3  3433  06936067  9 


Digrtized  by  Google 


GKC 


Digrtized  by  Gq^te 


HISTOEY  OF  HOLLAND, 


FROM 


TiiK  BfiGlNNIJNG  OF  THE  TENTH 


TO 


THE  £ND  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTU&Y. 


C.  M.  DAVI£& 


Onward  methinks,  aud  diligently  blow, 
The  firaiy  aonnocted  bulwark  ecems  to  grow : 
Spveads  its  long  wm»  miM  the  mift'iy  vomt, 
SeoopB  oat  an  eiiipii«^  and  miiipt  the  diora. 


VOLUME  THE  FIRST. 


LONDON : 
JOHN  W.  PARKER,  WEST  STRAND. 

M.OOOC.XLI. 


Digitized  by  Google 


London : 

niSON  AND  Co.,  PulNTBlf» 
Br.  MAETUl't  L42IB. 


Digrtized  by  Google 


At  a  period  such  as  the  present^  when  the  general  aj)pctite 
for  knowledge  is  at  once  quickened  and  satiated  by  ail  that 
is  ptimgent  in  wit,  delicate  in  aentament,  rich  in  learnings 
and  novel  in  science — when,  hy  the  plastic  hand  of  luudcrn 
invention^  history  herself  is  made  to  suit  the  alluring  garb 
of  lomance^it  b  with  diffidence  that  I  solicit  attention  to  a 
work  which  has  nothii^  but  fidelity  to  recommend  it,  and  of 
which  the  subject^  deeply  interesting  in  itself,  but  deficient 
perhaps  in  some  of  the  subsidiary  attractions  incidental  to 
historical  nanratiTey  requires  a  pen  of  more  than  ordinary 

ability  to  do  it  justice.  It  is  not  an  overweenine^  vanity  or 
presumption  that  has  prompted  roe  on  this  occasion ;  not 
that^  imawed  by  the  high  and  grave  duties  of  an  historian^  I 
have  ventured  upon  them  in  wanton  recklessness,  or  blind 
ignorance  of  my  own  incapacity^  or  touched  without  trem* 
Uing  the  very  lowest  hem  of  the  mantle  of  Livy  and  Tacitus; 
but  in  the  conviction  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  cast 
his  mite,  however  humble,  into  tJie  treasury  of  human 
knowledge;  in  the  consciousness  that  if  I  shall  have  done 
litde  to  enlighten^  I  have  in  no  one  instance  wilfuUy  con- 
tributed to  the  propagation  or  continuance  of  error ;  in  the 
hope  of  proving  useful  to  those  who,  like  myself,  have  felt 
the  disadvantage  to  which  the  English  reader  of  history  is 
subject,  of  knowing  notiiing  of  the  internal  government, 
constitution,  laws,  and  habits  of  a  people,  whose  name, 
celebrated  throughout  the  world,  is  to  be  met  with  on  nearly 
every  page  of  the  history  of  Europe.  It  is  with  the  view  of 
presenting  this  knowledge  in  a  compendious  form  that  the 
following  Work  has  been  composed,  of  which^  as  I  have  said, 
the  chief  recommendation  u  fidelity ;  and,  in  order  that  my 
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mden  may  advance  with  confidence  in  this  yet  almoat 
untrodden  path,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  incur  the  imputation 
both  of  tediousness  and  pedantry^  by  quoting  an  authority 
for  the  statement  of  every,  even  the  most  simple  fact;  and  I 
have  likewise  pointed  out  die  exact  place  in  the  author  wheie 
the  passa^a^  referred  to  is  to  be  ftjuiul,  su  as  to  c^ive  every 
facility  for  the  discovery  and  correction  of  any  error  into 
which  I  may  have  &Uen,  In  cases  where  fects  have  been 
differently  represented  by  different  writers,  I  have  given  the 
preference  to  such  contemporary  authors  as  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  truth,  or 
whose  penetration  and  integrity  render  them  most  worthy 
to  be  relied  on  where  these  fail  mc,  I  Iiavc  had  recourse  to 
such  compilers  as  are  most  generally  esteemed  for  judgment 
and  research ;  and  having  done  this,  I  have  forborne  to  enter 
into  tedious  discussions  of  Ikcts,  which  after  all  mav  be  of 
comparatively  shght  importance,  and  lengthened  disquisi- 
tions on  authors  which  are  never  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  generality  of  readers. 

But  though  neither  time  nor  laV)nur  has  been  spared,  the 
Work  falls  still  far  short  of  the  model  framed  for  it  in  my 
own  mind.  Would  that  the  task  might  be  undertaken  by 
some  more  skilful  hand, — by  one  who  to  equal  earnestness 
and  patience  may  unite  infinitely  more  talent  and  oppor- 
tunity; and  who,  undeterred  by  the  difficulties  he  will 
encounter,  and  of  which  more  than  a  due  share  has  fidlen 
to  my  lot,  may  convince  himself  and  the  world  of  the  real 
value  and  abimdance  of  that  mine  £rom  whence  1  have 
finibd  to  e^vact  gems. 
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INTIW)DUCTOBY  CHAPIER. 

Ok  On  Stttoh/  of  the  I/ijston/  of  Holland.  Division  of  the  Fluttoinf 
into  Four  Periodic  HoUmul  in  the  time  of  the  Roman*.  Oeer- 
rm  hjf  lutrbariane.  Fritzkmdert.  Introduction  of  Christianity* 
/tefublM  ^  tke  C&imty  by  tks  Qraut  <f  Lom$  th$  Chrmanie, 
Inmnon  ^  ike  Danef*  Grant  9f  the  Emper&r  AmM,  Th^Kh 
iore,  the Jirwt  Ccfmt.  i^' 

There  is  scareelv  anv  nation  whose  historv  has  been 
so  little  imd^rstoody  or  so  geneiaily  neglected  as  that  of 
tMhnd,  and  none,  perhaps,  which  better  deserves  the 
consideration  ot  every  thinkiiig  mind.  To  Engli;?limen, 
indeed,  from  the  similarity  of  their  eonunerciai  pur- 
mitfl,  of  many  of  their  institutions,  of  their  municipal 
govenniieiits,  and  even  of  their  habits  uad  language,  it 
hmt  afford  more  practical  infraction  than  ahnost  any 
odier.  Nor  is  it  utility  alone  that  we  might  seek  in  its 
rtudy;  some  of  the  higher  and  better  feelings  of  our 
ttiliire  should  arouse  our  sympathy  with  the  destmies 
rf  Holland.  Links  the  briorhtest  and  strongest,  ties  the 
most  holy,  woven  by  patriutim  and  hallowed  by  time, 
bind  together  these  two  great  and  enlightened  nations ; 
from  England  the  liofht  o(  the  Cliristiaii  relinfion  fii-st 
ihone  Ga  Holland;  from  Holland,  England  imbibed 
her  first  ideas  of  civil  liberty  and  commerce ;  with  the 
Netheriaiulfi  she  made  her  first  coiuiiiercial  treaty : 
side  by  side  they  have  fought  for  all  the  dearest  rights 
of  mankind;  side  by  side  they  have  struggled  against 
the  tyramiy  of  Spain,  against  the  bigotry  of  the 
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Stuarts,  against  the  ambition  of  the  most  powerful 
inouai'cii  of  France*;  when  the  clouds  of  despotism 
and  superstition  hung  dark  and  louring  over  England, 
it  was  in  William  of  Holland  that  she  hailed  her  deli- 
verer; when  Hoihmd  writhed  under  thQ  lash  of  Alva 
and  the  inquisition^  she  looked  to  England  as  her  trust 
and  consolation.    Sometimes,  indeed,  DatioiKil  rivaliy 
and  commercial  jealousy  have  arrayed  them  in  hostility 
against  each  other,  and  Euro})c  has  beheld  with  wonder 
the  Leviat  has  of  the  ocean  contending  for  the  mastery 
of  their  native  deep.   But  this  was  of  rare  occurrence; 
whatever  may  have  been  the  private  interests  of  their  . 
princes,  or  the  factious  of  their  courts*  the  great  body 
of  the  people  generally  continued  firm  in  their  mutual 
attachment;  and  if  England  has  had  cause  to  blush 
for  her  treatment  of  her  sister  nation,  it  has  been  only 
under  the  government  of  the  most  profligate  or  neg- 
ligent of  her  rulers.    There  is,  one  might  suppose, 
scarcely  any  class  of  men  from  whom  the  history  of 
Holland  may  not  claim  some  share  of  attention.  The 
merchant  should  be  curious  to  trace  the  rise  (>f  that 
people,  whose  activity  and  enterprize  have  carried 
their  trading  vessels  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  who 
have  planted  industrious  and  successful  colonies  in 
every  variety  of  climate  and  soil,  whose  skill  in  com*  ! 
meroe  and  finance  has  rendered  them  the  guide  and 
instructor  of  the  commercial  world,  and  whose  public 
integrity  has  through  all  ages  stood  so  firm,  that  the  i 
most  unexampled  pressure  of  distress  has  never  driven 
them  to  commit  an  act  of  national  bankruptcy.  To 
the  statesman  and  philosopher  the  Dutch  must  be  , 
interesting,  as  a  people  who,  without  equal  laws  and 
wise  institutions,  could  scarcely  have  supported  a 
physical,  much  less  a  political  existence.  Since  the  soil, 
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which  with  iuiiuite  coBt  and  pains  they  have  snatched 
Aom  the  oeean,  is  too  poor  and  unirrateftil  to  be 
worth  the  labour  of  cultivation*,  they  iiiubt,  liad  it  not 
been  for  those  habits  of  active  and  patient  industry 
which  a  free  spirit  alone  engenders,  either  have  de^ 
sorted  it  entirely,  or  dwindled  to  a  niinei-able  race  of 
fishers;  whereas  Holland  has  supported  in  happiness 
and  abundance  a  greater  number  of  inhabitants  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  extent  and  capabilities  of  lier  territory 
than  any  other  country  of  the  worldf.  They  must  be 
interesting,  as  a  people  who,  during  ages  when  other 
nations  presented  little  else  Ijiit  sceaes  of  violence, 
bloodshed^  and  oppression,  enjoyed  for  the  most  part 
entire  personal  security,  and  as  much  civil  liberty  as 
was  perhaps  consistent  with  the  public  safety.  The 
Divine  will  remember,  that  the  twilight  <if  his  pro^ 
testant  faith  dawned  upon  the  mind  of  an  Erasmus, 
and  that  its  meridian  splendour  shone  upon  the  spirit 
oT  a  Grotius :  that  Holland  has  never  spared  the  arms 
of  her  boitliers,  nor  the  blood  oi  her  martyrs,  in  its 
drfence;  and  that  the  zeal  wdth  which  she  has 
efaeiished  it,  though  sometimes  Icindled  into  fanaticism, 
has  ever  been  piu'c,  comstaiit,  and  self-denying. 

To  such  the  histoiy  of  Holland  cannot  but  be  a 
ttibject  of  interest,  nor  should  the  idler  lover  of  litera- 
ture and  the  arts  smile  with  contempt  ujiou  a  people^ 
e^ple  and  uncourtly  though  they  be,  who  have  nursed 
among  them  a  \ Ondel  ami  a  lienibrandt.  But  if  there 
be  yet  left  among  us  one  patriot,  in  the  old  and 
tme  sense  of  the  word, — one  who  loves  his  country, 

*  Be  Witt  **Politike  s>o>^^*<»^^  Maaunieii  Tande  Republike  vou 
BoUand.*'  Decl.l,  cap.  4  and  5.  ^*They  employ  more  men  to  fepdr 
fhc  d^kcs,  tban  dl  ite  com  In  the  province  would  mamtoin/'  Sir 
W»  Temple's  Obaerrations  on  the  United  P^Tineciy  ch^.  iU.,  p,  15. 

t  China  can  hardly  be  admitted  aa  an  exception,  from  our  limited 
knowledge  of  the  veal  munber  and  condition  of  her  population. 
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not  for  the  wtaltli  and  liououi'8  she  can  bestow,  but 
because  she  herself  is  great  and  £ree»— who  can  sympa- 
thize with  his  fellow  men  striTing  to  obtain  for  their 
fatherland  those  blessmgs  which  his  own  eujo)b;  surely 
the  blood  of  such  an  one  must  beat  warm  within  him« 
as  he  contemplates  the  struggle  made  by  this  brave 
and  noble  people  in  defence  of  theii*  religion  and 
liberties,  against  the  bigoted  tyranny  of  Spain;  a 
strugirk'  unparalleled,  unrivalled  perhaps,  in  the  annals 
of  ancient  or  inodern  history, — ))rotracted  through  forty 
years  of  sufferings  under  which  the  stoicism  of  Greece 
would  ha\e  sunk,  of  deeds  at  which  the  heroism  of 
Home  would  have  trembled^ — ^maintained  by  a  people 
whose  spot  of  earth  is  so  small  as  scarcely  to  deserve  a 
place  on  the  map  of  Europe,  against  a  nation  of  bound- 
less extent,  of  gigantic  power,  whose  heart  was  strong 
with  the  blood  of  her  chivalrous  nobility,  and  into 
whose  bosom  the  riches  of  the  new  Avui  ld  were  pouring. 
And  a  throb  of  joy  will  respond  in  the  breast  of  such  a 
patriot,  when  he  beholds  the  issue  of  the  contest  defy 
ail  human  calculation,  iiioek  all  human  foresight;  for 
once,  the  righteous  and  feeble  cause  triumphed ;  the 
liaughty  foe  of  Holland  shrank  cowering  before  her, 
and  her  strength  withered  from  that  hour;  but  sAe  lay 
not  panting  and  exhausted,  a  prey  to  the  first  spoiler; 
freed  for  ever  from  the  yoke  of  her  oppressor,  ^Ue 
lifted  her  proud  head  from  the  waves,  and  stretched 
her  mighty  arms  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  the  balance 
of  Europe  (iui\  ered  at  her  nod,  while  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America  laid  their  treasures  at  her  feet.  From  her 
place  of  pride'"  among  nations  Holland  ha«i  now 
iallen;  and  in  the  history  of  her  fall  may  be  read  aa 
useful,  though  melancholy  lesson  to  every  free  and 
commercial  people,  to  be  on  the  watch  lest  they  mis* 
take  the  heat  of  party  spirit  for  the  zeal  of  i>atriot4sm; 
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aud  kbt  they  seek  for  iKitir>aai  wealth  as  the  end,  and 
not  as  the  means,  of  national  greatness. 


As  the  seven  united  provinces  of  Holland,  Zealand, 

Utrecht,  Friezlaiul,  Groningon,  Overynsel,  and  Guel- 
derland,  fonned  in  the  earljr  ages  of  their  history  four 
distinct  and  si^parate  states,  to  follow  out  minutely  the 
annals  of  each  uuuki  cause  the  thread  of  the  subject  to 
be  perpetually  broken  off,  and  by  diverting  the  atten<- 
tlon  into  so  many  cbanneln,  deprive  it  of  any  interest 
it  might  otherwise  i)08sess;  ami  would  moreover  swell 
the  work  to  such  a  magnitude  as  to  render  it  unavaiW 
able  to  the  genemi  reader.  This  is  the  less  necessary, 
as,  with  some  diltereuce  of  detail,  the  general  features 
of  the  constitution  and  governments  of  the  Netherland 
states  bear  so  strong  a  similarity  to  each  other,  tliat  a 
perfect  acquaintance  with  one  will  give  a  tolerably 
clear  insist  into  all.  I  shall  therefore  confine  my 
observations  prinei|)ally  to  Hollaml  and  Zealand,  which, 
duriDg  the  period  now  under  consideration,  fonned  a 
state  or  county  of  itself ;  the  Prince-bishop  of  Utrecht 
hehl  that  province,  to^rether  with  Groningen  and 
Overyssel,  as  a  fief  of  the  German  empire,  acknow- 
ledging the  sovereignty  of  the  Archbishop  of  Cologne 
in  spiritual  matters.  Friezland  will  often  ]) resent 
itself  to  our  notice  as  a  subject  of  contention  l)etween 
the  Bishops  of  Utrecht  and  the  Counts  of  Holland, 
and  retaining  its  indepi  u<lence  against  both,  under 
a  Fodestate"  of  its  own  choosing.  Guelderlaiid 
formed  a  part  of  the  empire  of  Germany  until  the 
year  1002,  when  the  Emperor  Henry  11.  jnade 
it  a  separate  county,  feudatory  to  the  eni])ire;  Otho, 
the  first  count,  coming  into  possession  of  Zutphen 
ako,  by  his  marriage  with  Sophia,  heiress  of  that 
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county*.  Guelderlaiid  was  mised  to  a  duuhy  iu  1337, 
by  Louia  VII.  of  Bavaria,  emperor  of  Gerinany. 

The  history  of  HoUaad  thus  divides  itself  into 
four  periods:  the  first  extending  from  the  end  of  the 
ninth  century*  the  time  of  its  erection  into  a  separate 
county,  to  the  year  1428,  when  it  became  annexed 
to  a  great  portion  of  the  other  states  of  the  Nether* 
lands,  under  Philip  the  Good»  duke  of  fiui^gundy:  the 
government  of  the  princes  of  the  house  of  Burgundy 
and  Austria  will  form  the  second  period,  ending  in 
1679,  when  the  union  of  Utrecht  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces.  It  is 
here  that  the  history  ot  Holland  haa  been  generally 
considered  to  begin;  and  from  this  epoch  it  is  supposed 
her  biitli  as  a  free  and  commercial  country  is  to  be 
dated.  No  idea,  iiowevcr,  cau  be  more  erruueoui^; 
Holland  vnm  no  Pallas  among  nations,  starting  at  once 
into  vigour  and  maturity,  exempt  from  the  errors  and 
trials  of  youth;  it  was  not  the  mere  act  of  revolt  h'om 
Spain  that  made  her  a  nation  of  heroes,  statesmen, 
legislators,  and  merchants,  sucli  as  we  then  find  her. 
She  had  been  formed  by  long  years  of  experience,  by 
long  ages  of  endurance.  The  strength  which  enabled 
her  to  cope  with  a  power  so  infinitely  superior  to  her 
own,  had  been  infused  by  continued  eiyoyment  of 
equal  laws,  constitutional  rights,  and  prescriptive  frao* 
chises.  It  was  not  to  enforce  the  fanciful  theory  of  a 
constitution,  not  to  create  new  rights,  new  laws,  new 
liberties,  that  the  Dutch  threw  off  their  allegiance  to 
their  sovereign;  but  to  preserve  those  which  they  had 
been  constantly  asserting,  and  jealously  defending, 
since  the  accession  of  the  house  of  Burirundv,  more 
than  a  hundred  years  betbre;  and  tlie  war  of  inde- 
pendence was  the  end,  not  the  beginning,  of  the  eon* 

*  Johau.  a  LcidU  Chrou.  Btjlg.,  lib.  xi.,  cap.  4. 
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left;  the  desperate  extremity  to  which  they  were 

imwiiimgiy  driveu  by  the  obstinacy  and  cruelty  of 
Philip  not  a  Boheme  deTised  for  their  own  aggran* 
disement.  The  8e]mration  of  Holland  from  Spain 
iuvoived  but  a  blight  change  in  her  iTitemal  govem- 
ment,  the  esaential  principles  of  which  had  already 
existed  for  centuries;  and  though  the  extension  of 
liberty  obtained  by  this  event  did  undoubtedly  tend  to 
the  vast  iniprovement  of  her  commeiee,  yet  it  is 
equally  certain,  tliat  after  the  di^ay  of  the  Itahau 
lepublics  HoUand  excelled  all  the  rest  of  the  world 
ezeept  Flandera  and  Biabant,  as  well  in  conuneroe 
aiid  navigation,  as  in  agriculture  and  manufactures*. 
The  union  of  Utrecht  may  therefore  be  properly  con- 
sidered  as  the  commencement  of  the  third  period, 
which  extends  to  the  year  1747,  when  a  radical  change 
was  effected  in  the  constitution  of  Holland,  then  fen- 
dered  monarehtcal  in  fact,  though  not  in  name,  by  the 
creation  of  a  btadtholderate,  hereditary  in  the  male 
sad  female  line*  The  fourth  short  and  mournful  era 
is  comprised  between  1747  and  1795,  when  the  pro- 
vinces were  subjugated  by  the  arms  of  the  French 
republic.  During  this  time,  but  feeble  and  eranescent 
Hcintillations  of  the  ancient  Dutch  spii  it  appciir.  The 
whole  nation,  divided  into  two  factious,  the  Orange 
and  Republican,  sacrificed  with  one  accord  the  welfare 
of  the  commonwealth  to  the  rage  of  party  spirit.  Not 
a  party  spirit  such  as  that  by  which  the  Dutch  had 
formerly  been  swayed,  prompting  them  too  often  to 
seek  the  advantage  of  their  native  province  or  town, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  rest;  yet,  howeyer  mischieTous 
in  its  effects,  partaking  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  true 
patriotism — the  more  intense,  perhaps,  in  pro])ortion  to 
the  narrowness  of  the  space  within  which  it  is  con- 

*  Vide  Note  A,  at  the  end. 
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fined — ^but  a  party  spirit  created  by  ]ieieonaI  ainbiii<m« 

and  8up])orted  by  cupidity;  the  one  side  seeking  to 
place  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of  a  soYeieign,  to 
be  used  for  their  sole  benefit;  the  other  forcing  them* 
selves  into  notoriety,  by  adopting  the  wild  theories  of 
popular  goTemment  then  coming  into  Togue;  and 
both  deviating  equally  widely  from  the  traces  of  tbe 
old  Dutch  constitution.  The  one  party  aiming  to 
increase  the  military  force,  rather  to  support  a  tyran* 
nical  authority  over  their  fellow-citizens,  than  to  pro- 
tect them  from  foreign  enemies;  the  other  preferring 
to  neglect  the  defences  of  their  country,  rather  than 
risk  throwing  additional  power  into  the  bands  of  their 
adversaries.  Thus  enfeebled  and  tottering,  Uoiiaud 
required  no  seer  to  foretell  that  her  Ides  were  come* 
Prussia,  England,  and  France,  each  struck  a  deatli- 
biow  at  her  heart;  but  she  covered  herselt  with  her 
robe  as  she  fell ; — science^  the  arte,  and  the  venerable 
relics  of  hcj-  ancient  institutions,  veiled  IVoni  human 
eyes  the  extremity  of  her  degradation*  The  civilized 
worid,  her  jealous  rivals  themselves,  mourned  over  her 
fate;  tlie  Frenchman  alone,  as  he  trampled  on  her 
soil,  smiled  at  her  expiring  agonies.  Mocked  with  the 
name  of  an  independent  republic,  deluded  with  the 
shadow  of  a  free  constitution,  liolkind  found  her  trea- 
sury drained  by  French  extortion,  her  commerce  made 
subservient  to  French  interests,  and  her  government 
framed  and  changed  according  to  the  fanciful  models 
of  French  politicians.  With  the  invasion  of  the  year 
1796,  therefore,  her  history  closes;  since  she  a|)pears 
no  more  on  the  theatre  of  Europe  as  a  fi-ee  comuiou- 
wealth.  Her  regeneration,  as  a  limited  monarchy,  in 
1818,  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  a?ra,  to  be  traced  by 
the  i)en  of  {rome  future  historian.  May  it  be  worthy 
of  that  which  is  gone;  and  as  the  name  of  the  Dutch 
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republic  soiiiult  d  glorions  in  the  vnv^  of  our  ancestor?, 
•0  maj  the  Dutch  monarchy  be  held  in  hoaour  and 
levefMce  hjr  our  latest  posterit 


The  ptoymce  of  Holland,  bounded  on  the  north 

and  west  by  the  German  Ocean,  on  the  south  by  the 
bmieh  of  the  Bhine  called  the  Waal,  uud  on  the  ea»t 
by  the  Zuyderaee  and  Utrecht,  was,  in  the  time  of  the 
Romans,  inhabited  by  tlie  Batavii,  ihe  Caninefates,  the 
Maisaci,  and  the  Frisiaboues.  The  former  possessed 
the  country  called  Bataria,  extending  from  Wyk  te 
liuui^icde  to  the  Ocean,  and  from  the  Waal  to  the  old 
BHmih  of  the  Rhine  at  Catwyk^;  bounded  on  the 
fMntii  by  the  present  Kemmerland,  inhabited  by  the 
Laniueiuteh,  a  people  of  a  Uke  origin  and  language, 
equal  in  Talour,  and  superior  in  numbers,  to  the 
Bata¥iii»,  The  Marsaci  dwelt  in  that  part  of  Holland 
known  by  the  name  oi  the  Waterlaud;  while  the 
eatieme  north,  or  West  Frieadand,  was  the  country  of 
the  Frisiaboues^  The  ancient  name  of  Zealand  is 
uncertain*;  it  is  probably  the  country  S])oken  of  by 
Cesar  in  these  terms: — '^The  Rhine,  which,  as  it 
a})])roaches  the  sea,  flows  in  different  beds,  forms  many 
laige  ibiauds,  the  greater  number  inhabited  by  wild 
and  barbarous  nations,  some  of  whom,  it  is  thought, 
subsist  entirely  on  fish  and  the  eggs  of  birds'*."  The 

•  TmL  Hwt,  UK  ir^  cap.  12.  ^  Uem,  cap.  14. 

<  Bmsham  Thctttram  UrUnm  Hollindis,  p.  22, 23, 25.  Flmu  Nat. 
Iti8t.,1ib.iT^cap.29. 

•  Cca.  de  BeU.  Gall.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  7. 

•  The  ZcaljiiuU  rs  are  by  Komc  j5Uj)j)n<t^<l  to  linvc  Im  ii  tlio  Mattiaci,  and 
tre  Po  callcfl  liy  De  Tlioii  nr.d  otluT  niodcni  Kitiii  liistoriaus;  hwt  thin 
appears  to  be  nil  error,  since  ^vc'  iwv  infonned  by  Tacitus  (Ann.,  lil).  xi., 
rr«p.  tio),  that  Curtius  Rufus  cipt  nt  d  a  inhu-  in  Mattiaeuui  in  scaR-h  of 
m\\cr,  wliicli  would  have  been  inii'<jfvslblc  in  Zealand,  where  the  water  is, 
m  most  parti^  wiUiin  a  very  few  feet  of  the  surface. 
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Batavii  were  oiigimally  &  ])ortioii  of  the  Catti,  wha» 

being  driven  from  their  country,  in  consequence  of 
domestic  dissensions,  formed,  on  the  desert  shores  of 
the  Rhine,  a  separate  and  independent  nation,  retain*- 
iug  the  religion,  goveriuaeut,  and  customs,  of  tiieir 
ancestors,  and  in  nowise  degenerating  from  the  high 
courajnro  or  the  visfour  of  intellect  which  distinguished 
the  Catti  above  all  the  other  people  of  Uermany*. 

They  worshipped  the  Deity  under  the  semblance  of 
the  sun,  moon,  and  fire,  and  deemed  it  an  offence 
against  his  majesty  to  represent  him  in  the  lilceness  of 
a  human  figure,  or  to  dedicate  to  him  temples  made 
Willi  hands,  for  which  reason  they  consecrated  woods 
and  groves  to  his  service.  The  Romans  afterwarda 
introduced  among  them  the  adoration  of  Mercury, 
Hercules,  and  Mars;  to  the  former  of  these  tlicy 
oflfered  human  sacrifices':  They  placed  unlx>unded 
faith  in  oracles,  divinations,  and  auspices:  the  tender 
branches  of  fruit-trees,  the  flight  and  voice  of  birds, 
and  the  neighing  of  horses,  kept  for  the  purpose  in 
sacred  groves,  millc  white,  and  exempt  from  labour, 
were  all  presages  of  coming  events;  nor  did  they  dare 
to  engage  in  any  undertaking,  unless  the  omens  thej 
afford (h1  were  favourable.  Still  greater  influence  was 
exercised  over  their  actions  by  certain  noble  virgins^ 
whom  they  regarded  as  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  prOi- 
phecy,  and  held  in  almost  religious  veneration ;  and 
whose  counsel  they  invariably  asked  and  followed  upon 
all  occasions  of  importance'. 

The  government  of  the  Batavii,  like  that  of  the 
other  nations  of  Germany,  was  a  monarchy  of  the 
most  limited  kind;  the  king  was  elected  in  a  general 

•  Tacit,  dc  Mor.  Gurin.,  cap.  20,  30. 

'  CtP9.  (le  Bell.  Gall.,  lib.  vi.,  rap.  19.    Tiuit.  de  Mor.,  cup.  9. 
«  Tucit.  dc  Mor.,  cop.  8, 10.    Hist.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  CI. 
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iiAsenibly  of  the  pe()])le,  wliicb,  likewise,  uas  alone 
coiupeteut  to  the  decii^iau  of  ail  the  more  im|K>rta]:it 
n&in  of  state,  those  of  less  consequence  being  admi- 
nistered  by  the  kino*,  iii  conjunction  with  the  nobility^ 
The  people  generallj  singled  out  one  distinguished  by 
die  nobility  of  his  birth  to  be  their  king,  and  pro- 
claimed their  choice  by  elevating  him  on  a  biiield,  and 
esfiTiiig  him  through  the  camp  on  men*s  shoulders'. 
The  people  attended  the  genml  assemblies,  held  for 
the  most  part  at  the  new  and  ftill  moon,  in  anna, 
(withoat  whieht  indeed,  they  rarely  met  together,  either 
for  pnrjioses  of  business  or  pleamire,)  when  sileuee 
b^ng  coninianded  by  the  prients,  such  question^j  as 
lequired  their  consideration,  and  had  been  previously 
discussed  in  the  council  of  the  nobility,  were  j)n>j)()sed 
by  the  king»  or  some  noble  distinguished  either  for 
nMom  or  valour;  the  approval  of  the  assembly  was 
signified  by  the  clashing  of  arms:  but  if  murmurs 
wre  heaid  instead,  the  measure  in  question  was 
i^eeted^  The  decisions,  made  in  the  evening,  when 
feasting  and  wine  had  inspired  their  debates  with 
Aeedom  and  eneigy»  were  reviewed  the  next  morning, 
lliat  they  might  be  tempered  with  coolness  and  pru- 
dence*. These  assemblies,  also,  had  the  power  of 
tiyiiig  capital  crimes,  and  of  appointing  magistiates, 
who  administered  the  laws  in  the  villages  and  districts, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  hundred  men  chosen  out  of 
die  people  in  each  district"'. 

The  eenerals  (duces),  like  the  kings,  ^vere  elected ; 
bat  with  this  diiterence,  that  in  the  choice  of  them, 
iqmtation  for  valour  was  considered  before  nobility  of 
birth;  the  soldiers  rather  following  their  example, 
than  obeying  their  command.   In  battle  they  arranged 

^  Tacit  de  Mor.,  cap.  7,  11.  '  Idem,  cap.  7 ;  ilist.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  lo. 
^  TmiU  de  Mor.,  cap.  11.        ^  Hew.  cap.  22.         «  Idem,  cap.  12. 
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tliem selves,  not  promiscuously,  according  to  the  custom 
of  barbarous  uations,  but  iu  companies,  formed  of  sucli 
a$  were  united  by  the  ties  of  kindred  or  friendship". 
The  youths,  when  of  age  to  aseunic  arms,  were  brought 
by  their  fathers,  or  some  other  near  relatives^  into  the 
assembly  of  the  people,  and  there  solemnly  invested 
with  the  shield  and  spear;  fit>m  that  time  they 
were  considered  no  longer  as  part  of  the  paternal 
household,  but  as  members  of  the  state.  The  one 
among  thum  whose  ancestors  were  of  the  highest 
rank,  or  most  celebrated  by  warlike  renown,  became 
chief  over  the  rest;  to  whom,  however,  he  gave  no 
other  stipend  than  a  present,  from  time  to  time,  of  a 
war-horse^  or  a  blood-stained  and  Tictorious  spears; 
It  was  an  object  of  pride  and  anil)ition  among  the 
chiefe  to  be  surrounded  with  the  greatest  number  and 
bravest  of  these  companions,  since  they  were  not  only 
held  in  honour  on  this  account  bv  their  countrvnieii, 
but  their  frieudsbip  was  courted  with  gifts,  and  em- 
bassies from  neighbouring  nations.  In  the  field  of 
buttle,  the  chief  dreaded  the  disgrace  of  being  excelled 
in  valour  by  his  companions^  while  eternal  in&my 
rested  upon  such  of  the  latter  as  survived  him,  or 
retreated  from  the  combat  without  their  shield:  they 
were  never  afterwards  allowed  to  take  a  part  in  the 
assemblies  of  the  peo])lo,  or  to  be  ])resent  at  the  cerf>- 
monies  of  religion;  and  many  were  found  to  prefer  a 
voluntary  death  to  this  degradation^  As  a  still  fiuv 
ther  incentive  to  valour,  they  were  accustomed  to  leave 
their  Jiair  and  beards  uncut,  till  they  had  distinguisi^ed 
themselves  by  the  slaugliter  of  an  enemy.  Some 
wore  an  iron  collar  about  their  necks,  luitil  released 

■  Tn<*it.  <U-  >!or.,  cap.  7;         dc  EcU.  Uail.,  lih,  vi,,  ca^n  2]. 
"  Tacit.  •If  M«»r.,  cnp.  1.*^,  11. 

p  Ca?d.  de  Ikll.  (Jail.,  lib.  vi.,  cap.  21 ;  Tacit,  de  Mor.,  G,  14,  34. 
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from  it  by  a  like  exploit <i.  Despising  agricuituic  and 
the  arte  of  peace,  the  Batavii^  like  the  lest  of  the 
Germans,  had  no  tndtvidual  property  in  land,  the 
ma^i^t^ates  allotting  to  eack  family  yearly  a  sufficient 
qaantitj  for  their  support;  the  cultivation  of  which 
Wis  left  to  the  aged  and  women'.  Wliolly  ignorant 
of  literature,  their  only  public  amusenieut  was  a  species 
€f  war^anee,  of  which  the  chief  excellence  consisted 
ill  the  agility  and  dexterity  displayed  h\  the  yonths  in 
kapiug  into  tiie  midst  of  clashing  swords  and  pointed 
ffieaiSv  and  extricating  themselTcs  unharmed*. 

The  men,  when  nut  engaged  in  war,  spent  the  . 
greater  portion  of  their  time  in  drinking  and  gambling; 
Uie  latter  vice  they  carried  to  such  an  excess,  that  they 
iirei^uently  stakeil  their  personal  liberty  on  the  ca«t  of 
the  die^  and  the  loser  voluntarily  became  the  slave  of 
the  wrimier^  Domestic  slavery  was,  however,  unknown 
among  them;  the  menial  otiiceii  of  their  houbehoid 
being  perfonnod  by  their  wives  and  children.  The 
slave  wa8  bonnd  onlv  to  i>av  his  ma8ter  vearlv  a  mea- 

•  f      •  •  * 

sure  of  corn,  a  garment,  or  a  portion  of  his  lii»cks:  he 
might,  however,  be  shiin  with  impunity,  though  such  a 
case  rarely  occurred,  am]  was  then  rather  thu  effect  of 
sudden  passion  tbau  of  deliberate  cruelty  \  The  custcuu 
of  polygamy  prevailed,  but  to  a  very  small  extent;  the 
highest  nobility  only  being  allowed  to  have  more  than 
one  wife:  at  the  time  of  marriage,  a  pair  of  oxen,  a 
war-4ioi«e  fully  caparisoned,  a  shield,  sword,  and  spear 
were  given  by  the  bridegroom  to  his  spouse;  and  these 
presents  denoted  that  she  was  henceforth  to  be  the 
sharer  of  his  labours  and  dangers,  both  in  peace  and 

•  Tacit,  dc  Mor.,  cap.  M  ;  Hist.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  Gl. 

'  Dei.  de  Doll.  Gall.,  liU  ti.,  cap.  20;  Tadt.  de  Mor.,CAp.  15,20. 

•  Tacit,  de  Mor.,  10,  24.  *  Idem,  cap.  24. 

•  Idem.  cap.  25. 
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war^  Tlieir  chiUlreii,  exjjoscd  naked  to  all  tbe  vici8* 
situdes  of  the  veather,  until  of  an  age  to  bear  arms, 
grew  lip  tall,  strong,  and  actire,  so  as  to  excit©  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  lioinaus*.  The  general 
dress,  both  of  the  men  and  women,  eonsisted  merely 
of  a  cloak  made  of  tbe  skins  of  beasts,  fastened  round 
the  waist  with  a  buckle  or  a  thorn*.  Their  food  was 
principally  flesh,  eurdled  milk,  and  wild  apples;  their 
drink,  ])eer  or  wine^.  Both  women  and  child n  a 
always  accompanied  their  husbands  and  fathers  to  the 
field  of  battle:  the  former  encouraged  the  combatanta 
by  their  cries,  attended  tliem  when  wounded,  adminis- 
tered to  them  food  and  refreshment  during  the  fights 
and  often,  by  their  exhortations  and  remonstruices, 
induced  them  to  renew  the  contest  when  iacliiied  to 
yield*. 

The  Romans  never  attempted  the  conquest  of  this 
hardy  race  of  warriors*,  who,  besides  the  indomitable 
love  of  liberty  inherent  in  the  nations  of  Germany*, 
possessed,  in  the  situation  and  natuie  of  their  country, 
advantages  wliicli  would  have  rendered  it  ditlicult,  if 
not  impossibie.  They  chose  rather  to  make  with  them 
an  alliance,  equally  proii table  to  both  nations.  The 
Batavii,  honoured  with  the  title  of  friends  and  allies  of 
the  Roman  empire,  obtained  its  countenance  and  sup- 
port  against  their  restless  and  predatory  neighbours; 

*  Tacit,  de  Mor.,  cap.  18. 

*  Pompon.  Mela,  lib.  iii.,  cap.  3;  Taeitde  Mor.,  cap.  20. 

*  IdMu,  cap.  17.  '  Idem,  cap.  23. 
■  Idem,  cap.  7,8.  *  Idem^cap.  97. 


*  Zosimtift  indeed  reckons  Bata?ia  aa  part  of  the  Reman  empire,  (Ub. 
iii.,  cap.  6,)  but  tbe  testimony  of  a  Greek,  writing  in  tbe  iifth  eeaUny, 
cannot  be  put  in  competition  with  that  of  Tacitus^  wbo  ezpxeaBljr  aay^ 
tliat  it  was  not  tributaiy,  (De  Mor.,  cap.  29 ;  Hist.,  lib.  It.,  cap.  12^)  uid 
always  speaks  of  it  as  an  independent  state.  Tlie  Greek  anthor  probably 
drew  the  conclusion  from  the  presence  of  Batavlan  cohorts  in  the 
imperial  army. 
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and  the  Heets,  which  were  employed  to  convey  the 
Rmnu  leglona  to  Germany,  being  stationed  for  the 
most  part  in  the  Rhine  and  Zuyderz^e*,  and  not  unfre- 
qoently  eq|uip])ed  in  the  island,  were  the  means  of 
htiodncing  wealth  and  some  of  the  arts  and  luxuries 
of  ciTilized  life  among  tbem^ ;  while  exempt  from 
every  epeciea  of  tribnte,  they  were  bound  only  to  supply 
men  and  amis  to  the  Romans  in  their  ^yiu^s  ;  a  con- 
dition fuihlled  with  alacrity  by  a  peo))le  to  whom 
peace  was  so  insupportable,  tiiat  they  were  accustomed 
to  mingle  vokuitaiily  in  the  contubts  of  foreign  na- 
tions^. The  Bomans,  on  their  side,  gained  a  body 
of  ralimble  auxiliaries  to  their  camp;  a  well-appointed 
cavalry,  at  once  active  and  powerfiil,  possessing  in 
perfection  the  rare  and  valuable  art  of  swimming 
acros^i  broad  and  deep  rivers  without  breaking  their 
nmkB^;  and  an  infantry  reno>vned  alike  for  their  skill 
in  archery^,  their  capability  of  enduring  fatigue,  and 
their  rapidity  in  formiiif^  the  close  Modge-shaped  bat- 
talion, which,  presenting  on  each  side  a  front  to  the 
enemy,  protected  the  army  in  the  flank  and  rearr. 
The  Batavian  cohorts  boi*e  no  small  share  in  the  vic- 
tories obtained  by  the  Roman  arms^,  while  their 
eourage  and  fidelity  procured  them  the  distinction  of 
forming  a  body  guard  around  the  person  of  the 
empeiorl 

Tliese  friendly  illations  did  not,  however,  always 
continue  uninterrupted.  During  the  contests  fur  the 
empire  between  Otho  and  VitelliuSy  the  Batavian 

^  TwdU  Anna]*,  lib.     ci^  €•         «  Tacit,     Mor,,  eap.  28. 
<  Ucni,  cap.  14.  •  Tadt.  Hist.,  lib.  ir.,  cap.  12. 

'  Suidaa  apnd  Juninm,  cap.  6,  p.  SI. 
'  Tadt.  Hist.,  lib.  ir.,  cap.  20i         ^  Idem,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  28. 
Sofftoii.  in  Cnl.|  cap. 

*  » 

*  Laciim  FIcTum. 
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auxiliaries  feeling  their  own  importance,  and  proud  of 
tbe  influence  they  exercised  over  the  destinies  of 
Bome,  treated  the,  legions  with  contempt  and  disdain* 
and  broke  out  into  sedition  against  the  Roman  general^. 
On  the  other  hand^  the  officers  appointed  by  Vitellius 
to  levy  recruits  in  Batavia,  exercised  their  office  with 
such  circumstances  of  iniquity  and  extortion,  as  j>ro- 
Toked  the  irritable  inhabitants  to  hostilities/.  A  long 
and  dangerous  war,  which  had  well  nigh  overthrown* 
the  iioman  power  in  Germany,  proved  that  the  Batavii 
were  no  less  formidable  enemies  than  they  had  been 
faithful  and  useful  allios;  l)otli  sides  ])ecoming  at  Ifu-tli 
weary  of  the  contest,  tlie  Batavii  consented  to  listen  to 
tbe  terms  of  accommodation  proposed  by  the  Roman 
General  Cerealis™.  We  have  no  account  of  the  peace 
which  was  concluded  on  this  occasion,  but  it  appears 
to  have  restored  the  mutual  good  understanding  be- 
tween tlie  two  nations,  since  seveml  cohorts  of  Bataviaii 
Auxiliaries  afterwards  served  in  the  wars  of  Britain 
under  Agricola,  and  mainly  contributed  towanls  the 
celebrated  victory  obtained  l>y  that  general  over  the 
Picts,  near  the  Grampian  hills^ 

On  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  But  a  via,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  Europe,  was  overrun  by  hordes  of 
barbarians ;  the  Salian  Franks*,  the  Quadi^  the  Sclav!, 
and  Wilts'*,  successively  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  soil,  and  exterminated  the  greater  portion 
of  the  original  inhabitants,  while  such  as  remained 

^  Tacit  Hisi^  lib.  L,  cap.  SO;  lib.  ti.,  cap.  27, 2S« 

*  Idem,  lib.      cap.  14. 

Idem,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  15, and  acq.;  lib.  v.,  cap.  2.3, 2G. 

*  Tacit,  in  Agric,  rnp.      HB.  •  Zozimus^  lib.  iii.,  cap.  C. 
'  Jotnandesde  Rebus  Geticia,  cap.  14,  p.  66S« 


*  Being  deaiittite  of  yeaaelB^  ibeae  inTadefa  were  aoeuatomad  to  eioaa 
tbe  Rhine,  when  froxen  over,  on  foot.  Enmenii  Panegy*  in  CmMm^ 
cap,  fl^  No.  4. 
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either  mingled  with  their  eonqueroni,  or  took  refdge 

IB  distant  ht't dements;  and  from  the  fifth  century 
tkmuae  of  this  "lenowned  island^i*'  disappears  from 
tlte  page  of  history. 

It  fell  iinaiiy  into  the  possession  of  the  Friez- 
i•lld0n'^  a  people  closely  resembling  the  Batavii 
in  every  respect ;  and  I  have  given  this  slight  sketch 
uf  their  constitution  and  manners,  from  the  admirable 
dettription  left  us  by  Tacitus,  (although  not  within 
tiie  scope  of  my  design,)  because  we  shall  find,  both 
mmg  them  and  the  Hollanders^  traces  of  the 
ctutoms  of  their  ancestors,  preserved  to  a  very  late 
period  of  time. 

After  the  &11  of  Borne,  riezland,  before  tributary 
to  the  Roman  empire,  became  an  independent  king- 
dom, or  duchy,  inckitliiig  within  its  boundaries  the 
whole  or  greater  portion  of  the  United  Provinces.  It 

invaded  in  692  by  Pepin  Heristat  mayor  of  the 
palace  to  Dagobert  II.,  kiug  of  Austrasia,  and  fruia 
thia  time  may  be  dated  the  first  attempts  towards  the 
establishment  of  Christianity  in  Friezland,  the  only 
olject  of  interest  to  the  historian  during  these  dark  and 
barbarous  ages.  Pepin»  having  defeated  the  King 
Badbod  in  several  battles,  and  expelled  him  from 
hither  Friezlandf,  invited  over  from  England,  Wille- 
brard,  a  Northumbrian  priest,  to  preach  Christianity  694 
there;  his  choice  having  fixed  on  him  on  account 
^(  the  similarity,  of  the  language  spoken  by  the 

*  Pliuy,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  29,   nobOiflBiina  insula." 
r  Grotius  de  Aoti^nitato  Bdp.  Baiay.,  cap.  4. 

•  We  fill  J  uUi  iiritons  and  Angles  inhabiting  Butaviiv,  the  former 
laving  i)rul>iibly  taken  nfugc  there  from  the  hostility  of  the  Picts  and 
Sootp;  the  latter  may,  perhaps,  have  accompanied  the  expedition  of 
Btngbt  aiiil  Ilorsa  to  England,  and  remained  there,  instead  of  eroesing 
ti^m  with  their  companions,  Brocop.,  Ub.  iv. 

t  West  of  the  Zuyderwe. 

VOL  I.  C 
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English  and  Friezlanders'*.  The  Friezlamlers  having 
again  relapsed  into  idolatry,  Wolfram,  Archbishop  of 
Qm^  under  the  gownment  of  Charies  Martel,  Mn 

728  and  successor  of  Pepin,  laidtituok  a  mission  for  tho 
purpose  of  reelaiming  them;  his  ministry  was  attended 
irith  eonriderable  suocessi  and  be  had  even  persuaded 
their  King  Kadbud  himself  to  receive  baptism- 
Badbod  had  already  one  foot  in  the  font  prepared  for 
the  oecasion,  and  the  arohbishop  was  about  to  begin 
the  ceremony,  when  he  suddenly  asked  whether  his 
ancestors  were  among  the  blessed  in  heaven,  or  had 
gone  down  into  hell  ?  Wolfram  answereil,  that  since 
they  had  died  heathens,  they  were  undoubtedly  among 
the  damned.  ''I  will  not  then,*'  said  Badbod,  with- 
drawing his  foot  from  the  font,  forsake  my  fiieuds 
who  are  in  hell,  to  dwell  with  a  few  Christians  in 
heaven.**  A  miracle  followed,  as  of  course;  Badbod 
died  on  the  third  day,  and  "went  whither  his  ancestors 
had  gone  before  him^"  Numbers  of  the  Friealandert^ 
terrified  by  the  example  of  his  fate,  became  converts 
to  Christianity".  Poppo,  the  successor  of  Radbod, 
again  revolted,  but  was  defeated  and  slain  by  Charles, 

736  and  the  whole  of  Friezland  made  tributary  to  France^. 
The  entire  conversion  of  the  Friezlanders  to 
Christianity,  however,  was  not  yet  accomplished; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  present  province  cruelly  mur- 

*  Molls  Stoke,  >roDk  of  the  Abbey  of  £gm(md  in  Holland,  InmIc  L, 
!>].  1 4—21 .    Bede,  Hist.  Eccles.,  lib.     cap.  la 

'  Melis  Stoke,  boek  i.,  bl.  23—20. 

"  Johan.  k  Leid.,  Chron.  Belg.,  lib.  i.,  rap.  23. 

*  Johan.  k  Leid*,  lib.  iii.,  cap.  4.  Veily,  HisL  de  Fr^  toub  L,  p.  334. 

*  So  lale  aa  the  aixteenth  centniy,  the  dialeet  of  FMaxIand  bon 

more  resemblance  to  English,  than  to  that  of  any  othar  piOThioe; 
Guicciardini,  Des.  Belg.,  tom.  ii.,  p.  288(daod.),  and  even  at  tlie  pi«aait 
time  on  acquaintance  with  the  Dutch  laogtiage,  which  has,  indeed,  ana- 
tained  comimratively  but  little  alteration,  will  be  found  an  exoeUent 
glossary  to  our  old  poets. 
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dered  8t  Bom£M;e»  bishop  of  Utrecht,  a  zealous 
pmoher  of  the  gospel  among  them^ ;  but  beforo  the  7^2 

mi  of  the  eighth  centur}',  Charlemagne  finally  united 
tie  whole  kingdom  to  the  Christian  Church.  The 
kti  King  Gimdebold,  grancbon  of  Bftdbod»  mm  tbdii 
in  the  famous  expedition  of  this  luunarch  against  the 
i^mcens  in  Spain ;  and  from  that  time»  Friesiaad  was 
gmned  by  ommlf  and  dukes*  appointed  bj  the  em- 
peror, and  afterwards  by  his  son  Louis  le  Debonnaire*. 
Ua  the  diviaon  of  the  empire  made  after  the  death  of  040 
htm,  between  his  three  sons,  Lothaire,  Louis  the 
Qsrmanic,  and  Cliarles,  sumamcd  the  Bald,  Louis 
mrini  that  portion  of  the  Netherlands  which 
lift  on  the  i-ight  of  the  Rhine,  while  the  provinces 
between  tbat  river  and  the  Meuse  and  Scheldt, 
«m  allotted  to  the  Emperor  Lothaire'.  The  sitn- 
of  these  countries  rendered  tliem  peculiarly 
obnoxious  to  the  iucursious  of  the  Danes  or  Nor- 
iBiBii  for  three  centuries  the  terror  and  scourge  of 
Europe;  and  it  was  pr<)])a])Iy  with  the  view  of  erecting 
ft  bsnier  against  their  assaults^  that  Louis  the  Germanic  868 
gmted  to  Theodore,  one  of  the  counts  in  Frieshund, 
and  to  his  heirs,  the  foi-est  of  Wai>da^t-    The  Danes, 

•  Beka  Chron.  XJltraject.,  p.  16. 

*  Johan.  k  Leid.,  lib.  iy.,  cap.  22.  Aimaled  Metensis,  ad  ouu.  735, 73C* 
'  KHhod.  Hist.^  lib.  iv.,  ad  ann.  843. 

'  Mfaai  God.  Bon.  Fla.,  torn,  i.,  p.  33,  cap.  23. 


*  TIi»  eoimts  st  this  lime  vera  olBoen  qipointed  dining  pleaean  by 
ib6  lofereigns,  to  admiidsCer  justice  and  raperfntend  mnitaiy  aSain  In 
^  dtics  and  pTovincei^  a  oertain  number  of  wbom  were  placed  undef 
tti  antbority  of  one  dnke.  Many  of  the  dukea  Imd  cotmtB  rendered 
power  beredltaiy,  and  independent  under  the  eaoeeewn  of  Cfaarle* 
Mgne  in  France  and  Germany.  Dn  Cange,  In  Comitca  et  Ducee. 
t  It  fe  now  SmpoBiSbk  to  aeoertMn  wbere  this  land  was  situated :  it  k 
mae  thought  to  hjave  been  the  hiand  of  Walcheren ;  but  thai  island, 
lyiog  between  the  Meuse  and  Scheldt^  formed  part  of  tbe  kingdom  of 
Lormine,  allotted  to  LoUiairc,  and  n|ipears  not  to  liave  been  in  the  poeaea- 
mtk  of  Louis  until  after  the  division  of  the  kingdom  between  himself 

o2 
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however,  continued  to  harass  Friezland  as  before, 
sometimes  pluadering  the  country,  and  levying  heavy 
contributions  on  the  inhabitants;  sometimes  making 
transient  settlements  there,  and  forcing  the  soveieigns 
to  surrender  to  them  possession  of  different  portions  of 
it.  Charles  III.  of  France^  sucnamed  the  Fit,  having 
become  master  of  the  Mhole  of  the  empire  of  Cliarl^ 
magne,  found  himself  obliged  to  purchase  their  absence 
from  Germany  by  the  gift  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 

883  and  the  cession  of  the  whole  of  Friezland  to  Godfrey, 
their  kings  by  which  act^  Gerlof,  the  son  of  Count 
Theodore,  became  a  subject  of  the  Dane.  The  death  of 

886  Godfrey,  who  was  treacherously  assassinated,  two  years 
after,  by  order  of  Charles^  restored  Gerlof  to  his 
allegiance  imdLr  the  Emperor  of  Getmany,  and  he 
received  from  Arnold,  successor  to  tlic  empire,  after 
the  deposition  of  Charles  the  Fat»  the  lands  lying 

889  between  the  Rhine  and  Zuithardershage**.  Gerlof  was 
the  father  of  that  Theodore  whom  the  Hollanders 
reckon  as  their  first  count,  probably  because  he  was  the 
first  who  possessed  the  monastery  of  Egrtiond,  whence 
nearly  all  the  documents  relating  to  their  early  histoij 

* 

•  Chron.  St.  Pantaleonis  npud  Eccard,  torn,  i.,  p.  873. 

*  Annal.  Sax.  Col.,  turn,  i.,  p.  222,  223. 

«  Mirei  Cod.  Don.  Pia.,  torn,  i.,  Dip.,  p.  34,  cap.  24. 


and  Charles  the  Bald,  iii  ilGU,  when  two-thirds  of  what  was  then  called 
Friezlaud  (f,  all  the  Netherlands  east  of  the  Mense),  fell  to  the 
fonuer.  Nevertheless,  in  a  subsequent  dispute  between  the  counts  of 
Holland  and  I'lamicrii  (104.5),  couceniing  the  possession  of  Walcheren, 
the  fonner  founds  his  claim  upon  this  grant. — Meyer  Chron.  FlantLy 
lib.  ii.,  ad  ann.  1007.  Otheis  have  supposed  €hat  H  was  tbe  pfsssni  Waa»- 
land ;  but  this  belonged,  not  to  Lonis,  bnt  to  Charles  the  Bald,  who  did 
hn  Act  giant  the  town  of  Tempst  (the  present  Temscbe,)  in  that  oonntry, 
to  a  monasteiy  of  Blandmian  monks.— UixkI  Bonat,  Belg.»  torn. p.  840. 
It  may  probably  have  been  thai  part  of  Holland  which  is  now  oovered 
hjtheBtflsBoseh* 

*  The  exact  sittuition  of  Zuithardershage  is  unknown:  by  the  Rhine^ 
is  meant  the  old  month  of  that  river  at  Oitwyk. 
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i    are  dmwn.    From  him,  the  line  of  sucoeflsioii,  and  the 

tlnad  of  history,  continue  unbroken.    It  is,  Luwever, 
tt  jet,  to  an  apparently  insignificant  object  that  I  have 
to  solicit  the  attention  of  my  readers;  and  the  annals 
left  us  by  the  old  chroniclers  are,  moreover,  dry  and 
meagre;  but  it  is  necessaiy*  if  ire  would  rightly 
QBderstand  our  subject,  to  examine  the  nucleus  around 
uliicli  thiti  iiiigUty  nation  formed  itself;  we  must  trace, 
in  the  humble  acorn,  the  image  of  the  lordly  oak  which 
is  one  day  to  spring  from  its  heart;  and  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  wholly  uninteresting  to  watch  the  yet  feeble 
«tale,  straggling  to  defend  her  narrow  boundary  on  the 
one  side  from  the  ocean,  at  once  her  tyrant  and  bene- 
iactor^-uuw  swallowing  up  the  earth  from  under  her 
feet,  now  bringing  health  and  abundance  into  her 
bosom; — on  the  other,  from  restless  and  ambitious  foes, 
jealous  that  the  patient  industry  of  her  people  should 
be  able  to  counterbalance  the  superior  advantages  of 
climate  and  bituation  which  they  enjoyed.    By  no  boon 
of  nature^  by  no  favours  of  fortune,  did  HoUand  rise  to 
greatness:  inch  by  inch  she  has  had  to  fight  for  the  soil 
whereon  to  raise  her  trophies  of  victor),  her  monu- 
ments of  glory! 
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lmuJer$.    ThL< "!')}■  c  HI.    Irrttpdon  of  the  Normans.    Origin  and 
Rise  of  the  Bithopric  of  Utrecht,     War  betice/ni  Holland  and 
Utrecht.    AccommodalioH  between  the  Count  atui  t/ts  BUkop^ 
PUgrmoffe  and  death  of  TkttHkre.    Theodore  IV,  Dimmiona 
hettreen  Molland  and  Flandere.    The  Five  Islands  of  the  ScMU, 
War  between  the  JSmperor  and  Biehcp  of  Utreekt  and  ike  Cottnt  ef 
ffdkmd.  Intaehn  if  BeUand  by  ike  Bmperarn  IRe  ntreoL 
War  eekk lAege  and  Oolegm.  DeaA  ef  Theoisn.  Ffmrmeel. 
AUkmee  of  ITh^t  ogainH  BotUmd.    War^  and  D^eat  of  the 
Allies.   Florence  surprised  and  killed.    Theodore  V.  Guardian^ 
ship  of  his  mother.    Her  second  marriage.     War  with  Flanders 
and  the  E^in^  of  Franc*' — ir'ith  Utrecht.     Godfrey  of  Lorraine 
takes  posseseion  of  Holland,   Theodore  recovers  his  States,  i^Ms* 
land  granted  to  the  Bishopric,  Death  of  Theodore,   FUrenee  If, 
Crusade,   PiKific  diyHmtion  of  Florence.  AlUance  witk  tks 
JSn^Are.  Death  and  Charaeter  of  Florence.  Bereiy.  Theodora 
r/,    AUianee  mth  Oermany.    Grant  <f  FrMand.  Disputae 
between  Theodore  and  kie  brother,  Infiuenee  ef  tike  Clergy  at  tXa 
Imperial  Court,    fie  effeeite  on  BolUmd,    War  with  Utrecht. 
Mode  of  defence  adopted  by  the  Bis/iop,  Peace,   Colonization  from 
Holland,    Death  of  TlieeKlore.    Florence  III.    Hostilities  tcith 
Flanders,    Marriage,    Treaty  tcith  UirecM,    Oeerjiowing  of  the 
Rhine.    Renewal  of  Hostilities  with  Flanders,    Defeat  and  Im^^ 
prxsonment  of  Florence.    Release,    Treaty  made  on  the  occemon, 
Retfolt  of  the  West  Friezlanders,   Flood.   Crueade.  Fhrmee 
diet  at  Antioek.  Qmage.  I%eodore  VIL   Ware  with  Ftandare 
and  Wett  Friexland.    Thmdore  metorioue  m         Condmet  of 
the  Bitkop  if  Utreekt  m  Friezland.    War  with  Utrecht  and 
Bre^ant.  Imprieonment  and  Death  ef  Theodore, 

Thbodobe  To  the  lands  which  this  count 
already  held,  Charles  IV.  of  France,  suruamed  the 
Simple,  added  the  abbey  of  Egmondf,  with  ito  depend* 

•  Vide  Note  B  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
t  Situated  near  Aikinoar. 
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mtim,  from  Zuithardenbage  to  Kiimem^.   Ch&rlei  913 

had  entered  into  possessiion  of  the  kingdom  of  Lor- 
iftine^  in  which  thU  territory  was  situate*  after  the 
teth  ct  the  Emperor  Looia  lU^  the  laat  deaeendaot 
of  Charlemagne  iu  Guiniauy".  Bjr  the  cession  which 
this  prinoe  made  to  the  Emperor  Henry  L  of  the  whole  024 
kingdom  of  Lorraine,  these  land%  as  well  as  the  re- 
xnaiuder  which  Coiuit  Theodore  possessed,  became  a 
fief  of  Qermany^  Nothing  further  is  known  of 
Theodore,  flian  that  he  built  a  church  of  wood  at 
Egmood,  dedicated  to  St.  Adalbert f,  and  founded  there 
a  content  of  nnnsS  The  time  of  hia  deatii  is  unoertain, 
but  it  is  generally  supposed  to  have  occurred  iu  the 
year  923\ 

Theodore  II. — Hardly  had  Theodore  established 

bim^lf  iu  the  government  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  march  against  his  rebellious 
mlifeota  in  West  Friealandi  Urtiom  he  oyeroame,  and 
forced  to  retnrn  to  obedience*.  He  had  by  his  wife, 
Hildegarde»  two  sons»  of  whom  the  younger,  Egbert^ 
beeame  archbishop  of  Trevea,  and  the  elder,  Arnold,  mar- 
ried Luitgarde,  sister  of  Theofana,  the  wife  of  Otho  II., 
emperor  of  Germany:!^.   The  Empress  Theofiinay  after  983 

*  Ann.  Sax.  CoL,  torn*  L,  p.  240. 

*  Idem,  248. 

«  Melis  Stoke,  boek  i.,  h\.  t)4. 

•>  Uernian,  Com,  Chron.  GoL,  tonu  iL,  p. 617* 

*  Johan  k  l^eid^  lib.  vii.,  cap.  2. 

*  A  stream  in  Kenuemerland.   Minti  Cud.  Don.  Pio.,  torn,  i.,  p.  35, 
cap.  26. 

t  St.  Adelbert  was  an  Englishman,  and  archdeacon  of  the  lee  of  Utrecht, 
under  WiUebrord,  the  Northnmbriao,  the  first  bishop.  Chnm.  E^und., 
cap.  1,  2. 

X  Sbeiattidtobetheriflterof  TheoAuisbjaUthaesrlylilatM'laii^ 
as  the  Giedc  Empeior  Ronianiii^  bther  of  the  latter,  had  only  two  daugh* 
ten^  Theofaneaod  Aane^  nairied  to  the  Ciar  of  Mneoovy,  (Gibbon  Ded. 
end  Fall,  fte.*  ^1*  ▼ilL,'p.        H  ia  net  Improbable  that  Lnli^arde,  par* 
ticiilaily  «  tt  it  a  Saxon  and  noi  «  Gieek  name^  might  have  been  the 
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the  death  of  her  husband,  and  during  the  minority  of  her 

6011,  Otlio  IIL,  enjoyed  a  large  share  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  empire;  and  her  alliance  with  the  family  of  the 
Count  of  Holland^  induced  her  to  use  her  influence  over 
the  mind  of  the  young  emperor,  to  obtain  for  Theodore 
a  grant  of  all  those  states  as  an  hereditaiy  fief  whiidi 
he  bad  hitherto  enjoyed  in  usufruct  only*.  In  this 
grant  were  comprehended  the  lands  lying  between  the 
Lauwera  (Liore,)  and  Ysself ;  a  Tillage^  then  known  bj 
the  name  of  Zonnemaref;  the  territory  between  the 
streams  of  Medembiick^  and  Chimeloes,  or  Gemaroha||, 
Kemmerlaiid,  Texel^  and  Maasland,  with  the  reserm- 
tionof  the  tribute,  commonly  called  "Hniislade^."  By 
this  grant  the  hereditary  succession  to  the  county  was 
placed  on  a  secure  and  permanent  footing,  and  from  it» 
perhajis,  might  more  properly  be  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  its  existence  as  a  separate  and  independent 
state**.  The  Hollanders  must  at  this  time  have  made 
some  progress  in  wealth  and  the  arts,  since  we  are  told 
that  Theodore  rebuilt  the  church  of  St.  Adelbert  of 
sfe6ne;  a  work  of  no  mean  importance  in  a  country 
wholly  destitute  of  materials  for  such  a  purpose,  and 
where*  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  considerable 
skill  must  have  been  reqiured  to  make  a  secure  founda- 
tion for  a  building  of  any  solidity.    He  also  presentedt 

dau^litpr  of  tlio  impress;  tlic  son  of  Arnold  is  called  gmndson  of  the  Em- 
press 1  htdf.ni  i,  (  Aim.  Sax.,  col.  i.,  p.  4.30,)  and  Lii it ^rde,  sister  of  tbto 
wife  of  iienry  11.    Idem  Ibid.  403.    Mclis  Stoke,  boek  i.,  bL  73. 
•  Vide  du  Canpe,  in  Feudum  et  Beneficiuni. 

t  Not  tlie  river  in  Friezland,  but  that  to  the  south  of  IIollAild,  on 
which  Ys8elnionde  is  biiuate. 
lu  Zealand. 
§  In  West  Friezland. 
II  In  th«  present  piOTince  of  Friesland. 

if  A  duty  upon  every  house,  payable  to  the  sovereign.  Johan.  a  licid., 
Hb.  Tii.^  cap.  26.  Hum  Diplonutla^  torn.  i.»  p.  62^  eap«  41. 

The  tributey  Hundade,  appeamto  have  been  long  diaeontlBnm^ 
though  we  htfe  no  evidence  as  to  the  exact  tiine  that  it  was  so. 
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lAer  its  completion,  an  altar  of  pure  gold,  inUud  widi 
precious  stones,  mth  a  volume  of  the  Gospels  likewise 
ofnmented  with  jewels  and  gold^  He  died  in  888» 
withm  a  ntontli.  after  hie  wife  Hildegarde,  aad  wad 
buried  with  her  under  one  monument  in  the  church 
viiich  he  had  built  at  Egmond'. 

Arnold. — The  grant  of  Otho  III.  rendered  it  un- 
necessaij  that  Aruold  should  obtain  the  emperor's 
eMifiiiDation  of  liia  authority*  and  tlie  aaoceaaion  hence- 
farod  passed  in  the  regular  line,  without  any  inter- 
wolioQ  of  the  imperial  sovereignty,  nor  did  tlie  emperors 
mr  inteifcve  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  internal 
government  of  the  county;  in  process  of  time,  indeed, 
the  counts  of  Holland  so  far  freed  themselves  from  the 
ties  of  feudal  allegiance,  that  it  became  at  length  a 
matter  of  dispute  whether  or  not  Holland  owed  fealty 
tA  the  mpire  at  all  Arnold's  short  reign  of  five  years 
^  tpast  in  continnal  warfare  with  his  rebellious  sub-» 
j«ts  of  West  Friezland,  by  whom  he  was  slain  in  a 
latde  fongbt  near  the  vilhige  of  Winkeii^  He  left  9J3 
ttosons,  of  whom  the  younger  Si  ward,  or  Sigefrid,  is 
lo  have  been  the  founder  of  the  noble  and  illus- 
tiiott  hoQse  of  Brederode^ 

Theodore  III.  succeeded  his  father  when  only 
twelve  years  oi  age,  the  government  being  adminis- 
tered during  his  minority  by  his  mother  Luitgarde^.  lOia 
hi  the  year  1010  the  Normans  again  made  an  irruption 
into  f  riealandy  defeated  the  Hollanders  who  opposed 
their  passage,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Utrecht;  but 
either  from  veneration  for  the  episcopal  see,  or  from 

'  Hirsi  i>i|>.|  ioni.  i.,  p.  71,  cap.  61.    Melis  Stuke,  boek  i.,  bl.  G5, 
«(«|. 

'  Johaa.  i  Leid.,  lib.  vU.,  cap.  28. 
^  Idem,  lib.  yiii.,  cap.  1, 6. 
>Ua&,fib.viii.,  cap.  3. 
'MeliaSkok0,boeki.,biga 
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esteem  for  the  saxictity  of  the  Bkhop  Ansfrid,  they 

retired  without  committing  any  injury  on  the  city:  the 
UtreohtefS  themselves  set  iire  to  the  bouses  along  the 
quay,  lest  the  enemy  might  make  use  of  them  to 
besiege  the  citadel ^  This  is  the  last  time  we  hear  of 
any  iuYasion  by  the  Nomaiis  of  either  UoUaud  or 
Fiieiland:  they  began  about  this  punted  to  estaUiah 
themselves  in  Italy  ^  aud  attracted  by  her  fertile  fields 
and  rich  wines*  heneelforward  left  nnmoleated  the  cold 
and  marshy  shores  of  the  Netherlands.  The  rdgn  of 
Theodore  was  continually  disturbed  by  hostilities  with 
Athelbald»  bishop  of  Utreeht;  and  as  he  and  his 
successors  will,  for  a  series  of  years,  appear  often  as 
enemies,  aud  sometimes,  though  rarely,  as  allies  of  the 
Counts  of  Holbmd,  a  few  observations  on  the  origin 
and  rise  of  this  l^shoprio  may  not  be  misplaced. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventh  oentuiy,  Dagobert» 
first  king  of  Austrasia,  having  conquered  Utrecht*  from 
the  Friezlanders,  founded  there  a  Cliristian  church: 
but  the  greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants  being  still 
heathens,  and  the  Friezlanders  again  taking  poi»essien 
of  the  town,  it  was  some  time  after  destroyed".  In 
the  year  71d»  Wiliebrord,  the  Northumbrian  priest 
before  mentioned  as  being  enjoined  by  Pepin  Heristal 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  Fhezland,  and  who  in  696  had 
been  created  by  the  Pope  Archbishop  of  Frieslaod, 
fixed  the  scat  of  his  bishopric  at  Utrecht,  where  he 
built  a  church  and  monastery  ^   Charles  Martei,  mayor 

^  Alpsrtat  de  DiT.  Temporum,  Col.  torn,  i.^  UK  I.,  cap.  9,  ie« 
^  aiioNiidi  Hist  dM  Rep.  Italy  torn.     p.  see. 
»  Vide  Lett«r  of  St.  Boniftce  to  Pope  Steflien»  la  llinei  Cod.  Don. 
Ffa., torn.!., cop.  10^ p.  19^14.  , 

•  Hiflt.  Wn.  Hedc  in  Wmebroido,  p.  25;  Bedo  Hist  Eoo.^  UK  N 
«sp*ll.  

*  Antonina  in  the  timo  of  the  Uonians:  it  was  afterward?,  calle<l  Wil- 
tenbui^r  hy  the  WiUs,  a  n<ition  of  Sclavi,  who  formed  a  settlement  tlierc. 
The  uaiue  of  Tiajecluin,  or  Utrecht,  was  given  to  it  hy  Dngobert 
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of  ike  pakMe  to  Tbierri  IV.,  king  of  Anstrasia, 
gmntetl  to  the  (Jburcb,  in  722,  all  the  royal  domains 
iod  priiil^iw  ia  sad  arcrand  Utiedit*  with  seTerml 

other  rich  estates":  and  alter  the  death  of  Gerolf  of 
Fridiiaod,  father  of  the  first  Couut  of  IIollaud,UdilbaLd* 
btahop  igf  Utreoht,  obtained  for  hit  chureh  ffom  Zwen*- 
1 1  bold,  king  of  Lorraine,  (son  of  the  Emperor  Arnold,) 
liie  sixth  part  of  the  fisheiy  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bhine» 
vUdi  Gerolf  had  before  enjoyed,  and  the  third  of 
nearly  all  the  royal  tolls  and  customs  in  Kcmmerland 
and  Weet  Friealand*,  to  the  TexeP.  In  the  year  d37, 
fte  Knperor  Otho  L  of  Germany  granted  to  Baldric, 
then  bishop  of  Utrecht,  the  privilege  of  coining  money, 
aad  beitowed  on  hhn  the  land  lying  between  Gouda 
and  Schoonhoven,  and  the  tolls  at  Muyden  on  the 
Vechf^.  By  Ansfirid,  predecessor  of  the  present  bishop, 
file  domain  of  Utreoht  had  been  enriched  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Teisterband,  (an  ancient  county,  extending 
horn  Wyk  te  Duurstede  to  the  old  Meuse^)  and  thus 
Imght  cloae  to  the  territoriee  of  the  Counts  of  H(ri«* 
land,  over  the  whole  of  which,  likewise,  the  Church  of 
Ulredit  had  a  spiritual  jnriadiction;  and  this  furnished 
hi Aope  with  a  pretext  for  laying  claim  to  the  tem- 
poral sovereignty  the  county*.  Hence  arose  disputes 
af  a  natnre  earily  exasperated  into  hostilities.  On  the 
present  occasion,  the  Bishop  Athelbald  had  encouraged 
his  vassal,  Theodore  Bavo,  margrave  of  that  part  of  his 
Aoeese  which  bordered  on  the  county  of  HoUand,  in 
bis  attempts  to  extend  his  authority  within  the  confines 

•  Minei  Don  Belg.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  3;         torn.  1^  p. 491* 
»  Heda  In  OdObald,  p.  66, 66, 

4  B^daia  Bald,  p.  81—87. 

'  Minn  Dip.,  p.  262, 263;  Heda in  Anfrid,  p.  04, 05. 

•  Mimt  XKp.  ptnim,  torn,  i  v.,  p.  373,  4^ ;  Bozhom  Theat,  Urb.  HolL, 
«p.  3,  p.  20. 

^  TIm  northern  part  of  the  province  of  Holland. 
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of  Count  Theodore's  territories*.   Theodm  compelled 

Bavo  to  evacuate  Bodegrave,  of  which  he  had  possessed 
luiuself,  and  in  order  to  provide  a  barrier  against  the 
J015  enerofichments  of  this  restless  neighbomv  he  built  and 
fortified  the  celebrated  town  of  Dordrecht",  which 
became,  and  long  i*emained,  the  capital  of  the  county* 
and  ever  afterwards  held  the  first  rank  in  the  assembly 
of  the  States.    Here  he  levied  tolls  upon  all  vessels 
passing  up  or  down  the  Waal.   This  excited  great, 
disoontent  among  the  merchants,  particufairl  j  those  of 
Tiel»  who  earnestly  petitioned  the  emperor  to  release 
them  from  the  exactions  of  the  Ck>unt  of  Hollaad, 
representing,  that  otherwise  they  would  be  forced  to 
discontinue  their  trade  to  England,  and  consequently 
should  be  unable  to  pay  him  their  accustomed  tribute'' 
These  complaints,  supported  by  the  influence  of  the 
Bishop  of  Utrecht,  had  so  great  weight  with  the 
emperor,  that  he  commanded  Godfrey,  duke  of  Lor- 
raine, to  assist  the  bisliop  in  expelling  Theo<h)re  from 
the  fortress  of  Dordrecht.    Godfrey,  in  obedience  to 
his  orders,  assembled  a  laige  body  of  troops,  and 
accompanied  by  the  Bishops  of  Cologne,  Cambray, 
Liege,  and  Utrecht,  with  their  forces,  landed  at  Vla^* 
dingen  on  the  MerwOp  at  that  thne  the  residenoe  of 
the  Counts  of  Holland.    In  the  engagement  which 
ensued,  an  event,  as  singukr  as  unexpected,  turned 
the  fortune  of  the  day  in  fovour  of  the  Hollanders, 
and  saved  the  infant  state  from  the  destructiou  which 
appeared  inevitable:  the  battle  was  at  the  hottest,  and 
the  Hollanders  were  defending  themselves  bravely, 
but  almost  hopelessly,  against  superior  number^;,  when 
suddenly  a  voice  was  heard  crying,  ^  Fly,  fly."  None 

*  Beka  Clmm.  Ultra  in  Addb^  p.  S7. 

«  Van  Loon  Aloude  HoU.  Hist.,  2  decL,  U.  272. 

*  Alpert.  de  Dir.  Tern*       torn.  L,  lib.  ii^  cap.  20. 
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eould  tell  from  whence  the  sound  proceeded,  and  It 
VIS  iherefofe  interpfeted  bj  the  troops  of  Lonaine^  u 
ivifiung  from  Heayen*:  thm  rout  was  instantaneous 
and  complete;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  foot  soldiers 
beioiigmg  to  the  Bishops  of  Liege  and  Cambraj  were 
iUd:  numbers,  in  their  eagerness  to  escape,  were  1018 
drowned  in  the  Jbierwe,  and  the  shore  is  said  to  have 
been  strewed  with  dead  bodies  for  the  space  of  nearly 
two  miles.  The  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  with  a  few  fol- 
lowersy  saved  themselves  by  flight;  arid  the  Duke  of 
Lomine  remained  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  Theodore, 
who  shortly  after  released  him,  in  order  that  he  mi«:ht 
negotiate  a  reconciliation  with  the  emperor'.  Under 
ius  nediatioin,  the  bishop,  finding  himself  destitute  of 
allies,  was  reluctantly  brought  to  terms  of  accommoda- 
Uoq7;  and  the  Coont  of  Holland  afterwards  held  the 
ditpiited  territory  of  Bodegrave,  Merwede,  and  Zwam- 
merdam,  as  a  feudatory  of  the  bishop*.  The  miseries 
sf  this  war  were  supposed  to  have  been  foretold  by 
die  appeaiance  of  a  cotnet,  which  had  excited  great 
tenor  a  short  time  previously*.  Theodore  concluded 
Us  long  and  troabled  reign  of  thirty-four  years^  by  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land;  he  died  soon  after  his  1089 
return,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Egmond^ 
Imiag  behind  him  a  high  reputation  for  valour  and 

*  Beka  in  Adelbold,  p.  38. 

*  Alpert.  de  Dir.  Temp.,  lib.  ii.,  cap,  21. 
f  Ai^.  Sox.,  col.  ],  p.  450. 

*  Alpert  de  IKr.  Temp.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  le. 

*  He  became  a  ^Uber  feudalis"  or  free  Feuar  of  Utrecht,  (t.  mob 
vlio  acknowledged  feudal  superiority  only,)  and  ob  sticli  obtained  a  r^t 
to  vote  in  the  election  of  the  bishop,  (Heda,  p.  114.)  The  right  which  vas- 
gare  of  voting  in  the  election  of  abbots,  and  bishops,  rendered  oven 
the  most  powerful  temporal  soverci^s  demrous  of  hoMing  fiefs  under 
theia.  Thus  the  Emperor  Frederick  1.  (j))taiiied  the  chai-ge  of  Grand 
Seneschal  to  the  chureh  of  Bamberg;,  in  respect  of  some  lands  lie  held  in 
the  PalaUoaie.  bchmidt^  iiUt.  des  Alleraandea^  torn,  iv.,  p.  04,  IQH, 
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abilitj«.  He  had  two  sons  by  hk  wife  -OltiMkkt» 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Saxouy,  Theodore  and  Fla- 
reDce^  of  whom  the  eldest  suceeeded  him^ 

Theodore  IV. — In  the  reign  of  this  prince  began 
the  iirst  of  a  long  serief=t  of  dissensioiia  between  the 
oonnte  of  Holland  and  Flanders^  coneeming  Ae 
possession  of  Walclicien,  and  the  other  islands  of 
Zeakmd;  west  of  the  Scheid.  The  Flemings  claimed 
these  territories  in  Tirtne  of  a  giant  made  bj  the 

1007  Emperor  Henry  II.  to  Baldwin  I\\,  siimamed  Long- 
beard»  count  of  Fkaders»  while  the  Hollanders  insisted 
on  a  prior  right,  oonfened  by  the  gift  of  Lonis  the 
Germanic,  in  the  year  868,  to  Theodore,  the  first 
count  of  Hollands  Baldwiui  fifth  aon  and  aaceese<Hr 
of  Baldwin  Longbeard,  undertook  a  hostile  expedition 
into  Friezland,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  Theodore  to 

1045  resign  his  claims  to  Walcheren ;  but  no  further  par> 
tienlars  of  the  war  are  gi^en,  than  that  Baldwin  re* 
turned  victorious,  and  without  loss,  to  FIander8<i.  It 
was  attended,  howoTer,  with  oTil  consequences  to 
Holland ;  since  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht^  talcing  advan* 
tage  of  the  embarrassment  it  occasioned  to  Theodore^ 
induced  the  Emperor  Henry  III.  to  lend  him  fain 
assistance  in  regaining  possession  of  those  lands  about 
the  Merwe  and  Khine,  of  which,  he  maintained  that 

*  Beka  in  Bcmiilph,  p.  HO ;  Johau.  4  Jjud,  Hb«  iz^cap.  16 

^  Mrli-  Stoke,  bock  i.,  p.  'M. 

^  Meyer  Annules  Flandrens^  lib.  ii.,  ad  asm*  IQOTf  p*  22» 

*  Idem,  ad  ann,  1(H5,  lib.  Ui^  p.  24, 


*  Flanders  wns  erected  into  a  county  in  tlie  year  863,  hy  Charles  11^ 
or  Bald,  king  of  France,  in  favour  of  Bald^^'in  Forester  of  Flanders,  who 
had  married  ]m  daughter  Judith  ;  it  was  constantly  held  O-s  a  fief  of 
France.  The  tenn  Fleminjys,  whicli  has  hcf^n  indiscriminately  applied 
to  all  the  inhahitants  of  the  Nrtherlamls,  is  here,  to  avoid  confusion, 
contiiied  10  tliusf  uf  Flanders  only.  When  the  people  of  the  different 
states  of  the  low  countries  are  spoken  of  collectively,  the  word  Xiethep- 

iuudclJi  13  used. 
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Cmmt  Theodore  lU.  had  ud justly  depriyed  his  pre* 
dMMor.  Die  emperor,  at  Uie  heed  of  a  nomcsoiie 

army,  sailed  down  the  river  from  Utrecht  to  Dordrecht, 
wiiieh  he  forced  to  siu-reudeTy  as  well  as  the  towns  of 
VhBdiiigeii,  and  lUiTiulrarrt  in  Delftlaad.   He  wm  1047 

not  able  long  to  retain  these  places,  for  Theodore 
hnug  formed  an  aUianee  with  Oodfirey  of  Lorraiiie^ 
mmm  and  demtated  the  biAoprie  of  Utreeht»  while 
Godfrey  made  himself  master  of  the  imperial  city  of 
NanegQen;  and  the  entperor^e  army  was  foieed  to 
mraale  DeMUand,  frmi  the  overflowing  of  the  Mease, 
wiiieh  rendered  it  impo^^sible  for  the  troops  to  remain 
IB  tMr  eneampments^  I^e  foroe  of  the  floods,  aiso^ 
hifbtg  broken  down  the  dyke  which  confined  the 
bed  of  the  river,  it  extended  itself  so  widely  as  to 
leeome  too  riiaUaw  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the 
emperor's  shipp,  which  being  embarraBsed  in  the  mnd, 
were  easily  mastered  by  the  Hollanders  in  their  light 
flit-bottomed  boats,  contiived  purposely  for  this  sort 

f  navigation'.  The  emperor  was,  therefore,  obliged 
to  retreat  ovo^land  to  Utreoht»  pursued  by  Theodore 
ttd  a  small  band  of  troops,  who  so  harassed  the  rear 
of  his  army,  that  Henry  with  difficulty  succeeded  in 
radiing  the  dty  in  safety^.  His  departure  left 
Theodore  at  liberty  to  regain  possession  of  all  the 
territory  he  had  lost,  which,  however,  he  was  not 
tetined  to  enjoy  long  in  peace.  In  a  tournament 
Wd  the  following  year  at  Liege,  having  accidentally  1048 
iuHicted  a  mortal  wound  on  the  brother  of  Herman, 
ttthbisbop  of  Oologne,  the  followers  of  the  archbishop, 
together  with  those  of  the  Bi^sliop  of  Liege,  immedi- 

^y  attacked  the  Hollanders^  and  dew,  among  many 

•  Lanbtttiit  Aachsfltaibiiigaiili,  sd  aim.  1047. 
'  HfltBUDi,  CMnet,  ad  ami.  lOiT. 
t  Hcrmaimiu  Concri,  sd  ann.  1047* 
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others,  two  natural  brothers  of  the  count.  Theodore 
himself  hardly  avoided  the  same  fate  by  a  hasty  flight, 
and  enmged  at  the  conduct  of  the  two  bishcpSy  caofled 
all  the  merchant  ships  of  Liege  and  Cologne  to  be 
burnt,  and  forbade  any  future  traihc  with  the  bishoprics  ^ 
The  biBhops  hereupon  made  a  confederation  wiUi 

Egbert,  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  and  the  bishops  of 
Utrecht  and  Metz,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
disaffected  nobles  of  Holland,  gained  posBeasion  of 
Dordrecht'.  Count  Theodore,  at  the  head  of  a  not 
very  numerous  force,  soon  after  re-entered  the 
town  by  uight,  and  obliged  his  enemies  to  eTaeoate 
it ;  but  a  few  days  afterwards,  while  passing  unguard- 
edly through  a  narrow  street^  he  received  a  wound 
from  a  poisoned  arrow,  shot  by  an  unknown  band, 
and  died  within  three  days  in  Januar}%  1049^.  The 
street  in  which  this  Bcddent  occurred  afterwards  bore 
the  name  of  ^  Giaayen  Straat,^  or  Count's  Street^. 
Theodore  died  unmarried,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother. 

1049  Florekce  I. — ^The  reign  of  this  prince,  like  that 
of  his  predecessors,  was  rendered  turbulent  and  un- 
happy, by  the  restless  jealousy  and  enmity  of  the 
Bishop  of  T  trecht.  In  the  year  1058,  William  I  , 
who  then  filled  this  see,  formed  a  confederacy  against 
Florence,  with  his  brother  Wishard,  governor  of 
Gueklres,  llaiiiio,  archbishop  of  Cologne,  the  Bishop 
of  Liege,  the  Count  of  Louvain,  the  Lord  of  Cuyck, 
and  Egbert,  margrave  of  Brandenburg;  and  these 
nobles,  with  their  united  armies,  accompanied  by 
some  troops  of  the  empire,  invaded  the  county  of 

^  Sciin'ver*8  Giaavea  in  Hied.  4,  1  deeL,  bl,  166.  Joban.  k  JUid., 
lib.  X.,  cap.  5. 

*  Joli.in.  ;\  Leid,,  lib.  x.,  cap.  C. 

^  Ikka  in  licniulpb.,  p.  40.    Melis  Stoke,  boek  i.,  bL  llO. 
i  Boxhom  Theat.  Urb.  Holl^  p.  m. 
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Ilollaiulm.  Florence,  despairiiicf  of  bein^f  able  to 
witiistaud  80  oTerwbeimiug  a  iorce,  had  irecouree  to 
a  BtntAgem^  miteh  in  use  in  the  warfiwe  of  early 
ages.  Ill  a  lield,  near  Dordrecht,  where  his  forces 
were  drawn  up  to  await  the  attack,  he  caused  pits 
to  be  dug,  and  lightly  coTefed  with  turf,  into  which 
several  of  the  enemies'  hoiise,  wla-n  advancing  briskly, 
as  if  to  certain  victory,  suddenly  fell,  and  being  unable 
to  extricate  themselves,  the  whole  army  was  thrown 
into  the  utmost  couiusion;  at  this  moment  Count 
Florence  led  forward  his  troops,  and  as  they  met  with 
scaroely  any  resistance,  the  issue  of  the  batUe  was 
decisive  ia  their  favour;  60,000  of  the  allied  troops 
vere  slain,  and  the  Governor  of  Gueldres,  the  Count 
of  Louvain,  and  the  Bishop  of  Liege  made  prisoners ^  106J 
A  like  success  attended  the  arms  of  the  count  in  a 
mond  invasion,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  the 
Margrave  of  Braudenljur^,  and  the  Lord  of  Cuyck, 
whom  he  defeated,  and  put  to  flight  in  an  obstinate 
and  murderous  battle^  fought  near  the  village  of  lower  * 
Ilemert.  Wearied  with  the  coiubiit,  Count  Florence 
fell  asleep  under  a  tree,  not  far  from  the  scene  of 
action,  when  the  Lord  of  Cuyck,  having  reassembled 
his  scattered  soldiers,  returned,  and  surprising  him 
thus  defenceless,  put  him  to  death  with  a  great 
number  of  his  followers^  He  did  not,  however, 
venture  to  attack  the  main  body  of  the  army,  which 
retired  in  safety*  Florence  left  by  his  wife  Gertrude, 
daughter  of  Herman,  duke  of  Saxony,  one  son,  The- 
odore, and  a  daughter  named  Bertha,  or  Matilda, 
afterwards  married  to  Philip  L,  king  of  France^ 

■  Petnis  DivcD*  AtmL  BnlNuit,  lib. 

*  Heda,  p.  12ff«  Joluui.  k  LeicL,  Ub.  xl.,  ciip.  6. 

•  Melis  Stoke^  boek  i«,  bU  116.     Maniiscript  Chronyck  van  %mond 
in  Sebiyrei's  GnuiTra,  1  deel.,  bl.  174. 

I'  U«lis  Stokc^  boek  i.,  bl.  111.    Velly  Hist  de  Ftancc,  Una.  it, 
^408. 

VOL.  I.  D 
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Theodore  V.,  being  a  child  of  tender  yetis 

at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  was  placed  uuder 
the  guardianship  of  his  mother,  Gertrude  of  Saxony* 
She  had  conducted  the  administration  scarcely  two 
1063  years,  when  she  contracted  a  second  marriage  with 
Robert,  the  younger  son  of  Baldwin  of  Flanders^ 
(sunianiod  from  this  alliance  the  Frisian,)  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  nobles,  conferred  on  him  the 
government  of  the  county  during  the  minoiity  of 
her  son*». 

It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Bishop  of 
Utrecht  would  neglect  so  favourable  an  opportunity, 

as  the  succession  of  a  minor  to  the  county  of  Holland, 
for  advancing  pretensions  to  some  portion  at  least  of 
the  states,  to  the  whole  of  which  he  imagined  he  had 
a  claim ;  more  particularly  as  William  I.,  the  preseut 
occupant  of  the  see,  was  a  prelate  of  a  character  no 
less  warlike  and  enterprising  than  his  predecessor, 
and  enjoyed,  moreover,  at  this  time  great  iniluence 
in  the  Imperial  court. 

The  Emperor  Henry  IV.,  elected  King  of  the 
Romans  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  was  still  a  child 
only  twelve  years  of  age ;  and  Hanno,  archbishop  of 
Cologne,  the  spiritual  lord  and  intimate  friend  of  the 
Bishop  of  Utrecht,  having  possessed  himself  of  the 
person  of  the  young  sovereign,  governed  as  he  pleased 
in  his  name'".  The  bishop,  therefore,  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  any  jfiavour  which  he  might  think 
fit  to  desire,  and  accordingly  in  May,  1064,  a  grant  was 
made  to  him  in  the  name  of  tiie  emperor,  of  the  whole 
of  the  county  west  of  the  Vlie,  and  about  the  Rhine, 
with  the  abbe)'  of  Egmond,  besides  all  those  lands 

1  Johan.  a  LeLd.,  lib*  xiii.,  cap,  !•  Meyer  Chrozu  Fiaad.,  lib.  iiL,  ad 

nnn.  lor>i],  p.  2G. 
'  Aon.  Sax.  Col.,  toni.  i.,  p.  403. 

■\ 
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from  which  Theodure  IlL  had  expelled  Tlieodore 
Bavon  The  cireum8taiice»  probably,  of  Gertnide'a 
aam'age  with  Robert  the  Friman,  whose  reputation 
rtood  liigii  for  courage,  and  abilityt  prevented  the 
bishop  from  attempting  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  bit 
rights  for  some  years,  and  he  had  employed  the  inter- 
Tenfng  time  in  a  pilgrimage  to  tlie  iialy  Land^. 
Aflter  his  retom  fiom  thence  a  favourable  coqjnnctnre' 

rfTered  itself  for  enforcing  the  Im])erial  L'lant. 

Baldwin  VI^  count  of  Flanders,  had  succeeded 
his  father,  Baldwin  Y.,  in  1067,  and  died  after  a 
Bfhort  reign,  leaving  his  son  ArnoM  an  infant,  when 
the  government  was  assumed  by  Bicbilda,  widow  of 
die  late  eoont,  as  regent  dnring  her  son's  minority^ 
But  the  nobles  and  people  soon  becoming  weary  of  her 
eitortioDS  and  oppression,  sent  to  petition  Aobert  the 
Fririan  to  come  over  and  take  possession  of  the 
regency,  to  mIucU  he  was  entitled,  moreover,  by  a  will 
made  in  his  favour  by  his  brother  Baldwin,  a  short  time 
before  his  deatl),  at  Oudciuirde^.  On  Robert's  demand 
that  liichilda  should  make  an  amicable  surrender  of 
the  administration,  she  not  only  refused  compliance, 
but  eonfiwated  Alost^  and  the  five  islands  of  Zealand 
west  of  the  Scheldt,  possessions  of  Bobert  in  Flan- 
ders, and  exercised  great  severity  on  those  she  sua* 
pected  of  being  his  partisans^.  To  avenge  these 
injuries,  Bobert  collected  a  considerable  body  of  troops, 
and  besieging  Richilda  in  Ryssel,  whither  she  had 
retired  on  his  a])proach,  forced  her  to  fly  into  Prance,  lOJl 
aod  place  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  king, 
Philip  I.,  liege  lord  of  Flanders.    She  succeeded  so 

•  Bcka  in  WQbelm^  p.  40.  Minri  Bip,Be|g.,  torn. cap.     p.  m. 
«  Heda  la  WDhelm.,  p.  131. 

•  Hcycr  AmL  Fhnd.,  ad  ami*  1070,  p.  20. 
Mdem.  Melk  Stoke,  boek    bL  125. 

•  Johan,  k  Iieid.,Ub.  xUi.,  cap.  4. 
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well  in  making  lier  cause  appear  identified  with  that  of 
her  8on  Arnold*,  that  Philip  marched  in  person  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  force  to  defend  the  interests  of  his 
Tassal.  The  two  armies  meeting  near  Casset,  the  king 
sustained  a  severe  defeat;  the  young  Couut  Arnold, 
who  was  present  at  the  battle,  was  slain,  and  Bichilda 
herself  taken  prisoner*.  The  kincf  of  France  was 
glad,  therefore,  to  conclude  a  peace  on  terms  the  most 
favourable  to  Robert,  whom  he  acknowledged  as  Count 
of  Flanders,  engaging  at  the  same  time  to  marrj  his 
step-daughter,  Bertha,  who  shortly  after  became  queen 
of  France.  Bichilda  was  subsequently  released,  at  the 
intercession  of  the  emperor^. 

It  was  during  these  transactions  in  Flanders,  that 
William,  bishop  of  Utrecht,  haying  gained  Godfrey, 
duke  of  Lorraine,  to  his  alliance,  by  promising  him  the 
goYemment  of  Holland,  as  a  fief  of  the  bishopric,  gave 
him  the  command  of  tlie  united  forces  of  Utrecht  and 
Lorraine,  joined  to  some  bands  of  mercenaries  t  from  the 
neighbouring  states'.  Godfrey,  although  small  and 
deformed  in  person,  was  a  loader  of  undoubted  skill, 
brave,  sagacious,  and  eloquent,  and  the  expedition 
under  his  conduct  was  entirely  successful.  Bobert 
advanced  to  Leyden,  and  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to 
make  a  stand  against  his  enemies.  Being  defeated  in 
a  severe  battle,  he  was  forced,  with  his  wife  and  her 
eliildren,  to  take  refuge  in  Ghent.   Holland,  and,  soon 

>  Mdis  Stoke^,  bode  i.,  R  129. 
'  Joban.  k  Leid.,  lib.  xiii.,  p.  IS5. 

*  Heda  in  Wilhelm^  p.        Johan.  k  Leid.,  Ub.  xiii.,  cap.  S. 


♦  Some  historians  say,  that  »\ie  yurcliasod  the  mipport  of  the  K'ln^  of 
France  at  the  price  of  4000  pounds  of  silver.  iEgid.  de  Koya,  od  ann. 
1070,  p.  27. 

t  "  Stipendiai-ios.**  Julian,  a  LciiL,  ubi  sup.  This  is  the  first  time  we 
find  mention  ui  the^e  kind  of  troops  in  the  Netherlands. 
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after,  West  Friezland,  submitted  to  Godfrey;  Le  also 
foiiqiiered  and  brought  under  subjectiou  the  East 
RieifauKlera*.  He  founded  the  oity  of  Delft* 
where,  after  having  goTemed  the  country  for  about 
four  jears  with  great  liarsbuess  aad  severity,  be  was 
Marinated  by  one  Gilbert^  a  servant  of  Count  Theo- 
dore; and  soon  after  he  received  the  fatal  wound, 
he  caused  himself  to  be  conveyed  to  Utrecht»  where  he 
died^f.  His  death  vas  followed  in  the  same  year  by  1075 
ftat  ui  VVilliam,  bishop  of  Utrecht^  Conrad,  successor 
lo  tlie  see,  assumed*  likewise^  the  government  of 
HoHand;  and  to  defend  himself  against  any  disturb- 
attce  on  the  part  of  Bobei  t  the  Frisian  and  Theodore, 
he  completed  the  fort  of  Ysselmonde*  begun  by 
William,  Avhich  commanded  the  passage  along  the 
Yfisel^  The  Hollanders,  unable  to  endure  with 
fitience  the  einscopal  yoke,  earnestly  desired  the 
Rstoration  of  their  lawful  sovereign,  while  the  young 
Theodore  wished  no  less  ardently  to  recover  his 
pskenial  inheritance;  and  Robert  the  Frisian  being  in 
traiujuil  j>ossession  of  Flanders,  found  himself  at  liberty 
to  assist  bis  adopted  son  iu  the  enterprise  he  now 
fiinned  for  this  pur})08e^  In  order  to  strengthen  1076 
themselves  by  an  important  alliance,  they  sought  the 
friendship  of  William  the  Conqueror,  then  king  of 
England,  who  had  married  Matilda,  sister  of  liobert 
the  Frisian*   William  sent  some  vessels  to  their  assist- 

»  Joban.  li  Lcid.,  lib.  xiii.,  cap.  5 ;  lih.  ?;iv.,  rnp.  2. 

^  Hcda  in  Willielm.,  p.  131.   Melis  Stoke,  boek  i.,  bl,  137. 

'  Btka  in  Wilhdiii.,  p.  42. 

*  Mem,  p.  43. 

t  ScbiyTer'8  Giaaven,  1  dcel.,  bl.  243.    Melis  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  bl.  347. 

*  Inbafaltantft  of  the  present  province.  Vide  Note  C.  at  the  end  of  the 

Tolume. 

t  Tlie  extrnnf^  deformity  of  hi»  per&ou  obtained  for  Godfrey  the  sur- 
laitte  of  Humpback* 
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aiu  e,  which,  uniting  with  those  of  Count  Robert,  sailed 
towards  the  Merwe.  A  large  number  of  Utrecht 
ships  lay  in  the  mouth  of  that  riven  to  oppose  their 
passage;  l»ut  after  a  long  and  severe  contest,  the  whole 
of  the  bishop's  fleet  was  either  captured  or  dispersed, 
and  the  fortress  of  Ysselmonde^  where  Conrad  himself 
then  resided,  was  forced  to  surrender,  on  condition  that, 
a  free  passage  being  granted  to  him  and  his  foliowera> 
fhe  bishop  should  renounce  all  claim  to  the  states  of 
the  Count  of  Holland,  and  restore  all  the  conquests 
made  by  himself  or  his  predecessors^  The  fDrtrees 
was  afterwards  dismantled,  and  the  inhabitants  joyfully 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Count  Theodora  who^  as 
soon  as  he  was  confirmed  in  the  possession  of  the 
county,  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Othilda, 
daughter  of  Fredei irk,  duke  of  Saxony^. 

The  Bishop  of  Utrecht  finding  his  hopes  of  aggran* 
disemeat  frustrated  on  the  side  of  Holland,  fixed  tbeiu 
on  another  quarter.  During  the  long  and  vexatious 
disputes  between  the  Emperor  Henry  IV.,  and  Pope 
Grecrory  VII.,  which  embittered  that  princes  reign, 
and  hnally  shortened  his  days,  the  bishop  constantly 
adhered  to  the  side  of  the  emperor,  and  took  care  to 
secure  ample  compensation  for  his  fidelity.  Egbert* 
Margrave  of  Brandenburg^  being  slain  whilst  engaged 
in  rebellion  against  his  sovereign,  his  states,  after  his 

1077<l©ath»  were  confiscated,  and  the  bishop  obtained  for 
his  share  the  counties  of  Staveren,  Oostergowe,  Wes- 

1086  tergouwe,  and  Islegowe,  comprising  uearlj  the  whole 
of  the  present  province  of  Friezlaud,  which  had  been 
wrested  by  Egbert  from  Theodore  of  Holland,  after 
the  death  of  Godfrey  the  Humpback  of  Lorraine^ 

'  Beka  in  Conr.,  j).  43. 

»  Mclis  btuke,  bot'k  ii.,  bl.  348—360.    Johan.  k  Leid.,  lib.  xv.,  cap.  2. 
»•  UeUa  in  Con.,  p.  m  Julian,  a  ieicL,  Ub.  xv.,  cap.  5. 
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i  The  county  thongh  he  liired  some  years  after,  made  no 

attempt  to  dispute  with  the  bibliop  the  possessions  cou^ 
fared  on  him  bj  this  grant;  he  died  in  1081,  having 
goferaed  the  connty  fifteen  years  after  his  restoration, 
Jeavi'jig  ojily  one  hou  by  his  wife,  Othiida,  of  J^axouy'. 

Florbnce       Slummed  the  Fat — ^In  his  reign,  109] 
the  preaching  of  Peter  the  hermit  inflamed  nearly  the 
whole  of  £urope  with  the  desire  of  rescuing  the  tomb 
€f  the  Bedeemer  from  the  hands  of  the  infidels.  The 
events  of  tiiiis  singidar  ])licnonienon  in  the  hibLory  of 
manidnd  are  so  geneiaUy  i^Qown,  the  motives  of  the 
dergy  who  kindled  the  zeal  of  the  multitudes,  the  1095 
temper  and  opinions  of  the  people  who  responded  to 
tbeir  caU»  the  crimes  and  miseries  which  these  expedi* 
tkww  caused  and  encouraged,  with  tilie  advantages 
wliich  ultimately  ensued  from  them,  have  been  so  often 
sad  80  amply  discussed  by  the  most  able  historian^, 
that  it  would  be  superfluous  and  even  tedious  to  dwell 
upon  them  here;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  ehects  on 
H(41aiid  wreie,  for  some  time  at  least,  comparatively 
slight;  for  though  we  find  tlio  nauies  of  boveral  of  her 
aobihty  uumbeied  in  the  ranks  of  tlio  Crusaders,  and 
tmoog  tbem  those  of  Arkel  and  Brederode,  the  most 
powerful  and  illustrious  in  the  state,  yet,  whether  that 
the  mercantile  habits  of  the  people  rendered  them 
unwilling  to  engage  in  war,  except  some  tangible 
advantage  were  to  be  gained  by  it,  or  that  their  con- 
stant hostilities  with  the  bishops  of  Utrecht  had  placed 
the  Church  in  such  an  unfavourable  point  of  view,  as 
to  render  them  less  liable  than  the  rest  of  the  world 
to  spiritual  influence^  certain  it  is,  tliat  the  enthu* 
riasm  was  neither  so  highly  wrought  nor  so  widely 
diSbsed  as  among  the  other  peoples  of  j!^uro[)e,  and 
particularly  the  neighbouring  county  of  Flanders. 

t  M«1U  Stoke,  bvc'k  U.,  U.  350,  d51. 
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Their  preseut  couut  also,  Jbloreuce  the  I'at,  was,  unlike 
his  ancestors,  a  man  of  a  pacific  and  Bomewhat  indolent 
disposition,  insomuch  that  he  lived  during  the  whole 
of  his  reign  in  peace,  not  onlj  with  the  emperor,  but 
even  with  his  restless  neighbour  and  hereditary  foe, 
the  Bishop  of  Utrecht\  The  only  tramaction  wherein 
we  find  them  opposed  to  each  other,  was  of  a  kind  not 
unprofitable  to  the  count.  The  Bishop  Conrad  had 
possessed  himself  of  a  church  at  All)urg,  to  wliich  the 
Abbot  of  St.  Trayes  in  Liege  deemed  he  liad  the  sole 
n^afht.  Florence,  who  was  the  advocate*  of  the  abbey, 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  a  surrender  of  tlie  church, 
to  the  abbot,  but  caused  himself  to  be  well  paid  for 
his  services;  for  the  abbot  tells  us  that,  he  "was 
obliged  to  draw  the  unwieldy  body  of  Count  Florence, 
our  advocate,  with  silyer  cords  from  Holland  to 
Utrecht,  and  to  bend  the  stiif  neck  of  the  bishop  with 
a  hammer  of  the  same  materialV  Florence  sought 
to  increase  his  power  rather  by  friendly  alliances  than 
by  conquests;  he  married  Petronella,  daughter  of 
Theodore,  duke  of  Saxony,  and  half  sister  of  Lotbaire, 
afterwards  Emperor  of  Germany"^;  and  on  the  accee^ 
1106  sion  of  Henry  V.  to  the  empire,  the  count  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  him,  by  which  it  was  provided,  that 
they  should  use  their  united  eiforts  to  obtain  posses- 

^  Bt'ka  in  Godebold,  p.  4^5. 

'  Chron.  Rudnlphi  in  Vat.  Hiet.  gcquot.,  boek  yiL,  No.  8, 
-  Melifl  Stoke,  boek  U.,  bl.  364, 366. 


*  The  Hell  abbeys  and  blafaoprict  elected  an  adTOcaie,  whose  bonncsa 
it  mm  to  defend  their  intereste  in  the  eceular  conrtii^  and,  if  reqnized,  to 
maivh  at  the  head  of  their  yaseals  in  war*  They  were  also  eslled,  froni 
the  nature  of  the  former  duty,  Causidid."  (Dn  Cange, « AdTOoatt 
Ecclesianini  in  Gloss.")  This  ofBce  was  eometimes  hereditaiy,  held 
independently,  and  even  against  the  will  of  the  bishop  or  abbot,  on  whosa 
behalf  it  was  exercised.  (Chron.  Egoond,  p«  49^  89.  Schmid^  Hiat. 
des  AUe.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  207, 200. 
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81011  of  the  part  of  Zealand  and  Flanders  it  est  of  the 

Scheldt,  of  li  tliG  Coinitess-doMager  Ricbilda  had, 
m  the  year  107 1,  depiived  Bobeit  the  Frisian.  It 
doei  not  qipear,  ho^reTer*  that  the  Hollanders  afforded 
any  active  a^istancc  to  the  eiiiperor,  in  the  exjjedi- 
tioa  he  undertook  for  this  purpose^  though  there  seems 
no  doubt  that  Cronnt  Florence  was  included  in  the 
peace  luade  tjbortly  after  at  Metz",  ami  that  the 
Count  of  Flanders  ceded  to  him,  by  that  treaty,  Zea^ 
land  west  of  the  Scheldt,  and  Waasland,  since  his 
successors  held  these  lands  as  a  fief  of  Flaiulei-s. 
Florence  the  Fat  ended  his  tranquil  reign  of  thirty 
yeaiB  in  the  spring  of  1121;  he  is  repreReiited  to  us 
as  tail  aud  large  in  stature,  of  gentle  and  atiable 
manners,  and  a  placable  and  benevolent  disposition; 
he  excelled  all  his  forefathers,  as  well  in  riches  as  in 
virtue;  his  toiiruameuts  were  celebrated  for  tlieu* 
spiendoiir  and  coatlinesso;  and  we  may  sup]iose  that 
during  liis  reign,  tlie  Ilolhinders  made  no  inconsider- 
able advances  in  freedom,  the  arts^,  commerce,  and, 
peifai^  even  literature ;  if  so,  however,  it  is  left  unno- 
ticed by  the  early  chroniclers,  who  have  rather  given 
us  a  record  of  the  vices,  ignorance,  and  superstition  of 
men,  than  traced  their  first  steps  towards  virtue  and 
kjiowledge.  That  theological  discussions  already  occu- 
pied a  large  share  of  public  attention,  appears  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  heresy  not  only  made  its  appear- 
ance, but  struck  such  deep  root,  jiariicularly  in 
Zealand,  that  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  extirpate. 
One  Tanelielyu  ventured  to  preach  the  doctrine,  that 

"  Ann.  Sax.  Col.,  tom.  i.,  p.  619^  621. 

•  Beica  in  Con.,  p.  43.  Melis  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  p.  804. 

*  b  the  year  1148  a  number  of  magnificent  pictures  were  destroyed  at 
Utoeclii  by  «  fire,  which  consumed  the  prindpal  diuiches  in  the  city. 
Scbiyrei^s  GrasTen,  1  deel.,  bl.  312. 
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the  ministers  of  the  church,  and  the  offices  of  priest 

and  bishop,  were  entitled  to  no  particular  reverence ; 
that  the  receiving  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  in 
the  sacrament,  was  not  necessary  to  salvation*;  and 
that  no  tithes  ought  to  be  paid  to  ecclesiastics.  Bla;s- 
phemy,  impiety,  and  the  most  odious  crimes,  were 
imputed  to  him  by  the  clergy,  but  among  the  people 
be  was  iield  in  high  esteem,  and  tbe  belief  in  his 
divine  mission  was  widely  spread;  they  drank,  as  from 
a  holy  fount,  of  the  water  in  which  he  had  bathed,  and 
accompanied  him,  wherever  he  went,  sometimes  to  the 
number  of  three  thousand,  armed  for  his  proteddon. 
He  was  at  last  surprised,  while  goinf?  on  board  a  ship 
without  his  usual  guard,  and  killed  by  a  blow  on  the 
head  from  the  hand  of  one  of  the  priests,  by  whom  his 
doctrine,  and  the  boldness  with  wkieli  be  preached  it, 
had  made  liim  both  hated  and  feared^  It  was  left  to 
the  efforts  of  the  ecclesiastics  to  stop  the  progress  of 
this  heresy,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  excited  any 
general  persecution.  Florence  had  by  his  wife  Petro* 
nella  of  Saxony,  three  sons,  Theodore,  Florence,  and 
Simon,  and  one  daughter,  named  liadwy'i. 

Theodore  VI.  being  too  young  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  to  undertake  the  management  of  affium, 
his  mother,  Petronella,  was  appointed  governess  during 
1123  his  minority;  a  woman  of  extraordinary  courage,  saga^ 
city,  and  ambition.  She  took  up  arms  in  the  cause  of 
her  brother  Lothaire  of  Saxony,  against  the  Eni[>eror 
Henry  V.,  with  whom  he  was  at  war;  and  Henry, 
although  he  invaded  Holland  with  a  powerful  army, 

p  Vide  Lc'tkr  of  the  Chapter  of  Uti*echt  to  the  Archbi^op  of  Cologne 
in  Cud.  liitbenbcnr,.  No.  200,  Col.,  torn.  ii. 
•i  Joliau.  a  Leid.,  lib.  xvi.,  cap.  1. 

*  Tlio  duc  t  l  ino  of  the  i  ciil  jiro  sence  had  bcuu  disfputed  in  Fi  duce  nearly 
a  century  beturc.    Vcllv,  toui.  ii.,  p.  JJJo. 
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found  considerable  difiiculty  in  forciug  her  tu  aeknow- 
ledgQ  feudal  aUe^giance  to  him'.    Hie  election  of  1125 
Lothaiie  to  tbe  throne  of  Germany,  at  length  put  an 
eiid  to  the  enmity  between  the  emperors  and  the 
eMmte  of  Holland,  whioh  had  now  subsisted^  with  the 
btenniflBion  only  of  the  short  allianee  between  Flo- 
rence the  Fat  and  Henry  V.,  for  more  than  a  <  eutury. 
Lodttire,  in  gmtitade  for  the  aid  which  Fetronella 
bad  afforded  him  a^rainst  Henrv,  invested  her  son  Theo- 
dore  with  tke  counties  of  Oostergowe  and  Westergowe, 
iathe  provinee  of  Friezfaind»  of  which  Henry  IV.  had 
made  a  grant  to  Coarad,  bishop  of  Utrecht*.  Neither 
tbe  Hollanders  or  the  biahopsy  however,  reaped  any 
benefit  from  the  imperial  gifts,  since  the  Friesslanders, 
I  people  devotedly  attached  to  their  freedom,  would 
not  endure  that  those  liberties  which   their  ancestors 
bad  purchased  with  their  blood,  should  be  destroyed 
bj  a  stroke  of  the  peu^'*   The  grant  of  the  emperor 
yns,  on  the  contrary,  the  occasion  of  a  dangerous  war 
to  Count  Theodore,  since  the  Friezlaiiders  of  Ooster- 
gowe and  Westergowe,  excited  to  rebellion  his  sub- 
jects in  West  Frieasland,  always  ready  for  change,  and 
eager  to  assert  their  independence.    A  quarrel  having  1132 
tiisen  not  long  before,  between  Theodore  and  his 
brother  Ilorence,  sumamed  the  Black,  the  West 
Friezlauders,  among  wliom  the  latter  was  pojiular, 
from  Us  valour  and  eloquence,  toolc  advantage  of  this 
dfeumstanoe  to  solicit  him  to  accept  the  sovereignty 
over  them,  and  deiend  them  against  the  oppression  of 
tbe  counts   Florence  readily  assumed  the  command 
offered  him,  and  under  his  conduct  they  surprised  and 

'  Melb  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  bl.  359.  Chron.  Lunebtiigicum  Col.,  torn,  ii., 

*  Johan.  k  Leid,  lib.  xvii.,  cap.  2,  Hedti  m  And.,  p.  157* 
^  Ubbo  Emnicns  Remm  Fmcarum,  lib.  vi. 

*  Mdis  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  bl.  m^7S. 


Digitized  by  Google 


44 


THEODOBE  VL 


])lundered  Alkmaar;  the  Kemmerlanderaalso,  thiiikifi|[r 
the  present  a  favourable  opportunity  to  iigbt  tUem- 
seWes  free^"  united  with  the  Friezlanden,  and  swore 
allegiance  to  Florence.  Tliis  unnatuml  contest  be^ 
tween  the  brothers  lasted  two  years,  and  was  at 

i4  length  terminated  by  the  interference  of  the  mnjfwr 
Lutliiiire,  their  uncle,  who  biought  them  to  terms  of 
accommodatioD»  whereby  each  retained  that  wbicli 
they  had  in  possession ;  but  Florence  being  shun  not 
long"  after,  in  an  ambush  laid  for  liitn  hv  the  lords  of 
Ai-ensberg  and  Cuyck,  West  Friezland  and  Kemmer- 
land  returned  to  the  dominion  of  Count  Theodore^ 

7      On  the  death  of  the  Euiperor  Lothaire,  Conrad  III. 
of  HohenstauiTen  was  raised  to  the  imperial  dignity  by 
the  instrumentality  of  the  bishops  of  Cologne  and 
Treves,  which  gave  the  clergy  once  more  a  prepon- 
derance in  the  councils  of  the  Germanic  court*  The 
effect  of  their  influence  was  soon  felt  by  the  Count  of 
lioiiaud,  since  one  of  the  iirst  acts  of  Conrad  was  to 
revoke  the  giant  of  Oostergowe  and  Westei^we  made 
by  Lothaire,  and  restore  Friezland  to  the  see  of 
Utrecht^.    As  it  was  more  than  probable  that  thib 
circumstance  would  prove  the  occasion  of  a  declara- 
tion of  war  on  the  part  of  the  bishop,  Theodore  only 
wanted  a  pretext  for  striking  the  first  blow.  This 
was  soon  afforded  by  the  disputes  that  arose  between 
Bishop  Heribert  and  Otlio,  bnroiavc  of  Benthem, 
whose  sister  Theodore  liad  married °.    Otho  bad  taken 
advantage  of  the  discontents  manifested  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Drent,  niiaiiist  the  govcrmnent  of  the  bishop, 
to  invade  that  province,  but  was  defeated,  and  taken 

*  Mclis  Stuke,  hock  ii.,  1.1.  372. 

<  Julian,  h  Liiil.,  lib.  x\'u.,  cap.  8.   Beka  in  And.,  p.  48.  Heiis 

Stoke,  Iwrk  ii.,  M.  .'JTO. 
'  llcfia  ill  And.,  i».  1  ..7. 

K  Sdirjvcr'a  Gittuvcu,  1  dccl.,      ;31l>.    licku  in  licr.,  50. 
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prisoner**.  Count  Theodore  no  sooner  keard  of  the 
disaster  that  bad  be&llen  his  brother-loJaw,  thaa  he 
qoifkly  assembled  his  forces,  luul  laid  nie^ce  to  Utrecht. 
The  hi > hop  seeing  no  chance  oi  being  able  to  defend 
himself  witk  temporal,  had  recowrse  to  spiritual  wea- 
pons. Attired  in  his  pontifical  robes,  and  foHowed  hy 
bis  deigjy  be  issued  out  of  ojie  of  the  gates  of  the 
dty,  with  the  book  and  eandle  in  his  hands*,  readj  to 
pronounce  sentence  (d*  exconiuuinication  on  the  count, 
aoless  he  instautiy  raised  the  siege*  The  Uollaiiders 
who  stood  before  the  walls  pre|iared  for  an  assault, 
were  confounded  at  this  strange  spectacle,  and  Count 
Theodore  himself  was  seized  with  such  dread  of  the 
spiritual  ban  with'  wliieh  he  was  threatened,  that  he 
tliiew  down  his  shield  and  helmet,  and  forbade  the 
commission  of  any  further  hostilities.  The  bishop 
knew  so  well  how  to  turn  his  pious  terrors  to  advan- 
tage, that  he  obliged  him  to  swear,  that  he  would 
letnre  without  molesting  the  city,  and  to  ask  foigive- 
new  on  his  knees,  barefoot  and  bareheaded  ^  The 
reconciliation  Avhich  followed  gave  Theodore  leisure  to 
undertake  a  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land.  During  his  1139 
absence,  the  Bisho])  of  Utrecht  did  not  remain  idle, 
although  he  refrained  from  any  actual  violation  of  the 
peace.  By  the  treaty  made  in  1018,  by  which  Theo- 
dore III.  consented  to  hold  liudegrave,  Merwede,  and 
Zwammerdam,  as  a  fief  of  Utrecht,  the  Counts  of 
Holland  had  gained  the  rightof  voting  as  vassals  in  the 
election  of  the  bishops.  Ileribert  now  obtained  from 
the  Emperor  Conrad  IIL  a  charter,  vesting  the  right 

^  Ideiu,  p.  51. 
M«lit  Sloke,  boek  u.,  bh  306.  Beka  in  Ueribert,  p.  50. 

*  In  pronouncing  sentence  of  exoommunication,  the  clergy  usually 
held  a  lighted  can<i]e  during  the  time  it  wa^  being  delivered,  which  thejr 
threw  down  and  exiinguisbiad  as  it  was  liniiUed.  MaU  Par.,  p.  686, 
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of  election  in  the  chapter  of  Utrecht^  to  the  exdiifton 
of  the  Yaasals ;  and  likewise  another,  confirming  Uiui 
in  the  posseBsion  of  Oostergowe  and  We«tergowe^ 
with  a  penalty  of  one  th(jusand  pounds  of  pure  gold 
against  any  one  who  should  venture  to  infringe  it*^* 
As  the  Counts  of  Holland  did  not  think  it  neeessary 
to  pay  regard  to  either  of  these  edicts,  their  only  effect 
was  to  exasperate  still  farther  the  jealousy  and  enmitjr 
existing  between  them  and  the  hishops. 

In  this  reign,  Holland  was  already  sufficiently 
populous  to  admit  of  the  removal  of  a  large  eolony  of 
its  inhabitants.  Adolphus,  count  of  Holstein,  and 
Albert,  sumamed  the  Bear,  margrave  of  Brandenburg, 
having  defeated  and  subdued  the  Wendels*  and 
OIhhIi  itesf,  nations  of  the  Sclavonian  racef,  the  whole 
of  them  deserted  their  country:  to  re^people  the  lands 
now  left  waste,  therefore,  Albert  sent  to  Utrecht,  Hok 
land,  Zealand,  and  Flanders,  from  whence  he  collected 
a  vast  number  of  builders  and  husbandmen,  and  settled 
them  on  the  borders  of  the  Elbe  and  Havel.  The 
Hollanders  (so  strong  is  the  power  of  habit  on  the 
1151  human  mind)  fixed  themselves,  by  choice,  on  the  low 
and  marshy  lands  south  of  the  Elbe,  and  the  tracts 
then  called  Balsemerland  and  Marsciemerland,  ex-> 
tending  to  the  forest  of  Bohemia,  and  which  the 
Sclavi  had  before  wrested  from  the  Saxons.  Is  ot with- 
standing the  difficulties  they  had  to  contend  with,  both 
from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  frequent  ineuTsions 
of  the  Sclavi,  these  patient  and  industrious  colonists 
built  towns  and  churches  in  their  new  settlement,  and 

^  Heda  in  Heiib.,  p.  166. 

"  Inhabiting  the  present  Pomenmia.  Henn.  Cor.^  CoL  2—631. 
t  People  of  Mecklcnbarg.   Idem,  GS2. 

X  The  Sclavi  possessed,  besides  Pomeisiii^  Uie  wliole  eoillitiy  ftmn 
the  Oder  to  the  Elbe.  Idem. 
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IB  t  Aort  time  rendered  it  incredibl}-  rich  aiid  flour- 
isimgK  Theodore  died  in  the  aatamn  of  1157,  leavin; 
fiwr  song  by  his  mSe  Sophia,  daughter  of  the  Count 
Palatine  of  the  Rkine". 

FLOBfiKGfi  lU^Flofeiic^  finding,  on  his  aecession  H67 
to  the  gOTenunent^  that  the  Flemish  merchants  eyaded 
die  payment  of  the  toils  at  Dordrecht,  by  passing 
down  the  Maaa  (now  the  old  Mense)  by  Geervliet  and 
Bomesse,  obtained  peraiission  of  the  emperor  to  esta- 
Usb  a  toll  at  the  former  place.  The  Flemings,  deeply 
•KSrieved  at  this  new  bnrden  on  their  trade  with  Hol- 
land, which,  even  at  this  early  period,  was  of  consider- 
''ibk  valne,  made  complaints  to  Connt  Philip  of  Flan- 
tes,  who  goTemed  the  connty  in  the  room  of  his 
iather,  Theodore  of  Alsatia,  then  in  the  Holy  Land. 
Pliilip,  young,  brave,  and  ambitious,  readily  determined 
to  make  war  on  the  Count  of  TTolland,  both  by  laud 
and  sea,  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  his 
objects;  and  accordingly  equipped  a  number  of  ships 
sufficient  to  keep  the  Holland  na^y  in  check,  whilfe 
^th  his  land  forces  he  made  himselt  master  of  the 
Waasland,  after  which,  having  enriched  his  troops  with 
considerable  booty,  he  retired  to  Flanders".  Several 
years  elapsed  before  Count  Florence  found  liimself  in 
^  condition  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  his  lost  territory, 
or  to  revenge  the  injuries  inflicted  on  his  subjects. 
Meanwhile,  he  sought  and  obtained  in  marriage,  Ada,  nas 
grand-daiiffhter  of  David  I.,  king  of  Scothuid,  and 
under  pretext  of  bringing  home  his  royal  bride,  he  put 
to  tea  a  large  fleet  of  ships,  by  which  she  was  escorted 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Maas,  where  the  fleet  remained 

1  Hdmoldia  Chron.  Slav.,  lib.  i.,  cap.  57.  Herman.  Cora.  CoL,  torn, 
2*,  p.  007. 

IMbStoks  boek  IL,U.  SM. 
*  Meyer  Ann*  Fhm4.,  lib.  v.,  ad  ann.  1167,  p«  47« 
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stationary,  until  circumstances  should  permit  Florence 

to  renew  the  war  with  Flanders®.  He  likewise  con- 
cluded an  amicable  treaty  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Emperor  Frederick  I.,  with  Godfrey,  bishop  of  Utrecht^ 
M  hereby  the  government  of  the  long-disputed  territory 
of  Fheziand  was  to  be  exercised  in  common,  and  its 
revenues  equally  divided  between  them;  and  about  the 
same  time  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  bishop^ 
and  the  Counts  of  Guelderland  and  Cleves*  that  they 
should  mutually  take  measures  tojirevent  the  <lisasters 
arising  from  the  frequent  overflowing  of  the  iihine 

H'i5To  .this  effect  several  dykes  were  raised,  and  a  canal 
dug  a  little  al)o\e  Rheuen,  on  the  borders  of  Guelder- 
land, to  lead  off  a  portion  of  its  waters  to  the  Zuy- 
derzeep«  Thus»  having  secured  himself  on  the  side  of 
Utrecht,  Florence  recommenced  iiostihties  both  by  laud 
and  seat»  against  Philip  of  Flanders,  which,  however, 
terminated  in  a  manner  most  disastrous  to  the  former, 
since  he  was  defeated  in  a  severe  naval  battle,  many  of 
his  nobility  were  slain,  and  himself  wounded  and  car- 
ried prisoner  to  Bni^f^cs.  As  the  Counts  of  Holland 
owed  fealty  to  the  Counts  of  Flanders  for  the  Hve 
islands  west  of  the  Scheldt,  Florence,  u])on  this 
ground,  was  cited  beft>ro  a  court,  cunipused  of  the 
vassals  of  Count  Philip,  and  declared  to  have  forfeited 
all  right  to  those  islands.  Upon  the  mediation  of  the 
Bishops  of  Cologne  and  Liege,  Philip  consented  to 

11G7  release  Florence,  after  an  imprisonment  of  two  years, 
and  to  reinstate  him  in  the  territories  he  held  of 

«  M«iU  Stoke^  boek  it,  bL  ddo,  996.       *  H«d%  p.  172, 178, 181. 


•  The  ol«i  lauuth  of  the  Rhine  at  Catwvk  was  now  nearly  closed  up. 

t  The  Fk'iuish  histoii  iti  s  iv>  that"tatila  sibi  vim  militum  pinUamm* 
que  ponflaverat,  ut  Miu^  marin  ij/ij)cnum  oUuicre  videretur**  Meyer  Aiiu. 
Vlaud.,  lib.  v.,  ad  ann.         p.  41). 
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Rftodera^.   The  treaty  niade  on  this  occasion,  gires  a 

little  insight  into  the  customs  of  the  Netherlauders  at 
this  eariy  period,  and  tberefore  deserves  to  be  noticed 
somewhat  at  length.  By  Art.  6tb,  it  is  provided:  That 
if  any  Fleming  being  in  Holland,  shall  l^e  robbed,  the 
iahaUtauts  of  the  place  where  the  act  is  committed 
shall  be  obliged  to  make  r^itution,  and  to  banish  the 
thie^  or  be  answerable  for  all  the  evil  and  mischief  he 
mj  occaaion  if  allowed  to  remain;  should  the  inhabit* 
tots  be  unwilling  to  pay  the  sum  required,  the  count 
must  take  it  upon  Inmself  to  do  so.  By  Art.  13th, 
if  a  debt  be  demanded  of  a  Flemish  merchant,  travel- 
Img  in  Holland,  and  he  deny  such  debt,  his  creditor 
dmll  nut  iiiuder  him  on  his  journey,  but  follow  him  to 
the  place  whither  he  is  going,  and  there  submit  the 
case  to  the  determination  of  the  magistrates*;  if  the 
debtor  be  too  long,  or  vexatiously  detained,  be  shall  be 
indemnified  bv  the  count.  Should  the  Count  of  Hol<« 
land,  or  bis  succes!»ors,  violate  any  of  the  articles  of 
this  treaty,  bis  vassals  in  the  live  islands  shall  leave  his 
service,  and  become  subjects  of  the  Count  of  Flanders, 
till  he  make  satisfaction;  which,  if  he  persist  in  refus- 
ing the  guarantees  of  the  treaty,  on  the  side  of  Uol- 
hnd,  shall  pay  to  the  Count  of  Flanders  six  thousand 
marks  of  silver.  The  Count  of  Holland  was  obliged 
to  forego  the  right  of  exacting  tolls  at  Creervliet,  and 
to  surrender  the  sovereignty  of  Waasland.  The  treaty 
^as  signed  by  a  great  number  of  nobles  as  sureties  on 
both  sides^ 

The  West  Friezlanders  had  not  let  slip  the  fieivour* 

'i  Schr^^er'fl  Giaaven,  359^361.  Meyer  Aon.  l^lauU.^  lib.  v.^  ml  oou. 
llGd,  p.  49. 

'  Meyer,  Ann.  Flmid.,  ad  ami.  11C5 — 1167,  p.  49,  50.  i%id4ua,  de 
Roya  Chrou.  Belg.^  ad  aim.  1107. 

•  ^  Schepencn/*  orsheiiffik 
VOL.  I.  B 
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1168  able  opportunity  for  rebellion,  offered  by  the  imprison- 
ment of  Count  Florence,  but  made  une  of  it  on  tlie 
contniTy  to  attack  and  plunder  their  neighbours  the 
Kemmerlanders,  and  to  ])osso«?5i  themselves  of  Alkmaar, 
which  they  laid  in  ashes  ^  Florence  ^ras  no  soouor 
released,  than  he  determined  to  chastise  their  inao*- 
lence.  He  therefore  marched  into  West  Friezland  at 
the  head  of  a  powerful  body  of  troops,  among  whom 
were  the  flower  of  his  nobility,  and  came  to  a 
pitched  battle  with  the  insurgents  near  Scbasfen:  the 
FriezlanderSi  purposely  retreating,  drew  their  pursuers 
into  an  ambush,  when  they  turned  suddenly  upon 
them;  a  sharp  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  Hollanders 
were  totally  defeated;  a  great  number,  particularly  of 
the  nobles,  slain,  and -many  more  made  prisoners*. 
Florence  was  never  able,  during  the  whole  of  his 
reign,  to  reduce  his  rebellious  subjects  in  that  quarter 
to  entire  obedience,  though  in  an  expedition  he  under- 

1184  took  against  them  some  years  after,  he  forced  the 
Friezlanders  of  Texel  and  Wieringen  to  pay  him  a 
fine  of  fonr  thousand  marks  of  silver"*.  (250/.) 

The  Yonr  1170  was  rendered  meinornble  by  a  ter-  I 

]I7oriiic  flood,  which  extended  over  Holland,  Fiiesland,  | 
and  l^trecht:  in  the  latter  province,  the  waters  rose  to 
Fo  great  a  height,  that  the  people  were  able  to  catch 
fish  with  nets  from  the  walls  of  the  town\   The  posi- 
tion of  the  laud  of  tlie  Netherlands  renders  it,  as  is  I 
well  known,  subject  to  constant  disasters  of  this  kind.  , 
To  avoid  tediousness,  therefore,  they  will  be  passed 
over  without  mention,  unless  they  are  attended  with 
any  lasting  eflect,  or  cause  a  permanent  change  in  the 
face  of  the  country. 

•  Melis  Stoke,  hoek  ii.,  I  I.  .307,  m      »  Idem,  boek  ii.,bl.  404—408. 
"  JohAii.  4  li«id*,lib.  xvui.,  cup.  7.       *  Beka  in  Godf.,  p.M. 

*  The  small  mark  containing  aWut  1^, 
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The  crusade  preached  in  1187  by  Pope  C  lument 
JIL,  drew  a  considerable  number  of  the  princea  of 
Europe  to  the  anny  of  Fiederick  1.  or  Barbaro0tt>  jieo 
empeKiu  of  Germany:  among  these  was  the  Couiit  of 
MuUand,  who  had  assumed  the  cross  three  years  before^. 
Bie  cmmding  army  having  spent  the  winfter  inOreeee,  1190 
passed  the  Hellespont  in  the  March  of  1191,  and  in 
tko  month  of  May  following*  rendered  themselves  ina»- 
tm  of  Iconram.  The  troops,  who  had  suffered  greaUy 
during  their  long  march,  and  the  ensuing  siege,  were  still  * 
farther  diqiirited  by  the  death  of  their  brave  and  able 
leader,  Fiederie  Barbarossa,  who  perished  while  bathing  1191 
in  the  small  river  of  Seleph,  in  Armenia*.  After  his 
detwaae^  the  army  was  oonduoted  to  Antioch  by  Frederic, 
iliike  of  Siiabiii,  liis  second  son,  where  the  imprudent 
use  of  food  and  wine,  aftor  a  iong^outinued  scarcity 
of  imvisioiiB,  caused  a  pestilential  sickness  in  the 
camp,  and  among  the  immense  number  of  those  who 
firil  victims  to  its  ravages,  was  Count  Florence  of 
Helknd.  He  was  buried  near  the  grave  of  the  Em- 
peror Frederic,  in  St.  Peter's  church,  at  Antioch^  Ilia 
leign  vras  invariably  unfortunate;  but  he  is  represented 
as  a  prince  of  admmible  piety  and  integrity.  This 
count  is  said  to  be  the  iirst  who  obtained  from  the 
mperoT  the  privilege  of  coining  money,  stamped  with 
the  amis  of  Holland*. 

Theodoes  VTT. — Florence  III.  left  by  Ada,  the 
Seottisli  iirincess,  Theodore,  his  successor  to  t^e  county; 
William,  who  remained  in  tlie  Holy  Land  for  nearly 
ive  years  after  the  death  of  his  father;  Florence,  arch- 
deacon ci  Utrecht;  Robert,  governor  of  Kemmerland, 

«  Godt  Moiiacii.  St.  Paataleoiiia,  ad  ami.  1188, 1189.  Melis  Sftoka, 

'  Hermtti.  Cor.,  eoL  ii.,  p.  787,  788. 

f  Hist.  Tome  Sanct.  Col.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  13-^1. 

'  BecberchM  jntr  le  Commeree^  torn,  i.,  p.  80. 
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and  four  daughters*.   The  oonfiised  state  of  affiurs  in 

Flanders,  at  the  time  of  the  accession  of  Theodore, 
seemed  to  offer  him  a  favourable  opportuuitj  of  releas- 
ing himself  from  the  vassalage  to  which  he  was  subject* 
in  respect  of  the  five  iblauds,  and  which  was  a  source 
of  perpetual  vexation  to  the  Counts  of  Holland. 
Philip  of  Flanders,  who  had  accompanied  the  crusade 
in  1189,  died  during  the  fiiege  of  Acre,  about  two^ 
years  after,  leaving  no  issue;  whereupon  Philip  IL^ 
king  of  France,  claimed  tlic  county,  as  having  escheated 
to  him  iu  default  of  heirs  male^    Baldwin,  count  of 
Hainault,  however,  son  of  Margaret,  sister  of  the  late 
count,  assumed  the  government  of  the  county  in 
defiance  of  the  right  claimed  by  Philip  as  Suzerain; 
and  while  he  was  occupied  in  maintaining  his  authority 
against  the  king,  Theodore  of  Holland  petitioned 
Heniy  VI.,  emperor  of  Germany,  that  he  might 
henceforth  hold  the  islands  west  of  the  Scheldt  as  an 
immediate  tief  of  the  empire,  and  likewise  for  leave  to 
restore  the  tolls  at  Geervliet^   As  the  Count  of  Flan- 
ders himself  owed  allegiance  to  the  empire  for  the 
islands  in  question,  Henry  refused  the  hrst  petition'^; 
the  second,  however,  was  more  successful;  and  the 
merchants  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  the  Flemings,  were 
commanded  to  pay  five  per  cent^  on  all  ships  of  value 
more  than,  one  hundred  marks,  passing  by  Geervliet. 
The  renewal  of  this  impost,  and  the  severity  with 
which  it  was  exacted,  (the  Hollanders  often  forcing 
the  Flemings  to  pay  double,)  so  greatly  irritated  the 
latter,  that  they  made  an  irrui)tion  into  Walcheren, 
1105  while  Florence  could  only  oppose  them  with  a  divided 

*  Beka  in  GoJf.,  p.  50. 

^  Meyer,  Ann.  Fland.,Ub«  Tit,  a4  ann.  1191,  p.  57. 

*  Idem,  lib.  vii.,  ikd  ann.  1191,  p.  67* 

*  Idem,  lib.  tH.,  «d  ann.  1102,  p.  58. 
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force,  since  he  was  at  this  time  embarrassed  by  another 

TOT*. 

William  of  Holland  percemng,  shcntly  after  Ua 

return  from  tlie  Holy  Land,  that  some  enemies  at 
coart  had  found  means  to  excite  suspicion  and  jealouqr 
in  the  mind  of  bis  brother  towards  him,  retired  to 
West  Friezland,  where  the  disaffected  were  always 
sure  to  find  companions  ready  for  revoltf.  Hostilities 
were  begun  on  the  side  of  William,  when  Theodore 
sent  one  part  of  his  army  to  Friezland,  under  the  con- 
duct of  his  wife  Adelaide,  (daughter  of  the  Count  of 
Clever,)  ^vhilo  he  himself  advanced  with  the  remainder 
to  expel  the  Flemings  from  Walcheren.  The  issue  of 
both  expeditions  proved  fortunate.  Theodore  forced 
the  Flemings  to  evacuate  Zealand,  while  the  lady 
Adelaide^  having  found  means,  hj  dint  of  money  and 
promises,  to  seduce  a  consideraUe  portion  of  William's 
troops  from  their  tidclity,  defeated  the  remainder  in  a 
battle  fought  near  Alkmaar,  and  William  himself  with 
difhcnlty  escaped  beinnf  taken  prisoner^.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  same  year  tlie  brothers  were  reconciled,  by 
the  influence  chiefly  of  their  mother,  Ada  of  Scotland, 
and  Tlieodore  consented  to  bestow  on  William  300 
pounds  Flemish  (160/.)  yearly,  payable  from  the  tolls 
St  Geeryllet,  and  all  his  possessions  in  Friezlimd*,  to 
be  held  as  a  fief  of  Holland^  The  good  fortune  of 
Count  Theodore  at  length  deserted  him,  and  the  event  of 
a  war,  in  "which  he  was  afterwards  engaged  with  Utrecht, 
was  disastrous  in  the  extreme  both  to  hiniselt*  and 
the  state.   By  the  treaty  made  between  Florence  UL 

•  Meyer,  Ann.  FL,  ad  ami.  1 196,  p.  CI .   B«!ka  in  Bald.,  p.  57. 
t  Beka  in  Bald.,  p.  57.  Helk  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  bh  860. 

f  Melis  Stoke,  boek  ii.,  bl.  452,  45.3. 

^  Bek«  in  Bald.,  U.,  p.  67.  Melis  Stoke,  boek  u.,  bl.  466, 467. 
*  Not  West  Friesland,  bat  the  preMntpiOTinoe  of  that  name. 
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and  the  Bishop  Godirey  in  1165,  it  was  stipulated 
that  they  should  divide  equally  the  revenues  of  Friez- 
huid»  which,  of  course,  implied  an  understanding,  that 
neither  party  was  to  levy  taxes  witliout  the  consent  of 
the  other.  The  present  bishop,  Theodore  van  der  Aare» 
was  elected  to  the  see  of  Utrecht  after  it  had  been 
occupied  for  a  short  period  by  Theodore,  uncle  of  the 
Count  of  Holland,  and  Arnold  of  Isenburg,  both  chosen 
at  the  same  time,  the  former  by  the  vassals*,  Theodore 
of  Holland  and  the  Count  of  Guelderland,  and  by  a 
portion  of  the  canons,  the  latter  by  the  remainder  of 
the  canons  only.  Van  der  Aare  found,  on  his  con- 
secration, that  the  finances  of  the  bishopric  were  so 
deeply  involved,  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  arising 
from  a  disputed  election,  as  not  to  admit  of  his  paying 
much  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  treaty  made  with 
the  Count  of  Holland  respecting  Friezland^  He 
therefore,  without  consulting  Count  William,  used 
every  means  he  could  devise  to  extort  mouey  from  the 
Frieslanders.  William  manifested  his  dissatisfiiotion 
at  this  mode  of  jn-oceeding,  by  seizing  the  bishtip  at 
Staveren  and  throwing  him  into  prison.  But  the 
Friezlanders,  dreading  the  vengeance  of  heaven  for  the 
injur}"  done  to  so  holy  a  person,  released  him  by  force 
of  arms;  and  William,  as  he  found  that  the  greater 
number  of  the  people  espoused  the.cause  of  the  prelate, 
applied  for  assistance  to  Otho,  count  of  Guelderland, 
whose  daughter  he  had  married,  and  to  bis  brother 
Theodore,  of  Holland.    Each,  in  compliance  with  his 

'  Bi'ka  in  Tlieo^.,  ii.,  p.  62. 

•  As  the  vassals  of  Utrecht  continued  to  vote  in  the  election  of  the 

hishoj),  notwithstanding  the  charter  vesting  the  right  in  the  chapter 
alone,  gmuted  by  the  l^niperor  Conrad  ill.,  the  elections  a\ ere,  in  conse- 
quence, perpetually  <iisput«!d  betweeu  the  two  parties.  D^ka,  p.  52. 
Ueda,  pp.  169,  Hi,  iU,  &c. 
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lequeflt,  levied  a  eonaideiable  body  of  troops,  and  Otho 

took  pos.sessiou  of  Deveuter,  wliile  Theodore  laid  siege 
10  tbe  citj  of  Utrecht'^*  lu  this  diiticulty  the  bishop 
betook  himeelf  for  protection  to  Henry,  duke  of  Bra- 
bmxt»  or  Lower  Lorraine*.  Henry  commeuced  opera- 
tioiis  in  fiivour  of  his  new  a1Iy»  with  possessing  himself, 
by  iftntMgemy  of  the  person  of  Otho  of  Guelderland, 
upon  which  Theodore  raised  the  siege  of  Utrecht, 
marched  to  Brabant  for  the  purpose  of  releasing  Otho^ 

and  besieged  and  took  Bois  lu  Due.  Ou  his  return  to 
UoUaad,  iadeu  with  booty  aud  prisouers,  he  M'as  inter**  1202 
cepted  near  Heusden  by  the  Duke  of  Brabant's  army, 
fctrengthened  by  the  soldiers  of  Cologne  and  Liege, 
together  with  some  troops  from  Limburg  and  Flanders. 
A  sharp  engagement  ensued,  in  which  Theodore^s 
troops  were  entirely  defeated,  and  he  himself  was  taken 
prisoner^.  He  was  released  within  the  year  upon  pay- 
nicfit  of  2000  marks  of  silver;  but  by  the  treaty  then 
made  with  the  duke,  he  was  obliged  to  surrender 
Breda»  and  bound  himself  and  his  successors  to  do 
hc-iiuio-e  to  the  Dukes  of  Brabant  for  Dordreclit,  and 
all  the  lands  lying  between  Stiyen,  ^^^alwyk,  and 
Brabant,  and  to  asfflst  them  against  all  their  enemies, 
except  the  emperor"^.  Thus  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
emmty  became  a  fief  of  Brabant^  and  so  continued 
until  the  year  1283,  when  John  I.,  duke  of  Brabant, 
released  the  Count  of  Holland  from  his  ieaity. 

k  Jf.han.  k  Leyd.,  lib.  xix.,  cap.  11.   Beka  In  Ilieod.,  ii.,  p.  SS» 

I  IV'trus  Divffus  Tropb.  Brab.,  lib.  x.,  ad  ann.  1202. 

•  Butkena  Trophies  de  Brab.,  Corps.  Dip.,  torn,  i.,  p.  130. 

*  The  duchy  <ilf  Bnbant  took  its  rise  in  the  year  1106,  wben  the 
finpeior,  Henzy  V.,  divided  the  ancient  kingdom,  or  duchy  of  Lorraine, 
{utotwo  puti^  called  Upper  and  Lower  Lorzaine^  and  bestowed  the  latter 
on  Godfrey  the  bearded,  count  of  Ix)uvain,  who  assumed  the  title  of  Duke 
of  Brabant  and  Lorraine.  Henry  III.,  duke  of  Brabant,  dropped  the  title 
of  Duke  of  Lorraine,  and  styled  himself  Duke  of  Brabant  only.  Guio 
dnliiiii  fidg.  I>esorip.|  torn*  i.,  p.  90.  Johaa.  k  Leid*,  lib.  xiv.»  cap*  4. 
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1208      Theodore  did  not  long  survive  ibis  ealamity;  he 

was  attacked  by  a  severe  sickness  at  Dorilrecht,  and 
on  the  approach  of  death,  earnestly  desired  to  see  hiB 
brother  William,  with  a  view,  probably,  of  becjueathing 
to  his  protection  Ada,  his  only  daughter,  whom,  as 
he  had  no  son,  he  left  heiress  of  his  dominions"*  He 
died,  however,  before  his  wish  could  be  accomplished, 
and  his  untimely  fate  brou^rbt  new  miseries  on  his 
country;  the  government  iUiing  into  the  hands  of  a 
girl  of  tender  years,  guided  bv  a  mother,  sufficiently 
shrewd,  indeed,  and  courageous,  but  iuthguing  and 
ambitious. 

>  Melis  Stoke,  boek     hL  478.  Beka  in  Theod.,  ii^  p.G3. 
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Ada.  Mtarriage  tcith  Louh^  Count  tan  Lean*  William  comes  to 
JSekomten,  Proclaimed  Cwnt  Impritomnent  of  Ada,  AUi- 
aaeoif  Lauh  with  Flandtn  mid  UireekL  WiUiam  doprired 
iu  amiknUp.  Hit  Rettoraihtt.  Peace  teitk  Utrtcht;  wUk 
FUtndero:  wUk  LouU  ran  Loon,  Jfain  of  Germany,  Alfi- 
once  of  Holland  ttith  England  ami  Gamant/  ayainH  France, 
Battle  of  Doutinet,  Truce,  AUUnic*'  irkh  France.  'WiUiani 
accompanies  Lom$  of  Franct'  to  Fn^/lmid.  Pmce  between  Frunce 
and  England,  CnmuJe,  Capture  of  Damkttn.  Death  of  H't7- 
liam.  Charter  of  Privileges  granted  to  Middldfurg,  Flortneo 
JV.  Minority.  Cmsadc  againH  the  Ste<U niters.  Toni'nament 
at  Corbyo.  Dcaik  ^  Plwmim,  Bio  Children,  WiUiam  IL 
Minority.  CAomh  Bnyieror,  Sieye  of  Aix,  War  idik  Flan" 
doro;  with  Wott  Friazland.  Death  ef  WUliam,  Conri  at  the 
Hague,  Canal  of  Sparondam,  Charten  granted  to  the  Towne, 
Digression  on  t/ie  Constitution  of  lloUond. 

The  last  wish  of  Count  Theodore,  that  the  f^uardian-  1208 
s^liiji  of  bis  dancrliter  and  her  states  should  be  contided 
to  his  brother  William,  was  frastrated  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  Countess-dowapfer  Adehiide  of  Clevcp,  who,  in 
order  to  debar  him  from  ail  share  in  the  administration, 
had  determined  upon  manying  her  daughter  to  Louis, 
count  of  Loon,  and,  with  this  view,  had  buuinioned  him 
to  come  secretly  into  Holland,  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  count.  Unsuitable  as  the  match  appeared,  (since 
Loon  was  only  a  small  fief  of  the  bishopric  of  Liege,) 
she  now  succeeded  in  gaining  the  consent  of  seyeral 
powerful  nobles  to  its  and  used  such  dispatch  in  the 
completion  of  her  design,  that  the  nuptials  of  the 
young  countess  were  celebrated  before,  her  father's 
body  was  consigned  to  the  tomb\  William,  therefore, 

•  Vifl.  Lrttcr  of  the  (  uuutcss  Atli'luitle  in  R}iu.  Feed.,  tuiu.  i.,  p.  145. 
Chron.  licl^'.  Anon.,  ad  tuiii.  120»3. 
^  MtlU  Stoki',  boek  ii.,  p.  470—482. 
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on  his  arrival  at  the  Zype,  found  his  brother  dead,  au4 
his  niece  already  married ;  and  being  unable  to  obtain 
a  safe  conduct  from  Adela  or  Count  Louis,  to  visit  his 
brother's  grave  at  Egmond,  which  he  made  the  pretext 
of  his  coming,  he  returned  into  Friezland^  Within  a 
very  short  time,  howeyer,  symptoms  of  discontent  at 
the  prospect  of  being  goverued  bj  a  female,  and  a 
stranger,  began  to  manifest  themselves  among  some  of 
the  iiol)ility,  even  such  as  had  consented  t<>  Ada's 
marriage;  and  Philip  van  Wassenaar,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  disaffected,  brought  William  disguised 
to  the  island  of  Hchouwen.  Here  he  Mas  received 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy,  and  shortly  after, 
proclaimed  throughout  Zealand  as  lawful  governor  of 
the  countyd.  The  Kemmerlanders,  headed  by  Walter 
of  Egmond,  and  Albert  Ba]\jaard,  quickly  followed  the 
example  of  Zealand,  and  the  Lady  Ada,  and  her  hus- 
band, who  were  then  at  ilaariem,  escaped  with  diffi- 
culty, and  in  the  darkness  of  the  night»  to  Utrecht. 
But  the  young  countess,  unable  to  support  the  loss  of 
her  mother's  presence  and  counsel,  ere  long  quitted 
that  city,  and  hastened  to  rejoin  her  at  licyden. 
Here  she  was  besieged  by  Philip  van  Wassenaar, 
and  the  citadel  being  poorly  supplied  with  provisions, 
was  soon  forced  to  8urrender^  The  Countess  Ada 
was  sent  prisoner  to  the  Texel,  and  subsequently 
to  the  court  of  John,  king  of  England.  Williaai» 
however,  was  not  more  secure  in  his  government,  since 
Louis  van  Loon,  a  }  ouug  man  of  high  courage  and 
enteiprising  spirit,  vras  little  inclined  to  sit  down 
quietly  under  the  loss  of  his  bride^  and  her  princely 
portion.    He  courted  to  his  alliance  the  Bishop  of 

«  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iii.,  bL  1,  2,  dctl.  2. 

"  IVka  ill  TIrmhI.,  p.  63. 

'  Meli&  Stoke,  boek  iiL,  bL  7—0. 
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Uegej  the  Duke  of  Limburg,  aud  Philip,  maigrave  of 
Ntmar,  and  purchased  the  firiendsfaip  of  the  warlike 
BWiop  of  Utrecht,  for  the  sum  of  two  thoufeiaud  pouudg 
flemish*  Philip  of  Namur  was  now  governor  of 
Raoders,  in  the  absence  of  his  brother  Baldwyn  IX., 
tJevated  about  this  time  to  the  throne  of  Constanti- 
nople^; and  an  irresistible  bait  was  held  out  to  him, 
W  the  offer  of  abolishing  the  tolls  at  Geervliet.  He 
}»fomised  immediate  and  effective  aid  to  Louisi^^  and 
nuHif  of  the  Holland  nobles,  seeing  his  party  so  rapidly 
nwwasing,  fell  off  from  their  allegiance  towardts 
H  illiam,  wUo^  thus  deprived  of  the  means  of  resisting 
tiie  foree  arrayed  against  him»  was  obliged  to  retire  to 
Zealaiul.  After  his  departure,  the  whole  of  Holland 
submitted  to  Louis,  through  the  activity  and  efforts 
diiefly  of  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht :  nor  was  William  long 
allowed  to  remain  unmolested  in  Zealand.  Philip  of 
Namur,  landing  with  some  troops  in  Walcberen» 
^nifckly  made  himself  master  of  the  island ;  and  about 
the  same  time,  Hugh  van  Voorn,  a  Zealand  noble  in 
Uie  interests  of  Ada,  possessing  himself  of  Schouwen, 
8ii!)jected  nearly  the  whole  of  Zealand  to  the  autlioiity 
cf  Iiouis  van  Loon.  William,  to  avoid  being  taken  . 
prisoner,  was  forced  to  conceal  himself  from  the  pur* 
^'uit  of  his  enemies,  under  a  pile  of  wet  nets  in  a 
^ing  boat,  in  which  he  happily  escaped.  In  a  short 
ftne,  the  administration  of  Philip  van  Voorn,  governor 
^>f  Zealand  in  the  name  of  Louis  van  Loon,  became  so 
intolerable  to  the  inhabitants,  that  they  determined  to 
*arch  out  William,  who  was  secreted  in  one  of  the 

'  Gibbon,  Decl.  and  Fall,  ike,  chap.  CI. 

c  Meyer,  Ana.  flamL,  ad.  ana  1208^  p.  63.  Heda,  p.  187. 

*  The'^pondt"  Flemish  is  worth  about  ten  sliillinge ;  th«i«  Is  also 
another  coin  called  pondt,  of  valne  Ibrty  ^  gioots^"  or  halfpence. 
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islauds,  and  to  re-establibh  him  in  his  authority The 
scheme  was  executed  almost  as  soon  as  formed ;  ami 
Philip  van  Wassenaar,  and  Walter  van  Epfinond, 
William's  partisans  in  Holland,  being  informed  of  his 
restoration  in  Zealand,  assemhled  with  great  expedi- 
tion a  considerable  body  of  Kemnicrlanders,  and 
fortified  themselves  in  Leyden.  They  were  drivca 
from  thence  by  Louis,  before  Count  William  could 
advance  to  their  assistance,  who,  on  his  arrival,  found 
his  adversary  encamped  near  Voorschoten.  William^ 
marching  to  Ryswick,  took  up  an  advantageous  position 
there,  when  the  Duke  of  Liniburg,  having  moved 
forward  from  the  camp  of  Louisi  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring,  %vas  so  astonished  at  the  number  and 
excellent  condition  of  the  enemy's  troops,  that  he 
made  9  precipitate  retreat.  This  step  spread  terror 
and  mistrust  tlirough  the  remainder  of  Louis's  annv, 
and  the  flight  soon  became  general ;  arms,  tents,  pro- 
visions, all  were  left  on  the  field;  the  women  even 
joined  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives,  great  numbers  of 
whom  were  slaughtered,  and  Count  Louis  himself  hardly 
reached  Utrecht  in  safety**  This  success  was  connter- 
1201  balanced  by  the  loss  of  Dordrecht,  which,  having  been 
captured  by  William's  troops,  now  fell  again  into  the 
hnnds  of  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht.  So  unfortunate  an 
event  disposed  William  to  hearken  to  tenns  of  accom- 
modation, and  peace  was  soon  after  concluded  between 
him  and  the  bishop''.  Tlie  Count  of  Loon,  thus 
deprived  of  his  most  active  ally,  induced  Philip  of 
Namur  to  make  an  irruption  into  the  island  of  Schou- 
wen.    \V  iiliam  hastened  thither  upon  the  news  of  his 

>•  McHs  Stoke,  bwk  iii.,  1.1.  11—24,  2  dw  1.    Hcka  in  Theod,,2Sp.64. 
i  Melis  Stoke,  bock  iii.,  bl.  21—89.   Beka  in  Tkcod^  2%  p.  65. 
Chron.  I3elg.,  a<l  nnn.  1204. 
k  Heda  in  Tbeod.,  2",  p.  186. 
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iuding,  but  before  the  two  armies  eame  to  an  engage^ 

meiit,  a  i)eace  was  eifected  by  the  interference  of  Ma- 
tilda of  Portugal,  countess  dowager  of  Flanders.  Louis  I20a 
hmg  then  at  Utrecht,  received  there  the  news  of  the 
reconciliatioii  between  his  rival  and  his  My;  mIucU 
left  him  no  alternative  but  to  consent  to  a  treaty, 
oooduded  under  the  mediation  of  Philip  of  Namur, 
^vbo,  however,  took  care  that  the  terms  of  it  shoukl  be 
li^gliijr  advantageous  to  him^    William,  therefore^ 
Defer  thought  fit  to  adhere  to  its  conditions,  of  whicli 
the  principal  was,  that  he  should  obtain  the  restoration 
of  the  Countess  Ada  to  her  husband;  and  Louis, 
I>t'rceiving  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  his  perforniiii^^ 
ihiB  stipulation,  sent  in  the  next  year  an  ambassador  12Q7 
(Walter  Bertrand)  to  John,  king  of  England,  to  solicit 
the  return  of  his  wife.    John,  at  this  time  engaged  in 
a  war  with  France^  and  in  disputes  witli  his  subjects, 
was  desirous  of  gaining  as  many  partisans  as  possible 
to  his  own  cause,  and  that  of  his  nephew,  Otho  IV., 
emperor  of  Germany,  whose  rival;  Philip  of  Suabia, 
Wtt  supported  by  the  king  of  France.    lie  consented, 
therefore,  to  restore  the  countess,  ou  coudition  that 
Louis  should  serve  him  in  arms  as  often  as  required, 
»nd  adliere  to  the  Emperor  OlUu,  so  long  as  he  should 
remain  the  ally  of  England"'.    But  as  the  circum- 
Btsnces  in  which  John  was  placed,  his  kingdom  being 
laid  under  an  interdict,  and  liimself  at  variance  with 
hi&  nobles,  did  not  admit  of  his  affording  any  active 
tnistance  to  Louis;  the  latter  never  regained  any 
footing  in  Holland  or  Zealand,  and  William  remained 
peaceable  possession  of  the  county.   The  Countess 

'  HelU  Stoke,  boek  Ui^  bL  43 — 15.   Meyer,  Ann.  Fland.,  ad  ajuu 

*  TtL  Lett,  of  the  ConnieM  of  Holland,  oad  CcHiTcntion  of  the  Count 
vmLoon.  Rym.  Fced^  torn,  i.,  p.  145, 140. 
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Ada  lived  fiftor  her  ro-uniou  ^vitl^  lier  husband  until 
the  year  1218,  when  she  died  without  ciiiidren". 

The  death  of  Philip  of  Suabia,  in  the  year  1908> 
appeared  likely  to  leave  Otho  undisputed  master  of  the 
German  empire;  but  dissensions  soon  after  arising 
between  the  pope  and  the  emperor^  on  the  subjeet  of 
1211  their  possessions  in  Italy,  sentence  of  excommuuica- 
tion  was  pronounced  against  Otho^  and»  in  consequence 
of  it,  the  paiml  legate  in  Germany  induced  a  pottion 
of  the  electoral  princes  to  declare  Frederick,  son  of 
Henry  VL,  as  emperor  ^  The  Count  of  Holland,  since 
the  death  of  Philip  of  Suabia,  had  adhered  to  the  side 
of  Otho,  from  whom  he  obtained  a  confinuation  of  his 
authority^;  whereas  Louis  van  Loon,  following  the 
example  of  his  lief^e  lord,  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  espoused 
the  party  of  Frederick,  soon  alter  his  election.  This 
circumstance-  inclined  the  King  of  England,  now 
threritened  with  an  invasion  by  Philip  11.  of  France,  to 
abandon  the  alliance  with  Louis  for  that  of  Holland. 
He,  therefore,  made  a  treaty  with  William,  by  which 
the  latter  bound  himself  to  assist  the  king  as  often  as 
required,  with  twenty^fiye  lances*,  to  receiTe  pay  out 
of  the  royal  treasury  while  serving  in  England ;  to 
allow  him  to  levy  one  thousand  foot  soldiers  in  Hol- 
land, and  to  provide  him  with  ships  to  transport  them 
into  England,  the  charges  of  which  were  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  king:  John  engaged,  moreover,  to  pay  the 
count  the  sum  of  four  hundred  marks  of  silver^f. 

»  Sim,  Ber*  Batav.,  liK  tI.,  p.  S2. 

•  Mat.  Par.»  Ber.  Ang.  Hist.,  p*  1S3*  Henn.  Coin.  Col.,  ii.,  p.  898. 
9  Wllbelmiis  Procnntor  ad  aan.  1206. 
<  Bym.  Foid^  torn.  i.,pp.  168, 160, 212. 


•  Each  "lance"  WM  composetl  of  ten  horsemen,  and  an  indefinite 
numhiT  of  attendAuU  on  foot^  called  Kiiappeii." 
t  "W'illiaui  declares  himi>elf  the  liege  uiau  of  tiie  king  in  rcs^KJct  of  this 
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Betides  the  Count  of  Holland*  the  King  of  England 

W  formed  an  alliance  with  Ferdinand,  count  of  1214 
Fianders,  Otlio,  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  Duke  of 
Bnfaant;  and  these  princes  were  prepared  to  enter 
France  with  their  united  forces,  amounting  to  one 
buadred  thousand  men»  as  soon  as  Philip  should  be 
mopied  with  Ae  inirasion  of  England.  Philip,  there- 
fore, determined  to  direct  his  operations  first  against 
Us  Tsssaly  the  Count  of  Flanders^  and  marohmg  thither 
ia  penon,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  encountered  the 
tilled  troops  near  the  bridge  of  Bouvines,  between 
liile  and  Toumaj.  Though  £ar  inferior  in  numbersi 
fte  King  of  France  obtained  a  complete  victory ;  the 
Cnnnt  of  Flanders  and  the  Duke  of  Brabant  were 
taken  prisonerSy  and  the  Emperor  Otho  narrowly 
**scaped  sharing  the  same  fate'.  Tlie  Count  of  Hol- 
laod,  whether  dazzled  by  the  success  which  ^attended 
tke  arms  of  Philip  on  this  occasion,  or  that  some  cause 

dissatisfaction  had  sprung  up  between  iiimself  and 
iuog  John»  took  advantage  of  a  truce  concluded 
between  England  and  France  shortly  after  the  battle, 
Hot  only  to  detach  himself  from  the  alliunce  of  the 
fivmer,  hut  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Piiilip,  by  virtue 

whidi  he  was  called  upon,  ere  long,  to  take  an 
5tctive  part  in  hostilities  against  his  former  ally. 

The  dissensions  between  the  English  nobles  and 
their  sovereign  had  now  risen  to  such  a  height,  that 
they  resolved  to  declare  his  right  to  the  crown  forfeited, 
ind  to  offer  the  sovereignty  of  England  to  Louis  of 
France,  eldest  son  of  Pliilip'.  Allured  by  the  pro- 
^t  of  so  rich  a  prize,  Philip  despatched  his  son  with 

'  Mat.  Par.,  210,  211,   Hem.  Cov.,  Col.  842—845. 
•  Mat.  Far.,  p.  234. 

biD<Hng  lunuelf  to  aniflt  l^m  In  deftn^iiif  England^  and  in  gaiuing 
Ifiawiukn  of  hU  other  rtatw. 
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1216  a  considerable  fleet  to  England,  whither  he  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Count  of  Holland,  at  the  head  of  six 
and  thirty  nobles  with  their  vassals  K 

The  death  of  John,  in  the  same  year,  was  followed 
by  an  unsuccessful  battle  fought  near  Lincoln,  and 
the  return  of  the  discontented  nobles  to  their 
allegiance  under  Henry  III.,  his  son;  and  Loni% 
finding  himseif  deserted  by  most  of  his  former 
friends,  was  glad  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  gn:irdian  of  the  young  king,  in  order 
to  ensure  indemnity  to  his  paiti'^ans,  and  his  own 
safe  retreat  into  France".  The  termination  of 
j^Ij^y  the  war  between  France  and   England  left  Count 

1217  William  free  to  accompany  the  crusade  undertaken  at 
this  tune ;  and  he  accordingly  set  sail  from  the  Meuse» 
with  twelve  large  ships,  which,  uniting  with  a  great 
number  of  smaller  vessels  from  Friezland,  arrived  after 
some  delays  at  the  port  of  Lisbon^  Immediately  upon 
their  landing,  a  message  was  sent  by  the  l*ortuguese 
nobles  to  the  crusaders»  beseeching  their  assistance 
jii^ainst  the  King  of  Morocco,  who  had  wrested  the 
fortress  of  Alcazar  from  the  King  of  Portugal,  and 
obliged  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  to  deliver  into 
his  hands  a  lunidred  Christian  slaves  every  year. 
The  greater  part  of  the  Friezlandcrs  refused  to  delay 
their  journey  to  the  Holy  Land,  but  the  Hollanders 
under  Count  William  besieged  and  took  ^Ucazar,  and 
continued  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  Portugal. 

1218  Being  earnestly  admonished  by  the  pope  to  hasten 
without  further  loss  uf  time  to  the  Holy  Laud,  William 
joined  the  fleet  of  the  cmsaders  at  Acre,  in  the  next 
spruig,  when  it  was  determined  to  make  first  the 

*  Meyer,  Ann.  Fliind.,  lib.  tIu.,  od  ann.  1216. 

-  Mat.  Par.,  p.  249»251»  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  i.,  p.  221,  222. 

«  Comtt.  IIoll*  Exped*  in  Syriam,  torn,  ii.,  p.  2C« 
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oonqimt  of  Egypt,  after  which  it  would  be  easy,  they 

aupposed,  to  subdue  Syria  and  I'alestiue. 

With  this  (lesigu,  the  crusading  foxces  laid  megA 
to  Damietta»  a  large  aud  weU*fortified  town,  situated 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Nile,  and  united  to  a  fort» 
boilt  on  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  riTer,  by  a  stioog 
chain  of  iron.   The  Hollanders  and  Friezlandere,  by 
means  of  a  floating  tower  of  a  new  and  peculiar  eon- 
fitructioa,  gained  possession  of  the  fort^  and,  breaking 
the  chain,  opened  by  this  means  the  passage  of  the 
river  to  the  Crusaders.    The  capture  of  the  fort  was 
soon  followed  by  that  of  the  city;  but  in  the  year 
1221,  it  again  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Saracens,  nor 
did  any  ultimate  advantage  ensue  to  the  Crusaders 
from  this  conquest^.  Soon  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  siege  of  Damittta,  W  illiaia  returned  to  Holland, 
wbich  he  governed  in  peace  for  about  four  years.  Ue 
died  on  the  4th  of  Febroaiy,  I224t^.   In  this  reign 
wa,s  ^^riiuted  a  charter  of  privileges  (nearly  the  oldest 
kuown  in  the  county  of  IloUandf)  to  the  city  of 
Middlebnrg,  in  Zealand,  in  the  joint  names  of  Joanna, 
countess  of  I  landers,  and  William  of  Holland  t-  By 
this  charter,  certain  fines  were  fixed  for  fighting* 
i&ainiiog,  striking,  or  railing,  for  resisting  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates,  and  other  delinquencies  of  minor 
ioaportaneei  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  schout  and 

•  OUreri  Ubt.  Dam.,  cap.  5,  8,  U,  17,  iiu,  cui.  1401 — 1437. 
■  Mdis  Stoke,  Iwek  iii.,  bl.  47. 


•  The  men  of  Haai'iem  are  said  to  have  borne  the  principal  share  in 
tins  exploit,  tiie  anniversary  of  which  was  celehrated  iu  tbe  cit^'  uutU 
long  after.— Bo xhom,  Thtut.  Urb.  Holl.,  p.  12H,  I'VK 

t  That  of  Geertniydenberg  is  somewhat  older,  i>oing  dated  1213,  bat 
much  mutilated. — Aantek.  op  Vaterland.  Hist.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  111. 

{  Walcheren,  ut  u  Inch  Middlehnrnr  is  the  capital,  wo:*  one  of  the  ftvd 
islands  held  by  the  Counts  of  Hollaud  as  a  fWf  of  Flanders. 
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dieriffi*  of  the  city.  All  civil  causes  between  citi/ens, 
or  between  a  citizen  and  a  foreigner,  must  be  tried  bjr 
the  same  magistrates,  with  an  appeal  to  the  count 
sitting  in  judgment  with  the  sberiffiu   If  a  foreigner 
have  fought  Avitli  a  citizen,  the  sberifb  diall  endeaTonr 
to  pacify  the  quarrel,  and  in  case  either  party  refuse  to 
submit  to  their  decision,  they  shall  ring  the  town-bell, 
and  call  out  all  the  citizens  to  compel  him  to  obedi^ 
ence.   Whoever  rings  the  town-bell  without  the  order 
of  the  magistrates,  or  does  not  appear  when  it  is  rung; 
is  liable  to  a  tine.    One  of  the  provisions  of  this 
eharter  evinces  a  solicitude  for  the  security  of  the  pro* 
perty  of  individuals,  which  would  seem  to  belong  to  a 
more  advanced  state  of  society ;  it  is,  that  the  guardians 
of  minors  must  give  security  to  the  magistrates,  before 
they  can  undertake  the  management  of  their  estates. 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
enactment  of  another  provision,  which  purports,  that 
no  one  is  competent  to  ffive  evidence,  unless  he  have  a 
dwelling  in  Ihe  town,  and  pays  scot  and  lot.  A 
Middleburgber,  choosing  another  lord  than  the  C!ouut 
of  Holland,  must  pay  ten  pounds  Flemish  (5/.)  to  the 
count,  and  ten  shillings  to  the  town;  the  count 
reserving  to  himself  the  judgment  in  sueh  casesf*  The 
charters  of  the  other  cities  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
bear  more  or  less  resemblance  to  this,  which,  ancieat 
as  it  is,  appears,  nevertheless,  to  have  been  rather  a 
conhrmation  of  prescriptive  customs,  tiian  a  new  code 
of  regulations,  though  there  is  no  earlier  instance  on 

*  The  natiire  of  these  offices  will  be  explained  at  the  end  of  tlu:> 
chapter. 

t  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  sabject  bad  a  right  to  withdraw 
his  aUegiance  from  Ui-loid^  a  emtom  whidi,  tbcmg^  It  might  he  the 
occasion  oCiflaoM  'di80id6i%  mart  yet,  by  providing  a  nmed^  against 
opprMiioiiaiid  tyminy  on  the  part  of  the  kidy  have  tended  much  to 
soften  the  rigour  of  feudal  govenunent. 
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;   record  of  the  counts  binding  themselves  by  oath  to  the 

I  otflemuice  of  themn 

Florence  IV.  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  1224 
be  suoeeeded  his  father;  but  it  is  not  known  with  cer« 
Woty  who  administered  the  affiurs  of  the  county 
tiuriflg  liis  minority,  or  under  whose  direction  it  was 
tint  the  young  count  conferxBd  on  the  towns  of 
Domhuiy  and  West  Kappel,  in  Waloheren,  charters  of 
|m?ileges,  confirmed  by  the  attestation  of  several 
HeUand  and  Zeaknd  nobleSi  and  similar  in  their 
Btture  to  the  one  granted  by  hib  fatLei  to  the  citizens 
of  Middleburg'. 

Florence  was  the  first  and  last  of  the  Counts  of 
Holland  who,  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the 
8^  bore  a  part  in  one  of  those  crusades  against 
Christian  heretics,  which  had,  unhappily,  become  so 
mucli  the  mode  during  this  century.  The  Stedingers, 
^people  mhabiting  the  small  tract  of  country  bordering 
w  the  Weser,  having  refused  to  acknowledge  the 
temporal  jurisdiction  of  the  Archbishop  of  Bremen, 
vne,  for  this  reason,  accused  by  him  of  heresy,  before  1233 
Pope  Grec>-ory  IX.,  who  preadied  a  general  crusade 
against  them.  The  Duke  of  Brabant»  therefore,  with 
the  Count  of  Cleves  and  the  Count  of  Holland,  who 
fiiled  to  the  Weser  in  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  hhips, 
led  their  united  forces  into  the  country  of  the  Stedin- 
gew.  Hie  iuTading  army,  amounting  to  forty  thousand 
strong,  laid  waste  the  whole  land  with  fire  and  SM'ord ; 
theStediugers,  though  &x  inferior  in  numbers^  defended 
themselves  for  some  time  with  undaunted  courage;  but 
l>eiDg  defeated  in  an  obstinate  and  bloody  battle,  in  J234 

y  Boxliom  op  Reigersbei^fi^,  i.  deel.,  bl.  169. 
>  Idem,  ii.  decl.,  bl.  66  et  seq. 
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which  four  thonfland  of  them  were  slain,  tbejr  submitted 

at  length  to  the  arc]ibishop\ 

The  fame  of  Count  Horence's  beauty,  valour,  and 
skill  in  all  knightly  accomplishments,  being  widetjr 
spread  abroad,  produced  such  an  eager  desire  in  the 
breast  of  the  young  Countess  of  Clermont  to  see  so 
bright  a  pattern  of  chivalry,  that  she  induced  her  aged 
husband  to  proclaim  a  tournauieut  at  Corbye,  where 
die  knew  the  young  count  would  not  fail  to  be  pro- 
Sent^.    Hie  event  answered  her  expectations,  but 
proved  fatal  to  the  object  of  her  admiration.  Observ- 
ing that  one  knight  in  particular  bore  himself  gallantly 
in  the  joust,  and  overthrew  all  his  opponents,  she 
begged  her  husband  to  tell  her  by  what  armour  and 
device  the  Count  of  Holland  was  distinguished*  The 
1235  apparently  innocent  curiosity  of  his  wife  aroused  sucli 
furious  jealousy  in  the  bosom  of  the  old  man,  that  he 
forgot  at  once  what  was  due  to  knightly  fiuth  and  die 
rights  of  hospitality;  and,  assisted  by  tlie  lord  of 
Nielle,  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  horsemen,  he 
rushed  suddenly  upon  Count  Florence,  dragged  him 
from  his  horse,  and  slew  him,  before  his  attendant 
had  time  to  assemble  for  his  defence.   His  death, 
however,  was  instantly  avenged  by  Theodore,  count  of 
Cieves,  who  killed  the  Count  of  Clermont  on  the  spot^ 
and  forced  Nielle  and  his  followers  to  betake  them- 
selves to  flights    Thus  perished  Count  Florence,  in 
the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty,  leaving  his  states  to 
his  son  William,  an  infiint  under  seven  years  of  age. 
He  had  four  children  by  his  wife,  M  atUda,  daughter  of 

•  Cliron.  LuuiLcrg.  Col.,  torn,     p,  1406.   Heriu.  Cor.,  col.  ii.,  p.  879, 

Meyc»r,  lib.  viii.,  atl  anu.  12.13. 

•»  Oudc  Clii*onvtk  m  Schrvvcrs  CJniaven,  i.  docl.,  hi.  427. 

»  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iii.,  bl.  41)  et  mi.  Joimu  a  Uid.,  lib.  xxii^ 
cap.  10.   H«frm.  Cor.,  col.  ii.,  p.  BOO. 
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Henry,  duke  of  Brabant;  \\  illiani,  Florence,  Margaret» 
aod  Adelaide,  countess  of  Uaiuault'^. 

WiLUAM  IL^The  goyeinment  of  die  county, 
(luring  the  minority  of  the  young  prince,  was  entrusted 
to  Otho  III^  bishop  of  Utrecht^  brother  of  the  late 
eoiiiit«.  WiUiam  had  just  entered  his  twentieth  year, 
was  still  "beardless  and  blusliing,"  and  not  yet 
faugfated»  when  he  mm  elected  Emperor  of  Germany  t 
Ibe  esoaes  which  impelled  the  electors  to  a  measure 
so  extraordinary  as  that  of  placing  a  mere  boy  on  the 
ioqieml  throne^  were  briefly  these: — The  relatiye  poei* 
tion  of  the  emperors  and  pope^?,  and  their  conflicting 
ciaima  to  the  sovereignty  over  Italy,  necessarily  placed 
them  in  perpetual  hostility  with  each  other;  and  never 
had  their  mutual  recriminations  and  disgusts  been 
earned  to  a  higher  pitch,  than  during  the  reign  of  the 
present  emperor,  Frederick  11.  In  the  year  1246, 
Pope  Innocent  IV.  summoned  Frederick  to  appear 
beim  a  eonndl  held  at  Lyons,  to  clear  himself  of  the 
crimes  of  heresy  and  sacrilege,  of  which  he  was 
accused;  where,  notwithstanding  the  bold  and  eloquent 
defence  made  by  the  emperor's  proxy,  Theodore  of 
Sue?.«a,  sentence  of  excommunication  was  pronounced 
against  him,  and  his  subjects  absolved  from  their  oath 
of  aliqjiaiice'.  In  order  to  give  e£fect  to  the  decree  of 
the  council.  Innocent  spared  neither  pains  nor  money 
to  procure  the  election  of  another  emperor,  and  he  at 
length  preyailed  with  the  greater  number  of  eccle-^ 
siastical,  and  some  few  of  the  lay  electors,  to  nominate 
Heozy,  landgrave  of  Thuringia.  Henry's  death  hap»i246 
pening  shortly  after,  the  imperial  dignity  was  offered  to 
several  princes  of  Europe,  and  even  to  Haco,  king  of 
Norway*  none  of  whom,  however,  were  found  willing 

*  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iii^  bl.  57.         '  Ikk.i  iu  Ott.,  iii^  p.  76, 
'  Beka  iu  Ott^  76^  77.        '  Mat  Par^  p.  583-^. 


Digitized  by  Google 


70 


WILLIAM  IL 


to  accept  so  troublesome  and  dangerous  an  honour^. 
At  length,  on  the  recommendation  of  Henry  duke 
of  Biabant,  the  choice  of  the  electors  in  the  papal 
1247  interest  fell  on  William  of  Holland,  who,  to  the 
hereditary  valour  of  his  race,  united  abilities  and  pru- 
dence far  beyond  his  years,  and  was  moreover  remark- 
able for  the  extreme  beauty  of  his  countenance,  and 
the  majestic  height  of  his  stature^.  Immediately  after 
his  election,  having  caused  himself  to  be  knighted  by 
the  Duke  of  BrabantS  William  hastened  to  Aiz,  to 
receive  the  imperial  crown,  but  found  this  dty  entirely 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  Frederick,  and  it  cost  hini 
a  long  and  expensive  siege  before  he  could  effect  hie 

entranoel    He  was  obliired,  in  order  to  raise  funds  for 
carrying  it  on,  to  mortgage  Nimeguen,  a  free  city  of 
the  empire,  to  the  Duke  of  Guelderland,  for  the  sum 
of  sixteen  thousand  marks  of  silver™*, 
Jd48     Aix  at  length  surrendered,  and  the  ceremony  of 
the  new  emperor's  coronation  was  performed  by  Comad, 
archbishop  of  Cologne  **f;  but,  although  supported  by 
the  whole  power  and  influence  of  the  holy  see,  and 
strengthened  by  the  alliance  of  the  Duke  of  Bmuf*- 
wick,  whose  daughter  he  married,  William  was  nc^  (>^ 
able,  even  after  the  death  of  Frederick  II.,  which 
happened  in  1250,  to  insure  general  obedience  to  his 
authority;  while  the  measures  he  took  for  this  purpose 
raised  up  a  troublesome  and  dangerous  enemy  in  Ub 

^  Mit  Fnr.,  S16, 630^  ess. 

t  Helis  Stoke,  boek  tiL,  U.  63.   Mat  Par^SSS*   Bika  in  Ott.,  p.  7G. 
k  Beka  in  Ott.,  p.  77.        *  Hem.  Cor.,  col.  SM, 
^  HedsinOU.,  UL,p.  SOS.        *  MatPar.,  p.6». 


•  H^aoeforward  NimigiiaiL  oontinued  pmtBma^j  vnIM  to  Gneldatw 
land. 

t  According  to  Hermannns  ConMri,  by  the  Gatdinai  of  S/L  Sabine, 
tbe  Pope's  Legate,  col.  8d4 
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liereditaiy  itoteso.  Accordiog  to  an  ancient  ouAtom  of 
Gemuuiy,  thoae  TESsala  who  neglected  to  do  homage 

to  a  new  emperor  within  a  year  and  a  day  after  his 
eoionatioii,  lost  irreeoTerably  the  fiefs  whidi  they  held 
of  the  empire.  The  emperor,  therefore,  in  a  diet  held  1252 
it  Frankfort,  declared  all  those  fiefs  escheated,  the 
posseeson  of  which  had  not  reodTed  investitare  from 
liiui  within  a  year  and  a  day  after  his  coronation  at 
Aixp.  Among  the  number  of  theses  was  Maigaie^ 
countess  of  Flatiders,  familiarly  termed  ^  Black  Maiv- 
garet»"  daughter  of  Baldwin,  emperor  of  Constan- 
tinople. She  had  raiitted  to  do  homage  for  the  Am 
islands  west  of  the  Scheldt* — ^tho  lands  of  Alost 
and  Waasy  and  the  lour  manor8»*Hfor  which  reason 
William  depriyed  her  of  these  territories  and  bestowed 
them  on  John  of  Avennes,  the  husband  of  his  sister 
Adelaide^.  John  was  the  son  of  Margaret,  by  her 
first  husband,  Bouchard,  lord  of  Avenues,  from  whom 
she  had  been  divorced  in  1214,  on  the  plea  of  too  near 
a  relationship  between  the  parties,  and  that  Bonchard 
had  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  was  a  deacon  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage^  She  was  afterwards  married 
to  WilUam  de  Dampierre,  a  Burgnndian  nobleman,  by 
whom  she  liad  tliree  sons,  William,  Guy,  and  John; 
and  npon  her  succession  to  the  oonnty»  after  her  union  i^u 

with  William,  she  declared  lier  intention  of  leavinfr  the 
whole  of  her  states  to  the  children  of  her  second 
husband,  alleging  that  the  marriage  with  Boucluurd  of 

•  VU.  QUOD.,  eoL     p.  1739  and  seq. 
9  SdiAiidt  Hist  d€0  Alle.,  Ut.  tL,  ehsp.  9. 
«  Ifcjfer^Aim.  Flaiid.ylib.9yadaitii.l252;p.77. 
'  Mtol  IMp.  B«lff.9  torn,    p.  206* 


*  As  'William  himself  held  these  a  fief  of  Flanders,  and  an  anier- 
fief  of  the  empire,  he  was  placed  in  the  curioQS  porition  of  beio^  Tnwl 
and  Boxerain  in  respect  of  the  same  lands. 
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Avennes  ha  vino-  l)f  en  clcclarecl  null  by  the  pope,  the 
issue  of  it  must  be  illegitimate^.  Tlie  stigma  thus  east 
on  bis  birth,  coupled  with  the  fear  of  losing  his  inherit^ 
ance,  provoked  John  of  Avennes  to  declare  open  war 
against  his  mother;  but  on  the  mediation  of  Louis  IX. 
of  France,  a  treaty  was  made,  whereby  Johui  after  his 
mother's  death,  should  inherit  Hainault,  and  .William 
of  Dampierr^  Flanders^*.  Matters  stood  thas^  when 
William  made  the  transfer  above  mentioned,  of  the 
fiefs  held  by  Flanders,  under  the  empire,  in  favour  of 
John  of  Avennes.  This  iDttelligence  no  sooner  reaehed 
the  ears  of  Margaret,  than  she  assembled  a  powerful 
army,  with  the  design  of  invading  Zealand;  and  when 
1953  her  troops  were  in  readiness  to  march,  sent  to  demand 
homage  of  the  emperor,  as  Count  of  Holland,  for  the 
five  islands  of  the  Scheldt.  .Tiie  emperor,  flushed  with 
the  pride  of  his  high  station,  haughtily  answered,  that 
"he  would  be  no  servant  where  he  was  master,  nor 
vassal  where  he  was  lordV  The  rage  of  Black  Maiw 
garet  at  this  contemptuous  reply  knew  no  bounds;  and 
while  she  sought  to  amuse  William  by  affecting  to 
listen  to  the  terms  of  accommodation  proposed  by 
Henry*  dnke  of  Brabant,  she  dispatched  her  son,  Guy 
of  Dampierre^  at  the  head  of  lier  anny,  into  Zeidaud. 
The  troops  landed  at  West  Kappel,  where  they  aas* 
taiued  a  signal  defeat,  in  an  engagement  with  the 
Hollanders,  under  Florence,  brother  of  the  emperor^ 
and  Guy,  with  his  brother,  John  de  Dampierre,  were 

•  Mat.  Par.,  761. 

<  Meyer,  lib.  ix.,  n<1  nnn.  1240,  p.  75.  .£^d.  de  Roya.,  ad  ann.  1246* 
-  Melia  Stoke,  boek  iii.,  bl.  76~7S. 

•  The  wisdom  of  tliis  decision  of  St.  Louis  is  much  applaiidcfl  hy  the 
French  historian*!  (Velly,  Hist,  do  France,  torn,  iv.,  p.  GoH);  hiit  it  seems 
more  remarkal>le  for  expediency  tlian  for  justice;  since,  if  John  of 
Avenues  were  legitimate,  he  was  entitled  to  the  whole  of  hiamother'a 
fiQh',  if  illegitimate,  lie  hod  no  claim  to  any  part  of  them* 
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taken  prisoners Upon  tiie  tidings  of  this  misfortune^ 
Haigaret  immediately  dispfttehed  ambamtdon  into 
France,  to  supplicate  nssistance  from  tliat  kin^ifdom, 
and  to  offer  the  county  of  Hainault  to  Charles  of 
Anjou,  brother  of  Louis  IX.  Charles  readily  accepted 
the  offer»  and  with  as  many  troops  as  he  could  assemble 
ott  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  marched  into  Hainault» 
sad  possessed  himself  of  Valenciennes,  and  several 
smaller  towns.  Hardly,  however,  had  the  emperor 
unde  his  appearance  in  the  field  early  in  the  ensuing  1254 
spring,  til  nil  Charles  <»hut  himself  up  in  Vjilenciennes, 
to  which  the  emperor  laid  siege^  when  the  duke  made 
his  escape  from  the  town,  and  hastily  retreated  to 
Fraoce*  The  dtsertion  of  her  ally  rendered  Black 
Miigaret  amenable  to  terms  of  peace  which  she  had 
befere  haughtily  and  ariorrily  refused^*.  She  agreed 
to  surrender  Hainault^  Aiost,  and  the  ioui  manors^  to 
John  of  ATennes;  but  the  treaty  was  not  finally  con- 
cluded until  after  the  death  of  William. 

The  West  Friealandeni^  who  never  submitted  but 
with  reluctance  to  the  government  of  Holland,  and 
lost  no  opportunity  of  making  a  struggle  for  their 
independence^  had>  during  the  absence  of  the  count  in 
Germany,  again  reTolted^  and,  according  to  their 

•  Joban.  a  Lei«L,  lib.  xxiii.,cap.  3.   Meyer,  Ami.  FlauJ.,  lib.  ix.,  ad 
aan.  1253,  p.  77. 

•  VeUy,  Hi»t.  de  Frauce,  tt»m.  v.,  p.  221.   Melis  Stoke,  boek  iii., 
1>L  92—107. 


*  After  the  1»aide  of  West  Kappel,  John  of  AveniiM  Mat  arnhftwadorB 
io  \m  mother^  entreotiiig  lier  to  lul«n  to  tenns  of  aocommodation,  if  not 
ftr  bb  Mki^  Ibr  tlie  itke  <tf  her  mmm^  who  were  his  prisonflsa,  ^M/ 
■at  in  in  your  hands/'  answered  the  llefce  old  virago;  ^hnt  not  for 
that  wOl  I  bend  to  your  wUl:  day  them,  butcher  I  and  deronr  one  sea- 
Mmed  with  pepper,  and  the  other  with  ealt  and  gailic!*'^Mat.  Par., 
p.  768.  Sueh  language  in  the  mouth  of  a  woman,  and  a  prineesH^  would 
give  na  no  TerV  advantageons  opinion  of  the  mannen  of  these  tiroes. 
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custom,  inflicted  great  chimage  upon  tlio  Kemmer- 
landers.  Some  forts  which  the  emperor  had  built 
withia  the  boundaries  of  the  proyinee  served  rather  to 
irritate  their  jealousy,  than  to  check  their  turbulence; 
and  at  length  WiUiam  found  it  neoessaiy  to  repair  in 
person,  with  a  powerful  army,  to  West  Friezlaady  in 

1255  order  to  reduce  it  to  obedience.  From  Alkmaar,  he 
advanced  in  the  depth  of  winter  to  Vroone^  a  oon- 
gtidenible  villa«fe  of  Friezhuul ;  before  liim  lay  the  Heer 
Uuygenwardy  a  large  drained  lake,  now  entirely  iromti 
over;  here  the  Friezlanders  awaited  his  approach, 
drawn  up  on  the  ice,  and  divided  into  small  bands  of 
foot»  clad  in  linen  frocks,  and  lightly  anned»  with  half 
pikes,  javelins,  and  Danish  axes.  The  Hollanders,  on 
the  contrary,  were  in  complete  armour,  and  rode  the 

1256  heavy  horses  peculiar  to  their  country.  The  ice  being 
half  a  foot  thick,  the  emperor  did  not  hesitate  to 
attempt  the  passage;  and  the  Fhezlanders  purposely 
retreating  to  where  it  was  weakest,  he  galloped  on  in 
heedless  pursuit  of  them,  leaving  his  trooi>s  at  some 
distance  behind.  The  ice  broke^  when  his  horse  sank 
up  to  his  middle  in  the  mud  beneath,  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  recover  himselti  threw  his  rider.  Three  or  four 
of  the  Friezlanders  immediately  rushed  upon  him» 
affecting  ignorance  of  who  he  was,  and  deaf  to  his 
prayers  for  mercy  and  offers  of  ransom,  oruelly 
slaughtered  him.  His  body  was  secretly  buried  at 
Hoogtwoude;  and  his  army,  after  tlie  death  of  ikeir 
leader,  retreated  in  disorder,  and  with  heavy  lose  to 
Holland  \ 

This  prince  built  the  court-house  at  the  Uaguab 
whither  he  transferred  the  supreme  court  of  Holland, 
from  Haarlemr. 

«  Mat.  Par.,  793.    Melk  SU>k«,  l>ock  iii.,  bl.  iU—kZO, 
y  Beka  in  Ott.,  p.  80. 
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The  int^nial  commerce  of  Hollaiul  appears  even  at 
this  earl/  period  to  have  bet  n  considcmble,  siuce  the 
opeiueB  tuf  the  canal  of  Sparendam,  commenced 
during  this  reign,  were  appointed  to  be  juiid  by  tolls 
kvied  on  the  ships  passing  through  it,  from  one  penny 
to  twelve  pence,  acoofding  to  their  sise^ 

The  numerous  aud  expensive  undertakings  in  Avbich 
Wiliiam  11.  was  engaged,  during  nearlj  the  whole 
period  of  his  goTemment,  rendered  neeessary  to  him 
the  support  and  assistance  of  the  town^s  wliieh  be  pur- 
dnted  by  the  giant  or  confirmation  of  privileges  so 
important,  that  in  courbe  ot"  time  they  rendered  tbera, 
as  towns^  integral  and  influential  portions  of  the  nation* 
Alkmaar,  in  1254^  was  exempted  from  all  burdens, 
except  contributing  to  the  wars  with  the  West  Friez- 
laadeis;  and  in  the  year  1246,  Haarlem  was  declared 
6ee  of  the  county  tolls,  on  condition  of  providing 
sixty-four  men  at  arms  for  the  service  of  the  count, 
vim  leqniiedt  and  of  paying  him  twenty  pounds 
(Tkmish)  yearly,  with  the  like  sum  when  the  counts 
fcliould  marry,  travel  to  tbe  court  of  the  emperor,  or  be 
Bads  knights*  The  administration  of  justice  was  con* 
fefred  nil  the  magistrates  of  tbe  city,  certain  fines 
imng  appointed  for  various  crimes  and  misdem^morSi 
mong  the  fest»  for  homicide\  It  is  probable  that  the 
more  aggravated  cases  of  homicide,  such  as  amounted 
to  murder,  were  punished  vrith  death;  since  in  a 
darter  of  privileges  of  the  same  kind,  granted  to  1253 
Dordrecht,  this  punishment  is  awarded  to  the  wilful 
>lsyerof  another.  Delfib  likevrise  received  a  similar 
dmter  of  privileges  in  this  reign**. 

As  the  constitution  of  Uoliand  now  begins  to 
*  BadiefehoB  aa  le  Conu,  torn,  i.,  p.  174. 

'  BoiSioni,  Theet,  TTrb,  HoL,  p.  ISl.  HaadTesten  van  Wm.  IL 
SeHvcnus  "Httffleiii,"  bl.  218. 
^  BoxluHD,  Theat  Urb.  Hoi.,  p.  102. 
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assame  a  regalar  and  pennanent  fonii,  it  mcjr  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a  short  digression,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  such  an  idea  of  its  composition,  before  the 
union  of  1579»  as  the  notices  scattered  here  and  there 
through  the  different  histories  and  descriptions  of  tlie 
country  will  enable  us  to  form;  since  no  work  exists^ 
that  I  am  aware  of,  which  may  present  it  to  omr  view 
in  a  clear  and  connected  whole. 


The  constitution  of  Holland  is  particularly  worthy 

of  ohservation,  as  carr}'ing  out  to  an  extent  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  nation,  the  system  of  municipal 
gfovemment;  a  system  which,  whatever  its  defects,  con- 
tributes perhaps  more  than  any  modification  of  civil 
polity  with  which  we  are  hitherto  acquainted,  to  pro- 
mote the  civilization,  happiness,  and  freedom  of  society; 
and  which,  although  it  may  be  better  adapted  to  the 
ivants  of  a  rising,  than  to  the  habits  of  a  long-estab- 
lished community,  has  yet  been  found  so  beneficial  to 
mankind  in  every  variety  of  climate  and  situation,  and 
to  accommodate  itself  so  admirably  to  ])eopIe  of  totally 
o])posite  religions,  laws,  morals,  and  manners,  that  tlic 
rulers  of  every  country  would  do  well  to  pause  long, 
and  consider  carefully,  before  they  abandon  it*.  The 
towns  of  Holland  were  not,  as  in  other  nations,  merely 
portions  of  the  state,  but  the  state  itself  was  rather  an 
aggregate  of  towns,  each  of  which  formed  a  common- 
wealth within  itseit,  providing  for  its  own  defence, 
governed  by  its  own  laws,  holding  separate  courts  of 

•  For  tl)e  nd  van  tap-OS  resulting  from  the  system  of  municipal  govern- 
ment in  Jndiii,  sec  tho  able  and  eloquent  deserii)tion  of  that  coiiDtry  in 
Alison's  History  of  Europe,  toI.  vii.;^  and  for  it8  effects  on  the  free  citir^ 
of  Clerinany,  Eneas  Sylvius  De  Mor.  Germ.,  p.  10^5 — 10d8;  two  natioiia 
which  differ  a»  much,  perhaps,  as  posbibie  in  aU  the  aboYe-mcotioned 
pailiculors. 
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futiee,  and  admmktering  its  own  finances;  tiie  legiala* 

tive  sovereigQty  of  the  whole  iiatiou  being  vested  in 
tim  towm,  forming  in  their  collective  capacity  the 
wmmhlj  of  the  atates. 

The  government  of  every  town  was  administered 
by  a  aenate  (Wethouderscbap,)  formed  of  two^  tbree» 
er  four  burgomasters,  and  a  certain  number  of  sheriflk, 
(Schepeneii,)  generally  seven :  a  few  of  the  towns,  as 
Dordrecht^  had  only  one  boigomaster.  The  duties  of 
the  senate  were,  to  provide  for  tlie  public  safety  by 
keeping  the  city  walls  and  fortihcatious  iu  repair,  to 
ttH  oat  and  muster  the  burgher  guards  in  case  of 
invasion  or  civil  tumult,  to  aduiiuister  the  finances,  to 
provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  town  by  levying 
exeisea  on  different  articles  of  consumption,  and  to 
affix  the  portion  of  county  taxes  to  be  paid  by  eaeli 
individuaL  To  the  burgomasters  vras  committed  the 
care  of  the  police  and  the  ammunition,  of  the  public 
peace,  and  of  cleansing  and  victualling  the  town.  The 
aonate  generally  appointed  two  treasurers  to  receive 

and  disburse  the  city  funds  under  their  iiispection,  and 
aa  advocate,  or  pen&ionaryt  who^e  office  (similar  to 
tihat  of  recorder  in  our  own  municipal  corporations) 
was  to  keep  the  charters  and^  records,  and  to  advise 
tbem  upon  points  of  law.  The  count  had  a  repre- 
sentative in  each  town,  in  the  person  of  the  sellout, 
aa  oiiicer  whom  he  himself  appointed,  sometimes  out 
of  a  triple  number  named  by  the  senate.  It  was  the 
business  of  the  schout*#  besides  watching  over  the 
interests  of  the  count,  to  seize  on  all  suspected  persons 
and  bring  tbem  to  trial  before  the    Vierschaar/'  or 

*  We  hare  no  English  term  for  tlib  office :  that  of  county  sheriff, 
(indMUiig  the  dutiea  he  usually  peiforms  by  deputy,)  is  analogous  to  it 
ift  iome  xtspeeto:  the  word  ^Schout"  is  an  abbreviation  of  ^'Schould- 
mkier,**  a  judge  of  crimes,  Grotiiu^  Inleydinge  toi  de  Hollandsche 
BechtflgeUerdheyi^  hi.  127. 
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judicial  court  of  the  town.  This  court  wus  composed 
of  the  sheriffii,  and  bad  jiuisdiction  over  all  civil  eauseSi 
and  over  minor  offences*,  except  in  some  towns^  suoli 
as  Leyden,  Dordrecht,  ficc,  where  the  power  of  trying 
capital  crimes  was  specially  given  to  them  in  tlie 
charters  granted  by  tlio  counts*^:  the  schout  was  also 
bound  to  see  the  judgments  of  the  vierschaar  carrie<l 
into  execution^.  Besides  the  senate  there  was,  ftk 
every  town,  a  council  of  the  citizens,  called  the  Great 
Council,  (Vioedschapt,)  which  was  summoned  in  earljr 
times  when  any  matter  of  special  importance  was  to  be 
decided  upon;  but  afterwards  their  functions,  in  many 
of  the  towns,  became  restricted  to  the  nomination  of 

the  burgomasters  and  sheriffs  for  the  senate*.  In 
Hooni,  where  the  goverument  was  on  a  more  popular 
basis  than  in  most  of  the  other  towns  of  Holland,  this 
council  comprised  all  the  inhabitants  possessing  a 
capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  nobles*  and  from  this 
eirenmstance  was  called  the  ''Bykdom,"  or  wealth.  The 
offices  of  burgomasters  and  sheriffs  being  annual  in  this 
city,  the  members  of  the  ^  Rykdom"  met  on  a  certain 
day  in  every  year  for  the  purpose  of  electing  new  ones 
to  fill  their  places;  the  ballot  was  then  cast  for  nine  men, 
who  afterwards  chose  three  new  buigomasters^  and 
named  one  of  the  old  to  act  ^^  \tll  them  during  the  year 
ensuing;  twenty-one  others  were  then  bailotted  for,  from 
whom  the  schout,  on  the  part  of  the  count,  nominated 
the  seven  sheriffs'^,  In  Dordrecht,  the  most  confined  and 
aristocratic  of  the  municapal^vemments  of  Holland, 

Boxhom.  Thcatiimu  Urbium  Holland.,  p,  100, 108,0^1; 
•«  Guicciardirii,  Belg.  Des.,  tom.    p.  W. 

e  Llem,  tom.  ii.,  p.  IGO. 

'  Veliufi   Hand  vest."  in  Clironyk  van  Hoom,  bl«  21—00. 

*  The  power  of  trying  offences  which  were  nut  capitiii  vfoa  termed  ike 
"low  jurisdiction." 
t  Literally  "council  of  wise  men.'* 
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the  great  council  consisted  of  forty  members,  wiiose  office 
wai  tor  Ufsb  and  who  filled  up  the  Tieanoies  as  they 
oeonmd,  by  eleeti<m  among  themselves.  The  senate 
(ii  Uiis  town  was  composed  of  one  burgomaster,  whose 
oite  was  annufti,  sine  aberiffi^  and  five  conneillots 
(raden);  four  sheriffs  and  three  councillors  went  out 
of  office  om  year,  five  sherifis  and  two  councillors  the 
oexti  and  io  OB  alternately;  their  places  were  filled  up 
l>y  the  county  or  the  schout  on  Lib  behalf,  out  of  a 
double  number  nominated  by  the  council  of  forty. 
The  only  lepretentatiTes  of  the  people  in  the  govern- 
meat  were  the  so-named  "eight  good  men,"  (goede 
lojdeD  van  aehte^)  and  their  fimctions  were  limited  to 
(hooftng  the  burgomaster  in  conjunction  with  those 
^mtorg  whose  term  of  office  had  expired ;  if  they  were 
unnimons,  their  votes  reckoned  for  twelve^  bnt  the 
Imrjafomaster  chosen  must  alwajs  be  one  of  the  ex- 
MOtttorst. 

The  number  of  burgomasters  and  sheriflb,  as  well 

as  of  members  of  ike  great  councils,  diiVered  in  different 
citiei^  but  tlmr  duties  and  mode  of  election  was  similar 
in  all,  except  Rotterdam,  where,  on  the  death  or 
removal  of  any  one  of  the  great  council,  consisting  of 
tweiiiy.ianr  members,  the  count,  or  his  schout,  chose 
Mwther  from  three  persons  named  by  the  rest;  the 
m^u  sherifls  and  three  burgomasters  were  here 
diaged  every  year,  and  on  the  day  of  election  twenty-* 
four  kaiis,  five  among  them  being  ijlack,  were  thrown 
ioto  an  urn,  from  which  all  the  members  of  the  great 
eoQneil  drew:  those  to  whom  the  black  beans  fell  were 
precluded  from  filling  the  offices  of  the  senate  them- 
^ves,  but  with  them  lay  the  nomination  of  the  double 
miiBber,  from  which  the  count  selected  the  sheriffs  and 
burgomasters 

•  Uuicc,  Belg.  Des,,  tuiii.  ii.,  p.  1(50.  Iikin,  p.  1(32. 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  being  generally  mer- 
chants and  ti-aders,  were  divided  into  guilds  of  the 
different  trades ;  at  the  head  of  each  guild  was  phased 
a  deacon  (dekken),  to  regulate  its  aiiairs  and  protect 
its  interests ;  and  as  the  towns  obtained  their  charters 
of  priYileges  from  the  countSi  so  did  the  guilds  look  to 
the  municipal  governments  for  eiicuiiragement  and  sup- 
port, and  for  the  immunities  they  were  permitted  to 
enjoy  i.  Each  guild  inhabited  for  the  most  part  a  sepa- 
rate quarter  of  the  town,  and  over  every  quarter  two 
officer^  called  ^  WykmeesterSy"  were  appointed  by  the 
burgomasters,  whose  duty  it  was  to  keep  a  list  of  all 
the  men  in  their  district  capable  of  bearing  arms»  to 
see  that  their  arms  were  sufficient  and  ready  for  use, 
and  to  assemble  tliein  at  the  order  of  the  magistrates, 
or  upon  the  ringing  of  the  town  bell ;  the  citizens,  on 
their  part,  were  bound  to  obey  the  summons  without 
delay,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night;  over  ail  the 
wykmeesters  were  placed  two,  threes  or  four  superior 
officers,  called  "  Hoofdmanixu,"  or  captains  of  the 
burgher  guards^.  The  guilds,  when  called  out  to  \ 
service  within  the  town,  assembled,  and  acted  each 
under  their  own  bauuers;  but  in  defence  of  the  state 
they  were  accustomed  to  march  together  under  the 
standard  of  the  town,  and  dressed  in  the  city  livery^ 
As  every  member  of  a  guild  was  expected  to  have  his  i 
arms  always  ready  for  U8e»  and  the  burgher  guajds 
(Schuttery)  were  frcMiuently  mustered,  and  drilled  ' 
under  the  inspection  of  the  burgomasters  and  sheriflfe, 
the  towns  were  able  to  man  their  walls,  and  put  them^ 
selves  into  a  state  of  defence  in  an  incredibly  short  space 
of  time*   In  this  manner  each  town  formed,  as  we 

1  VeliiU  Hoom,  boek  i.,  bl.  0.  . 
i  Guicc,  Belg.  Dcs.,  torn,     p.  180.  I 
Vdiiia  Hoom,  bl.  64. 
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Ittve  remarked,  a  species  of  republic,  cantaining  within 

italf  the  elements  of  civil  government  and  military 
£me.  Tlie  burgher,  for  the  most  part,  considered  his 
town  as  his  nation,  with  whose  happiness  and  pro8« 
jKrity  his  own  was  inseparably  linked,  not  only  as 
iiq;arded  his  public,  bat  also  his  private  interests; 
mnee  his  person  was  liable  to  be  seized  for  the  debts 
wiiieh  its  government  contracted,  and  the  government, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  he  were  too  poor  to  pay  the 
county  taxes,  stepped  in  to  his  relief,  and  not  unfre- 
qnently  dischai-ged  them  for  hini^  This  separate  exist- 
nice  <if  we  may  so  term  it,)  of  the  towns,  a  source 
of  iiaiional  stren<j;tli  inasninch  as,  by  developing  to  its 
fullest  extent  the  social  activity  of  the  people  and 
giving  to  each  individual  a  place  in  the  political  scale, 
it  lormed,  as  it  were,  a  heart  in  every  one  of  the  extre- 
mities of  the  body  politic,  was  yet  a  cause  of  weakness 
by  the  disunion,  jealousy,  and  opposition  of  interests 
whieli  it  occasioned ;  the  patriotism  of  the  Dutchman 
was  but  too  often  confined  within  the  walls  of  his 
native  city;  and  we  shall  have  occasion  more  than  once 
to  remark,  in  the  course  of  Dutch  history,  that  the 
towns  pursuing  each  their  own  private  views,  totally 
lose  sight,  for  awhile  at  least,  of  the  interests  of  the 
nation  in  geueml,  and  even  of  their  own  as  members 
of  it. 

The  municipal  governnicnt  and  piivileges  of  the 
towns  extended  over  a  certain  space  without  the  walls, 
wliicli  the  burghers  enlarged  as  they  found  occasion 
by  grauts  obtained  from  the  counts,  whether  by  favour 
or  purchase  The  portion  of  the  county  not  included 
viithin  these  limits,  and  commonly  called  the  "open 
country,''  either  formed  the  domains  of  the  nobles  or 

»  Vilinri  Hooi-n,  bl.  0(),  147. 

■  Boxliom,  Tlieai.  Urb.  UoU.,  ^.  191, 108  aud  passuu. 
VOL.  L  O 
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abbeys,  or  were  governed  by  bailifis,  whose  office  was 
analogous  to  that  of  the  sehout  ia  the  towns,  and  who 
were,  like  them,  appointed  by  the  count.  Both  nobles 
and  abbots-  exercised  the  low  juribtliction  in  their 
Btates»  and  sometimes  the  high  jurisdiction  also^;  the 
nobility  had  the  power  of  levying  taxes  on  the  subjects 
witiiiu  their  owu  domains,  and  exercised  the  right  of 
private  warfere  among  themselves;  of  the  latter  priYi- 
lege  they  were  always  extremely  jealous,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  counts  to  abolish  or  modify  it  were  for  manj 
centuries  unavailing^:  in  fact,  it  fell  into  disuse  in 
Germany  and  lloiland  later  than  in  the  other  tonii- 
tries  of  Europe.  The  nobles  were  exempt  from  the 
taxes  of  the  state,  being  bound  in  respect  of  their  fiefs 
to  servo  with  their  vassals  in  the  wars  of  the  county; 
and  if  from  any  cause  they  were  unable  to  attend  in 
person,  they  were  obliged  either  to  find  a  substitute  or 
to  pay  a  scutage  (ruytergeld,)  in  lieu  of  their  services, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  vassals  of  the  countP; 
such,  however,  was  only  the  case  when  the  war  was 
carried  on  within  tiie  boundaries  of  the  county,  or  had 
been  undertaken  by  their  advice  and  consent;  other- 
wise the  service  they  rendered  depended  solely  on 
their  own  will  and  pleasure'i.  The  chief  of  the  nobility 
were  appohited  by  the  count  to  form  the  council  of 
state,  or  supreme  court  of  Iloliaud:  the  council  of  state 
assisted  the  count  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs,  guaranteed  all  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance 
made  with  foreign  nations;  and  in  its  judicial  capacity, 
took  cognisance  of  capital  offences,  both  in  the  towns 
(unless  other^^-ise  provided  by  their  charterj?,)  and  in 

•  Chtom  Esmond,  cap.  90^  64*  Jobaa.  k  Leid.,  lib.  mad.,  cap.  19. 

•  Joban.  k  Ldd.,  Hb.  zxzi.,  cap.  99.  Helis  Stoke,  boek  x.,  U.  99D. 
t  Grotius  "  Inleydinge,"  &c.,  bl.  16i. 

«  Groot  Piakaat.,  deel.  v.,  bl.  719. 
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the  open  country.  To  tiiis  court*  ^here  the  count 
generally  presided  in  person,  lay  an  appeal  in  dvil 
causes  from  all  the  inferior  courts  in  the  state^ 

In  after  times,  as  the  towns  increased  in  wealth 
and  importance,  and  the  more  prolonged  and  expensive 
wars  in  which  the  counts  were  eugagtHl  rendered  their 
pecuniary  support  necessary,  they,  likewise,  became 
faities  to  the  ratification  of  treaties'*,  and  were  con- 
sulted upon  matters  relating  to  war  or  foreign  alliances. 
It  was  probably  the  custom  of  summoninpr  together 
deputies  from  the  towns  for  these  purposes  \s  iiich  gave 
rise  to  the  assembly  of  the  states,  as  historians  are 
unable  to  fix  the  exact  time  of  its  ori^jfin.    It  Las  been 
generally  supposed  that  before  the  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  the  six  "good  towns**  only,  that  is,  Dor- 
drecht, Haarlem,  Delft,  Ley  den,  Amsterdam,  and  Gouda, 
enjoyed  the  right  of  sending  deputies  to  the  states  ^  This, 
however,  is  not  altogether  tlie  fact.    It  is  true  that 
treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  were  usually  guaranteed 
by  the  great  towns  only,  and  that  afiairs  relating  both 
to  domestic  and  foreign  policy  were  frequently  trans- 
acted by  them  in  conjunction  with  the  deputies  of  the 
nobles,  the  smaller  towns  (unwilling  to  incur  the 
expense  of  sending  deputies  to  the  states,)  being  con- 
tent to  abide  by  their  decision.    But  until  about  1545 
the  small  towns  were  constantly  sunnnoiied  to  give 
theur  Totes  upon  all  questions  of  supply^  nor  did  the 
deputies  of  the  great  towns  <$onsider  themselves  autho- 

'  Melu  stoke,  boek     bL  395. 
■  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  ii^  p.  592. 

*  ObeenraiioiiB  on  the  United  Ftorlncee,  bjr  Sir  W.  Temple,  ehap.  ii., 
p.  121.  Hooft's  Nederbndsche  Hietorie,  boek  viii.,  bL  258. 

*  Vide  List  of  the  AssemUleB  in  Regist  der  Daognufften  van  Holknd 
door  Aert  Tan  der  Goes  beechreven.,  poasim.  Edit,  in  Britieh  Museum. 

*  The  first  treaty  which  appears  guaranteed  by  the  towns  was  made 
with  Edward  L  of  England  in  128K 
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rized  to  grant  or  anticipate  the  j>aynient  of  any  sub- 
sidies without  their  concurrence^  The  small  towns 
were  likewise  accustomed  to  send  deputies  to  the 
states  Mheu  a  measure  was  to  be  discussed  which 
peculiarly  regarded  their  own  wel&re:  as»  for  example^ 
ujion  the  occasion  of  a  <|Ucstioii  concerning  tlie  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  on  the  exportation  of  corn,  when  deputies 
ap))eared  from  most  of  the  towns  of  the  Waterland, 
wliere  the  principal  commerce  in  gmln  vwis  carried  on^^ ; 
and  in  like  maimer,  when  unusual  precautions  were 
found  necessary  to  secure  the  hernng  fishery,  deputies 
of  the  towns  which  depended  on  that  trade  for  their 
support  were  summoned  to  the  states  to  consider  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  government  for  its  pro- 
tec  tion\  As  it  does  not  appear  that  the  same  towns 
were  always  summoned  to  the  voting  of  supplies^  it  is 
most  probable  tliat  the  counts  invited  bucli  of  them  to 
appear  at  the  assemblies  as  they  thought  most  able  or 
willing  to  contribute  towards  satisfying  their  pecuniary 
demands,  in  the  same  manner  as  our  own  sovereigns  in 
former  times  were  wont  to  do. 

The  deputies  to  the  states  were  nominated  by  the 
senates  of  the  several  towns;  each  town  pos«^essing  but 
one  voice  in  the  assembly,  whatever  number  of  deputies 
it  might  send;  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  Hkewifie 
enjoyed  but  one  vote,  though  it  was  often  represented 
by  several,  never  by  less  than  three  deputies.  The 
states  were  generally  snmnioned  by  the  counts  to  the 
Hague,  or  to  any  other  place  where  they  might  happen 
to  be  residing.  It  appears  to  have  been  competent 
for  any  one  or  ;norc  of  the  towns  to  call  an  jisbuiubly 

*  A«ri  van  derGoeAReg.^b].  48,  98, 929. 
«  Idem,  hi  dia 

*  Regiftt.  der  Daagvaarten  ran  Holland  door  Adtian  van  der  Goe»^  ann. 
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when  and  wliere  they  judged  it  expedient;  btit  the 
more  usual  practice  was  to  petition  either  the  count  or 
the  eooncll  of  Holland  to  issue  the  summons.  The 
deputies  of  the  nobles  and  towns  deliberated  separately, , 
tad  afterwards  met  together  to  give  their  votes,  virheu 
tlie  nobles  voted  first,  and  then  the  tovms,  the  ancient 
city  of  Dordrecht  having;  the  precedence^.  The  deputies 
were  called  together  to  deliberate  upon  specific  qnes*- 
tions  only :  if  any  new  matter  arose,  they  were  obliged 
to  delay  their  decision  until  they  had  consulted  their 
principals  upon  it;  and  no  measure  could  be  carried,  if 
either  the  nobles,  or  any  one  of  the  towns,  refused  to 
give  their  vote  in  its  favour^ 

The  principal  officers  employed  by  the  assembly  of 
the  stateis,  were  a  registrai*or  keeper  of  tlie  records,  who 
acted  likewise  as  secretary,  and  an  advocate  called  the 
penrfonarr  of  Holland,  whose  business  it  was  to  j^ropose 
all  subjects  for  the  deliberation  of  the  states,  to  declare 
the  Totes,  and  report  the  decisions  of  the  assembly  to 
the  connt,  or  conncil  of  state^;  ;ilthouprh  this  officer 
did  not  possess  the  right  of  votiug,  he  was  accustomed 
to  take  a  share  in  the  debates,  and  generally  enjoyed 
great  influence  both  in  tlie  assembly  of  the  states  and 
the  whole  country;  the  nobles,  likewise,  chose  a  pen- 
sionary, nearly  always  in  the  person  of  the  same  indi- 
vidual. The  constitution  of  the  states  of  Zealand, 
diflTered  from  that  of  Holland,  inasmuch  as  the  clergy 
in  the  latter  did  not  form  a  separate  estate,  nor  were 
they  represented  in  tlie  assembly;  whereas  in  Zealand, 
the  abbot  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Middleburg,  enjoyed  the 
right  of  giving  the  Jirst  vote  as  representative  of  the 

f  Vc1iu3  I  loom,  boek  \\.,  bl.  85.  Qrotius,  de  Ani.  Beip.  Bat,  cnp.  5. 
Aeii  wtsn  der  Goes.,  Kegbt.,  bl.  114. 

*  Gnicc,  Cclg.  Dcs.,  torn,  i.,  \\  B3. 

*  Vid.  IiutracUon  to  tlie  Advocate  or  Pensioiiary;  Ikr^  deel.  ii.,  bock 
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ecclesiastical  state;  the  Marquis  of  Veere  and  Flushing 
represented  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility,  and  had 
likewise  one  vote,  while  deputies  were  sent  fiom  six 
.only  of  the  principal  towns,  Middlebuig,  Zierik2ee» 
Goes,  Voere,  Flushing,  and  Tholen. 

Tiie  count  being  accustomed  to  reside  for  the  most 
part  out  of  the  province,  deputed  two  officers  called 
"  Rentraecsters"  or  treasurers,  to  collate  the  fiefs,  and 
to  manage  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  his  revenue ; 
to  them  also,  he  directed  all  the  decrees  and  edicts 
issued  by  himself  or  Lis  council,  which  tliey  were 
bound  to  publish  and  enforce^  as  well  as  to  seize  in  his 
name  all  suspected  persons  in  the  open  country  and 
villaGfes,  and  bring  them  to  trial  before  the  magistrates 
of  Middleburg  and  Zierilczee.  One  of  these  officers 
hud  the  jurisdiction  over  West  Zealand,  the  other  over 
East  Zealand^ 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  define  exactly  the 
po\vers  formerly  possessed  by  the  states,  since  during* 
the  reign  of  feeble  princes,  or  minors,  they  naturally 
sought  to  extend  them,  and  often  succeeded  in  so 
doing;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  considerably 
abridged  by  the  more  powerfid  and  arbitrary  counts, 
]>artieuhirly  tlioso  of  the  house  of  Bur^ifnndy.  Tlie 
most  essential,  however,  that  of  levying  taxes,  none  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Holland  before  Philip  II.  of  Spain  ever 
ventured  to  dispute;  and  the  old  feudal  principle,  that 
the  nation  could  not  be  taxed  without  its  own  consent, 
wholly  abandoned  in  France^  and  evaded  in  our  own 
country  by  the  practice  of  extorting  benevolences, 
was  in  Holland,  except  in  some  rare  and  angle  in- 
stances, constantly  and  hi  inly  adhered  to*.  The 

^  On!oc*,  Belg.  Dea.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  ISa— 180. 

•  The  imposta  levied  by  the  nobles  on  their  domains  arc  to  bo  cond- 
dered  mther  in  the  light  of  lotda*  rata  ihaii  taxefl^  once  the  hinds  of  the 
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eonnt^  on  all  occasions  of  extraordiuary  expense,  were 
ohiiged  to  appljr  for  fdnds  to  the  assembly  of  the 
states,  and  these  applications  were  called  **  petitions** 
(Bedea),  a  word  iu  itself  denoting  that  the  subsidy  was 
ad:ed  as  a  fevonn  not  claimed  as  a  right.  If  the 
•petition"  of  the  count  were  granted  by  the  states,  a 
certain  portion  of  the  sum  required  was  adjudged  to 
each  town,  and  to  the  open  country,  (which  in  this 
lespect  was  represented  by  the  deputies  of  the  nobility,) 
md  raised  by  an  assessment  on  houses  (Schildtal),  and 
a  lauJ-tax  (Mor^ental).  This  tax  wus  levied  in  the 
towns,  not  by  any  receiver  or  officer  on  the  part  of  the 
eoonty  but  by  the  senate,  which  was  answerable  for  the 
payment  of  the  quotas  that  the  towns  had  bound 
tiiemselYes  to  furnish :  the  custom  of  levying  the  taxes 
on  the  county  in  general,  was  first  introduced  under 
the  govern]  11  ont  of  the  house  of  Burgundy.  The 
inihiMrity  of  the  count,  however,  was  not  so  limited  as 
it  would  at  first  appear.  His  ordinary  revenues  were  so 
smploy  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  making  petitions 
to  the  states,  except  in  cases  of  unusual  expenditure; 
in  aril  lit  iou  to  extensive  private  domains,  and  the  profits 
of  relie&  and  of  the  fiefe  which  escheated  to  him  as 
lord*,  he  was  entitled  to  the  eleventh  part  of  the  pro- 
doca  of  the  laud  in  West  Friezland'';  and  he  had  more- 
ofver  the  right  of  levying  tolls  on  ships  passing  up  and 
down  the  rivers;  and  customs  u})ou  all  foreign  wares 
imported  into  the  country^  Besides  these  sources  of 
terenue,  he  reoelTed  considerable  sums  for  such  privi**' 

'  Orotiua,  Inlcydinfl^,  ike,  hook  il.,  tfeel.  43*         Idem,  deel.  45. 
'  Alpert.  de  Dtv.  Temp.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  20* 

iwnb  were  supposed  to  belong  to  the  lords,  and  they  weie  not  levied  on 
MuA  m  held  tlieir  landa  by  military  senice;  but  as  they  were  unlimited 
in  ajnooDt,  Slid  almost  every  article  of  raw  piodaoe  was  liable  to  thoiyiy 
th^  wm  the  csaaa  ot'  srievous  oppTea0i<m, 


Digitized 


88 


DIORBSSIOK  ON  TH£ 


leges  as  he  granted  to  tlie  towns^^;  \^iiicii  were  also 
accustomed  to  give  gratuities  whea  he  was  summoned 
to  the  court  of  the  emperor;  when  bis  son,  or  Inrother 
was  made  a  knight;  and  upon  the  marriage  of  himself, 
his  8on»  brother^  sister^  or  daughter^.  The  important 
rii^bt  also  possessed  by  the  to^vns  of  reject  in  u  any 
measure  proposed  in  tlie  states,  by  a  single  dissentient 
voice,  was  considerably  modified  in  practice,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  influence  which  the  couut  obtained  over 
them  by  granting  or  withholding  privileges  at  his  plear* 
sure.  He  likewise  exercised,  on  many  occasions,  tbe 
power  of  changing  tlie  goverumeuts  of  the  towns,  out 
of  the  due  course,  but  this  M  as  always  considered  as 

an  act  of  arbitrary  violence  on  his  |)art,  and  seldom 
Jiaiicd  to  excite  vehement  remonstrance,  as  well  from 
the  states,  as  from  the  town  which  suffered  it. 

Tims  tbe  constitutiun  uf  Holland  was,  as  we  may- 
gather  from  the  preceding  observations,  rather  aristo^ 
cratic  than  r(  ])ublican,  bein^  exempt  indeed  from  the 
sliglitest  leaven  of  democracy  in  any  oi  its  institutions. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  in  many  respects  essentiallj 
j)opular  in  its  sj>irit:  although  the  ^iovernment  of  the 
towns  was  lodged  in  the  bands  of  but  few  individuals, 
yet  as  they  were  generally  men  engaged  in  manufiu><- 
tures  nnd  commerce,  or  (in  later  limes)  gentry  closely 
connected  with  them,  their  wants,  interests,  and  preju*" 
dices  were  identified  with  those  of  the  people  whom 
they  governed;  while  tlie  short  duration  of  their 
authority  prevented  the  growth  of  any  exclusive  spirit 

'  Vdini  Hooro,  boek  bl.  1^?,  14.  Tlic  count  ackiiowle(lgt!.s  the 
receipt  of  six  hundred  new  Dort  guilders,  (a  coin  worth  at  that  tituc 
about  a  shilling  and  a  penny,)  for  exemption  from  toUs  at  Sparendaiii, 
Hensdeo,  and  Friecland,  and  engager  that  neither  the  count,  nor  any  one 
in  his  name,  should  commit  a  citizen  of  Hoom  to  prison.  W,  Pkoc.,  ad 
aan.  1S24, 

«  Boxhom,  Tbeat.  Urb,  HoU.|  p.  107. 
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imong^t  tLciD»  and  was  a  ebeck  upou  the  passin;?  of 
laws  detrimental  to  the  eommiinitj  at  Iarge»  since  they 
tfiemgelves  must  so  soon  in  the  character  of  private 
citizens  become  subject  to  tbeir  operation.  Special 
VB^nlations  also  were  adopted  in  every  town,  by  which 
no  two  members  of  the  government  euuld  be  Mithiu  a 
eertain  degree  of  relationship  to  each  other;  thus  pre* 
seating  the  whole  authority  from  bein^  absorbed  by 
Qoe  or  more  wealthy  and  powerful  families,  as  was  the 
ease  in  the  Italian  republics^  especially  those  of  Flo- 
rence and  Genoa.  The  guilds,  although  they  i)08scssed 
no  share  in  the  administration  of  afiairs,  yet  exercised 
considerable  influence  in  thb  towns^  from  their  numbers 
aiul  wealth;  the  membere  also  being  all  armed  and 
orgmiiized  for  the  public  defence,  were  equally  ready  to 
assemble  at  a  moment's  notice  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining tbe  reuioval  of  any  grievance,  or  the  redress  of 
any  injury  which  they  might  conceive  themselves,  or 
the  inhabitants  in  general,  to  have  sustained. 

The  fundamental  principles  of  the  government,  as 
leeogBised  by  the  best  authorities,  were  these : — that 
the  sovereign  shall  not  marrv  without  tlie  consent  of 
the  states;  that  the  public  otlices  of  the  county  shall, 
be  conferred  on  natives  only;  the  states  have  a  right 
to  assemble  when  and  where  they  judge  expedient, 
without  permission  from  the  count ;  it  is  not  lawful  for 
the  count  to  undertake  any  war,  whether  offensive  or 
defensive,  without  the  consent  of  the  states;  all  decrees 
and  edicts  sliall  be  published  in  the  Dutch  language; 
the  count  shall  neither  coin,  nor  change  the  value  of 
money,  without  the  advice  of  tlie  states;  he  shall  not 
alienate  any  pait  of  hi9  domiuions;  the  states  shall 
not  be  summoned  out  of  the  limits  of  the  connty;  the 
count  shall  demand   petitions''  of  the  states  in  pei'son, 
and  not  by  deputy,  nor  sliall  he  exact  payment  of  any 
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greater  sum  thau  is  grauted  hj  the  states;  no  jurisdic-n 
tioa  shall  be  exercised  except  hj  the  regular  magis- 

trates;  the  ancient  customs  and*  laws  of  the  state  are 
sacred,  and  if  the  count  make  any  decree  contmry  to 
them,  no  man  shall  be  bound  to  obey  itK  It  is  not 
meant  to  be  affirmed  that  these  iniuciples  were  alwavr^ 
adhered  to;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  frequently 
Tiolated;  and  under  the  powerful  princes  of  the  house 
of  Burgundy,  almost  \vholly  neglected;  but  the  Dutch 
constantly  looked  to  them  as  the  sheet^chor  of  their* 
political  existence,  and  seldom  failed  to  recur  to  and 
eulbrco  them  whenever  an  opportunity  offered  itself 
for  60  doing. 

I  hhall  conclude  this  digression,  in  which  I  trust  T 
have  not  sacrificed  perspicuity  to  brevity,  with  a  few 
f  remarks  on  the  military  force,  the  administration  of 
t  justice,  and  the  tenure  of  property  in  Holland. 

The  armies  of  Europe^  before  the  reign  of  diaries 
VII.  of  Prance,  who  first  introduced  the  custom  of' 
keeping  on  foot  a  regularly  disciplined  force,  were 
little  more  than  bands  of  pillaging  mercenaries  and 
disorderly  troojis  of  vassals;  nor  had  llolhmd  much 
advantage  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  regarded  ofiensiTe 
warfare.  The  towns  indeed,  on  receiving  their  charters, 
generally  engaged  to  supply  the  coimt  in  his  wais,  witii 
a  certain  number  of  men  at  arms,  or  vessels  of  war; 
but  these  burgher  troops  were  fkr  from  composing  a 
regular  and  disciplined  militia;  they  were,  on  the  con- 
trary, accustomed  to  march  separately,  the  citizens  of 
each  city  under  their  respective  banner,  heade<l  by 
their  own  officers,  and  distinguished  by  the  livery  of 
their  town;  and  during  the  whole,  of  the  campaign, 

^  Gxoot  Flakaat^  deeL  ui.,  VL  6, 13.  Groiiiu,  de  Aiiti<i.  Beip.  Bat, 
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they  ummlly  remained  in  sepante  eileampmente^.  In 

the  same  mauuer  the  barons  and  knights,  when  suiii- 
Boned  by  the  count  to  do  military  service,  attended 
Urn  at  tlie  liead  of  their  vttssals,  who  were  disinclmed 
to  obey  any  commands  but  theirs  J.    From  such  a  pro- 
niaeaoas  and  diaorgaaised  multitude,  it  is  evident  that 
neither  celerity,  st^diness,  nor  uniformity  of  action 
waa  to  be  expected;  they  were  obliged  to  serve  for  a 
limited  time  only,  during  which  they  were  entitled  to 
mdive  pay*";  if,  however,  the  war  were  undertaken 
whlioiit  the  oonaent  of  the  nobles  and    good  towns,  ^ 
the  service  was  merely  voluntary,  and  during  their  own 
jdeaaure.    In  case  of  invasion,  every  man  fit  to  bear 
anna,       bound  to  be  provided  with  them,  and  to  hold 
hmiself  in  readiness  to  defend  his  oountryl  The 
baroDS  and  knights  wore  annour,  and  served  on  horse- 
back, as  in  other  countries;  but  the  lesser  vassals,  the 
burgher  troops   and  the  vuluuteei^  comi)osed  the 
inftntey  of  theur  armies:  these  were  armed  with  long 
knives,  and  heavy  clubs  called  ••Staven*'  or  "Klup- 
pdi^"  having  sharp  iron  points  at  the  end"",  Danish 
urea,  pikes,  and  javelins'*.    In  battle  they  usually 
knelt  on  the  right  knee,  holding  a  shield  in  the  left 
hand*  whUe  with  the  right  they  threw  the  javelin,  or 
when  in  close  combat  used  the  swords   The  crosa- 
bow  waa  not  much  known  among  them  until  the  year 
1440F. 

Before  the  invention  of  gmipowder,  the  Dutch 

* 

1  Veto  Hoovik,  b(Mk  L,  b1. 64. 

I  Jdi».  i         CaiMD.  Bdg^  Hb.  xxxi,  cap.  6. 

k  Ifdii  Stoke,  boek  viU^  bk  126.  Grotius,  Tnlcy  Imofc,  Ikc^  hU  163. 

^  Ym  Loon,  Aloade  Begecringe  van  Hoi.,  bl,  327, 331«  . 

•  Hnydeoop.  op  Stoko^  ded.  iii,  bl.  82. 

•  Mat  Fkr^  p.  703.  He  dwcribes  the  Fwiilandew  m  peculiarly  akil- 

fd  faiUie  use  of  tbe  javelin.  ,   ,  .  o4 

•  Um,  p.  26a  »  Vrfiw  Uoocii>  boek  i.,  bl.  34. 
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employed  in  their  sieges  the  instruments  common 
during  the  middle  ages.  The  Blyde"  and  ""Hoestall " 
engines  for  throwing  stones,  resembling  the  ancient 
balista  aud  catapulta;  towers  built  with  stages,  "  Eyeii- 
hoogen,**  to  approach  the  walk^;  and  ^  katten/'  or  co- 
vered galleries,  uikU  i  which  the  besiegers  dug  mine^i*. 

In  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  Counts 
of  Holland  first  began  to  take  foreign  troops  into  their 
pay;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  couiity  was  ever 
infested  with  those  bands  of  pillagers,  which  under  the 
name  of  Free  Companies,  desolated  and  mined  France 
and  Italy  for  so  long  a  period. 

The  Dutch  never,  before  the  union  of  the  proTinceei, 
kept  any  iki\:i1  force  at  sea:  the  high-admiral  only 
having  the  command  of  a  few  small  and  half-armed 
gnardships.  On  the  breaking  out  of  a  maritime  war, 
it  was  cufetomarv  to  detain  a  sufficient  muuber  of  nier- 
chant  ships  (many  of  which  were  kept  by  their  owners 
in  a  condition  to  defend  themselves)  without  regard  to 
whether  they  were  freighted  or  empty,  or  whether 
belonging  to  natives  or  foreigners;  they  were  armed 
and  eqnip|)ed  by  tlie  count  or  his  stadtholder,  from 
stores  were  always  kept  in  readiness,  and  a  duo 

aud  sufiicient  sum  was  paid  to  the  proprietors  for  their 
iiso;  to  these  were  added  the  vessels  of  war  which  the 
towns  sometimes  engaged  to  furnish  instead  of  troops, 
and  those  which  they  contributed  voluntarily,  in  case 
they  had  any  i)articalar  interest  in  the  issue  of  the 
war». 


Holland  has,  from  the  earliest  times,  been  distiu* 
guished  by  the  sedulous  care  with  which  she  has  pro- 

4  Hitydeeop.  op.  Stolce,  deel.  tii.,  hi  281, 200, 912, 91.^ 
'  Dn  Cange^  Gloss  in  xeth,  Gatus. 

•  Guicc.  B^lg,  De9.,  torn.  1,  p.  77*  Grotius,  Annal.  Belg.,  lib.  i.,  p.  «. 
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vided  £or  the  personal  lil>erty  and  secnrity  of  her 
citizens;  not  that  it  is  meant  to  affirm,  that  in  this 
any  Diore  than  in  any  other  cuunny,  the  rightii  of  indi- 
Tiduals  were  not  often  violated  in  the  rage  of  civil 
tamnlt  and  disorder;  but  the  ili^i  priuciples  of  justice 
were  ucvcr  either  corrupted  or  undermined;  and  the 
Duteh  had  always  laws  and  institutions  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  weak  against  the  powerful,  which  thej 
might  iall  back  upon  when  calmness  and  reason 
reiumed.  The  administration  of  justice  in  the  towns 
was,  as  we  have  observed,  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
respective  magistrates ;  the  schout,  whose  office  it  was 
to  arrest  suspected  persons,  had  no  puvwr  to  do  so, 
unless  flagrante  delicto,"  without  the  consent  of  the 
buifomasters ;  he  was  then  bound  to  bring  the  accused^ 
within  three  days,  betore  the  "  viersehaar,"  or  tribunal 
of  the  sh^&^;  this  court  was  held  with  open  doors, 
and  liberty  allowed  for  all  persons  to  go  in  ami  out  at 
pleasure.  Thus  publicly  the  schout  brought  forward 
his  diarge  against  the  accused,  and  demanded  that 
puuishment  should  be  iutticted  ou  him.  The  accused 
was  allowed  the  benetit  of  any  advocate  he  might 
choose,  and  to  clear  himself  of  the  charge  by  such 
means  as  he  thought  best,  being  alwaj/^  coiifronkd  witJi 
the  witnestesf.  Neither  if  he  were  too  poor  to  pay  an 
advocate  was  he  left  unprotected  ;  pleaders  of  the  first 
ability  being  appointed  to  defend  such  persons,  w  ho 
performed  that  office  with  equal  zeal  and  integrity.  If 
the  crime  were  of  a  trifling  natiiie,  the  accused  was 
dismissed  upon  security  that  he  would  appear  when 

*  So  that  those  by  whose  authority  the  accused  was  anested,  were 

not  acciistoined  to  sit  in  jiiJgnicnt  on  him. 

t  This  admirable  regulation  coutn^ts  strongly  with  the  Usage  of  our 
own  country,  wliere,  in  trials  for  treaaoOy  the  accused  were  s^doni,  ©r 
uever^  confronted  with  the  witnesses. 
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called  u])on,  and  his  trial  was  postponed  nntil  the  more 
important  cases  were  disposed  of :  in  case  it  turned  out 
that  the  char^  weiB  made  without  foundation,  the 
schout  was  obliged  to  pay  the  expenses.    This  wise 
proYision  protected  the  citissens  against  vexatious  aeca- 
satioiis  on  the  part  of  the  count,  wliile  tlio  ])o\ver  of 
arrest  being  lodged  in  the  iiands  of  his  otticer»  was  not 
likely  to  be  used  on  frivolous  pretexts,  at  the  instigu- 
tion  either  of  the  municipal  authorities,  or  of  private 
enemies.   If  the  crime  proved  against  the  accused 
were  of  a  heinous  nature,  he  was  put  to  the  torture. 
Although  the  Netherlanders  were  not  sufficieutlj  iu 
advance  of  the  rest  of  Europe  to  abolish  this  barbarons 
and  fallacious  mode  of  asceiUuiiinu-  the  ^uilt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  accused,  yet  it  was  used  witli  the  utmost 
precaution.    Before  the  judges  could  order  its  »eeu- 
tion,  they  were  bound  to  ha\  e  tlie  consent  of  the  great 
council  of  the  town,  and  the  culprit  was  deprived  of 
his  burgessship:  the  presence  of  two  of  the  dierifl^ 
^vas  necessary  Mhen  the  sellout  inflicted  the  torture, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  stop  at  their  command.  The 
culprit  was  required  to  repeat  his  confession  the  next 
morning  in  some  public  place  of  the  city,  so  that 
neither  he,  nor  any  one  else^  might  afterwards  affirm 
that  it  liad  been  extorted  by  torture.    Being  brought 
again  before  the  magistrates,  sentence  was  pronounced 
against  him,  and  executed  under  the  inspection  of  the 
schout  within  twenty-four  hours.    Sepulture  was  de* 
nied  to  such  as  were  executed  for  capital  crimes,  unless 
a  particular  exception  were  made,  which  was  some- 
times purchased  for  a  sum  of  money.    Rather  less 
ceremony  was  observed  in  the  use  of  the  torture  upon 
foreigners  residing  in  the  state,  but  in  other  respects 
they  were  treated  as  natives^ 

•  Cuicc,  Belg.  Dc9.,  torn,  i.,  p.  195, 197. 
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Offences  in  the  open  country  were  tried  before  the 
coancU  of  Uollaad,  or  befcure  the  count's  hsUiff,  asdsted 
by  his  Ta^ls,  or  by  the  so-called  well-bom  men 
that  i%  such  as,  not  being  noble,  were  desceudecl  irom 
free  and  honooiable  ancestors,  had  the  right  of  bearinnf 
arms,  of  riding  with  one  spur,  and  were  scot  free". 
If  the  accused  were  a  vassal  belonging  to  the  domaui 
of  a  baron,  he  was  tried  by  a  court  composed  of  the 
lord  and  his  vassals;  but  in  case  the  lord  possessed 
only  the  low  jurisdiction,  and  the  crime  committed 
were  capital,  it  was  necessary  to  bring  liiui  before  the 
court  of  Uollimd.  There  is  no  evidence  (that  I  can 
discover)  of  imything  like  a  trial  by  jury. 

It  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  give  an  account  of 
the  several  punishments  awarded  to  offences,  as  they 
differed  in  different  places,  being  regulated  for  the 
luoi^  part  in  the  special  ciiarturs  of  tho  towns,  often 
by  prescriptive  customs,  and  sometimes  by  the  discre- 
tion oi  tlie  judge.  In  oases  of  homicide,  besides  the 
punishment  inflicted  by  the  state,  it  was  necessary  to 
make  an  atonement  and  reconciliation  (zoen)  with  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased ;  the  mode  of  effecting  which 
was  so  curious,  that  some  account  of  it  will  scarcely  be 
deemed  tedious.  When  a  person  suffered  douth  by 
the  act  of  another,  the  next  of  kin  of  the  deceased  was 
bound  immediately  to  make  his  complaint  before  the 
count's  btiiliif;  in  former  times,  in  presence  of  the 
dead  body,  but  from  the  year  1348,  when,  for  reasons 
which  will  appear  hereafter,  cases  of  homicide  became 
more  frequent,  so  that  it  was  often  found  impossible  to 
hear  them  within  a  requisitely  short  space  of  time^  it 
was  usual  to  cut  off  the  right  hand  of  the  coq)se,  and 
preserve  it  instead ;  and  subsequently,  the  cupidity  of 
the  oflScers  of  the  court  introduced  the  custom  of 

Grot.,  Jal.,  Sce^  b.  i.,  deel.  14. 


Digitized  by  Go6gIe 


06 


DIGRESSION  ON  THE 


giving  money  to  avoid  tills  ceremouy.     The  com- 
piainaut  must  then,  with  four  others  of  the  relations  of 
the  deceased,  to  be  chosen  by  those  of  the  accused,  or  by 
the  judge,  swear  four  times,  that  he  will  accuse  no  man 
unjustly.  After  this  he  made  his  akmn  wapenroep***) 
over  the  open  grave  prepared  for  the  deceased,  de- 
claring to  God  in  heaven,  to  the  count,  to  the  bailiff  of 
the  district,  and  to  all  good  people^  how,  where^  when, 
and  l)v  whom,  he  liad  been  \vilt\illy  liut  to  death,  aiul 
tliat  thereby,  the  peace  of  God  in  heaven,  the  ]>ea(*e  of 
the  Count  of  Holland,  and  the  peace  of  the  bailiff,  was 
broken,  and  praying  that  justice  might  be  done  for 
such  injury*   This  being  ended,  the  relations  of  the 
'  deceased,  to  the  third  degree,  were  at  liberty  to  seize 
the  delinquent;  and  itthey  blew  him,  were  bound  oulj 
to  pay  a  fine  of  four  farthings,  and  lay  the  weapon 
wherewith  he  was  slain  on  his  bodyf;  or  atonement 
might  be  made  before  the  burial  of  the  deceabed,  which 
was  likewise  done  over  the  open  grave,  between  the 
relations  to  tlic  tliird  on  l)ot]i  sides,  and  uiuk»i- 

the  mediation  of  competent  persons  chosen  in  the 
district.  The  delinquent  then  appearing,  sued  for 
jjunlon  oji  his  knees,  and  a  sum  of  money  was  paitl  \yy 
his  relations  to  those  of  the  deceased,  proportioned  to 
his  station  (the  life  of  a  noble  being  valued  more  highly 
than  tliat  of  a  i^erson  not  noble),  and  the  degree  of 
criminality  of  the  delinquent,  such  as  whether  the 
homicide  amounted  to  murder,  that  is,  were  committed 
in  secret,  by  lying  in  wait,  and  taking  the  victim 
unawares,  and  from  motives  of  malice,  hatred,  or 
anger;  or  whether  it  were  done  in  open  combat,  with 
lawful  or  unlawful,  equal  or  unequal  w  eajions  ^,  and 

•  Literally,  call  to  amis. 

t  If  this  liappened,  no  atonement  would  l>e  required. 

i  Tlius,  if  A  sudden  affray  occurred  between  two  burghen^  armed  for 
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wiiat  had  given  nse  to  the  quarrel.  Atonemeut  being 
thtf  made^  a  reconciliation  (zoen)  followed,  the  parties 
joining  hands,  and  swearing  to  keep  the  peace  towards 
mk  other  so  long  as  the  wind  blew,  and  the  cock 
mwf  and  he  who  violated  this  peace,  incurred  the 
lose  of  his  right  band.  In  the  year  14G0,  however, 
time  relations  of  the  delinquent  who  could  prove 
tboDselTes  to  have  had  no  share  in,  or  knowledge  of, 
the  homicide,  were  exempt  fioui  the  payment  of  the 
atoD^nentw  Maiming  was  estimated  at  one-third  in 
prapntion  to  homicide,  and  atonement  was  made  for 
k^r  wounds,  without  an  alarm,  by  payments  in  pro- 
portion to  their  severity.  A  person  goilty  of  homicide 
WW  bound,  moreover,  to  make  compensation  (vergoe- 
dnig*)  by  way  of  annuity,  to  the  widow,  children,  or 
sodi  kindred  of  the  deceased  as  were  accustomed  to  be 
supported  by  his  labour  or  bounty.  The  degree  of 
goilt  of  the  offender,  though  it  made  a  difference  in 
the  punishment  and  the  atonement,  made  none  in  the 
compensation ;  to  which  the  physician  who  occasioned 
tbe  death  of  a  patient  through  ignorance,  the  driver  of 
n  carriage,  or  the  captain  of  a  vessel,  who,  by  his 
iitgligence  or  want  of  skill,  sacrificed  the  lives  of 
those  entrusted  to  his  care,  were  equally  liable.  If 
tbe  coont  pardoned  the  offender,  the  wife  and  children 
were  at  liberty  to  insist  ujion  his  making  a  humble 
confession  of  his  guilt,  that  he  should  give  place  to 
them  wherever  they  met,  and  bestow  a  donation  on 
the  poor.  In  eases  of  purely  accidental,  or  that  which 
amongst  ourselves  comes  under  the  denomination  of 

the  prioniiaiicc  of  tlieir  military  duties,  nnd  one  of  thcni  were  slain, 
the  degree  of  cTimmality  of  the  blazer  would  bo  reckoned  coiuparatively 
kas. 

*  The  "weregild"  of  our  Saxon  ancestors  seems  to  have  conipre- 
lituied  l>oth  the  atonement  and  the  coiapeusatioii. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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justifiable^  homicide^  neither  eompensation  nor  atone- 
ment were  required  v. 


The  law  of  inheritance  was  not,  before  the  end  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  uniform  throughout  the  coimty  of 
Holland.  In  North  Holland*,  the  aneient  law  of 
Friezliuui,  termed  '  Aasdoms-rcgtj"  prevailed;  by 
which  the  maxim  was  held*  that  the  nearest  blood 
takes  the  good  t;*'  ^th  the  modifieationt  howevmv 
that  "  pru])erty  does  not  easily  ascend  J;"  otherwise  it 
was  so  strictly  interpreted*  that  on  Uie  death  of  an 
intestate,  his  living  children  inherited  his  estate,  as  a 
degree  nearer  to  h^v^  in  blood,  to  the  exclusion  of  tlie 
children  of  a  son  who  may  have  died  before  him ;  but 
if  no  children  were  left,  then  the  grandchildren  came 
iU|  before  the  parents,  who  stood  next  in  sueeessioii  |J  ; 
then  followed  the  brothers  and  sisters,  without  regard 
to  whether  they  were  of  tlie  whole  or  half  blood ;  ami 
in  this  case,  the  children  of  one  deceased,  stood  in  the 
place  of  their  parent.  In  default  of  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  their  desceiulunts,  the  uncles  and  aunts 
of  the  intestate  inherited,  whether  by  the  father's  or 
mother's  side,  regard  being  had  to  proximity  alone, 
mid  so  on  through  all  the  degrees  of  kintked. 

In  Zealand  and  South  Holland,  the  rule  of  sue- 
cession  termed  the  ^  Schependom Vregt,'*  and  supposed 
to  be  derived  from  the  old  law  of  the  Franks,  held^ 

*  Grot.,  Inl^  &c.,  b.  iii.,  deel.  02,  33. 

•  Likewise  Friezland,  Utrecht,  the  Veluwo,  and  Ziitphen. 
t  From  "Azing,"  an  old  Friezland  won!,  signifying  judge,  or  presi* 
dent  of  ft  court  of  the  so-called  "  well-born  men."   Vid.  p.  138. 

t  **  Ilct  naeste  bleed  beurt  liet  goet." 
J  "  Ilet  goet  en  klimt  niet  gaem.** 

II  Thus,  if  a  man  inherited  an  estate  from  his  father,  and  died  without 
iasno  before  his  mother,  the  estate  fell  to  her. 
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tiiat  ^pfoperty  most  go  back  from  whence  it  came;** 

not  ai>]>lying,  however,  to  cliildreii  and  their  descend- 
mtA  who  inherited  fi»t»  representative  succesBion  being 
adsiitted;  in  defisralt  of  direct  descendants  the  parents 
succeeded  in  case  both  were  aUve;  but  if  one  were 
dead»  the  estate  did  not  go  to  the  sunrivor,  because  it 
eonld  not  be  supposed  to  haye  come  from  tiience,  but 
to  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  parent.  Brothers  and 
flistera  of  the  haif-blood,  were  entitled  to  a  moiety  only 
of  the  share  of  those  of  the  whole;  unless  in  case  one 
parent  sur?iYed,  when  tht  Ijrothers  and.  sisters  of  tlie 
whole  Mood  by  the  side  of  the  deceased  parent,  and  the 
iialf  by  the  side  of  tlie  survivor,  took  au  entire  share ^. 

The  inheritance  of  real  and  personal  property  under 
tbeee  laws,  followed  the  usual  rale  with  respect  to 
places  where  customs  differ.    Thus,  if  a  man  whose 
land  was  situated  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  the 
*'Sc!iependoms-vegt**  prevailed,  happened  to  die  intes- 
tate in  a  place  subject  to  the  "  Aasdoms-regt,"  the 
SQceession  to  his  real  estate  followed  the  former  rule, 
while  the  distribution  of  his  personal  property  was 
guided  by  the  latter,  and  vice  ve)*sd\    In  1580,  the 
states  ]nromnlgated  a  new  law  of  inheritance,  amalga« 
matin**  in  some  degree  both  these  customs,  which  was 
pretty  generally  adoi)ted.    Parents  could  not  by  will 
pass  OTor  or  disinherit  their  children,  or  leave  more 
than  two-thirds  of  their  property  awjiy  from  them,  nor 
jDore  than  the  half  if  their  number  exceeded  four, 
imless  in  consequence  of  certain  specified  offences 
committed  by  the  latter  against  their  [>arents.  Pro- 
perty, both  real  and  personal,  except  lands  held  by 
feudal  tenure,  was  equally  divided  amongst  all  the 
chiidrenr. 

*  Qrothu^  Inieydiiige,  &c.,  b.  ii.,  deel.  28.   *      «  Idem,  dei^l.  20. 

f  Idem,  duel.  10. 
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A  considerable  portion  of  the  land  in  Holland  was 
held  by  feudal  tenure,  fie6  being  of  two  kinds;  such 

as  were  held  immediately  of  the  count,  termed  fiefe 
proper;  and  arrier-fiefs,  or  those  held  under  his  vassak^ 
since  no  man  who  was  not  himself  a  vassal  of  the 
county  could  be  lord  of  a  fief  in  the  county.  These 
were  again  divided  into  perfect  and  imperfect^  or  noble 
and  base  fiefs;  of  ^vhicll  the  latter  reverted  to  the  lord 
on  failure  of  direct  male  heirs,  unl^  the  succession  of 
females  in  the  right  line  were  expressly  provided  for  in 
the  original  grant.  These  fiefs  did  not  admit  of  repre- 
sentative succession;  but  descended  to  a  younger  son 
surviving  his  parent^  in  preference  to  the  childreti  of 
an  elder,  who  had  died  before  him.  The  perfect,  or 
noble  fief,  did  not  revert  to  the  lord,  so  long  as  any 
kindred  remained  of  the  feoflfee,  of  either  sex,  direct 
or  collateral,  and  whether  by  the  mule  or  female  (sword 
or  spindle)  side  to  the  tenth  degree^  males  bdng  pre- 
ferred before  females,  and  the  elder  to  the  younger; 
thus,  on  failure  of  issue,  aud  of  brothers  and  sistens, 
the  estate  would  devolve  on  the  son  of  a  sister,  in  pre* 
ferenee  to  the  daughters -of  the  brothers,  and  in  default 
of  males  to  the  eldest  female,  whether  she  were  the 
daughter  of  a  sister,  or  a  brother;  in  like  manner,  on 
failure  of  nearer  kin,  the  estate  of  the  feofibe  wonkl 
devolve  to  the  eldest  male,  aud  iu  default  of  males,  to 
the  eldest  female  of  the  cousins-german,  without  regard 
to  whether  they  were  of  the  father  s  or  mother  s  side. 
Of  the  latter  kind,  were  thoso  fiefs  which  the  possessors 
of  iree  (or  allodial)  estates  had  created,  by  surrendering 
tlieir  lands  into  the  hands  of  the  count,  or  s  )nie  power- 
ful noble,  to  be  received  of  him  again  in  fee,  in  order 
to  become  thereby  entitled  to  his  protection*;  many 

•  CKiiecUfdiiii,  Dm.  B«lg^  torn,  ii.,  p.  158.  Giotius,  Inleydinge, 
b.  U.,  deeL  41. 
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wre  so  created  during  the  troubled  times  wlucU  will 
befcaftOT  oome  under  our  notice. 

All  fieft  in  the  county  were  held  by  liege,  none  by 
ample  homage^  which  was  customary  chiefly  among 
flOTereign  princes  to  each  other.  The  obligation  on  the 
pirt  of  the  lord  towards  his  vassal  was  jirotcction  and 
defence  (schut  ende  ficherm);  on  that  of  the  vassal^ 
homage  and  allegiance^  whereby  he  bound  himself  to 
be  faithful  to  his  lord;  to  follow  his  standard  in  war*; 
to  seek  his  advantage ;  to  counsel  him  to  the  best  of 
his  ability;  to  aid  and  assist  him;  and  to  reveal  to  him 
anything  that  came  to  his  knowledge  likely  to  do  him 
an  injury.  Besides  homage^  a  relief  irias  due  from  the 
vassal  to  the  lord  upon  taking  possession  of  a  fief,  the 
amount  of  which  was  generally  speeihed  in  the  grants 
and  often  consisted  of  nothing  more  than  a  fidcon, 
greyhound,  spurs,  or  such  like  acknowledgment,  which 
was  sometimes  commuted  for  money.  If  no  relief 
were  specified)  the  amount  'was  fixed  at  ten  carolus 
sniilders  for  a  hwisc  or  middling;  fief,  and  one  years 
iruits  for  a  small  fief.  The  large  fiefs  were  such  as 
eomprised  the  high  or  low  jurisdiction,  or  were  valued 
at  an  annual  income  of  three  hundred  guilders  (about 
thirty  pounds);  those  which  produced  less  than  three 
hundred,  and  more  than  teii  guilders,  were  reckoned  as 
middling,  and  such  as  were  under  ten,  were  called 

*  Socb  coljrai  hM  Hbtii  Mb  by  miUtsry  tennre  mre  properly  bonnd 
Id  ilib  coDditaon;  a&d  thera  ie  liiUe  doubt  that  in  fmlgii  wan  the 
attendance  of  the  Taaeals  on  the  lord  was  confined  to  them;  bnt  in  the 
Irfvile  wan  of  the  noblei^  the  obligation  to  aid  and  aaalBt  comprieed 
willila  itoalf  the  taldqg  np  anna  in  delenoe  of  the  lord,  and  it  appean 
that  aU  the  tenanta  on  hia  eetnte,  let  the  natan.of  their  tenure  be  what 
it  mighty  were  accustomed  to  i)crform  this  sen  ice  when  called  upon; 
Indeed  it  is  scarcely  to  be  imiigiiied  that  they  would  ezpoee  themaelTca 
to  the  effects  of  his  anger  by  refusing.  Ann.  Eg.,  cap.  84,  et  passim. 
The  kfld  of  ^gmmid  here  obligee  all  hia  Tillani"  to  lay  ai^  to  the 
abbey. 
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small  fieft;  of  tbese,  the  latter  were  generally  held  by 
what  we  term  soccage  tenure,  that  is,  the  payment  of  a 
yearly  rentK   Homage  was  to  be  rendered  by  the  heir, 

vithiu  a  vcar  and  six  weeks  from  the  time  the  fief  had 
devolved  to  him;  after  which  he  was  permitted  to 
enjoy  it  only  upon  payment  of  a  douUe  relief*  Minors 
were  to  do  hoiDa^e  by  their  o^uardians;  but  were  equally 
liable  to  the  payment  of  a  double  relief  in  case  of 
neglect.  On  the  death  of  the  lord,  his  vassals  were 
bouml  to  do  homage  to  his  successor;  but  were  not 
required  to  pay  a  firesh  relief  ^  I  find  nowhere  any 
mention  of  wardship  (the  custody  of  the  lands  of  a 
"vassal  during  his  minority),  or  marriage  (the  power  of 
disposing  of  a  female  vassal  in  marriage),  as  rights 
claimed  by  the  lord,  nor  any  trace  of  their  existence. 

Fowling,  and  hshing  in  the  rivers  and  inland  waters 
(excqit  with  a  rod  and  line,  which  was  open  to  all), 
appertained  solely  to  the  count,  or  to  such  persons  as 
he  might  grant  permission;  eveiy  one  of  noble  birth 
was  at  liberty  to  take  hares  and  rabbits  on  his  estate; 
but  it  was  penal  for  any  person  of  lower  degree  to 
destroy  them,  even  upon  his  own  land,  whatever  devas- 
tation they  might  commit.  The  chase  of  the  larger 
animals  was  reserved  for  the  count,  except  that  each 
baron  (viyheer)  was  allowed  to  hunt  one  hart  in  the 
year*. 

1^  iefs  might  be  lost  by  the  tenant,  either  through 
escheat  or  forfeiture.  Escheatment  of  a  fief  occurred 
through  failure  of  heirs,  which  in  imperfect  fiefs  not 
unfrequentiy  happened,  especially  during  seasons  of 
war  or  civil  commotions;  and  in  this  case,  the  earlier 
counts  were  accustomed  to  grant  the  fief  to  the  nearest, 
collateral  heir,  upon  payment  of  a  reasonable  sum; 

*  Grot.  Inlcyd.,  b.  ii.,  deel.  41.  ^  Idem,  d«eL  43« 

«  Idem,  b.  i.,  deeL  SI;  b,  ii.,  deeL  1. 
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hrfeitme  entoed  as  a  consequence  of  the  infidelity  of 

the  vassal,  or.of  an  injury  or  oiience  committed  by  him 
igunst  his  lotd;  in  the  fimner  ease*  the  lord  might 
enter  at  oner  upon  the  fief,  by  virtue  of  his  riglit  of 
domiiiiou;  but  iu  the  iatter»  he  was  obliged  to  abide 
the  issue  of  an  action  at  law*  If  a  lord,  by  the  judg* 
ment  of  a  court  compoBed  of  his  vassals,  were  found 
gnUty  of  n^eeting  the  protection  or  defence  of  any 
one  of  them,  he  forfdted  his  right  to  the  allegiance  of 
that  vassaiy  whose  estate  became  thenceforth  frees  or 
allodial;  or  a  lord  might  Tolontarily  relinquish  his 
right i>  over  his  vassal,  when  the  effect  on  tho  estate  of 
the  latter  was  the  same;  but  the  lord  of  a  iief  which 
had  become  so  by  the  voluntary  snrmder  of  the  pro* 
prietor,  eouid  not  transfer  his  rights  to  anyone  inferior 
to  himaelf  in  station  or  power^.  The  lord  could  not 
withhold  his  consent  to  the  transfer  of  a  perfect  fief, 
whether  by  gift,  exchange,  or  sale;  but  the  Count  of 
Holland,  by  paying  the  price  agreed  upon  between  the 
vendor  and  purchaser,  within  a  year  and  a  day  of  the 
oondusion  of  the  baigain,  might  stand  in  the  place  of 
the  bitter.  Whether  the  lords  of  arrier-fiefii  possessed 
iliis  right  appears  doubtfxi!.  In  the  transfer  of  imper- 
feet  fiefe^  the  consent  of  the  lord  was  not  churned  as  a 
right,  but  asked  as  a  favour,  or  purchased  for  a  consi- 
derations 

It  seems  probable,  that  a  species  of  copyhold  estates 

were  often  created  by  those  proprietors  of  allodial 
landsi  who,  not  being  themselves  vassals  of  the  count, 
were  not  competent  to  grant  fieft.   The  word  copyhold 

{ErfhuuTf  or  hereditary  leas^)  is  used,  because  the 
tenure  resembles  that  so  termed  in  this  country,  such 

as  it  became  in  course  of  time,  more  than  any  other; 
though  dilibrent  in  its  origin,  since  it  was  never  sup- 

*  Grot,  luleyd,,  &c.,  b.  ii.,  tied.  42.         •  Idem,  dad, 
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posed  to  be  held  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  Jbat  when  not 

perpetual,  (Bimilar  to  our  customary  freehold,)  held 
either  for  a  term  of  years,  or  restricted  to  certain  heixB 
of  the  first  possessor;  in  the  latter  casei»  custom  pro^ 
Tided,  as  amongst  us,  that  the  estate  being  demanded, 
and  the  services  of  the  copyhold  perfonued»  the  lord 
could  not  refuse  to  admit  the  next  heir  of  the  tenant 
oil  his  cleatli.  The  succession  to  a  copyhold  estate 
extended  to  all  the  heirs  of  the  tenant^  female  as  well 
as  male,  and  even  to  illegitimate  children  through  the 
mother.  It  differed  from  that  to  a  perfect  fief  in  the 
latter  particular^  and  also  inasmuch  as  it  was  in  its 
nature  divisible,  (though  the  lord  was  not  bound  to 
recogni^  the  division,  but  might  require  the  services  of 
the  copyhold  from  whichever  tenant  he  pleased*) 
whereas  the  fief  coukl  not  be  divided,  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  lord,  when  the  same  relief  was  due  finr 
each  part,  as  for  the  whole. 

A  copyhold  might  be  forfeited  by  the  tenaut, 
through  omitting  to  pay  the  lord's  rent  for  three  jeam 
successiyely,  or  neglecting  to  perform  the  requisite 
services;  but  the  lord  could  not,  in  such  cases,  enter 
upon  the  lands  of  his  tenant,  except  by  virtue  of  a 
decision  of  a  court  of  law;  and  if  he  failed  to  make 
his  claim  during  the  third  part  of  a  century,  the  estate 
of  the  tenant  became  a  freehold'. 

Lands  were  likewise  held  by  yearly  tenancy,  and 
the  holders  of  these,  as  well  as  copyholds,  were  classed 
under  the  denomination  of  Tllleins*;  but  it  is  diflbmlt 
to  deteruiiue  what  services  were  exacted  from  these 
villeins,  or  whether  they  were  precisely  defined.  In 

'  Grot.  Inleyd.,  b.  ii^  deeL  40, 41. 

•  **Villiini;"  not  exactly  in  the  sense  we  use  tlie  tcnn,  but  as  the 
iuhabitautb  of    vilLj^"  hnn  or  country  houaes.   Aiui.  ca^,  84. 
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t&e  nimider  of  the  lord^ip  of  some  copyhold  land8» 
bj  the  fthbey  of  E^ond  to  the  lord  of  Egmoiul,  are 
mentioned:  the  duty-fish  (hofvisch),  or  the  choice  of 
one  <mt  of  every  boat  load  of  fish  landed  ftom  the  sea ; 
tie  null-due  (molenrecht),  that  is,  a  portion  of  every 
sack  of  wheat  carried  to  the  mill  to  be  ground  (it 
beiog  Qnlawfal  dther  to  erect  or  remove  a  mill  without 
permission  of  the  lord);  fin<l  tlie  carriacfe  due  (waagen- 
xecbt),  or  the  light  of  using  the  carts  and  horses 
betooging  to  the  tenants  at  pleasure.  Upon  these 
lands,  besides  a  yearly  rent,  paymeirts  were  due  of 
"al^er,  pepper,  capons,  sheep,  platters,  and  such  like 
tilings,''  probably  in  the  nature  of  heriots.  Yearly 
tenants,  besides  the  annual  rent  and  other  "  expences, 
oietions,  and  contributions,^  appear  to  have  been 
botnid  to  keep  the  dikes,  sluices,  and  dams  on  the 
estate  in  repair?. 

It  seems  doubtful  whether  any  portion  of  the  inha« 
Wtants  of  Holland  were  in  a  state  of  actual  servitude 
or  bondage.  Grotius  speaks  of  them  as  at  all  times 
divided  into  the  three  classes  of  nobles,  well-born  men, 
luul  common  people  (gemeene  luyden),  without  any 
mention  of  serfs  as  having  ever  existed.  In  ancient 
tiiiies,  however,  the  distinction  between  a  noble  and  a 
pcTson  not  noble,  was  very  considerable;  the  life  of 
the  former  was  valued  at  a  higher  price  than  that  of 
Ae  latter,  in  making  atonement  for  a  homicide;  the 
nobles  alone  were  eligible  to  the  supreme  court,  or 
conndl  of  state,  and  were  exempt  from  the  public 
tixes;  and  there  were  some  cases  in  which  one  not 
noble  could  not  give  eitiier  information  or  evidence 
Hgainst  a  noble^  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  tenants  on  the  estates  of  tlic  nobility  was 
veiy  hs  inferior  in  security  and  happiness  to  that 

f  AiiQalea  £f[miuid.,  cap.  73«      ^  Grot.  luleyd.,  Sic,  b.  i.|  de«l.  14. 
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enjoyed  by  the  iiihabitaiits  of  tlic  towns,  particularly 
where  the  lord  exercised  jurisdiction  iu  bis  domain; 
Binoe  it  must  have  been  next  to  impossible  for  the 
inferior  vassals  and  villeins  to  obtain  redress  of  any 
wreng  or  injury  lie  might  commit  against  them,  wkea 
the  tribunal  in  which  they  must  seek  it»  was  a  court 
composed  of  the  vassals  tbemstlves*.  Nevertheless, 
the  ciicumstancea  of  their  being  always  prepared  with 
arms  for  the  eommon  defence,  (whidi  they  were  Bpt  to 
use  in  their  own  when  occasion  required,)  and  the 
focility  with  which  they  might  remove  to  the  towns, 
where  they  woubl  be  sure  to  find  employment,  shelter, 
and  protection,  would  be  likely  to  prove  a  powerful 
dieck  upon  the  eommission  of  any  acta  of  gross 
tyranny  or  oppression. 

•  An  appeal  in  lecK  in  all  civil  cases,  lay  to  the  siqtrt  ine  court  of 
Holland;  but  this,  fVom  tlic  diiticulfy  and  cxpenso  atton  l  int  unit,  could, 
be  but  very  rarely  resorted  toy  particularly  ia  ike  earlier  times. 
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CHAPTER  III. 
fktmee  F.  Minority^  G^vermnmi  if  Fhrme$,  kU  Unele*  Chat" 

Fkrmc$  ilk  Wdw.  Otko  if  GudimrUmdf  B^fmu.  B$9aU  ff 
ike  KtmmtrUmdtr*,    Ftormee  aftwiMv  the  Chtemmmt,  Hit 

Marriage.  War  tcith  Wett  Friezland.  AUiance  icith  Ewfland. 
Suhjup'ttlm  of  West  Friezland.  Retolt  of  the  Zmiand  NoUftt^ 
ami  WfTr  wUk  Fiander^:.  Pnnjiratlon.  Prektisiona  to  t/ts 
ScoUMMh  Crown,  Rupture  of  t/te  Frimdtkip  Utween  Ilollmul 
mid  England.  TrMy  teith  Frmic$»  Catupiracy  of  the  Noblet. 
Deaih  and  ChameUr  of  Florence.  Minority  of  John  /•  8UkU 
of  BMmd,  Dmded  E^yency,  John  of  Awnneo*  War  with 
U^hne^  and  Wort  Friezland.  AndFlandero.  Betum  of  Count 
Jokm  from  Bngkmd,  Departuro  of  John  if  Avenner.  Woifinrd 
ran  Bormku  made  Governor,  Finally  subdues  t/te  Wett  FrieZ" 
landers.  Peace  tc  'Uh  Utr&:ht.  Amhition  and Infltience  of  Borse- 
Un.  Di^juifc  with  Dordrecht.  Death  of  Bortfelen  and  of  tJte 
Bailiff  of  iSouth  Hollmid,  Jleturn  of  John  of  Avenues.  Death 
of  the  CamU,   Comnty  tranoferrod  to  tke  Family  of  ffainanli, 

Flosencb  was  bom  during  the  time  that  the  em-  i2j6 
|ieror,  his  lather,  was  besieging  Charles  of  Aiyou  in 
Valeneiennes^  and  was  oonfiequently  scarcely  two  years 
(Id  at  the  time  of  his  death;  he  was, nevertheless,  im- 
mediately acknowledged  by  the  nobles,  and  the  govem- 
mait  of  the  county,  during  his  minority,  was  confided  to- 
hk  uucle  Florence,  who  had  gained  considerable  reputa- 
tion in  the  war  with  Margaret  of  Flanders.  Equally 
iiMiiiied  with  his  brother  to  favour  the  increase  and 
advancement  of  the  towns,  the  govenior  granted  char- 
tan  of  privileges  to  nearly  all  those  of  Zealand  which 
did  not  yet  enjoy  them^  He  likewise  concluded  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  Flanders,  begun  in  the  last  year: 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Counts  of  Holland  should  con- 

•  Mdk  Stoke»  boek  iu^  bl,  IKK  ScbiyYe^s  GiWTeti,  I  deeL,  bL  607. 
^  IMs  Stoker  bode  lY^  bU  ISl. 
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tinue  to  hold  tlie  five  islands  as  a  fief  of  Flanders;  that 
the  Count  of  Flanders  should  receive  ten  thousand 
pounds  (Flemish)  from  Holland;  and  that  either  Flo- 
rence, or  the  young  count,  when  he  came  of  a,{;[e»  should 
marry  Beatrice,  danghter  of  Guy  of  Dampiene:  Guy, 
and  bis  brother  John,  were  released  from  their  impiiaon* 
nient  i][)on  payment  of  heavy  ransoms*^.  The  county 
did  not  long  enjoy  the  pacific  govemmeat  of  Florence 
tlie  Elder,  since  he  was  killed  in  a  tournament  at  Ant- 
J258  ^^•f'rp,  little  more  than  two  years  after  his  accession<J. 
Upon  his  death,  Adelaide,  countess-dowager  of  Hainaiilt, 

the  widow  of  Joliu  of  Avenues,  assumed  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  young  count,  and  the  administration  of 
affairs,  under  the  title  of  Cfoyemess  of  Holland;  but 
the  nobles,  disdaining  to  submit  to  female  rule,  invited 
Otho  of  Guelderland,  cousin  of  Adelaide,  to  undertake 
the  government  of  the  county,  until  Count  Florence 
should  attain  his  majority;  the  j)er8on  of  the  in&nt 
prince  still  remaining,  nevertheless,  under  the  care  of 
his  aunt^ 

During  the  administration  of  Otlio,  a  dangerous 
revolt  broke  out  among  the  people  of  Kemmerlaod, 
vho,  uniting  with  those  of  Friezland  and  Waterland, 
declared  their  determination  to  expel  all  the  nobles 
'from  the  country,  and  raze  their  castles  to  the  ground. 
They  first  took  possession  of  Amsterdam,  the  lord  of 
which,  Gilbert  van  Amstel,  either  unable  to  make 
resistance  against  the  insurgents,  or  desirous  of  em-* 
ploying  them  to  avenge  a  private  quarrel  he  had  with 
the  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  consented  to  become  their 
leader,  and  immediately  conducted  them  to  the  siege 
of  that  city. 

Perceiving  the  multitude  approach,  the  citizens  ran 

<  Meyer,  Ann.  Fland.,  UK  ix^  ad  Sim.  12S6;  p.  78. 

*  Melis  Stok^  book  ir^  bL  184.  •  Id«iii,  hi  188—101. 
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to  arms,  and  hastily  mauncd  the  walls  edcI  bulwarks  of 
tbe  town.  A  parley  ensued,  vhen  one  of  the  Kem- 
meflflnders  Tdhemently  exhorted  the  besieged  to  banish 
all  the  nobles  from  Utrecht,  and  divide  their  wealth 
among  the  poor.  Fired  hj  his  oration,  the  people 
quitted  the  walls,  seized  upon  tbe  magistrate?,  whom 
tbey  forped  to  resigu  their  oifices,  drove  them»  with 
all  the  nobles»  out  of  tbe  town,  and  admitting  the 
besiegers  within  the  gates,  made  a  league  of  eternal 
amitj  with  them.  After  remaining  a  short  time  at 
Utieefat,  the  insurgents  returned  to  Kemmerland,  and 
laid  siege  to  Haarlem,  which  was  gallantly  deiended 
by  the  nobles  and  buigessesi  until  John  Persyn,  a 
ioldier  of  the  garrison,  leaving  the  town  in  disguise, 
^et  fire  to  several  houses  and  villages  belonging  to  the 
betriegers.  The  Kemmerlanders  then,  seeing  the  con« 
fla^mtioa  behind  them,  hastily  retreated,  and  being 
I'ursued  by  the  men  of  Jrlaarlem»  a  considerable  num- 
ber were  slain»  and  tlie  remainder  dispersed.  Utrecht 
shortly  after  submitted  to  the  autiiurity  of  the  bishop. 
The  cause  of  this  insurrection  appears  to  have  been, 
tbe  extortion  practised  upon  tbe  people  by  the  nobles, 
most  of  whom,  as  we  have  observed,  exercised  the 
right  of  levying  taxes  in  their  own  domains^ 

On  tlio  death  of  the  Count  of  Guelderland,  Flo- 1 371 
rence,  beiug  then  seventeen,  took  the  conduct  of  affairs 
into  bis  own  hands,  and  about  tbe  same  time  completed 
his  mai'riage  with  Beatrice  of  Flaiulers,  as  agreed  upon 
by  the  treaty  of  1256^^.  Jb)arly  in  the  next  year  he 
msde  preparations  for  an  expedition  into  West  Friez* 
land,  for  the  purjvose  of  avenging  his  father's  death. 
He  carried  on  the  war  for  five  years,  with  various 
success,  and  leaving  his  subjects  in  that  province  still 

'  Bcka  in  Jolmii.,  p.  02,  9.% 

•  Mda  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  Id3»  194. 
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1277  unsubdued,  repaired  in  1277  to  Bois  le  Due,  where  lie 
received  knighthood  from  John,  duke  of  Brabant  Ou 
his  return  to  Holland,  he  banished,  for  some  unknown 
cause  of  olfenee,  his  aunt  Adelaide^  and  all  her  chil- 
dren,  from  his  dominions^. 

After  a  few  years  of  repose,  Florenee,  still  intent 

3282  on  avenging  the  death  of  his  father,  again  sailed  to 
West  Fxiesland,  accompanied  by  a  large  fleet  of  ships* 
and  ellected  a  landing  at  Wydenesse :  the  Fri^^- 
lauders^  on  the  tidings  of  his  approach,  assembled  in 
great  numbers  near  the  Tillage  of  Schellinghout,  where 
they  were  attacked  by  the  Holland  troops,  and  after  a 
desperate  battle,  totally  defeated;  twelve  hundred 
remained  dead  on  the  field ;  the  rest  were  put  to  flight, 
and  mail)  more  killed  in  the  pursuit.  Florence,  with 
his  army,  followed  tliem  as  far  as  Hoogtwoude,  which 
was  plundered  and  burnt.  Here  an  aged  man  among 
the  pribuners,  upon  a  promise  that  his  life  should  be 
spared,  discovered  to  him  the  spot  where  the  body  of 
his  father  had  been  buried.  No  sooner  had  he  ol>- 
tained  this  long-wished-for  treaMiro,  tlian  he  left  Friez- 
land,  carrying  the  corpse  to  Middleburgh,  where  he 
caused  it  to  be  interred  with  royal  magnificence*. 
Upon  this  occasion,  lie  despatched  a  letter  cou* 
taining  an  account  of  his  victory  over  his  ^mortal 
enoinies,"  to  Edward  I.,  king  of  England,  with  whom 
he  was  at  this  time  upon  terms  of  the  closest  alliance  K 
The  trade  carried  on  by  the  Hollanders  with  Eng- 
land was  now  become  highly  valuable  to  botli  nations ; 
the  former  giving  a  high  price  for  the  English  wools 
for  their  cloth  manufactures,  while  they  procured 

*  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  195—204. 

t  Beka  in  Johan.,  p.  94.  MelU  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  21 1—21^. 

^  Rym.  Foed.,  torn.  It.,  p.  223. 
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fkenod  (diiefly,  peibaps  from  Corniwall)  tiheir  sUTer  for 

the  purpose  of  coinage*.  A  quarrel  between  the 
mmbmts  of  the  two  coimtriefli  some  jem  befoie  this 
tee,  hid  been  followed  by  numerous  acts  of  piracy  m 

tlie  part  of  the  Zealanders,  in  consequence  of  which, 
£toard,  in  the  year  127&,  ordeied  that  ail  Zealand  ships 
w»ing  into  the  ports  of  England  should  be  ai  rested. 
Florence  unwilling  to  lose  a  commerce  so  advantageous 
ts  Us  subjects,  granted  shortly  after  a  safe  conduct  to 
all  English  merchants  trading  to  his  states ;  but  four 
jears  elapsed  before  he  was  able  to  obtain  permission 
far  the  ships  of  Zealand  to  frequent  the  p<Mrt8  of 
England  as  usual™. 

About  the  same  time,  with  the  grant  of  this  per-  12B1 
mission,  a  treaty  was  set  on  foot  for  the  marriage  of 
Maigaret,  the  daughter  of  Count  Florence,  with 
Alphonso,  son  of  the  King  of  England.  Maigaret  was 
to  have  as  her  portion,  whichever  moiety  of  the  county 
of  Holland  the  king  diould  choose,  and  to  inherit  the 
ih<^  in  case  Fioience  died  without  a  son ;  the  dis- 
putes between  the  merchants  were,  by  the  same  treaty, 
referred  to  arbitrators  chosen  nn  both  sides  ^ 

The  birth  of  a  son  to  Florence  shortly  after,  and 
the  subsequent  death  of  Alj^honso,  rendered  this  con- 
tract ineffectual ;  but  prior  to  the  latter  event,  another  1^ 
marriage  was  i^freed  upon,  between  John,  the  count's 
infant  son,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward ;  the 
luog  engaging  to  pay  fifty  thousand  livres*  (toumois) 
as  her  ]K)rtion,  and  the  count  settling  upon  her  a  dowry 
of  six  thousand  livresf .   According  to  the  terms  of 

>  Rym.  Foetl.,  p. 

•  Idem,  p.  69,  02,  16G. 

*  Idem^  torn.  11^  p.  175,  176,  177. 

*  9114/.  18#.  4d,  ReeherchM  sar  le  Com^  toxn.  i.,  p.  170,  iiote41« 
t  imi.       Od.  Idem. 
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the  treaty,  John  wa&  sent  to  the  court  of  the  King  of 
England,  where  he  femained  until  the  completion  of 
the  niarriaofe". 

The  friendship  cemented  by  this  alliance,  was 
highly  advantageous  to  the  oommefce  of  Holland :  the 
staple  of  English  wool  was  fixed  at  Dordrecht*,  a  town 
of  extensive  trade  in  vines^  grain,  salt,  ifon,  wood,  and 
cloths :  and  the  subjects  of  the  count  were  permitted 
to  fish,  without  restriction,  on  the  English  coast  at 
YamouthP.  This  is  the  first  grant  we  find  of  a  privi^ 
lege,  which  the  Dutch  continued  to  enjoy,  with  little 
interruption,  until  the  time  of  Cromwell. 

After  the  departure  of  the  amy  of  Holland  from 
West  Friezland,  the  inhabitants  renewed  their  hostili- 
ties, and  made  several  u unsuccessful  attacks  upon  a  fort 
which  the  count  had  built  at  Wydenesae;  but  a 

1286  dreadful  storm,  which  this  year  laid  the  whole  of  the 

—7  • 
*  country  on  both  sides  the  Zuyderzee  entirely  undber 

waterf,  proved  the  means  of  enabling  Count*  Florence 

to  effect  their  complete  Bubjugatiun.  The  floods  rose  to 
such  a  height,  that  every  part  of  the  province  was  acces- 
sible to  a  numerous  fleet  of  snudl  vessels  called  cogs,  well 
manned,  and  placed  under  the  commiuul  of  Theodore, 
lord  of  Brederode;  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
towns,  being  unprovided  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
boats  to  oppose  those  of  the  count,  found  their  com- 
munication with  each  other  wholly  cut  oif ;  and  thus 
reduced  to  a  state  of  blockade^  and  unable  to  render 


•  Helii  Stoke,  2  ded.,  U.  280.  Bym*  Foed^  tonou     p.  307* 

»  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  24iV  244.  Bym.  Foed.»  torn,  a,  p.  688, 


*  Thccln  iiicler  observes,  tiiaf  this  did  uot  last  long,  for  it  was  an 
English  Cont t  act ' 

+  The  flood  overwlvcliiied  Akeon  islm  ls  in  Zealand,  and  iiafitroyeU 
fifteen  tliousand  persons.   i£gid.  de  lioyu^  ad  ouu.  12ii7» 
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the  alli^test  mntnal  assistance^  they  severallj  acknaw- 

ledged  the  authority  of  Count  Florence q. 

In  the  summer  of  the  same  year»  Florence  repaired 
k  person  to  West  Friesland)  bnilt  strong  castles  in 
tiidereut  parts  of  the  province,  made  great  ini])rove- 
moits  in  the  roads»  granted  a  charter  and  freedom 
iron  tolls  to  the  city  of  Medemblick,  and  took  such 
pains  to  conciliate  the  good-will  of  the  Friezlanders, 
that  before  the  end  of  his  reign  we  shall  find  them 
acting  the  ]iart  of  affectionate  and  devoted  subjects  ^ 
It  was  fortunate  for  Count  Florence  that  ho  was  able 
to  effeet  thus  speedily  the  pacification  of  Friezland, 
isince  the  discontents  which  had  sj)read  among  his 
Boble6»  ere  long,  raised  him  up  other  enemies. 

The  evils  of  feudal  government  began  at  this 
period  to  be  severely  felt:  the  nobles,  safe  in  their 
fortified  castles,  and  supreme  in  their  petty  domains, 
exercised  nnbonnded  sway  over  their  vassals,  whose 
right  oi  appeal  to  the  superior  lord  against  any  act  of 
tynuiny  or  aggression  on  the  part  of  their  masters, 
proved  a  mere  phantom,  in  the  hands  of  the  poor  and 
i&Mef  against  the  rich  and  powerful.    Rendered  thus 
sabservient  by  fear,  and  alike  unable  and  unwilling  to 
refuse  obedience  to  any  command  of  their  lord,  how- 
ever unlawful,  the  vassals  of  every  noble  formed  a 
hnd  of  satellites  ready  at  all  times  to  do  his  bidding, 
\Wiether  it  were  to  make  war  upon  those  with  w^hom  he 
had  any  cause  of  feud,  to  plunder  the  peaceful  and 
tndnstrious  trader,  or  to  resist  the  authority  of  his 
sovereign ;  to  whom,  indeed,  supported  by  them,  and 
protected  by  his  privileges,  he  yielded  just  as  much 
deference  as  he  thought  fit,  and  no  more.    We  shall 
therefore  find  the  able  monarchs,  who  at  this  time 

4  WlUiehii.  Froeuaftor  van  Ejgmoiid  sd  aim,  12S7. 
'  Iklis  St«ke,  boek  Iv.,  bl.  224—227. 
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governed  the  imncipel  nations  of  Europe*  Philip  IV. 

of  France,  and  Edward  I.  of  l:^u^  land,  aofreeiiiof  in  the 
system  of  policy  which  twded  to  encourage  the  rising 
wealth  and  influenoe  of  the  towns,  in  order  to  depieiB 
by  their  means  the  exorbitant  pu\\  er  of  the  nobles, 
dangerous  alike  to  the  authority  of  the  monarch  and 
the  security  of  the  people.  The  feudal  system  was,  it 
is  true»  considerably  modified  in  IloUaud,  slace  the 
nobles  do  not  appear  to  have  ever  eiyoyed  the  privi- 
lege  of  coinage,  as  in  i  iiuico,  Spain,  Enolund*,  and 
some  parts  of  Germany;  a  privilege,  iudeedi  which 
could  hardly  have  been  tolerated  among  a  mm^antile 
people,  such  as  the  Dutch ;  the  liigli  juribdiction  also, 
or  right  of  trying  capital  oilences»  belonged  to  them 
only  m  a  few  instances :  but  on  the  other  hand,  they 
possessed  an  unlimited  power  of  taxation  in  their 
states,  and  exercised  it  sometimes  to  an  extent  which, 

as  ^^o  havo  set'ii,  aroused  the  people  to  revolt.  The 
counts,  in  their  attempts  to  restrain  tlieir  excesae^ 
found  themselves  destitute  alike  of  the  inSueiiee 
generally  possessed  Ijy  the  sovereign  of  a  large  state, 
and  the  reverence  which  the  name  of  king  naturally 
inspires ;  while  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  de6ci6iit 
to  a  far  greater  degree  in  actual  coercive  force  f.  So 
much  the  more,  therefore,  would  they  be  desirous  of 
creating  a  balance  to  their  power,  and  accordingly,  the 

*  TkU  itgurioui  custom,  «s  weU  as  the  ezeioiae  of  ths  high  JutmUo- 
tioi),  iq>pear8  to  have  heen  carried  to  a  ^preat  extent  in  England,  if 
may  judge  fi  om  the  qaotation  of  Da  Cange  from  V^Uhelmas  Ifevbri- 
giiiais :  ^^Emnt  in  Aoglie  quodni^imodo  tot  R^ge^  vd  p<itliia  ijnwwib 
qnot  Domini  cAsteUomm,  habcntes  suigoli  percussuram  proprii  numis- 
matia,  et  potestatem  suhditis  Begio  more  diccndi  juris."  Du  Caoge^  in 
Moneta. 

t  We  shall  And  that  bo  late  as  the  year  1403»  when  the  power  of  the 
nohtlity  had  greatly  declined,  that  the  count  was  obliged  to  strengthem 
his  army  with  foreign  auxUiariee,  inarder  (o  reduee  a  single  rabdlioiin 
noble  to  obedience. 
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oiiif  6f  this  dcntury,  gwitod  wlunble  tbartara  of 

iiiuiiu)jitit\s  from  tinio  to  time,  to  the  dlllfepeBt  towns; 
mi  t  lofeuo^  bimieU'  op  all  occi^iaii^  favoured  their 
iilteie8t0»  tod  th08e  of  the  peojtle,  in  opposition  to  the 
nobles,  Such  conduct  iiaturiilly  excited  the  jeulouhy  1287 
of  ttot  ordeTi  ftnd  a  t^  of  the  Iburth  pepny,  arbitrarily 
bf  ied  by  the  opunt  on  ^ealiind*,  proTolced  the  principal 
lordi  of  th^  pvpvUicei  beaded  by  W  oliurd  \m  iiui'fe>elen, 
ml  Jolm  ?fi|i  Renesse,  to  ri48e  the  stiu^dard  of  r^heU 
iieji,  and  to  oflbr  their  allegiance  to  Guy,  count  of 
Ffamdefs.  The  Counts  of  Flanders  wu^e  never  found 
t»  tfun  »  d^af  W  to  any  proposal  of  ereatipg  annoy- 

auce  and  disquiet  to  their  iiolland  iKM«>hbour8,  and 
tiny  readily  consented  to  make  common  cause  with 
the  nobles  I  and  joining  his  troops  to  those  they  had 
collected,  laid  sieg'e  to  Middleburg,  which  city  agreed 
le  surrender*  if  not  relieved  within  a  certain  time% 
Ob  the  advance  of  Count  Florence  to  2eiriksee,  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  land  and  sea  forces,  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  raising  the  siege  of  Middleburg.  further 
hostilities  "were  suspended  by  the  mediation  of  John» 
du^  of  Brabant ;  Guy  evacuated  ^V'alchereu,  on  the 
pfomise  of  Florence  to  pardon,  and  restore  to  their 
estates,  all  the  nobles  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  except 
Wolferd  van  liorselen,  who  was  l)ani^sJied^ 

The  happy  temfamtion  of  this  revolt  permitted 
Count  Florence  to  undertake  a  journey  to  Englaud, 

■  WUhelin.  Procmator  ad  aim.  1287*  Melis  Stoke^  boek  It.,  U.  228— 

Ml 

*  MflUa  Stoke,  boek  W.,  hi  2dSt-238. 

*  WUhebD,  Procnictor  ad  ana.  12U7  doea  aot  aay  on  wfaafc  apeeiea  of 
fm§mty  this  tss  vaa  levied,  or  whether  Fk^mct  attempted  to  impote  it 
fatbe  noblea^  but  the  ronaequaooes  that  ensued  would  lead  one  to  suppose 
4^ka  did  ao.  The  Butttary  wmU  were,  by  the  tenure  of  tlieir  fief% 
ompt  fiom  taaution. 
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for  the  purpose  of  advancing  his  pretensions  to  the 

throue  of  Scotland,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Margaret 
commonly  called  the  Maid  of  Norway,  grand-daughter 
and  heiress  of  Alexander  ITL  Florence  was  descended 
in  a  direct  line  from  Ada,  tlaughter  of  Henry,  eldest 
son  of  David  I.,  king  of  Scotland,  who  married,  in  the 
year  1162,  Florence  ITT.,  count  of  Holland.    On  this 

12^1  ground  he  appeared  amoug  the  numerous  coiii|>etitor8 
for  the  crown,  who^  at  the  conferences  held  at  Noriuun, 
submitted  their  claims  to  Edward  1.  of  England",  and 
however  remote  his  pretensions,  the  native  historiaoa 
inform  us  that  his  renunciation  of  them  was  purchased 
by  the  successful  candidate  with  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  and  the  contemporary  chronicler,  Melis  Stoker 
reprobates,  in  no  very  measured  terms,  the  advice  that 
persuaded  him  thus,  like  another  Esau,  to  sell  his 
birthright  *\ 

The  amity  between  the  two  courts^  which  this 
transaction  appeared  likely  still  further  to  consolidate, 
was  in  a  very  few  years  broken,  on  the  occasion  of  a  war 
between  Holland  and  Flanders.  Guy,  whether  unable 
to  resist  the  temptation  of  possessing  himself  the 
islands  of  Zealand,  or  whether  irritated  by  the  non- 
observance  of  the  last  treaty  on  the  part  of  Florenc*?, 

1295  made  a  sudden  irruption  into  the  island  of  South 
Beveluiid.  Florence  solicited  in  vain  succours  from 
the  King  of  England,  who  evaded  his  request  under 
various  pretexts,  and  took  no  further  interest  in  the 

«  Bym.  Feed*,  toin*  u.,  p.  531, 532. 

«  Melb  Stoke,  boek  iy.,  b1.  240.  Wilhehn.  Proe.  ad  aim.  1287. 

•  "  I  would,"  he  says,  "  that  the  vnnn  were  hung  by  the  neck  who 
gave  him  mich  counsel !  How  durst  he  think  of  advising  him  to  sell  a 
kingdom  which  was  hia  by  inheritance  V*  Had  the  partisans  of  all  tlie 
rivals  been  equally  zealous  witli  the  rhymer,  it  would  have  cost  Scot- 
land even  more  war^  and  bloodshed  than  it  did,  before  their  dains 
were  settled. 
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•cause  of  hi9  Mr,  than  to  delegate  the  Lord  ofCuyck 
to  mediate  their  diffmnoee.  Though  the  Zealanders 
defeated  the  Flemings,  and  iurced  them  to  retire  into 
their  own  countij,  yet  Florence  felt  no  less  indignation 
at  this  breaoh  of  friendflhip  on  the  part  of  Edward, 
whose  interests  now  prompted  him  to  court  the  alli- 
ance of  Guy  of  Flanders^  in  preference  to  that  of 

Hollands 

The  mutual  piracies  and  aggressions  exercised  for 
some  years  by  the  crews  of  the  French  and  English  1905 

vessels  in  the  channel,  had  given  rise  to  a  war  between 
the  two  countries;  and  Bdward,  anxious  to  secure  the 
support  of  the  powerftil  vassal  of  his  opponent,  pro- 
posed a  marriage  between  his  eldest  son  and  Pliiiippa» 
daughter  of  Count  Guy ;  bestowed  on  him  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  livres  in  pajnnent  of  the 
auxiliaries  he  should  furnish  during  the  war,  and 
removed  the  staple  of  English  wool  from  Dordrecht  to 
Bruges  and  Mechlin,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  Holland*. 

Finding  that  Edward  had  thus  made  a  league  with 
his  enemy,  Florence  determined  to  accept  the  offers  of 
friendship  made  him  by  Philip  of  France^  who  courted 
the  alliance  of  foreign  princes,  no  less  eagerly  than 
Edward.  He  therefore  repaired  4o  that  court  in 
person,  accompanied  by  several  of  his  nobles,  towards 
the  end  of  the  same  year,  and  the  two  sovereigns  con-  jan. 
eluded  a  treaty  of  alliance^  offensive  and  defensive»^^ 
M'ith  the  reservation  only,  that  the  Count  of  Holland 
should  not  be  bound  to  engage  in  an  offensive  war 
against  the  emperor,  or  the  King  of  England.  Philip 
was  to  make  no  peace  without  including  Holland,  and 
to  indemnify  the  count  in  case  Edward  should  refuse 

■  Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  1)77.    Mtlis  Stoke,  Wk  iv.,  bl.  247 — ^256. 
•  Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  737«   Melib  btoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  244. 
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to  complete  the  marriage  between  tlte  Princess  £Iinb> 
beth  and  his  son  7.  From  a  stipulation  made  hj  the 
French  king,  that  his  friends  and  allies  should  be  at 
liberty  to  provide  tlieniselves  with  vessels,  provi<^ioiis, 
and  ammnnition  in  Holland,  we  maj  conclude  that 
commerce  and  shipping  were  at  this  period  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition. 

The  news  of  the  alliance  between  Holland  rad 

France  excited  to  a  liigh  degree  the  wrath  of  the  Kin^ 
of  i^ngland:  he  wrote  to  the  emperor,  complaining  of 
the  ingratitude  of  his  yassal,  the  Count  of  Holland,  and 
declared  that  lie  would  detain  John,  his  son,  in  prisoti, 
unless  it  were  immediately  dissolved^;  and  it  is  sup* 
posed,  that  at  this  time  he  first  formed  the  design  of 
seizing  the  person  of  Florence  and  conveying  him  to 
imprfsonmentt  either  in  England  or  Flanders}  a 
scheme  which  he  was  not  long  in  finding  instruments 
able  and  wiiUng  to  execute,  though  the  event  was 
probably  more  fatal  than  he  had  atitioipated* 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  disregard  in  which 
Count  Florence  held  the  iu)biiity,  had  excited  iu  the 
greater  number  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  hostility  againat 
liiui ;  he  was,  moreover,  severe  in  punishing  any  act  of 
oppression  or  injustice  which  they  might  commit  upon 
the  people:  the  late  treaty  with  Fmnoe  also,  was  gene* 
rally  displeasing  to  them,  although  some  few  bad 
become  parties  to  it,  by  affixing  their  ftignaturee  as 
guarantee8^   Besides  these  catises  of  dissatiirfiietion, 
which  were  common  to  the  whole  body  of  nobles,  the 
count  had  aroused  iu  the  breasts  of  many  individuals 
among  them,  feelings  of  personal  hatred  and  revenge. 

I 

r  Dumoni,  Corps  torn  i.,  p.  L,  p.  2i^5,   Melis  Stoke,  boek  fr,^ 

bl.  251—257. 

»  E>m.  Fopd.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  117.   Wilhelm.  Froc.  ad  a&o. 
•  Wilhelm.  Froc.  ad  ann.  1206,  1287, 
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Gilbert^  lord  of  Amstel,  Im^l,  «iomo  rears  before,  been 
engaged  in  a  petty  w.'irtare  agaiubt  his  liege  lord  the 
Bishop  of  Utrecbty  ud  the  Count  of  Holland  oomiug 
to  the  a^istance  of  the  latter,  liml  defeated  hi8  rebel- 
lious vftsaalt  and  forced  him  to  surrender  bis  lordship 
of  Amstel,  whieh  be  conferred  upou  John  Persy n,  the 
same  who  had  signaliised  himself  in  suppressing  the 
rsToh  of  the  Kemmerlandert»  conducted  hj  Gilbert 
van  Amstel.  ITerniann,  lord  of  Woerden,  Gilbert's 
couiederate  and  ally,  had  in  like  manner  been  forced 
to  resign  Woerden  into  the  hands  of  Florence,  from 
whom  lie  received  it  again  in  usufruct^.  In  luhiiLioU 
to  the  enmity  of  these  two  powerful  nobles,  Florence 
had  excited  that  of  the  Lord  of  Heusden,  by  a  disre- 
putable connection  he  maintained  with  his  daughter; 
and  wae  said  to  have  beheaded  the  brother  of  Gerard 
van  Velsen,  and  detained  himself  in  prison  for  nioio 
than  a  yeart  in  consequence  of  a  false  accusation  made 
against  them  by  some  of  the  courtiers ;  and  to  have 
injured  the  latter  still  more  deeply  in  the  person  of 
bis  wife^  Nevertheless^  these  nobles  were  afterwards 
leceiTed  into  fitvour  by  the  count,  and  lived  for  some 
time  on  terms  of  apparent  amity  with  him;  Gerard 
van  Yelsen  was  made  Us  privy  councillor,  and  the 
Lords  of  Amstel  and  Woerden  enjoyed  high  considera- 
tiuu  and  influence  at  his  court ;  the  name  of  the 
former  also,  and  that  of  the  Lord  of  Ueusden*  we  find 
among  the  twelve  w  ho  were  made  knights  of  St.  James, 
a  new  order  of  knighthood  created  by  Florence  in 
1290<^.  Gratitude  for  recent  favours,  however,  failed 
to  obhterate  the  memory  of  ancient  wrongs.  Gerard 

^  Beka  in  Johan.,  ii.,  p.  98.  MdU  Stoke^  boek  iv^  bl.  205— 21<K 

*  JohaD.  i  Leid.,  liK  %xW^  cap.  26. 
*  <  lIdliMi%b06kiT.,liL  S66-m  Biiivi  Pip.  IMg.,  tom.  i.,  cap. 
441. 
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▼aa  Velsen  first  imparted  to  Hermaim  van  Woeiden  a 

design  of  seizing  the  coimt's  person,  and  placing*  him 
in  cootmemeut;  and  under  pretext  of  reconciling  a 
feud,  appointed  a  meetiDg  with  the  Loida  of  Heuaden^ 
Cuyck,  and  several  othernobles,  to  be  held  at  Bergen 
op  Zoom.  The  Lord  of  Cuyck  had  engaged  himaeif 
for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  litres  (touraois)  yearly,  to 
perform  any  service  the  Kiug  of  England  might  require 
of  him*. 

The  nobles,  on  meeting  at  Bergen,  readily  entered 
into  the  conspiracy  planned  by  VelseUt  the  Lord  of 
Cuyck  promising  them  the  support  and  assistanee  of 
the  Duke  of  Brabant,  the  Count  of  Flandcr>,  and  the 
King  of  England;  and  a  aubsequent  conference  was  ia 
fact  held  at  Cambray,  where  the  whole  scheme  wis  diiK 
cussed  and  resolved  on,  before  ambassadors  from  each 
of  these  princes.  Florence^  in  entire  ignorance  of  the 
machinations  plotting  against  him,  was  not  aroused  to 
caution  even  by  a  letter  from  the  Lord  of  Cuyck, 
renouncing  his  allegiance  in  insolent  terms :  be  observed 
jocosely,  that  but  few  Hollanders  could  now  remain  in 
their  country,  since  the  Lord  of  Cuyck  had  undertaken 
to  drive  even  him  out.  He  allowed  the  priest  who 
had  been  the  bearer  of  this  bold  defiance  to  depart 
unnioiested^ 

Since  the  strong  attachment  of  the  citiseiis  and 

people  towards  their  count  rendered  the  execution  of 
any  treasonable  enterprise  difiicuit  and  even  dangerous 
in  Holland,  the  conspirators  waited  until  Florence 
should  go  to  Utrecht,  where  he  had  appointed  to  be  ou 
a  certain  day  in  June,  to  make  a  reconciliation  between 
the  Lords  of  Amstel  and  Woerden,  and  the  relatives 

*  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  S77. 

'  Johan.  ii  Leid.,  Ub.  xxiv.,  cap.  27.  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iy.,  bL  2S4— 
276. 
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of  the  Lord  of  Zuylcii,  whom  they  had  slain.  After 
the  recoacUiation,  Florence,  unsuspicious  of  evil,  gave 
a  magnificent  enteitainment,  at  which  all  the  conspira- 
tors were  present.  It  is  said,  that,  jii^t  us  the  feast 
began,  the  count  was  admonished  of  his  approaching 
fiite  hj  a  Tpwt  woman,  who  presented  to  him  a  paper, 
containing  these  words:  ^*Son  of  a  king,  be  mindful  of 
the  ftofbeey  of  the  Psalmist:  mine  own  familiar  friend, 

in  whom  I  trusted,  whirli  did  cut  of  my  bread,  liiith 
lifted  up  his  heel  against  mes."  Heedless  of  the  warn- 
ing, the  cmiDt,  seated  between  Amstel  and  Woerden, 
iaduiged  in  mirth  and  festivity  to  a  late  hour  of  the 
night.  Alter  he  had  retired  to  rest,  the  conspirators 
made  use  of  the  time  to  arrange  their  plans  without 
the  waii^  of  the  city,  where  they  stationed  parties  of 
their  followers  in  ambush,  one  on  the  banks  of  the 
Vecht,  and  two  more  further  inland,  hwt  rarefiilly  con- 
cealing their  purpose  ixoui  them.  Amstel  remained  in 
Utreebt,  and,  early  the  next  morning,  awakening  the 
comit  from  his  slumber,  he  invited  him  to  accompany 
Umseif  and  the  other  nobles  on  a  hawking  excursion. 
Florence,  springing  up  with  alacrity,  was  soon  equipped, 
aud,  before  his  departure,  a^ked  Amstel  to  drink  a 
stirnip-ciip  to  Bt.  Gertrude*.  The  traitor  took  the 
cup  from  his  master's  hand,  sayinjsr,  "God  protect  you; 
I  M  ill  ride  forward,'*  md  draining  its  contents,  galloped 
off.  Fearftil  of  losing  any  part  of  the  sport,  the  count 
quickly  followed,  leaving  beiiiud  all  his  attendants, 

«  Beka  in  Joimii.,  ii.,  p.  08.    Melis  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  281. 

*  Tile  stirrup  or  leave- takiug  cup  was,  iu  the  Netherlands  and  Ger- 
many, usually  drunk  to  St.  Gertrude,  the  patron  saint  of  travellers. 
— Hnydecop.  op  Stoke,  deel.  iJ.,  bl.  344,  346.  St.  Gertrude  was  the 
iite  of  Grimoald,  mayor  of  the  palace  to  Sigebert^  king  of  Austrasia ; 
^  finmded  tiu  diiirch  at  Geertniydcnbei;g,  about  the  middle  of  the 
BmnUi  oentniy.— Minei  Dip«  Belg.^  Ub«  L,  cap.  24.  I  cannot  dlscorer 
^r  ih«  was  coosideted  as  the  proleetor  of  tniTillen. 
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except  a  couple  of  pa^^*  AboUt  two  miM  diltalit 
from  Utrechti  he  perceived  Ilermunti  van  Woerdeu, 
and  riding  towai^s  him,  inquired  wliere  the  hawking  was 
held.  He  was  immediately  surrounded  by  Amstel, 
Woerden,  Velsen,  and  several  otliei's,  all  of  whom,  not 
duspectiug  their  design,  he  greeted  in  a  friendly  manner. 
Woerden  then  Beize<l  tlie  bridle  of  liis  horse,  saying  to 
Junii  My  master,  youi*  high  iiights  are  ended — ^you 
shall  drive  lis  no  longer — you  are  ilow  our  prisoner, 
whether  you  will  or  no*"  The  count  believing  him 
dnly  in  jest,  laughed  merrily,  when  one  Arnold  raa 
Benshorp  snatched  the  ftleon  in  a  rude  manner  from 
his  wrist;  then,  at  length  awakened  to  a  sense  oi  the 
danger  of  his  situation,  he  attempted  to  draw  hie 
sword,  but  was  prevented  by  Velsen,  who  threatened 
"to  oleave  his  head  in  two,"  if  he  made  the  least 
movement  One  of  the  pages,  attempting  to  defend 
his  master,  received  a  severe  wound,  but  was  able  to 
escape  with  the  other  to  Utrecht,  while  the  conspirators 
conveyed  their  prisoner  to  Muyden,  at  the  mouth  of 

the  Vt'C'ht,  with  the  desinfti  pro])ably  of  trans j)orting 
him  theuce  by  sea  to  England^.  No  sooner  had  tlie 
tumour  of  the  count's  imprisonment  been  noised 
abroad,  tliau  tlie  West  Friezlauders  rose  in  a  body,  aud 
uniting  themselves  to  the  people  of  Kemmerland  and 
Wateriand,  speedily  manned  a  number  of  vessels,  and 
presented  themselves  before  Muyden.  But  as  they 
were  without  a  leader,  and  had  neither  ammtiDifeioii 
nor  materials  for  a  siege,  they  were  unable  to  effect 
the  release  of  their  sovereign,  and  could  only  prevent 
his  being  carried  to  England.  Finding  this  scheme, 
tlicrcfore,  impracticable,  tlic  conspirators  dcteruiiaeU 
upon  conveying  him  by  land  to  Brabant  or  Flanders; 
gagged  and  disguised,  with  his  feet  and  hands  bound, 

^  Melis  Stoke,  boek  iv.,  bl.  283— SSS. 
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and  mOttnied  on  &  solry  horae»  they  conducted  their 

unhappy  prisoner,  on  tlio  fifth  drtr  of  his  confinement, 
towards  Naarden;  but  kaowiug  that  the  high  roads 
wm  beset  hy  the  people  eager  to  achieve  his  delirer* 
ance,  they  chose  a  circuitous  route,  through  bye-paths 
and  morasses*    Hardly  had  they  advaaced  half  way  to 
Naarden,  when  Velsen,  who  rode  forward  to  recon* 
lioitre,  encountered  a  large  body  of  the  iulmbitants  of 
diet  city.    To  his  demand  of  what  they  wanted! 
"That  which  you  bring,  our  cdunt,*'  was  the  reply. 
Uereuiiou»  Velseu  rode  back  M'ith  all  the  speed  he 
mid  make,  to  give  the  rest  of  his  party  warning  of 
tfceir  approach.    The   nobles,  unable   to   resist  fio 
numerous  a  force,  attempted  to  avoid  them  by  iiight; 
bat  in  leaping  a  ditch,  the  count's  feeble  horse  fell  with 
lii-  rider  into  the  mire,  and  finding  it  ini])ossible  to 
extricate  him  betbre  the  arrival  of  his  deliverers,  who 
warn  elose  behind,  they  murdered  their  helpless  victim 
with  uiore  than  twenty  m  ounds.   When  the  Naardeners 
and  Frieslanders  came  up»  they  found  their  prince 
ahready  at  the  point  of  deaths  but  instant  tengeance 
was  executed  ou  two  servants,  who  had  not  time  to 
draw  oat  their  weapons  from  his  body.  Yelsen 
saeaped,  wounded  and  with  difBenlty,  to  Kronenbnrg, 
where  lie  found  the  other  conspirators  already  arrived. 
The  body  of  Connt  Florence  was  embalmed,  and,  at 
the  desire  of  the  Friezlanders,  carried  to  Alkmaar,  and 
laid  in  the  church  there^  but  was  finally  buried  at 
Bbynsborf  ^. 

The  personal  character  of  Florence,  us  well  as  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  countyi  rendered  his  death  a 
faiM  of  deep  lamentation  to  the  Hollanders;  brare  in 
the  field,  and  sagaciuub  in  the  cabinet,  he  possessed  all 
these  qualitietf  which  secure  the  esteem  or  captivate 

'  WUhelm.  Pn>c.  ad  ana.  129G.   Meiis  Stoke,  boek  v.>  bl.  849—^5, 419. 
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the  affection  of  mankind.  Just^  libeial,  and  magnani- 
mous, he  waa  a  firm  and  constant  protector  of  his 
people  against  the  oppression  of  the  nobles.  Like 
most  of  his  face,  his  countenance  was  ruddy  and  band* 
some,  and  his  person  well-formed  and  active;  he  was 
remarkable,  alsoi  for  bis  ready  eloquence,  and  for  hia 
rare  skill  in  music^ 

Of  the  conspirators,  Woerdeu  and  Amstel  fled 
their  country,  and  died  in  exile;  but  the  greater  part 
fortified  themselves  in  the  castle  of  Kronenburg,  which 
being  besieged  and  tnkeu,  Velseu  and  some  others 
were  made  prisonersi,  while  the  remainder  were  rescued 
by  the  interference  of  the  Lord  of  Cuyek  and  the 
Count  of  Cieves.  Gerard  van  Velsen  was  tried  at 
Dordrecht,  severely  tortured,  and^  together  with  Wil- 
liam of  Zoendeu,  one  of  his  accomplices,  broken  on 
the  wheeU. 

The  aristocratic  power  in  Holland  never  afterwards 

recovered  the  shock  it  underwent  on  this  occaj^ion; 
besides  those  of  the  nobles  who  were  openly  convicted 
of  a  share  in  the  assassination  of  Count  Florence^ 
many  others  were  suspected  of  a  seci  et  participation  ia 
this  crime,  and  the  contempt  and  detestation  they 
incurred,  extended  in  some  dejOfree  to  the  whole  body 
of  the  nobility,  whose  moral  influence  was  thus  nearly 
annihilated,  while  its  actual  strength  was  enfeebled  by 
the  death  or  banishment  of  so  many  of  its  most 
powerful  members.  This  occurred,  too,  at  a  juncture 
when  the  towns,  fiivoured  by  the  privileges  whidi 
Florence  and  his  immediate  predecessors  had  bestowed 
on  them,  and  increasing  in  wealth  and  importance^ 
were  enabled  to  secure  that  political  influence  in  the 

• 

k  BeVa  in  Julian.,  ii.,  p.  09. 

»  V  illu  ha.  Proc.  ad  ann.  12C6.  Mdis  Stoke,  boek  v.,  bl,  372 — 382. 
Beka  in  Johan.,  ii.,  p.  99. 
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State  wliicli  tlie  noljles  daily  Iost»  and  which,  in  other 
eoontrie^i  was  obtained  by  the  soyereigD,  on  the  deeaj 
of  the  feudal  aristocracy  *. 

John  I. — The  condition  iu  which  the  death  of 
Florence  V.  left  Holland*  was  deplorable  in  the 
extreme.    Engn^d  in  hostilities  witli  Flanders,  her 
nobility  discontented    and  rebeUioa%   her  people 
aianned  and  snspicions^  and  her  young  prince  a  minor, 
in  the  hands  of  a  monarch  who  had  given  but  too 
many  proofs  of  his  unscmpnlotts  ambition  ft  while  to 
these  difficulties  was  added  that  of  a  divided  regency. 
\V  iiile  Florence  was  yet  alive,  John  van  Arkel,  TIko- 
dote  ymn  Broderode,  with  the  other  nobles  who  still 
remained  faithful  to  him,  had,  upoii  intelligence  of  his 
imprisonment,  assembled  at  Dordrecht,  and  sent  to 
John  of  Avennes  a  requisition  tliat  he  would  come 
into  Holland  without  delay,  and  assume  the  govern- 
ment until  the  count  conld  be  released;  and  three 
days  after  his  death,  tliey  despatched  the  Abbot  of 
Egmond  to  the  court  oi  the  King  of  Eughuid,  beseech- 
ing him  to  restore  to  them  their  young  count,  and  to 
send  with  him  a  force  sufficient  to  protect  him  from 
the  fate  that  had  befallen  his  &ther".   Guy,  brother  1^ 
of  John  of  Avennes,  came  into  Holland,  commissioned 
by  John  to  undertake  the  administration  iu  his  behalf, 
until  he  should  repair  thither  in  person,  which  he  pro- 
mised to  do  shortly.    Althougli  John  of  Avenues  was 
next  of  kin  to  the  young  count,  being  tlie  son  of 
Addaide  of  Avennes,  sister  of  his  grandfifither,  yet 

-  Uym,  Foed^  torn,  ii.,  p.  717<  Melb  Stoke^  boek     bL  dSi,  dSff. 

*  Bjgr  tlie  Todon^  In  <mr  own  ooaniiy ;  bj  CbArles  VII.,  Louis  XI., 
sod  thdr  laoeemm,  in  Fnmeo;  and  by  Ferdinand  and  laabeUa  of  Spain, 
after  iba  monatchlcal  power  waa  atrengtheoad  by  tha  nnioa  of  tha  cfowna 
of  Giitile  and  Anagon. 

t  Vide  Note  D,  at  the  end  of  the  volmne. 
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liOtii«  of  Clever  couut  of  Hulkorode»  r^tetod  in  a 

more  distant  degree,  assumed  to  lumeelf  the  adpinif* 
tration  of  aHairs,  liis  supporten^  being  principally  fouQ4 
among  tbe  friends  of  those  who  bad  conspired  against 
Count  Florence;  and  Guy  of  Avennes,  not  having 
sufficient  influence  to  prevent  bis  exercising  the 
authority  of  governor,  agreed  to  divide  the  government 
with  him,  until  the  arrival  of  his  brotlier  John;  North 
Holland  being  allotted  to  Loui%  who  resided  at  the 
Hague,  while  Guy  reserved  to  himself  South  Hollaiid« 
and  remained  at  Geertruydeuberg.  Upon  the  un  ival 
of  John  of  Avenues  in  Holland*  he  found  the  great 
majority  of  tbe  people  favourably  disposed  towards  biro, 
and  within  a  siiort  time  his  party  became  so  powerfuli 
that  Louis  of  Cleves  was  forced  to  retire  into  bis  own 

territory". 

The  enemies  of  Holland  were  not  backward 
taking  advantage  of  the  embarrassments  she  was  now 

labouring  under.  At  the  time  when  tlio  late  couut 
bad  lent  bis  assistance  to  John  IL,  bishop  of  Utrecht^ 
against  the  Lords  of  Amstel  and  Woerden»  that  prelate 
liad  e^jnsented  that  these  two  lordships  should  be 
transferred  to  the  sovereignty  of  Holland.  This 
arrangement  was  by  no  means  acceptable  to  his 
successor,  William  IL,  who  sought,  therefore,  ev^ 
means  of  disturbing  Holland  in  these  possessions*  Tbe 
West  Friczlanders  had  become  so  deeply  attached  to 
the  person  of  Count  Florence,  that  duriiig  his  life 
there  was  no  hope  of  shaking  their  allegianee;  but  after 
his  death,  it  was  found  less  difficult  to  revive  in  their 
breasts  their  aucieut  love  of  freedom,  particularly  as 
they  had  conceived  the  idea,  from  the  long  residence 
of  Count  John  in  England,  that  he  was  not  the  real 
son  of  Florence^ 

•  Bckii  in  Johaii.,  p.  99.    Melis  Stoke,  boek  v.,  bl.  36G,  383—387. 

•  WiUiclm,  Piw.  aU  ann.  1297. 
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AoMirdiiigly  at  Ihe  instigatioii  of  the  bishop,  and 

reljing  on  liis  promises  of  assistance,  they  once  more 
look  up  armSi  mastered  aad  destroyed  all  the  castles 
Catmt  Florence  had  built,  except  Medemblickt  whieh 
they  blockaded  P.  The  governor,  .loha  of  Avennes, 
waa  at  this  time  fiiUy  occupied  with  the  altairs  of 
Zealaad.  Wolferd  van  Boraelen,  who  bad  before  hem 
akled  l)y  Guy,  count  of  Flanders,  in  his  treasonable 
aadeiiakings,  and  had,  since  the  revolt  of  1287,  liTod 
»  retirement  or  exile,  now  applied  to  the  same  quarter 
for  assistance  in  the  ambitious  projects  he  we^  forming;. 
Having  rarr^titiously  obtamed  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Dordreeht  two  ships  of  war,  under  pretence  of  a 
threatened  invasion  by  the  Flemings,  he  weut  forthwith 
ta  fSuy  of  Flandem,  and  found  but  little  trouble  in 
jiersiiading  liim  to  invade  \A'alcheren,  and  lay  siege  to 
J4iddleburg.  The  town  had  been  blockaded  some 
inonthfl,  when  John  of  Avenues  advanced  to  ito  relief, 
and  on  bis  aniviil  at  Zierikzee,  the  Flemings  hastily 
laiaed  the  siege,  and  retired  to  Flandersi  sustaining 
isvere  loss  in  their  rett^eat^  from  a  sally  made  by  the 
besieged *»•  Avennes  luiving  been  received  with  great 
joy  in  Middleburg,  did  not  long  remain  there,  as  the 
events  which  were  oeeurring  in  West  Friezland 
urgently  demand^jd  his  presence.  Medemblick,  sur-- 
rounded  by  tb^  insurgents,  and  out  off  from  all  supplies, 
wi»  on  the  eve  of  a  surrender,  when  John  came  up  to 
iy  relief;  he  forced  them  to  raise  the  siege,  but  the 
weather  becoming  suddenly  cold,  his  troops  conceived 
so  great  a  dread  of  being  blocked  uj)  by  the  ice,  that 
desertion  became  general;  some  retreated  to  the  ships 
m  the  harbour  of  Medemblick,  and  the  remainder 
leturued  home  by  different  land  routes,  not  without 

*  p  Beka  in  Wilholm.,  H.,  p.  101.    Melis  Stoke,  lioek  v.,  bl.  300,  SOI. 
<  3lelis  Stuke,  boek  v.,  bl.  393—396. 
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con&iderable  loss  of  life.  Jobn,  thus  left  nearly  aloue, 
had  no  resource  but  to  retire  to  Holland'. 

Meanwhile,  the  king  of  England,  anxious  to  seciiTe 
an  influence  in  the  court  of  his  intended  son-in-law, 
sent  ambassadors  to  Holland,  requiring  the  attendance 
of  tliree  nobles  out  of  each  of  the  provinces,  and 
two  deputies  from  each  of  the  "good  towns*,"  at  the 
marriage  of  the  Count  John  with  the  Princess  Elisabeth, 
and  at  the  eontirmation  of  the  treaty.  Accor(liiiLi]\% 
the  English  ambassadors  were  accompanied  on  their 
return  by  the  deputies  of  the  nobles,  with  Theodore 
van  Brederode  at  their  head,  and  those  of  the  good 
towns,  Dordrecht,  Haarlem,  Middlebu]x»  &nd  others. 
They  were  detained  some  time  at  the  court  of  England ; 
but  at  length  the  marriage  was  celebrated  with  great 
splendour,  and  the  ambassadors,  laden  with  rich  pre- 
sentfi,  returned  with  the  young  bride  and  bridegroom  in 
a  well-equipped  tleet  to  Holland^  The  conditions  im- 
posed by  Edward  in  the  treaty  made  on  this  occasion, 
rendered  the  young  count  little  more  than  a  nominal 
sovereign  in  his  own  states;  he  was  obliged  to  appoint 
two  Englishmen,  Ferrers  and  Havering,  members  of 
his  privy  conn  oil,  and  to  engage  that  he  would  do 
nothing  contrary  to  their  advice,  or  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  father-in-law.  The  disputes  between 
Flanders  and  Brabant  oji  the  one  side,  and  lloliaiid  on 
the  other,  were  to  be  referred  to  the  mediation  of 
Edwards   On  the  return  of  John  of  Avennes  from 

»  Melis  Stoke,  boek  v.,  bl.  405—406. 

•  Rym.  1  oed.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  721).    Melis  Stoke,  boek  v.,  bl.  400,  401. 

•  Willielm.  Proc.  ad  aim.  1297.     "  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  743 — ^745. 


*  This  is  the  first  time  wo  observe  the  towns  partici}  itiiiL,'^  in  political 
affurs:  it  coincides  nearly  witli  the  summoning  of  borough  member-,  to 

parliatneat  ia  £iighmd  {l2Qt)p  and  the  aasembJiy  of  the  states  in  f  raace 
(1302). 
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the  war  ia  Frieziand,  he  found  that  the  Count  John 
had  landed  in  Zealand,  and  knowing  he  had  nothing 

but  liosstility  to  expect  from  Woiferd  van  Borselen, 
irbo  had  obtained  possession  of  the  young  prince*s 
fieftoa,  and  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  Eugland 
and  Flanders,  be  deemed  it  advisable  to  retire  without 
delay  ioto  HainaulL  His  departure  left  Borselen 
without  a  rival,  and  he  immediately  assumed  the  title 
of  governor  of  iioiland,  and  guardian  of  tiie  minors 

The  Friealandeis  still  refusing  to  acknowledge  John 
as  the  son  of  Count  Florence,  the  first  step  of  Borselen 
was  to  march  with  the  young  count  into  that  proyiuce, 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  of  whieh  some  Englishmen 
who  were  present  are  ^lud  to  have  remarked,  that,  "if 
sueii  au  army  were  landed  at  one  end  of  England,  it 
might  zuareh,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  to  the  other." 
With  so  [)owerful  a  force,  it  was  a  matter  of  no  great 
difficulty  to  subdue  the  West  Friezlandeis;  and  it  was 
done  so  effectually,  that  this  was  the  last  time  the  Counts 
of  Ilulland  were  obliged  to  carry  war  into  their 
coontry^.  The  Bishop  of  Utrecht»  also»  not  satisfied 
with  the  share  he  had  borne  in  their  revolt,  afterwards 
preaiiched  a  crubucle  against  Holland,  and  made  an 
aasantt  on  Monnikendam;  but^  being  forced  by  the 
Kemmerlanders  to  take  refuge  in  Overyssel,  he  con-* 
sented  to  ]>urcliase  a  peace  by  the  cession  of  Amstel 
and  Woeiden\ 

These  successes  so  increased  the  influence  of  Woi- 
ferd van  Borselen,  that  his  authority  in  the  state  became 
almost  absolute ;  he  obtained  from  the  young  prince  a 
written  promise  to  protect  him  against  any  evil  that 
threatened  him  from  the  murderers  of  Count  Florence, 

*  MelU  Stoke,  bock  v.,  h\.4l\.   Wilhelm.  Proc.,  ad  ann.  1297. 

*  Idem,  oc]  nnn.  1207.   Mdis  Stoke,  boek  r.,  hi  416—420. 
>  Beka  in  Wilhelm^  p.  102. 

VOL.  I.  K 
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although  (since  most  of  them  were  his  fiiends)  he  hftd  no- 

tbing  to  fear  fmni  them :  John  bound  himself,  also,  to  be 
guided  entirely  by  his  advice  nntil  he  should  attain  the 
age  of  twenty-iive ;  he  excluded  from  the  privy  council, 
on  one  pretext  or  another,  all  those  members  who  weie 
not  in  his  interests,  obtamed  for  himself  the  investatare 
of  the  fortress  of  Ysselstein,  and  the  lordship  uf  Wuur- 
den,  and  attempted  to  levy  heavy  and  arbitrary  taies 
on  the  whole  nation.  Being,  ftmn  bis  attachmmt  to 
the  English,  opposed  to  Philip  of  France,  he  obliged 
John  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Flanders,  promising 
subsidies  to  Count  Guy  durinsf  his  war  ^vitli  France*. 
John,  in  effect,  marched  with  an  army  to  Ghent;  but 
the  truce  for  two  years,  concluded  shortly  after  between 
France  and  England,  in  which  the  couuts  both  of 
Holland  and  Fhmders  were  included  as  allies  of  Ed- 
ward, rendered  their  services  unnecessary^. 
1298  The  ambition  and  ra})acity  of  Borseleu  had  already 
excited  vehement  indignation  and  disgust  against  him, 
when  lie  tliought  fit  to  venture  ui)on  the  hazardous 
measure  of  debasing  the  coin%  a  stretch  of  power 
which  the  Dutch,  a  nation  depending  for  their  exist- 
ence upon  trade  and  commerce,  have  never  been  able 
to  endure,  even  from  their  most  arbitraiy  soverdgns ; 
and  we  shall  have  mnny  opportunities  hereafter  of 
remarking  their  extreme  jealousy  in  this  particular. 

y  Wilhelm.  Pioc.  ad  ann.,  1207.    Mclis  Stoke,  l>oek  v.,bi.4;iii— 4;>7; 
bock  vi.,  bl.  171.    Uyin.  Foed.,  tomii.,  p.  795, 

'  Bekaiu  WU.,  u.p.  1Q2. 


*  Robert,  and  Guy  of  Flanden^  swore  solemnly  that  the  conspiiaton 
against  C6uni  Florence  had  received  neither  assistance  nor  encomage-  i 
ment  from  them ;  hvt  the  young  count,  though  foroed  hy  Borselen  to  ] 
admit  them  to  a  conference,  andreceiire  their  oatli,  kept  his  eyes  fixed  «&  I 
the  ground  the  whole  time  they  were  present,  and  could  not  be  indneed  J 
to  look  upon  them.  Melis  Stoke,  boek  v.,  bl,  430.  I 
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^  The  mnrrnan  of  the  eituens  then  bdeame  loud  and 

general ;  and  the  popular  hatred  appeared  already  to 
thieaton  tbe  ruin  of  the  court  iavoutite^  when  a 
quarrel,  in  which  he  involved  himself  with  tlie  town  of 
Dordrecht,  coucerning  its  immuuitios,  hrought  matters 
,  to  a  eriafa.   It  may  not  be  thought  tedious,  peihafja, 
'  to  detail  at  some  length  the  particulars  of  this  transac- 
UoDy  since  it  Mraa  by  their  unceasing  watchfulnesa 
sgainstany  eneroachmenta  upon  their  municipAl  rights, 
and  their  pertinacity  in  defending  them,  that  the  liol- 
;  landeis  were  enabled  to  preaonre  them  unimpairedt 

!  while  those  of  other  nations,  obtained  at  even  greater 
cost  and  pains^  were  annihilated  in  the  grasp  of  an 
absoiute  monarchy,  or  swallowed  up  by  the  privileges 

'  of  an  overwhelming  aristocracy.  By  a  charter  granted 
ia  1252  to  the  town  of  Dordrecht,  by  William  11^  the 

'  right  of  pronoundng  judgment  without  appeal,  in  all 
cases  Trhatever,  both  criminal  and  civil*,  is  vested  in 
the  sheriffs ;  and  this  appears  to  be  only  confirmatory 
of  a  more  ancient  prescriptive  right  exercised  by  these 
magistrates,  of  trying  all  causes  arising  witiun  the 

;  limits  of  the  dty.  Aloud,  Bailiff  of  South  Hollandf, 
appointed  to  that  oflSce  by  Borselen,  claimed  the  right  of 
hearing  the  preliminary  examinations^:  of  some  male- 
&etOT8  then  in  custody  at  Dordrecht,  for  a  crime  (of  what 
nature  does  not  appear)  committed  witliin  tlie  precincts 
of  the  dty.  The  magistrates,  deeming  this  right  to  be* 
long  solely  to  themselves,  i)rocee(le(]  to  take  the  exami- 
nations, without  noticing  the  claim  of  tbe  baililf;  and 

*  This  privilege  U  not  common ;  in  genenl  an  appeal  lies  from  th 
nnuiicipal  courts  to  the  court  of  Holland,  in  aU  ci?U  cases. 

t  The  iMuliiF  was  an  officer  of  justice  appointed  by  the  count  in  tha 
open  eonntty,  whose  duties  wera  nmilar  to  those  of  the  sdiont  in  townfc 

t  ^  Bene  stille  waarhetd  (pnecedente  infonnatie)  bexitten,*'-HMnne* 
tluBg  in  the  nature,  I  appfdMnd,  of  the  lUQgistmte^  commitment  in  onr 
oim  country. 
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while  they  were  thus  employed,  BoTielen  Mmself, 
accompanied  by  the  count,  repaired  to  Dordrecht,  lie 
demanded  that  the  whole  of  the  documents  relatiug  to 
the  Duitter  in  question  should  be  immediately  delivered 
up  to  him,  alleging  that  it  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  of  Holland.  The  magistrates  refused  to 
surrender  them,  on  the  plea  tliat,  according  to  the 
charter  of  William  II.,  they  alone  had  the  power  of 
hearing  and  deciding  all  causes  whatsoeTen  oeenrring 
within  the  limits  of  the  town*.  Borselen,  enraged  at 
this  answer,  threatened  them  with  imprisonment  if 
they  did  not  obey,  and  withdrew  immediate])  to  Delft* 
.and  thence  to  the  Hague,  commanding  five  of  their 
number  to  follow  him.  As  the  Dordrechters  eonsi' 
dered  it  hardly  safe  for  their  magistrates  to  hrare  the 
storm  alone,  they  sent  with  them  deputies  from  the 
great  council  of  the  town,  making  in  all  about  ten  or 
twelve  persons.  Of  these,  two,  mentioned  according 
to  the  simplicity  of  the  times  merely  by  their  chris- 
tian names,  John  and  Paul,  were  particularly  noted  bm 

strenuous  defenders  of  tlieir  privileges;  and  ])oin^  for 
this  reason  obnoxious  in  a  higli  degree  to  Borselen^ 
they  remained  at  Delft,  while  three  others,  Jolin  the 
Miller,  Peter  Tielmanson,  and  Jacob,  went  to  the 
Hague  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  conference  with 
the  count.  They  were  detained  there  some  time,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  Boi'selen,  without  Mhose 
advice  John  durst  not  veuture  to  interfere  in  the 
aflSiir.  Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  inquired  where 
John  and  Paul  were,  which  excited  suspicions  in  the 
minds  of  the  rest,  that  he  meditated  some  evil  design 
against  them.  Warned  by  their  companions,  there- 
fore, the  two  councillors  hastily  returned  home,  and 

•  Melb  Sfcoke,  bock  vi,  bl.  478-482.  Boxiioni,  Theat.  UrU  UoU, 
1».  lOO, 
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when  Borseleu  camo  with  the  count  shortly  after^  from 
ilie  Hague  to  I>elft»  be  found  them  akeady  gonep 
Tkeir  depertufe^  for  permitting  which  Borselen  bit- 
terij  reproached  the  uiagis>trates  of  Delft,  caubed 
vehement  discnasions  on  the  Bubjeet  of  the  controyerqr 
hi  the  senate  of  that  town,  and  the  BailifF  Aloud 
aliered  to  tight  iu  single  combat  any  one  who  would 
maintain  that  the  cause  of  the  sheriffi  of  Dordrecht 
was  just.  But  the  burghers  of  Delft  would  permit 
BO  one  to  accept  the  challenge,  being  of  opinion,  that 
the  immunities  of  the  towns  ought  not  in  any  case  to 
be  subject  to  the  chances  of  a  battle.  John  and  Paul 
were  accused  of  contumacy  by  Borselen's  party,  in  not 
awaiting  tlie  arrival  of  the  counti  who  menaced  Dor- 
drecht with  the  consequences  of  his  high  displeasure. 
On  the  return  of  the  deputies  thither,  bearing  intelU- 
inee  of  the  threats  used  by  the  count,  the  burghers 

thought  it  advisable  to  put  themselves  in  a  pubtnie  of 
defence.  Four  "  hoofdmannen,*'  or  ca})tains  of  burgher 
guavds*  were  appointed,  and  letters  despatched  by  the 
senate  to  all  the  "good  towns"  of  Holland  and  Zea- 
land,  intreating  them  to  consider  the  cause  of  Dordrecht 
ii  their  common  caused 

Their  preparation.^  were  not  made  in  vain,  as  no 
Iqi^  time  elapsed  before  the  town  was  invested.  Bor- 
aden,  in  order  to  cut  off  from  the  inhabitants  all  com- 
municulion  from  without,  ])oth  by  laml  and  water, 
Rationed  troops  in  the  surrounding  forts,  and  a  number 
of  Tessels,  called  ^^Outlyers,"  in  the  Merwe.  The 
bailiff  Aloud  also,  wiio  commanded  the  fort  of  Kraa- 
jestein,  aboye  Dordrecht,  caused  pilework  to  be  laid 
aerois  the  river  to  obstruct  its  passage.  During  the 
¥Qrk«  a  single  cog  boat,  having  approached  close  to  the 
town,  excited  such  a  commotion  within  the  walls,  that 

k  Muiia  btokt;,  Uek  vi.,  1>1.  482—499. 
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the  burghers  with  one  accord  sallied  oiit^  and  htnrried, 

some  by  land,  some  in  boats,  to  Kraajesteiii.  Here 
they  came  to  a  sharp  engagement  with  Aload's  troops, 
killed  and  wounded  a  considerable  number,  and  returned 
with  the  losa  of  only  one  life  to  Dordrecht ^  Aloud 
having  given  information  to  Borselen  of  this  ooeumnoe, 
the  latter  determined  to  raise  a  general  levy  both  In 
Holland  and  Zealand  against  the  Dordrechters :  but, 
being  unable  to  carry  his  purpose  into  effect^  from  the 
discontents  which  had  spread  over  the  whole  comity, 
he  deemed  himself  no  longer  safe  at  the  llague>  aud» 
leaving  the  court  by  night,  carried  the  young  count 
ynth  all  expedition  to  Schiedam,  whence  he  took  ship 
to  Z(  aland.  On  the  discovery  of  the  abduction  of 
Count  John,  the  court  and  village  of  the  Hagae  were 
J299  in  ii|)i')ar:  numbers  hurried  to  Vlaardinoren,  where, 
finding  that  the  ship  in  which  Bors(  len  had  sailed  lay 
becalmed  in  the  mouth  of  the  Merwe^  they  manned 
all  the  boats  in  tlie  port  with  stout  rowers,  and  quickly 
reached  the  count's  vessel,  whom  they  found  very 
willing  to  return  with  them^.  Borselen  was  conducted 
a  prisoner  to  Delft.  Hardly  had  the  [)opulace  there 
heard  of  his  arrest  when  they  assembled  before  the 
doors  of  the  gaol,  demanding  with  loud  cries  that  ^the 
traitor  should  be  delivered  up  to  them.*'  Those  within, 
struck  with  terror,  thrust  him,  stripped  of  his  amour, 
out  at  the  door,  when  he  was  massacred  in  an  instant^ 
every  individual  of  the  immense  multitude  eagerly 
seeking  to  gratify  bis  hatred  by  inflicting  a  wound 
upon  him".  A  similar  destiny  soon  aflber  befel  the 
Bailiff  Aloud.  Being  forced  to  surrender  his  fort  of 
Kraajestein^  he  was  made  prisoner,  and  brought  to 
Dordrecht ;  but  he  had  scarcely  entered  the  city,  when 

<  MelU  Stoke,  l>oek  vi.,  U.  4Sa--60e. 

<  Idm^  boek  vl.>  bL  im^ie*  •  WO.  PMe.,  ad  ann.  1299. 
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kimself  and  fire  of  his  followers  were  sacrificed  to  the 
fury  of  the  exasperated  populace^ 

As  John      still  too  young  to  conduct  the  business 
of  government  alone,  he  invited  to  his  assistance  his 
eousin,  John  of  Avennes^  and  appointed  him  guardian 
OTar  himself  and  the  county  for  the  space  of  four 
years'^.    The  death  of  Borselen,  and  the  accession  of 
John  of  Aveunes  to  the  government^  entirely  deprived 
tlie  English  party  of  their  influence  in  Holland,  since 
Avennes  hud  been  constantly  attached,  both  from 
inclination  and  policy^  to  the  interest  of  the  French 
court.    His  first  act  was  to  make  a  reconciliation* 
between  the  people  of  Delft  and  the  relatives  of  Bor- 
selen,  and  tiiis  bcdng  effected,  he  entered  into  a  covenant 
wMi  seven  of  the  principal  towns  of  Holland,  neither 
to  make  nor  consent  to  any  peace  ^^ith  the  murderers 
cf  Connt  Florence,  or  their  posterity,  to  the  seventh 
generationK    Soon  after,  determined  on  entering  into 
a  dose  alliance  with  France,  he  set  out  on  a  journey  to 
that  court,  leaving  Count  John  at  Haarlem,  sick  of  the 
ague  and  flux,  which  terminated  his  existence  on  the 
10th  of  November  of  this  year^    Suspicions  oi  ])oi»uii 
were  soon  afloat,  and  Avenues  has  been  accused  of  this 
crime;  but  as  the  charge  is  flatly  denied  by  Melis 
StokeS  and  the  nature  of  John's  disease  is  expressly 
slated  by  another  contemporary  and  credible  historian^, 
its  being  adopted  by  Meyer,  a  Flemish  author  writing 
two  centuries  later,  is  hardly  sufficient  to  aflix  so  deep 
a  stain  on  the  character  of  John  of  Avenues,  and 
which  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  tenoiir  of  his  life. 
As  John  died  without  children,  the  county  was  trans* 


f  Melb  Stoke,  boek  yi^  bl.  690. 

^  Idem,  bl.  6U, 

>  Mem,  boek  vL^  bL  547, 


ff  Idem,  boek  vi.,  bl.  538. 

»  Idem,  bl.  546. 

I  Wil.  Proc.,  ad  ann.  1200. 


•  **Zoeii,"  vid.  chap,  ii.,  p.  96« 
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ferred,  by  the  succession  of  John  of  Avennes,  the 
nearest  heir,  to  the  family  of  llaiiiault. 

Thus  ended  this  noble  and  heroic  race  of  princes, 
havini^  now  governed  the  county  for  a  period  of  four 
hundred  years ;  of  whom  it  may  be  remarked,  that  not 
one  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  historians  as  weak, 
Aicious,  or  debauched.  A  race  of  brave  warriors  and 
gallant  knights;  of  wise  lawgivers  and  skiifiil  politi- 
cians: under  whose  goYemment  we  have  seen  tbdr 
little  territory  raised  from  a  halt-drained  marsh  to  a 
respectable  rank  among  the  states  of  Europe,  and  its 
alliance  courted  by  the  most  powerful  monarehs:  under 
whose  govemmeut  were  laid  the  foundations  of  that 
greatness  and  prosperity  to  which  Holland  afterwards 
attained:  under  whose  government,  above  all,  the 
peo])le  were  blessed  with  laws  and  institutions  so 
admirably  adapted  to  their  wants,  habits,  and  national 
peculiarities,  that  they  ]>re.serYed  them  almost  un- 
changed through  a  long  course  of  after  ages*  The 
Hollanders  are  perhaps  justified,  more  than  any  other 
people,  in  indulging  the  proneness  of  human  nature  to 
look  back  to  some  golden  age  long  past  of  haiq>ine8s 
and  prosperity;  since  while  nations  more  favoured  by 
extent  of  territory  and  natural  advautiiges  were  wast- 
ing their  strength  in  useless  wars,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
intestine  commotions,  they  were  making  daily  advances 
in  freedom,  commerce,  wealth,  and  learning.  Deserv- 
edly, therefore,  was  the  memory  of  their  ancient 
counts"  cherished  long  and  tenderly  by  the  people; 
and  it  was  to  its  descent  from  them  that  the  illustrious 
house  of  Brederode  owed  a  popularity,  which  three 
centuries  later  was  still  so  great,  as  to  cause  suspicion 
and  alarm  to  the  reigning  sovereign. 
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Accestlmi  of  Jv/m  of  Arfnnef.  Itesuiancc  of  the  ZeuUmd  SobUt  to 
h  u  a  uthoritjf.  A  ided  hy  the  Empt  or,  Peace  bet  (ceai  ifte  Umptrar 
and  Holland,  War  with  Utrecht,  Death  of  Uw  BUhop,  Quy 
^  Mahumit  appoint^  in  hit  ttead.  War  with  Flandert.  Ccn- 
piett  of  Ztalmd^  Nmih  Holland.  Inwmtm  by  tk$  Ihiko  t^ 
BtakmU  rtpdUL  BoXkmifnoi  from  iko  Invmkn.  S^ioeoun 
from  fhmet.  BatUe  of  Zmikom.  tf  FUmdon  taim 

prUomot.  Roeoomy  of  Zooiand.  Death  and  Character  of 
John  II,  William  HI.  Mnrriage,  Trui:e  uith  F/<niff>'r.<. 
War  rniCfcfd.  Final  atul  hutin*/  peace,  Marr!(h/«'  of  the 
Count  if  Duiiffhtcrt,  Affair*  of  England — of  German*^,  tSuLju' 
ffotion  of  Friosland.  Willi<»m*$  dommtic  government.  Ditputo 
with  the  Kemmerlanderi,  Staple  of  Dordrecht.  AUianeot  €f  tko 
King  ^  JEnglmid  in  tho  NMorhndi*  Doaik  ^  iko  OnmL  Hio 
CkOdron.  CharaOor  qf  WilUam.  William  IV.  Ronowol  ^ 
iho  oH^ameo  wi$k  JBt^/kmd.  War  hotwmt  Ht^kmd  and  Franoe. 
Batdo  of  Sh^.  Skgo  tf  Toarmay.  Trueo.  War  wiik 
Utrecht,  Tntee,  William  mih  to  Friezland.  In  slain  there. 
Margaret,  Ciami  of  the  Kin^  of  England  to  a  share  in  the 
countg.  Mar ret  acknowledged.  Surrenders  the  gorerninmt  to 
her  ton  William,  Reiumet  it.  War  between  Margaret  and 
WWiaao.  AoeomodaHkm*  JDoath  of  Maryarot. 

Upon  the  death  of  bis  cousin,  John  of  Avenues 
returned  immediately  to  Holland,  where  he  was 

acknowledged  by  the  nobles,  couinions,  and  towns*, 
as  count,  in  right  of  his  mother,  Adelaide,  sister  of 
William  IT."*  In  Zealand,  however,  he  found  the 
party  of  WoU'erd  van  Borselen  among  the  nobles, 
sufficiently  powerful  to  offer  a  fonnidable  resistance  to 
his  authority.  Jolm  van  Renesse,  who  had  been  1300 
banished  by  Wolierd,  in  consequence  of  an  unsuccessful 

■  Willielm.  Proc,  ad  ann.  Meli«  Stoke,  boek  vii.,  bl.  1,  deel.  3. 


•  This  13  the  first  time  that  express  mention  is  matlc  of  the  acknow- 
ledjpnent  of  the  count  by  the  connnoiis  or  towns.  Melis  Stoke  saya^ 
however,  tLat  it  was  done  accordiAg  to  the  custom.-^**  ^a  den  zede/* 
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attempt  to  gain  |>os9e88ioii  of  the  }  oang  count's  person, 
returned  to  Iloliaiid,  after  his  death,  and  offered  to 
clear  himself  of  any  participation  in  the  treason  against 
Connt  Florence,  wlucli  he  had  concealed,  although  he 
did  not  take  auj  active  part  in  it.  But  as  he  could 
not  find  sureties  for  bis  future  good  conduct^  the  nego- 
tiation was  broken  off,  and  Renesse  retired  into 
Zealand,  where  he  not  only  made  a  reconciliation  vrith 
the  friends  and  partusans  of  Borselen,  his  fimner  rival, 
but  even  succeeded  him  as  their  leader". 

Flanders,  the  general  resource  of  the  disaffected 
subjects  of  Holland,  was  now  shut  out  from  them^  the 
count  being  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  PMHp  of 
France,  and  the  country  oTerrun  by  the  troops  of 
Charles  of  Valois^  Benesse,  therefore,  turned  his 
eyes  towards  Albert,  emperor  of  Germany,  to  whom  he 
represented  that  Holland  and  Zealand  had  now 
reverted  to  the  empire  as  an  escheated  fief,  of  which  it 
would  be  easy  to  take  possession,  since  most  of  the 
nobles  and  towns  were  strongly  averse  to  the  govern- 
ment of  a  native  of  HainauItR  The  emperor,  flattering 
himself  that  Holland  could  not  long  resist  his  power, 
sent  letters  to  each  of  the  towns  separately,  demanding 
their  homage,  and  shortly  after  marched  at  the  head  of 
an  army,  and  accompanied  by  the  archbishops  of  Metz, 
Treves,  and  Cologne,  as  far  as  Nimeguen.  But  the 
towns,  instead  of  complying  with  the  mandates  of  the  | 
emperor,  transmitted  his  letters  to  Count  John,  and  i 
the  people  of  all  ranks  assembled  round  his  standard  in 
such  numbers,  tliat  he  was  able  to  advance  to  Nimeguen 
with  a  force  far  superior  to  that  of  the  emperor,  who, 

•  MeUs  Stoke,  boek  iv^  bl.  272;  boek  v.,  bl.  421 ;  boek  vii.,  bl.  2, 3, 
deel.  9. 

•  Velly,  Hiflt.  de  Fmiice,  torn,  vii^  p.  142»'  144. 

9  Beka  in  WUhelm.,  ii.,  p.  102.  M«IU  Stoke,  boek  tU.,  1»L  IS. 
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on  his  approach,  hastily  retreated  to  Kranonburg:  aiul, 
suspecting  that  he  had  been  purposely  deceived  by 
Benesse,  consented  withont  hesitation  to  a  treaty  pro- 
posed by  the  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  in  which  he  piu- 
mised  to  retire  immediately)  and  leave  John  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  county,  on  his  doing  homage  for  it  as 
a  flef  of  the  empire  *i.    On  the  arrival  of  a  fleet  from 
Zealand  in  the  hek,  to  the  assistance  of  the  emperor, 
they  formid  the  treaty  already  concluded,  and  were 
advised  by  Albert  to  return  without  delay  to  tlioir  own 
eoontry.    During  their  absence,  John  of  Oostervant, 
son  of  the  Count  of  Holland,  entered  Zi  ulaml,  ravaged 
the  open  country,  threw  down  the  forts,  and  made 
himself  master  of  Schouwen,  Waloheren,  and  South 
Bevel  and ;  and  as  the  Zealanders  sailed  liomewards 
down  the  Waal,  they  recelTed  intelligence  that  Count 
John  had  posted  ships  in  the  mouths  of  the  Lek  and 
Merwe,  to  intercept  their  passage.    They,  therefore, 
landed,  and,  after  an  nnsnccessful  attempt  to  surprise 
Schoonhoven,  retired  to  Flanders,  whence  thev  made 
iiTupticms  from  time  to  time  on  the  coasts  of  Zealand, 
where  they  were  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the 
exiles'.    Tn  the  sunimiT  of  the  next  year,  John  vrvut 
into  Hainault,  leaving  the  government  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  in  the  bands  of  his  brother  Guy  and  his  third 
son,  William,  now  about  fifteen.    He  bad  conferred 
upon  the  .former,  likewise,  the  lordships  of  Amstel  and  1301 
Woerden;  and  this  afforded  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht  a 
pretext  for  attempting  the  recovery  of  these  estates, 
the  loes  of  which  he  snflfered  with  no  small  impatience. 
He  accordingly  marched  towards  Woerden  in  person, 
.   and  laid  waste  the  surrounding  country  with  tire  and 
sword.   Gruy  and  William  were  at  this  time  in  Wal« 

n  Melb  Stoke,  boek  vii.,  bl.  21—25.   Beks  ia  WUhelm.,  p.  102^  103. 
'  Metis  Stoke,  bosk  yii.,  bl.  26-^. 
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cheren,  but  the  burghers  and  people*  of  the  neigh* 

bourliood  assemliled  together  and  prepared  for  the 
defence  of  Amstel  and  Woerden,  as  well  as  the  Bhortr. 
11688  of  the  time  permitted.  Notwithstanding  their 
ettbrts,  however,  the  bishop's  troops  still  outnumbered 
them,  in  the  proportion  of  six  to  one,  which  did  not 
prevent  the  Hollanders  from  invading  the  bishopric, 
in  order  to  transfer  thither  the  seat  of  war,  and  they 
had  advanced  as  &r  as  the  plain  of  Uoogtwoude«  near 
Utrecht,  when  they  found  themselves  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  their  enemies.  Deprived  of  all  means,  of 
retreat^  the  Hollanders  had  no  choice  left  but  to 
conquer:  the  fortune  of  the  hattle  was  decided  by  the 
death  of  the  bishop,  who,  fighting  in  the  foremost 
ranks,  was  struck  down  by  a  blow  from  one  of  the 
heavy  clul»,  used  in  the  warfaio  of  that  period,  the 
soldiers  having  a  superstitious  horror  of  shedding  his 
blood.  This  event  caused  a  general  flight  among  his 
troops,  and  the  Hollanders  were  admitted  without 
opposition  into  the  city  of  Utrecht'.  Guy  of  Haiuault 
arrived  too  late  to  take  any  part  in  the  contest,  but  in 
time  to  })rocure  for  himself  the  election  to  the  see, 
which  he  hiied  during  sixteen  years,  and  by  this  means 
Holland  was  secured  from  furtlier  molestation  from 
that  ([uarter^ 

bhe  was  not,  liowever,  left  without  enemies  to 
combat.   The  Zealand  exiles  not  being  permitted 

•  Melb  Stoke,  boek  TiL,  bl.  S3— 00.   Bcka  in  Wilhclm.,  p.  103. 
«  Idem,  p.  lOS,  100.  UeUs  Sioke,  boek  vii^  hh  63. 


*  The  author  of  the  **  Vaierlandflche  Historie,"  (boek  x.,  p.  Iffl,) 
says,  Uiai  this  defence  vat  made  by  the  noUee  and  towns;  but  lldli  • 
Siok^  from  whom  be  quotes^  attributes  the  principal  share  in  it  to  the 
bui^hets  and  countfy  people^  poorteTs  and  lant  vok,**  and  admires  the 
fidelity  and  courage  dispUyed  by  a  poor  eommonalty,  ^  arme  gemenCa*" 
—boek  Tii.,  bL  66^  60t 
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by  Count  William  to  return  to  their  country,  pre- 
vailed with  Guy,  son  of  the  old  Count  of  Flanders 
who  was  still  a  prisoner  in  France,  to  grant  them  lAtge 
reinforcements  of  meii  and  ships  for  the  ])urposo  of 
inirading  Walcheren«   This  he  was  now  enabled  to  do,  1302 
flinee  an  obetinate  and  deeisiTe  battle  fought  with  the 
French  at  Courtrai,  had  placed  him  in  possession  of 
Flanders,  wbich  thej  were  forced  entirely  to  eYaonate^. 
The  narrow  channel  between  Walclioi  tii  and  Beveland 
was  hiled  with  Menxish  vessels ;  and  Count  Williaui, 
Aen  in  the  fmmer  island,  took  post  at  Amemuyden, 
sending  forward  jiart  of  his  army  to  Veere,  to  oppose 
the  knding  of  the  Flemings.    The  Utter  attacked  the  i30S 
Holland  troops  at  Veere,  when  a  considerable  number 
of  the  Zealanders  goiug  over  to  the  side  of  the 
Flemings,  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  spread 
sneh  consternation  among  the  remainder,  that  they  fled 
with  precipitation  to  Aruemuydeii.    Hither  they  were 
pursued  by  the  enemy,  when  William,  with  great  firm** 
ness  and  coiiraoe,  imidc  a  short  stand  airaiu-t  tliem,  but 
his  army,  being  far  inferior  in  numbers,  wajs  entirely 
defeated,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  Middlebiirg,  which 
city,  totally  unprovided  with  supplies  or  annnunitiou, 
surrendered  with  little  resistance.     Count  William 
escaped  to  Zierikzee,  leaving  Guy  entire  master  of 
Walcheren\    Determined  to  follow  up  his  advantage, 
Guy  endeavoured  to  carry  Zierikzee  by  assault,  but  a 
brave  sally  on  the  part  of  the  burghers  rendered  this 
attempt  abortive ;  and  leaving  sufficient  troops  to  carry 
on  the  blockade,  he  turned  his  steps  towards  Holland, 
where  the  count,  on  his  return  from  Ilainault,  had, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  brother  Guy,  bishop  of 

■  Meyer,  Ann.  Flaml.,  lib.  x.,  ad  ann.  1032,  p.  94. 
*  Meiis  Stoke,  boek  vui.,  LI.  Meyer,  Ann.  fland.,  Ub.  x., 

id  ttin.  laOS,  p.  09. 
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Utrecht,  assembled  a  large  army  at  Sehiedam*.  Boti 

no  sooner  did  the  Flemish  ships  make  tlieir  ap})earaiioc 
in  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Maasb  then  called  tbe 
Widelf,  than  the  Count  of  Holland  opened  negotja- 
tions  for  a  treaty,  whereby  lie  engaged  to  surrender  to 
Flanders  the  whole  of  Zealand,  exc^t  Zieiiksee^ 
which  waa  to  have  no  additional  fortifications.  No 
reason  whatever  can  be  assigned  for  his  making  so 
disgraceful  a  compact,  since  the  troops  had  shown  the 
f^rt'jitcst  alacrity  in  rallying  round  liis  standard,  and 
M  ere  m  eager  to  engage  with  the  Flemings,  that  Jobo 
was  obliged  to  disband  them  before  he  could  proceed 
with  the  negotiations'^ 

Guy  of  Fhinders  did  not  loDg  abide  bj  this  treaty, 
however  adTantageons  to  him.  One  of  it8  proTirioni 
was  to  the  effect  that  either  party  should  give  four 
months*  notice  of  his  intention  to  put  an  end  to  it,  and 
Count  John  falling  sick  late  in  the  autumn,  Guy 
thought  he  could  not  choose  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  renewing  the  war  agamst  him,  and  accord- 
ingly  declared  the  truce  terminated  in  the  November 
following. 

The  count,  unable  from  the  feeble  state  of  Ik 
1304  health  to  undergo  the  slightest  exertion,  i^uneudered 
the  whole  government  of  the  county  into  the  hands  of 
his  son  William  (now  his  heir,  both  the  elder  brothew 

•  WilLehn.  Proc.,  ad  aim,  1303.  McUb  btoke,  bock  viu^  bl.  106-119. 

*  The  old  chroniden  of  Holland  always  speak  of  the  national  armies 
in  this  Togue  manner,  neyer  Ft<atlnLr  iho  numbezaof  wbidi  thejcooiisted; 
it  aHsos,  [jcrhnps,  from  the  difficulty  of  aaoertainiDg  them  exactly,  for 

want  of  a  regular  division  of  the  troops;  the  nohles  appearing  in  the 
fie  ld,  each  at  the  head  of  his  own  vn?f;als,  and  the  citizens  of  the  scvoml 
towns  serving  separately  under  the  atandard  of  the  toivn  to  which  tiiey 
bclon^'cd. 

t  Supposed  to  be  the  channel  between  Voom  and  Putten. — Hu^<ie- 
copcr  op  Stoke,  dceh  m,,  bl.  300* 
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being  dMd,  of  whom  John,  eomit  of  OoBtervant,  vm 

kill^  at  tlie  battle  of  Courtrai)  aud  retired  into  Uai- 
ttmii  finr  the  last  time'. 

The  greatest  zeal  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
under  the  young  Prince  AVilliam,  then  just  eighteen, 
WIS  fiyond  to  penrade  all  lanks  of  men :  the  nobility 

took  the  field  at  tlieir  own  cost,  and  the  towns  volun- 
tarily su|)])lied  double  their  quotas  of  troops,  while  Guy, 
bHhop  of  Utiedit,  brought  to  hia  aid  abraveand  num^ 
rous  body  of  auxiliaries.    With  this  army  William 
embarked  on  board  a  considerable  fleet  of  ships,  with 
the  design  of  intercepting  the  Flemings  on  their  way 
to  Zealand,    But  finding  that  they  Lad  already  landed 
ia  DnyTeland,  with  Count  Guy  and  John  of  Benesse 
■t  tlieir  head,  the  Holland  troops  hastily  left  the 
vessels^,  without  tiie  permission  of  Count  William,  and 
hid  hardly  reached  the  ahore  when  they  were  attacked, 
while  yet  in  disorder,  by  the  Flemings  :  a  severe  battle 
easuedt  in  which  the  Hollanders  sustained  a  total 
defeat :  aereral  of  the  nobility  were  killed,  the  Bishop 
Guy  was  taken  prisoner,  and      illiam  only  aToided 
the  same  fate  by  seeking  refuge  within  the  walls  of 
Zieriksee'.   After  this  Tictoiy,  Guy  of  Flanders  sailed 
to  North  Holland,  where  the  inhabitants,  struck  with 
dismay  at  the  OYorthrow  of  an  amy  on  which  they  had 
TeKed,  and  whose  equipment  had  left  them  nearly 
defenceless;  and  urged,  moreover,  by  the  intrigues 
and  solicitations  of  John  Tan  Renesse,  who  laboured 
incessantly  to  forward  Guy's  interests,  submitted  with 
little  resistance,  and  all  the  towns  in  that  quarter, 
except  Haarlem  reeeiTed  Flemish  garrisons'. 

While  aliairs  were  in  this  troubled  coudition  in  North 

«Meli8  Stokr,  hoek  viii.,  bl.  121—125. 

1  Meliii  Stuk<-,  boek  viii.,  I'l.  126—138.    Bckii  in  Cuul.,  p.  lOG, 
•  Melb  Stoke,  bock  viii.,  bi.  14G,  147*   Bcka  in  GuKl.,  p.  1<)G. 
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Holland,  John  IL,  dnke  of  Brabant,  with  whom  Guy  of 

Flaiider8  had  formed  an  alliance  the  year  before,  in^ed 
South  Holland,  made  himself  master  of  Zevenberg, 
and  Geertmydenberg,  and  sat  down  before  Dordrecht. 
This  ancient  city  was  saved  by  the  valour  of  one  of  its 
citizens,  Nicholas  Tan  Putten,  then  in  command  of  the 
garrison  and  burghers.  After  several  sallies  by  the 
besieged,  the  Brabauters  found  themselves  obliged  to 
retreat  to  Waalwyk,  where,  being  followed  and  attacked 
by  the  Dordrechters,  they  were  defeated  with  great 
slaughter,  and  the  duke,  \vith  the  remainder  of  his 
troops,  lost  no  time  in  making  the  best  of  his  way 
back  to  Bmbanf*. 

Guy  of  Flanders,  meanwhile,  had  marched  without 
check  to  Utrecht,  of  which  he  took  possession.  Nearly 
the  whole  oi  Holland  was  now  overrun  by  Flemisli 
troops;  Zealand,  except  Zierikzee,  subdued;  Count 
John  remained  sick  in  Hainault,  bishop  Guy,  his 
brother,  was  a  prisoner,  and  William  shut  up  in 
Zierikzee*  It  seemed,  indeed,  as  if  the  county  had 
wholly  fallen  a  prey  to  her  ancient  and  inveterate  fbe» 
when  it  was  at  once  set  free  by  one  of  tliose  suddeu 
bursts  of  enthusiastic  eneigy  which  are  characteristic 
of  this  remarkable  people. 

Witte  van  Hamstede,  a  natural  son  of  Florence  V., 
having  sailed  out  of  Zierikzee  in  a  single  vessel,  was 
driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  Zandfbrt,'  and  thence 
proceeded  with  a  few  followers  to  IIa{irlcm,  the  on!y 
town  of  North  Holland  which  had  not  submitted  to 
the  Flemings.  From  hence  he  sent  letters  to  the 
other  towns,  upbraiding  them  with  cow^ardice,  and 
earnestly  exhorting  them  to  resist  to  the  last  their 
insolent  enemies ;  he  himself  being  come,  he  said,  to 

•  Fetrns  Divciu  Aim.  Brab.,  lib.  x.,  ad  ann.  1S03, 1304  Boxhom  in 
Doiditcbt,  p.  106.  Meli9  Stoke,  boek  ym^  bl.  101, 162. 
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ieKfer  Holland  from  Flemish  tyraiinj.  His  call  did 
not  remain  uiiaDSwered :  within  two  days  the  burghera 
of  Deift»  Leyden,  and  Schiedam,  rose  with  one  aocord, 
itew  or  drove  out  the  Flemish  g'arrisons,  and  Xicliula.s 
w  PutteUy  of  Dordrecht>  taking  advautage  of  the 
oeeaaion  to  attack  the  Flemings  in  South  Holland,  the 
comity  in  the  space  of  a  single  week  was  nearly  cleared 
of  ber  iuYaders.  Guy  of  Flanders  was  at  Utrecht  at 
the  time  of  tkia  roTolntion,  and  immediatdy  on  hearing 
the  intelligence,  set  buii  in  a  number  of  cogs  that  were 
lyiog  in  the  Ysael,  and  proceeded  through  Hollands 
Diep  to  the  island  of  Schouwen,  with  the  design  of 
Muprisiug  William  in  Zierikzee;  but,  finding  the 
gmnson  prepared  to  receive  him,  he  retired  by  way  of 
the  Scheldt  into  Flanders^  After  the  departure  of 
the  Fieuiiugs  from  Holland,  William  returned  from 
2iflnkzee  to  Dordrecht,  where  he  was  welcomed  with 
the  most  oxtravaf(ant  joy:  the  citizens  coiimatulated 
€Sich  other  that  he  was  come  to  avenge  their  disgrace ; 
every  hoiiBe  was  illuminated ;  and  the  country  people^ 
on  hearing  of  his  iuiival,  ilocked  in  crowds  to  see  him: 
the  Lord  Witte  van  Hamstede  also  brought  a  cousin 
derftble  force  of  Friezlanders  and  Kemmerlanders  to 
place  at  his  disposal*'. 

The  recovery  of  Holland  was  ere  long  followed  by 
fltti  of  Zealand.  Count  William,  hearing  that  Guy 
^ajj>  preparing  a  fleet  in  Flanders  for  the  reduction  of 
Zieriksee,  sent  to  petition  for  succours  from  Philip  IV. 

France.  Since  the  separation  of  Hainault  from 
Flanders,  the  interests  of  the  former  state  and  those  of 
Prance  had  been  closely  connected.  Philip,  therefore, 
at  the  request  of  his  ally,  sent  sixteen  Genoese  and 
twenty  French  vessels  to  Holland,  under  the  command 

»  Mdis  Stoke^  bode  Tui^     158, 150—174. 
•  Idem,  boek  uc^  bl.  180-*iei. 
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of  Binaldo  di  Grimaldi,  of  Genoa,  commonly  called 
the  Admiral,"  au  otiicer  of  superior  skill  and  expe- 
rience^. 

Hccirinn-  that  a  fleet  was  preparini?  in  France  to 
assist  the  Hollanders,  Guy  ot  Flanders  hastened,  be- 
fore it  was  in  readiness  to  act,  to  lay  siege  to  Zieriksee; 
and  made  several  attempts  to  carry  it  by  assault,  but 
was  constantly  repulsed  by  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants. 
During  the  whole  of  the  siege,  the  women  shared  the 
fatigues  and  danger  ecjually  with  the  men:  they 
canied  the  large  stones  from  the  streets  to  supply  the 
engines  on  the  walls,  and  when  any  fire  occurred,  from 
the  combustible  missiles*  of  the  besiegers,  they  under- 
took to  extinguish  it  alone,  that  the  men  might  not  be 
called  off  from  the  defencec.  Meanwhile  the  French 
fleet  united  with  that  of  Holland  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Mouse;  and  after  being  long  delayed  by  contrary 
winds,  came  within  biglit  of  tlie  Flemish  ships,  eighty 
in  number  f,  lying  in  the  Gouwe,  between  Schouweu 
and  Duyveland,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  August'. 
Here  four  of  the  Holland  vessels  ran  aground  on  the 
sands  not  far  from  Zierikzee ;  in  consequence  of  which, 

4 

^  Velly,  Hi^t.  dc  France,  torn,  vn.,  p.  324. 
•  Melis  Stoke,  botk  ix.,  bL  200, 207. 
'  Idem,  bl.  224—233. 


•  They  were  chiefly  torches  fiisiencd  to  the  end  of  arrows:  but 
simple  as  tliin  weai)on  may  appear,  it  did  gzeat  execution,  as  the  hoiiees 
were  in  genenii  thntcliod  with  >tra\v. 

t  It  is  not  inonti<nK'(l  of  Imw  many  vosscls  tlic  I'rcnch  and  Holland 
fleet  consisted  ;  })iit  it  nuist  liavc  l)Ocn  inferior  to  that  of  Flanders,  sinn- 
the  historian  says  that  '*he  tliinka  it  never  happened  before  tluit  so 
8inall  a  number  should  fight  with  so  a  force."    Melin  Stoke,  hoek 

ix.,  M.  2ol.  He  says  nl^o,  that  the  Fleminei?  were  ten  to  oiu-  on  tho 
ivnter,  and  three  to  one  on  land  ;  hut  this  astoeitioa  f-eems  hardly  worthy 
of  credit.  The  Flemish  historian  of  later  times  tells  us,  on  the  eonlrary, 
that  the  Hollanders  exccllt  d  tlieir  advc  laiiincs  in  lai^e  sliips,  but  that 
their  number  of  small  vcsj>c1»  wa^*  inferior. 
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WilUam  and  the  FreiK-li  admiral  determined  to  delay 
the  engagement  till  tke  following  day.  Hardly  had  they 
come  to  this  resolation,  when  they  perceived  the 
FJemish  ships  advancing  towards  them  in  battle  array: 
w  tbej  drew  nigh,  the  Hollanders,  encouraged  by  a 
diort  and  spirited  address  from  thrir  leader*  with 
kud  shouts  of  "  Holland,  Holland !  Paris,  Paris!"  threw 
a  shower  of  amws  and  stones  among  the  enemy,  which 
the  Fleminnfs  were  not  slow  in  returning.    In  tho 
early  part  of  the  battle  the  latt^  mastered  three  of 
the  Holland  vessels,  and  greatly  annoyed  the  rest  by 
missiles  thrown  from  the  "cokets,"  or  small  stages 
£Ei^^ed  to  their  masts.   Suddenly,  however,  the  mast 
ef  one  of  the  largest  ships,  to  which  a  turret  of  this 
kind  was  attached,  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  and 
fhe  Hollanders,  taking  advantage  of  the  concision,  ran 
alongside,  boarded,  and  took  possession  of  her,  putting 
the  crew  to  the  sword.    At  this  moment  the  four 
Stranded  vessels,  launched  by  the  tide,  came  drifting 
down  upon  the  combatants.    The  sailors,  while  they 
had  been  forced  to  remain  inactive  spectators  of  the 
contest,  bad  prepared  torches  of  dry  wood,  and  tow, 
and  other  combustibles:  tliese  they  now  threw  flaming 
into  the  faces  of  their  adversaries,  and  created  consider- 
able disorder  among  them.   The  fight,  however,  was 
t'ontiiiued  by  moonlight  with  unremitting  iury  until 
past  midni^t,  when  the  victory  proved  decisive  on  the 
fide  of  the  Hollanders;  most  of  the  Flemish  ships 
being  either  captured  or  destroyedf.    Partial  skir- 

*  lastctd  of  the  long  and  somewhat  untimely  orations  which  liisto- 
rians  are  spite  put  into  tlie  mouth  of  their  heroes,  Melis  Stoke  attributes 
to  William  n^erely  these  few  words : — "  Let  us  defend  oui-selves  bravely. 
T  «ee  the  battle  won  :  God  will  crown  him  who  dies  in  heaven,  and  he 
wbo lives  will  be  landed  through  the  whole  world."    Boek  ix.,  M.  251. 

t  Meyer,  i.,  ]>.  104,  gives  the  numbei  capti^ed  as  one  thousand,  but  it 
iiacaicely  credible. 
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inishes  were  renewed  throughout  the  m^ht  with  the 
few  that  remained,  and  early  the  next  uiorniiig  the 
vefisel  which  contained  Count  Guy  was  observed  with 
all  her  sails  up,  endeavouring  to  escape.  Bein^  pre- 
vented by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  Griiuaidi  came  up 
with  her,  and  forced  her  to  dose  combat :  a  limg  and 
destructive  conilict  ended  in  the  capture  of  Count  Guy, 
whom  Grimaldi  carried  prisoner  to  France^.  The 
inhabitants  of  Zierikzee,  unable  from  the  uncertain 
light  to  distiuguibh  the  combatants,  spent  the  night  in 
the  deepest  anxiety :  they  had  come  to  a  determina- 
tion, in  case  their  countrymen  were  defeated,  to  make 
a  general  sally,  women  as  well  as  men,  and  tight  their 
way  as  they  best  might  through  the  camp  of  the 
besiegers^.  On  the  news  of  the  victory  obtained  by 
the  Hoiiandei-s,  the  Flemish  troops  left  the  siege  in 
confosion  and  dismay,  concealing  themselves  for  the 
most  part  among  the  sand-hills  of  Schouwen,.  where 
about  live  thousand  were  made  prisonei*s'. 

The  imprisonment  of  Count  Guy  terminated  the  war 
in  Zealand,  and  W  illiam  was  received  in  Middleburg* 
with  lively  expressions  of  satisfaction  from  ail,  except 
the  partisans  of  Flanders,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
subsequently  quitted  the  city.  The  other  towns  of 
Zealand  speedily  followed  the  example  of  Middleburg, 
and  many  of  the  disafiected  nobles,  upon  a  promise  of 
pardon,  returned  to  their  allegiance,  while  the  more 
zealous  adherents  of  Count  Guy  retired  into  Flanders. 
John  van  Renesse,  the  prime  mover  of  these  disturb- 
ances, was  drowned  with  several  others,  within  a  week 
of  the  battle  of  Zieriksee,  while  attempting  to  cross 
the  Lek  in  a  ferry-boat;  and  thus  the  county  was 

»  Velly,  Hist,  de  France,  torn,  vii.,  p.  325.    Meyer,  Ann.  Fland.,  ad 
ann.  1S04,  p.  103, 101. 
*  Melis  Stoke,  boek      M.  2d2— 272,     •  Idem,  boek  x.,  W.  347—070. 
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entirely  freed  from  its  enemies^.    Count  John  had 

scarcely  received  the  intelligence  of  his  son's  succesap 
when  the  sicknesB  under  which  he  bad  so  long  lan- 

^JTliished  f-arricd  liiiii  to  the  .uriivc,  on  the  L^l^ihI  dI'  tlie 
muQ  month.  John  of  Avennes  was  pioui^  atiabie,  J^^^„ 
htnnane»  and  beneficent ;  but  indolent  and  irresolute ;  13(H 
neghgeut  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  averse 
to  any  kind  of  busineaa;  passionately  fond  of  hunting 
and  hawking,  and  too  much  addicted  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  table;  "be  laughed  in  Ids  very  hearC  says  his 
historian,  when  he  saw  a  joUy  company  assembled 
loond  him*.'' 

William  IlL — ^Although  the  government  of  the 
eoanty  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  William  for 
8ome  time  before  the  death  of  his  father,  he  received 
homage  anew  after  that  event  from  the  nobles  and 
towns"^.  Early  in  the  next  year,  he  repaired  to  the 
court  of  France,  to  fulfil  a  contract  of  marriage  which  130a 
had  been  made  for  him  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father, 
yntii  Joanna,  daughter  of  Charles  of  Valois,  and  niece 
of  King  Philip  IV»* 

Upon  his  arrival  he  found  a  treaty  on  foot  between 
that  country  and  Flanders,  wherein  all  the  allies  on 
both  sides  were  included,  except  himself  in  respect  of 
the  counties  of  Holland  and  Zealand.  He  therefore 
attempted  to  negotiate  a  separate  peace  witli  Robert 
III.,  successor  to  the  county  of  Flanders,  after  the 
death  of  the  old  Count  Guy  in  France,  but  could  not 
succeed  in  obtaining  anything  further  than  a  four  years'  1306 
traced  At  its  expiration,  in  the  summer  of  1310, 
Robert  prepared  to  invade  Uainault  with  a  considerable 

^  Melis  Stoke,  l)oek  x.,  hi,  370—388.         >  Idem,  bl.  303 — 100. 
■  Wil.  l*roc.,  aJ  ann.  1305.  ■  Beka  ia  Guid.,  p.  107. 

•  Me^  er,  aun.  Fknd.,  lib.  ir.,  adann.  1306,  p.  109. 

*  Vide  Note  £^  at  ihe  end  of  the  volume. 
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1310  army.  Count  W'^illiam  collected  a  sufficiently  nume- 
rous body  of  cavalry  to  oppose  hioiy  but  found  himself 
nearly  destitute  of  Infiantry,  since  the  people  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  when  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  Mar, 
pereeiying  probably  that  the  security  of  Holland  was 
Bacrificed  to  the  welfare  of  Hainault,  resolutely  refused 
obedience,  declaring  that  they  had  enough  to  do  in. 
defending  their  own  coasts  from  the  threatened  inva- 
8ion.  William  was  obliged  to  conclude  a  treaty  with 
Robert  on  most  disadvantageous  terms,  agreeing  to 
hold  the  islands  west  of  the  Scheldt  as  a  fief  of 
Flanders;  to  pay  to  Guy,  the  brother  of  Robert, 
(the  same  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  at  Zierikzee,) 
a  yearly  sum  equal  to  the  revenue  of  those  islands^ 
and  to  resign  all  right  to  Waasland  and  the  four 
manorsP. 

Determined  to  abide  by  this  covenant  no  longer 

than  he  was  obliged,  William  readily  joined  Louis  X. 
of  France  in  his  subsequent  invasion  of  Flanders. 

1315  But  the  rains  which  continued  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  campaign  obliged  both  of  the  allies  to  return  to 
their  own  country,  without  having  undertaken  any 
action  of  importance;  and  in  the  next  year  Louis  wns 
succeeded  by  his  brother  Philip  V:,  who  early  showed 
a  disposition  to  come  to  terms  of,  accommodation  with 

1320  Flanders''.  By  the  treatv  made  ])et\veen  Fmnce  und 
Flandei-s,  the  disputes  between  the  latter  and  Holland 
were  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  King  of  France; 
and  accordin<i:ly  an  agreement  was  afterwards  entered 

1323  into  by  the  two  counts,  under  the  mediation  of  Charles 
IV.,  whereby  the  Count  of  Flanders  released  the  Counts 
of  Holland  from  their  homage  for  the  Zealand  Islands ; 

!•  MeviT,  ann.  Flaml.,  lib.  iv.,  ad  aun.  1310,  p.  114. 
>  ]  Wka  iu  Uuid*,  p.  108«  Yilkrot  Coat,  de  Ydly,  torn,  viii.,  p.  43, 
44,  aa,  U4. 
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tnd  WilUam,»on  the  other  hand,  renounced  all  ri^^ht  to 
Most,  Waaslauil,  and  the  four  mauors.  i'uture  differ- 
OMes  mre  to  be  settled  by  the  arbitmtion  of  six  '^iifood 
men/*  chosen  on  each  sidu.  This  treaty  was  confirmed 
hf  the  priocipal  towns  of  Uoilaad,  Uaiuault,  aad 
Flanders'. 

After  the  conclusion  of  this  propitious  i)eace,  which 
pat  a  final  termination  to  the  long  and  desolating  wars 
between  Holland  and  Flanders,  William  strengthened 

iiiiuself  still  further  by  alliances  with  the  families  of 
tibe  principal  sOYereigns  of  Europe.  Ue  himself  was 
imited  to  the  first  cousin  of  the  reigning  King  of 
Fiance,  and  in  this  year  his  daughter  Margaret  became  1324 
the  wife  of  Louis  of  BaTaria»  emperor  of  Germany. 
The  marriage  of  his  younircr  daughter  Philijjpa,  though 
n^otiated  under  less  promising  auspices,  proved,  in  the 
seqnel,  an  alliance  no  less  honourable  than  advantageous 
to  lioliaad. 

Edward  II.,  king  of  England,  upon  the  pacification 
between  that  country  and  France  in  1298,  had  been 
married  to  Isabella,  daughter  of  Philip  IV.;  but  from 
his  deficienqr  in  courage  and  talent,  as  well  as  his  vreak 
sobserviency  to  contemptible  fevourites,  he  foiled  in 
securing  the  love  or  esteem  of  the  princess.  She  was 
now  at  the  court  of  her  brother  Charles  IV.,  whither  1325 
she  had  gone  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements 
concerning  the  homage  due  for  the  county  of  Guienne^ 
bat  prolonged  her  stay  with  a  view  of  forming  a  party 
to  deprive  the  huslmnd  she  detested  of  the  crown,  and 
to  place  it  on  the  head  of  her  son.  Charles  IV.,  though 
be  was  said  to  encourage  secretly  the  design  of  Isabella, 
yet,  dreading  a  wdv  w  ith  England,  publicly  refused  her 
any  countenance  or  assistance,  and  even  commanded 

'  Mi  yer,  ann.  I'laad.,  lib.  xii.,  ad  aim.  1022,  p.  124.   Yillaret  Cont. 
d»  Velly,  torn,  viii^  p.  135. 
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her  to  leave  the  kingdom ;  it  therefore  became  necessary 

to  look  to  eouie  quarter  from  whence  she  could  receive 
speedy  and  efficient  aid.  Such,  William  of  HoUaad 
seemed  the  most  likely  to  afford ;  and,  in  order  to  gain 
Lis  support,  Isabella  opened  negotiatious  for  a  marriage 
between  her  eldest  son  Edward,  heir  apparent  to  the 
crown,  and  Philippa,  second  daughter  of  the  count*. 
1326  Shortly  after,  she  repaired  in  person  toUainault,  where 
she  interested  John  de  Beaumont,  brother  of  Count 
William,  so  successfully  in  her  cause,  that  ho  raised  a 
Ixxly  of  three  hundred  lances*  for  her  serviced  The 
Holland  troops  set  sail  in  company  with  the  Queen 

from  Doidrcclit,  and,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  found 
a  large  m^ority  of  the  nation  so  disgusted  with  the 
government  of  the  court  fayourites,  that  scarcely  an 
eftbrt  was  niade  in  defence  of  the  sovereign.  The 
young  prince  was  proclaimed  king  by  the  name  of 
Edward  III.,  and  within  a  short  time  after  sent  to 
Holland  to  demand  his  promised  bride ;  but  on  account 
of  the  youth  of  the  parties,  and  that  their  too  near 
relationship  made  it  necessary  to  procure  a  dispensa- 
tion from  the  Pope,  which  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  in  obtaining,  the  marriage  was  not  concluded 
till  the  year  1328,  when  William  himself  went  over  to 
be  present  at  the  ceremony*. 

As  this  connection  led  the  Count  of  Holland  to 
mingle  in  the  political  affairs  of  England,  so  did  that 
oi  hits  daughter  Margaret  involve  him  in  the  discords 
then  prevailing  between  the  Emperor  Louis  VII.  and 

*  Rym.  F<Bd.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  150.  Jobnes's  Fruissuit,  cliap.  G7.  {i£^U 
ISOB.)   Rym.  Peed.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  168. 

*  liym.  Feed.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  271.  JohneflTs  FroiastH^  chap.  8, 12. 

*  ActaFub.  Aogl.,  torn,  u.,  par.  ii.,  p.  712,  714.   Rym,  Feed.,  tom. 
iv,,  p.  SIS.   FroiSBirt,  chap.  10, 18. 

•  Eadi  lance  consisting  of  ton  men. 
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the  Pope.  A I  tlie  same  time  with  Louin  of  Bavaria, 
Frederick  of  Austria  bad  been  elected  emperor ;  aud 
iriiile  the  success  of  flie  contending  parties  remained 
doubtful.  Pope  John  XXIL,  \vho  bupeti  to  prolit 
by  the  weakness  and  dissensions  of  Germany,  and 
thereby  to  render  Italy  independent  of  the  empire, 
had  never  in  the  slightest  degree  interfered  between 
them\  But  no  sooner  had  Louis  consolidated  his 
authority  by  the  defeat  mid  Imprisonment  of  his  rival, 
than  John  nut  only  claimed  the  right  of  judging 
and  deciding  on  the  validity  of  the  election*  but 
declared  that  the  ad luinist ration  of  the  empire  mean- 
while belonged  to  the  Holy  See;  and  commanded 
Lonis^  nnder  pain  of  exeommnnication,  to  desist  from 
the  exercise  of  the  imperial  office,  until  his  election 
had  been  ratified  by  the  Pope.  Finding  that  this 
mandate  had  no  effect  on  the  emjieror,  John  declared 
liim  excommunicated  and  deprived  of  \m  hoiioui*s  and 
d]fnitieB»  absolving  from  their  oath  all  such  as  had 
sworn  allegiance  to  liini.  The  emperor,  in  his  turn, 
appealed  from  the  seuteuce  of  the  Pope  to  a  general 
Connctl  of  the  Church^. 

But  it  was  in  Italy  that  this  contest  remained 
actually  to  be  decided ;  there  the  Papal  and  Imperial 
factions  of  Gnelf  and  Ghibelline  were  at  their  height, 
ainl,  as  it  seemed,  nearly  equally  powerful.  The  republics 
of  Floience,  Sienna»  Pemgia,  and  Bologna,  with  other 
smaller  states,  belonged  to  the  former;  while  Milan, 
Pisa,  Piaceuza,  and  Panna,  adiiered  to  the  side  of  the 
emperor;  and  the  small  republic  of  Lucca,  imbued 
with  a  >t length  not  its  own  hy  the  govennnent  of  tlie 
illustrious  Castruccio  Castracani,  was  now  the  rallying 
point  of  the  Ghibellines.   Louis^  on  the  eve  of  an 

"  Herman.  Corner.  Col.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  992, 
•  Vitodunuu  Cbron.  Co].|  torn,  i*,  p,  1791* 
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expedition  into  Italy,  without  money,  and  with  a  suite 

of  no  more  than  six  hundred  horse,  summoned  the 

1327  Count  of  Holland  to  bis  assistance,  not  only  as  kis 
lather-in-law,  but  as  a  member  of  the  empire**.  Wil- 
liam, associating  with  himself  the  Count  of  Cloves  and 
Juliers,  and  the  Count  of  Guelderland,  assembled  all 
the  troops  he  could  muster,  and  had  even  begun  his 
march  to  Italy,  when  a  message  from  the  Pope,  threat- 
ening him  with  excommunication,  if  he  lent  any  aid  to 
the  enterprise  oi^  Louis,  induced  him  to  alxindon  his 
design;  probably  his  own  disinclination,  and  that  of 
the  greater  portion  of  the  nobles,  rendered  him  glad  to 
avail  himself  of  this  pretext  for  so  doing^.  The 
emperor,  supported  principally  by  the  talents,  influence, 
and  military  skill  of  Castracani,  triumphed  over  the 

1328  Guelf  faction,  and  on  the  17th  of  January  was  crowned 
with  his  wife^  Margaret  of  Holland,  at  Borne,  by  the 
Bishops  of  Gastello  and  Oleria,  the  Pope  being  then 
resident  at  Avignon^  As  the  em])erors,  however, 
were  accustomed  to  receive  the  imperial  crown  fromf 
the  hands  of  the  Pope,  Louis  was  aware  that  he  could 
only  give  the  appearaiu  i  of  validity  to  this  ceremony 
by  pronouncing  the  Holy  See  vacant:  he  therefore 
siunmoned  a  general  assembly  of  the  clergy  at  Ronie, 
in  which  he  declared  John  deposed  as  a  heretic  deserv- 
ing of  death;  and,  in  a  second  assembly,  ])rocured  the 
election  of  Peter  Rainahicci  Corvaria  in  his  stead,  who 
assumed  the  name  of  Nicholas  V^   But  the  want  of 

■  Wil.  Proc.,  ad  ann.  1327.   Beka  in  Johan.,  dd.,  p.  110* 
y  Joban.  ^  Leid,Clizoii.  Belg.,  lib.  xxvii.,  cap.  24. 

*  Vide  Letter  of  the  Empress  Margaret  to  the  Abbot  of  fjgmondy  in 
Wil.  Fkoo.,  ad  onn.  1829.  Herm.  Cor.,  col*  11.,  p.  1082, 

•  Vltod.  Chion.,  ool.  i.,  p,  17S4, 1795, 


♦  Tl»is  is  the  only  time  that  T  reiiu'inhor  to  hav  e  attn  military  bcrvico 
demanded  of  the  Counts  of  Hoilaud^  m  YaimU  of  the  empire. 
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Bumej  to  pay  his  troops,  and  tlie  death  of  his  chief 
snpporter,  Castraoani,  compelled  the  emperor  to  desert 
the  new  Pope,  and  return  to  Gemany,  when  William  1329 
of  iloiland  applied  his  utmost  endeaYours  to  reconcile 
him  with  Pope  John,  and  even  mudertook  a  voyage  to 
the  Papal  court  for  that  purpose.  He  had  advanced  to 
within  three  days'  journey  of  Avignon,  when  John  1390 
refbfled  either  to  treat  with  or  to  see  him»  and 
he  returned  ancfry  and  disappointed  to  Holland:  nor 
were  his  8ubse<][uent  eftbrts  to  this  ellect  attended  with 
any  better  succeas,  since  the  empire  and  the  Holy  See 
were  never  reconciled  during  the  lifetime  of  Louis^. 

The  county  of  Holland  gained,  under  the  admuiis- 
tration  of  William,  a  considerable  accession  of  territoiy 
by  the  subjection  of  Friezland.  According  to  the 
timty  of  1165,  made  between  Holland  and  Utrecht, 
diey  were  to  divide  equally  the  government  and 
revenues  of  this  province:  but  since  that  time  both 
tJie  counts  and  the  bishops,  being  in  general  fully 
ooenpied  in  other  matters,  had  left  the  Friezhnders 
nearly  unmolested  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  native 
independence.  Now,  however,  the  state  of  the  bishopric 
presented  to  Count  William  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  securing  to  himself  the  sole  authority  over  Friez- 
land«  John  III.,  the  present  bishop,  had  pledged  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  states  to  the  Count  of 
Holland  for  the  loan  of  eleven  thousand  livres  tour- 1327 
nois,  and  in  a  little  time  had  accumulated  debts  so 
enomious,  that  the  whole  of  his  revenues,  except  two 
thousand  livres,  were  mortgaged  to  William  and  his 
other  creditors^  By  this  means  the  influence  of  the 
Count  of  Holland  became  absolute  even  \vithin  the 
limits  of  the  diocese :  still  less,  then,  might  the  bishop 

*  Wa.  I'roc.,  ad  ann.  1330. 

<  BflkA  ia  4ohm  iii.,  pp.  114, 115.  Wil,  Froc.^  td  tarn.  1327. 
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venture  to  oppose  any  design  he  should  fonn  ii|i;8iiist 

his  more  distant  possessions:  and  all  inclination  to 
resist  was  taken  from  the  Friezlaoders  themselves  by 
the  presence  of  a  powerful  fleet  of  Holland  ships  in  the 
Zuyderzee.  They  consented,  therefore,  to  become 
vassals  of  Count  William  by  snrrendering  their  estates, 
to  receive  them  back  again  ns  fiefs  of  Holland,  and 
that  he  alone  should  appoint  sdiouts,  sheriSs^  and 
other  officers  in  Friezland.  They  did  him  homage  by 
Llcvati]iii  liim  on  men's  shoulders,  standing  on  a  shield  ; 
a  custom  tnui»mitted  by  the  ancient  Germans,  and  long 
after  preserved  amongst  them^.  They  appear  to  have 
submitted  peaceably  to  his  authority  as  long  ay  he 
lived. 

Notwithstanding  this  acquisition,  the  domestie 

affairs  of  William's  goveiument  by  no  means  corre- 
sponded to  the  brilliancy  of  his  foreign  administration. 
The  disproportioned'  expenses  of  his  court,  caused  prin* 
cijially  by  an  excessive  love  he  manifested  for  tourna- 
ments; the  marriage  of  his  daughters,  on  which  occasion 
the  counts  were  accustomed  to  make  ''petitions,*'  or 
Beden,  as  they  were  called,  to  the  toM  ns,  togethei*  with 
his  frequent  joumeys»  cost  the  country  sums  so  im- 
mense as  to  excite  the  astonishment  and  discontent  of 
the  frugal  Hollanders,  and  involved  him  in  altercations 
with  the  Kemmerlanders,  which,  had  his  authority  been 
less  respected,  might  have  proved  as  injurious  to  him 
as  the  revolts  of  the  VV  est  Friezlauder»  had  been  to 
some  of  his  predecessors.    On  one  occasion,  when 
William,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  countv,  de- 
manded in  j>erson  a  ''petition"  of  the  Keimnerianders, 
they  replied,  that  they  would  consent  to  pay  it  only  on 
condition  tliat  the  connt  would  sign  a  certain  charter 
of  privileges^  which  they  presented  to  him.    On  his 

*  Johim.  a  Lcyd,,  lib.  xxvii^  cap.  20.   Tacit.  UbU,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  15. 
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refusal,  tboy  porsiKted  in  withhohling  the  subsidy,  and 
William  withdrew  ia  anger  to  the  Ua^^e,  whither  he 
fliiortiy  after  saminoned  the  deputies  from  Kern- 
merland  before  the  council,  or  bupreme  court  of 
Holland.  Here  they  offered  to  increase  nsfold  the 
man.  required  of  them^  proTided  the  count  would  accept 
their  conditions;  but,  so  far  from  yielding  to  their 
solicitations,  he  deprived  them  even  of  those  immuni- 
ties which  they  already  enjoyed,  and  had  purchased 
**with  infinite  cost  and  pains;  their  sheriffs  and  burgo- 
masters being  imprisoned  on  a  single  word  from  the 
count*."  The  privileges  of  the  towns,  it  is  evident, 
stood  even  yet  on  a  very  insecure  foundation. 

The  Dordrechters^  in  all  probability^  were  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  libenilly  the  demands  of  the  count, 
^duce  William  granted  them  freedom  tnnn  tolls 
through  the  whole  county,  and  extended  still  further 
the  staple  right  they  already  enjoyed  %  ia  prejudice  of 
the  ancient  privileges  of  the  other  towns.  The  people 
of  Dordrecht  exercised  their  rights  with  so  little 
restraint,  and  with  so  many  acts  of  extortion,  that  they 
not  cmlj  roused  the  hostility  of  the  whole  of  North 
Holland,  but  excited  the  anger  of  the  count  himself, 
their  principal  defender.  He  cunmuuided  a  general 
fevy  against  them»  the  tidings  of  which  reduced  them 
to  speedy  submission ;  they  were  deprived  of  all  their 
later  privileges,  and  had  no  small  difficulty  in  retaining 
tboae  which  they  before  possessed'. 

William,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  was 
grievouisly  tormented  and  enfeebled  by  the  gout^: 
]ret  his  helpless  condition  did  not  prevent  his  es- 

Wil.  Proc.,  ad  aim.  1324. 
'  lUcin,  1325,  1320.  »  Idem,  1332. 


•  The  ])rivilege  t>f  liavine  nil  mcrchuinii/o  brought  up  or  duwu  the 
Ltk  ami  Mcrwe  exposeil  lor  bale  lust  lu  their  city. 
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pottsing  actively  the  cause  of  his  son-in-law,  Edwaid 

of  England,  now  about  to  enforce  hi«  imaginary  cUims 
to  the  crown  of  France.  lie  induced  the  Duke  of 
Brabant,  the  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  and  the  Maiqos 
of  Juliers,  to  enter  into  the  alliance  with  Eno^laiul,  and 
j337  he  himself  engaged  to  furnish  the  king  with  one  tbou^ 
sand  men  at  arms,  at  his  own  cost,  who  should  mnain 
a  year  in  his  service;  and,  in  case  of  necessity  this 
subsidy  was  to  be  increased  by  a  like  number^  to  be 
j)aid  by  the  king  from  the  time  he  landed  in  the 
Netherlands,  Edward,  on  his  side,  agreed  to  aiiow 
the  count,  and  his  son  the  Count  of  Zealand,  the 
yearly  stipend  of  six  thousand  livres,  in  lieu  of  the 
annuity  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed  from  the  King  of 
France;  and  that  Greyecceur,  St.  Alliges,  and  St. 
►Surpetli,  in  the  Cambresis,  should  remain  in  possesion 
of  the  Count  of  Zealand,  who  bound  himself  to  fulfil 
the  obligations  of  this  treaty  after  his  father^s  deaths 
Scarcely  a  fortnight  elapsed  from  the  time  of  its 
signature  when  this  event  occurred.  Worn  out  by  his 
infirmities,  the  old  count  expired  at  Valenciennes,  on 
the  7th  of  June,  leaving  one  sou,  William,  who  suo- 
coeded  him,  and  four  daughters^  Margaret,  empress  of 
Germany,  Philippa,  queen  of  England,  Joanna,  married 
to  the  Count  of  Juliers^  And  Elizabeth^ 

William,  besides  the  appellation  of  Good,  or  Pious, 
added  to  liis  name,  was  termed  the  Master  of  Knights 
and  the  Chief  of  Princes;  he  vFas  brave  in  war, 
ail'able  to  bis  siil)jects,  strict  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  his  reputation  for  valour  and  sagacity 
stood  so  high,  that  Germany,  France,  and  England 
eagerly  courted  his  alliance^.  Yet  was  his  government 

»» ^ AcU  Pub.  AngL,  torn,  ii,,  par.  2,  pp.  928, 956, 970, 971, 972-  RMS' 
aart,  vol.  i.,  chap.  27. 
*  Beka  in  Johan.,  iii.,  pp.  115, 107* 
^  Frobsart/  to1«    chap.  28*  Beka  in  Jolian.,  p.  116. 
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nol  ultoo^ether  a  happy  one  for  Holland  :  hv  depressed 
the  xmng  iudustry  of  tlie  towo^  by  tlie  demand  of 
eooiBKHis    petitions,"  to  supply  a  lavish,  and  often 
nnnecessary  expenditure;  and  he  is  accused  of  sacri- 
ficing Uie  interests  of  UoUand  to  those  of  Hainault,  or, 
as  his  contemporary  historian  expresses  it,  '^forsaking 
the  frnitfiil  Leah  for  the  more  beautiful  BachelV* 
Added  to  this,  be  was  negligent  of  tbe  commeroial 
interests  of  his  subjects,  since,  althouofh  Edward  III. 
forbad  tlie  exportation  of  wools  from  England*,  and 
gave  special  permission  to  the  Brabanters  to  purchase 
them  in  that  country,  while  he  encouraged  the  cloth 
manu&cturers  of  Zealand  to  settle  and  carry  on  their 
trade  in  bis  dommionSi  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Count  of  Holland  offered  the  sli«rhtest  mnonstrance 
sgainst  these  acts,  though  so  iivfurious  to  the  manu- 
factures of  the  county"'.    lie,  however,  effected  a  mea- 
sure of  great  advantage  to  Holland,  by  incori)orating 
with  it  tbe  lordships  of  Amstel  and  Woerden  after 
the  death  of  his  uncle,  Guy,  bishop  of  Utrecht;  and 
from  tbis  time  may  be  dated  the  rise  of  tbe  celebrated 
city  of  Amsterdam^. 

The  famine  and  plague  which  desolated  the  greater 
porticm  of  Europe  in  tbe  early  part  of  tbis  century, 
Tisited  Holland  with  equal  severity,  but  witli  less  fatal 
elfects,  owing  to  the  shortness  of  its  duration :  within 
a  Tery  few  months  after  the  scarcity  bad  reached  its 
greatest  height,  the  country,  owing  to  plentiful  crops, 

»  Wil.  Ptoc.,  ad  ann.  1323. 

«  Acta  Pub.  Ang.,  torn,  ii^  par,  2,  j^k  940,  971, 

*  Johan,  4  Leid.,  lib.  aexvii.,  cap.  13. 


*  Tlie  prohibition  was  aftorwavdB  t^ken  off,  but  the  trade  continued 
gubject  to  many  Testnetions.  Acta  pub.,  torn,  ii.,  par.  2,  )>p.  1322, 1158, 
1 225.  The  ataple  of  wool  was  at  length  (13G2,)  fixed  at  C^hiis,  Bapin, 
Hut«  Eng.,  book  s.,  p.  137. 
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and  the  importation  of  corn  from  the  Baltic,  which 

now  began  to  increase  considerably,  was  blessed  witli 
such  abundance^  that  the  price  of  rye»  a  grain  much 
used  by  the  people  in  their  manufacture  of  bread,  fell 
from  fifteen-pence  to  three-pence  iialfpeuuy  the  bushel^. 

i337  WiLUAM  IV.— The  first  act  of  William's  goyem- 
ment  was  to  renew  tlie  treaty  made  by  his  father  with 
Edward  of  England,  stipulating  tliat»  if  summoned  by 
the  emperor,  his  vicar  or  lieutenant,  to  defend  the 
Ixunidiirics  of  the  empire,  lie  would  su])ply  one  thousand 
men  at  arms»  to  be  paid  by  the  king,  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  Florentine  guilders,  or  forty-five  shillings,  a 
month,  each  man:  and,  in  case  of  necessity,  the  count 
should  levy  one  thousand  additional  men  at  arms  for 
the  king*8  service :  besides  the  expenses  of  the  troops, 
Edward  was  to  ])ay  the  count  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  sterling^.  The  inmaense  sacrifice  at 
which  Edward  purchased  the  alliance  of  the  princes  of 
the  Netherlands  cannot  fail  to  excite  our  astonishment, 
and  events,  in  &ct,  proved  tliat  he  rated  it  far  above  its 

1^  value.  On  the  kiiig's  arrival  at  Antwerp,  he  found 
how  irreparable  was  the  loss  he  had  sustained  in  the 
old  county  his  father-in-law,  the  centre  and  soul  of  the 
confederacy;  since  the  allies  now  came  to  an  unanimous 
resolution,  that  they  could  not  engage  in  war  against 
France  without  the  command  of  the  emperor,  the  liege 
lor<l  of  the  pjcater  portion  of  them.  Edward  iiiiuie- 
diately  despatched  the  Count  of  Juliers  to  the  imperial 
court,  and  through  the  influence  of  the  Empress 
Margaret,  his  wife's  sister,  o]>t;iined  the  title  of  vicar- 
general  of  the  empire*,  and  the  privilege  of  coining 

•  WMl.  Proc,  nd  aun.  lol4.    Belca  in  Jolmn,  p,  109. 
,  *  AcUi,  i^ub.  Aug.,  toiii.  ii,,  iHii\  2,  p.  984. 

•  The  Karl  of  <  Jm  lJerland  was  cmUtil  a  duke  oii  this  ocnsioD.~li«nu. 
Cur.,  Col.  ii.,  p.  U>o4. 
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money  in  that  qiuility.    The  ein})eror,  likewise,  ad- 
ih-essed  letters  to  the  towns  of  Holland, commandinjf 
and  admoniBbing''  them  to  furnish  readily  their  quotas  1338 
of  aniied  men  for  the  count^s  service''. 

Thus  satisfied,  the  sllied  armies  united  with 
Edward  to  lay  siege  to  Cambray ;  but»  finding  that  its 
reduction  would  prove  a  Mork  of  time,  the  king  broke 
up  the  si^;e  and  began  his  march  towards  Picardy. 
Thither  the  Count  of  Holland  refused  to  follow  him, 
asserting  that,  being  a  vassal  of  the  King  of  Fmnce, 
in  respect  of  Hainault,  he  was  bound  rather  to  defend 
than  assist  in  invading  his  dominions.  Edward,  out  of 
revenge,  took  his  way  through  Hainault,  which  suffered 
grievously  from  the  passage  of  his  troops.  As  this  was 
in  direct  violation  of  a  promise  made  by  the  king,  not 
to  allow  Hainault  to  sustain  any  injury,  William  iuinie- 
diately  joined  the  Fi-ench  camp  at  Vironfosse.  The 
two  armies  separated  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
without  having  come  to  any  engagenK'nt^ 

In  the  next  year,  the  Count  of  Holland,  exasperated  1339 
at  the  circumstance  of  Philip's  having  given  the  oflBcers 
of  the  French  army  permission  to  ^ujiply  theniseives 
with  provisions  and  money  by  plundering  his  territories, 
again  returned  to  the  English  alliance,  and  declared 
war  against  France,  which  he  now  invaded,  and  took 
.  some  places  of  small  note;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
county  of  Hainault  was  cruelly  ravaged  by  the  French 
troops,  under  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  laid  siege 
to  Thyn  TEveque.  The  count,  anxious  to  preserve 
this  fortress,  besought  the  assistance  of  King  Edward, 
then  in  England.  In  compliance  with  the  solicitations 
of  his  ally,  Edward  embarked  on  the  22nd  of  June  at 

«  Froiaswt,  vol.  L,  ch.  31, 33.  Beka  in  Johan.,  iii.,  p.  1 15.  Boxhom, 
Thcat  Urb.  HoU.,  p.  133. 
'  Ffoianrt,  vol.  i.,  di.  37, 30, 41.  Acta  Pub.,  torn,  li.,  par.  2,  p.  1068. 
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Dover,  and  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet  of  one 

hundred  aud  twenty  large,  besides  numerous  smaller 
vessels^  near  Slays.  It  does  not  appear  that  eitiier 
William  or  the  Hollanders  had  any  share  in  the  signal 
victory  gained  by  the  English  and  Flemish  on  this 
occasion;  but  the  count  was  present  at  a  meeting  of 
the  confederates  subsequently  held  at  Vilvoorden, 
where  the  siege  cf  Toumay  was  resolved  on,  and 
attended  the  kmg  thither  at  the  head  of  a  powecful 
and  well-equipped  body  of  cavalry  from  Holland  and 
Zealand.  He  did  not,  however*  remain  with  the  kings 
camp  during  the  whole  of  the  siege,  but  employed  hii 
troops  iu  gaininsf  possession  of  Mortaigae,  St.  Amaud, 
and  some  other  small  towIIS^ 

While  Edward  was  engaged  in  this  enterprise^ 
Joanua,  countess-dowager  of  Holland,  his  mother-iu- 
1340  law,  sister  to  the  French  King,  interposed  her  good 
offices  between  the  belligerent  powers,  and  a  trace  for 
nine  niunths  wan  brought  about  by  her  mediaiioii, 
which  was  afterwards  prolonged  for  two  years*. 

It  has  been  before  mentioned,  that  the  finances  of 
the  see  of  Utrecht  were  reduced  to  so  dilai>i«.lated  a 
condition,  that  the  bishop,  John  III.,  had  been  forced 
to  alienate  nearly  the  whole  of  his  revenues.  His 
successor,   John  van  Arkel,  had,  on  the  contrary, 
managed  his  affairs  so  well,  that  within  a  short  time 
after  his  succession,  he  redeemed  the  whole  of  Overyssel, 
pledged  to  the  Duke  of  Guelderland ;  and,  iu  order  to 
live  with  more  frugality,  he  withdrew  to  GrenoUe^  ; 
leaving  his  brother^  Robert  van  Arkel,  protector  of  the  | 
bishopric  in  liis  absence.    Whether  because  the  Couui  j 
of  Holland  himself  expected  this  trust,  or  upon  some 
other  ground  of  offimce,  he  declared  war  against 

*  Froisnrt,  chap*  48—40, 51, 52, 69.  Hem.  Cor.,  ool.  ii.,  p.  1017. 

*  Froissart,  vol.  i.^  chi^.  62.  Hem.  Cor.,  coL  11.,  p.  1058. 
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Utredit  immediately  after  the  bishop's  departure,  and 

laid  siege  to  the  city  with  an  ami)  cumpused  of  one 
(kka  (probablj  of  Brabaut),  tbirtem  eountSi  fifty-two 
imm,  thirteen  hondred  Icnights,  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  choice  troops lie  had  remained  six  weekis 
before  the  town,  wb^  be  was  induced  by  bia  unole, 
iotm  de  Beaumonit,  to  conebide  a  Iruee,  to  which  he  1345 
eoDi?ented  only  on  condition  that  four  hundred  citizens 
atioald  sue  for  pardon,  kneeling  before  bim,  barefoot 
ifed  bardieaded,  and  that  he  should  receive  a  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  Flemish  for  the  expences  of 
the  war"".  When  we  call  to  mind  the  termination  of 
a  like  siege  in  1138,  we  cannot  help  being  struck  with 
the  rast  cliange  which  had  taken  place  in  the  relative 
situation  of  ih»  count  and  bishop. 

From  Utrecht,  William  returned  to  Dordrecht, 
whence  be  sailed  shortly  after  to  the  Zui  derzee,  for 
Oia  porpofle  of  chastising  the  Fiiezlandera,  wfao^  irri- 
tited  by  his  continual  and  heavy  exactions,  had  taken 
uj)  arms  against  him.  A  stona  separating  his  ships, 
the  tioops  were. forced  to  land  in  smaU  bodies  in 
4iiBBmit  parts  of  the  country;  the  Friezlanders  attack- 
ing them  while  thus  divided,  slew  three  thousand  seven 
himdred;  and  the  count  bimsel^  with  some  of  his 
nobility,  hemg  surrounded  by  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy,  was  killed  exactly  on  the  spot  where  the  ancient 
^vereigns  of  Friezland  were  accustomed  to  hold  their 
MTpreme  court  ^.  He  left  no  children  by  bis  wife, 
Joiiima  of  Brabant.  Slie  afterwards  married  Wences- 
laufi,  count  of  Luxemburg,  into  whose  family  she 
btonght  the  rich  dudiy  of  Brabant** 

•  Beka  in  Johan.,  iv.,  p.  117,  118. 

•  Herm.  Cor.,  col.  ii.,  p.  1069.   Beka  in  Johan.,  iv.,  p.  118. 

•  V ;  t .  CI  I  roTi eoK  L,  p.  1913.  Beka  in  Johan.,  iv.,  p.  118.  Froiasart, 

▼ol.  ii.,  (Imp.  1  la. 
*■  Johan.  a  Leid«,  lib.  xxix.^  cap.  4. 
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William  was  the  first  Coont  of  Holland  vho  re- 
sumed the  imperfect  tiefs  which  devolved  to  the  county 
in  de&uit  of  direct  heirs,  and  divided  them  auiongi^t 
his  "vassals,  instead  of  granting  them  to  one  of  the 
nearest  collateral  heii-s,  upon  payment  of  a  rc^asonable 
pricey  as  his  predecessors  were  accustomed  to  do^^. 

It  is  under  the  government  of  this  count»  also,  that 
we  meet  with  the  first  mention  of  luaiis.  To  enable 
him  to  cany  on  the  war  with  Utrecht,  he  urged  the 
towns  of  Holland  and  Zealand  to  lend  him  a  sunor 
equivalent  to  three  lunidrcd  pounds  of  our  money, 
promising  not  to  levy  any  more  petitions  till  this  debt 
were  paid.  The  towns  made  it  a  condition  of  their 
compliance,  that  he  should  grant  them  new  privileges, 
and  required  that  the  nobles  should  become  surety  for 
hhn*. 

Margaret. — William  living  ^\ithout  issue,  his 
nearest  heirs  were  his  four  sisters ;  and  as  the  county 
had  always  been  an  undivided  hereditary  state,  it 
appeared  naturally  to  devolve  on  Margaret  the  eldest. 
Edward,  king  of  England,  however,  tlie  husband  of 
Philippa,  the  second  daughter  of  William  III^  put  in 
his  claim  to  a  share  of  the  inheritance,  and  appointed 
Otho,  lord  of  Cuyck,  John  de  Clynton,  and  Adam  de 
ShareshuU,  to  amnge  the  terms  of  the  division*. 

As  the  Emperor  Louis  considered  himself  entitled 
to  the  whole  of  the  states^  whether  as  husband  of  the 
elder  daughter^  or  as  suzerain  of  a  fief  escheated  to 
the  empire  on  failure  of  direct  heirs,  he  delayed  not  to 

J  riiil.  a  Li-'id.  de  Cura  Reip.,  cap.  81),  p.  276. 
«  Brief  van  Willem  FV.,  in  Jnii  van  Ilout,  p.  2^, 
*  Acta  Pub.  Ang^  touu  iii.,  par.  1,  p.  65,  80. 


*  This  must  not  bo  eonfouiided  with  tho  relief^  wMdt  was  pai^  by  all 
heirs  on  coming  into  poaseaaion  of  a  fief. 
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invefit  his  wife  with  the  titles  of  Countess  of  Holland, 
Zealand,  Friezland»  and  Hainault.    In  spite  of  the 
rigorous  season,  Maf^garet  repaired  in  the  month  of 
Jauuarj  to  Holland,  to  secure  herself  in  i)ossesbiou  of  ^346 
her  states  before  the  King  of  England  could  gain  a 
footing  there.   The  people  took  adTantage  of  her 
aiLxiety  to  be  acknowledged,  to  obtain  some  desired 
rights  and  immmiities^  of  which  the  most  important 
was  the  engagement  she  entered  into  for  herself  and 
her  successors,  never  to  undertake  a  war  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  county,  unless  with  consent  of  the  no* 
bles,  commons,  and  "  good  towns  ;**  and  if  she  did  so, 
uoue  should  be  bound  to  serve  except  by  their  own 
&Toar  and  freewill  ^    She  was  then  unanimously  ac^ 
knowledo-od  hy  all  the  members  of  the  state,  but 
shortly  atter  recalled  by  her  husband  to  Bavaria.  As 
Lonis^  the  eldest  son  of  the  emperor,  had  resigned  his 
right   to  tlie  successions  she  sent  her  second  son, 
William,  then  in  early  youth,  to  take  the  administra- 
tion of  affiurs  during  her  absence,  surrendering  to  him  1347 
Holland,  Zealand,  Friezland,  and  Hainault,  and  re- 
taining for  herself  merely  a  pension  of  ten  thousand  old 
crowns.    After  the  death  of  the  emperor,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  October  of  1347,  Margaret,  finding  that 
William  was  either  unable  to  pay,  or  purposely  with- 
held this  trifling  annuity,  and  irritated  at  his  breach  of 
faith,  returned  to  Holland,  and  re&uniing  the  govern- 
ment, obliged  William  to  retire  into  Hainault^*  He 
did  not,  however,  remain  tranquil  under  this  depriva- 
tiou,  but  secretly  used  every  means  in  his  power  to 
conciliate  the  favour  of  the  nobles;  and  the  dissensions  1349 

*  Beka  iii  Johan.,  iv  .,  p.  Hi),   Vit  Chron.,  Col.  ii.,  P*  1913.  Groot 
Plakaat,  bock,  6  deel,  bl.  713. 

*  I>i|il.  Lndovic,  ad  onn.  Egmondani,  p.  228. 

*  Johttk  4  Ldd.,  lib.  zzSz.^  cap.  2^  11.  Beka  hi  Johau.,  i v.,  p.  IIS. 
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that  now  arose  between  the  mother  and  son  gave  form 
and  vigour  to  the  two  parties  of  nobles  and  people* 
Avliich  in  this  century  divided  Holland,  as  well  as 
Cfi  1  iiKiny  and  Fmnce*.  The  nobles  espoused  the  side 
of  WilTiam,  while  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the 
towns,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  larger  and  more 
aristocratic  cities,  adhered  to  Margaret,  who  Avas 
supported  besides  by  the  Lord  of  Brederode^  and  a  few 
others  of  the  most  popular  nobility.  The  former  were 
called  by  the  party  name  of  "  Cods, '  liocause  the  cod 
devours  all  the  smaller  fish;  and  the  latter  by  that  of 
•*  Hook,'*  because  with  that  apparently  insignificant 
instrument  one  is  able  to  catch  the  cod^  It  does  not 
ap})ear  what  occasion  gave  rise  to  these  very  primitive 
a]>[)clhitions,  so  characteristic  of  the  people  and  their 
^  pursuits. 

The  cods,  dissatisfied  ere  long  with  the  somewhat 

feeble  administration  of  Margaret,  sent  repeated  mes- 
sages to  William  in  Hainault^  intreating  him  to  eome 
vnthout  delay  into  Holland,  and  assume  the  govern-^ 
ment  of  the  county.  After  some  hesitation,  real  or 
affected,  he  complied  with  their  request,  and  secretly 
repaired  to  Gorinchem,  where  he  was  met  by  the  men 
of  Delft,  who  brought  liim  in  triumph  into  their  city, 
and  shortly  after,  most  of  the  principal  towns  of  Hol- 
land and  West  Friezland  acknowledged  him  as  counts 
Perceiving  that  the  party  of  the  hooks  was  not  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  reinstate  her  in  the  government  of 
Holland,  Margaret  besought  the  assistance  of  the  King 

•  JoliaiL  k  Leid.,  lib.  xztx.,  enp.  [IS*  Appendix  ad  Beka  Sni&ldi 

p.  144, 

'  Johan*  i  IM^  lib,  xxfy,,  cap,  17« 

•  Vide  Account  of  the  War  between  the  Nobles  and  l\oj>lc  in  France. 
Froissart,  vol.  ii.,  chap.  180 — 182;  likewise  Schmidt,  Uist.  des  AUe., 
Uv.  vii.,  chap.  10  ;  also  noU  F  at  the  cud  of  volume. 
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oi  Engiaiiil  against  ber  son,  which  she  obtained,  hj 
pramismg  to  resign  the  goYemment  of  the  ooimtj  for 
a  c^tain  number  of  yem  into  the  hands  of  Ed^vards. 

During  the  negotiatiou,  the  "cods"  iu  lioiiaud  seized 
and  destroyed  seTenteen  castles  belonging  >to  the 
hook  nobles,  who  had  gone  to  join  Margaret  in  Hai- 
naolt^.  As  soon»  therefore,  as  she  could  collect  a  Heet  1351 
of  En^^b,  Frendi,  and  llainaolt  ships,  she  sailed  to 
the  Island  of  Walclieren,  wliure  ^lie  fell  in  with  a 
number  of  Holland  vessels,  commanded  by  her  sou  in 
person.  A  sharp  engagement  ensued,  in  which  Wil- 
li aui  was  totally  defeated,  and  forced  to  retreat  to 
Holland.  Maigaret,  anxious  to  improve  her  advan- 
tage, followed  him  to  the  Maas,  where,  William 
Laviug  i-eccivcd  bume  reiiiforcemeuti:>,  another  desperate 
battle  was  fought»  ending  in  the  entire  discomfiture  of 
Margaret.  A  vast  number  of  her  adherents  were 
shun,  and  Theodore  van  Brederode,  one  of  the  few 
nobles  who  espoused  her  causey  and  the  diief  stay  of 
her  party,  was  taken  prisoner.  The  remainder  of  the 
Look  nobles  were  aiterwarUjii  banished,  and  their  castles  - 
and  houses  rassed  to  the  ground^ 

Margaret  fled  to  England,  where  she  prevailed  upon 
the  king  to  mediate  a  peace  between  herself  and  iiur  son. 
She  was  shortly  after  followed  by  William  himself, 
who  married  there  Matilda,  eldest  daughter  of  Henry, 
duke  of  Lancaster^*.  William  likewise  accepted  the 
mediation  of  Edward;  but  after  affairs'  had  been 

*  Acta  Pub.  Anc,  torn,  ux^  par.  i.,  p.  200— 212. 
^  Ruflf.  Pet.,  p.  144. 

'  Julian,  a  Leid.,  lib.  xxix.,  cap.  10,  19.    Ikka  iu  Jolian.,  iv.,  p.  119. 
^  Acta  Pub.,  torn,  iii.,  par.  i.,  p.  227—236. 


•  Coheiress  with  Blanche,  married  to  John  of  Ghent,  the  king's  third 
^^n,  who  became  by  ibis  marriage  Duke  of  Lancaster  ;  Matilda  being,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  excluded  from  the  i&iieritance. 
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pending  for  a  considcnable  timef,  the  decision  was 
referred  to  John  de  Beaumont,  uncle  to  Margaret,  and 
Walrave  of  Luxemburg.  According  to  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  made  under  their  auspices,  William 
retained  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Friezland,  while  llai- 
1354  nault  remained  in  the  possession  of  Margaret  during 
her  life,  with  a  yearly  income  of  about  two  thousand 
four  hundred  pounds  (twenty-eight  thuubaud  pounds  of 
forty  groots*). 

Margaret  did  not  long  survive  the  reconciliation 
with  her  sou.  She  died  in  135(>,  and  thus  the  county 
was  again  transferred  to  a  foreign  family,  passing  from 
the  hoube  of  Ilainault  into  that  of  Bavaria"** 

»  Groot  riakaatb.,  3  (U  i  L,  bl.  iv.   Sclir^'ver's  Graaven,  2  deel,  bL 80. 
"  Joliaii  k  Leid.,  lib.  xxx.,  cap.  15. 


+  Edward  demanded  that  all  the  castles  and  forts  l>esicgcd  hy  cither 
party  should  meanwhile  be  delivered  vqi  t'l  bis  amb(i&'>adori<,  so  that  it 
may  be  supposed  he  waa  ia  no  huny  to  conclude.  Acta  Pub.^  toin.  iii.y 
par.  u,  p.  234—206. 
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Waiimn  V,    War  ititk  Uttwlkt.    MediaiUm  Utwim  BraibmU  and 

FianJert,     William  vuiu  England,    His  Lunacy.  Govern^ 
tnent  of  hii  Brother  All^ert,    Parties  of  the  Hooks  and  Cods. 
Albert  favours  the  Hooks.    Retolt  of  the  Cod  Nohle^^  and  of 
DieffK    Claims  of  Edicard  III.  of  Enfjland  nn-rrvdn-fvL  Inter- 
ftrmce  ofMotiand  in  the  Affairs  of  Flanders.  MairinioniaL  Alli- 
ances hetteeen  Burgundy  and  Holland .    Jkath  of  the  Countess  of 
Hoiland.   Fawmr  ^  Alkt  mm  Poelgeest  and  the  Cod  Nobles  at 
Ctmrt.  Murder  of  Alie$fyasffaok$.    WUliam^  Son  ^  Albert, 
rwtirtB  to  France.   Betwrne  to  ki$  Father.  FapedsHone  to  FrteM- 
iand.  Tnue.  Beeolt  of  the  Lord  <^  ArheL  Compromiee.  I>eaik 
and  Charaetsr  of  Albert.  Hit  Widow  rmtornieee  her  (Mime  on  hu 
Estate.    Wiliutm  VJ.    Violence  of  Party-spirit.  Dieturhaeieee 
in  the  Toims.     Hostilities  committed  hi/  the  Lord  of  Arkel. 
J^iciti'  (hf  Aid  of  Guelderland.    Treaij/  Utiveui  Holland  and 
Guelderland.    Hollanders  evaatate  Friezland.    Marriai^e  of  tlic 
Comfe  Dauffkier,  Jaeoba,  with  the  Duke  of  Touraine.   JJuAe  of 
Tamuhie  becomes  J}auphin.    Affaire  of  France,   Death  of  the 
Jkssiphm,   NoUee  and  Toeone  adknotclcd^r  Jacoha  as  Successor 
to  the  Cbwitly.    Dea^  and  Character  of  Wiiiiam  VL  Herring 
Fkhery. 

We  find  no  evdnt  worthy  to  arrest  our  attention 

tlui  iiig  the  reign  of  this  prince,  since  the  only  transac- 
tions in  which  he  was  engaged,  were  a  petty  warfare 
with  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  unattended  by  any  im- 
portaut  results;  and  the  mecliation  of  a  peace  between 
WenceslauSy  duke  of  Brabant,  and  the  Count  of  Flan- 
ders. As  the  price  of  his  interference  on  this  occasion,  J367 
he  received  Irom  tlie  former  the  lordship  of  Heusden, 
and  having  afterwards  adjudged  the  town  of  Mechlin, 
the  subject  of  contention,  to  Louis  of  Flanders,  this 
decision,  whereby  Brabant  was  deprived  of  both  these 
possessions,  gave  rise  to  the  old  saying  common  in  the 
country,  ^  Heusden  mine,  Mechlin  thine\''  Edward 

•  Beks  in  Johaii^      p.  119.  «)ohaD.  k  hsid,  lib,  xxx^  cap.  1(1. 
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of  England,  finding  it  impoflsible  to  oveieome  tbe 

0])j)08ition  of  the  Hollundei-s  and  Zealanders,  to  any 
dismembenneut  of  their  State,  had,  during  the  life  of 
Mafgaret)  oeased  to  press  his  olaims»  and  subsequently 
ackiiowltHlgcd  William,  who  now  Nvent  to  the  court  of 
England  to  pay  a  visit  of  ceremony  to  the  king  and 
his  aunt  the  Queen  Philippa^  After  bis  return,  he 
began  to  show  symptoms  of  aberration  of  intellect, 
which  soon  increased  to  uncontrollable  frenzy.  He 
killed  urith  his  own  hand,  and  without  any  cause  of 
oflence,  Gerard  van  Wateringen,  a  nobleman  highly 
esteemed  in  the  country;  in  consequence  of  which 
act  he  was  deprived  of  the  gOTemment^  and  placed  in 
conhnenient  at  the  Hague,  whence  he  was  removed  to 
the  Castle  of  Quesnoi  in  Hainault»  where  he  continued 
a  hopeless  lunatic  until  his  death,  which  did  not  occur 
till  twenty  years  afterwards''.  It  was  thought  that  the 
remorse  which  William  endured  for  his  conduct 
towards  his  mother,  was  the  occasion  of  this  calamity ; 
but  as  he  is  represented  to  have  been  naturally  of  a 
fierce  and  cruel  disposition,  it  is  probable  that  the  seeds 
of  his  malady  had  always  lurked  in  his  constitution. 

As  AV  iiiiam  and  the  Emperor  Louis  his  father, 
had  declared  Albert,  younger  brother  of  the  former, 
heir  to  the  county,  if  he  should  die  without  issue,  the 
government  in  the  present  case  appeared  naturally  to 
devolve  on  him,  as  standing  next  in  succession.  The 
cods,  however,  thinking  that  Albert  was  inclined  to 
the  party  of  the  hooks,  and  that  they  should  conse- 
quently be  deprived  of  the  authority  which  now  rested 
wholly  hi  their  hands,  used  their  utmost  efforts  to 
obtain  the  nomination  of  Matilda  of  Lancaster,  the 

^  Acta  Pub.  Aug.,  torn.  KL,  par.  i.,  p.  262, 864. 
Johaa.  k  Leid,  Ub«  zxz.,  cap.  17 ;  xxxL,  cap*  29*  Aniial*  BlgnMUui, 
cap.  61* 
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wife  of  William,  to  the  regency,  although,  (such  is  the 
pervenkm  of  party  spirit^)  their  principal  objection 
against  the  goverament  of  the  Countm  Margaret,  had 
been  the  dislike  they  felt  to  be  ruled  by  a  woman, 
^TervioawcL"  As,  howeyer,  they  found  it  impossible 
to  sustain  the  claims  of  Matilda  upon  any  plausible 
ground,  since  she  was  a  foreigner,  and  had  no  children 
to  succeed,  they  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  the  nation  in 
general  and  acknowledged  Albert  as  governor*,  seeur-  1359 
ing  a  pemdon  of  12»000  schilds  (750/.)  to  the  Countess 
Matilda^ 

On  assuming  the  administration,  Albert  pledged 
himsdf  to  goYem  during  his  brother's  incapacity,  with 
the  asmstance  of  the   good  towns,"  and  according  to 
the  advice  of  those  whom  he  and  the  guud  towns 
should  appoint ;  and  to  do  justice  in  all  cases  according 
to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  land*.    Albert's  first 
care  was  to  diminish  somewhat  of  the  power  of  the 
cods,  by  bestowing  the  offices  of  the  county  upon  the 
nobles  of  the  hook  party;  the  principal  of  these, 
Reynold  van  Brederode,  he  invested  with  the  otlict  of 
Bailiff  of  Kemmeriand,  of  which  he  deprived  John 
van  IMomcstein,  a  cod  nobleman.    On  Reynold's  first 
journey  as  baiiilf  through  Kemmerland,  he  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  cods,  who  lay  in  wait  for  him  near  Kas- 
trichem,  three  of  Ins  retinue  were  killed,  aud  lie  escaped 
with  his  life  only  by  taking  sanctuary  in  the  church  of 
the  Tillage.    Immediately  after  this  outrage,  the  cods 
shut  themselves  up  in  the  fort  of  Ileemskerk,  where 
they  maintained  a  siege  of  eleven  weeks,  chiefly  by  the 
assistance  of  the  citizens  of  Delft^  who  themselves 
broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  chose  Henry  van  Woerden, 

'  Suff.        p*  1^7.         *  Boxhom  op  Reigersbei^g,  deel.  i.,  bl.  2d9. 
*  ^  Ruwaardy"  a  word  »gaii^'iiig  Conservator  of  the  Peace. 
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Gilbert  van  Nyeniode,  with  other  noUee^  fifl  their 

leaders,  and  making  an  irruption  into  the  Hague,  threw 
open  ail  the  prisons,  and  carried  the  inmates  with  them 
back  to  Delft.   Albert  was  at  that  time  in  Zealand, 
but  (ill  the  news  of  these  commotions,  repaired  imme- 
diately to  Holland,  raised  a  general  levy  of  troops,  anc! 
laid  siege  to  Delft.  The  citizens  withstood  the  powerful 
force  which  he  brought  against  them  in  person,  for  the 
gpace  ot  more  than  ten  weeks.    At  length  they  were 
obliged  to  surrender,  on  condition  that  the  town  should 
pay  a  line  of  40,000  schilds*,  that  its  walls  should  be 
thrown  down,  and  that  the  inhabitants  should  humbly 
sue  for  pardon,  from  which  their  leaders  and  the  stran- 
gers ibuud  among  them  were  excluded.   Only  one  of  the 
nobles,  Henry  van  Woerden,  suffered  death ;  the  rest 
made  their  escape  to  Hettsden,  which  they  held  out 
during  a  twelvemonth,  and,  in  fine,  obtained  a  pardon, 
on  promise  of  making  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land^. 

Edward  III.  of  England,  although  he  had  acknow- 
ledged William  as  Count  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Hai- 
nault,  and  Friezlaud,  perhaps  from  his  being  too  much 
engaged  in  the  wars  with  France  to  enforce  his  preten- 
sions, was  yet  so  far  iVom  having  surrendered  the  claim 
of  Phiiippa,  that,  after  her  death,  which  happened  in 
1964  this  year,  he  bestowed  the  portion  to  which  she  was 
entitled  on  his  son  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cambridge,  be- 
tween whom  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Louis  van  der 
Male,  count  of  Flanders,  a  negotiation  of  marriage 
was  then  on  foot?.  It  was  upon  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  probably,  that  Albert  summoned  an  assembly  of 

'  Johan.  k  Leid,  lib.  xxxi.,  cap.  3,  4,  5,  (].  Suff.  PeL,  p.  147.  Beka  in 
Johaa.,  p.  121.   Boxhom,  Theat.  Urb.,  p.  IGd. 
f  Acta  Pub.  Aug., lorn,  iii.,  par.  ii,,  p.  779.   Froiasart,  voL  iii.,  ch.  22G, 

•  An  old  coin,  value  I6d. 
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the  nobles  and  towns  at  GcertruydmbL  i  i;,  md  obtainc<l 
Irom  them  a  decree,  that  the  late  gueeu  of  EDgiaod 
lud  no  right  to  any  portion  of  Holland,  which  being 
one  undivided  county,  bad  lawfully  devolved  upon 
Count  Wilham,  in  right  of  hia  mother,  and  upon  him- 
self as  goTemorit.  *  Fortified  with  this  declaration,  and 
provided  with  fuil  powers  from  the  towns,  Albert  set 
out  for  tlie  court  of  England,  accompanied  by  several 
nobles,  in  order  to  terminate  the  affair,  which,  neverthe- 
less, was  not  done  until  six  years  after.  The  good 
fortune  that  had  hitherto  attended  the  arms  of  £dward 
in  France^  had  then  so  far  deserted  him,  that  he  was 
no  longer  in  a  condition  voluntarily  to  provoke  an 
enemy,  or  loee  an  ally;  and  he  therefore  gratified  the 
Governor  of  Holland  by  a  final  surrender  of  all  claims  1372 
in  right  of  his  wife,  to  a  share  in  the  inheritance  of 
William  Uh. 

Although  the  continual  wars  between  Holland  and 
Flanders  bad  now  ceased,  the  former  found  herself 
still  involved  in  the  affiurs  of  her  former  foe,  though  in  1370 
a  somewhat  different  manner;  and,  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  feelings  of  the  people  and  government 
were  arrayed  in  opposition  to  each  other.  The  ex- 
travagance and  rapacity  of  Louis  van  der  Male^  count 
of  Flanders,  had  excited  discontent  and  hatred  among 
his  subjects,  especially  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent,  who^ 
weary  of  his  extortions,  at  length  flatly  refused  to  con- 
tribute another  farthing^.  Tbe  count,  deeply  oti'endetl, 
quitted  Ghent,  and  retired  to  Bruges,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  town  liaving  accommodated  him  with  a 
moderate  sum,  obtained  permission  to  dig  a  canal  from 

^  Boadiom     Bcigenbeig,  dml.  i«,  U*  SB. 
*  Acta  Pub.  Aug.,  torn,  iii.,  par.  iL,  p.  789,  045 — 947. 
^  Mey«r,  Ann.  Flaiid.,  Ub.  ziii.,  ad  aim*  1379,  p.  170.   Herm.  Cor., 
col.  ii.,  p.  1131* 
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the  riTer  Leys,  itbdve  Gheftt,  to  Broget.   To  these 

causes  of  discuutcnt  was  added  the  impiisonmeiit  of  a 
burgess  of  Ghent  by  the  couiit's  bailiii^  in  contravention 
of  the  privileges  of  the  city.  Irritated  by  theee 
circumstances,  the  Gbenters  broke  out  into  hostilities 
assumed  the  white  hood»  the  usual  insignia  of  revolt 
drove  the  pionem  from  the  canal  at  Bruges;  mnrdend 
the  count's  bailili*,  who,  with  two  hundred  men,  had 
been  sent  to  arrest  the  ringleaders;  and  plundered  and 
burnt  Adeghem,  a  iavoorite  country  residence  of  Lotus, 
near  Ghent i. 

From  this  beginmng»  the  revolt  soon  extended 
itself  to  the  other  towns :  the  burghers  chose  leaden 

from  among  themselves,  and^  under  their  command, 
laid  siege  to  Oudenarde,  and  made  an  assault  on 
Dendermonde,  which  still  continued  fitithful  to  the 
count.  They  were  foiled  in  the  latter  enterprise  by 
the  courage  and  conduct  of  Theodore  van  Brederode^ 
a  Holland  nobleman,  whom  Louis  had  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  garrison;  but  the  siege  of  Oudenarde 

1380  lasted  until  a  compromise  was  effected  between  the 

1381  count  and  his  subjects,  which,  however,  was  soon 
broken,  and  Louis,  in  the  next  year,  having  subdued 
Courtray  and  Ypres^  laid  siege  to  Ghent». 

Albert  of  Holland  constantly  supported  the  cause 
of  Louis,  and  oiTorded  him  such  assistance  as  he  was 
able,  which,  nevertheless,  was  but  trifling,  since  he 
himself  was  slenderly  provided  with  funds,  and  the 
inclinations  of  the  great  majority  of  hm  subjects  were 
decidedly  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  insuigents* 
In  defiance  of  his  express  prohibition,  they  continued 

« 

1  Fioiwart^  vol.  T«,  cbap.  20-*23*  Pontiu  Heuterue^  Rer.  Buigoad*, 
lib«  ii*,  cap.  7. 

*  Meyer,  Ann.  Flaiul.,  lib. xui.,  ad  anii.        1380, 1881,  p.  172— 17C. 
Froiaiart,  chap.  26,  26, 60. 
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doring  the  whole  war  to  mod  them  »Coie«  of  proTiskm^ 

ummuiutiouy  and  other  necessaries^  ebpecially  during 
the  fikfo  of  Ghent,  when  the  iohehitaiita,  having 
secHred  the  conyeyance  by  water  from  Holland  and 
Zealand,  received  irom  thence  regular  supplied  of  meal 
and  biead»  when  diiit  out  by  the  beaiegiiig  amy  fifom 
the  resources  of  their  own  country.  But  tliLir  aid, 
however  lib^ally  afforded,  waa  insuHicient  to  prevent 
Boadty  among  iba  iminemiift  moltttiide  eoUeeted  witbili 
the  walls  of  the  town;  and  it  became  at  last  so  exces- 
siTe*  that  the  men  of  Ghent  besought  the  mediation  of 
the  Dnchees  of  Biabant  and  Albert  of  Holland,  to 
procure  peace  and  pardon  irom  their  sovereign.  Six 
of  their  number,  theiefoie^  wiA  the  ambaiaadors  of 
&e  two  pnneea,  repahed  for  thia  pirpoae  to  Louis,  at 
Bruges,  who,  well  knowing  the  stmits  to  which  the 
town  vm  leduced,  haughtily  replied,  that  he  would 
consent  to  no  peace  unless  the  whole  population^  both 
male  and  female,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  sixty,  came 
oQt  to  meet  him  m  the  road  to  Bruges,  barefoot  and 
barebeaded,  wiQt  halters  about  their  necks,  when  he 
would  pardon  or  put  them  to  death,  according  to  iiis 
pleasure  ^  This  answer  being  reported  to  the  citizens^ 
it  was  determined  to  select  five  thousand  of  their 
choicest  troops,  and  to  send  them,  under  the  command 
of  Philip  van  Artevelde,  to  attack  the  count  in  Bruges. 
They  accordingly  marched  thither,  when  Louis  no 
sooner  heard  of  their  approach,  than  he  collected  his 
troops»  to  the  number  of  forty  thousand,  among  whom 
were  eight  hundred  lances,  and  advanced  about  a 
league  beyond  the  town  to  give  them  battle,  deter- 
mined to  extirpate  them  to  a  man,  and  thus  put  an  end 
to  the  \var.    The  host  of  enemies  in  front,  with  ruin 

■  Fimantt,  irol.  yi^  ebap.  1,  2,  IS^  14,  Meyer,  Ann*  Bland.,  ad  aim. 
1981,  p.  180—183. 


Digitized  by  Google 


176 


ALBERT. 


md  starvation  behind,  gave  to  tlie  Obenters  tbe 

courage  of  despair;  at  the  tirbt  fierce  onset,  they  drove 
back  tbe  citizens  of  Bruges:  the  lances,  though  com- 
posed of  the  flower  of  the  nobility  and  Imigfats  of 
Flanders,  made  not  the  smallest  resistance;  the  flight 
soon  became  universal.  The  count,  with  about  forty 
more^  hurried  back  to  Bruges,  closely  pursued  by  the 
Ghent  men,  who  tutered  at  the  same  tune  with  the 
fugitives,  and  speedily  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
city.  Louis  himself  escaped  capture  only  by  means  of 
a  poor  woniaii,  who  concealed  him  in  her  hut,  whence 
he  fled  in  disguise,  and  by  night,  to  Lille,  in  Brabant. 
After  this  victory,  all  the  towns  in  Flanders,  except 
Oudenarde  and  Dendermonde,  submitted  to  the 
Ghenters.    In  this  distress,  Louis  was  Ibrced  to  suppli- 

1382  cate  the  aid  of  his  liege  lord,  Charles  VI^  long  of 
France,  who,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  marclied  into 
Flanders  in  person,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army, 
and  defeated  the  insurgents  in  a  battle  near  Boosbeech, 
where  their  leader,  Philip  van  Artevelde,  wa.s  slain**. 

This  event  restored,  in  some  measure,  the  atiairs  of 
Louis ;  but  the  Ghenters  obtaining  not  long  after  the 
assistance  of  a  large  body  of  English  troops,  under  tbe 
command  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  he  was  unable  to 
effect  the  pacification  of  his  states  during  his  lifetime. 

1384  His  death,  which  happcued  in  January,  13^4,  made 
way  for  the  succession  of  Philip,  duke  of  Burgundy*, 
in  right  of  his  wif^  Margaret^  the  only  legitimate  child 

•  Heyer,  lib.  adu.,  ad  aim .  1 3C1— 1382,  p.  ISS— ISl.  Frouaart,  vol.  vl, 
ofaap*  16, 17,  IS,  45.  Hem.  Cor^  coL  ii.,  p.  IISS^  1187. 


*  PhiHp  was  the  youngest  .son  of  John  II.,  kin<?  of  France,  by  whom 
he  was  invebWd  with  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  ufter  the  death  of  Eiide*, 
the  last  male  descendant  of  Robert  I.  of  France,  who  Iiad  net  ivcd  the 
duchy  OS  a  fief  from  King  Henry  1.,  hb  brother,  in  1032.-~Villaix  L  C«ii. 
de  Velly,  tom«  ix,  p.  4S4. 
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<if  Loiii%  to  the  oonntieB  of  Flanders  and  Artois; 

and  these  rich  and  flloiirisbiiig  provinces  thus  became 
a  portiou  of  the  Burgundian  state.  Margaret  was 
likewiae  heireaa  to  the  duchy  of  Brabant,  through  her 
aunt,  Joanna,  the  present  duehef^s,  (widow,  first,  of 
William  TV.  oi  Holland,  and  afterwards,  of  Wences- 
lans  of  Luxemburg,)  who,  in  order  to  extend  still 
further  the  influence  of  her  family  in  the  Netherlands, 
laboured  eiiectuaily  to  promote  an  union  between  the 
hooBes  of  Burgundy  and  Holland.  Through  her  means, 
a  double  marriage  wa^  concluded  between  William, 
count  of  Oostervanty  eldest  son  of  the  Count  of 
Holland,  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Philip  of  Bur- 
gundy; and  between  John,  eldest  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Bm^gundy,  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Albert.  Their 
nuptials,  attended  by  the  King  of  France  in  person,  1385 
were  celebrated  at  Canibray,  in  a  style  of  unparalleled 
magnificence.  After  bis  accession  to  the  county  of 
Flanders,  Philip  of  Burgundy  made  a  reconciliation 
with  his  new  subjects,  granting  to  the  citizens  of 
Ghent  full  pardon  and  restitution  of  all  their  franchises 
and  immunities,  on  condition  only  of  their  return  to 
obedience^. 

The  marriage  of  William  and  Margaret  was  fol-  Feb. 
lowed  early  in  the  next  spring  by  the  death  of  their 
mother,  Margaret,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brieg,  in 
Silesia;  an  eyent  which  caused  a  great  change  in  the 

state  of  parties,  and  much  confusion  in  Holland. 
Albert^  after  the  loss  of  his  wife,  formed  an  illicit 
connection  with  Alice  van  Poelgeest»  the  daughter  of 
a  nobleman  of  the  cod  party,  whose  youth,  beauty,  and 
insinuating  manners,  soon  gained  such  an  ascendancy 
over  the  mind  of  her  lover,  that  the  whole  court  was 
lic'uceforward   governed  according  to  her  caprices. 

*  FfoiMBrt^  Tol.  yi^  ebap.  54, 07>  7^  74 ;  yoI.  vii.,  duip.  21. 
VOL  1.  N 
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The  cod  party,  in  conaequence,  daily  ihcreased  in 
power  autl  iutluence,  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  of  the 
hook  nobles,  now  long  accustomed  to  enjoy  alone  the 
favour  and  countenance  of  their  sovereign;  and  insti- 
gated at  once  by  ambition  and  revenge,  they  resolved 
upon  a  deed  of  horror  and  blood,  to  vfhiehf  it  is  said, 
they  induced  William  van  Oostervant  to  lend  his 
assistance*.    A  number  of  tliem  assembled  at  the 
Hagne,  where  the  Lady  Alice  was  then  residing  at  the 
1390  court-house,  and  on  the  night  of  tlie  21st  of  Angust 
forced  their  way,  completely  armed,  into  her  apart- 
ment.  On  their  entrance,  William  Kuser,  the  count's 
steward,  threw  himself  before  them  to  defend  the 
terrified  girl  from  their  violence.    He  was  slaughtered 
on  the  spot;  and,  a  moment  after,  Alice  herself  fell 
dead,  and  covered  with  wounds,  at  their  feet*i.  The 
^   instant  they  bad  perpetrated  this  act  of  savage  atrocity, 
the  murderers  betook  themselves  to  flight.  However 
deeply  Albert  might  have  felt  the  outrage  committed 
against  his  feelings  and  dignity,  yet,  whether  from  the 
number  and  station  of -the  guilty,  or  that  there  still 
lingered  some  relics  of  goodwill  towards  his  former 
finends,  he  took  no  measures  to  bring  them  to  justice, 
until  urged  by  the  importunate  solicitations  of  Conrad 

*  Johan,  k  Leid.,  lib.  xxxi.,  ea]).  37 — Suii.  i  et.,  p.  l-kii* 

*  Petnis  SufFridus  amis»j^  illiam  of  participati«»n  in  this  crinio,  an»l 
the  accusation  has  been  adopted  In  later  authors,  but,  as  it  heenis,  with- 
out sufficient  foundation.  Neither  Jolm  of  Leydcn,  hh  con  tern  pomry, 
Dnv  l^t'ka,  attribute  to  liim  any  bhare  in  it ;  that  he  befriended  the 
perpetratoi-rt  uiien  brought  to  justice  tliree  yeai*s  after,  is  undoubted  ; 
among  them  were  some  of  the  most  illnstrious  of  the  nobility,  and  his 
personal  friends  (**  dUigens  prsdictos  nobiles*'*  Johan  k  Leid^  lib.  xzxi., 
cap.  47)  ;  but  tbal  be  ebouldy  if  be  bad  been  a  party  ooneenied,  ba?6 
fonakea  bis  aeoomplioes  to  attend  a  tonmament  in  England  a  raonili 
after,  b  bigbly  improbable ;  be  la  mentioned  by  FninarC  aa  being 
preeent  at  tbe  one  bald  about  Hicbaehnaa  in  tbia  year  by  Ricbard 
when  be'  waa  made  knigbt  of  the  garter.  Vol.     diap.  21. 
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Kuser,  the  father  of  the  iiiui  tiered  man,  when  lie  at 
length  detemuned  to  cite  the  hook  noUefl^  to  the 
Dinober  of  fifty-fbnr,  who  were  8i]])poeed  to  hare  had  a 
shfir(*  in  the  transaction,  before  the  supreme  court  of  1393 
HollaiML  As  not  one  appeared,  their  lives  and  estates 
were  declared  forfeit.  William  van  (lostervant  re- 
peatedly besought  his  father  to  pardon  the  criminals; 
but,  finding  him  deaf  to  his  intreaties,  he  retired  in 
ancrer  to  tliu  Ibrtress  of  Altnm,  and  thence  to  the 
^urt  of  France^  whither  he  had  been  summoned  to  do  1394 
homage  for  the  county  of  Oostervant^ 

While  there  a  circumstance  occurred,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  between 
the  father  and  son.  As  the  Count  of  Oostenrant  sat 
one  day  at  the  king  s  table,  a  herald  reproached  him 
with  having  neither  shield  nor  arms»  since  both  lay 
buried  with  his  great-uncle  William*  on  the  shore  of 
Friezland.  Stun^  with  this  affront,  and  eager  to  wi]>e 
oat  the  disgrace,  William  solicited  permission  of  Philip^  1396 
<luko  of  Bm>:iuuly,  to  accompany  his  son,  John  de 
Nevers,  in  the  crusade  he  was  then  preparing  against 
the  Turks  in  Hungary.  Philip  advised  him  rather  to 
seek  a  reconciliation  with  his  father,  by  projiosing  an 
expedition  into  Friezland,  that  he  might  at  once 
avenge  the  death  of  his  uncle,  and  re-conquer  his 
inheritance ;  an  enterprise  which  the  present  condition 
of  Friezland  rendered  it  highly  probable  would  be  suc- 
cessful'. 

Since  the  death  of  William  IV.,  the  counts  of 
Holland  had  not  attempted  to  interfere  in  the  govern* 
ment  of  Frie^ilaud,  or  even  to  get  themselves  acknow- 

'  Johan  k  hM^  lib.  xxxi.,  cap.  47,  48.  Beks  in  Floren.,  p.  121. 
FVoimrt,  toL  z.,  chap.  21. 
*  Johan  k  Leid.,  lib.  xxxi.,  cap.  60.  Frotseart,  vol.  xi.,  chap.  90. 

«  Wiiliam  IV,  who  was  killed  in  Friezland  in  134^. 
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ledged  as  lords  of  it.    Meanwhile,  two  factiooB  had 
sprung  up  of  the  nobles  and  people,  analogous  to  those 
of  the  cods  and  books  in  Holland*,  whieh  persecuted 
each  other  with  unrelenting  fury ;  and  the  country, 
distiacted  and  enfeebled  by  their  dissensions,  appeared 
to  present  an  easy  prey  to  the  eonqueipr.  Albert, 
therefore,  was  readily  induced  to  favoiii  the  designs  of 
his  son,  and  to  entrust  to  him  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
posed expedition:  he  solicited  succours  from  France 
and  England,  who  each  sent  a  Ijotly  of  troops  to  his 
aid,  the  former  under  the  command  of  the  Count  Wa* 
leren  de  St.  Pol,  the  latter  under  the  Earl  of  Cornwall : 
1396  these  joined  the  army  of  Holland,  strengthened  still 
further  by  a  number  of  German  auxiliaries,  at  Enkhuy- 
sen^.   From  hence  the  allied  troops  set  sul  on  the 
22nd  of  August,  in  a  fleet  of  four  thousand  and  i'orty 
shipsf,  and  amved  in  safety  and  good  order  at  the 
Kuinder,  where  the  landing  was  to  be  effected.  The 
Friezlanders,  meanwhile,  had  not  neglected  to  take 
measures  for  their  defence ;  they  made  an  alliance,  with 
the  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  preventing  by  this  means  the 
passage  of  the  Holland  troops  into  their  country  by 
land ;  and  assembled  together  in  arms  to  the  number 
of  thirty  thousand  men.   Unfortunately,  however,  thejr 

«  Ubbo  Emmius  Rer.  Frisic,  lib.  xiv.,  p.  227.  Johaiu  k  Leid.^  lib, 
xxxi^  cap.  60,  51.   Froissart,  vol.  xi,,  chap.  37,  38. 

*  They  an  distinsuUhed  by  the  untranslatable  tenut  of  **  Yetkoopers 
and  SchieringeTB.** 

t  This  number  appean  immense ;  but  John  of  Ley  den,  a  oontempocury, 
estimates  the  number  of  troops  to  be  oonyeyed  acroes  the  Znyderxee  «t 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand,  in  whieh  the  historian  of  FriesEland 
agrees.  Froissart  says  they  were  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  • 
consequently.  If,  as  we  may  suppose,  the  vessels  were  for  the  most  paft 
small,  they  must  hare  had  this  number  for  their  transport^  since  five  and 
twen^  men  would  have  been  a  sufficient  average  complement  for  each. 
The  men  of  Haarlem  alone  arc  said  to  havtt  supplMd  twvlfe  bimdrad 
mariners.  Froissart,  vol.  xi.,  chap.  30. 
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refused  to  follow  the  wise  counsel  of  one  of  the  chief 

01  their  nobility,  Juwo  Juwinga,  who  advised  that  they 
should  shut  themselves  up  in  their  fortresses^  allowing 
die  enemy  to  land  unmolested*  and  to  waste  their 
strength  in  sieges,  when  hunger  would  soon  compel 
their  retreat  out  of  a  country  totally  destitute  of  the 
means  of  supporting  so  vast  a  multitude.  Heedless  of 
bis  monition,  the  Friezlanders  advanced  to  meet  the 
inTaders  in  three  divisionsy  and  declaring  that  they 
would  prefer  to  die  ^  free  Friezlanders,**  rather  than 
submit  to  a  foreign  njaster,  they  detenu iued  to  make 
their  stand  at  the  dyke  nearest  the  landing-place. 
They  were  full  of  spirit  and  courage;  but  bein^  ill 
armed,  and  clad  only  in  coats  of  leather  or  coarse  cloth, 
they  were  ill  able  to  withstand  the  well-tempered 
weapons  and  heavy  armour  of  their  enemies,  who  were 
said,  moreover,  to  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  strong*  In  spite  of  these  disadvan- 
tages, they  maintained  a  fierce  and  obstinate  contest 
for  some  hours :  fourteen  hundred  were  slain,  and  the 
rest  forced  to  take  flight ;  numbers  more  perished  in 
the  pursuit,  in  which  only  fifty  were  made  prisoners, 
since  they  persisted  to  the  last  in  their  resolution  rather 
to  die  than  yield.  The  Tictorious  army  carried  fire 
and  sword  through  the  country,  but  on  the  other  hand 
suffered  much  injury  from  the  frequent  skinnishes  iu 
which  they  were  engaged  by  the  Friesslanders^  until  the 
a])proacli  of  the  rainy  season  obliged  them  to  retire 
into  winter  r|iijirter8 :  they  carried  with  them  the  body 
of  Count  William,  which  had  been  taken  up  from  the 
place  of  its  sepulture.  Count  Albert  was,  for  the  time, 
acknowledged  Lord  of  Friezland^ 

But  little  more  than  a  year  elapsed,  howeyer,  befoie 
the  Friezlanders  again  threw  off  their  forced  subject 
*  Froianrt,  vol*  3d.  chap.  89.  Joban.  Leidi,  lib.  zzxi.i  cap^  Mi 
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tion,  suii»risecl  Stavcren,  and  forced  the  garrison  to 
evacuate.  At  the  same  time,  the  people  of  the 
Ommeland  of  Groningen  made  a  treaty  of  union  with 
the  town,  one  of  the  articles  of  which  purported,  that 

1398  they  should  mutually  assist  each  other  to  keep  the 
Hollanders  out  of  their  eountry.  From  heneeforwaid 
Groningen  and  the  Omraelaud  remained  permaueutly 
united.  William  of  Oostervant  once  more  conducted 
an  army  into  Friezland,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  to 
do  homage  to  his  father,  and  to  promise  a  subsidy  of 
sixpence  for  every  house:  but  no  sooner  bad  be  de- 
parted tlian  they  again  revolted ;  and  at  length  Count 

1400  Albert  found  himself  obliged  to  make  a  truce  with 
them  for  six  years,  without  insisting  upon  their  ac- 
kuuwiedgment  of  him  as  lord  of  Friezland  \ 

The  principal  reason  which  prompted  him  to  the 
adoption  of  this  unpalatable  measure  was  the  exhausted 
condition  of  his  finances.  He  had  been  obliged  to  seli, 
or  mortgage^  several  of  his  personal  estates ;  the  towns 
likewise,  and  many  private  individuals,  had  bought 
annuities  of  him,  stripping  themselves  of  their  ready 
money  to  supply  his  necessities ;  but  notwithstanding 
their  efforts  lie  now  found  himself  destitute  of  re- 
son  rres  to  carry  on  the  war:  added  to  this,  was  the 
rebellion  of  one  of  his  own  subjects,  which,  giving  hini 
full  employment  in  Holland,  left  liim  no  leisure  to 
pursue  the  subjugation  of  Friezland'^. 


II 

M 

holder*  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Friezland,  as  well  as 
that  of  treasurer  of  the  count's  private  domains*  with* 
out  having  given  any  account  of  his  administration  of 

'  Vhho  Emmius,  lib,  xvi.,  xvii.   Johan.  a  Leid.,  lib.  xsxi.,  cap*  65. 
^  \  eliu3  Clironyck  van  Hoorn*  p«  14*  HandTestoi  van  Kemmeiiaiid 

-   *  Thitf        ap^HUUs  to  have  been  created  by  Count  Albert. 
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the  revenues.  This  was  now  shaiply  demauded  of 
hm  by  the  count ;  but  Arkel,  a  mau  of  an  ambitious 
and  insolent  temper,  instead  of  obeying,  declared  war 
against  his  sovereign,  and  endeavoured  to  take  by 
soiimse  the  strong  frontier  town  of  Oudewater :  laiiing  1401 
in  this  attempt,  he  made  an  imiption  into  Krimpeu, 
whence  he  retumed  with  considerable  booty  to  Goring 
diem,  a  town  confided  to  his  goTemment  by  Albert 
some  time  before*.  The  vvarfjire  had  lasted  two  years, 
rather  to  the  advantage  of  John  of  Arkel*  when 
Willianiy  of  Oosterrant»  himself  took  the  command  of  1403 
an  army,  composed  of  native  troops  and  auxiliaries 
from  £ngland,  Cleres^  and  Utrecht»  for  the  raising  of 
which  the  towns  once  more  contributed  fimds,  and 
iuid  aiege  to  Goriuchem.  But  although  the  immense 
nnmbv  of  his  soldiers  enabled  him  to  surround  the 
town  entirely,  and  cut  off  all  communication  from 
without,  he  could  not,  after  a  blockade  of  twelve 
weeks,  force  it  to  a  surrender.   He  therefore  listened 

to  tlie  terms  of  accoinmodatiou  proposed  by  the  ino- 
diation  of  his  brother,  the  bishop  elect  of  Liege»  that 
John  Tan  Arkel  should  retain  all  his  possessions,  but 
be  obliged  to  sue  for  pardon  on  his  knees,  and  permit 
the  count's  flag  to  wave  a  whole  day  on  the  tower  of 
Arkel.  As  ArkePs  principal  object  vras  to  evade  the 
inspection  of  his  accounts,  he  gladly  acceded  to  any 
terms  of  which  that  was  not  made  a  condition  n 

This  was  the  last  event  of  importance  which 
occurred  under  Count  Albert's  administration.  He 
died  on  the  l§th  of  December  of  the  next  yean  at  the  1404 
age  of  sixty-seven,  having  governed  the  county  for 
forty-six  years.   By  his  hrst  wiie»  Margaret^  daughter 

■  H«d»  In  Fred.,  p.  260*  Jbliill.  4  Leid.,  lib.  xxxi.,  can.  00,  61. 
f  JobML  k  LeifL,  UIh  »d«^  eaf .  Sl^  62,  U«da  in  fnd.,  p.  S67. 
Suff.  Pet.,  p.  161. 
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of  the  Duke  of  Brieg,  he  left  three  sons,  William,  who 
soceeeded  him,  Albert,  duke  of  MubiogeD,  and  John, 
bishoi>  elect  of  Liege ;  and  four  daughters,  Joaiuia  rf 
Luxemburg,  queen  of  Boheinia,  who  died  without 
issue ;  Catherine,  duchess  of  Guelderiand,  who  likewise 
died  childless  ;  Margaret,  married  to  John,  son  of  (he 
Duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  another  Joanna,  wife  of  the 
Duke  of  Austria.  He  had  no  issue  b^  his  second  wife, 
Margaret  of  Cleves,  who  survived  him*.  Albeit 
appears  to  have  been,  on  the  whole,  a  mild,  just,  and 
pious  prince,  but  remarkably  deficient  in  talent,  eoergf^ 
and  decision.  He  allowed  the  hook  and  cod  party 
alternately  to  obtain  the  mastery  over  him,  and  both 
to  exercise  with  impunity  deeds  of  violence  and  in- 
justice*; nor  had  he  sufficient  courage  and  activity  to 
quell  in  time  the  sedition  of  his  rebellious  subject,  the 
Lord  of  Arkel,  vfith  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  he  was 
forced  to  make  a  discreditable  compromise :  the  people 
also  regarded  his  authority  with  so  little  reverence, 
•  that,  during  the  revolt  of  the  Ghenters,  they  perairted 
in  supplying  them  with  provisions  in  despite  of  his 

■  Jobati»  a  LeitL,  lib.  xxxL,  cax).  2. 


*  Two  xemarkaUe  instances  of  his  feeblo  and  irresolute  chancier  an 
given  by  different  authors,  A  oertain  toll-gatherer,  appointed  by  the 
count,  having  practised  great  extortions  in  Merkenshoeek,  near  Dov^oekt, 
vas  admoni^ed  by  several  letters  ftom  Otho,  lord  of  Arkel,  to  desut: 
finding  his  remonstrances  of  no  avail,  Otho  despatched  some  of  his  attend- 
ants to  seise  the  ofietiderand  pot  him  to  death.  Immediately  after  the  trnt- 
mMon  of  this  act  he  went  to  the  Hague,  Ibllowed  by  a  numerous  retinae 
of  servants  and  soldietB^  to  demand  psidon  of  the  count,  which  was  not 
only  granted,  but  new  honom  wcie  conferred  upon  him.  Johaa.  I 
Leid.,  lib.  xxxl.,  cap.  11 . 

On  another  occasion,  Albert,  instigated  by  some  cahimniators,  had 
causctl  tlio  Lord  of  Adingheni,  a  noldcman  of  Hainault,  to  be  beheaded: 
bis  seven  i)rotliP!"s,  tnkinj:  up  nnn<^  to  avmijc  his  death,  forced  Albert  to 
conclude  a  dishonourable  treaty  with  them,  of  which  one  condition  w»s, 
thai  he  bhould  endow  a  chuirli  with  thirteen  canons  to  pray  for  Um  soul 
of  the  deccubcd.    iSuff.  Pet.,  p.  147. 
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strict  prohibition.  Under  ago verDment  so  Httle  feared 
ar  ra^eeted,  it  may  be  soj^posed  that  all  classes  of 
people  aeenstonied  themseWes  to  exercise  a  liberty 
greater  than  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed;  while  his 
ecmtant  neeesaties  enabled  the  towns  to  porehase  of 
him  many  valuable  additions  to  their  privileges.  The 
Uebta  which  ho  left  unpaid  at  his  death  were  so  heavy 
that  Us  widow  found  it  advisable  to  make  a  **  boedel-> 
afctandt,"  or  formal  renunciation  of  all  claim  to  his 
eitate.  The  particulars  of  this  ceremonyt  not  uncom^ 
men  in  the  Netherlands*,  are  thus  described:  the 
widow,  having  chosen  a  guardian,  demanded,  through 
him»  peimission,  before  a  court  composed  of  the  bailiff 
of  the  pkiee  and  four  assessors,  to  renounce  the  here* 
ditar)'  estate  of  her  husband^  according  to  the  law  of 
Bkynfamd.  Permission  being  given,  the  body  of  the 
oonnt  was  placed  on  a  bier  and  brought  before  the 
door  of  the  court:  the  lady,  then,  di-eased  in  borrowed 
eblhes^  and  retaining  nothing  in  her  possession  which 
she  had  received  from  her  late  husband,  went  out  with 
a  straw  in  her  hand :  this  she  gave  to  her  guardian* 
who  threw  it  on  the  bier,  renouncing  and  surrendering 
in  her  name  the  ri<rht  of  dower,  and  all  interest  in  the 
estate  of  the  late  count,  and  iu  ail  debts  due  to  or 
from  him^f. 

As  William  had  for  a  long  period  before  his  father's 
death  performed  all  the  more  active  functions  of  the 
gofemnient,  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  his 

*  PoliUke  Bca«eriDge  Tan  den  Briel.  Vat  Hist.,  Wk  xi.,  Now  21. 
(iTOtiitSy  Inlgyding»  tot  dt  HoUaiidtoche  lUchtngelwdheyt,  p.  76* 

*  Shortly  Mbre^  tlio  widow  of  Guy  de  Chatillon  had  vefaaed  in  like 
mmwr  to  administer  to  the  effecta  of  her  hnt^d.  Fkoinart,  toI.  zi{*» 
dbpi  22. 

t  It  was  an  ancient  euctom  among  the  Franks  to  renonnce  an  allianoe 
Of  terriee  by  breaking  and  throwing  a  strow.  Velly,  Hist,  de  France, 
Una.  ii^  p.  203. 
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accession  to  the  title  of  count  would  have  caused  little 
or  uo  change  in  the  state  of  aiiairs ;  ueverthel^gi  the 
animoflitiea  between  the  cod  and  hook  parties,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  iiiitimited  for  a  few  years, 
now  revived  with  increased  fury.  The  cods  had  regained 
theur  ascendancy  with  the  rise  of  Alice  van  Poelgee8k» 
and  thougli  many  of  the  hook  nobles,  suspect^  of  a 
knowledge  or  participation  in  her  murder,  had  been 
included  in  the  reconciliation  between  WiUiam  and 
Albert  in  1395,  they  were  never  admitted  to  any  bliare 
of  power.  Now,  however,  by  the  favour  of  Couiit 
WiUiam,  they  were  advanced  to  offices  in  the  county; 
and  to  a  participation  in  the  government  of  the  towns  ; 
which  the  cods  beuag  as  unwilling  to  lose  as  the  hooks 
w&e  eager  to  obtain,  for  nether  party  yielded  to  the 
other  in  cupidity  or  ambition,  their  rivah-y  caused 
yiolent  commotions  in  several  towns^  particularly  Delfts 
Haarlem,  and  Amsterdam,  where  a  number  of  the 
most  respectable  burghers  lost  their  lives,  iiordrecht 
nanowly  escaped  a  general  massacre\ 

Half  of  the  senate  of  this  town  is  changed  on  a 
certain  day  in  every  year,  the  count  appointing  the  new 
members  from  a  double  number,  nominated  by  the 
great  council  of  forty;  but  this  year,  William,  Ifariug' 
lest  auy  change  might  be  the  occasion  of  disturbances^ 
left  the  same  magistrates  in  office,  a  proceeding  as  yet 
unheard  of  in  the  towns.  The  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  senate  at  that  time  wefie  of  tiie  cod  party,  and* 
after  this  unexpected  mark  of  &vour  from  their  count, 
they  began  to  guide  affairs  entirely  according  to  their 
pleasure,  and  to  exercise  acts  of  oppression  on  the 
hooks.  This  excited  murmurs  of  discontent  among 
the  people,  mostly  inclining  to  the  latter,  and  they  took 
occasion  to  present  frequent  petitions  for  the  refonna- 

^  Juliau.  a  I«id,  lib.  xxxi.,  cap.  61* 
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tioii  of  riniM»  nUeh  they  alleged  to  exist;  a  eoum 

of  conduct  80  deeply  resented  by  the  cods,  that,  with  a 
ikm  of  koepang  the  oitisens  iu  obeek»  they  pasaed  a 
mofaitioD  in  the  fonate,  that  a  fort  diould  be  erected 
vittin  the  walls  of  the  town*    The  burgher^  hardly 
beiieffing  they  would  carry  so  bold  a  measure  into 
execution,  made  no  movement,  but  quietly  allowed  it 
to  be  finished,  provided  witii  ainmuuitiou,  and  garriiK)ne(i 
with  the  adherents  of  the  ood  party.    Numbers  of  the 
people  then  iu-bciiiblod  in  arms  around  the  fort,  and 
weie  no  sooner  peroeived  by  the  cods  within,  than  with 
a  load  shont  of   Assault,  assault  T  they  sent  a  shower 
of  arrows  among  them.    The  burghers  in  return 
attacked  the  fort  with  sndi  vigonr,  that  they  forced 
the  cods  to  evacuate  it,  and  retreat  on  every  side. 
Many  of  both  parties  were  killed;  bnt  the  leaders  of 
the  hooks  stopped  the  slaughter  upon  the  retreat  of 
their  adversaries,  securin<]f  only  the  j)ei*sons  of  their 
chief!?.    The  Baiiitf  and  Treasurer  of  South  Iloiiand, 
the  Schout  of  Dordreeht»  with  two  burgomasters,  and 
fimr  sheriffH,  were  committed  to  the  city  c-aol,  wliere 
they  remained  for  some  time  in  considerable  danger  of 
being  saeriflced  to  the  popular  vengeance.    On  the 
arrival  of  Count  William  to  appease  the  tumult,  he 
testified  high  disapprobation  of  these  lawless  proceed^ 
rags;  bnt  at  the  same  time  appointed  new  magistrates, 
and  gave  the  senate  permission  to  banish  a  certain 
number  of  persons  from  Holland.   The  remainder  of 
the  cods  effected  a  reconciliation  with  the  new  govern- 
ment early  in  the  following  year,  and  peace  was  by 
degrees  restored  to  Dordrecht^ 

The  disturbed  state  of  the  towns  was  not  the  only 
difficulty  with  which  William  had  to  contend  iu  the 

«  Bftlea  Doraneht,  hL  283  et  seq. 
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fipBt  years  of  his  governmeiU.  TIic  Lord  of  Arkel,  : 
dreading,  probably,  that  lie  should  now  be  forced  to  i 

14Q5  surrender  his  accounts,  again  took  up  aims,  and  made 
himself  master  of  Woudnchem,  wliich  he  ]>liiiitlere<i  , 
and  burnt.    But  the  count  having  besieged  and  taken 
his  forts  of  Gaspen  and  ETerstein,  he  repaired  for 
assistance  to  Reynold,  duke  of  Guelderluiui,  whose  ■ 
sister  he  had  married ;  and,  in  order  to  bind  him  the 

1407  more  closely  to  his  interests,  he  snrrendered  to  him  his 
Lordship  of  Arkel,  on  condition  that  it  should  never  ■ 
be  dismembered  from  the  Duchy  of  Guelderland  ^* 
Arkel  shared  the  usual  fate  of  the  feeble  who  seek 
the  protection  ot  the  powerful.  After  ^onie  ineffective 
hostilities,  the  Duke  of  Gueiderland  and  Count  of 
Holland  agreed  to  a  truce,  which  was  followed  by  a 
treaty  of  peace,  wlierein  the  interests  of  Arkel  were 
wholly  sacrificed.  Heynold  of  Gueiderland  surrendered 
Gorinchem  and  the  Lordship  of  Arkel  to  the  Count  of 
Holland  for  100,000  French  crowns,  on  condition  that 
the  castle  of  Ayen,  and  the  Lordship  of  Bom»  should 

1412  be  conferred  on  William,  son  of  the  Lord  of  Arke), 
Mith  a  ])ension  of  five  thousand  guilders  duiiug  hiu 
tife.   This  treaty  was  concluded^  as  may  be  supposed,  ; 
without  tlie  intervention  or  consent  of  the  Lord  of  ' 
Arkel,  who  ^vas  then  in  Brabant,    He  Mas  afterwards  ' 
seized  by  the  Lord  of  Zevenbergen,  and  brought  pri- 
soner to  the  Ilag'ue :  thence  he  was  conducted  to 
Gouda,  and  iinally  to  Zevenbergen,  where  he  remained  \ 
in  confinement  until  1426,  when  he  was  released,  and  • 
died  not  long  alter.    Of  how  much  disquiet  he  had  | 
been  the  occasion  to  William,  may  be  judged  from  the 
recompense  bestowed  on  the  Lord  of  Zevenbergen  for 
his  capture,  amounting  to  four  thousand  five  hundred 

**  Joban.  a  Leld,  lib.  xxiii.,  cap.  Q,   Suff.  Pet.,  p*  1^ 
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Frenali  crowns,  as  well  as  coosiderable  sums  to  those 
who  bad  assisted  liiiu". 

The  Holla&den»  nnder  the  govemmeiit  of  WiUianif 
entirely  lost  their  footing^  in  Frii  ziand :  Staveren  only 
luui  xemaiued  in  the  actual  pottessiou  of  the  oounty  by 
the  tmee  made  between  Albert  and  the  Frieslanders 
in  the  year  140U.  The  truce  had  since  been  renewed 
from  time  to  tuiie»  and  the  last,  made  in  1412»  now 
drew  to  a  oloee.  The  Frieslanders,  observing  that  but 
uegligent  watch  was  kept  by  the  garrison  of  Staveren, 
snddenlj  suipriaed  the  city,  drove  out  the  Holland 
troops,  and  forced  them  to  evacuate  the  whole  pro- 
vince. William,  enraged  as  he  might  have  been  at 
this  loss^  made  no  attempt  to  repossess  himself  of 
Staveren;  but,  on  the  contmry,  concluded  ii  trucL'  Avith 
the  Fhezlanders,  who  thus  at  length  found  themselves 
free  from  all  foreign  dominion ;  and  in  the  year  1417 
they  obtained  tVoni  the  Emperor  Sigisniuud  ;i  chiirter, 
coafirming  the  entire  independence  of  their  state'. 
William  was  the  less  inclined  to  undertake  mj  expe- 
dition into  Friezland,  as  the  alliance  he  had  formed 
between  his  only  daughter,  Jacoba»  or  Jacqueline,  and 
a  son  of  the  King  of  France,  involved  him  in  some 
degree  in  the  cabals  of  that  court. 

The  insanity  of  the  king,  Charles  VL,  and  the 
weak  and  vicious  character  of  the  queen,  Isabella  of 
Bavaria,  had  rendered  the  royal  authority  in  France 
iittefiy  inefficient,  giving  unrestrained  licence  to  the 
ambition  of  the  nobles,  and  le;iviiig  the  kingdom  a 
prey  to  the  fury  of  the  rival  factions,  so  celebrated  in 
hisioty,  of  Burgundy  and  Orleans.  It  was  during  the 
ascendancy  of  the  former  that  John,  duke  of  Touraiae, 

•  Heda  in  Fred.,  p.  268,  260.    Joluui.  a  Leid,  lib.  xxxii.,  cap.  10,  22, 

*  L'bbo  Emmius  **  Kerum  Frisicaruiu,''  lib.  xvii.  xviii.  Joiiau.  4 
I«id^  iib.  xxxii.,  cap.  lU. 


Digitized  by  Go6gIe 


190 


WILLIAM  VI. 


i406  second  son  of  the  King  of  Fmnce,  had  been  betrodied 
to  Jacoba  of  Holland,  niece  of  the  Duke  of  Bturgnndyv. 

John  had,  since  that  time,  resided  chieHy  with  his 
future  &theivin-law;  but  owing  to  the  y^nth  of  the 
1415  parties,  the  marriage  was  not  completed  until  141S^ 
when  Jacoba  was  declared  heir  to  Ilainault,  Iloliandy 
and  Friezland;  which,  after  the  death  of  WiUiam^ 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  Duke  of  Touraine,  and  to 
descend  undivided  to  the  eldest  son,  or,  in  de&ult  of 
heirs  male,  to  the  eldest  daughter,  of  this  OMnriage^ 
Tlie  ancient  laws,  privileges,  and  customs  of  the  laa*l 
were  to  be  preserved  unimpaired,  and  no  offices  con- 
ferred on  foreigners^ 

By  the  death  of  his  elder  brotlicr,  Louis,  without 
issue,  John  succeeded,  a  few  months  after,  to  the  title 
of  dauphin,  and  became  heir-apparent  to  the  Freneli 
crown.    Immediately  upon  that  event,  therefore,  am- 
bassadors were  despatched  to  Uainault  to  invite  him 
to  the  court  of  his  father ;  but  the  state  of  Prance  was 
not  such  as  to  induce  William  to  risk  the  safety  of  the 
young  prince,  the  husband  of  his  only  child,  by  sending' 
him  tliithcr.    That  countrv,  besides  bL'insf  desolated  bv 
civil  dissensions,  was  now  engaged  in  a  dangerous  and 
ruinous  war  with  Henry  V.  of  England :  nine  thou* 
sand  of  her  bravest  knights  lay  dead  on  the  field  of 
Agincourt,  and  the  hope  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
the  conqueror  appeared  almost  chimerical.   The  Or- 
leans faction  had  now  entire  ijossession  of  the  court, 
and  viewed  both  William  and  the  young  dauphin  with 
dislike  and  suspicion,  on  account  of  their  close  con- 
nection with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.    These  feelings 
were  still  further  increased  on  finding  that  the  deputies 

'  Monstrelet,  vol.  i.,  chap  27* 
Villmt  Con.  de  Yelly,  Urn.  xQ.,  p.  470.  Groot  Flalciifttb.,  3  deel. 
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sent  hj  the  duke  to  Vateiicieiui68»  during  the  etay  of 

the  French  Ambassadors  tliure,  had  been  admitted  to 
more  thaa  one  secret  confereuce  with  the  count»  while 
the  ktt^  weie  obliged  to  content  thenuielTes  with  a 
poblic  audience.  In  consideration  of  these  circum- 
staoeefi^  William  penkted  in  retaining  the  dauphin 
under  Us  own  proleetion. 

W  iiiie  matters  were  thus  pending^  the  Emperor  Sigis- 
mondairived  at  Dordrecht,  on  hia  way  from  the  court  of 
Paris  to  that  of  London,  whither  he  was  iic  ( (>m])anied  1416 
by  the  Count  of  Holland*  for  the  purpose  of  lu  notiatini;' 
in  concert  a  peace  between  France  and  England^. 
But  whether  Sigisnuind  had  never  been  sincere  in  his 
endeavours  to  eflect  a  reconciliation,  or  that,  finding  it 
impoarible  to  bring  the  belligerente  to  reasonable 
terms,  he  thought  it  best,  eiuisidering  the  enfeebled 
and  distracted  condition  of  France^  to  consult  his  own 
interest  by  siding  with  the  stronger,  he  abandoned  ere 
long  the  chamcter  of  mediator*  and  concluded  with 
Eiq^d  a  treaty  of  alliance  against  France.  William, 

diggiistcd  at  this  selfish  policy,  abruptly  left  England, 
without  waiting  for  the  emperor,  having  succeeded 
only  in  effecting  a  truce  between  England  and  France 
for  five  months,  which  was  afterwards  prolonged j. 

Repose  being  thus  for  a  season  secured  to  France 
from  without,  William  determined  to  use  his  endea* 
vours  to  allay  the  distractitjus  prevailing  within  the 
kingdom.  He  therefore  yielded  to  the  reiterated 
solicitations  of  the  French  ambassadors,  and  conducted 
the  Daupliin  as  far  as  Compeigne*  he  himself  proceed- 
ing to  Paris  to  arrange  the  terms  of  his  reception. 
After  long  contestations  with  the  nieiubers  of  the 
Orleans  faction  in  that  court,  William  declared,  for- 

*  Rym.  Feed,,  torn,  ix.,  p.  362.  Johan.  a  Lcid.,  lib.  xxxii.,  cap.  22. 
^  Rviu.  I'ced.,  torn,  ix.,  p.  380.   Juliuii.  u  Lvid.,  lib.  xxxii.^  cap.  22. 
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malljy  that  the  youug  prince  should  either  come  to 
court  in  company  with  the  Duke  of  Buigundy,  or 
return  immediately  to  Ilainault^.  Either  his  dread  of 
the  Orleaus  party  must  Iiave  been  extremet  to  make 
him  insist  in  such  a  determined  manner  on  the  return 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  a  court  where  he  was  so 
justly  obnoxious^  or  he  must  have  entertained  for  him 
an  esteem  and  confidence  but  ill  deserved  or  requited ; 
since  John,  the  most  crafty  aud  selfish  prince  of  the 
age  in  wluch  he  lived,  made  about  this  time  a  secrol 
treaty  of  alliance  with  England,  wherein  the  interests 
of  the  young  dauphin  were  wholly  sacrificed,  inasmuch 
as  he  acknowledged  the  right  of  Henry  and  his  heirs  to 
the  kingdom  of  France,  promising  to  aid  him  to  the 

1416  utmost  of  his  power  against  his  enemies  in  that 
country,  and  declaring  nuU  and  void  any  exception 
before  made  in  favour  of  the  dauphinl 

The  Freuch  government,  finding  William  so  obsti- 
nately resolved  upon  the  subject  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  determined  to  arrest  him;  but,  having 
obtained  iutcUigeuce  of  their  design,  he  precipitately 
quitted  Paris,  attended  by  only  two  servants,  and 
retired  to  Conipeigne.  On  his  arrival  there,  he  tuuiid, 
with  mingled  grief  and  consternation,  that  the  ol^ect 

1417  of  all  his  anxiety  and  cares  lay  at  the  point  of  death, 
occasioned,  as  some  say,  by  the  bursting  of  a  tumour  in 
the  head^y  but  the  more  general  opinion  prevailed^ 
that  the  youth  died  by  poisonf .   Both  the  Burgundiaa 

^  Uonstielet,  vol.  iv^  eliap.  46,  p.  256. 

>  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  ix.,  p.  aS6. 

■  MoDfltrelet,  vol.  i.,  chap.  46,  p.  206t 


*  From  n.s.^n'v^iiiintinii  of"  the  Huke  of  Orleans  (1407)^  tad  liifl  Open 
avowal  and  just itica lion  of  that  crime. 

t  According  to  Jolm  of  Leyden,  a  magnificent  suit  of  armour  was 
sent  hira,  poisonetl,  which,  with  the  eagerness  of  youth,  ho  ammeaialaly 


Digitized  by  Google 


WILLIAM  VI. 


and  Orleans  parties  accused  each  other  of  this  crimes 

but  SDSfHcion  chiefly  rested  on  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
who  both  feared  and  hated  the  Duke  of  Burguudy, 
and  whose  son-in-law,  Charles,  due  de  Ponthieu, 

became  by  this  untimely  death  heir  apparent  to  the 
crown 

To  WilUam  his  loss  was  irreparable.    The  succes- 

iion  to  the  county  had  been  settled  on  his  only  legiti- 
mate child,  Jacoba,  with  the  condition  that  the 
goyemment  was  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  her  husband. 
Ou  both  the  previous  occasions,  when  tiie  county  had 
been  left  without  a  male  heir,  a  great  proportion  of 
the  Hollanders  had  shown  a  vehement  dislike  to 
submit  to  the  authority  of  a  female;  and  he,  therefore, 
dreaded  lest  the  claims  of  his  daughter  might  be  set 
aside  in  fiivoiir  of  his  brother,  John,  bishop  elect  of 
Liege.  To  guard  against  any  such  attempt,  he  assem- 
bled the  nobles  and  towns  of  Holland,  who,  at  his 
requisition,  solemnly  swore  to  acknowledge  Jacoba 
kwful  heir  and  successor,  in  case  he  should  die  without 
a  son.  Most  of  principal  nobles  and  the  large 
towns  of  Hoi  hind  signed  this  agreement,  as  well  as 
the  states  of  Zealand ;  and  William,  thinking  he  had 
now  placed  the  succession  of  his  daughter  on  a  firm 
footing,  returned  to  Hainault^.  Here  he  soon  after 
died,  from  a  swelling  in  the  thigh,  which  he  was  per* 
suaded  to  have  lanced,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pain; 

"  Meyer  Ann.  Fland.^  lib.  xv.,  ad  ann.  1417>  p.  250.  Pont.  Heut., 
lib.  iii.,  cap.  8. 

•  Heda  in  Vnd^  p.  271, 280.  Gioot  Flakaat,  ded.  iii,,  bl.  8. 


]iut  on,  and  dietl  n  -hort  time  after:  tln'  lii-torian  does  not  mention 
from  wh'  iir»  it  caiiK'.— Lib,  xxxii.,  nip.  2G.  ^Eguiius  de  Ro}  a  gives  a 
similar  acccmnt,  \sith  tlie  addition  that  the  ai*mour  was  sent  by  his 
mother  (Chron.  Belg.,  ad  ann.  1417,  p.  70);  an  opinion  adopted  by 
Heda,  p.  171.  Mi'ver,  however,  says,  that  be  hved  eight  days  after, 
which  would  seem  to  contradict  the  suspicion  of  poit^on.— i  '.  ii.>(». 

VOL.  I.  O 
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-  but  the  ezhaiution  attendant  on  the  opentaon,  com-^ 

biued  with  grief  for  the  miserable  Me  of  the  youi^ 
^uphin,  proved  too  mnch  for  bis  constitution:  he 
langnished  only  a  few  days,  and  died  at  Boucbain,  ia 
May,  1417      He  was  a  prince  of  uudoubted  courage 
and  conduct  in  war ;  and  in  his  domestic  government^ 
lie  appears  to  have  been  ginlty  of  no  act  of  injustice 
or  oppression  during  his  whole  reign.    Such  was  the 
(pinion  generally  entertained  of  his  integrity  and 
prudence,  that  the  two  hostile  and  embittered  Actions 
of  Burgundy  and  Orleans  did  not  hesitate  to  choose 
bim  as  arbiter  of  their  differences,  and  guarantee  for 
the  security  of  both  parties he  was,  moreover, 
handsome  in  person,  and  *'a  knight  of  a  galiaut  aud 
noble  bearing,  excelling  most  others  of  his  time  in 
tUting^'* 

It  was  perhaps  a  proof  of  his  judgment,  that  he 
made  no  endeavour  to  reduce  Priessland  to  submisrion* 

A  vast  expeuse  of  blood  and  treasure  had  already 
been  lavished  upon  this  futile  and  chimerical  project, 
which,  even  if  successful,  would  only  have  added  to 
Holland  a  number  of  restless  aud  unprofitable  subjects; 
and  he  might  be  well  satisfied  to  have  made  instead 
the  more  useful,  though  less  imposing  acquisitions,  of 
the  lordship  of  Arkel*,  and  the  strong  town  of  Yssel- 
stem,  surrendered  to  him  by  the  Lord  of  Egmond, 
both  of  which  he  permanently  uuited  to  Holiuud:  the 

»  Meyer  Ann.,  lib.  XT.,  ad  ann.  1417,  p.  260.    Johan.  )l  hM^ 
lib.  xxxii.,  cap.  25,  27. 

1  Viilaret,  Con.  de  Velly,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  74. 

■  Pont.  UwU  Ber.  Bun,  Ub.  iii.,  cap.  5.    Froimart,  toL  tu,  cbap.  21, 
andpaflBim. 


*  This  ancient  bai-ony  lin*l  Inn  granted,  it  is  said,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  tentli  century,  to  one  Ikyncman,  a  Hungai-ioii  refugee  in  thesemce 
of  Theodore  ll.^Johan.  k  Lcid.,  lib.  vii.,  cap.  27. 
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farti&CMtioim  of  the  latter  were  razed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  reign»  after  an  attempt  made  hj  John  yan 
Egmond  and  William  van  Ysselstein  to  repossess 
themselves  of  their  paternal  inheritanoe*.  During  the 

reiern  of  William,  the  herring  fishery,  a  source  of  sucli 
immense  national  wealth  to  Holland,  began  rapidly  to 
increase.  In  1414^  Jacob  Beukelson*  of  BeerWiet^ 
discovered  the  new  and  excuiiuut  method  still  in  use, 
of  diying  and  banelling  herrings^  and  two  years  after, 
die  first  large  herriiig  sein  was  mannfiustnred  at 
Hoom\ 

•  Hetia  iu  Jb'rcU.,  p.  271.   *  Veliufly  Chronyck  van  Hoorn,  boek  i.,  y.  !<• 
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Accession  of  Jacola.  Host  Hit  lest  of  John  of  Bavaria,  Marriage  of 
Jacoha  with  J  oh  u  of  Brabant.  Sie^c  of  Dordrecht,  Loss  of 
Rotterdam  aiid  Sout/i  Holland.  Compromise.  E^neical  of  Hos^ 
tilitiet,  Ditiensions  between  the  Countess  ami  her  Hn^lmnd, 
Jacoba  Mir€$  to  Epgland.  Divorce,  Marriage  itith  t/te  Dulce 
iif  Qkmet9t0r,  AUimee  betweeti  Burgundy  and  Englmd,  Duke 
tf  Cfhucerter  ^oet  to  ffmnauli.  Meiurm  io  England.  Jaeoba 
deliured  inio  tht  Jumd$  ^fthe  Duk$  of  Bwrgwady.  Htr  Bkoape 
from  ConfimmenU  8kge  of  Sehoan^anm*  Trait  <jf  a  Buiy^ker 
of  thai  Town,  Death  of  John  of  Bamria.  Duke  of  Bur^/undy 
declared  his  Heir,  Jacoha  attacks  and  dtfeats  her  Enemies. 
Arrival  of  Reinfurcements from  England.  Eiu/lish  defeated  near 
Brouicer shaven^  and  loss  of  Zealand.  Jacoba  in  North  HolUmd. 
Retreats  to  Gouda.  Loss  of  Zevenher<jeyi,  III  condition  of  Ja- 
cola's  affairs.  Demoted  bjf  the  Duhe  of  Gloucetter,  Surrender  of 
QoudOf  and  Compromuo.  Fourth  Marriage^  and  Death  ^ 
Jaeoiia» 

1417      The  death  of  William  VI.  left  the  government  of 

the  county  in  the  hands  of  his  young  and  widowed 
daughter^  who  had  barelj  attained  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Yet,  endued  with  understanding  far  above  her  years 
and  a  courage  uncommon  to  her  sex,  joined  to  the 
moat  captivating  grace  and  beauty,  the  countess  had 

already  secured  the  respect  and  affection  of  her  su]>- 
jects,  which,  alter  her  accession,  she  neglected  no 
method  to  retain,  by  confirming  everywhere  their 
ancient  cliarters  and  privileges;  and  the  Hollanders 
might  have  promised  themselves  long  years  of  tran- 
quillity and  happiness  under  her  rule,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  unprincipled  umbition  of  her  paternal  uncle, 
John  of  Bavaria»  sumamed  the  Ungodly*,  bishop  elect 
of  Liege  \ 

*  Meyer,  lib.  xv.,  od  ann.  1417,  p.  2^0. 
*  **Siiie  pietate,"  £roin  hU  refusal  to  receive  holy  orders ;  othen  gire 
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He  had  been  choBen  to  this  see  many  yean  since; 

bat  having  constantly  refused  to  receive  priest's  orders, 
tiic  burghers  of  Liege  took  upon  themselves  to  elec( 
Theodore,  son  of  the  Count  of  Parvis,  as  their  bishop, 
and  forced  Joliu  to  retire  to  Miiestricht.  He  Tvas 
iifterwards  restored  to  his  see^  cbiefly  by  the  instm* 
mentality  of  his  brother,  William  of  Holland ;  yet  so 
far  forgot  the  debt  of  gratitude  be  owed  him,  as  to 
endeavonr  at  this  time  to  deprive  his  only  daughter  of 
her  inheritance^  Being  resolved  to  abandon  the 
spiritual  condition,  and  procure  biuiself  to  be  acknow- 
ledged Governor  of  Holland,  he  repaired  to  Dordrecht* 
where  he  had  many  partisans,  and  was  proclaimed 
there,  as  well  as  at  Briel,  iu  the  lordsliip  of  Voorue, 
this  estate  having  been  conferred  on  him  by  Count 

William.  All  the  other  towns,  however,  both  of 
Uoliaud  and  Zealand,  and  whether  espousing  the  hook 
or  cod  party,  refused  to  acknowledge  him.  Having, 
therefore,  made  a  league  with  Willianj  van  Arkel  and 
John  van  Egmond,  he,  with  their  assistance,  possessed 
himself  of  Gorinchero.  On  this  commencement  of 
hostilities  by  her  uncle,  Jacoba  assembled  her  troops, 
obtained  some  auxiliaries  frwi  Utrecht  and  Amersfoort, 
and  jjlaciiii;  herself  at  their  head  recaptured  Gorin- 
chera,  where,  in  a  sharp  encounter,  the  followers  of 
John  were  defeated,  and  William  of  Arkel,  with  more 
than  a  thousand  men,  slain'.  The  presence  of  so 
formidable  an  enemy  in  her  states,  made  it  advisably 

k  Hemato.  Cor.,  Col.  ii.,  p.  1194.  Johan.  k  Leid.,  lib,  csp^ 
d,10. 

<  Gboemcene  ChroD.,  Divia,  xzvlii.,  eap.  6, 7« 


him  the  surname  of  «  pitiless,"  which  it  is  said  he  obtained  by  hi 
cruelties  at  Liege  :  hut  he  gave  no  orders  for  executiona  theie^  except  ia 
conjunction  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Count  id  Holland.  Hwr 
strelet,  vui.  ii.,  chap.  3. 
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that  the  young  countess  should  marry  without  delay. 
Her  father  had  in  his  Mrill  named  as  her  future  hus« 
band,  John,  eldest  son  of  Anthony,  late  duke  of  Bra- 
bant*, and  tirst  cousin  to  Jacoba ;  and  although  she 
showed  no  inclination  to  the  person  of  the  youn^ 
prince,  the  union  was  so  earnestly  pressed  by  her 
mother  and  John,  duke  of  Burgundy,  her  uncle,  that,  a 
dispensation  having  been  procured  from  the  pope,  the 
1418  parties  were  married  at  Beervliet  early  in  the  followingf 
spring^. 

John  of  BaTaria,  to  whom  this  marriage  left  no 

pretence  for  insisting  on  the  regency,  saw  himself 
obliged  either  to  resign  altogether  his  claims  to  the 
government  of  Holland,  or  to  adopt  decisive  measures 
for  obtaining  sole  possession  of  it :  and  as  motives  of 
ambition  swayed  him,  far  more  than  those  of  natural 
affection,  he  determined  to  thrust  his  niece  from  the 
seat  of  her  fathers,  and  found  means  to  induce  the 
Pope,  Martin  V.,  and  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  to  lend 
their  aid  to  his  project. 

Both  the  pope  and  emperor  were  at  this  time 
attending  the  Council  of  Constance^  opened  in  1414 
for  the  purpose  of  reforming  the  church  in  its  head 
and  in  its  members,  and  of  terminating  the  schism  of 
double  popes,  which  had  now  lasted  for  thirty-six 
years.  Thither,  therefore,  John  sent  a  trusty  ambas- 
sador, to  resign  his  bishopric  into  the  hands  of  the 
]>ope,  and  to  solicit  in  return  a  dispensation  from  holy 
orders  and  liberty  to  enter  the  marriage  state.  Martin 

« Meyer,  lib.,  xt.,  ad  imu  1417,  p*  260.  GhcmMiie  Chroa,  Diria. 

...   tf 

zmii.,  cap*  7« 


*  The  Duchess  Joanna  of  Brabant  bad,  at  the  rcqueiit  of  Philip  I.  of 
Burgundy,  settled  Brabant  on  his  second  son,  Anthony ;  John,  the  eldest, 
inheriting  Baigundy.  Joban*  4  I^eid.,  lib.  xaadi«,  cap.  5. 
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consented  ivithont  heatation  to  his  widi68»  and  a 

matrimonial  aiiiance  with  Elizabeth  of  Luxemburg, 
vidovr  of  Anthony,  duke  of  Brabant,  and  niece  to  the 
emperor,  gained  him  the  favoor  and  snpport  of  Sigls- 
mund,  who  declared  the  county  of  lloilaud  and  Zea- 
land a  fief  leTerted  in  defitmlt  of  heirs  male  to  the 
empire,  with  which  be  invubti  <1  John  of  Bavaria,  com- 
manding the  nobility,  town%  aud  inhabitants  in  general^ 
to  acknowledge  ali^iance  to  him>  and  releasing  them 
from  the  oaths  they  had  taken  to  Jacoba  and  Jolin  of 
Brabant^ 

Upon  the  strength  of  the  imperial  mandate,  John 
of  Bavaria  assumed  the  title  of  count,  and  was  ac- 
knowledged at  Dordrecht;  but  notwithstanding  that 

he  promised  tlio  towns  an  extension  of  their  j)!ivileges, 
and  among  the  most  important,  bound  hlmseii'  not  to 
coin  money  without  their  advice  and  consent,  he  found 
none  inclined  to  forsake  their  allegiance  to  the  Coun- 
tess Jacoba ;  they  declared,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
county  of  Holland  and  Zealand  was  no  fief  of  the 
empire,  nor  was  the  succession  in  anywise  restricted 
to  heirs  male  V 

So  far  from  sii])porting  the  pretensions  of  John, 
the  towns  of  Haarlem,  Deltr,  and  Leyden,  had  raised 
a  loan  for  Jacoba  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  English 
nobles  by  the  sale  of  annuities  in  Ilainault;  and, 
uniting  their  forces  with  those  of  the  other  large  towns, 
laid  siege  to  Dordrecht,  the  expedition  being  com- 
manded by  the  young  Joim  of  Brabant.  Ilis  troops 
were  not  in  sufficient  number  to  carry  the  town  by 
assault,  which  was  so  plentifully  stored  and  victualled, 

•  SufiP.  Pet,  p.  156.  Ghemeene  Cbroa.,  divis.  xzriii.,  cap.  7,  8. 
Ryiiu  F(sd.,  tom.  ix.,  p.  5GC. 

'  Herm.  Cor.,  Col.  u.,  p.  1226.  Balen  Dordxecbt,  bl.  285.  Ghemma, 
ChioiL,  diris.  xxviii.,  cap.  9. 
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that,  after  a  blockade  of  six  weeks,  he  was  obliged 

abandon  the  undertaking  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions 
in  InN  own  carap^.    Eacouraged  by  this  success,  John 
of  Bavaria  advanced  to  Rotterdam*  the  capture  of 
which  John  of  Brabant  found  liiniself  unal)k»  to  pre- 
vent>  and  the  former,  iu  consequence,  became  master  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  South  Holland.   John  and 
Jacuba  being"  precluded  by  this  means  from  receiving" 
1419  succours  from  Brabant,  couseuted  to  an  accommodation 
under  the  mediation  of  Philip,  count  of  Charolois,  son 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  duke  himself  being  at 
this  time  fully  occupied  with  the  affairs  of  France  and 
England.    By  the  treaty  now  made,  Rotterdam,  Dor- 
dreclit,  and  Gorinchem,  witli  a  considenible  portion  of 
South  Holland,  were  surrendered  to  John  of  Bavaria, 
to  hold  as  a  fief  of  €he  Count  and  Countess  of  Holland  ; 
in  case  Jacoba  died  witli out  issue,  John  of  liavaria  was 
to  be  immediately  put  in  possession  of  the  whole,  of 
her  states.    The  government,  moreover,  was  to  be 
exercised  in  common  by  John  of  Bavaria  and  Jolui  of 
Brabant  for  the  next  five  years.   The  members  of  the 
council  of  state,  and  the  treasurers  of  the  county,  the 
schouts  and  sheriiTs  of  the  towns,  with  the  bailiii's  of 
the  open  country,  were  to  be  appointed  by  them  jointly ; 
taking  the  oatli,  nevertheless,  to  John  of  lirabaut  and 
Jacoba,  who  were  likewise  to  enjoy  alone  the  revenues 
of  the  counties  of  Holland  and  Hainault   John  of 
Bavaria  a^ntutl  ou  his  side  to  surrender  all  right  to  the 
county  founded  upon  any  imperial  or  papal  grant,  in 
consideration  of  100,000  English  nobles  to  be  paid  in 
two  years**. 

Although  this  treaty  was»  it  should  appear,  suiii* 

p  ITmn.  Cor,,  col.  ii.,  p.  1232. 
Meyer,  lib.  xvi.,  ad  ann.  1419,  p.  261.  Suff.  Pet.,  p.  IM.  Qraot 
PJakaat.,  d  deel.,  hi.  9. 
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eienily  fiiYoimble  to  John  of  Bavaria,  he  did  not  long 

adhere  to  its  provisions,  for  John  and  Jaeoba  going 
to  Brabant  soon  after,  he  took  advantage  of  their 
absence  to  extend  his  authority  in  HoUand,  conferrin<^ 
upon  his  o>vn  adherents,  chieily  members  of  the  ced 
party,  all  the  public  offices,  without  the  intervention  of 
either  the  count  or  countess.  Perceiving  the  cour^  of 
conduct  pureued  by  John,  Philip  van  Wassenaan 
borgrave  of  Leyden,  and  several  others  of  the  hook 
nobles,  made  a  Ira^i^ue  with  the  citizens  of  Utreclit  and 
Amersfoort,  at  once  declared  war  against  liini,  and 
took  possession  of  Rhynsburg  and  other  forts  belonging 
to  the  cods*.  John  of  Jiavaria,  upon  these  unexpected 
hostilities,  repaired  to  Gouda  to  assemble  his  troops^ 
whence  he  advanced  directly  to  the  siege  of  Leyden, 
garrit>oned  by  four  or  five  Imndrcd  Utrechters  in  addi-  1420 
tion  to  the  buigher  guards.  After  a  siege  of  about  two 
months,  provisions  became  scarce  within  the  town ;  and 
the  besieged,  despairing  of  relief,  since  John  and 
Jaeoba  were  fully  occupied  in  appeasing  some  disturb- 
ances which  had  arisen  in  Brabant,  hstened  to  the  con- 
ditions oiiered  them  by  John  of  Bavaria  and  consented 
to  receive  him  as  governor*  Leydeu,  which  until  then 
had  belonged  to  burgraves  of  its  own,  as  a  lief  of  Hol- 
land, was  henceforward  annexed  to  the  county,  under 
the  immediate  rule  of  the  sovereign^ 

John,  then,  witli  the  design  of  invading  Brabant 
itself,  marched  to  the  frontier  town  of  Geertruydenberg, 
which  immediately  opened  its  gates ;  but  the  citadel, 
under  the  command  of  Theodore  van  Merwcde,  held 
out  for  some  days,  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  its 
reduction,  tliough  short,  lost  him  the  chance  of  con- 

*  Vcldenaar  Chr  ny(  k  \  .ni  Hoi.,  ^tc,  M.  IIB.    Snff.  Pet.,  p.  156. 

*  Divaeup,  Rer.  iirab.,  lib.  xviii.,  ad  imiu  1420,    Boxliori),  Theat. 
Urb.,  p.  10(>,  101. 
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quiring  Biabant.  The  nobles  of  that  Btat6»  duBsaitisfied 

"with  the  admiiiistratioQ  of  Duke  John,  a  prince  of 
slow  uuderstandiiig,  and  addicted  to  indolent  pleasures^ 
summoned  his  brother  Philip,  Comoit  de  St.  Pol  from 
Fmnce,  and  conferred  on  him  the  oflice  of  governor  of 
the  duchy.  This  gave  John  of  Bavaria  a  far  different 
antagonist  to  contend  with.  Philip,  on  his  arrival,  lost 
no  time  in  collecting  a  force  sudicient  to  oppose  his 
purposed  invasion;  and  John  was  able  to  execute 
nothing  more  in  Brabant  than  to  suri»rise  and  pillag^e 
Lillo  and  Zandvlietl 

The  feeble  John  of  Brabant^  at  variance  both  with 
his  brother  .uid  his  subjects,  was  reduced  to  niaku  a 
treaty  with  his  rival,  whereby  he  ceded  to  him  IIollaDd, 
Zealand,  and  Friezland»  for  the  space  of  twelve  yeara  ^ 
and  this  conduct  without  bettering  the  condition  of  liib 
affairSi  served  but  to  increase  the  dislike  with  which  he 
had  for  some  time  been  viewed  by  the  Brabanters  ; 
nor  was  this  feeling  manifested  by  them  alone.  The 
Countess  Jacoba  had  consented  to  the  marriage  with 
the  young  Duke  of  Brabant,  without  the  slightest  sen- 
timent of  affection  towards  him,  yielding  her  own 
inclinations  on  this  point  to  the  persuasions  of  her 
mother:  nor  were  the  ciiciimstances  of  their  union 
such  OS  subsequently  to  conciliate  her  love  or  esteem. 
The  princess  was  in  her  twentynBecond  year,  of  a  healthy 
constitution  and  vigorous  intellect,  lively,  spirited,  aud 
courageous ;  her  husband,  on  the  contrary,  about  two 
years  younger  than  herself,  was  feeble  alike  in  body 
and  mind,  indolent,  and  capricious.  Through  his  inca* 
pacity,  she  now  saw  herself  stripped  of  her  fitirest 
possessions,  nor  did  there  appear  any  security  for  her 
retaining  the  rest ;  he,  moreover,  maintained  an  illicit 

'  Meyer,  lib.  xvi.,  ad  ann.  1420,  p.  162,  ^idius  de  Roya,ad  ana. 
1419,  p.  74.   Ileda,  in  Fred.,  p.  2|3. 
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connexion  with  the  daughter  of  a  Brabant  nobleman; 
and,  with  the  petty  tyranny  whioh  little  minds  are  so 
ibnd  of  exereising,  he  forced  her  to  dismiss  all  the 
Holland  ladies  from  Ler  service,  and  to  fill  their  places 
widi  those  of  Brabant"'.  Jacoba,  bred  up  from  her 
inlkiiey  in  Holland  and  Hainault,  was  devotedly  at- 
tached to  her  country  and  people;  and  this  last  act  of 
mjustioe,  on  the  part  of  her  husband,  increased  the 
contempt  and  aversion  with  Avhicli  slio  had  lou^x  regarded 
him,  to  an  uncontrollable  degree,  bhe  secretly  quitted 
the  court ;  and,  accompanied  by  her  mother,  escaped  by 
way  of  Calais  to  England,  where  she  was  courteously  1421 
receiyed  by  Henry  V.,  and  a  hundred  pounds  a  month 
allotted  for  her  maintenance.  Tn  the  winter  of  the 
same  year,  she  held  at  the  baptismal  lout  the  infant 
son  of  the  lung,  afterwards  Henry  VI  ^ 

Jaeoba  was  now  determined  at  all  risks  to  procure 
the  dissolution  of  the  bonds  that  had  become  so  odious 
to  her;  and  Humphry,  duke  of  Gloucester,  brother  of 
the  king,  tempted  by  her  large  inheritance,  and  capti- 
vated by  her  i»ersonal  charms,  eagerly  entered  into  a 
negotiation  with  her  for  a  future  matrimonial  alliance* 
which  had  been  projected  even  before  her  flight  from 
Brabant. 

An  almost  insurmountable  difficulty,  however,  pre- 
sented itself,  in  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  dispensation 
from  the  Pope.  Martin  V.  had  granted  one  three 
years  before,  against  the  wishes  both  of  the  emperor 
and  John  of  Bavaria,  for  her  marriage  with  John  of 
Brabant ;  and  it  appeared  scarcely  reasonable  to  ask 
him  now  to  revoke  it,  when  by  so  doing  he  must 

*  Monstrelet,  vol.  v.,  p.  35.   Meyer,  lib.  xvi.,  ad  aim.  1420, 1421, 
p.  162.  Dirmm  Rer.  Brab.,  lib.  zviii.,  ad  ann.  1421. 

*  MoDstrelet.  t<A,     chap.  50.  Meyer,  lib.  xyU,  ad  ann.  1421,  p.  162. 
Rynu  FoBd.,  tom.     p.  67, 129, 134. 
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offend  besides  these  prinoes,  to  whom  her  alliance  with 

England  would  naturally  bp  distasteful,  the  powerful 
Duke  of  BurguQdj,  who^  in  case  Jacoba  and  John  of 
Bavaria  should  die  without  issue,  stood  next  in  sueces- 
siou  to  the  couuty.  Despairing,  therefore,  ot  success 
in  this  quarter,  Humphry  and  Jacoba  applied  to 
Benedict  XII I.,  who  had  been  deposed  by  the  Council 
of  Pisa  in  1409,  and  was  acknowledged  only  by  tlio 
King  of  Arragon.  Benedict,  flattered  with  the  recog^- 
nitioii  of  his  authority,  and  pleased  with  the  opportunitj 
of  actins:  in  opposition  to  his  rival,  readily  granted  a 
bull  of  divorce,  which  they  pretended  to  have  obtained 
from  the  legitimate  Pope,  and  Mliicli  ]Martin  V.  after- 
wards publicly  declared  to  be  fictitious^ 

Although  such  a  diTorce  could  not,  by  any  means, 
1422  be  considered  as  valid,  the  marriage  between  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester  and  the  Countess  Jacoba  was,  never- 
theless, solemnized  in  the  end  of  the  year  1422,  having 
been  somewhat  delayed  by  the  death  of  iving  Henry  V  p. 
But  the  advantages  accruing  from  it  to  either  party  hj 
no  means  counterbalanced  the  discreditable  circnm« 
btanceb  under  which  it  was  contracted.  Humphry 
could  not  establish  himself  in  the  states  of  bis  wife^ 
without  the  assistance  of  English  troops  and  money ; 
but  though  lie  had  been  named,  after  the  death  of  his 
brother,  Protector  of  the  kingdom,  he  found  the 
}>eo|)le  little  inclined  to  make  any  sacrifice  of  either 
the  one  or  the  other  to  advance  his  private  interests. 
They  had  now,  during  seyen  years,  been  engaged,  with 
little  cessation,  in  wars  with  Irauce,  which,  although 
attended  with  brilliant  successes,  aud  the  conquest  of 
nearly  the  whole  kingdom,  inevitably  proved  an  im* 

•  Monstrelet,  vol.  ii.,  cliap.  9.   Divieua  Rer.  Smb.,  Hb.  xvUi.,  ad  ann, 
1422,  Monttielety  to],  vi.,  chap.  31. 
V  .^^d.  de  Iloya,  ad  ann,  1^2, 
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tmee  dnin  of  men  and  treasare;  while  the  marrifi^ 

of  Jacoba  with  the  duke  gave  cause  of  offence  to  an 
iiDj>ortant  and  useful  ally  of  England.- 

We  have  before  that  an  alliance  was  formed 
John,  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  Henry  V.  against 
i:  nuiee ;  subsequently  to  that  treaty,  be  had  reconciled 
Unnelf  with  the  Queen  Isabella;  bat  the  dauphin 
beiflg  still  devoted  to  the  Orleans  or  Armagnac  party, 
tiu8  eTenty  instead  of  tending  to  reunite  the  two 
ftetions,  served  but  to  exasperate  their  animosities, 
and  a  series  of  outrage  and  massacre,  revolting  to 
iniiiuiiuty»  was  closed  by  a  crime  which,  though  but  a 
jwt  measure  of  retribution  to  him  who  suffered, 
iiranded  with  infamy  Mm  who,  at  an  age  when  youth 
<xiglit  to  have  been  a  security  for  innocence,  was  per- 
suaded to  give  his  assent  and  coimtenance  to  it.  On 
the  iaith  of  a  hollow  and  insidious  peace,  the  Duke  of 
Kngundy  consented  to  an  interview  with  the  dauphin 
withe  bridge  of  ^Moiitereau,  when  he  was  treacherously 
assassinated  by  du  Gbatel,  one  of  the  followers  of  tiie 
Iilter«. 

The  intelligence  of  this  murder  naturally  roused 
io  tbe  breast  of  Philip,  count  of  Charolois,  his  son,  a 
desire  of  vengeance,  which  absorbed  all  principles  of 
feudal  allegiance  and  all  considerations  of  policy.  In 
coojonction  with  Queen  Isabella,  whose  hatred  towards 
fer  son  was  no  less  bitter  than  that  of  Philip  himself, 
fce  had  concluded  with  Henry  V.  the  treaty  of  Troyes,  1420 
^vhmby  the  snccession  to  the  crown,  after  the  death 
^  Charles  VI.,  and  the  present  administration  of  the 
Wngdom,  was  conferred  on  Ilcnry,  on  his  marriage 
vith  Catherine^  daughter  of  the  King  of  France:  for 
tinistli",  he  stipulated  only,  that  Henry  bhould  assist  in 

4  Motistfelei  pamm  et  torn,  v.,  p.  121. 
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bringing  to  justioe  the  dauphin  aiid  the  other  mttrdenen 

of  his  father'. 

Philip  used  no  lew  zeal  in  contributing  to  cariy 
this  treaty  into  effi^t,  than  he  bad  shown  in  framing  it; 

and  from  that  time  had  continued  firmly  attached  to 
the  interests  of  England.  But  the  proximity  of  his 
claims  to  tlie  comity  of  Holland  rendered  the  marriage 
of  the  English  duke  \^ith  the  countess,  in  the  highest 
degree»  distasteful  to  hinu  She  had  no  children  by 
the  Duke  of  Brabant,  nor  did  it  ajipear  probable  that 
she  ever  would ;  but  her  union  with  Humphry  might 
prove  more  fruitful,  and  the  bSHb  of  a  child  efibetnallj 
bar  Philij)  from  the  succession.    He  therefore  com- 

1492  plained  of  this  step  as  of  an  affiront  offered  to  himaai^ 
to  tlie  Duke  of  Bedford,  elder  brother  of  Gloucester, 
and  regent  of  France,  who  promised  for  liis  brother, 
that  he  should  submit  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
his  marriage  to  the  decision  of  the  Pojie. 

He  found  Humphry,  however,  determined  to  resign, 
on  no  consideration,  either  his  wife  or  his  claim  to  her 

142i  States ;  but  having  obtained  for  her  an  act  of  naturaUsa* 
tion  from  the  English  parliament^  together  with  sub- 
sidies  of  troops  and  money,  he  set  out  for  HainauH, 
where,  Philip  of  Burgundy  and  John  of  Brabaut 
being  unprepared  for  resistance,  the  towns  universally 
opened  their  giites  to  him\ 

But  a  very  siiort  time  elapsed  before  the  Count  de 
St.  Pol  assembled  an  army  of  Burgundians  and  Bra* 
banters,  who  made  themselves  masters  of  Braine  le 
Comte,  where  they  put  the  English  garrison  to  the 
sword.  Little  else  occurred  during  the  campaign, 
except  mutual  defiances  between  the  l>ukefi  of  Bur- 

'  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  ix.,  p.  825^-^40. 

'  Mo]istielet>  toI.  tL,  chap.  24,  25.  Pari.  Hist.,  toiiLi.,  p. 860,  Rym. 
Foed.,  torn,  x.,  p.  911.  DiTWU  Rer,  Biab.,  ad  ann.  1424* 
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gnndy  aad  Gloucester;  and  Humphry  accepting  the 
eballeiige  of  the  former  to  single  combat,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  returned  to  England 
under  {M:etext  of  making  the  ueoesfiary  preporatioofl^ 
Imt  in  reality,  probably,  from  a  conviction  that  he 
should  not  be  able  long  to  withstand  the  power  of 
Bmgmij.  He  left  the  counteat  in  Mens,  which, 
ihortty  after  his  departure,  was  threatened  with  a 
siege.  Jacoba  wTote  a  letter,  couched  in  the  most 
mmng  teimsi  to  solicit  fiuoconm  from  her  husband, 

which,  unhappily,  never  reached  hiui,  btiiig  intercepted 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy*:  she  was  delivered  by  the 
eitaeiis  of  Mens  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke's  depu- 
ties, and  c  01  id  noted  to  Ghent,  to  be  detained  there 
until  the  Pope  should  decide  the  question  of  h&t 
marriage^ 

After  remaining  some  little  time  in  confinement, 
Jseoba  escaped,  in  male  disguise,  to  Antwerp^  and 
resuming  the  attire  of  her  sex,  proceeded  thence  to 
Woudiiohem,  which  opened  its  gates  to  her,  as  well  as 
QttdewBter,  Gouda,  and  Schoonhoren^  The  citadel  of 
the  latter  resisted  for  some  days  the  army  which  the 
hook  nobles  assembled  to  besiege  it,  but  was  ultimately 
faced  to  surrender  on  conditions.  Their  lives  and 
estates  were  granted  to  all  the  defenders  except  one, 
Qsmed  Arnold  BdUng,  the  cause  of  whose  reservation 
is  not  known.  Ilis  conduct  on  the  occasion  proved  that 
the  high  principle  of  honour,  and  undaunted  courage 
which  we  are  accustomed  to  attribute  peculiarly  to  the 
knightly  and  the  noble,  animated  no  less  strongly  the 

»  Meyer,  ad  ann.  ]4-:4,  p.  2G0.  Pout,  lieut.  lUr.  Bur.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  2. 
Monstrtilet,  vol.  vi.,  chap.  2G — 00,  32. 

■  Divans  Rer.  Brab.,  Ub.  xviii.,  ad  aiiu.  1424.  Momtrdet,  vol.  vi., 
chap.  36. 

*  Vide  HoiA  Q  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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breast  of  a  simple  Dutch  burgher.  He  was  condemned 
to  be  buried  alive*  but  besought  a  respite  of  one  month 
to  arran^re  his  affairs,  and  take  h  ave  of  his  friends :  it 
was  granted  upon  his  word  of  honour  alone,  and  ho 
"Was  permitted  to  depart  without  farther  security.  He 
returned  punctually  at  the  time  appointctl,  and  the 
sentence  was  executed  a  short  distance  without  the 
limits  of  the  town.  The  confidence  with  which  this 
singular  request  was  granted,  showing,  as  it  dt^es, 
the  habitual  reliance  placed  on  the  good  laith  of  the 
Hollanders,  is  only  less  admirable  than  the  courageous 
integrity  with  which  the  promise  was  fullilled\ 
1435  death  of  John  the  Ungodly,  by  poison,  admi«* 

nistered,  as  some  say,  at  the  instigation  of  the  comitese* 
dowager,  others,  by  his  steward,  a  knight  of  the  hook 
party,  some  months  after  the  return  of  Jacoba  to 
Holland,  although  it  delivered  lier  from  an  inveterate 
and  powerful  enemy,  did  not  contribute  to  retrieve  her 
fortunes.  He  had  named  Philip  of  Burgundy  his  heir 
in  case  he  should  die  without  issue,  and  tliat  ambitious 
prince  now  took  advantage  of  the  event  to  obtain  from 
John  of  Brabant  the  title  of  governor  and  heir  to  the 
county  of  MoHaud;  John  himself  retaining  the  name 
of  Count,  and  being  acknowledged  as  such  by  all  the 
towns  which  had  held  to  the  party  of  John  of  Bavaria^. 
The  Duke  of  Brabant  confirmed  the  privileges  of  the 
nation,  engaging  that  no  oflices  should  he  given  to 
strangers,  and  that  no  money  should  be  coined  without 
the  consent  of  the  council  and  the  town^.  He  declared 
also,  that  no  exiles  of  the  hook  party  should  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  conntiy  without  permission 

»  Boxhoni  in  Schoonhovcn  Theat.  Urb.,  p.  299. 

"  Tritcnhemii  Cliron.,  nd  aim.  1425.  Meyer  Ann.  Fland.,  lib.  x\i^ 
ad  ann.  1^24,  p.  2G8.  SufT.  Pet.,  p.  157.  .£gid,  de  Ro/^  ad  ann.  1424« 
Bozhom  op  iiei^roberg,  2  dcel.,  bl.  197. 
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£wm  himself  and  kis  comicil''.  From  this  time  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  concerned  himself  in  any  way  with 
^overninent  of  the  county.  lie  returned  iiame- 
diateiy  after  to  Brabant,  when  Phihp  came  iatolioUand, 
where  he  was  acknowledged  governor  by  the  greater 
portion  of  the  towns \ 

The  Countess  Jacoba  remained  meanwhile  at  Gouda, 
where  hearing  that  some  towns  of  the  cod  }>arty,  prin- 
ci|)ally  Haarlem,  Leyden,  and  Amsterdam  had  united 
their  forces  to  besiege  ber,  she  obtained  assistance  from 
the  Utrechters,  who  had  always  remained  faithfol  to 
her  cause,  and  advanced  at  the  head  of  her  troops  to 
meet  her  enemies  near  Alpen,  where  she  gained  a 
considerable  victory  over  them'.  This  success  was 
followed  by  the  welcome  news,  that  an  Eiifrlish  fleet 
had  been  equipped  for  her  service  by  the  Duke  of  1426 
Gloucester,  bringing  five  hundred  clioice  land  troops. 
It  arrived,  in  eftect,  early  in  the  next  year  at  Schouwen, 
nnder  the  command  of  the  £arl  Fitzwalter,  whom 
he  had  appointed  liis  stadtholder  over  Ilulland  and 
Zealand.  Philip,  being  then  at  Leyden,  iissembied  an 
annv  of  4000  men,  and  sailed  from  Rotterdam  to 
iirouwershaven,  where  the  Euglibh,  joined  with  the 
Zealanders  of  the  hook  party,  were  encamped.  Imme- 
diately on  the  landing  of  the  cods  the  troops  came  to 
a  severe  engagement,  which  lasted  tlie  whole  day,  and 
teiminated  to  the  disadvantage  of  tiie  English  and 
hooks;  1400  of  the  former,  and  some  of  the  principal 
nobles  of  Zealaitd  were  ^'laiu  ;  Fitzwalter  himself  being 
foreed  to  seek  safety  by  flight^ 

This  unfortunate  encounter  lost  Jacoba  the  whole 

<  Gioot  Flakaaib^  deel.  iii.,  bl.  13. 
T  JBgid*  de  Boy  a,  ad  ami.  1425,  p.  7'3. 

*  Hetiu.  Com.  Co].,  toin.  ii.,  p.  126o. 

*  PlvsLus  Ber.  Bmb.^  Ub.  xviii.,  od  aim,  1420.    Pont.  UeaU  Ren 
Bor^  lib.      cap.  2. 
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of  Zealand :  nevertheless,  she  did  not  yield  to  despair, 

but  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  Duke  Philip 
from  Holland,  she  engaged  the  men  of  Alkniaar»  with 
the  Kemnierlanders  and  West  Friezlanders,  to  lay 
aiege  to  Haarlem;  this  undertaking  also  was  unsuc* 
cessfiil;  but  the  Kemmerlanders  made  themselves 
masters  of  Enklniyzeii,  Moniiikendam,  and  several 
forts  belonging  to  the  cod  party ^;  they  attempted 
likewise  to  gain  possession  of  Hooin,  but  found  this 
city  determined  to  defend  itself  with  the  utmost 
vigour.  The  animosity  entertained,  by  the  burghers 
against  Jacoba^arose  from  a  circumstance  which  affords 
but  too  strong  evidence  of  the  disregard  into  which, 
during  this  turbulent  period,  the  numerous  laws  made 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  subject  had  fallen. 
A  young  man,  named  John  Laiiibertson,  the  son  of 
Lambert  Kuyf,  burgomaster  of  Hoom,  happening  to 
see  the  countess  at  (Ion < la,  incautiously  observed,  that 
it  was  a  shame  that  so  noble  and  lovely  a  lady  should 
be  dragged  hither  and  thither  like  a  common  woman.** 
This  remark  being  repeated  to  Jacoba,  tlie  youth  waa 
seized,  tried,  and  condemned  to  death  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Holland.  The  unhappy  father  pleaded,  in  tho 
most  moving  terms  and  with  the  oder  of  a  large  sum^ 
for  the  Ufa  of  his  only  son.  He  failed  in  obtaining 
a  remission  of  the  sentence;  but  hopes  Avere  given 
him,  that  at  the  last  iiour,  on  the  scafibld,  a  mandate 
would  arrive  from  the  Lady  Jacoba  to  stay  the  execu-* 
tion.  Tliey  proved  delusive,  and  the  sutterer  was 
beheaded  on  the  day  appointed.  The  deep  resent- 
ment which  an  act  of  such  lawless  cruelty  excited  in 
the  breast  of  the  father  was  shared  by  all  the  mem« 
hers  of  the  government^  who  came  to  an  unanimous 

^  Meyer  Ann.  Fkad.^  Ub.  xvi^  ad  aim.  1426^  p.  271.  Monatvalet, 
vol.  vi.^  chap*  98. 
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resolution  never,  in  any  case,  to  acknowledge  Jacoba  as 
coQiitess*^*.   The  burghenf,  therefore^  fortified  their 
town,  which  iks  yet  lay  open,  with  afitonkhiii^  rapiditj, 
Lambert  Kuyf  ap})l}ing  to  this  purpose  the  whole  of 
the  money  which  be  had  offered  for  his  son's  ransom, 
and  sent  to  demand  assistance  from  Duke  Philip 
agaiust  the  Keninierlanders.    On  the  urrivnl  of  three 
himdied  Picardins,  under  the  command  of  Villiers  de 
Lisle  Adam,  they  attacked  tlie  besie<2fers  in  the  su])urb3 
of  Hoom,  defeated,  and  put  them  to  flight.    The  loss 
of  this  battle  and  the  advance  of  Philip  in  person  did 
nut  permit  Jacc^ba  to  continue  any  longer  in  North 
Holland.    She  therefore  retreated  once  more  to 
CU>nda,  when  all  the  towns  in  that  quarter  opened 
their  gates  to  Philip.    The  hooks,  exasperated  at  their 
defeat  before  Uoorn»  yented  their  rage  upon  the  town 
of  Enkhuyzen;  havin^^  collected  a  few  vessels,  they 
surprised  it  as  the  burghers  were  enjraged  in  their 
midday  meal,  seized  more  than  a  hundred  of  the  prin- 
cipal persons  and  Ix  liciuled  them.    Under  pretext  of 
securing  them  from  similar  assaults  in  future,  Philip 
placed  foreign  garrisons  in  the  greater  number  of  the 
towns,  and  erected  a  citadel  at  Hoom**.    The  filling 
the  town  with  foreign  soldiers,  an  act  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  was  the  first  of  those  violent 
and  unpopular  measures  pursued  by  Philip  and  his  suc- 
eeesors,  which,  in  the  next  centuiy,  lost  them  so  rich 
and  fair  a  portion  of  their  dominions.'    It  was  followed 

<  Teliiis  Hoom,  boek  L,  p.  23. 

*  TdiiiA  Hoom,  boek  i.,  p.  2%  27, 28.  MonrtKlet,  vol.  cbap.  38, 
pp»  ITtt,  177* 

*  Slander  (^Lasteriag"),  under  wliicli  denommation  ibis  offence 
would  eome^  was  punishable  by  fine  only;  and,  consequently,  not  being 
eapital,  was  within  the  jnriidictiofk  of  tbe  TierKhaar,*'  or  municipal 
court,  and  did  not  belong  to  that  of  the  npxeme  court  of  Holland. 
Groiivs  Inleydinge^  &e.,  boek  iii.,  deel  36* 
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by  others  no  less  inimical  to  the  ancient  customs  and 

privileges  of  the  people ;  the  Kemiiierlanders  were 
punished  for  the  support  they  had  given  to  their  lawful 
sovereign,  by  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters  and  im- 
munities ;  they  were  forbidden  to  assemble  together  for 
any  cause,  and  to  use  any  other  arms  than  common 
kniyes  without  points;  the  towns  and  villages  which 
had  adhered  to  Jacoba  were  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of 
123,300  crowns  within  sis  months,  and  to  be  subject  to 
a  perpetual  tax  of  four  groots  (halfpence)  for  every 
hearth.  Alkmaar  was  to  furnish  8000  crowns  as  its 
portion  of  the  fine,  to  be  deprived  of  its  municipal 
government,  and  the  citadel  and  walls  to  be  razed  to 
the  ground*.  The  suspension  of  their  privileges  had 
before  been  inflicted  on  the  Kemmerlanders  by  Coimt 
William  III.,  in  132  K  and  it  appears  that  the  counts 
claimed  the  power  of  imposing  this  penalty  on  any 
sufficient  cause  of  offence';  but  that  of  fixing  a  per- 
manent impost  upon  the  inhabitants  in  general,  or 
destroying  the  wails  of  the  townsi  had,  on  no  occasion, 
been  exercised  by  any  of  their  sovereigns,  and  formed 
a  precedent  equally  new  and  dangerous ;  the  disarming 
them,  too,  was  a  mode  of  vengeance  peculiarly  offensive 
to  a  brave  and  spirited  people,  who  were,  moreover, 
bound  by  their  laws  to  hold  themselves  in  readuiess  for 
the  defence  of  tlie  country.  £ven  those  towns  which 
had  been  friendly  to  Philip,  were  obliged  to  contribute 
heavy  "petitions"  for  the  })ayment  of  his  troops^. 

After  the  reduction  of  North  Holland  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  advanced  to  the  siege  of  Zevenbergen,  the 
frontier  town  of  South  Holland,  on  the  side  of  Brabant. 
It  was  defended,  during  a  considerable  time,  by  the 

*  Handvesten  von  Kemmerland,  bl.  iivlii.,  ux. 
'  Win.  Proc.,  ad  ann.  1326. 
«  VeUue  Hoorn.,  p.  27. 
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valour  of  Gerard  you  fcJtryen,  its  commander,  but  was 
at  length  forced  to  surrender;  and  the  Countess  Jacobs  1427 
found  herself  reduced  to  the  possession  only  of  Goiula, 
Schoonhoveu,  Oudcwater,  and  Mouttort^'.  Her  atikirs 
vere  now  in  a. desperate  condition.  The  Pope  had  not 
only  dcclai-ed  her  niaiiiagc  with  the  Duke  of  Brabant 
iralid,  but  prohibited  the  contraction  of  any  future 
marriage  between  her  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
CTen  after  the  death  of  John  of  Brabant,  whose  health 
and  strength  were  rapidly  decaying^  This  event*» 
which  occurred  within  a  short  time  from  the  issuing 
uf  the  papal  bull,  and  the  intellipfence  that  the 
English  parliament  had  granted  20^000  marks  ex- 
pressly for  her  relief  iiisj»ired  Jacoba  witli  hopes, 
aeverthelesSy  that  CUoueebter  would  lend  eiieetive  aid 
towards  rein^ating  her  in  possession  of  her  inheritance ; 
and  emboldened  her  to  appeal  to  a  general  council  of 
the  Church  against  the  decree  of  the  i^opei'.  But  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  having  concluded  a  truce  for  his 
brother  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  forbade  him  to 
go  to  Iiollaud»  and  Humphry  himself  showed  no 
inclination  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  countess.  In 
spite  of  her  remonstrances,  and  of  the  reproaches  of 
his  own  countrywomen  1 9  he  forsook  his  noble  and 

^  Schiyrer'a  Graaveo,  2  dcel,  bU  350.  Heim.  Cozn.^  col.  ii^  p.  1275, 
JB^  de  Roy%  ad  ann.  1426« 
I  Honstnlet,  vol.      chnp.  41. 

^  Meyer,  lib.        ^  ann.  1420,  p.  271.   Rym.  FcBd.^toiii.  x.^  p. 
Gioot  Pkkaat,  deel.  ui.,  hi  14. 


*  ThU  prince,  alUiougb  from  his  deBdency  in  tdent  he  appears  in  bo 
contemptible  a  light,  is  said  by  hietorians  to  bAve  been  just,  pious,  and 
benevoleiit.  Hie  name  is  honourable  to  potterity  as  the  Ibnnder  of  the 
muTeiniy  of  Lonvain  in  1426. 

t  Stowe  tells  us  that,  **One  Mrs.  Siokea,  with  diven  other  stout 
women  of  London  of  good  account  and  well  appareUed,  came  openly  to 
the  Upper  Houae  of  Pariiament^  and  delivered  letten  to  the  Dnlu  of 
Gioacester,  to  the  archbishops^  and  other  lords  there  pressnt^  containing 
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highborn  bride  for  the  channs  of  Eleanor  Cobhani, 
whom  he  now  married,  after  her  having  lived  with  iiioi 
some  years  as  his  mistress.  Jacoba^  conscioiis  of  pes* 
sessing,  bubicles  her  princely  birth  and  rich  estates,  all 
the  alluring  attractions  of  her  sex,  was  struck  to  the 
heart  by  this  cruel  and  unlooked  for  desertion.  She 
remained  shut  up  and  inactive  at  Gouda,  where  she 
spent  many  long  dreary  months  in  constant  expectation 
of  a  siege.  It  was  delayed  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  Flanders.  At 
length,  on  his  arrival  before  the  walls,  Jacoba  and  the 
hook  noltles,  seeing  no  chance  of  defeudiiii,^  themselves 
against  a  force  so  superior  to  their  own,  oil'ered  terms 
of  compromise  to  the  duke,  to  which  he  readily  listened, 
being  indeed  so  favourable,  that  he  could  hardly  desire 
more,  even  after  the  possession  of  Gouda^. 

By  this  treaty,  Jacoba  was  to  desist  from  her  appeal 
to  a  council  of  the  Church  against  the  decree  of  the 
Pope;  to  surrender  her  states  to  the  administration  of 
Philip  as  heir  and  governor,  but  retain  the  title  of 
countess,  with  an  engagement  not  to  contract  aiiotlier 
marriage  without  the  consent  of  the  duke,  of  her 
mother,  and  of  tlic  tliK^e  estates*;  in  whieh  case,  slie 
was  to  resign,  in  favour  of  Philip,  her  claim  to  the 
alliance  of  her  subjects.  The  government  of  Hol- 
land, in  the  duke's  absence,  was  to  be  entrusted  to 

I  Ueyer,  Ub.  xvi.,  ad  ami.  14SIB,  p.  272.  IMtviu^  Rer.  Bnh^  Ub. 
xviii.,  ad  ann.  1428. 


inattci-s  of  irbiiVr  and  8har]i  reprehension  to  the  said  duke,  because  he 
would  not  deliver  his  wife  Jaqucline  out  of  her  grievous  imprisonment, 
and  suffering  her  there  to  i*cmnin  unkindly,  whilst  he  kept  another 
adulteress,  contrary  to  the  law  of  (  ii  1  iuid  to  tlie  liouourabie  estate  of 
matrijii  )iiy." — Pari.  Hist.,  vol.  i.,  p.  y.  0. 

*  111  iiainault,  Ze^land^  and  Friezland,  the  clei^  formed  a  separate 
estate. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JAOOBA. 


nine  councillors,  of  whom  the  countess  should  name 
three,  and  the  duke  the  six  others,  three  natives,  and 
three  from  other  parts  of  his  dominions.  (It  had  been 
an  express  stipulatiou  in  the  marriage  articles  of  Jacoba 
with  the  Ihike  of  Touiaine,  that  no  foreigners  were  to 
be  admitted  to  offices  within  the  county.)  The  duke 
was  to  have  the  soie  nomination  of  all  the  higher 
offices,  both  in  the  towns  and  open  eomitrjr.  The 
future  reveuui  N  of  the  county,  after  the  subtraction  of 
salaries  to  public  oificers,  and  other  necessary  expences, 
were  to  be  paid  to  the  coontess.  (We  shall  see, 
hereafter,  tliat  under  one  or  other  of  these  pretences, 
Philip  reduced  the  income  thus  provided  for  her,  to  a  1428 
very  insnffieient  sum.)  The  exiles  on  both  sides  were 
to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  country,  and  uo  one, 
mider  a  penalty,  should  reproach  another  with  the 
partv  name«i  of  hook  and  cod. 

The  Duke  of  Guelderland,  and  the  Bishop  of 
Utrecht,  shonld  be  at  liberty,  if  they  so  desired,  to 
accede  to  the  treaty,  from  which,  all  such  as  were 
concerned  in  the  death  of  John  of  Bavaria  were  ex- 
cluded*. Jacoba  was  obliged  to  go  through  the  towns 
of  Hollmid  with  tlie  duke,  and  cause  the  oaths  to  be 
taken  to  him  as  heir  and  governor ;  and  thus  deprived 
of  all  authority  in  the  government,  she  retired  to  Goes 
in  South  Beveland".  The  new  council  of  nine  was 
forthwith  appointed,  with  power  to  nominate  and 
remove  bailiffs,  schouts,  treasurers,  and  other  officers 
in  the  duke's  name,  and  to  audit  the  public  accounts. 
As  six  of  the  members  of  this  council  were  named  by 
the  duke,  and  the  whole  held  their  offices  only  during 
his  pleasure,  it  is  evident  that  the  interests  of  the  Lady 

■  Groot  Flakaat,  ded.  iu^  bl.  14 ;  deel.  iv*,  liL  2. 
GfaflBiMne  Cfaronydc,  divifl.  zxTiii.,  cap.  39.    MonstieUt,  vol.  vL, 
cihap.  48,  SQ» 
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Jacoba  could  have  been  very  little  cared  for.  The 
council  had»  however,  do  authority  over  her  revenues, 
or  the  granting  and  withholding  of  privileges.  Having 
effected  this  compromise,  Philip  appointed  Francis  van 
Borselen*  a  Zealand  noUeman,  his  stadtholder  over 
Holland  and  Zealand,  and  returned  to  FtanderB®. 
After  the  loss  of  her  states,  the  Countess  Jacoba  lived 
in  comparative  retirement  at  Goes  and  the  Hague ; 
but  bhe  soon  found  that,  having  neither  offices,  wealtb^ 
nor  titles  to  bestow,  her  most  devoted  adherents  begaa 
to  desert  her.  Her  revenues,  aflter  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  public  officers,  barely  sufficed  for  her 
support,  and  on  the  occasion  of  any  extraordinary 
expense^  she  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  for  amstanee 
to  her  friends  of  the  hook  party;  but  as  they  had 
neither  advantages,  nor  even  payment  to  expect  ia 
return,  they  soon  became  weary  of  such  unprofitable 
generoisity.  One  friend,  and  one  alone,  was  left  to  her 
in  this  time  of  need.  Francis  van  Borselen,  although 
a  conspicuous  member  of  the  cod  party,  and  appointed 
by  Philip  stadtholder  of  lloUaud,  was  ever  ready  to 
assist  her  with  his  purse  and  counsel,  though  at  the 
risk  of  alienating  his  friendsj,  and  even  of  losing  bia 
valuable  oilices.  The  gratitude  and  cbtceni  which  such 
conduct  naturally  excited  in  the  breast  of  the  forsaken 
princet>9,  soon  deepened  into  feelings  of  the  tenderest 
attachment ;  and  under  their  impulse,  she  consented  to 
a  secret  marriage  vnth  Borselen,  though  she  well  knew 
the  penalty  wliich  must  attac  h  to  a  diseoveryp.  This 
event  was  soon  knoM  n  to  Philip,  who  had  too  many  of 
bis  partisans  around  her,  to  admit  of  its  remaining  long 
concealed;  nor  did  he  delay  to  make  use  of  it  as  a 

•  GheTneene  Chronyck,  div.  xxvlii.,  ca]\  40. 

»»  Snoi.  Her.  Bat.,  lib.  ix.,  p.  140.  lioim.  Cor.,  col.  ii.,  p.  1332. 
Pont.  Ueut.  Her.  Bur.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  5. 
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means  of  depriving  Jacoba  of  her  title  of  countess,  all 
tiiat  now  remained  of  her  birthright. 

His  first  measure  was  to  cause  Francis  van  Borselen 
to  be  arrested  at  the  Hague,  and  conducted  prisoner  to 
Roppelmonde ;  after  which,  he  allowed  a  report  to  go 
ahroiifl,  that  the  uufortuiiatc  nobleman  was  to  be 
released  only  by  death;  judging,  with  good  reason, 
that  the  desire  to  save  a  husband  so  beloved,  would 
reduce  the  countess  to  such  terms  of  subnubi^ion  as  he 
should  dictate^*    The  issue  justified  his  expectations. 
Bj  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1428,  it  had  been  pro- 
vided, that  if  Jacoba  should  marrv  \>  itiiout  consent  of 
the  duke,  her  mother,  and  the  states,  she  should  forfeit 
the  allegiance  of  her  subjects.    To  this  article  she 
now  consented  without  hesitation;  and  upon  condition  ^-^^ 
that  the  duke  should  release  Francis  van  Borselen  and 
eonfimi  their  marriage,  she  renounced  all  right  and 
title  to  the  counties  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Friezland, 
and  Uainault,  reserving  only  a  life  interest  in  the 
liaronies  of  Voorne,  South  Beveland,  and  Thoolen, 
with  the  tolls  of  Holland  and  Zealand:  in  the  event 
of  the  duke  dying  before  her,  the  county  was  to  revert 
to  herself  and  her  heirs.    Philip  afterwards  created 
Borsden  count  of  Oostervant,  and  appointed  him 
forester  of  Holland,  but  deprived  him  of  the  office  of 
titadtholder^    Such  was  the  end  of  the  troubled  and  1431 
disastrous  reign  of  the  Countess  Jacoba.    There  ai*e 
many  points  in  the  character  and  story  of  this  lovely 
and  unliaj)]!}  lady,  which  strongly  remind  us  of  the  still 
more  unfortunate  Mary,  queen  of  Scots :  her  personal 
heauty,  captivating  manners,  masculine  courage,  and 


n  Snoi.  Rer.  Bat,  lib.  ix.,  p.  140.   Meyer  Ann.  Flmd.,  ad  onn.  1439^ 

p.  280,  281. 

'  Gheineenc  Clironyck,  divis.  xxviii.,  cap.  40.  Pont.  Ueut.  Rer. 
Bur.,  lib.  iv^  cap.  6* 
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extraordinary  talent ;  her  early  marriage  to  the  heir  oi 
the  French  crown,  with  the  disappointment  of  her  high 
hopes,  caused  by  his  ^premature  death;  the  disgust 
and  misery  attendant  on  her  second  union ;  and  her 
final  subjection  to  the  power  of  an  artfiil  and  ambitious 
rival.  But,  innocent  of  the  crimes  or  iudiscretious  of 
Mary,  she  escaped  also  her  violent  and  cruel  death; 
and  we  may  be  tempted  to  believe,  that  the  ]>criod 
which  she  passed  in  obscurity,  united,  ibr  the  tirst  time, 
by  the  ties  of  affection,  to  an  object  every  way  worthy 
of  her  love  and  esteem,  was  the  ha])})icst  of  her  lite. 
If  so,  however,  her  felicity  was  but  of  short  duration, 
1436  since  she  died  of  consumption  about  two  years  after 
her  abdication,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six'.  The  last 
marriage,  as  well  as  the  other  three,  having  proved 
childless,  the  county  became  permanently  united  to 
the  already  vast  possessions  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

'  In  the  year  1421»  a  chreadful  and  destructive  flood 
happened  in  Holland,  overwhelmin<!:  seventy-two 
villages  between  Dordrecht  and  Gcertruydenbeig, 
twenty  of  which  were  never  recovered:  the  loss  of 
life  and  property  was  immense,  many  noble  families 
being  reduced  almost  to  beggary.  By  this  inundation, 
the  Biesbosch  was  formed,  and  the  town  of  Dordrecht 
separated  from  the  main  land  of  Holland  ^ 

*  Snoi.  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  ix.,  p.  140, 141. 

^  He^  er,  lib.  xvi.,  ad  ann.  1421,  p.  204.   Ileda  in  Fred.,  274.  Box- 
hom  in  Dord.,  p.  109, 117. 
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PkUij)  becomes  Sotercljii  of  the  greater  jm'lwn  nf  tJo:  Ntthcrland 
States,  Institution  of  (he  Ord^r  of  the  (rvldni  Flnre.  Injects  of 
Philip^ $  Goventtnertt  m  Holland.  War  tcith  Englemd,  Jt» 
unpopularity.  TVuei.  War  with  the  Hanse  Towns.  Truce. 
Benewal  af  party  dimnmm  m  MoUand,  BioU  at  HaarUm. 
Atlitydtm.^  Philip  comm  m  p§nm  lo  effki  tlU  pacijteatum 
ffolkmd.  Rtfofrm  cf  ike  (^urek,  Beeolt  of  Ghent.  Charlef^ 
Cnmt  of  ChartMi.  Afairt  of  [Ttreeht,  David  of  Burgundy 
made  Bishop.  Attempt  to  regain  Friezhtnd.  Di^somtcntg  bettteen 
Philip  and  the  King  of  France.  Death  of  the  King  of  France, 
Accession  of  Louis  JCI.  Intrigues  of  the  Count  of  Charolois 
t^aiml  him.  War ;  and  'Trentg  of  Conflans.  Charles  attacks 
Liege  and  Dinant.  Changes  made  by  him  in  Holland,  Deaitk<^ 
Philip.   HiM  Um  ef  Ptat»,   Prwiigality  of  hie  Court. 

Upon  the  surrender  of  Hollaad^  Zealand,  Friezland, 

iiul  Hainault  by  Jacoba,  Philip  became  possessed  of 
the  most  considerable  states  of  the  Netherlands*  John, 
duke  of  Burgundy,  his  father,  had  succeeded  to  Flan- 
ders and  Artois,  in  right  of  his  mother  Margaret»  sole 
heuess  of  Louis  van  der  Male,  count  of  Flanders.  In 
the  year  1  lliO,  Philip  entered  into  possession  of  the 
county  of  Namur,  by  the  death  of  Theodore,  its  last 
natiYe  prince  without  issue,  of  whom  he  had  purchased 
it  during  his  lifetime  for  132,000  crowns  of  gold*.  To 
Namur  was  added  in  the  next  year  the  neighbouring 
duchy  of  Brabant,  by  the  death  of  Philip  (brother  of 
John,  who  married  Jacoba  of  Holland,)  without  issue; 
although  Margaret^  countess-dowager  of  Holland,  aunt 

Wan  B^.,  torn*  ir.,  p.  611, 614.  Pont  Hmit.,  lUr.  Bur.,  lib.  iv., 
cap.  3. 
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of  the  late  duke,  stood  the  next  in  succession,  since 
the  right  extended  to  female8»  Philip  prevailed  with 
the  states  of  Brabant  to  confer  on  him,  as  the  true 
heir,  that  duchy  and  Limburg,  to  whicli  the  luargraviate 
of  Antwerp  and  the  lordship  of  Meehlin  were  «n- 
nexcd\ 

As  he  equalled  many  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe 
in  the  extent,  and  excelled  all  of  them  in  the  riches,  of 
his  doniiiiiuus,  so  he  now  began  to  rival  them  in  the 
splendour  and  dignity  of  his  court.  On  the  occasion 
of  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  or  Isabella,  daughter  of 
John,  king  of  Portugal,  celebmtcd  at  Bruges  in  January 

1430,  he  instituted  the  famous  Order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  **  to  preserve  the  ancient  religion,  and  to  extend 
and  defend  the  boundaries  of  the  state  The  insignia 
of  the  order  were  a  golden  fleece^  hanging  to  a  collar 
likewise  of  gold,  and  carved  with  the  duke  s  symbol  of 
the  steel  and  flint  striking  lire,  and  also  two  laurel 
boughs  placed  crosswise     the  motto  of  the  order  was 

Prc'tiuni  non  vile  lalioruni.'*  Tlie  long  robe  woni 
by  the  knights  at  their  chapter,  was  made  at  first  of 
])urp1e  woollen  cloth,  but  exchanged  by  Charles,  the 
sou  of  Philip,  in  1478,  for  one  lei^s  appropriate  of 
cilken  velvet.  The  number  of  knights,  at  the  time  of 
their  institution,  was  twenty-four,  besides  the  duke 
hiniyelf  as  president,  and  was  subsequently  increased 
by  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  fifty-one.  The  first 
chapter  of  the  order  was  not  held  until  November 

1431,  at  the  church  of  St.  Peter  in  Ryssel,  when  the 
festival  continued  three  days^. 

»»  Pont.  Heut.  Rer.  Bur.,  lih.  iv.,  cnp.  4. 
«  Mirai  Dip.  Bel.ir.,  torn.     cnp.  110,  p.  230. 

^  Pont.  Ileut.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.       Mtyer,  lih.  xvi.,  ad  ann,  1429 — 14dly 
p.  274^  275.    Mirsi  Dipl.  Belg.,  toni.  i.,  cap.  114,  p.  235. 

♦  The  Ifttter  de's  ice  had  been  asjiumed  \)y  Duke  John  the  Bold^  with  the 
motto  "  I  iauixnebc«t  uterque." 
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The  accession  of  a  powerfal  and  ambitions  prince 

to  the  government  of  the  couuty,  was  anything  but  a 
source  of  advantage  to  the  Dutch,  exceptiDg»  perhaps, 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view.    Its  eflfects  were  soon 
[terceived  in  the  declaration  made  by  the  council  of 
Hollaaii,  that  the  charters  and  privileges,  acknowledged 
by  the  duke  as  governor  and  heir,  were  of  none  effect, 
unles^s*  afterwai'ds  confirmed  by  him  as  count.  Nor 
was  the  diminution  of  their  civil  liberties  the  only  evil 
which  foreign  dominion  brought  upon  them.  They 
found  likewise,  that  their  political  welfare,  or  national 
attachments,  were  of  no  weight  compared  with  the 
personal  interests  of  their  sovereign,  or  even  with  the 
gratification  of  his  passions;  and  that  for  purposes 
subservient  to  either,  they  were  forced  to  take  part  in 
.'I  war  a^rainst  an  »'illv,  \vith  whom  tliev  luid  not  only 
not  the  slightest  cause  of  quarrel,  hut  to  whom  they 
were  attached,  as  well  by  the  ties  of  interest,  as  those 
of  habit  and  inclination.    The  last  nation  in  Europe 
with  which  Holland  would  voluntarily  wage  war  was 
petfaaps  England,  and  yet  it  was  against  her  that  she 
was  now  c  ailed  \\[nn\  to  lavish  her  blood  and  treasure  in 
an  unprofitable  contest.    We  will  therefore  examine 
briefly  the  caoses  of  the  different  relation  in  which 
tim  nation  and  Burgundy,  at  present  stood  towards 
each  other,  to  what  they  had  formerly  done. 

The  zeal  of  Philip  for  the  English  alliance  had 
received  its  first  check  by  the  marriage  of  Jacoba  with 
the  Duke  of  Gloucester ;  but  the  ready  acquiescence  of 
Humphry  in  the  decision  of  the  Pope,  and  his  aban- 
donment of  his  wife,  had  softened  his  resentment ;  and 
immediately  after  his  compromise  with  the  countess  in 
1428,  he  obtained  for  Holland  and  Zealand,  a  restuia- 
tion  of  the  commerce  with  England,  which  had  been 
somewhat  interrupted,  during  the  previous  contests  for 
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the  county  ^  la  the  same  year,  however,  the  leiusal  of 
the  Dnke  of  Bedford  to  allow  the  citj  of  Orleanfi,  then 

besieged  by  the  English  to  be  sequestrated  to  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy*  on  the  proposal  made  by  deputies  from 
Orleans  to  tliat  effect,  renewed  his  feelinors  of  dis^itis- 

•  faction.    Until  this  time  the  tide  of  success  had  flown 

•  uniformly  m  faTour  of  the  Englidi ;  but  the  raising  of 
the  siege  of  Orleans,  and  the  subsequent  acluevements 
of  the  renowned  Joan  d'Arc,  with  the  coronation  of 
Charles  VII.  at  Kheims*  changed  the  face  of  affiiira, 
and  rendered  Philip  less  sauguine  of  the  advantages  to 
be  reaped  firom  the  connection  with  fingland;  added  to 
these  causes  of  estrangement,  ^mis  the  death  of  bis 
sister  Anne,  duchess  of  Bedford,  and  the  subsequi^t 
marriage  of  the  duke  to  his  vassal,  JaqneUne  of  Luxem- 
burg, eldest  daughter  of  the  Comte  de  St.  Pol,  \s  iiUuut 
his  consent  or  knowledge^ 

On  the  rejection,  therefore,  of  the  terms  offered  by 
France  at  the  conferences  held  at  Arras,  with  a  view 
to  the  conclusion  of  a  peace,  the  duke  pursued  that 
course,  (though  not  without  affecting  great  liesitation.) 
J  435  to  which  he  had  long  been  secretly  inclined ;  and  con- 
cluded a  separate  treaty  with  Charles  VII.,  in  which 
the  latter,  j)leading  his  youth  and  ignorance  as  an 
excuse  for  his  connivance  in  the  murder  of  Duke  Joba, 
professed  his  detestation  of  the  crime,  and  that  he 
would  use  every  means  to  bring  the  perpetraiorb  to 
justice<^. 

Before  Philip  took  the  oaths  to  observe  this  peace, 
Pope  Eugene  IV.  despatched  ixom  the  Council  of 
Basle  two  cardinals  to  release  him  from  his  engage- 
ments to  Henry  of  England,  although  he  had  declared 

•  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  x.,  403. 

'  Snoi,  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  x.,  p.  147.   Monstrelet,  toL  viu,  cbap.  37, 30. 
f     ( ueil  (1(  8  Tmit^  de  hwimA^  torn, p,  3.  HonsMety  voL  m, 
cliap.  ea,  87»  88, 
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to  the  latter  not  long  before,  tliat  he  never  would  grant 
the  Duke  of  Bmgundy  mj  such  di8peii8atioii\ 

The  Engluh  had  so  little  suspicion  of  the  intention 
the  duke,  that  he  had  been  named  one  of  the  dele- 
gate to  treat  of  peace  oa  the  part  of  England ;  and 
icwmlingly,  their  indignation  at  this  tioachery,  as  they  . 
termed  it,  knew  no  bounds.  The  populace  of  London, 
▼enting  their  rage  indiscriminaftelj  on  all  the  subjects 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  spared  not,  iu  the  general 
piUAge,  even  the  houses  of  the  Holland  and  Zealand 
merchants  then  rending  in  England,  several  of  whom 
tuej  seized  and  murdered.  Notwithstanding  the  out* 
nges  committed  on  this  occasion,  the  regency  of 
£ngland  had  fcuffieient  eontiileuce  in  the  favourable 
dispositions  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  to  request  the 
inhabitants,  by  letters  addressed  to  the  principal  towns, 
to  take  no  part  iu  the  war  which  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
designed  against  the  nation  ^ 

They  were  disappointed,  however,  in  the  snccess  of 
these  ajjplications;  for  whatever  the  secret  wishes  of 
the  Hollanders  and  Zealanders,  they  were  too  good 
subjects  to  treat  with  a  foreign  power,  without  the 
knowledge  of  their  sovereign,  to  whom  they  imme- 
diately sent  the  letters  firom  England ;  and  this  occur- 
rence  served  but  to  strengthen  the  deterniiiiation  that 
the  dttke  had  already  formed  of  declaring  war  against 
England,  which  he  did  in  the  following  year*  He  1^ 
opened  the  campaign  with  the  siege  of  Calais,  which 
the  cowardice  or  disaffection  of  his  Flemish  troops, 
and  the  backwardness  of  the  Hollanders  in  bringing  a 
fleet  to  his  assistance,  soon  forced  him  to  raised 

^  Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  x.,  p.  (IIH. 

*  Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  x.,  p.  Oil,  G37,  046,  662.   Monfitrelet,  vol.  vii,, 
chap.  92,  96.   Pont.  Heut.,  lib.  vi.,  cap.  G 

*  Snoi.  Rer.  Bat.,  lib,  x.,  p.  140.    Monstrelct,  vol.  vii.,  chap,  dj,  10(», 
p.  3C5,  377. 
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Meanwliile,  on  the  appearance  of  an  English  fleet 
in  the  Zwin,  Hugh  de  Lannoy,  stadtholder,  in  the 
room  of  Fiiuicis  van  Borselen,  and  the  council  of 
Holland,  had  ordered  a  general  levy  of  troops,  both 
there  and  in  Zealand ;  but  as  it  was  iaoon  ascertained 
that  the  Ensflish  shi}>8  had  not  only  avoided  offering" 
any  hostility  to  Zealand,  but  had  even  supplied  them- 
selves with  provisions  from  thence,  the  Hoilanders 
declared  it  useless  to  advance  to  the  assistance  of  that 
province,  unless  it  were  attacked ;  nor  would  the  towns 
of  Haarlem,  Delft,  Leyden,  and  Amsterdam,  permit 
their  deputies  to  attend  the  summons  of  thestadtholder 
to  Zierikzee,  to  confflder  of  means  for  its  defence. 
While  the  Hollanders  thus  manifested  their  unwilling'* 
ness  to  take  part  in  tliis  unpopular  Bar,  the  seditiou^i 
state  of  the  Flemish  towns,  caused  by  the  iropcNution 
of  a  tax  on  salt,  rendered  PhiHp  unable  to  prevent  the 
ravages  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucesters  army,  which, 
marching  from  Calais,  overran  Flanders  and  Hainault. 
7  Tlie  same  cause  embarrassed  all  his  future  operations 
against  the  £ugUsh,  and  he  was  at  length  forced  by 
his  rebellious  subjects  to  supplicate  the  King  of 
England,  tlirough  Jiis  ^ife,  Isabella  of  PortiiL;!il.  Un-  the 
re-establishment  of  the  commerce  between  the  English 
and  the  Dutch  and  Flemings^    This  requisition  being 
granted,  Mas  followed  l)y  negotiations  f(>r  a  truce, 
which,  prolonged  until  the  year  1443^  were  at  length 
concluded,  and  the  peace  agreed  upon,  until  either 
I)arty  should  tliiuk  proper  to  renouuce  it,  when  he 
should  give  three  months'  notice  of  his  intention 
During  the  war  between  Burgundy  and  England,  the 
Hollanders  were  engaged  in  hostilities  more  imme- 

>  ^gid.  dc  Royn,  ad  ann.  143  >,  p.  78.   Monstreleft,  vol*  vii.,  chap.  108^ 
100.    Rym  l\vd.,  torn.  \-.,  p.  7in,  714,  733. 
"*  %ia.  Fced^  torn,  x.,  p.  769 ;  torn*  xL,  p.  07. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PHILIP  I. 


223 


diatelj  on  their  own  account  ^ith  the  Easterlings,  or 
ITanse  Towns  of  the  Baltic,  who  liad  plundered  some  of 
their  ships^  and  refused,  although  repeatedly  ui^ged,  to 
make  any  restitutiuu.  During  the  conferences  held  on 
the  subject,  the  Holland  and  Zealand  ships  sailed 
to  the  Baltic  in  quest  of  com  as  usual ;  but  on  their 
return,  they  were  attacked  by  the  vessels  of  the  Hanse 
towns,  the  whole  of  the  cargoes  seized,  and  the  crews 
taken  prisoners.  The  Baltic  fleet  had  been  awaited 
with  eager  expectation  in  Hoi  laud,  on  account  of  the 
general  fiulure  of  the  crops,  and  its  loss  caused  a  seyere 
fiunine  through  the  country ;  the  rye  loaf  now  rose  to 
half  a  guilder  (lOe/.),  and  the  poorer  classes  were  forced 
to  use  rape,  hempseed,  and  beans,  as  substitutes  for 
com*.  Some  approaches  towards  an  accommodation 
were  made  by  the.  JJuke  of  Burgundy,  which  proving 
fruitless,  it  was  resolved  to  equip  for  war  all  the  1438 
ve<«!aels,  both  lar^e  and  small,  then  in  Holland  and 
Zealand,  and  to  build  without  delay  eighty  ''baards" 
(a  species  of  large  men-of-war),  which  were  to  be 
supplied  by  the  ditterent  towns,  in  the  proportion  of 
from  one  to  four  each,  according  to  their  capability,  or 
their  interest  in  the  issue  of  the  conte8t<». 

These  ships  M  ere  soon  ready  to  put  to  sea,  when 
teTeral  sharp  engagements  were  fought  with  the  fleet 
of  the  Hanse  Towns,  in  which  the  Dutch  generally  had 
the  advantage,  though  without  any  decisive  event, 
mitil  the  spring  of  1440,  when  the  former,  on  its  return 
from  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  laden  with  salt,  fell  in  with 
the  Dutch  vessels;  after  a  vain  attempt  to  escape, 
the  whole  of  the  fleet  was  captured  with  little  resist- 
ance, when  the  victors,  sparing  the  lives  of  their  pri- 
H>aen»,  set  them  ashore  without  ransom,  bringing  the 

■  Vi'Vm>  \\u,nn.  III.  .12.  , 
"  D<?  Hieiiicr  s  Gnuivenhnge,  ii,  ilecl.,  M.  401). 
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8hipB  and  valuable  cargoes  into  the  porta  of  Holland 

and  Zealand.  This  heavy  loss  inclined  the  Ilansc 
Towns  towards  a  peaoe»  which  the  Dutch»  loth  to  con- 
tinue a  war  so  injurious  to  their  trader  no  less  denied* 

J441  A  truce  was  therefore  concluded  with  the  towng  of 
Lubecky  Hamburgh,  Bostok,  Straisund,  Wismar*  aad 
Lunenburg,  for  twelve  years,  within  which  period  their 
diiferences  were  to  be  adjusted  by  hve  towns  chosen 
by  each  party*  This  truce  being  renewed  from  time  to 
time,  had  all  the  beneficial  effects  of  a  regular  and 
stable  peace  P. 

The  eessation  of  foreign  wars  was,  ere  long»  fol- 
lowed by  the  renewal  of  those  intestine  commotions 
which  had  now  for  so  protracted  a  period  been  the 
bane  of  Holland.  Although  actual  hostilities  had 
ceased  between  the  hook  and  cod  parties  with  tlio 
overthrow  of  Jacoba,  neither  the  article  of  the  treaty 
between  her  and  the  duke,  directing  that  no  one  should 
reproach  another  with  these  names,  noi  the  subsequeiu 
eifoits  of  the  latter,  had  been  able  to  extinguish  their 
animosity^.  Philip,  indeed,  himself  attached  to  the 
cods,  regularly  appointed  stadtholders  of  that  party; 
and  as  they,  in  the  continued  absence  of  the  sovereiipi, 
possessed  in  a  maimer  the  supreme  power  of  the 
county,  the  i^riucipal  oflSces  of  the  state  were  con- 
stantly filled  by  their  adherents.  William  de  Lalaing, 
however,  who  succeeded  Lannoy  in  1440,  having  mar- 
ried Yolande,  daughter  of  Reynold  van  Brederode,  the 
head  of  the  hook  nobles,  began  to  incline  mofe  and 
more  to  their  faction,  and  from  that  time  they  enjoyed 
a  cousiderahle  share  in  the  administration  of  a£biis« 

1443  The  envy  and  spleen  excited  by  this  change  in  the 
breasts  of  the  cod  nobles,  failed  not  to  aggravate  to 

i*  VeliuB  Hoom,  bL  Sd— as. 
^  Pont*  UevtL,  lib.  iv^  cap.  0, 
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the  ntmodt  the  discontents  whicli  existed^  not  without 
reason,  among  the  people  in  general.  A  severe  winter, 
lullowed  bv  a  wet  and  cold  summer,  in  the  vear  1 443, 
xsiised  the  price  of  promions  to  an  excessive  height; 
while  an  extraordinary  ten  years*  petition,**  which 
had  been  granted  to  the  duke,  proved  at  buch  a  time 
an  unusually  heavy  burden  on  the  working  classea*. 
Notwithstanding  this,  another  subsidy  was  soon  after 
demanded  of  the  towns  in  the  assembly  of  the  states ;  1444 
hat  the  deputies  dedaring  that  they  were  not  em- 
powered to  consent  to  any  new  demand,  olBTered  the 
duke  a  loan  from  their  private  purses.  This  generous 
proposal  did  not,  however,  remove  the  fears  of  the 
people  tliat  fre^sh  taxes  would  still  be  added,  and  it 
was  iudu&triously  circulated  by  the  cods,  that  the  pre* 
sent  distresses  had  arisen  from  the  mal-administratioti 
of  the  hook  jjai  ty. 

In  consequence  of  these  injurious  rumours,  the 
populaiee  in  many  of  the  towns  which  were  favourable 
to  the  cods  broke  out  into  sedition.  In  Haarlem,  the 
coda  faavmg  gained  possession  of  the  town  bell,  caused 
it  to  be  rang,  at  which  signal  the  whole  of  their  party 
afisembled  in  arms  in  the  market-place;  the  hooks 
hereupon  likewise  took  up  arms»  and  stationed  them- 
solves  in  battle  array  opposite  their  adversaries;  thus 
they  stood  for  the  space  of  two  days,  during  the  whole 
of  which  time  a  priest  walked  up  and  dovm  between 
the  ranks,  carnincf  the  host,  and  thus  prevented  a 
blow  being  struck  on  either  side.  A  heavy  storm  of 
hall  at  length  forced  them  to  retreat ;  the  hooks  first* 
under  the  conduct  of  Nicholas  van  Adrichem,  the 
burgomaster,  who  fortified  himself  in  his  house,  where 
he  was  afterwards  besieged  by  his  own  brother,  Simon 
van  Adrichem,  at  the  head  of  the  guild  of  butchers. 

'  Snoi.  fi«r.  Bat,  lib.  x.,  p.  ;4S.  Vdiiu  Hoom,  bl.  36. 
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The  houses  of  the  other  hooks,  who  had  followed  his 
example,  were  Yigorously  assaulted*. 

Matters  were  in  this  conditioo  when  Philip  des- 
patched his  wife  Isabella,  in  the  quality  of  governess 
of  the  county,  to  appease  the  tumults.  She  approached 
Haarlem,  in  company  with  the  stadtholder  Lalaing* ; 
but  the  latter,  receiving  information  at  Ilillegom  that 
the  Haarlemmers  designed  to  put  him  to  death  if  he 
entered  their  city,  immediately  returned  to  the  Hague. 
Isabella  finding,  on  her  arrival  at  Haarlem,  that  the 
inhabitants  hesitated  to  deliver  the  keys  of  the  town, 
forbade  all  conrmnnication  with  them,  and  threatened 
to  confiscate  the  estates  of  all  such  as  did  not  evacuate 
Haarlem  within  four  days.  This  menace  procured 
her  admission  within  the  walls,  where  she  induced 
the  books  to  withdraw,  under  a  secret  promise  that 
she  would  bring  them  back  in  a  short  time.  They 
accompanied  her  to  Amsterdam,  from  which  city 
the  cods  had  been  expelled,  where  they  eventually 
remained,  since  Isabella  subsequently  found  herself 
unable  to  fulfil  her  promise  of  re-establi.shino:  tliem  ia 
Haarlem^  On  her  return  to  Bruges^  she  found  Philip 
dissatisfied  that  the  hooks  should  have  been  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  sole  possession  of  Amsterdam,  and 
attributing  the  disturbances  that  had  arisen  to  the 
conduct  of  William  Lahiing,  the  stadtholder,  the  duke 
deprived  him  of  his  office,  and  placed  the  government 
1445  in  the  hands  of  Godwin  de  Wilde,  a  Fleming,  under  the 
title  of  president".  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Hol- 
landers made  any  remonstrance  against  this  appoint- 
ment, any  more  than  that  of  the  former  stadtholders, 
Laimoy  and  Lalaing,  both  of  whom  were  foreigners, 

»  Siiui.  Her.  Bat.,  lib.  x.,  p.  149. 

*  Pont,  lleut.,  lib.  iv.  cap.  9.   Snoi,  Kjt.  Bat.,  lib.  x.,  p.  149, 

•  Gottdache  Chron^  bL  131*  Snoi.  Ror.  li&i^  lib.  x.,  p.  150. 
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Hie  new  governor  bad  scarcely  assomed  the  dutieit 

of  his  office,  "wliPii  the  two  parties  excited  violent  com- 
motions  in  the  town  ot  Lejrdeu*  The  immediate  caube 
«f  the  uproar  was  the  subatitution,  by  Duke  Philip,  of 
one  SimuM  Frederickson,  as  schoiit  of  the  city,  in  the 
jilace  Florence  \an  Boshuyzeu»  au  adherent  of  the 
hook  party.  Boahnyzen  called  in  question  the  legality 
of  this  appointment,  and  tlic  hooks  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge the  new  schout,  who»  on  the  other  hand,  was 
supported  by  the  whole  power  of  the  cods.  At  length 
the  leaders  of  each  party  summoned  the  burghei-s  to 
mtmSf  when  the  streets  and  bridges  of  the  city  became 
ft  scene  of  violence  and  bloodshed :  the  cods^  assisted 
by  some  forces  sent  from  Delft  and  the  Hague  by  the 
command  of  the  President  de  Wilder  overpowered 
their  adveraaries,  some  of  whom  were  slain,  numbers 
wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  t\^  enty  taken  prisoners. 
Three  of  them  were  tried  and  beheaded  at  the  Hague, 
but  at  the  intercession  of  Francis  van  Borselen,  the 
livefi  of  the  remainder  were  spared,  mid  they  were 
released  upon  payment  of  a  heavy  ransom;  so  bene- 
ficially did  this  humane  and  generous  nobleman  exert 
the  iniluencc  which  lie  had  constantly  maintained  at 
eoort  since  the  death  of  the  Countess  Jacoba.  The 
defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  hook  party  restored  peace 
to  Leyden,  but  as  several  other  towns  showed  symp- 
toms of  disorder,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  thought  it 
advisable  to  repair  in  person  to  Holland,  whither  lie 
was  accoin])aiii('d  by  John  of  Nasnau,  lord  of  Breda, 
and  John  of  Heusburg,  bishop  of  Liege.  Through 
their  mediation  the  oroveniments  of  the  towns,  which 
Philip,  on  the  occasion  of  tlie  disturbances,  took 
upon  himself  to  change  out  of  the  regular  course, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  equally  divided  between  the 
two  factions,  and  by  this  means  the  establishment  of  a 
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good  understanding  was  in  a  great  degree  effected. 
The  duke»  moreover,  renewed  the  prohibition  of  the 
treaty  made  between  himself  and  the  Countess  Jacoba 
in  1428,  against  the  ciilliuL,^  of  party  names;  and  the 
EederykerSy"  or  rhetoricians,  a  species  of  dramatic 
poets,  whose  art  was  much  in  vogue  about  this  time, 
particularly  in  the  Netherlands,  were  forbidden  to 
represent  satirical  pieces,  or  to  sing  songs  in  ridicule  of 
either  party*.  Haring  thus  lessened  the  incitements 
to  hostilities,  Philip  took  measures  to  prevent  their 
actual  commission,  by  prohibiting  all  liveries  or  distin* 
guishing  marks,  except  for  household  servants;  as  well 
as  the  M'earing  of  lioods,  the  creation  of  new  bodies  of 
schuttery  (or  burgher-guard),  and  the  wearing  of 
armour,  swords,  long  knives,  or  such  like  weapons.  It 
is  provided  likewise,  that  in  case  of  any  death  occurring 
in  an  afliay,  the  relations  on  each  side  who  were  not 
present  at  the  time,  shall  enjoy  a  peace  of  six  weeks' 
duration,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  com- 
promising the  matter"^  f.  These  regulations  sufficientlj 

«  Scrirelias  Uaarlem,  bl.  260. 


*  The  Troubadours  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centarieB  wm 
aeeuskomed  to  xecite  poems  in  dialogues  eiutamed  by  two^  thiM^  w  mon 

characters,  and  ealled  tensiones these  appear  to  have  suggested  the 
first  idea  of  representing  some  sacred  action,  such  as  the  pa^on  of  our 
SaTiour,  &c. :  the  popularity  of  such  representations  or  "mysteries,"  as 

they  wore  calh^l,  gave  rise  to  a  species  of  farce,  which  was  accustomed  to 
bo  at  tod  in  the  ^tr^^cts  for  the  amusement  of  the  populace,  the  subject 
bciu-:  ?jenerally  atV  ided  by  some  standing  jest  of  the  day,  or  ludicrouii 
inci<K  iit  that  had  lately  happened ;  the  actors  in  this  rude  kind  of  dramay 
■who  were  usually  the  composers  of  it  abio,  ^^•e^e  called  Rederyker^i." 

t  A  similar  ordinance  was  published  in  France  by  St.  Louis  two  hun- 
dred year's  before,  when  the  custom  of  private  war  was  iu  full  vigour, 
prohibiting  any  pti^ii  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  friends  of  his 
adversary  until  forty  days  after  the  commibion  of  the  offence,  which  was 
the  cause  of  quarrel.  Velly,  Hist,  de  France^  torn,  r.,  p.  249.  I  ara 
inclined  to  think  that  the  cuatom  of  private  xmt  eonstantly  prevailed 
more  or  less  among  the  nobility  in  the  Netherlands,  even  to  this  late 
peiiod,  vrhen  it  had  quite  or  neatly  ceamd  in  Frence  and  England ;  in 
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testify  to  what  a  lamentable  state  of  disorganization, 
abooflt  of  anarehy,  the  prevaleQoe  of  party  spirit  bad 
xedueed  Holland. 

Philip  did  not  neglect  to  turn  to  his  own  ad* 
witage»  tho  peace  which  he  had  thus  endeavoured  to 

secure.  In  the  year  1447,  he  demanded  a  tresh  ten 
years'  petition  of  the  states  of  Holland.  They  granted 
it»  though  with  great  reluctance;  and  the  duke  sent 
commissioners  into  HoIIrtkI  to  assess  the  ])ortion  to 
be  paid  by  each  of  the  diHerent  to^vns,  and  by  the  open 
country.  But  the  inequality  of  their  valuation  became 
a  subject  of  complaint  to  tikuiv  of  the  towns:  the 
inhabitants  of  West  Friezland  and  Waterland  were  1448 
especially  dissatisfied  with  it»  and  the  latter  went  so  far 
as  positively  to  refuse  the  payment  of  more  than  their 
customary  quota.  In  order  to  force  them  to  com-^ 
plianoe,  the  stadtholder,  John  de  Lannoy,  who  now 
succeeded  Godwin  do  Wilde,  ordered  a  general  levy  of 
troopSi  marched  into  Waterland»  and  seizing  the  per- 
sons of  some  of  the  richest  inhabitants,  detained  them 
])ri8oners  in  the  Hague  until  the  people  paid  to  the 
iuU  their  allotted  share  of  the  petition';  the  states 
allowed  this  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  proceeding 
to  ])ass  without  animadversion. 

Having  eflfected  the  pacification  of  Holland*  Philip 
turned  his  attention  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  object 
which  he  had  long  had  much  at  heart;  the  reform, 
namely,  of  those  abuses  in  the  Catholic  Church,  which 
were  already  paving  the  way  for  its  sio^nal  overthrow  in 
the  next  century.  Besides  the  general  caui^es  of  the  dis* 

s  Grooie  Ghimu*  divis.  sdx.,  cap.  IS.  Velins  Hooni»  bL  96. 

the  fonner  conntry  it  was,  by  an  edict  published  in  1413,  when  the  dU- 
f^nsions  between  the  Burgundy  and  Orleans  factions  were  at  their  height, 
punkhable  with  imprisonment  and  confiscatiiHiof  pi-opcrty.  Monstrelet, 
^'ol.  iii*,  p.  245< 
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esteem  iuto  whicli  the  clergy  of  all  the  Christian  nations 
had  now  sunk, — their  ambition,  Inxury,  and  rapacity,  the 
decay  of  learning  and  piety  among  them,  their  irregular 
and  licentious  lives,  the  simony,  and  profli^te  sale  of 
indulgences  they  universally  practised, — tlure  were 
other  reasons  which  rendered  them  peculiarly  ob* 
noxious  to  the  Hollanders.  ll<illund  and  Zealand 
had»  from  the  earliest  times,  been  under  the  spiritual 
superintendence  of  the  bishops  of  Utrecht^  and  were 
divided  into  priories,  or  deaneries,  in  each  of  which 
the  prior,  or  dean,  collected  the  tithes,  church-hues^ 
and  other  episcopal  revenues,  on  the  part  of  the 
bishops.  This  jurisdiction  was  exercised  with  more  or 
less  authority,  as  the  bishops  happened  to  be  on  frieadlj 
terms  or  otherwise,  with  the  counts;  and  the hoetUitiee 
for  a  long  period  existing  between  thera,  havin^af  of  late 
years  in  a  great  measure  ceased,  the  former  had  coDsi- 
derably  extended  their  influence,  claiming  for  their 
own  courts  the  decision  of  all  matters  wherein  a 
churchman  was  in  any  way  concerned,  and  using  this 
and  eveiy  other  pretext  they  could  plead  or  invent,  to 
transfer  causes  from  the  lay  to  the  ecclesiastical  trUHi- 
nals^  The  clergy,  moreover,  vehemently  insisted  upon 
the  mischievous  privilege  of  sanctuary,  which  had 
during  the  late  internal  troubles,  increased  to  a  most 
pernicious  extent,  making  the  churches,  in  many  places^ 
little  more  than  a  harbour,  as  well  for  riotous  and 
seditious  persons,  as  for  the  most  desperate  criminals, 
and  rendering  the  arm  of  temporal  justice  well  mgh 
powerless*.  The  monks,  such  even  as  had  renounced 
the  world,  and  taken  a  vow^  of  poverty,  had  pojssessed 
themselves  of  large  landed  estates*,  and  exercised, 

'  Boxhoni,  Nederl.  Hist.,  bl.  195.         *  Velius  Hoorn,  bl.  40. 
•  A  decne  had  been  iesued  hy  WUUam  III.  in  1920,  furbi<i<Un^  the 
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besides^  every  Bpecies  of  traffic  aud  commerce :  as  they 
were  exempt  from  most  of  the  taxes  levied  on  the 
liitj,  th^  irere  enabled  to  undersell  them  in  the 
market,  and  thus  inflicte<l  incalculable  injury  on  the 
fair  and  regular  trader".    As  early  as  the  year  143*], 
Philip  bad  obtained  from  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht, 
Bodolph  van  DiepLuut,  a  general  edict,  whereby  the 
jumdictioa  of  the  deans,  as  well  as  the  j)rivilegu  of 
nnctuary;  was  greatly  limited,  the  latter  being  denied 
entirely  to  murderers  and  such  as  were  ticcused  of  high 
treason^;  and  some  years  later,  he  prohibited,  by  a 
m&ee  decree,  the  trading  of  monks,  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  landed  ])roperty  by  the  mendiciint  okIlis  . 
Yet,  fearing  that  this  attempt  to  decrease  the  wealth 
sad  influence  of  the  clergy,  i¥ould  draw  down  upon 
him  the  di?>[>ieasiue  of  the  Holy  See,  he  addressed, 
through  John  Godfrey,  bishop  of  Arras,  a  long  and 
ocmrteous  letter  to  Pope  Nicholas  V.,  recommending 
liis  states  to  the  discipline  and  protection  of  his  Holi- 
aess,  and  beseeching  him  to  adopt  measures  to  termi- 
nate the  schism  then  existing  in  the  church^.  The 
Pope,  pleased  to  be  addresbed  iii  isubniiss^ive  terms  by 
80  powerful  and  hau^ty  a  prince,  consented  to  send 
on  the  occasion  of  the  jubilee  of  1460,  the  Cardinal 
Nicholas  Cusa  as  his  legate,  for  the  purpose  of  reform- 
uig  the  condition  of  the  church,  as  well  as  of  granting 
indulgences.   The  Pope,  however,  seems  hardly  to  have 
examined  with  due  care  the  orthodoxy  of  the  opinions 

"  Boxbom,  Nederl.  Hist.,  bl.  272,  280. 
^  Groot  Pkkaat.,  deel.  iii.,  bl.  891* 

•  Boxhorti,  Nedetl.  Hist.,  bl.  281,  282. 

*  iElgid.  de  Royii,  ad  aim.  1447,  p.  80--8i. 


nh  ttf  lands  to  monks  and  priests,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  of  ten  ponnds 
vpoa  every  sale ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  bave  been  attended  with  much 
•M^Biandt,  Hist,  der  Rof.,  boek  i.,  bl.  25. 
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held  by  his  minister,  who,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  began 
to  promulgate  doctrines  such  as  bis  principal  would  be 
little  inclined  to  countenance.   He  did  indeed  openly 
preach  the  efiicacy  of  iudulgences  in  rescuing  souls  from 
the  torments  of  pui^torj ;  but  hesitated  not  sometimes 
to  add,  that  ^  the  real  remission,  such  as  would  avail  at 
the  last  day,  must  be  sought  for  in  the  licdy  Scriptures  ; 
and  that  the  papal  indulgences  served  rather  to  enrich 
the  clergy,  than  amend  the  laity*.**  He  openly  opposed 
the  buperstitious  practices  then  in  use,  declaring  among" 
other  things  that  the  images  of  the  saints  should  be 
held  in  honour  only  in  so  far  as  they  recalled  the 
memory  of  their  virtues;  but  that  when  worshipped 
with  a  reverence  that  partook  of  idolatry,  they  ongfat 
to  be  n'moved  from  the  clmrehes.     The  blecdiijnr 
images  of  the  host  also»  whicii  were  looked  upon  aa 
powerful  to  work  miracles,  and  shown  to  the  people 
for  money,  ought  not,  in  his  o})iiii()n,  to  be  exhibited. 
The  spirit  of  tiiese  bold  innovations  upon  the  customs, 
if  not  the  principles,  of  the  Bomish  Church,  found 
ready  approval  from  a  large  portion  of  the  lay  couiiuu- 
nity,  among  whom  the  doctrines  of  the  early  reibrmer% 
John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague,  introduced  on  the 
return  ul  those  who  had  accompanied  the  Emperor 
Sigismund  as  volunteers  in  his  expedition  against  the 
heretics  of  Bohemia  in  1420,  had  now  spread  to  some 
1451  extent^    The  Cardinal  of  Cusa,  therefore,  was  enabled 
to  effect  some  great  and  beneficial  reforms  in  the 
church  of  Holland,  though  his  efforts  were  attended 
«with  less  success  at  Utrecht ;  and  it  was  perhaps  this 
temporary  reformation  of  the  most  crying  abuses, 
which  delayed  for  yet  some  years  the  entire  abandon- 
ment of  their  national  church  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people. 

•  BoxUoin,  NeUeil.  IlUt.,  bl.  217.  '  Idem,  bl.  230. 
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The  lavish  expenditure  constantly  maintained  by 
the  Duke  of  fioigimdy,  had  redueed  his  finances  to  so 
low  m  ebb,  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  reeourse  to 

unpopular,  and  even  arbitrary  measures,  for  the  purpose 
of  fepleniahiiig  his  treasuj.  Of  this  nature  was  the 
diity  on  salt,  called  in  Fnuice  the  gabelle,  a  tax  long 
established  in  that  country,  but  hitherto  unkuowu  in 
any  of  the  states  of  the  Netherlands.  Philip  had  not 
ventured  to  lay  any  impost  of  this  kind  upon  Holland, 
bnt  in  Flanders  he  demanded  ti^htecu  pence  upon 
every  sack  of  salt  sold  there^  which  the  Ghenters  abso- 
lutely  refused  to  pay*;  and  a  new  duty  on  grain,  pro- 
posed in  the  next  year,  met  in  hke  manner  with  an 
mnversal  and  decided  negative^. 

In  the  first  emotions  of  his  anger,  Philif)  reniove<l 
every  member,  both  of  the  senate  and  great  council  of 
Ghent,  from  their  offices;  and  the  city,  being  thus 
deprived  of  its  magistrates,  no  power  was  left  suffi- 
tksatij  strong  to  arrest  the  progress  of  sedition,  for 
which  men's  minds  were  already  too  well  prepared. 
The  burghers,  therefore,  without  delay,  took  an  oath  of 
mntnal  defence  against  the  duke,  assumed  the  white 
hood,  the  customary  badge  of  revolt,  elected  (hoofd« 
mannen)  captains  of  the  burgher  guards,  and  prepared 
to  SDstain  a  long  siege,  by  laying  up  plentiful  stores  of 
anmranftion  and  provisions.  They  then  commenced 
hostilities  with  the  siege  of  Oudenarde,  which  the 
Count  d'Estampes  forced  them  to  raise,  and  to  retire 

s  Mever,  lib.  xvi.,  ad  auu.  lUQ,  1449,  p.  301,  302.  ^gid.  de  Ro/a, 
id  ami.  14o0,  p. 


*  The  pica  of  tlit*  Glientei-s  that  they  were  unable  to  support  this  tax 
wa«  well  foiuKled  ;  since  the  mauutaeture  of  salt^  as  well  ns  the  prepara- 
tion of  salted  fish,  was  to  the  Flcniingb  and  Hollanders  an  object  of 
extenbive coniniercL'.  "Philip,"  enys  the  historian  of  Flandere  (Meyer, 
p.  GOl),  **  Iiuitai  i  tnim  studuit  Gallorum  rcgum  dctestahiles  moreit.'* 
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to  Ghent  with  considerable  loss.    Philip  immediateljr 

placed  troops  in  Dendcrmoiide,  Courtrai,  and  the  other 
towns  la  the  vicinity  of  Ghent,  and  several  skirmishes 
were  fought  between  the  insurgents  and  the  duke's 
forces  with  alternate  success.  At  length  the  latter, 
having  attacked  the  Ghenters  near  Buppeluiond^ 
defeated  them  in  a  sharp  engagement^  wherein  2500 
of  their  number  were  slaiu*'. 

This  ill-success  was  followed  by  another  still  more 
signal  defeat,  at  Hulst  and  Moerbeke,  in  which  the 
Ilollandei-s,  under  the  Lord  of  \'eere,  bore  the  prin- 
cipal share.  Notwithstanding  the  utter  discomfiture 
sustained  by  the  Ghenters,  whose  loss  amounted  to 
nearly  five  thousand  slain,  tiiey  resolutely  reiiised  the 
terms  of  accommodation  proposed  by  the  ambassadors 
whom  the  Kin^  of  France  had  sent  into  Flanders  to 
mediate  between  the  coutundiug  parties.  Upon  the 
fiulure  of  the  negotiations,  the  war  was  renewed  with 
desolating  fury;  the  villages  around  Ghent  were 
sacked  and  burnt  by  each  luirty  as  they  fell  into  their 
hands:  the  prisoners  on  both  sides  were  massacred 
without  mercy,  no  quarter  was  given,  and  no  amount 
of  ransom  accepted'. 

Eager  td  put  an  end  to  so  ruinous  a  contest*  Phili[> 
asseml)led  an  immense  force.  ])roYided  with  a  nunieroub 
train  of  artillery,  and  entcriii^x  Flanders  in  person,  cap- 
tured the  fortified  village  of  Gaveren.  The  Ghenters 
licroupou  rashly  determined  to  «take  their  fortunes 
on  the  chance  of  a  battle,  aud  marching  out  of  Ghent 
to  the  number  of  24,000,  among  whom  were  7,000 
volunteers  from  Englund,  advanced   to  the  village 

^  JBgid.  de  Roya,  p.  86.  Meyer,  Ann.  Fland.,  lib.  xvi.,  bA  atin.  1449, 
p.  a02.  Momtoelety  vol.  ul^  cbap.  20—83.  Pont*  Heui.  Bcr*  Bmr^ 
Ub.  iv.,  cap.  10, 11. 

*  Monstielety  vol.  ix^  chap.  d8.  De  la  Marche,  Ur.  i.,  chap.  25, 
p.  248. 
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of  Seninm-mken,  within  a  short  clistanee  of  Gayeren. 

The  duke  hastily  drew  out  his  forces  in  readiness 
for  the  attack;  bat  ere  the  engagement  was  well 
begun,  the  insurgent  army  was  thrown  into  sudden 
and  irremediable  coutubion,  in  coubequeuee,  it  is  snifl, 
of  the  desertion  of  two  English  captain9»  John  Fox 
and  John  Wood,  together  ^vitli  tlie  whole  of  their 
couutrymen;  bj  others^  the  panic  was  attributed  to 
the  explosion  of  a  bag  of  gunpowder,  accidently 
ignited  by  the  master  of  the  artillery.  On  the  first 
chaige  of  the  enemy,  the  Ghenters  fled  in  disorder 
towards  the  Scheldt,  whither  they  were  pnrmied  by  the 
Burguudians,  when  nearly  the  whole  were  slaughtered  ^^J^ 
or  drowned,  in  attempting  to  escape  by  crossing  the  1453 
river.  This  overwhelming  misfortune  eflfectually  broke 
the  spirit  of  the  insurgents,  who  were  fain  to  submit  to 
the  mercy  of  thdr  sovereign.  Two  thousand  of  their 
citizens,  headed  by  the  sheriffs,  councilloi-s,  and  captains 
of  the  burgher  guard,  w  ere  obliged  to  meet  the  duke  a 
league  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  there  to  sue 
for  pardon  on  their  knees,  bareheaded,  barefoot,  and 
UBgirded :  the  citizens  were  deprived  of  the  banners  of 
their  guilds ;  and  the  duke  was  henceforward  to  have 
an  equal  voice  with  them  in  the  a])pointment  of  their 
magistrates,  whose  judicial  authority  was  considerably 
abridged ;  the  inhabitants  likevrise  bound  themselves  to 
liquidate  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  to  pay  the 
gabelie  for  the  future^. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  so  highly  gratified  with 
the  alacrity  which  the  Hollanders  and  Zealanders  had 
shown  (vrith  a  short-sighted  policy  perhaps)  in  lending 
their  assistance  to  subdue  tlie  Ghentors,  tliat  lie  j>ro- 
mised  to  release  the  people  from  the  ten  years'  petition, 

i  Moustrel^  toI.  ix^  duip.  4i — iB.   ^id,      Koya^  ad  aun,  I4d9, 
p.  89. 
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in  case  of  iiiTftsioii,  or  the  ocoimenee  of  a  flood;  and 
confirmed  the  Taluable  and  important  privilege,  ^'de 

non  evocando,"  that  is,  that  no  one  Bhould  be  brought 
to  trial  out  of  the  boundaries  of  the  county.  Four 
cases,  however,  were  excepted :  when  the  cause  could 
not  be  decided  by  reason  of  the  contumacy  of  either  oi 
the  parties;- when  a  dispute  arose  between  any  two 

towiis  which  couhl  not  be  nettled  ])y  tlu^  coiiiicil  at  the 
Hague;  in  case  of  any  tumult  or  disorder  which  the 
council  was  unable  to  appease;  and,  lastly,  all  each 
cases  were  excepted,  as  could  not  be  judged  at  the 
ordinary  courts,  without  iiyury  to  the  general  laws  of 
the  country^  A  reservation,  sudi  as  arbitrary  princes 
have  ever  been  iV»ud  of  inserting  in  grants  of  popular 
privileges,  that  Philip  himself  was  to  be  sole  judge  of 
when  a  case  of  exception  arose,  considerably  qualified 
this  ancient  right  so  deeply  dieiished  by  the  Dutch 
nation.  It  was  during  the  war  with  the  Ghenters  that 
the  Count  of  Charolois,  afterwards  Charles  the  "  Bold," 
or  "  Rash, '  first  began  to  draw  attention  to  himself, 
and  to  manifest  symptomis  of  that  restless  and  head- 
strong' character,  of  which  we  sliall  ere  long  have  to 
remari^  the  deplorable  etiects.  Before  hostilities  had 
yet  broken  out,  the  duke,  his  father,  not  wishing  to 
encourage  his  passion  for  war,  already  excessive,  sent 
him  to  Zealand  in  the  quality  of  stadtholder  of  the 
county.  There  he  demanded  of  the  states  a  petition 
in  the  name  of  Duke  Philip,  which  he  had  im  .sooner 
obtained,  than  he  hastened  back  to  Brabant,  to  be 
ready  to  take  a  share  in  the  expedition  against  the 
Ghenters.  Philip  still  sought  to  detain  him,  under  the 
pretext  that  there  was  no  armour  prepared  for  him. 
"  I  would  rather,**  said  the  proud  and  Impatient  prince, 

^  HoDBtrelet,  to],  ix.,  chap.  Sft.    Boslioni  op  Btigvnbeig^  U. 
bl.m  Groot  PkkaAty  bl,  679. 
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fight  in  my  doublet^  thaiLnot  help  my  &iher  to  subdue 
these  rebellious  Ghenters.**   To  the  entreaties  of  his 

mother,  that  he  would  remain  at  court  for  her  sake, 
aad  for  the  sidce  of  his  subjects*  he  replied,  that»  ''It 
would  be  better  for  his  subjects  to  lose  him  young, 
tlian  to  have  in  liim  hereafter  a  cowardly  and  sluggish 
master;**  aad  on  het  urging  that  it  was  sufficient  for 
his  father,  Philip,  to  be  exposed  to  danger,  "  It  is 
therefore  I  ought  to  go,"  said  he,  "  lest  men  think, 
that  when  my  fother  and  the  chief  nobility  expose 
their  lives  for  the  state,  I  am  prevented  by  fear  from 
following  themV'  At  the  end  of  the  Ghentish  war»  1454 
he  returned  to  Zealand,  where  the  severity  of  his 
judgments  in  the  supreme  court,  over  which  he  pre- 
sided as  stadtholder  and  representative  of  the  count, 
rendered  his  authority  fully  as  much  feared  as  respected. 
Upon  his  marriage  with  Isabella,  daughter  of  Charles^ 
duke  of  Bourbon,  which  took  place  in  the  October  of 
this  ye.nr,  lie  quitted  Holland,  and  remainetl  some  time 
in  Bmbant.  He  had  before  been  married,  while  yet  a 
child,  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  Charles  VIJ.  of  France^ 
who  died  in  1446,  without  issue™. 

During  Charles's  stay  in  Brabant,  events  occurred 
in  Utrecht  which  prepared  jbhe  way  for  the  future 
junction  of  this  ecclesiastical  state  witii  the  rest  of  the 
Netherlands.  Philip  had  long  desired  this  see  for  his 
natural  son,  David  of  Burgundy,  bishop  of  Terouanne ; 
but  upon  the  death  of  the  bishop,  Kodolph  van  Die- 
pfaout,  the  chapter  unanimously  elected,  in  opposition 
to  David,  Gil])ert  vau  Brederode,  archdeacon  of  the  1455 
catkedrai,  who  was  proclaimed  in  the  choir,  took 
pottession  of  the  episcopal  palace,  and  obtained  con- 

^  M^m.  (i'Olivicr  de  la  Marchc,  liv.  i.,  chap.  29^  p.  228 ;  chap.  27, 
p.  2C4.    Pout,  llcnt.  Rcr.  13iir.,  lil).  v.,  cap.  1. 

■  Pont.  Heut,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  16.   Dq  la  Marche,  liv.  i.,  cap.  31,  p.  302, 
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firmation  of  his  temporal  authority  from  the  emperor, 
I  rederick  III.  Alth(juf^li  not  a  single  vote  had  declared 
in  &yoar  of  David,  Philip,  after  the  election  of  Gilbert 
van  Brederode,  despatched  John  Godfrey,  bishop  of 
Arras,  to  the  rourt  of  Rome,  charging  him  to  represent 
1455  to  Calixtns  III.,  then  pope,  that  Gilbert  vras  ineligible 
to  be  a  iMshop,  because  he  had  taken  part  in  the  war 
against  the  Ghenters;  and  to  petition  that  liis  holiness 
would  not  only  refuse  to  ratify  the  election,  but  bestow 
the  bishopnc  of  UtrccliL  on  David  of  BurL^undy. 
However  ungraceful  the  objection  to  Brederode  might 
sound  in  the  mouth  of  Duke  Philip,  who  had  profited 
by  his  assistance,  and  however  monstrous  the  proposal, 
that  the  Pope  should  nominate  to  a  see,  which  had 
from  time  immemorial  been  elective,  it  was  too  agree- 
able in  its  nature,  and  too  well  supported  by  flatteries 
and  presents  on  the  part  of  Duke  Philip,  to  permit 
his  holiness  to  hesitate  long  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct he  should  pursue.  He  gave  audience  indeed 
to  the  ambassadors  of  Gilbert^  received  and  retained 
the  customary  gift  of  4000  ducats,  which  they 
brought  him,  but  secretly  delivered  to  the  Bishop  of 
Arras  letters  creating  David  of  Burgundy  bishop  of 
Utrecht".  While  the  affiiir  was  pending,  Philip  feeding 
little  doubt  in  what  manner  it  would  terminate,  and 
receiving  intelligence  that  the  states  of  Utrecht  had 
appointed  Gilbert  van  Brederode  guardian  and  defender 
of  the  see,  until  the  Pope's  ratihcation  of  his  election, 
prepared  to  secure  by  force  the  reception  of  his  son  in 
the  bishopric;  and  for  this  purpose  repaired  to  Holland 
to  raise  a  general  levy  of  troops  °.  The  Hollanders 
rarely  fieuled  to  take  advantage  of  a  conjuncture  when 

"  Snoi.  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  x.,  j).  151.   Heda  in  GUbert.  et  Dav.,  y,  2dl. 
Pont.  Heat.  Rer.  Bur.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  10. 
•  Sooi.  lUr.  Bat,  lib.  x.,  p.  151. 
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their  sovereigns  required  tiieir  support,  to  recover  or 
fisteiid  their  privileges ;  and  the  historian  has  ofken  to 
admire  their  steady  patience  in  waiting  tbeir  oppor- 
tunity— ^tbe  manly,  but  respectful,  eaniestness  with 
wbkih  they  vindicated  their  claims,  and  the  geneious 
patriotism  with  which  they  made  vast  pt  cuihary  sacri- 
iiees  ibr  the  sake  of  their  hi<^hiy  prized  liberties.  On 
this  occasion  the  West  Friealanders  and  Kemmer- 
knders,  knowing  that  the  duke  must  have  recourse  to 
their  assistance  in  the  projected  war  a^^ainst  Utrechti 
olfeted  him  a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the  restora- 
tiou  uf  the  franchises  of  which  they  had  been  deprived 
in  1^6 ;  Alkmaar  paid  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
(Flemish),  the  whole  of  Kemmerland  one  pound  for 
each  houj»e,  and  the  remainder  in  proportion :  the 
duke^  in  letuni,  leinstated  them  in  the  same  privileges 
as  they  had  enjoyed  before  that  time,  while  this  mark 
of  fiiTOur  so  won  upon  the  lioliandeix  in  general,  that 
they  unanimously  prepared  to  assist^  both  with  men 
and  money,  the  expedition  to  Utrecht  i^. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  state  no  sooner  heard  of 
the  preparations  making  by  Philip^  than  they  resolved 
to  supply  the  city  with  a  numerous  garrison  and  pro- 
visiona  for  a  siege;  while  Reynold  van  Brederode, 
Heniy  van  Montfort^  and  such  of  the  nobility  as 
adhered  to  the  side  of  Bishop  Gilbert,  threw  tlu  ni- 
sei ves  within  its  wails.  Immediately  on  the  reception 
of  the  Pope's  letters  of  appointment,  the  duke  sent 

lor  ward  Adrian  van  J5orselen,  the  Imshand  of  one  of 
his  natural  daughters,  with  an  army  into  Utrecht.  1456 
On  his  arrival,  Amersfoort  and  Beenen  opened  their 
gates  without  resistance,  acknowledging  David  of 
Burgundy  as  bishop;  and  Philip  himself  foUoM-ed 
shortly  after  at  the  head  of  14,000  men  to  besiege 

*  Handve^t,  vou  bl*  58,   Boxli(»ni  op  Veldeuaar,  bl.  194. 
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the  city  of  Utrecht.   The  Bishop  Gilbert  and  the 

citizens  were  s(Mze<l  with  such  alarm  tit  liis  a])proach, 
that  they  gave  to  the  Duke  of  Cleves^  who  had  beibre 
offered  his  mediation,  full  powers,  in  conjunction  with 
some  other  nobles,  to  make  the  best  terms  they  could, 
in  order  to  preserve  them  from  an  assault.  An  agree* 
ment  was  therefore  concluded,  by  which  Gilbert  sur- 
rendered ail  claim  to  the  bishopric  in  favour  of  Davitl 
of  Burgundy,  retaining  the  archdeaconry  of  Utrecht 
and  an  annuity  of  4000  guflders  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  see,  which  were  computed  at  50,000  Rhenish 
guilders  yearly.  After  this  compromise  the  new  bishop 
was  received  without  difficulty  through  the  whole 
state,  except  the  town  of  Deventer,  which  did  not 
submit  until  after  a  siege  of  eight  Peeks'  duration^ 

TTavinsf  thus  obt;iiiu'(l  a  Ibuting  in  Utrecht,  Philip 
sought  further  to  giatify  his  ambition  by  establishing 
his  dominion  over  Friezland.  Since  the  loss  of  Sta« 
veren,  in  the  reign  of  William  VI.,  the  counts  of 
Holland  had  been  deprived  of  evm  a  shadow  of  au-> 
thority  in  that  proHnce.  They  continued,  it  is  true,  to 
assume  the  title  of  Lord  of  Friezland,  and  John  of 
Bavaria  had  even  been  formally  acknowledged  by  the 
inhabitants,  but  they  were  still,  feet,  a  free  people, 
and  subject  to  no  foreign  rule^"  The  state  was  yet 
divided  fay  the  two  &etions  of  nobles  and  people^ 
(Vetkoopers  and  Schieringers,)  and  the  violence  of 
their  contentions  had  enfeebled  both  to  such  a  degree^ 
that  Philip  thought  it  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
bringing  them  under  subjection.  He  therefore  sent 
deputies  from  Utrecht  to  the  Friezlauders  of  Ooster- 
gouwe  and  Westergouwe^  to  promise  them  advan- 

•»  Monstrelet,  voL  ix^  clmp.  05.   Heda  in  Gisb.  et  Dav,  pp,  2d3, 
Snoi.  Rer.  Bn^^  lih,  x.,  p.  l.'il.  • 
'  iEaeas  Sy  lvius  tie  JStaUi.  iiurope,  cap.  xxvii.;  p.  73. 
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tigeous  conditioDs  if  thej  would  acknowledge  him  as 
Ittrd,  and  threatening  to  visit  them  at  the  head  of  au 
mny  if  they  refused*. 

The  Frieximdm,  dreading  on  the  one  hand  the 
overwhelming  power  of  the  duke,  and  unwilling  on  the 
other  to  sacrifice  their  ioiig  cherii^ihed  indepeudenoe^ 
chaao  a  middle  eoniae;  they  consented  to  send  depnties 
to  Haarlem,  in  obedience  to  the  summoiiii  of  the  duke, 
but  empowered  them  only  to  hear  and  report  upon  the 
tnma  oflbred.  The  Friedand  deputies  having  appeared 
before  the  stadtholder  and  council  of  iioHuad,  it  was 
ftopoeed  to  them  that,  ''the  Friealanders^  espeeially 
those  <rf  Oostergouwe  and  Westergonwe  bad,  for  many 
years,  withdrawn  tliemfieives  from  the  authority  of 
their  lawful  soTereign,  contrary  to  all  right  and  justice^ 
and  thus  entailed  upon  their  country  his  high  dis- 
pleasure; nevertheless,  it  they  would  now  receive  and 
acknowledge  him  as  lord,  he  vras  willing  to  oonfirm  all 
their  charters  and  privileges,  to  promote  their  com- 
meice,  and  to  raise  them  to  a  state  of  prosperity, 
mdJar  to  that  vriiidi  Holland  and  Zealand  enjoyed 
under  his  g(jvernment.  The  deputies  having  reported 
the  result  of  their  embassy  to  a  full  assembly  of  the 
states  of  Friezland,  it  was  resolved,  not  only  to  leave 
the  duke's  proposal  unanswered,  but  to  maintain  vrith 
tbeir  liTOS  and  property  theur  independence  as  ^'free 
Priezlanders^** 

At  this  juncture,  the  Emperor  Frederic  III.,  whe- 
flier  desiring  to  assert  his  sovereignty  over  Friealand 
or  that  he  found  himself  obliged  to  resort  to  every 
possible  method  of  raising  supplies^  sent  one  Thomas  1457 
von  Gmnstedeni  to  demand  the  yearly  payment  supposed 

■  Boxhorn  op  VeldmMr,  bl.  20I. 

« TTKbo  fimm.  Rar«  wiiB^  Ub,  zxt.,  pp.  SSO-SSS,  Boshom  op 
TddeiMtfv  bl.  206. 
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to  be  due  from  Friezland  to  the  empire,  with  the 
arrears  for  a  considerable  period.   The  Emperor  Sigis- 
mund  had,  in  the  year  1418,  demanded  a  like  tribute, 
on  the  ground  that  Friezland  reTerted  to  the  empire  as 
a  male  fief,  on  the  death  of  William  VL    Whether  or 
not  it  was  then  paid,  appears  doubtful ;  but  the  Friez- 
landers  now  readily  consented  to  its  payment,  on  con* 
dition  tliat  the  emperor  would  accede  to  the  demands 
made  on  their  side.    These  were,  that  the  emperor 
should  forbid  Philip,  duke  of  Burgundy,  to  assume  any 
authority  in  the  province;  aud  the  Friezlanders,  under 
heavy  penalties,  to  acknowledge  any  lord  but  the 
emperor  alone;  that  the  emperor  should  renew  the 
privileges  of  Charlemagne  and  Sigismund,  witli  this 
addition,  that  no  native  should  be  brought  to  trial  out 
of  the  boundaries  of  Friezland.    The  emperor,  eager  to 
grasp  the  offered  monies,  accepted  the  conditions,  and 
despatched  a  letter-patent  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
commanding  him,  on  pain  of  his  heavy  displeasure^  to 
desist  from  asserting  any  sovereignty  over  Friezland, 
promising  to  hear,  and  to  do  him  justice,  if  he  could 
establish  his  claim  to  that  province*.    It  is  probable 
that  Philip  would  have  paid  but  little  regard  to  the 
imperial  mandate,  had  he  felt  much  inclination  to 
pursue  so  unprofitable  and  inglorious  a  war;  from 
which,  however,  he  was  averted  by  domestic  disquie- 
tudes, and  by  circumstances  which  had  occurred,  cal- 
culated to  weaken  the  tie  of  iriLiulship  between  him- 
self and  France,  and  to  place  him  in  a  hostile  position 
^nth  Charles  VIL,  the  able  and  powerful  monarch  of 
that  country. 

The  dauphin  of  France,  afterwards  King  Louis  XI^ 
had  for  many  years  been  at  variance  with  bis  father, 

«  E^.  Beninga,  Hist.  Orien.  Fris.,  lib.  li.,  wjf.  82.  Boxhom  op  VcMe- 
uuir,  bl.  209, 214. 
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md  retiring  from  the  court  to  Dauphin^,  his  appanage, 
governed  that  province  independently  of  the  royal 
authority.  Charles,  at  length  tindiug  liis  remonstrances 
and  oiiera  of  reconciliation  alike  inefiectual,  aent  an 
army  to  reduce  his  rebellious  son  to  submisaion.  Loui%  1466 
destitute  of  support,  and  burrouuded  by  the  royal 
forc€«^  fled  in  haate  and  secrecy  to  Brosaela,  where 
(the  duke  bdng  at  that  time  in  Utrecht,)  he  was  re^ 
ceived  by  the  duchess  and  court  with  every  demonstra- 
tion of  welcome  and  reapect\  It  seemed  as  though 
he  carried  the  spirit  of  discord  with  him,  since  within 
a  bhort  time  of  his  arrival,  similar  dissensions  arose 
between  Philip  of  Burgundy,  and  his  son  the  Count  of 
Charolois.  It  has  been  observed,  tliat  Philip,  fearing 
the  effects  of  the  restless  temper  of  his  son  at  the 
court,  had  created  him  stadtholder^general  of  Holland ; 
he  had  since  then  been  ]»ut  in  possession  of  several  rich 
lordships  in  the  county,  and  as  he  found  his  influence 
daily  increasmg,  be  began  to  assume  a  more  haughty 
tone,  and  to  give  evident  tokens  of  dissatisfaction  with 
many  parts  of  his  &ther  s  goyemment,  particularly  the 
fiivour  he  evinced  towards  the  house  of  Crove ;  of 
which  the  head,  John  de  Croye,  was  the  |)riiicipal 
mmister  of  the  duke,  and  stood  high  in  his  confidence 
and  esteem  ;  while  both  himself  and  his  family,  were 
proportionally  detested  by  Charles.  During  the  resi- 
dence of  the  dauphin  at  Brussels,  John  de  Croye  paid 
constant  and  assiduous  court  to  him,  and  this  circum- 
stance laid  the  germ  of  the  hatred  that  ever  after 
subsisted  between  Louis  and  Charles ;  a  hatred  which 
their  different  characters  were  well  calculated  to  nourish, 
and  their  opposing  interests  to  develop^* 

♦  Pont.  Ileut.  Rer.  Bur.  lib.  iv.,  cap.  10.   ViUoret  Cont.  de  VeUy, 
toni*  xvL,  p.  152. 

*  di  CouL,  tiv,       p.  180.  Df  la  March^  Uv.  i.,  chap.  89^ 
p.  307,  300.  Ftot.  Heat^  lib.  Iv.,  ciy,  10* 
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The  residence  of  liis  son  at  the  court  of  his  vassal, 
must  necessarily  be  regarded  by  the  King  of  France 
with  feelings  of  jealousy  and  yexation.  Philip  had, 
upon  the  aiTival  of  Louis,  written  a  letter  couched  in 
most  respectful  terms,  informing  him  of  the  event; 
and  had  afterwiurds  attempted  to  reconcile  the  differ- 
ences between  the  father  and  son;  but  the  entire 
submission  which  Charles  thought  it  necessary  to  exact, 
and  the  dold  and  suspicious  temper  of  the  dauphin, 
rendered  his  etibrts  abortive ;  it  may  be  doubted  indeed 
whether  th^  were  vexj  sincere,  since  Philip  could  not 
iriew  himself  without  pleasure  possessed  of  so  powerfiil 
a  weapon  against  Ft  a  ]  ice.  There  were  also  yarioaa 
other  causes  of  dissatisfaction  existing  between  the 
two  sovereigns ;  each  party  made  complaints  of  the 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Arras;  and  Charles  had 
formed  some  alliances  suspected  by  the  Duke' of  Bui^ 
gundy,  especially  with  the  emperor  and  the  city  of 
Liege;  and  had»  moreover,  promised  his  daughter 
Magdalen  in  marriage  to  Ladislaus,  king  of  Hungary, 
rival  of  Duke  Philip  for  the  possession  of  Luxemburg. 
The  Kings  of  France  and  Hungary  agreed,  at  the 
same  time^  to  unite  their  forces  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  the  duke,  not  only  of  Luxemburg,  but  like- 
wise of  Holland,  Zealand,  Friezland,  and  Hainault;. 
which,  as  they  declared,  he  had  illegally  wrested  from 
the  Countess  Jacoba'^.  Ladislaus,  dying  before  the 
completion  of  the  marriage^  left  by  will  his  claims  upon 
Luxemburg  to  ^lagdalen  of  France. 

In  this  threatening  aspect  of  afiairs,  the  duke^ 
deemed  it  advisable  to  defer  a  crusade  which  he  had 
sworn  to  undertake,  on  receiving  the  tidings  of  the 
conquest  of  Constantinople  by  the  Turks  in  and 

»  Duclf>«,  Sup.  k  THist.  de  Louis  XT.,  torn,  iii.,  p.  ia5.  Monstrelet,  v^l. 
Ix.,  chap.  71,  p.  4U,  chap.  72.  Villaret, ConU  de  VeU^:,  tonuxvi,  p.  181. 
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to  prepare  for  war  nearer  hw  own  boundaries  3".  Never- 
theless, either  unwilling  to  engaire  in  hostilities  at  his 
advanced  age,  while  embarrassed  by  domeetic  oabab, 
or  in  order  to  gain  time  for  putting  uiiitLtrs  in  train, 
he  sent  John  de  Crojre,  with  John  of  Lannoy,  stadt- 1400 
holder  of  Holland,  at  the  head  of  a  solemn  embassy, 
to  demand  the  cause  of  the  warlike  preparations  then 
making  at  the  court  of  France*   The  breach^  howoTer, 
still  widened,  and  war  appeared  inevitable^  when  the 
death  of  Charles  \'IL  changed,  for  a  short  time,  the 
state  of  a&iis.    The  duke  accompanied  the  new 
nionarch  to  his  kingdom,  assisted  at  his  coronation  at 
iUieims,  where  he  did  him  voiuutarj  homage,  not  only  1461 
for  the  states  he  held  of  France,  but  for  his  possessions 
in  general,  an<l  uttendtMl  him  to  Paris  witli  a  train  of 
240  nobles;  while  the  king,  on  his  side,  loaded  Philip 
with  compliments  and  caresses,  and  conferred  on  the 
Count  of  Charolois,  the  iniportaut  oiiice  of  Lieutenant- 
General  of  Normandy.    Whether  the  conduct  of 
Louis  were  prompted  by  sincere  gratitude  for  the 
protection  afforded  him  by  Burgundy  in  his  time  of 
need,  or  whether  adopted  only  to  flatter  the  duke  into 
a  compliance  ^vith  his  wishes,  it  is  certain  that  he  took 
advantage  of  the  favourable  dispositions  of  the  latter, 
to  press  for  the  restoration  of  those  towns  which  had 
been  ceded  to  him  by  the  peace  of  Anas.   Charles  VII. 
had  been  forced  to  buy  this  peace  very  dear ;  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty,  all  the  towns  on  the  Somme,  St 
Quentiu,  Corlne,  Amiens,  Abbeville,  the  county  of 
P6nthieu,  Dourlens,  Bt.  Biquier,  Arleux,  and  Mortaigne, 
were  surrendered  to  Philip,  but  redeemable  by  Charles, 
or  his  successors  upon  payment  of  400,000  crowns  of 

'  Mem.  d'Oliv.  de  la  Marchc,  chap.  30,  p.  294. 
'  Monstrelet,  vol.  x.,  chap.  3, 12.   Pont.  Heiit.,  Rer.  Bur.,  lib,  ir., 
ci{k.  17.  Daeloi^  UbU  de  Louia  XI.,  torn*  i.,  Uv.  ii.,  p.  127. 
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go1d«.  Philip  had  hitherto  constantly  refused  to  restore 

these  towns,  but  he  now  consented  to  deliver  them  up 

1463  to  France  immediately  upon  the  payment  of  the  stipa* 
lated  ransom.  The  Count  of  Charolois  was  in  Holland 
when  he  received  intelligence  of  this  transaction, 
which  esuisperated  stiil  further  his  hatred,  both  against 
Louis,  and  against  John  de  Croye,  by  whose  advice  it 
was  supposed  the  duke  had  acted^. 

Not  long  after  the  accession  of  Louis,  Charles  had 

opened  a  secivt  corre8})ondence  with  Francis  II.,  duke 
of  Brittany,  one  of  the  principal  members  of  a  dan- 
gerous league  formed  by  the  nobles  of  France  against 
liiiii.  Their  negotiations  were  carried  on  through  the 
medium  of  Jean  de  lioumille,  vice-chauceiior  of 
Brittany;  and  Louis,  aware  of  the  intrigue,  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  possess  himself  of  the  person  of 

1464  the  agent.  For  this  purpose,  he  despatched  a  vessel 
manned  with  forty  stout  mariners,  under  th6  command 
of  one  Rubempr^,  to  arrest  luui  at  Gorincheni,  where 
he  was  expected  to  land  on  his  way  from  England,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  audience  of  the  Count  of 
Charolois,  who  usually  resided  there^  It  was  this 
circumstance  that  gave  rise  to  the  report  generally 
spread,  that  Charles  himself  was  in  reality  the  person 
aimed  at ;  but  though  the  character  of  Louis  might 
well  justify  any  such  suspicion,  yet  it  is  hardly  probable 
that  he  would  seek  to  remove  Charles  from  the  states 
of  his  father,  where  the  diNsoubious  he  caused  so  well 
answered  his  purpose,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
inevitably  arouse  the  hostility  of  the  whole  nation, 

■  RecoeU  des  Tnit(^    Leooaid,  tom.    p.  9. 
^  Him,  de  Ph.  de  Comtnlnee,  Hv.  i.^  chap.  1.  Hcostnleti  toI.  %^ 
ehap.  23. 

'  AUni.  de  U  Marche,  Uv.  i.,  chap.  So,  |>.  312.  Pout.  Heut.  Ber.  Bur., 
lib.  T.,  cap.  1.  Moii»trelet>  vol.  x.,  chap.  29. 
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ivhieh  it  was  his  interest  now  more  paiticnlariy  to 

avoid.     Whatever  the  design  might  liave  been,  it 
wholly  iaiied*    Bubempre  was  himself  seized  and 
thrown  into  prison,  where  he  remained  nntil  14110. 
The  Duke  of  Burguud}  wub  at  tliih  time  hokliiig  a 
coBfiorence  with  King  Louis  at  Ueusden;  and  the 
Count  of  Charolois,  in  giving  htm  infonnation  of  the 
attempt,  which  he  failed  not  to  magnify  to  the  utmobt, 
declared,  that  Lonis  not  only  intended  to  seize  him, 
but  likewise  to  make  himself  master  of  tlie  person  of 
the  duke  himself;  and  Philip,  either  believing,  or 
a&cting  to  beliere,  that  he  was  no  longer  in  safety 
near  the  king,  precipitately  (juitted  Heuyden.  Louis 
soon  after  sent  a  solemn  embassy  to  clear  himself  of 
this  aecnsation;  but  his  protestations  of  innoeence 
proved  utterly  iueiiective,  nor  could  he  pi-event  the 
lecfrndliation  that  a  sense  of  their  common  danger 
brought  about  between  Philip  and  his  son.  Charles 
having  induced   his  father,  during  a  severe  tit  of 
nekneas  which  followed  this  events  to  resign  the  cares 
of  government  into  his  hands,  made  the  first  use  of  his 
power  by  forcing  all  the  members  of  the  family  of 
C^ye-  to  qnit  their  offices,  which  proceeding  rekindled 
the  anger  of  the  duke  against  him  to  so  violent  a 
degree,  that  immediately  on  his  recovery  he  revoked 
the  appointment  he  had  made.   But  a  {mcification 
being  once  more  effected  by  the  intercebsion  of  some 
of  the  knights  of  the  golden  fleece,  Philip  bestowed 
on  the  Count  of  Charolois  the  command  of  an  army 
destiued  for  the  invasion  of  France,  in  concert  with 
the  nobles  of  that  country  engaged  in  the  league 
called  the  •*  Confederation  for  the  public  good,**  whose 
cause  both  Philip  and  Charles  now  openly  espoused"^.  1465 

*  MoDiitrultit,  vul.  X.,  cbup.  32,  30.    Cuiuuiincii,  liv.  i.,  cUup.  2. 
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At  the  head  of  12,000  home*,  and  a  nnmeroiui 

body  of  infimtry,  Charles  marched  with  little  resistance 
to  the  very  gates  of  Paris,  whenoe^  aa  hia  forces  were 
not  sufficient  to  commence  the  siege,  he  retired  to 
Montlh^ri,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
Brittany  with  his  army,   l^e  King  of  France^  vfao 
was  in  the  Boilrbonnois  at  the  time  of  the  invasion, 
returnetl  by  hasty  marches  towards'  Paris,  determined, 
if  possible,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  his  enemies;  for 
this  purpose,  he  made  an  attack  on  tlie  Count  of 
Charolois,  while  yet  unsupported  by  his  allies  at 
Montlh^ri;  bat  the  event  of  the  battle  proving  in- 
decisive, Louis  was  unable  to  elfect  his  design,  and 
Charles  marching  to  Conflans,  was  there  joined  by  the 
troops  of  the  insurgent  noUes.  The  confedeiates  were 
already  prepared  to  surround  Paris,  when  Louis  put  an 
end  to  the  war  by  a  stroke  of  policy  at  once  bold  and 
successful.   Accompanied  by  only  four  or  five  attend- 
ants, he  placed  himself  in  a  small  boat,  and  rowing  up 
the  Seine  from  Paris,  approached  close  to  Conflana 
On  the  shore  he  perceived  the  Count  of  Charolois, 
standing  with  the  Count  de  St.  Pol,  and  surrounded  by 
a  large  body  of  cavalry.   Addressing  the  former,  the 
kinsf  exclaimed,    "  Brother,   will   you   promise  me 
safety?**       Yes,  aa  a  brother,"  answered  Charles. 
Louis,  without  fiirther  security,  immediately  sprang 
ashore,  when  the  two  princes  emljraced  as  affectionate 
and  long  tried  friends,  after  which  they  held  a  long 
and  private  conference.   This  was  followed  by  several 
interviews,  ^vhich  resulted  in  the  treaty  of  Conflans, 
vrhereby  Louis,  anxious  to  remove  Charles  from  the 
heart  of  his  dominions,  and  determined  at  any  price  to 
dissolve  the  formidable  league  against  Iiim,  consented 

*  Acoording  to  Monstrelet^  or  lus  continuator,  28,000  hoi^^e^  vol. 
.310, 
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to  reinstate  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  the  possession  of 
tbe  towns  on  the  Somme,  provided  timi,  after  the 
tenth  of  himself  and  Philip,  thej  should  be  redeemable 
on  payment  of  the  sum  of  200,000  golden  crowns*. 
After  the  conclusion  of  this  peace,  Charles  proceeded 
to  ehastme  the  insolence  of  the  burghers  of  Liege  and 
Diuant,  who,  having  made  an  alliance  with  Louis  on 
(he  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  France  and. 
Bargundy,  invaded  Brabant  and  Namur,  and  devas- 
tited  the  whole  country  with  fire  and  &word.  Charles, 
en  his  retoni  from  France,  hiid  siege  to  Liege,  defeated 
an  army  of  Lie^ois  before  its  walls,  and  the  town, 
hopeless  of  assistance  from  Louis,  surrendered  on  con- 
Mons.  The  citizens  were  forced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
600,000  Rhenish  guilders.  Dinant  was  taken  by 
storm  and  j^taged,  its  fortifications  raaed  to  the 
ground,  and  8,000  of  the  inhabitants  dromed  in  the  1466 
Alaas  by  order  of  Charles^ 

Whether  or  not  the  Hollanders  took  part  in  either 
of  these  expeditions  is  uncertain ;  but  it  is  clear  that 
tiiey  were  by  no  means  exempt  from  a  share  in  the 
expenses  they  entailed  on  the  states.  A  ten  years* 
petition  was  levied  on  Holland  and  West  Friesland, 
amounting  to  55,183  crowns  a  year ;  and  Zealand  was 
taxed  in  the  same  proportion.  Charles,  during  his 
residence  in  these  provinces,  had  found  means  so 
greatly  to  increase  his  intiuence,  that  he  was  little 
likely  to  meet  with  resistance  to  any  of  his  demands^ 
even  if  the  example  of  Ghent  had  not  ati'urded  a 
^vere  lesson  to  such  as  might  be  inclined  to  oiOier  it. 
He  obtained,  as  we  have  'Seen,  considerable  baronies 

'  Honstrelet,  vol.  chap.  41, 44«  Comxnmefl,  Uy.  L,  chap.  12.  Be- 
ewil  d«e  Traiti^s,  torn,  i.,  p.  66. 

'  Hecueii  des  Traitcs,  torn,  i.,  p.  60.  CommilMfl^  Ur.  i.,  chap.  12. 
f  oai.  Heut.  Ber.  Bur.,  lib.  ir^  cap.  18.- 
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both  in  Holland  and  Zealand ;  he  reduced  the  number 
of  the  council  of  state  from  eight-aud-twenty  to  eighty 
besides  the  stadtholder;  and  as  he  professed  to  choose 
them  rather  for  their  skill  in  affairs,  than  for  the 
nobility  of  their  birth,  they  became  entirely  subservient 
to  his  will.  He  likewise  deprived  the  coimcQ  of  the 
office  of  auditing  the  public  accounts,  which  it  had 
hitherto  exercisedt  uniting  the  chamber  of  finance  at 
the  Hague  with  that  of  Brussels*.  This  was  the  first 
step  towards  an  union  between  Holland  and  tlie  rest 
of  the  NetherlandSi  which  was  afterwards  partially,  but 
never  entirely,  eflbcted.  Charles  was  recalled  from 
Jlolland  into  Brabant  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1457,  by  the  declining  health  of  his  father,  who  lay 
sick  at  Bruges  of  a  quinsey,  which  terminated  his 
existence  on  the  15th  of  February,  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  bis  age«  He  left  by  his  wife^  Isabella 
of  Portugal,  only  one  son,  Charles.  The  number  of 
his  illegitimate  children  is  said  by  borne  to  have  been 
thirty,  but  he  made  provision  for  no  more  than  nine- 
teen ^.  Philip's  humanity,  benevoknce,  ailkbility,  and 
strict  regard  to  justice,  obtained  for  him  tlie  surname 
of  Good ;  while  his  love  of  peace,  and  the  advantageous 
treaties  which  tlie  extent  and  importance  of  his 
dominions  enabled  him  to  make  with  foreign  nations, 
tended  greatly  to  increase  the  commerce  of  his  sub* 
jects.  The  Dutch  at  this  time  nuiintained  a  con- 
siderable carrying  trade  with  England,  in  gold,  silver, 
and  jewels^  besides  a  valuable  trafiic  in  wools,  cloths, 
linen,  herrings,  and  salt,  in  the  refining  of  which  tliey 
were  possessed  of  peculiar  skill  The  increase  of 
trade  was  accompanied  by  a  corresponding  unpiove- 

f  AnnaL  Belg.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  1. 

k  Mtel  Dip.  Belg.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  1259,  ct  seq. 

1  Bynu  Foed.,  (otn.  x.,  p.  408.  ^  Idem,  p.  7G1. 
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mmt  in  agricnltiire»  particularly  in  that  bmncli  of  it 
so  importaut  to  Holland,  the  management  of  the 
dykea.  These  had  hitherto  been  constmcted  of  reed 
and  a  apeeiea  of  sea- weed  called  wier,  gathered  prin- 
cipally in  the  island  of  Wieringen ;  but  a  new  method 
was  now  adopted,  of  laying  down  long  heavy  beams* 
.foined  at  certain  distances  by  cross  beaiiis,  made  fa&t 
^ith  strong  iron  huits»  and  defended  against  the  first 
break  of  the  waters  by  a  curtain  of  pile>work. 

The  wealth  thus  jjrocurcd  by  the  genius  and  in- 
dustry of  tlie  NetherUmders^  enabled  them  to  sustaui 
the  heavy  bmrdens  laid  upon  them  by  Diike  Philip, 
with  a  coni|)arative  ease  which  led  a  contemporary 
author  to  suppose  that  they  were»  in  iact»  more 
l^tly  taxed  than  the  subjects  of  other  princes  ^  As 
Philip,  however,  during  the  whole  of  his  reign  kept  up 
a  court  which  surpaased  every  other  in  Europe  in 
luxury  and  magnificence and  contrived  besides  to 
amass  vast  sums  of  money,  it  is  evident  that  his 
treasury  must  have  been  liberally  supplied  by  his 
l)eoplef.    The  supposition  of  the  historian  is  contra- 

'  Commmeti,  Uv.     chap.  2. 

*  During  bis  attendance  on  Louis  XI.  at  Ptaris,  when  that  monarcli 
went  to  take  poaseasion  of  hk  kfa^doniy  ^he  excited  the  admiialioii  of 

the  Parisians  by  the  splendour  of  his  dieai^  table^  and  equipages ;  the 
hotel  of  Ariois,  where  he  lived,  was  hung  with  the  richest  tapestries  ever 
iMA  in  Wnoctt   When  he  rode  through  the  streets,  he  wore  every  day 

some  new  dress,  or  jewel  of  price — ^the  frontlet  of  his  horse  was  covered 
with  the  richest  jewels ;  in  his  dining  hall  was  a  square  sideboard  with 
fo\ir  steps  to  each  side,  which,  at  dinner  time,  was  covered  with  the 
richest  gold  and  silver  phite.   In  the  garden  of  his  hotel  was  pitched  a 

^perb  tent,  covered  on  the  outside  with  fine  velvet,  embroidered  with 
fusils  in  gold,  and  powdered  over  with  gold  s[>arkle8.  The  fusils  were 
the  arms  of  aU  his  countries  and  iordshlpsy  very  riclily  worked." 

MoBjstrelet,  vol.  x.,  cliap.  13. 

t  We  fire  told  by  a  native,  tli  iugh  not  co!itoini*orary  author,  that 
Philip  "  n  ceived  more  money  from  his  sultjocts  than  tliey  had  paid  in 
four  centuries  together  before ;  but  tliey  thought  little  of  it,  since  he 
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dieted  also  hj  the  fftct,  that  Piulip  eieited  a  daageixm 
revolt  in  Ghent,  by  the  imporition  of  new  and  op- 
pressive taxes  on  the  Flemings ;  while  iu  iiolland  he 
intfQdueed  the  unprecedented  and  nneonatitutioiial 
custom  of  levying  petitions  for  a  number  of  yearn 
together.  He  left,  at  his  death,  a  treasure  amounting 
to  400,000  crowns  of  and  100,000  marks  of  dlven 
with  pictures,  jewels,  and  fm*iiitiue,  fcu])posed  to  he 
worth  two  millions  more"".  In  order  to  estimate  truly 
the  real  value  of  this  quantity  of  the  preoious  metals,  we 
must  consider  their  scarcity  at  this  period,  and  the  con- 
sequent low  price  of  com  and  other  necessaries.  In 
years  of  ordinary  plenty  the  price  of  the  bushel  of  rye, 
(at  that  time  the  priiicipai  ingredient  in  the  common 
bread  of  the  countiyt)  was  one  penny  halfpenny;  for  the 
same  quantity  of  wheat  two  pence  fitrthing;  a  ^up 
(two  quarts)  of  Rhenish  wine  one  penny  halfpenny; 
for  a  cask  of  butter  and  400  lbs.  of  cheese  together, 
ninety-six  Rhenish  florins,  or  seven  shillings  and  six* 
paice ;  a  weight  of  hay,  suHicient  for  the  feeding  of  a 
cow  during  a  whole  winter,  one  shilling  and  sixpeiiee; 
for  a  fat  pig  three  shillings  mid  ninepence ;  for  uu  ox 
tliii  teen  shillings  and  sixpence ^  Owing  t  o  the  iailure 
of  the  crops  in  the  year  1437,  the  bushel  of  wheat  rose 

to  an  English  noble,  and  during  the  famine  caused  by 
the  capture  of  the  fleet  returning  with  com  £rom  the 
Baltic  in  the  next  year,  half  a  guilder  was  paid  for  the 
rye  loaf*'.  From  1455  to  1460,  years  of  scarcity,  the 
bushel  of  rye  sold  for  somewhat  more  than  eightpence 
halfjpenny.   The  dearth  was  followed,  as  it  usually 

•  De  k  Mttpohe,  lir,    ciiap.  97,  p.  329* 

■  fLdobmibm  woi  le  GomnMioe,  torn*    pp«  W—ISO. 

•  Veliua  Hoom,  p.  32. 


used  no  force,  nor  the  words  *ric  Tolo^  flic  Jnbeo.'  ^  Pont.  Hoot.  R«r,  Bar., 
lib*  iv.,  cap.  Tax.,  p«  120. 
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liH^peii^  by  teasons  of  great  abmidmoeii  so  that  in 
1464  a  Imdiel  of  wheat,  the  same  of  barlej,  rye,  and 
oats,  a  stoup  of  wine,  a  capon  and  a  goosey  were  sold 
together  for  an  old  gold  crown,  Tahie  twentf*two 

penceP*.  The  salaries  of  public  ofticers  were  pro- 
I  ortionably  low;  the  members  of  the  couucii  appointed 
by  Philip  and  Jaooba  jointly,  had  each  a  salary  of  20/^ 
25/.,  or  30/.,  per  annum f;  and  that  of  the  ])resi(lLnt 
was  fixed  at  120/.  yearly^.  In  the  year  1426  the 
Dake  of  Burgundy  appointing  Herman  Gaaabeck  and 
liolaud  Tan  Uytkerkeu,  captainB-general  in  Holland, 
gave  them  six  florins»  or  ten  ahilUnga  a  day,  for  theur 
expenses,  and  twelve  florins  and  a  half,  or  about  one 
guinea  a  day  for  the  maintenance  of  twenty-five  men 
at  aims  and  their  horses^.  Thus  the  neoessaiy  expenses 
of  the  government  must  have  been  comparatively 
smal^  and  the  pijncipal  portion  of  the  large  sums 
Philip  drew  into  his  treasury,  was  expended  on  his 
private  pleasures^  or  in  festivals,  uiiow%  and  enter- 
tamments. 

The  example  of  prodigality  set  by  the  soTereign 

infected  his  whole  court:  the  nobles  vied  with  each 
iither  in  squandering  their  incomes  i^n  articles  of 
elTeminate  luxury,  or  puerile  ostentation;  and  the 
poverty  they  thus  entailed  upon  themselves  and  their 
posterity,  was  made  a  subject  of  bitter  reproach  to 
them  under  his  successors.  It  is  said  that  Philip  en- 
couraged this  disposition  among  them,  in  order  to 

»  Heda,  p.  203. 

^  KeclierclLes  sur  le  Coiumeroe,  torn,  i.,  pp.  212,  213. 

*  Thus  \^c  sec  that  the  importation  of  com  did  not  prevent,  as  might 
be  expected,  great  fluctuation  in  the  price  :  the  |>eno(l«  of  Rcareity  were, 
however,  of  much  shorter  duration  than  in  those  countries  which  de- 
p€ii'lcil  (<n  thpiroNvii  ^n[»|>lies. 

t  4(X>,  .j<.M  »,  or  ijoo  scliildss  at  28  gros,  or  halfpence. 

X  12U0  ryders  of  48  gros  each. 
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render  their  dependence  npon  himself  the  more  abso- 
late.  But  however  imperiectly  the  true  principles  of 
gOTemment  may  have  been  understood  at  this  period, 
we  can  hartily  suppose  that  a  prince  so  clear  sighted  as 
Philip^  would  have  pursued  such  a  mistaken  course  of 
poliey  as  that  of  seeking  to  strengthen  his  authority  by 
surrounding  the  ducal  cliair  with  a  needy  and  rapacious 
nobility. 

Nor  was  poverty  the  only  evil  which  increasing 
luxury  brought  in  its  train ;  iu(h>lenc^  voluptuousness, 
and  sensuality^  were  carried  to  an  excess  hitherto 
xmheard  of:  both  men  and  women  adopted  the  most 
absurd  and  extravagant  modes  in  dress*  and  equipage, 
and  accustomed  themselves  to  unbounded  license  in 
conversation  and  niauncl>*^  With  the  exception  of 
some  of  the  nobility,  however,  the  people  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  at  a  distance  from  the  conrt,  which 
generally  resided  at  Brussels,  escaped  its  contaniiiuitin^ 
influence,  and  preserved  their  native  integrity  and 
purity  of  morals  entire  amidst  the  general  corruptions 
Nevertheless,  they  were  far  from  being  exemi)t  from 
national  vices.  The  cabals  of  the  hook  and  cod  parties 
had  disseminated  among  them  a  spirit  of  fiiction,  a 
bitterness  of  party  hatred,  and  a  disregard  of  law  and 
order  which  brutalized  their  manners,  annihiiated  all 
feelings  of  true  patriotism,  and  afforded  the  soveieign 

'  Commlnes,  liv.  i.,  chap.  2.   De  la  Marche,  li?.  L  chap.  29,  p.  it87i 
chap.  87.   Iklonstrelot,  vol.  x.,  chap,  54. 
■  Erasmus,   Anns  Batava.'' 


•  On  one  occasion  the  tiuke,  being  ubliged  l»y  illnos-,  to  have  his  head 
fchaved,  issued  an  order  that  all  the  noliilitv  in  his  staiv^  ^lumld  in  like 
manner  shave  their  heads;  five  hundrtnl  %vere  foun.l  Aillini:  t  >  oI>ej  tlits 
injunction;  with  respect  to  the  recusiints,  one  Pierre  N'uc^ueiubac,  with 
others,  were  commanded  to  seize  such  as  they  could  lay  hands  on,  and 
cut  off  their  hair  hy  force.   De  la  Marche,  Uv.  i.,  chap.  3^,  p. 
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a  pretext  for  adopting  measures  to  restraiu  their 
excesses^  highly  inimical  to  their  civil  liberties. 

The  same  cause  retarded  in  Ilolhiiid  the  progress 
of  literature  aud  the  arts,  which  iu  i^'iauderd  aad  Bra* 
bant,  under  the  mnnificent  patronage  and  encourage- 
ment of  Phih'p,  were  making  rapid  advances:  the 
Dateh  had  no  name  to  oppose  to  that  of  John  van 
Evek,  of  Bruges,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  this  century, 
marked  out  an  cera  in  the  annals  of  painting  by  his 
invention  of  oil  colours:  and  it  is  in  the  works  of 
forei«?ners  and  Flemings,  as  contemporary  historians,  of 
Moustrelet,  de  Roya,  and  de  Cunimiues,  that  we  must 
seek  for  the  passing  notices  of  a  country  which  had 
produced  a  John  of  Leyden  and  a  Meiis  Stoke.  The 
beneficial  effects  of  printing  in  the  general  advancement 
of  learning  and  civilization  were  not  as  yet  perceived, 
since  the  expense  of  printed  books  being  hitherto  little 
less  than  that  of  manuscripts,  the  possession  of  them 
^*as  still  confined  to  the  wealthy  few.  The  honour  of 
this  iavention  is,  as  it  is  well  known,  disputed  with 
Mentz  by  Haarlem.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  this  interminable  controversy,  ])ut  nierelv  to 
observe,  that  if  any  share  in  the  merit  of  a  discovery  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  him  who  first  presents  it  in  such  a 
state  of  perfection  as  to  draw  the  attention  of  nuuikind 
to  its  beauty  or  utility,  so  much  is  certainly  due  to 
Lawrence  Coster  of  Haarlem^;  since  he  it  was  who  1428 
jrave  the  tirst  idea  of  the  art,  by  the  invention  of  the 
fixed  wooden  types,  which  Faust^  or  Fust,  and  SchoBfier 
afterwards  improved  by  casting  the  types  in  metal,  and 
John  Guttemberg  of  Mentz  completed,  by  making 
them  moveable.   The  Chinese^  it  is  true,  had  been  for 

*  IILs  name  WiLs  Lawrence  John  j  thu  surname  of  **Kostfr,"  or 
diurchwarden,  being  added,  because  this  office,  tben  eaiecmed  honoiir- 
abk  in  Holland,  was  hereditary  in  his  family. 

VOL*  I.  8 


Digitized  by  Google 


258 


phujp  I 


many  centuries  aeqiuiintcd  with  a  metliod  of  obtaining 
impressiojis  from  iigures  carved  in  wood»  but  as  this  art 
•ms  generaDy  neglected  in  Europe^  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  it  was  even  known  in  Holland,  the  in- 
Tention»  as  far  as  Lamence  Coster  is  concerned,  mnst 
be  regarded  aa  original*. 

*  It  is  sftid  to  hayo  been  made  in  the  ibllowiDg  maDner.  WhUa 
nponng  one  day  in  a  wood  near  Haariem,  Lawrence^  in  the  mm  Idle* 
nefls  of  the  moment,  cut  some  letters  liackwards  on  a  bit  of  beech-wood, 
-when  it  oocnrred  to  him  to  take  off  the  impression  in  the  same  way  aa 
£rom  a  seal  for  the  amusement  of  his  daughter's  children.  BnprOTing 
upon  the  idea,  lie  afterwards^  with  the  help  of  Thomas  Petenoiiy  Uieir 
fivthery  succeeded  in  fonning  a  tliick  glutinous  kind  of  ink,  and  with 
these  materials  was  accustomed  to  make  for  them  little  books  containing 
pictures^  and  the  explanations.  Tims  he  seems  to  have  carried  the  in- 
vention OS  ftr  as  the  making  of  block-books,  Bozhoni*  Thaat*  Uib* 
Holl.  in  Haar.,  p.  13$, 
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CkmrUf.  Mmrri^  lotfA  Mm$am  ^  Twk.  'AUimc$  wUk  JSi^md 
offaimt  Framee*  InUrtmo  UtnomH  iM  jDuh$  nf  Bwrijundy  <md 
King  of  France  at  Per<mne,    lU  Ttrminatum,    Remluticm  in 

Enplatid,  Hodllitie^  irith  France.  Trttce.  Dhturhances  in 
Holland ;  in  Zealand.  Renacal  of  the  tear.  Truce.  Affairt 
of  Gwlderlafui.  Charlet  dmre»  to  be  crowned.  Meeting  milk 
ike  Emperor  at  Trevet  for  tkU  purpoee,  Disappointment  i^hie 
ftisAee.   Hie  ombiHfm  Sckemee*  ef  Nuye,  £eaffue  with 

Bngland.  SUjpe  </ Huye  raieed.  War  iiM  Lorraine  i  teiikike 
Sfwiee,  (k^>fure  and  Battle  Orameon.  JnereoH  of  Chmleie 
Snemim,  Battle  of  Morat.  Siege  of  Nancf/  ;  Battle^  and  Death 
of  Charles.  Accession  of  3fart/.  Kinf/  of  France  takes  jH^ssession 
of  Burt/undy,  Assembly  of  the  States  of  the  Netherlatuls,  Great 
Charter,  Council  of  Regency,  Amlassadore  eent  by  Mary  to 
France^  and  by  the  Council,  Fate  of  lite  farmer*  War  with 
Frmnce.  Marriage  cf  the  Dueheee.  Truee^  and  reneneal  of  the 
Wmr*  Dieeeneitme  m  Holland.  State  cf  the  Oemtry.  Mawi-- 
mi^an  repenre  thither,  Infuriee  dene  to  the  Dutch  Nary  by 
France.  Alliance  with  Enr/land.  Retmral  of  Disturlmnces  in 
Holland.     War  with  Utrecht,   Ueuth  atul  Character  oj  Mary, 

The  truce  wLick  had  bee;i  concluded  in  1443 
betweea  the  late  Duke  of  Bnigundy  and  Ueniy  VI.  of 
England,  had  since  that  time  been  renewed  from  year  to 
year,  notwithstauding  repeated  complaints  of  its  inirac* 
lion  by  both  parties,  untU  1466,  when  a  negotiation  was 
set  on  foot  for  the  marriage  of  the  Count  of  Cliaiolois 
(whose  wife,  Isabella  of  Bourbon,  had  died  the  year  be-  . 
fore,)  with  Margaret  of  York,  sister  of  Edward  IV.  A 
treaty  of  commerce  and  amity  was  likewise  concluded 
in  the  October  of  the  same  year  between  Philip  and 
Edward,  wliich  Cliarles  confirmed  immediately  after 
his  accession^  In  the  next  year  he  completed  his  1468 
manifige  with  the  Princess  Margaret ;  and  made  with 

*  Rym.  Foed.^  torn,  u.,  p.  564>       680.  Ph.  de  Commuui^  lir.  ir^ 
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£dwaFd  a  league  of  mutual  assistance  and  protection, 
expressly  against  their  foes  in  general,  but  tacitly  in 
oppositiou  to  Louis  XL  of  France,  a  foniiidable  rival 
to  both,  as  well  from  character  as  situation  ^  En- 
dowed with  extraordinary  personal  courage,  Louts  was 
yet  of  a  temper  peculiarly  cautious;  slow  and  wary  iu 
forming  designs»  patient  in  awaiting,  and  skilful  in 
seizing,  o])portunitie8  for  canying  them  into  effect; 
firm,  but  always  ready  to  bend  to  expediency ;  absolute 
master  of  his  passions,  and  of  unfathomable  dissimula* 
tion,  he  was  in  these  respects  an  entire  contnist  to 
Charles,  who,  rash  as  he  was  brave,  i)ursued  his  hasty 
and  ill-digested  schemes,  with  a  headstrong  obstinacy 
that  defied  all  opposition :  remarkable  for  sincerity, 
and  for  au  uncontrollable  violence  of  temper,  he  nei- 
ther sought,  nor  was  he  able,  to  disguise  his  sentiments 
on  any  occasion.  Ditiering  iu  so  many  particularai, 
these  princes  yet  resembled  each  other  in  their  con« 
tempt  of  luxury,  their  unwearied  diligence  in  business, 
and  their  utter  uuscrupulousness  in  the  use  of  sucii 
means  as  they  imagined  conducive  to  their  ends :  both 
were  equally  selfish  and  tjnrannical,  but  Louis  rarely 
shed  blood  unless  necessity  appeared  to  require  it, 
while  Charles  was  by  nature  sanguinary  and  ferocious. 
Edward  of  England,  unlike  either,  was  handsome  in 
person,  gay,  voluptuous,  and  indolent,  except  some 
great  occasion  called  for  exertion,  when  he  proved 
himself  deficient  ueiiheji  iu  energy,  courage,  nor 
talent 

Notwithstanding  the  threatening  aspect  which  tlie 

close  alliance  between  Burgundy  and  England  gave  to 
his  aifairs,  Louis,  having  now  nearly  dissolved  the  Con- 
federacy for  the  Public  Good,'*  by  treating  separately 

>>  Suoi.  Rer.  Ikt.,  lib.  xi^  cap.  159.  Rym.  FwU.,  torn,  act.,  p.  CJ^. 
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with  most  of  its  members,  induced  Duke  Charles  to 
hold  au  interview  with  him  at  Peroime»  one  of  the 
towns  ceded  to  Burgundy  1)V  the  treaty  of  ConHans. 
Charles  appeared  there  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  and 
well-armed  foree ;  Louis,  on  the  contrary,  either  per* 
suaded  by  the  treacherous  ad  s  ice  of  his  prime  minister, 
the  Cardinal  Balue^  or  wishing  to  make  a  favonrable 
impression  on  Charles  by  tlie  ai>j>enrance  of  a  perfect 
reliance  on  the  safe  conduct  he  had  sent  him,  threw 
himself  with  an  escort  of  only  eighty  archers  and  fifty 
horsemen  into  the  power  of  a  rival,  by  whoiii  he  was 
both  bated  and  feared  ^    It  is  possible,  however,  that 
the  effect  on  the  mind  of  Charles,  who,  sincere  and 
euii tiding  himselt,  loved  the  semblance  of  it  in  others, 
might  have  been  such  as  to  justify  a  step  so  extraordi- 
nary, had  not  an  event  totally  iuiexi)eeted  by  Louis 
roused  against  him  the  irritable  passions  of  his  rival 
to  the  highest  pitch.   The  Liegois,  immediately  on 
tlie  death  of  Philip,  had  again  revolted;  but  being 
defeated  by  Charles  in  a  pitched  battle,  the  city  soon 
after  surrendered,  when  it  was  dismantled,  and  de- 
prived of  its  artillery  and  ammunition.    Louis,  before 
he  resolved  on  renewing  the  truce  with  Buigundy,  bad 
sent  emissaries  to  incite  tlic  inhabitants  of  Liege  to  a 
new  insurrection;  but  upon  the  opening  of  the  con- 
ferences, he  despatched  fresh  instructions,  commanding 
all  movements  in  Liege  to  be  suspended  till  further 
orders.    It  was  no  longer  time:  the  Liegois  had 
already  taken  up  arms,  seized  and  imprisoned  the 
bishop,  putting  to  death  sixteen  canons,  with  other 
noble  persons  attached  to  him,  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  Tongres.    The  news  was  brought  to  Charles 
a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  Louis  at  Peronue,  with 

•  Commines,  Ut.     chap.  5.  Preuves  m  ComiDiiies, 
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the  addition,  that  the  emissaries  of  the  King  of  France 
were  present  in  the  camp  of  the  rebels^.  In  the  iirst 
transports  of  his  ungovernable  fury,  CHarles  loudly 
proclaimed  Louis  a  traitor  and  knave,  commanded  the 
gates  of  the  town  to  be  instantly  closed*  and  the  king 
to  be  detained  a  prisoner  in  the  castle.  For  three  days 
and  nights  the  exoess  of  his  passion  would  not  allow 
him  to  take  any  repose,  or  to  decide  upon  one  of  the 
many  projects  of  vengeance  which  presented  themselves 
to  his  mind ;  and  if,  during  this  tim^  he  had  receiTed 
the  smallest  encouragement  from  those  around  him, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  life  of  his  sovereign  would 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice.  Happily,  howeyer,  none  of 
Charles's  confidential  ministers  counselled  him  to  resort 
to  violent  measures ;  and  Louis,  following  the  advice 
of  some  secret  friend,  (probably  the  historian  himself, 
to  wliom  we  are  indebted  for  the  account  of  this 
curious  transaction,)  manifested  the  utmost  readiness 
to  consent  to  all  the  demands  imposed  on  hfm  by 
Charles,  who,  on  his  part,  received  inteUigence  that  a 
French  army  was  advancing  towards  Peronne^  to  rescue 
or  avenge  their  sovereign.  The  treaty,  therefore,  ^vas 
concluded  without  difficulty :  by  it,  those  of  Arras  and 
Conflans  were  conftrmed,  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of 
the  herring  fishery  was  secured  to  the  Netherlanders, 
and  Louis  was  obliged  to  promise  that  he  would  asnst 
Charles  in  person  to  chastise  the  rebellious  Liegois. 
The  circumstances  in  which  the  king  was  placed  did 
not  permit  him  to  refuse  this  injurious  and  shameful 
article ;  and  it  was  not  until  he  had  beheld  the  city  of 
his  allies  taken  by  storm,  and  abandoned  to  the  pillage 
of  a  brutal  and  rapacious  soldiery,  that  he  was  permitted 

^  Connuinea,  iiv.  ii,^  chap.  7«  Duclos,  WiaU  de  Louis  XI.,  torn,  i.,  liv* 
5^  p.  378—380. 
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to  TOtnm  to  FIance^   Charles,  on  his  departare  from 

Liege,  caused  the  whole  city,  except  the  churches  and 
tenses  of  the  eoolesiMtic^  to  be  burnt  down,  and  a 
Tast  number  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  drowned'. 

But  the  events  which  occuired  not  long  after  in  1470 
England,  indemnified  Louis  for  the  mortification  he 
endured  on  this  occasion,  proving  as  durIi  a  source  of 
Biitia&ction  to  binit  as  of  anxiety  and  dithculty  to  liis 
rival.  Edward  IV.,  brother-in-law  of  Charles,  had,  by 
his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Grey,  and  the  favour  ho 
bad  shown  to  the  different  members  of  her  family, 
estranged  nuiny  of  his  friends  and  partizans,  particularly 
Richard  Nevil,  earl  of  Warwick,  to  whom  he  was 
chiefly  indebted  for  his  crown*  Warwiclc,  therefore, 
having  gained  over  the  king's  brother,  George,  duke  of 
Clarencet,  by  a  marriage  with  his  eldest  daughter,  these 
two  nol^lemen  joined  with  several  others  of  the  dis- 
agacted  in  raising  a  body  of  troops  to  dethrone 
Edward,  and  restore  Heniy  VI.  to  his  kingdom ;  for 
'v\liich  purpose,  Louis,  who  held  a  watchful  eye  upon 
the  transactions  in  England,  promised  hi-  iwUvc  assist- 
ance. Their  enterprise,  however,  proved  abortive;  and 
they  found  themselves  obliged  to  disband  their  forces 
and  retire  ioto  Devonshke,  whence  they  sailed  toward 
Calais,  of  which  Warwick  was  governor.  Here  they 
were  refused  admission  by  Yauclerc,  the  deputy- 
governor,  and  being  forced  agidn  to  put  to  sea,  seized 
several  Dutch  merchant  ships,  besides  the  whole  of  the 
Dutch  and  Flemish  fleet,  returning  from  Bochelles 
The  fact  that  home  French  ships,  sent  to  meet  Warwick 
and  Clarence,  had  mainly  contributed  to  this  capture, 

*  Commiiics,  liv.  ii ,  chap.  7,  9, 10, 12, 13, 14.  Reeaeil  des  TimWfl 
de  Leonard,  toia.  i.,  p.  B9.   Siioi.  R^r.  Bat.,  lib,  xi.,  p.  169. 
'  iKgid.  de  Roya,  ad  ann.  1468,  p.  IOC,  Com.,  liv.  ii.,  chap.  14. 
'  Com.,  11 Y.  ill.,  chap.  4. 
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and  their  having  been  periiiittccl  to  l)rinpf  their  prizes 
into  the  port  of  Uoufleur,  enraged  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  to  the  highest  degree ;  he  declared  to  Louis, 
tliat  he  should  consider  the  protection  afforded  to  the 
English  nobles  as  an  infraction  of  the  treaty  of 
Peronne,  and  wrote  a  threatening  letter  to  the  Arch- 
biblioj)  of  Narbonne  and  the  bastard  of  Bourbon,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  of  France^*  Nor  did  he 
allow  his  anger  to  evaporate  in  words,  but  speedily 
equi})ped  a  fleet,  which,  under  the  comiiiand  of  Henry 
yan  Borselen,  lord  of  Veere,  drove  the  ships  belonging 
t»>  \\  ilr^vick  to  the  coast  of  Nonnanclv,  and  forced  tlie 
crews  to  land ;  a  sharp  encounter  between  the  iiUgiifi»h 
and  Netherlanders,  ended  in  favour  of  the  latter;  seTend 
of  the  English  vessels  were  burnt,  uinl  ten  of  the 
largest  brought  as  prizes  into  the  ports  of  Zealand  \ 

Louis,  fearing  further  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
Charles,  if  he  allowed  Wai*wick  to  remain  longer  iu 
France,  found  it  advisable  to  insist  on  his  immediate 
return  to  En^^land,  when  Borselen  again  put  to  sea,  to 
prevent  his  landing  in  that  kingdom.  A  storni,  how- 
ever, dispersed  the  Netherland  fleet,  and  Warwick 
came  safely  to  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Dartmouth. 
Edward,  immersed  in  indolent  })leasures,  had  neglected 
to  take  timely  precautions  for  his  own  safety,  and  the 
j)arty  of  Warwick  increased  ssiiliin  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  to  C0,000  strong.    The  king  advanced  to 

^  Keigembeig,  iU  deel.,  bl.  359.   Yeiios  Hoom,  hi  63, 

*  The  Utter,  stiongly  charaetoriflUc  of  the  writer,  was  conceived  hi 
these  terms  :^**Afchhi£hop,  and  yon  Admiral! — ^The  ships  which  you 
say  were  sent  by  the  king  to  meet  the  English,  have  already  attacked 
the  fleet  of  my  subjects  xeturabg  to  my  states.  Bnt,  by  St.  Geoige !  if 
yon  do  not  see  to  this,  I  myself  by  the  help  of  God,  will  tske  order  for 
it,  without  waiting  for  your  permission,  your  reasons,  or  your  justice,  fur 
they  are  too  arbitrary  and  too  tedions."<-Dnclo8^  Hist,  de  Louis  XI*, 
torn.  U.,  liv.  6^  p.  12, 13. 
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meet  the  rebel  forces  near  >s'ottiuglian),  where,  as  the 
two  aimies  lay  encamped  close  to  each  other,  a  portion 
of  War%vick's  troops  suddenly  attacked  the  king's 
camp  by  night.  In  the  confusion  and  surprise,  the 
royal  forces,  scarcely  attempting  any  resistance,  were 
K uttered  in  eveiy  direction ;  and  Edward  liinisclf  had 
barely  time  to  escape,  with  a  small  retinue,  to  Lynn,  in 
Norfolk,  where  some  Dutch  ships  were  fortunately 
lying,  in  one  of  whicii  lie  embarked,  and  made  sail 
with  all  speed  towards  Holland.  Evading  the  pursuit 
of  some  vessels  belonging  to  the  llanse  Towns,  thv  king 
md  his  followers  landed  in  safety  near  Alkmaar.  Here 
be  found  Louis  van  Bnigges,  lord  of  Gruytbuyzen,  the 
stadtholder  of  llullaiid  and  Zealand,  who  received  hiiii 
with  courtesy,  conducted  him  to  the  Hague,  and  pro* 
vided  necessaries  for  himself  and  his  followers ;  sinco 
in  the  hurry  of  his  flighty  the  king  was  unable  to  secure 
either  his  money  or  jewels,  and  had  been  obliged  to 
reward  the  services  of  the  skipper  wlio  conveyed  Inrn 
over  with  the  cloak,  trimmed  with  costly  fur,  which  he 
then  wore^  The  news  of  his  arrival  was  anything 
ruther  than  agreeable  to  Charles,  wlio,  it  is  said,  would 
have  been  fieur  better  pleased  to  hear  of  his  brother-in- 
law's  death,  than  of  his  safe  landing^  He  was,  as  far 
M  personal  inclinations  went,  attached  to  the  family  of 
Lancaster,  with  which  he  was  connected  through  his 
mother,  IsabeUa  of  ri>iUi<^al;  and  it  was  from  motives 
of  policy  alone  that  he  had  allied  himself  with  the 
bouse  of  Yorkl  He  declared,  therefore,  that  he  was 
by  no  means  to  be  regarded  as  hostile  to  Henry  VI., 
his  kinsman,  since  he  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
meddling  in  the  contests  for  the  English  crown. 
1  aiding,  however,  that  his  advaiu  <  >  were  not  attended 
mth  the  desired  eiTect,  of  weakening  the  alliance  of 

^  Com.,  liv.  iii.,  chap.  6.      Idem,  chap.  6.    '  Xd«f|]i|  chap,  4* 
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Henry  ^vith  Louis  XI.,  Charles  secretly  furniBlied  lus 
brother-iii-l;nv  with  a  sum  of  50,000  florinSy  and  pro* 
vided  funds  for  the  equipment  of  four  large  vessels  at 
the  port  of  Veere,  in  Zealand ;  but  fearful  of  drawing 
on  himself  a  war  with  France  and  England  united,  he, 
at  the  same  time,  publicly  forbade  any  of  his  subjects 
to  aid  or  serve  the  dethroned  king.  The  Dutch  sliips 
being  joined  by  fourteen  vessels  from  the  Hanse 
Towns,  hired  and  paid  by  Charles,  Edward  set  sail  with 
this  fleet  to  England,  where  he  was  restored  to  the 
1471  throne  by  a  revolution  as  sudden  as  that  which  had  the 
year  before  precipitated  him  from  it.  He  did  not 
forget,  in  his  renewed  prosperity,  the  services  of  those 
who  had  so  effectually  assisted  him  in  his  adversity;  he 
made  Henry  van  Borselen,  commander  of  the  fleet 
which  brought  him  to  England,  his  chamberlain  and  a 
member  of  the  privy  council ;  and  in  the  next  year 
created  the  Lord  of  Gruythuyzen,  earl  of  \V  iuchester, 
with  permission  to  qiuirter  the  arms  of  England  in  the 
corner  of  his  shield"**. 

While  Henry  VL  was  yet  upon  the  throne  of 
England  Louis  of  France  concluded  with  him  a  truce 
for  ten  years,  l)oth  ])arties  engaging  to  assist  each  other 
against  their  respective  enemies.  As  this  agreement 
was  chiefly  directed  against  Charles  of  Bui^undy, 
Louis,  having  obtained  from  an  assembly  of  the  nobles 
of  France  a  decision  that  the  treaty  of  Peronne  was 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and 
that  the  king  was,  moreover,  discharged  from  his 
obligation  to  observe  it,  by  the  subsequent  misconduct 

»  Com*^  liv.  iii.,  cimp.  C*  Acta  Pub*,  torn,  v.,  par.  3,  p»  25. 


*  The  permiatton  to  wear  the  wholti^  «r  pert  of  the  anne  of  a  foya!  or 
noble  family,  was  not  unoommon,  as  a  veward  tor  aome  eminent  wrioe. 
— Yelly,  Hisi.  ^  Franoe,  torn,  v.,  p.  77. 
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of  Cliarlcs,  immediately  begau  to  prepare  for  hostili- 
ties'* The  campaigu  was  opened  bj  the  surrender  of  1470 
St  Quentin  and  Amiens  into  the  hands  of  Lonis,  to 
the  latter  of  wiiieh  Charles  shortly  after  laid  siege ; 
kit  after  temaining  before  its  walls  for  six  weeks,  he 
found  himself  unable  to  effect  its  reduction,  and  con- 
futed to  a  truce  uutU  the  following  spring.  During 
the  interval,  he  summoned  an  assembly  of  the  states  of 
the  Netherlands  at  Brussels,  and  represented  to  them, 
60  forciblj,  that  the  loss  of  these  towns  had  been 
occasioned  by  his  not  having  troops  in  readiness  to 
take  the  field,  that  he  induced  them  to  grant  the  sum 
of  120,000  lis  d'or  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  body 
of  800  horse  in  constant  pay  to  defend  the  frontiers, 
and  thus  formed  the  nucleus  of  a  standing  iiiiiitary  lorce, 
which  bis  successors  lost  no  opportunity  of  seeking  to 
increase  o. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  truce  the  duke  marched  J471 
lith  so  numerous  an  army  towards  Amiens,  that  Louis 
thought  it  advisable  to  avoid  giving  him  battle,  con- 
tenting himself  with  being  able  to  cut  off  the  supplies 
from  his  eamp ;  and  a  short  campaign  was  terminated 
in  the  October  of  the  same  year,  by  a  treaty  con- 
fiiming  that  of  PeronnOi  as  well  as  the  treaties  of 
Arras  and  Conflaiisp. 

It  was,  doubtless,  the  change  of  afi'airs  in  England 
which  prompted  Louis  to  accept  terms  so  disadvan- 
tageous; since  Charles's  army  was  reduced  to  tlie 
greatest  straits  for  want  of  provisions,  and  could  not 
much  longer  have  kept  the  field.  The  condition,  more- 
over, of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  duke's  dominions 
was  such  as  to  render  him  greatly  desirous  of  a  peace. 

*  Rjrni.  Feed.,  torn.  xiL,  p.  685.   Recneiides  Tniit^  tom^i^  p.  106. 

*  Pont  Hent.  Ber.  Bteiir^  lib.  v,  cap.  6* 

Com.,  lir.  iii.,  chap.  2»  Becn^  to  Tmt^  tom.  i.,  p.  110. 
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The;  hcavj  imposts  which  his  expensive  undertakings 
obliged  him  to  lay  on  the  people,  had  long  excited 
murmurs  loud  and  general ;  especially  when,  in  order 
to  answer  his  frequent  petitions,  the  governments  of 
the  different  towns  found  themselves  obliged  to  impose 
duties  on  articles  of  daily  and  necessaiy  consumption. 
Among  the  rest,  the  senate  of  Hoom  had  laid  au 
excise  of  fifteen  pence  upon  every  barrel  of  beer 
brewed  without  the  walls,  and  obliged  the  brewers 
within  the  town  to  purchase  a  license  from  the 
duke.  The  people,  however,  stoutly  refused  either  tb 
drink  the  town  beer,  or  to  pay  the  tax  upon  that  brought 
from  the  country ;  and  the  magistrates,  finding  them- 
selves unable  to  carry  the  measure  into  effect,  applied 
to  the  duke  for  his  support. 

The  council  of  Holland  sent  three  commissioners 
to  assist  the  senate  in  enforcing  the  excise^  which  no 
sooner  reached  the  ears  of  the  people,  than  they  as- 
sembled in  numbers  before  the  town  hall,  the  weavers, 
fullers,  and  fishers,  each  under  their  respective  banners, 
threatening  death  to  the  comniisbioners,  and  even  to 
the  burgomasters  themselves.  They  likewise  dragged 
out  all  the  barrels  of  beer  they  could  find  into  the 
market-place,  broke  in  the  tops,  and,  dipping  out  the 
liquor  in  bowls  and  platters,  shouted  insultingly  that, 
"tlie  masters  must  now  keep  a  sharp  look  out,  and 
reckon  how  much  each  had  to  pay  to  the  excise.''  The 
deputies  were  secretly  sent  out  of  the  town,  and  the 
senate  for  some  days  took  no  measure  to  still  the  uproar, 
avoiding  any  mention  of  excise,  and  satisfying  them* 
selves  with  noting  dovni  the  names  of  the  ringleaders. 
The  tumult  thus  died  away  of  itself,  when  the  attorney- 
general  came  with  some  vessels  into  the  harbour  before 
the  town,  with  which  he  suqiriscd  and  captured  the 
fishermen  as  they  were  in  the  act  of  putting  out  to  sea 
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to  Ml  He  then,  'with  the  help  of  the  schout,  bfurgo* 
masters,  and  sheriffs,  seized  all  the  fullers  and  weavers 
that  were  to  be  luiuid  in  Iloorn,  many  having  ah'eady 
made  their  escape.  Eight  of  the  principal  rioters  were 
tried  at  the  Hague,  and  executed:  the  rust  released 
themselves  from  imprisonment  by  the  payment  of 
heavy  fines;  while  sentence  of  perpetual  banishment 
was  pronounced  agaiubt  all  such  as  had  lled^.  Cloth- 
veaYing,  which  had  hitherto  been  a  flourishing  manu- 
fiw^ture  at  Hoorn,  fell  afterwards  into  decay,  owinjf  to 
numbers  of  weavers  aud  fullers^  ^vlio  were  driven  from 
their  homes  on  this  occasion.  The  duke  afterwards 
published  two  edicts,  wherein  lie  commanded,  oh 
pain  of  deatht  that  the  excise  should  be  paid  not  only 
on  beer,  but  likewise  on  grain,  salt,  and  wine,  as  was 
done  in  other  places';  and  thus  doubly  sacrificed  the 
privileges  of  the  town,  first  by  making  the  non-pay- 
ment of  the  excise  a  capital  oflence,  and  taking  it 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  municipal  court;  and 
next,  by  enforcing,  on  his  own  authority,  the  payment 
of  a  tax  which  the  senate  alone  had  the  right  of 
imposing. 

Notwithstanding  the  wamini;  afforded  by  Hoorn, 
similar  commotions  arose  from  a  like  cause  in  other 
towns ;  at  Zierikzee,  a  priest,  named  John  Simonson, 
and  the  baililli  Michael  van  Ileenvliet,  were  nmnlered 
by  the  exasperated  populace.  The  duke's  natural 
brother  Anthony,  and  Adolphus  van  Ravestein,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Lord  of  Veere,  eai>iiy  quelled  the 
sedition,  causing  some  of  the  chief  movers  to  be  seized 
and  beheaded.  Most  of  the  guilty  fled,  yet  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  by  Duke  Charles  on  the  whole  town 
was  not  the  less  severe ;  the  inhabitants  being  forced 

Veliiu  Hoorn,  p.  40— IsD. 
'  Idem,  p»  50^2. 
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to  receiye  a  foreign  garrison^  and  to  pay  a  fine  of 
30,000  guilders'. 

The  truce  with  France  was  scarcely  concluded, 
when  the  xefusal  af  Louis  to  ratify  it  caused  the  mor 

to  break  out  afresh.  It  became  now  niore  than  usually 
oppressive  to  the  Netherlaaders,  &om  the  injury  it 
inflicted  on  their  fisheries,  which  were  constantly  inter* 
rupted  by  the  ships  of  war  that  Louis  had  fitted  out  to 
cruixe  for  this  purpose  ahont  the  coast  of  Holland 
1473  Eighteen  herring-busses  were  captured  at  one  time, 
and  the  crews  obliged  to  pay  a  ransom  of  100  ^^oldeu 
crowns  each ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  some  Holland 
and  Zealand  vessels,  under  the  command  of  Paul  vmi 
Borselen,  natural  son  of  the  Lord  of  Veere^,  fell  iu 
with  the  French  fleet  near  the  coast  of  Scotland,  and 
obliged  it  to  retire  into  the  ports  of  France*. 

Charles,  meanwhile^  inTaded  France,  took  tlie 
towns  of  Nesle  and  Roye,  and  though  nnsuccessffil 
before  Beauvais,  afterwards  mastered  some  small  places 
in  the  land  of  Cauz,  in  Normandy.  But  the  ad- 
vantages he  gained  in  France  were  counterbalanced  by 
the  ravages  which  the  French  army,  under  the  Count 
of  Auvergne,  committed  in  Burgundy,  and  the  eon- 
quests  made  by  Louis  over  his  ally,  the  Duke  of 
1473  Brittany,  which  obliged  this  prince  to  consent  to  a 
truce  for  a  year,  wherein  Charles  himself  was  inclnded^. 

The  duke  now  found  employment  of  a  more  im- 
portant nature  than  any  results  likely  to  be  obtained 
by  hostilities  with  France.  The  duchy  of  Guelderland 
had  devolved,  by  female  succession,  upon  Arnold  van 

■  Boxhorn  op  ReigcrsLerg,  U.  273.    Snoi.  iicr.  Bat.,  lib.  xi.,p.  IGl* 

*  Com.,  liv.  iii.,  chap.  9.    Vclius  Hooni,  p.  53. 

*  Com..      iii.,  chap.  &,  10, 11.  Kecueil  des  Tiait^  torn,  i.,  p.  121. 


*  Henry  van  norsclcn,  the  iamewho  had  afforded  sach  et&cieDt  aid  to 
Edward  IV,  of  England. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CUAFvLLS  I 


£gmoiid»  a  descendant  of  the  most  ancieiit  and  noble 
ftmily  in  Holland.    This  prince,  now  ad'vmnced  in 

years,  had  the  misfortune,  besides  losing  the  affection 
of  his  GRibjeetfl  by  hia  negligent  goyenunent,  to  be  at 
Tariance  with  liis  young  ^vife  and  Lis  son  A(lulj>lius  van 
Egmond*  Instigated  by  his  step-mother,  Adolphus 
placed  bimself  at  the  head  of  the  disafibcted  party, 
caused  Lis  father  to  be  seized  in  his  palace  at  Nime^ 
gnen,  at  the  moment  of  hia  going  to  repose,  forced 
hhn  to  walk  five  miles  barefoot  on  the  ice,  and  finally 
immured  him  in  a  prison  at  Buuren,  where  he  detained 
him  more  than  five  years. 

From  tiie  depth  of  his  Uuageon,  however,  the 
aahappy  prince  found  means  to  make  his  complaint 
reach  the  ears  of  the  Pope,  and  the  emperor,  his 
suzerain,  by  whom  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  autho« 
rifled  to  hear  and  decide  between  the  parties.  Adolphns, 
thinking  he  should  find  a  favourable  judge  in  the  duke, 
readily  submitted  to  his  arbitration,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose brought  his  prisoner  to  Hensden.  In  a  oonferenco 
lield  there,  Charles  adjudged  the  duchy  of  Guelderland 
with  the  county  of  Zutphen  to  Adolphus,  while  the  old 
duke  was  to  retain  nothinnf  but  ins  tide,  tlic  citv  of 
Grave,  and  a  pension  of  6000  florins.  But  the  un- 
natural son  refused  to  accede  to  these  terms,  declaring 
that  "  he  w  ould  rather  throw  his  lather  into  a  well  and 
himsdf  after  him,  than  allow  him  to  possess  any  portion 
of  his  states^"  Perceiving  the  impression  which  this 
impious  speech  made  on  the  minds  of  those  present, 
he  quitted  the  town  the  same  night  in  disguise ;  but 
^vas  discovered,  arrested,  and  sent  prisoner  to  Vil- 
voorden,  where  he  was  kept  in  confinement  during  the 
remainder  of  Charles's  life. 

^  J.  J.  Fontani  Hist.  Geld.,  Ub.  ix.,  p.  517,  et  seq.  Cominuies, 
Uv.  vr^  ehap.  1.  Meyer,  Ub.  xtU.,  ad  ann.  1470,  p.  349. 
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The  old  Duke  Arnold  could  not,  however,  reinstate 

himself  in  his  dominions,  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,^ and  even  then,  it  was  uncertain 
whether  he  would  be  able  long  to  retain  his  authority; 
for  this  reason,  therefore,  and  perhaps  to  punisli  liis 
ungrateful  son,  he  sold  the  duchy  of  Guelderland  and 
the  county  of  Zutphen  to  the  Duke  of  Bui^gondy  for 
92,000  crowns  of  gold,  besides  the  expenses  already 
incurred  by  Charles ;  but  as  Duke  Arnold  died  within 
two  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  the 
sum  stipulated  was  never  paid,  Adolphus  of  Guelder- 
land was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  and 
declared  to  have  forfeited  all  his  rights  to  the  ducliy, 
by  a  court  ( omposed  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Fleece :  and  the  claim  of  the  Duke  of  Berg  and  Juliers, 
descended  from  a  collateral  branch  of  the  family  of  the 
original  Dukes  of  Guelderland,  was  bought  by  Charles 
for  the  sum  of  80,000  Rhenish  guilders^. 

As  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  did  not  expect  that  this 
transfer  of  their  country  would  be  very  palatable  to 
the  Guelderlanders,  he,  having  first  obtained  the  con- 
firmation of  the  emperor,  went  to  receive  their  alle- 
giance at  the  head  of  a  force  sufficiently  powerful  to 
silence  all  opposition.  Nevertheless,  the  citizens  of 
Nimef>iien,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  guardianship  of 
the  children  of  Adolphus, Charles,  and  Philippa,  ventured 
to  resist  his  summons,  and  withstood  hcveral  murderous 
assaults ;  but  they  were  at  length  forced  to  surrender, 
and  to  pay  a  fine  of  80,000  florins  to  redeem  them* 
selves  from  pillage.  After  the  reduction  of  Nimegueu, 
Charles  was  readily  acknowledged  by  the  rest  of  the 
duchy,  and  in  the  same  year  did  homage  to  the  Emperor 

«  Pontanus,  Hist.  Geld.,  lib.  ix.^  p«  649*^52.  Pont  H«ut»  Rer. 
Bur^  lib.  v.,  cap.  7« 
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Frederick  III.  at  Trew  s,  for  his  newly  acquired  statae*. 
Thus  the  whole  of  the  Netherlands^  with  the  exe^>tion 
ofFriezland,  were  :it  tliis  time  under  the  douiiiiion  of 
the  house  of  Burgundy ;  but  the  possesfiioa  of  Guelder<» 
hod,  which  Charles  so  eagerly  coveted*  entailed  a  long 
aiid  ruinous  war  upon  his  successors. 

The  faYourite  object  of  Charles's  ambition  was  now 
to  be  ranked  among  the  soYereigns  of  Europe,  and  to 
rcTive  in  his  own  person  the  ancient  title  of  King  of 
fimgondy*.  He  obtained  the  emperor's  consent  to 
inTest  him  with  this  mneh->de8ired  dignity  by  promising 
his  only  daughter  and  sole  heiress,  Mary,  in  marriage 
to  Maximilian,  son  of  Frederic,  and  a  meeting  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  two  princes,  to  be  held  at 
IVeves,  for.  the  purpose  of  performing  the  ceremony 
of  the  coronation^  as  well,  as  that  of  the  marriage. 
Both  repaired  thither  at  the  time  appointed,  with  a 
splendid  retinue  f;  the  crown,  the  sceptre,  and  the 
chair  of  state  were  already  prepared,  when  the  emperor 
insisted  tliut  the  marriage  of  his  son  with  the  Lady 
Mary  should  be  hrst  solemnized ;  suspecting,  not  without 
retaon,  that  Charles,  when  once  crowned,  would  never 
fulhl  his  part  of  the  ennfa^jfement,  since  lie  had  often 
been  heard  to  say,  that  On  the  day  of  his  daughter's 
nuunage,  he  would  shave  his  head,  and  become  a 

*  Ifeyer,  Kb.  xyu<,  ad  aim,  1479^  p.  867, 858,  Pont.  Heat;  Rer.  Bur^ 
^T«,ea|^  7. 


•  He,  however,  possessed  no  part  of  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Bui*gund>', 
^hich  comprised  Franche  CamU',  I>aiiphine,  Piovence,  Lyoimoi%  Savoy, 
Hrfscia,  and  gi"eut  part  of  iS\\  it/i  rland. 

t  The  attendants  of  the  euipt-ror  were  more  numerous,  and  Lxrolled 
tWof  Charles  in  nobility  of  hirtli ;  but  those  of  llie  latter  far  outshone 
ilje  imperial  train  in  luxury  and  magiiificence.  Snoi.,  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  xi., 
p.  10.3.  Charles  himsell  wore  a  rol»e  of  100,000  ducat:*  value.  Meyer, 
Ann.  Fl.,  lih.  xvii.,  ad  ann.  1470,  p.  370. 

YOL.  I.  T 


Digitized  by  Google 


274 


CHABLE8  I. 


monkV    Charles  was  equally  determined  that  the 

coronation  should  precede  the  marriage ;  and  the  cold- 
ness and  mistrust  which  this  dispute  created  in  the 
mind  of  Frederic  was  so  great,  that  he  suddenly  quitted 
Treves,  leaving  the  duke  overwhelmed  ^\  ith  confusion 
and  anger,  an  objeet  at  once  of  derision  and  suspicion 
to  the  German  princes'^. 

Thus  defeated  in  his  favourite  project,  Charles  was 
now  obliged  to  turn  his  amlntions  views  to  another 
quarter,  and  since  he  could  not  raise  his  states  to  a 
Ivingdom,  he  sought  to  extend  them  still  more  widely, 
by  the  possession  of  all  the  fortified  places  on  the  left 
side  of  tlie  Rhine,  from  Ninieiruen,  where  this  river 
enters  the  Netherlands,  to  Basle  on  the  conhnes  of 
Switzerland.  Sigismund,  duke  of  Austria,  had  in 
j)ledged  to  him,  for  the  sum  of  100,000  Rhenish 
guilders,  some  territories  in  Alsace,  with  the  fort  of 
Ferette,  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Basle; 
and  this,  it  was  supposed,  gave  him  the  first  idea  of  a 
scheme  so  wild  and  impracticable,  which  he  had  not 
even  the  prudence  to  conceal,  and  which,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  an  opportunity  now  presented  itself  for 
reaUsing'. 

On  the  occasion  of  some  disputes  between  Robert, 
archbishop  of  Cologne,  and  the  chapter  of  the  diocese, 
the  citizens  of  Cologne  siding  with  the  latter,  refused 

to  aeknowle<lgc  the  antliority  of  the  archbishop,  and 
chose  Herman  of  liesse  as  protector  of  the  see.  Her- 

f  DaeloB  Hiit.  de  Lotus  XI.,  torn.  IL,  liv.  vii.,  p.  Gomaunes 
liv.  ii.,  chap.  8.  Pont.  Heiit.,  lib.  v.,  cap.  8. 
s  Commmes,  lir.  ir.,  chap,  i.,  p.  86. 

*  Besides  Maximilian,  be  had  entertained  proposals  of  marriage  with 
his  daughter,  from  tlie  Buke  Nicholas  of  Calabria,  the  Duke  of  Goyenue, 
and  Philibert,  duke  of  Savoy,  although  he  ne%'er  intended  bringing  any 
to  a  conclusion.  Comminea^  Ur^i.,  chap.  S. 
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man  foTtified  himself  in  Nnyev  and  Robert,  bein^  thus 
hut  out  from  the  two  principal  towns  of  his  diocese, 
liad  leoourse  to  the  Mendahip  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 

iriindy,  who,  regarding  the  possession  of  Nuys  as  the 
lirst  step  towards  the  attainmeat  of  his  object,  eagerly 
enbraeed  the  proposal  of  laying  siege  to  it,  made  him 
bj  the  archbishop*.  To  guard  himselt  Ironi  iiny  enter- 
prise em  the  part  of  liooisi  he  prolonged  the  truce  with 
France  until  the  May  of  the  next  year.  The  friendly  1474 
relations  of  Burgundy  with  England,  had  suffered  some 
little  interruption  in  consequence  of  the  duke's  unge- 
nerous conduct  towards  Edward  when  obliged  to  take 
rejfuge  in  his  states ;  but  the  political  interests  of  the 
two  princes  did  not  admit  of  the  continuance  of  any 
e^^trangement  between  them^  In  the  year  after 
Edward's  restoration,  therefore,  the  treaty  of  commerce 
and  amity  was  renewed,  and  Charles  now  obtained 
from  his  brother-in-law,  an  aid  of  thirteen  men-at-arms 
and  1000  English  archers,  still  esteemed  the  best  in 
iAirupe.  In  order,  moreover,  to  be  prepared  when  the 
trace  with  France  should  expire,  he  made  another 
treaty  with  Edward,  engagin«i:  himself  to  assist  him 
with  6000  troops  in  recovering  Normandy  and  Guienne, 
and  m  making  good  his  claims  upon  the  kingdom  ot^^l^ 
France,  unjustly  possessed  by  Louisa  I474 

Shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  this  agreement, 
Charles  marched  in  person  to  the  sie^ro  of  Nuys,  with 
an  army  of  60,000  strong;  imaguiing,  duubtless,  that 
at  the  head  of  such  a  force,  he  should  have  completed 
the  apparently  easy  task  of  reducing  it,  before  the 
iving  of  England  s  plans  were  ripe  for  execution,  or 

'  Coniiuincs,  liv.  iv.,  chap.  1,  p.  BG.    Tout,  lleut.  ller.  Bur.,  lib.  v., 

cap.  8. 

*•  U  <  iu  il       Traitt'a,  torn,  i.,  p.  171,   Comminea,  li?.  iii.,  chap.  8« 
Rym.  Fad.,  torn,  xi.,  p.  737-8. 
«  ll>  m.  Feed.,  torn,  xi.,  p.  701,  000. 

T  9 
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the  truce  with  France  expired.  He  was  soon  unde* 
ceived.   Herman  of  Hesse,  and  his  brother  the  Land^ 

grave  of  Hesse,  had  so  well  fortified  and  provisioned 
the  town,  and  it  was  defended  with  such  steady  valour 
by  the  garrison  and  citizens,  that  despairing  of  canyinfl;' 
it  by  assault,  the  duke  was  necessitated  to  turu  tkc 
siege  into  a  bloclcade.  The  expence  proved  enormous ; 
and  Charles,  unable  to  extort  sufficient  funds  from  his 
exhausted  subjects  of  the  lay  community,  attempted  to 
impose  a  tax  on  the  clergy.   Those  of  Zealand,  and 

sonic  few  in  Holland,  coinj)lied  Avith  the  ckniand ;  l)ut 
the  greater  number  found  pretexts  for  delay  until  after 
his  death.  He»  however,  seized  the  silver  plate  in 
several  of  the  chnrebes,  which  lie  caused  to  be  melted 
down;  and  levied  a  contribution  of  13,883  livres 
(toumois)  on  the  newly-acquired  province  of  Gueld^r^ 
land.  Iloilaud  contributed  a  subsidy  of  14,;](MI  pouads 
(Flemish) ;  and  Zealand  the  small  sum  of  2G50  pounds 
only,  on  account  of  the  injury  lately  done  to  the  dikes 
by  an  irruption  of  the  sea.  The  whole  military  force  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  was  summoned  to  the  camp,  and 
the  payment  of  the  scutage*  strictly  enforced  from  all 
the  vassals  who  were  unable  to  attend**. 

Notwithstanding  these  mighty  preparations  mdntli 
1475  after  month  passed  away,  and  found  Charles  still 
engaged  in  this  tedious  and  unprofitable  ."enterprise : 
the  time  had  now  elapsed  when  he  should  have 
afforded  the  ])roniised  aid  to  Edward  of  Enirland,  w  1h», 
iu  compliauce  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  had  entered 

•  Pont  Heut.  R«r,  Bur.,  lib.  v.,  cap.  10.  Groote  Chi-on^  k,  (Uvis.  xxx., 
cap,  84 — 91.  Boxhorn,  NLUcrl.  Ilist.,  bl.  293  ct  se^.  Idem,  op  JRei> 
geiiiberg,  deel.  ii.,  bi.  2G1 — 271>. 


*  Money  paid  in  lieu  of  mUiUiy  flervlcc,  and  called  in  iiolbntd 
"  Ruytergeld." 
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Picardj  at  the  head  of  1500  lances  and  15»000  archers. 
But  ChUrles,  knowing  that  the  besieged  began  to  suffer 
severely  froai  scarcity  of  provibiuus,  aad  having  en- 
trenched himself  so  strongly  that  the  emperor,  though 
he  adTaneed  to  within  a  mile  of  Nin  s,  accompanied  by 
nearly  all  the  princes  of  the  empire,  with  an  army  of 
60,000  men,  was  unable  to  throw  any  succours  into  it, 
still  hoped  for  a  speedy  surrender,  and  doterinined, 
with  his  characteristic  obstinacy,  to  persevere  in  his 
attempt,  although  he  was  well  aware  that  it  had  raised 
liuii  up  enemies  on  every  Bide^  The  Swiss,  dn  ading 
the  neighbourhood  of  so  powerful  a  prince,  and  irritated 
by  numerous  insults  and  injuries  they  had  sustained 
from  liagenbach,  the  dukes  governor  at  Ferette^ 
fonned  a  league  with  the  towns  of  the  Upper  Bhine^ 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  cni])eror  and  Louis  of 
Fiance,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  latter  concluded 
a  treaty  of  mutual  defence  with  Sigismund,  duke  of 
Aikttria.  Louis  had  likewise  excited  against  Charles 
the  hostility  of  Reynold,  dulce  of  Lorraine^  who  in- 
vaded Luxemburg,  and  made  himself  master  of  several 
places  in  that  duchy  ^  At  the  expiration  of  the  truce 
between  France  and  Burgundy,  Louis  took  possession 
of  Montdidier,  Koyo,  Corbie,  and  other  towns  be- 
longing to  the  duke  in  Picardy;  and  Charles,  sur- 
rounded by  difficulties,  was  glad  to  save  his  credit  by 
consenting  to  the  proposition  of  the  pope's  legate, 
that  Nuys  should  be  sequestrated,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  pope,  until  the  dispute  •  between  the 
bishop  and  Herman  of  Hesse  should  be  decided^. 

*  Conimlnes,  liv.  iv.,  chap.  2.    Pont.  Uettt.  Rer*  Bur.,  lib.  v., 
10.   Siioi.  Her.  Bat.,  lib.  xi.,  p.  1C5. 

'  Commines,  liv.  iv,,  chap.  2  ;  liv.  v.,  chap.  1.  Becueil  de9  Tnut^ 
toiu.  i.,  p.  17!) — 183. 

(  Couimiuteti,  liv.  iv.,  cbsp*  9,  d.  Pout.  Ueut.  Her.  Bur.,  Itk  v., 
cap.  10. 
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Meanwhile  Edward  of  England,  finding  tbat  he 
received  no  assistance  from  his  alij,  deemed  htoself  no 
longer  bound  bj  the  article  of  the  treaty  with  Charies, 
which  stipulated  that  neither  party  should  make  peace 
without  consent  of  the  other,  and  therefore  hearkened 
to  the  terms  of  accommodation  proposed  hy  Louis, 
who  promised  to  pay  to  Edward  the  sum  of  75,000 
crowns,  immediately  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the 
English  troops  from  France,  and  an  annual  stipend  of 
60,000  crowns  during  their  joint  lives :  it  was  agreed, 
besides,  that  the  dauphin,  when  of  age,  should  nuuny 
Eh'zabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  Edward.  The  King  of 
England  reserved  to  the  Duke  of  Bui*gundy  the  right 
of  acceding  to  the  truce  if  he  so  desired.  This  Charles 
at  iirst  haughtily  refused ;  but  as  the  navy  of  France 
had  inflicted  considerable  losses  on  the  commerce  of 
his  Dutch  subjects,  and  he  was  eager,  moreover,  to 
wreak  his  v^geance  on  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  and  the 
fiwdss,  he  afterwards  consented  to  a  truce  for  nine 
years,  which  was  eonchided  early  in  the  month  of 
September,  at  VervinsK  It  was  the  cause  of  no  small 
gratification  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  that  the  conduct 
of  Reynold  of  Lormine  had  afforded  a  pretext  for 
declaring  war  against  him,  since  the  conquest  of  this 
duchy,  situated  between  Luxemburg  and  Burgundy, 
was  an  object  highly  flattering  to  his  ambition.  Hardly 
two  months  elapsed,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  truce 
with  France,  when  he  invaded  Lorraine,  and  in  an 
incredibly  short  time  subdued  the  whole  duchy,  except 
Nancy,  tlie  capital,  which  sustained  a  siege  of  nine 
weeks,  but  was  at  length  forced  to  surrender^. 
1476      He  next  turned  his  arms  against  the  Swiss,  the 

*  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  xii.,  \k  17,  19.   Commines,  Uy.  iV.,  chap.  C,  8, 
Velitifl  Uoorn,  bL  65.  Recueil  des  Tmit^'s,  torn,  i.,  p.  134^ 

*  Commiaefl^  liv«  iv,,  chap.  12. 
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object^}  at  once  of  bis  deepest  hatred  and  contempt. 
In  pnnftance  of  the  terms  of  their  alliance  with  Sigis* 

mand  of  Austria,  they  Lad  assisted  hiiu  to  recover 
bom  CbaxieB  the  fortress  of  Ferette,  but  ignorant  of 
their  own  strength,  they  afterwards  sought,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  appease  thc^  rebeutmeut  of 
Ae  kttm.  They  oftred  to  break  off  all  their  alliances 
witii  other  states,  and  to  serve  in  the  wars  of  Jiurguudy 
with  6000  men;  they  represented  in  the  most  moving 
terms,  that  their  poor  and  barren  country  was  un- 
worthy of  his  notice,  and  that  all  the  riches  it  possessed 
would  not  suffice  to  furnish  spurs  and  bridles  for  his 
army*.  Yet  did  their  subinissiveness  rather  excite 
the  disdain  than  soften  the  anger  of  Charles.  Heedless 
of  their  prayers,  as  soon  as  his  army  was  in  readihess 
to  march,  he  invaded  their  country,  and  laid  siege  to 
Granson,  on  the  lake  of  NeufcbateL  The  garrison 
snrrendered  on  oondition  that  their  lives  should  be 
spared,  notvvitlistandiug  which,  Charles  ordered  them 
all  to  be  put  to  deaths  Immediately  upon  the  capture 
of  Granson,  a  body  of  Swiss  trooj>s  was  observed 
marching  up  to  its  relief:  the  duke,  in  opposition  to 
the  advice  of  all  his  officers,  advanced  to  meet  them 
before  they  had  (juitted  the  defiles  of  the  mountains, 
and  engaging  in  a  position  where  his  cavalry  had  no 
room  to  act,  his  vanguard  was  quickly  driven  back,  and 
by  its  retreat  threw  the  remainder  of  the  army  into 
confusion.  The  troops  with  one  accord  commenced  an 
instantaneous  flight,  leaving  behind  the  uhole  of  their 

*  The  Mgttdoiu  LonU  XL  oBUmated  their  strengUi  mote  truly  than 
ather  themselves  or  the  duke*  On  heaiing  of  the  hitended  invanon,  he 
lemarked,  I  wonder  my  cousin  of  Burgundy  did  not  make  a  truce  with 
me  for  eighteen  years.  He  is  ignorant  certainly  of  how  heavy  a  burden 
he  has  tidcen  on  his  shoulders^  or  of  what  a  people  he  has  detenniiied  to 
invade.*'  Pont.  Heut.  Rer.  Bur.,  lib..T.,  cap.  12. 
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tents,  ainmunition,  and  ba2r<rapre'^.  The  mortification 
of  Charles  at  this  unseemly  rout  was  still  further  en* 
hanced  by  the  cutting  jest  of  his  court  fool,  who» 
having  frequently  heard  him  draw  parallels  between 
himself  tod  Hannibal,  cried  out»  as  they  ran  awqr 
together  with  all  the  speed  they  could  inake^  ^  Master, 
we  are  well  liannibalized  nowV  The  army  was  saved 
by  the  cupidity  of  the  Swiss,  who»  unable  to  resist  the 
temptation  offered  ])y  the  plunder  of  the  Burgnndian 
camp,  ceased  to  pursue  the  fugitives.  Yet  they  were  so 
ignorant  of  the  talue  of  the  booty  they  acquired,  that 
a  diamond  belonging  to  the  duke,  which  was  after- 
wards the  second  in  the  French  crown,  and  estimated 
at  the  value  of  1,800,000  livres,  was  sold  amongst  them 
more  than  once  for  a  guilder". 

The  consequences  of  this  battle  were  as  disastrous 
as  its  t(4niiiiation.  Tlie  Dachuss-dowa*:^er  of  Savov, 
tiie  Duke  of  Milan,  and  Renee  of  Provence,  king  of 
Sicily,  who  had  hitherto  rejected  all  the  advances  of 
Louis,  immediately  forsook  the  alliance  of  Burgundy 
for  that  of  France,  while  several  of  the  German  towns^ 
instead  of  persisting  as  before  in  a  doubtful  neutrality, 
openly  declared  against  Charles".  To  wipe  out  the 
remembrance  of  his  disgrace,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
having  reassembled  his  scattered  troops,  and  ivinlorced 
them  with  a  large  number  of  merceuaries  from  Savoy 
and  Piedmont^  laid  siege  to  Morat  near  Bemew  He 
had  been  before  the  town  about  ten  days,  when  the 
Swiss  army,  commanded  by  Reynold  of  Lorraine,  came 
down  upon  him*    Untaught  by  the  last  severe  lesson* 

^  Cm^  liv.  iv.,  cliap.  12 ;  liv.     diap.  i«    Snoi  Rer«  Bat,  Ubw  sL, 

p.  166. 

*  Diiclos,  toiTi.  ii.,  liv.  8,  p.  214. 

•  Idem,  p.  216«   Pont.  Ileut.,  lib.  y,y  cap.  xiL 
"  Commitiefl^  Uv,  vi.,  chap.  1, 2. 
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Charles,  instead  of  awaiting  them  in  his  entrencbments» 
hurried  forwurd  to  give  them  battle.  The  consequence 
was  a  second  defeat,  more  fatal  and  bloody  than  the 
fbxmer,  above  16,000  men  being  slain  on  the  Burgim- 
dian  8ide***» 

Anguish,  spite,  and  shame,  at  this  overthrow,  raged 
!n  the  breast  of  Charles  with  such  violence,  that  he 
&U  into  a  fit  of  sickness,  which  appeared  to  paialyae 
Ills  powers  both  of  mind  and  bodyf-  For  six  M  oeks  be 
lay,  xefuaing  alike  consolation  or  companionship,  until 
tfae  news  of  the  captnie  of  Nancy,  by  Duke  Beynoid^ 
aroused  him  at  length  from  his  benumbing  trance  p. 

He  advanced  by  hasty  marches  to  besiejge  the 
town,  which  defended  itself  with  the  most  undaunted 
courage,  and  successfully  resisted  all  his  attempts  to 
master  it.  The  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  the  lowest 
extreodty  of  famine,  and  had  been  (breed  for  some 
time  to  feed  on  dogs,  cats,  and  even  reptiles,  when 
fieynold  of  Lorraine,  with  an  army  of  French,  German, 
and  Swiss  troopp,  emamped  not  far  from  tlie  walls, 
with  the  design  of  forcing  Charles  to  raise  the  siege. 
Bejmold  held  a  secret  correspondence  with  one  Nicho- 
las Campobasso,  a  Neapolitan  officer  in  the  Buriinudiaii 
camp,  in  whom  Charles  reposed  a  blind  and  fatal  con- 
fidence     On  the  fifth  of  January,  1477,  the  two 

•  Commmefl,  Ur.  v«,  chap.  9^  FoBt  Heut,  lib.     cap.  12. 
r  UimOf  diap.  6, 

*  Hm  eontinii^tar  of  MoDfltrelet  njs  20,700 ;  but  the  Dumhera  stated 
by  the  difieieiit  hutorieDS  vary  from  8000  to  20»000«  Dudos^  Ilist.  de 
Limis  XI.,  liy.  viU.,  p.  224. 

f  The  effect  of  grief  on  his  constitatioii  was  veiy  xemarkable ;  lie  was 
wnany  of  ao  sanguiiie  and  choleric  a  temperament,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
Snego  entirely  the  use  of  wine ;  whereas,  at  this  tame,  it  was  found 
neceMiy  to  administer  to  him  strong  wine,  witliont  water,  and  to  apply 
active  stimulants  to  the  vital  parts  of  the  body.   Com.,  Ur.  v.,  chap.  5. 

X  It  is  said,  that  the  treachery  of  this  man  was  the  consequence  of 
CharWs  violence  of  temper :  being  importuned  by  him^  on  one  occasion. 
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armies  came  to  an  engagement,  which  had  scarcely 
commeuced,  wheu  Campobasso,  with  400  meu-at*axiiu^ 
went  over  to  the  enemy.  After  this  desmtion^  the 
discomfiture  of  an  carmy,  twice  defeated,  and  totally 
dispirited,  was  eabj :  the  flighty  begun  by  a  few  traitors 
whom  Gampobasso  had  purposdy  left  among  the 
1477  Burgundian  troops,  was  speedy  aud  uiiiversul;  3000 
men  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  among  whom  were 
the  principal  nobles  of  Burgundy  and  the  Nether- 
lands. Cburles  himself  was  slain,  but  in  wiiat  mamier 
IS  not  certainly  known ;  it  is  affirmed,  however,  that  he 
received  his  death-wound  at  the  hand  of  a  traitor  of 
Campobasso's  party 'i^.  It  was  not  till  three  days  after, 
that  the  body  of  the  unhappy  prince  was  found. 
Wounded  ill  three  places,  niid  stripped  entirely  naked ; 
his  face  frozen  to  the  ground,  and  so  disfigured,  that  it 
was  only  by  some  distinctive  marks,  such  as  the 
extreme  length  of  his  nails,  (which  he  had  left  uncut 
since  the  defeat  at  Morat,)  and  the  scar  of  a  wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  MontlhM,  that  he  could  be 
recognized^.  He  was  liouourably  buried  at  Nancy,  by 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine ;  but  the  Nether* 
landers  could  not  for  a  long  time  be  persuaded  to 
believe  in  the  report  of  his  death,  imagining  that  he 

<>  Com.,  liy.  v.,  chap.  7,  B.    Meyer,  lib.  xni.,  ad  ann.  1476,  p.  S7S. 
Dttdoa,  torn,  ii.,  lir.  8^  p.  227*  PonU  Heut.,  Hb,  v.,  ohap.  IS,  1^ 


for  money  to  pay  liis  troops  duvlea  grew  angry,  and  foflloted  on  liiiii  a 
blow,  aoeompanied  by  threats^  an  mjniy  which  the  meiigeAil  Italiaa 
never  forgave.  Snoi.  Ber.  Bat.,  Ub.  xi.,  p.  107*  Xhia  is  in  eome  degree 
eoDfirmed  by  De  la  Marahe^  who  saya  thai  the  Count  of  Campobano 
deserted  Charles  *^  ponr  certain  deniera  que  le  oomte  dfeolt  qne  le  doc  htl 
dcvoH."   Liv,  ii.,  chap.  8. 

*  Others  sny,  that  in  attcmptiii!^  to  lca]i  a  sinnll  brook  in  his  flight»his 
horse  foU  in,  when  lie  was  klUed  by  Claudius  Heanmont^  a  Lorraine 
nobleman,  in  pui-suit  of  him,  not  knowing  who  he  wae*  Font.  Uent., 
lib.  y.,  Gi^.  1^  p.  iiS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MART. 


283 


bad  either  been  carried  prisoner  to  Fmuce,  or  had 
escaped  ia  safety  to  CSermanj,  vfaeDce  he  woald 
return  at  some  future  day,  moro  terrible  than  ever^ 
CiiarieSy  although  three  times  married^  left  only  one 
daughter,  by  Isabella  of  Portugal,  Maiy,  bom  Febmary 
8th,  1457. 

The  intelligence  of  Charles's  death  no  sooner 

reached  the  ears  of  Louis,  than  he  hastened  to  take 
possession  of  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  which  he  re- 
annexed  to  France,  according  to  the  tennff  of  the  grant 
made  \)y  Cliarles  V.  to  his  brother  Philip,  which  pro- 
vided, that  in  default  of  heirs  male,  this  fief  should 
revert  to  the  FVench  crown*.  Before  the  end  of  the 
month  of  February,  also,  the  towns  in  Picardy,  that 
had  been  surrendered  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
opened  their  L^ites  to  Louis,  and  he  was  ah-eady  pre- 
paring for  a  descent  into  Flanders  and  Artois,  intending, 
it  is  said,  to  make  himself  master  of  the  whole  of  the 
states  belonging  to  Mary.  Shortly  after  her  accession, 
the  nobles,  to  whose  guardianship  she  had  been  com« 
mitted  by  Charles  before  his  departure*,  mimmoned  a 
general  assembly  of  the  states  of  the  Netiierlands  at 
Ghent,  to  devise  means  for  anrestrog  the  enterprises  of 

Louis,  and  for  raising  funds  to  support  tlie  war  with 
i?'rance,  as  well  as  to  consider  the  state  of  atiairs  in 
the  provinces^!.   Charles,  and  his  fitther,  Philip,  had 

'  Snoi  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  zi.,  p.  108,  Meyer,  lib.  xvii,,  ad  ann.  1476, 
p.  .373. 

*  Com.,  liv.  vi.,  chap.  1.    Pont.  Ueui.  Rer.  Bur.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  2. 

*  Com.,  Ut.  t.,  cbap.  11,  Id*  Pont.  Heat.  Rer.  Avstr.,  lib.  i.,  cap.  1. 


*  Among  these,  the  principal  weia,  Jobn,  duke  of  Clevcs,  Adolphus  of 
Cleres,  Lord  of  Ravestein,  Guide  Brimsva^  the  Sieur  D'Imbetootirt,  and 

WMHiam  Hugonet,  chancellor  of  Bnrsiindy. 

t  This  is  the  first  regular  assembly  of  the  states-general  of  the  Nethcr- 
l.WfU  :  the  county  of  Holland,  before  this  time,  does  not  appear  to  have 
bent  deputies  to  the  assemblies  of  the  other  stfltc??.  In  negotiation^  witli 
ibfeign  powen,  it  treated  sepaiutely.   Bym.  Feed.,  torn,  x.,  p.  SOt) — S49. 
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exercised  in  tbo  Notliorliinds  a  species  of  government 
far  more  arbitrary  thau  the  iubabitauts  bad  until  tbeo 
been  accnstoned  to ;  and  in  the  measares  they  pursnedf 
the  chartered  franchises,  and  prescriptive  customs  inhe- 
rent in  the  constitution  of  these  states,  were  almost^  if 
not  altogether,  lost  sight  of.  It  now  appeared  tb&t  a 
favourable  opportunity  offered  itself  for  rectifying  these 
abuses;  and  the  assembly,  therefore,  made  the  con- 
sideration of  them  a  preliminary  to  the  grant  of  any 
supplies  for  the  war^  Upon  the  proposition  being 
made  to  assist  in  defending  the  duchess  against  the 
ambition  and  evil  desi^rns  of  the  King  of  France,  who 
had,  without  riglit  or  justice,  possessed  himself  of 
several  towns  of  Burgundy,  th6  states  testified  every 
disposition  to  render  all  the  service  in  their  power  to 
their  new  sovereign ;  but  at  the  same  time  declared, 
that  ^  the  provinces  were  exhausted  and  impoverished 
by  the  wars  of  Duke  Charles,  and  that  they  ought 
rather  to  be  relieved  than  further  oppressed,"  adding, 
that,  "  for  many  years,  great  encroachments  had  been 
made  on  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  provinces 
and  towns  which  they  desired  to  see  restored''.'' 

They  insisted  so  firmly  on  this  resolution,  that  Mary, 
finding  they  were  determined  to  refuse  any  subsidies 
till  their  grievances  were  redressed,  consented  to  giant 
charters  of  privileges  to  all  tlie  states  of  the  Nether- 
lands. That  of  Uoliaud  and  Zealand,  commonly  called 
the  Great  Charter,**  contained  these  provisions :  that 
the  duehei?s  should  not  marrv  without  the  consent  of 
the  nobles  of  her  family,  and  of  the  states ;  that  some 
of  the  later  subsidies  demanded  by  Duke  CSuirles 
should  be  remitted;  that  the  duchess  should  bestow 
the  offices  of  the  county  on  natives  only;  that  no  one 

■  Coin,,  liv.  v.,  chap.  16. 

'  Urooi  Plakaatb.,  ii.  deel.,  bl.  058. 
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should  be  able  to  hold  two  at  the  same  time;  nor 
should  thej  be  let  out  to  &nii.    Tlie  council  of  llol- 
land  was  henceforth  to  consist  of  eight  besides  the 
stadtholder,  six  Hollanders  and  two  Zealanders,  and 
two  supemumenuies,  without  salaiy,  likewise  natives ; 
and  no  cause  properly  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
tlie  muuicipal  courts  should  be  brought  before  the 
coundly  except  by  way  of  appeaL   The  right    de  non 
erocando,'*  or  of  not  bdng  summoned  to  trial  out  of 
the  boundaries  of  tiieir  province,  should  be  preserved 
to  all  the  inhabitants  inviolate.   The  governments  of 
the  towns  were  to  bo  appointed  and  chanfjed  according 
to  the  anciaut  custom*.  The  towns  might  liold  assem- 
blies with  each  other,  or  with  the  states  of  the  rest  of 
the  Netherlands,  where  lunl  as  often  as  they  nn'glit 
judge  necessary.    No  new  tolls  or  other  burdens 
should  be  imposed  without  consent  of  the  states,  and 
the  freedom  of  trade  and  commerce  should  be  ])re- 
served.    Neither  the  duchess  nor  her  successors  should 
declare  war,  offensive  or  defensive,  without  consent  of 
the  states;  and  in  case  they  did  so,  none  should  be 
bound  to  serve  in  such  war,  notwithstanding  any 
custom,  or  any  command  of  the  hite  duke  to  the  con* 
trary«    The  Dutch  language  should  be  used  in  all 
decrees  and  letters-patent.    No  commands  of  the 
sovereign   shouUl  prevail   against   the  privileges  of 
the  towns.    No  coin  should  be  struck,  nor  any  altei'a- 
tiott  made  in  the  standard  of  money,  without  the 
advice  and  approbation  of  the  states,  and  the  mint 
should  continue,  as  of  old  time,  at  Dordrecht.  The 
towns  should  not  be  forced  to  contribute  to  any 
petition  unless  they  had  first  consented  to  it;  and  the 

*  The  power  of  the  counts  to  chtiDge  the  governments  of  the  iowns^ 
oQt  of  the  diie*coiine,  had  been  frcqnenily  exercised,  ercn  before  the 
time  of  Philip,  bat  never  reepgnised  by  the  states. 
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petition  fihould  be  demanded  of  the  states  by  the  count 

in  person. 

The  duchess,  and  her  yiardiaps,  John,  duke  of 
Cleyes,  Louis  of  Bourbon,  bishop  of  Liege,  and  Adol* 
phus  of  Cleves,  stadtholder-general  of  the  Netherlands, 
affixed.thdr  seals  to  this  charter,  which  they  solemnly 
swore  to  observe.  The  assembly  of  the  states,  lik^ 
wise,  appointed  a  council  of  regency  to  assist  Mary  in 
the  ^vemmenty  and  obtained  from  her  a  promise 
that  she  would  in  all  cases  abide  l)y  their  advice^. 
The  articles  of  this  charter  have  been  detailed  some- 
what at  length,  because  it  was  afterwards  a  subject  of 
contention  between  the  Dutch  and  their  s;overeign8; 
and  the  violation  of  its  provisions  formed  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  alleged  for  the  deposition  of  Philip  IL 
in  the  next  century.  It  was  insisted,  on  the  })art  of 
the  princess,  that  .the  charter  was  invalid  as  obtained 
from  the  Duchess  Mary  while  a  minor,  and  in  the 
power  of  the  citizens  of  Ghent;  whereas  the  people, 
on  the  other  hand,  justly  considered  that  no  new  privi- 
leges were  exterted  on  this  oceai^ion,  but  those  wily 
restored  which  had  beeji  granted  or  recognised  by  the 
former  counts,  and  for  the  most  part  had  formed  their 
rule  of  f^ovenimeiit  before  the  accession  of  foreign 
princes  introduced  those  arbitrary  notions  of  prerogap 
tive,  which  were  received  in  France,  but  were  in  the 
highest  degree  unsuitable  to  the  free  spirit  and  institu- 
tions of  the  Netherlanders. 

So  fhT  the  relations  between  the  Netherlander  and 
their  young  sovereign  were  on  an  amicable  footing, 
although  the  Ghenters  persisted  in  retaining  possession 
of  her  person;  but  events  soon  occurred  which  inter- 
rupted the  apparent  harmony  between  them.  While 
the  subject  of  the  charter  was  under  consideration^  the 

•  Groot  Plakaat,  ii.  decl.,  bl.  658, 
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duchess,  perceiving  the  sacrificed  she  must  make  to 

gain  the  support  of  her  subjects  in  the  war  with 
Louis,  had  sent  an  embaasy  to  Fiaace^  c(»isisting  of 
WiUi^  Hiigonet  the  chancellon  Ovj  Dlmbereoiirt, 
W^olferd  van  Borseleu,  lord  of  Veere,  and  the  stadt* 
holder  of  HoUaiid»  Louis  mn  Gruytbuyseiiy  to  treat  of 
peace.  Louk,  j^retending  a  rineeie  desire  for  an 
accommodation  and  for  the  marriage  of  Mary  "with 
the  dauphin^  by  flattering  the  .  ambassadors  ^ith  the 
liope  of  obtaining  both  these  objects,  induced  two  of 
tlxeir  number,  Ilugonet  and  D*Imbercourt,  to  consent 
to  the  pfeliminary  cession  of  Artois  to  France.  In 

this  particular  tiiey  Avcnt  beyond  tlieir  instructions; 
and  Louis»  desiring  in  fact  neither  the  peace  nor  the 
mazriage,  determined,  as  a  means  of  breaking  off  the 
negotiation,  to  sacrifice  the  unbaj^py  ambassatliiis  to 
the  rage  of  their  countrymen,  which  he  had  now 
ample  means  in  his  power  of  exciting. 

bhortiy  after  the  departure  of  Mary's  ambassadors, 
the  eoaneii  of  regency  had  also  sent  two  deputies  to 
Ijoais,  Tonteville  and  Baradot,  with  instructions  to 
solieit  that  the  king  would  adhere  to  the  truce  for 
nine  years  concluded  at  Vervins,  and  extend  his  pro- 
tcction  to  the  heiress  of  Burgundy.  In  the  first 
audience  they  had  of  Louis,  he  atiected  to  doubt  their 
powers,  as  not  being  recognised  by  the  duchess:  on 
their  answering  that  she  bad  bound  herself  to  govern 
entirely  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  he  gave  them 
a  letter  written  by  Mary  herself,  and  deliyered  to 
him  by  her  ambassadors  Hugonet  and  Dluiljercourt, 
wherein  she  declared  that  her  afiairs  should  be  con- 
ducted according  to  the  counsels  of  four  persons 
only,  the  Duchess-dowager  of  Burgundy,  the  Lord  of 
BaVestein,  Hugonet,  and  D'Imbercourt,  and  requesting 
him  to  confide  all  that  he  wished  to  communicate  to 
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her»  ta  the  two  latter  only.  Angry  at  finding  them- 
selves thus  dii{HMl,  Touteville  aiul  Bai-adot  returned  to 
Ghent,  and  in  a  full  council  of  the  town  at  which 
Mary  was  present,  brought  forward  their  eompkint, 
declaring  that  the  tenor  of  their  instructions  had  been 
controYerted,  and  their  character  as  ambassadors  dis- 
aTowed,  by  the  private  letters  of  the  duchess.  Mary 
at  first  strenuously  denied  the  fact;  but  on  the  produc- 
tion of  her  letter  to  the  king-— the  fiital  evidmce  of 
her  duplicity,  struck  with  confusion  at  the  diseoYery, 
and  with  dismay  at  the  treachery  of  Louis,  she 
remained  silent  and  trembling'.  The  Ghenters 
came  furious:  they  seized  Imbercourt  and  Hugonet, 
tried  them  at  the  council-house,  not  for  the  real  delin- 
quency of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  but  upon  an 
accusation  of  having  assisted  in  suppressing  the  privi- 
leges of  Ghent,  and  condemned  them  to  death.  Upon 
hearing  that  the  sentence  was  about  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  Mary,  accompanied  only  by  an  aged  ]>riest, 
rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  crowd  assembled  round 
the  scaffold,  and  with  floods  of  tears,  and  piercing  cries 
of  anc^isli,  su])plieated  that  their  lives  might  be  spared. 
1  k  I  prayers  were  uuli ceded — ^the  fatal  blow  was  struck 
before  her  eyes,  and  the  unhappy  victims  to  popular 
fury  died,  asserting  to  the  last  their  innocence y*.  Louis 
having  thus  frustrated  the  negotiations  for  peace,  pos- 
sessed himself  of  Arras,  Terouenne,  and  a  large  portion 
of  Artoi»;  but  on  the  sea,  ailairs  were  more  prosperous 
for  the  Netherlanders,  since  the  Hollanders  were  not 
only  able  to  protect  their  own  commerce,  but  likewise 
to  capture  twenty  large  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy, 

*  Comminefl^  liv.  ▼•,  cbap.  16»  16.      r  Coinining%  liv.     chap.  17. 

«  Louis  was  deeply  grieved  at  hearing  of  the  fatal  oonaequences  of  hii 
own  act,  and  made  ample  provision  for  the  fiunilics  of  hoth  the  aoficten^ 
whom  he  took  under  his  special  protection* 
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and  to  bring  a  very  eonsideiabie  booty  into  their  ports. 

Anxious  to  provide  a  general,  capable  of  making  head 
against  the  French  forces^  the  Ghenters  released  the 
parricidal  Addphns  of  Qnelderland  from  hts  prison  at 
\  iivoorden,  witli  the  design,  it  is  said,  of  marrying 
him  to  the  Lady  Mary,  and  gave  him  the  command  of 
an  army  composed  of  troops  collected  from  Ghent, 
Bruges,  and  Ypres.  Adolphus  marched  without  delay 
to  the  siege  of  Toumay,  where  he  was  slain  in  a  sally 
made  by  the  garrison,  and  thus  the  young  duchess  was 
delivered  from  an  union  so  abhorrent  to  her  feelings. 
Uia  death,  and  the  rapid  advances  made  by  Louis, 
who  had  subdued  Artois  and  the  county  of  Boulogne, 
and  made  himself  master  of  Bouchain,  Quesnoi,  and 
Ar^mes,  induced  the  states  to  hasten  the  marriage 
of  the  duchess*.  Among  the  numerous  suitors  whom 
her  late  &ther  had  encouraged,  the  only  question  was 
now  between  Maximilian^  son  of  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, and  the  dauphin  of  France.  But  with  respect 
to  the  latter — ^besides  the  probability  that,  from  the 
disparity  of  age  between  the  parties,  the  princess 
would  despise  her  youthful  bridegroom— who  had  just 
reached  his  eighth  year,  while  Mary  was  now  past 
twenty,  there  were  many  reasons  of  policy  that  ren- 
<Iered  the  marriage  little  desirable  to  the  king;  among 
the  rest,  was  the  offence  it  must  necessarily  give  to 
Edward  of  England,  to  whose  daughter  Elizabeth,  the 
infant  prince  had  been  contracted  for  above  two  years; 
and  Lonis  would,  moreover,  haye  been  obliged  to 
receive,  as  the  dower  of  the  princess,  Burgundy, 
Artoi%  and  the  rest  of  her  dominions,  of  which  he 
had  already  obtained  actual  possession  by  conquest. 
The  Ghenters,  who,  being  possessed  of  the  person  of 

•  Pont.  Ileut.  Her.  Aust.,  lib.  i.,  cap,  3,  5,  6.  Veiiu^j  Iloom,  bl.  64. 
Comminefi,  liv.  Ti,  chap.  14,  16,  17. 
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the  diioheflBb  were  the  chief  agents  in  this  matteiv 
were  iaTOiiTaUe  to  Mazimiliaii,  and  the  ifldmatioiis 

of  Mary  herself  were  supposed  to  point  in  the  same 
direction.  The  contect^  tberefiue^  eo  ahroptfy  brakaii 
off  at  Treves  in  1473  was  again  renewed,  Maximilian 
wea  summoned  to  repair. to  Ghent^  and  themairiiige 
waa  solemnised  in  the  moiith  of  Angost;  not*  liow- 
ever,  with  a  magnificence  by  any  means  suitable  to 
the  union  of  the  son  of  the  emperor  with  the  richest 
heiress  in  Europe.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  the  poverty 
of  the  imperial  exchequer  was  so  excessive  that  the 
states  were  obliged  to  provide  funds  to  define  the 
expenses  of  the  bridegroom's  journey  into  the  Nether- 
lauds  \  It  was  provided,  by  tiie  marriage  treaty,  that 
the  children  bom  of  this  union  should  inherit  the 
]M*ovinces  on  the  death  of  either  parent,  and  that  in 
default  of  issue»  the  succession  should  devolve  imm^ 
diately  on  the  next  heiri  and  not  on  the  survivor^ 
Tliis  article  was  probably  inserted  to  avoid  the  recur- 
rence of  disorders  similar  to  those  which  the  widov^ 
hood  of  Jacoha  had  entailed  on  the  county  of  Holland. 
1478  Maximilian's  first  care  was  to  conclude  a  truce  for 
a  year  with  France,  and  early  in  the  next  spring  he 
took  the  oath  to  the  towns  and  provinces,  and  wns 
acknow  ledged  by  them  as  protector  of  the  Lady  Mary 
and  of  the  county  in  her  name^  The  Guelderlaaders, 
making  some  ineffectual  attempts  to  obtain  the  dttchy 
for  the  young  Charles^  son  of  Adolphus,  did  not  take 
the  oath  of  fealty  to  Maiy  and  Maximilian  until  the 
year  1481^. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  truce  with  France^  the 

•  Mem.  d'Oiiv.  de  la  Marche,  liv.  u.^  diap.  ix.y  p.  400, 410,  Coai.» 
liv.  vi.,  chap  3. 

Itccucil  ties  Tniitt'-H,  toin.  i.,  p.  208* 
«■  Groot  TMakfuitl*.,  iv.  dccl.,  IjL  7. 

Tout,  licut.  tier.  A\x&t^  lib.  i.,  cap.  11. 
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kn^  opened  the  campaign  with  the  iimaioii  of 

I  Haiuauit,  where  Conde  and  several  iilaces  of  less 
importauce  capitulated;  but  au  the  i^proach  of 
^laxhniliaii'B  annjr  to  Yaleneimiiefl^  Louis,  who  had  no 
mclination  to  risk  the  loss  of  his  acquisitions  in  a 
battle,  aod  .dreaded  lest  his  oontinued  snoeesses  should 

\  ivaken  the  hostile  jealousy  (rf  the  emperor  and 

'  Eugland,  abandoned  Quesiioi  and  Cambray,  burnt  the 
brtifieatione  o£  Cond^,  and  consented  to  the  duke's 
o&r  of  renewing?  the  truce,  restoring  to  him  the  con* 
quests  he  had  made  in  Ilainault  aiul  Fraiiche  Comte*. 

'  The  internal  dissensions  in  Holland,  which  the  iron 
Land  of  Charles  had  crushed  for  a  season,  again  grew 

I  nnk  after  his  death,  and  the  two  parties  of  hooks  and 
cods  renewed  their  perseention  of  each  other,  with  a 
rage  and  bitterness,  that  reduced  Holland  to  a  btate 

:  of  extreme  misery  and  desolation*   The  members  of 

'  ndi  faction,  as  they  gained  the  temporary  ascendency 
iu  tke  towns,  not  only  thrust  out  their  advei*saries  from 

:  the  seats  of  goyemment^  but  expelled  them  from  the 
city  itself :  even  women  were  driven  from  their  homes 
with  circumstances  of  violence  and   cruelty:  the 

:  disges,  no  less  than  the  towns,  were  filled  with  mi»* 

'  tnist  and  liatred :  relatives  and  neighbours  laid  wait  for 
each  others'  lives,  while  duel»and  affrays  were  of  daily 
Qcenfreace^  Lotus  Tan  Gruythuyzen  had  been  re* 
moved  from  the  stadtholdei-ship  a  few  days  after  the 
granting  of  the  great  charter,  (because,  being  a 

^  Fleming,  his  continuance  in  the  office  was  contrary 

;  to  its  provisions,)  and  his  place  filled  by  a  native^ 
Woiferd  van  Borselen,  lord  of  Veere*  Wolferd,  in 
wJer  to  put  a  stop  to  the  disorders  in  Holland,  siim-  14^1^ 

;  luoned  a  general  assembly  of  the  nobles  and  towns  at 

'  •  Pont,  lleut.  licr.  Aust.,  lib.i,,  cap,  8,  0. 

I  •  '  Veliufl  Hoorn,  bl.  00— UO. 
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Rotterdam.   As  he  was  sappoaed  to  be  IkToiiiably 

inclined  towards  the  hooks,  John  van  Reimerswale,  the 
bailiii^  pretending  that  under  cover  of  an  aRsembiy,  the 
hooks  designed  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the 
town,  called  out  the  schuttery,  or  burgher  guard,  and 
not  satisfied  with  preventing  the  entrance  of  the  depu- 
ties from  those  towns  which  belonsred  to  the  hook 
party,  forced  the  stadtholder  iiimself  to  evacuate 
Rotterdam.  This  affront  the  cods  followed  op  by 
another  outrage.  On  the  occasion  of  an  atiVay  at  the 
Hague  between  the  stadtholder's  servants  and  those  of 
some  nobles  of  their  party,  they  assembled  a  number  of 
burgiier8  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  bombarded, 
captured,  and  plundered  the  court-house,  and  drove 
away  the  liorses  from  the  studtholder's  stiibles.  Upon 
the  news  of  these  commotions,  Bon>eien,  then  at  Im 
lordship  of  Veere^  assembled  7000  men  from  Utrecht 
and  the  hook  towns  of  Holland,  and  marching  through 
Delft  to  the  Hague,  repossessed  himself  of  the  court- 
house, and  by  way  of  reprisal,  caused  the  houses  of  the 
cods  to  be  pillaged.  On  his  departure  shortly  after  for 
Rotterdam,  of  which  he  made  himself  master,  the  cods, 
in  revenge,  began  the  work  of  plunder  and  destniction 
on  the  dwellings  of  the  hooks.  1  he  Jrlague  being  thu^ 
kept  in  continual  uproar,  van  Borselen  removed  tbe 
supreme  court  of  Holland  to  Rotterdam ;  but  a  few 
councillors  of  the  hook  party  only  attended,  and  tbe 
causes  tried  before  it  were  confined  to  those  seut  up 
from  the  towns  ou  the  same  side.  Finding,  therefore, 
the  torrent  of  party  spirit  too  strong  for  him,  tlie 
stadtholder,  leaving  George,  bastard  of  Brederode^  at 
Rotterdam  to  conduct  affairs  as  best  he  might,  retii^ 
again  to  Veereff. 

«  Groote  Chrooylc,  dlvu.  xxxl^  onp.  21— 2S.  Reigeisbeiig^  it 
bl.  296.  Pont.  Ileut.  Rer.  Avuty  lib.  i.,  cap.  11. 
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The  presence  of  the  sovereigu  seemed  now  to  be 
the  onlj  means  left  for  putting  a  stop  to  these  frightful 
diflordeni,  and  Maximilian  accordingly  repaired  to  Hoi- 1480 

land,  as  well  for  the  })urpose  of  restoring  })eace  as  of 
hvfihg  a  petition^  which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
great  charter,  must  be  done  by  the  count  in  person. 
The  cods,  in  order  to  secure  his  powerful  iiitliicnce  to 
then*  party,  Toted  with  alacrity  a  subsidy  of  160,000 
double  schilds  (of  thirty  pence)  in  ready  money,  and  an 
urnual  sum  of  80,000  schilds  lor  the  next  eight  years. 
They  easily  obtained,  in  return,  the  removal  of  Wolferd 
van  Borselen  from  the  stadtholdership,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  George  de  Laiuing,  which,  as  he  was  a 
Uadnaulter,  was  a  direct  yiolation  of  one  of  the  pro- 
vuiious  of  the  great  charter.  The  hook  members  of 
the  council  of  state  were^  in  like  manner,  dismissed, 
aod  their  places  filled  by  persons  belonging  to  the  cod 
jiarty;  and  Maximilian  then  left  to  the  new  stadt- 
holder  the  completion  of  the  work  of  pacification 

As  the  King  of  France  did  not  withdraw  his  garri-  1479 
sons  from  Ilainault,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
tnce^  hostilities  never  entirely  ceased  during  its  con- 
tinuance, and  it  had  no  sooner  expired,  than  Maximilian, 
hoping  to  repair  his  losses  in  Artois,  as:<embled  a 
more  numerous  aimy  than  any  he  had  hitlierto  com- 
manded, occupied  Carabray,  which  the  French  cfarrisou 
had  evacuated,  and  laid  siege  to  Terouanne.  Upon  the 
tppioach  of  the  French  forces  he  raised  the  siege  and 
gave  them  battle  near  the  hill  of  Guineguate,  where  a 
dearly  bought  victory  deprived  him  of  the  flower  of  the 
Netberland  nobility,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
The  losses  of  the  Netherlanders  by  sea,  also,  were  very 
considerable.  The  fieet  of  Fiance,  under  the  command 

*  Groot  Plak«/it.,  ii.  decl.,  bl.  075.   Groooto  Cliron.,  divis. 
cap*  24, 25.   Veiiiw  Iloorn,  p.  68. 
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of  Admiral  Gaulon,  captufed  the  whole  of  the  vessels 

engaged  in  the  herriog  fishery,  besides  eighty  large 
ships  returning  with  com  from  the  Baltic,  and  carried 
them  into  the  ports  of  Normandy.  It  was  suppose 
that  more  injury  was  done  to  the  Dutch  navy  in  this 
year  than  during  the  whole  of  the  previous  century*. 

1480  Maximilian  took  advantage  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
usual  anniBtiee  for  tiie  winter  months,  to  renew  the 
former  treaties  between  the  Netherlands  and  England, 
cementing  his  friendship  with  Juiward  by  a  contract  of 
marriage  between  his  infant  son  Philip  and  Anna,  third 
daughter  of  the  kingK  Edward  was  to  send  MaximiUan 
a  succour  of  6000  men  against  Louis  of  France,  Maxi- 
milian binding  himself,  on  the  other  hand,  to  pay  to 
Edward  the  annuity  of  50,000  crowns  he  received  from 
France,  in  case  it  should  l>e  ithdrawn  by  Louis.  This 
sum,  however,  which  Maximilian  had  no  means  of 
payin^r,  was,  by  a  subsequent  agreement,  set  off  n gainst 
the  portion  of  the  young  princess  of  100,000  crowns, 
and  Edward  engaged  to  declare  war  against  Louis  if  be 
sliould  reject  the  mediation  of  England.  A  severe 
sickness  and  the  intestine  commotions  of  his  states,  pre- 
vented Maximilian  from  rea])ing  the  expected  advantage 
from  this  alliance;  and  the  truce  \vitli  France  wajs,  at 
his  request,  prolonged  for  another  year\ 

The  hooks  of  Leyden  had  in  1479  been  expelled 
by  their  adversaries,  and  taken  refuge  for  the  most 

Jan. part  in  Utrecht;  thence  they  now  returned  to  the 
number  of  about  135,  and  taking  advantage  of  the 
darkness  of  a  winter  morning,  scaled  the  walls  of  their 
city,  and  before  the  members  of  the  cod  party  could 

t  Pont.  TTont.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib  i.,  cap.  9.   Commiiiw,  Ur.  vi.,  chap.  6. 

Reigcrsbcr?  (  liroii.,  ii.  dcel.,  1)1.  297. 
Uyin.  Fed.,  toin.  xii.,  jjj).  liC,  110. 
>  Idem,  pp.  127,  130.    Heeiicus  Ana.  Brab.,  ad  aun.  JlidO.  Pout. 
Ileut.  Ii«r.  Auat.,  lib.  i.,  cop.  11. 
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recover  from  their  surprise,  made  them  ])rij5ouors  ia 
their  houses*  In  oider  to  recover  Leyden  from  the 
poMieflrim  thus  gamed  by  the  hook0»  the  ood  towns  of 
the  neighbourhood,  Haarlem,  Delft,  4Uid  Amsterdam, 
olitamed  fiom  the  Stadtholder  Lalaing  a  eemnumd  to 
hesiege  it«  As  the  burghers  in  a  situation  to  bear 
tOmm  ia  its  defence  were  6000  in  number,  the  cods 
were  unable  to  captme  it  by  assault^  but  taking  pos- 
session of  the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood,  reduced  it 
to  great  straits  for  want  of  provisions While  these 
events  took  place  at  Leyden,  a  party  of  cods,  -coneeal- 
ing  themselves  in  two  vessels  apparently  laden  with 
rice»  entered  the  town  of  Dordrecht,  and  suddenly 
atlaeking  the  hooks,  who  were  there  the  ndmg  party, 
took  many  of  them  prisoners.  The  burgomaster,  Giles 
Adrian0on»  whe,  in  his  haste  to  aim  himself,  had  placed 
a  f  op[>er  pot  on  his  head  by  way  of  a  helmet,  and  the 
sub-schout  were  slain  in  the  skirmish ;  the  schout,  and 
the  other  burgomaster,  Theodore  Beaumont,  were 
arrested,  and  sent  to  take  their  trial  at  the  ITaf^iio. 
Maximilian,  being  informed  of  the  possession  of  Dor- 
dredit  by  the  cods,  went  thither  from  Rotterdam,  and 
appointed  a  new  government,  consisting  of  men  of  tliat 
party,  thougii  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  and  pri** 
vileges  of  the  town  in  futnre.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Ley  den,  which  was  still  iu  a  state  of  siege, 
when  the  burghers,  alarmed  at  his  approach,  resolved 
tipon  a  timely  submission;  the  chief  persons  among 
tii^n,  therefore,  having  dressed  themselves  in  mourning 
garments,  advanced  to  meet  him  without  the  vralls  of 
the  town,  and  sued  on  their  knees  for  pardon :  it  was 
granted  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  of  their  num- 
ber".    Having  thus  subdued  Leyden,  Maximilian 

GrooteChronyk,  divis.xxxi.,cap.  28.  Snoi.  Her.  Bat.,  lib.  xii.,  p.  172, 
•  Heut^  Her.  AiuU,  lib.  i.,  cap.  11*  ^aou  Ker.  Bat,  Ub.  xil^  p.  173. 
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repaired  to  the  Hague  to  preside  at  the  trials  of  the 
Look  prisoners.  Adrian  We8t£^g,  schout,  and  Theo- 
dore Beaumont^  buigomaster  of  Dordrecht»  were  con* 

demned  to  death.  The  chief  /^rounds  of  their  accusa- 
tion were,  the  holding  a^ttembiies,  and  niakiug  leagues 
with  other  towna^  pre^entiDg  the  execution  of  the 
edicts  of  the  supreme  court,  under  the  plea  tbiit  tliey 
were  contrary  to  the  privileges  of  the  town;  and  voting 
for  a  general  assembly  of  the  states  for  the  purpose  of 
expelUng  the  dulve  s  foreign  troops  from  the  county  of 
Uolhmd. 

Although  their  conduct  in  these  particulars  was 

fuii)'  justified  by  the  provisious,  as  well  of  the  great 
charter,  as  of  the  former  charters  which  it  confirmed, 
the  sentence  was  executed  upon  them  in  its  utmost 
severity °.  The  lives  of  nearly  ail  the  other  prisoueni 
were  saved  by  the  intercession  of  Margaret  of  Yoric. 
They  were,  however,  banished ;  a  vast  many  more  of 
the  hook  pai*ty  voluntarily  quitted  their  country,  and 
such  as  remained,  were  studiously  deprived  of  power* 
and  kept  out  of  office  by  the  iuflueucu  of  the  duke 
and  tlie  court 

The  place  of  retreat  generally  chosen  by  the  emi- 
gi  ants,  was  the  city  of  Utrecht ;  where  since  the  death  of 
Charles,  the  authority  of  the  bishop,  David  of  Burgundy, 
had  daily  declined,  and  the  influence  of  his  former 
rival,  Gilbert  van  Brederode,  proportionably  augmeuted; 
and  the  bishop,  in  consequence^  found  his  residence  in 
Utrecht  rendered  so  irksome^  that  he  retired  to  Wyk 
tc  Duurstede.  To  punish  the  Utrechters  for  thek 
conduct  to  their  bishop,  as  well  as  for  the  harbour  they 
afforded  to  the  refu^(  es  of  the  hook  party,  Maxhniliui 
couii&catcd  all  their  property  in  Holland,  and  even  put 

•  Beverwyk  Dordrecht,  bl.  320. 

'  Gxoote  Chrooyk,  divb.  xxxi.,  chop.  31. 
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the  persons  of  the  Utrecbters,  mIio  were  then  in  tho 
coimtjr,  under  xeetraiiit^  until  the  hook  exiles  should  be 
isirea  from  Utrecht.  From  this  source  a  war  arose^ 
ivhicht  after  a  series  of  petty,  but  ruinous  hostilities 
curied  on  for  nearly  three  years,  chiefly  with  the  pro* 
▼ince  of  Holland,  was  ended  in  1483  by  a  treaty, 
stipulating  that  Maximiiiau  should  tliencefonvard 
acknowledged  as  temporal  protector  of  Utrecht.  In 
this  cajjacit)  ke  nominated  Frederic  van  Eginond  Lis 
stadtholder4. 

The  spring  of  the  year  1482  was  marked  by  the  Mar. 
melancholy  death  of  the  young  duchess,  at  the  early  i^^^^ 
age  of  twenty-fim   While  enjoying,  in  company  with 
her  husband,  the  sport  of  hawking,  of  which  i^e  was 
passionately  fond,  the  breaking  of  the  saddle-girths 
occasioned  her  a  Tiolent  fall  from  her  horse ;  and  as  she 

was  then  ]n  cgiiaiit,and  delicacy  prompted  her  studiously 
to  conceal  the  injury  she  had  received,  it  proved  fatal 
within  a  few  days.  She  had  borne  to  Maximilian 
three  children,  Philip,  MargaTct,  and  Francis,  of  whuni 
the  latter  died  in  his  infancy.  Her  body  was  interred 
at  Bruges  with  great  magnificence,  and  her  heart 
carried  to  Antweq),  where  it  was  placed  in  the  grave 
of  her  mother  in  the  church  of  St*  Michael.  She  was 
by  no  means  handsome  in  person,  her  countenance 
being  dish  irii  red  by  the  large  open  mouth  peculiar  to 
the  family  of  the  Burgundian  princes,  and  which  he^ 
son  and  grandson  inherited,  though  in  [i  less  dt^gree, 
from  her ;  of  a  bold  and  irascible  temper,  and  mascu- 
line habits,  greatly  addicted  to  hunting  and  gaming, 
she  was  nevertheless  tenderly  beloved  by  her  husband, 
who  to  the  end  of  his  life  could  never  mention  her,  or 
hear  her  spoken  of,  without  tears  ^ 

«  Vdiw  Hoom,  p.      71.  &ioi.  Rer.  Bat.,  lib.  xii.,  p.  17S— 17A« 
'  Comnuaes^  liv.  rL,  chap.  d.  VonU  Ueai,  Ber.  Aost.,  lib.  i.,  cap.  11. 
Idem,  £1^.  ttuw,  lib. !.,  p.  64. 
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Maximilian  a^Mowlsdged  Chntertun'  of      N^hsrUmdt.   Hew^  6f 
lA«  FUmingt,    Compromm*   JUaximiUa^  ekosm  King  of  4<f 
Romam,    War  ^eUk  France,  Second  BevoU  of  the  Jf^lmiin^ 
Sedkum  ai  Brugee,  MammUkm  ImprUoneeL   €hi&oancee  <fthe 
Fleming,    ReUaee  of  MaximUiany  and  eondudon  of  Treaty, 
Broken  hy  Mag^mUian,   Chnl  War,   Invadon  of  BeUand,  and 
Capture  of  Rotterdam  hj  the  Hooks.    Their  Defeat,  Pacificafkni. 
of  Flantl^n.    Alteration  of  Oie  Coin  in  Hofi'trui.    ExpuUion  of 
the  Jiwks  from   Holland.    Insurrection  of  North   Holla n<J, 
Caseni6rot»p€ly^  or  Bread  and  Cheese  War,    Insurgents  obtain 
Pardon.    Redueiian  of  Slugs,   Affairs  of  France.   Mmrriage  of 
MasrimiHan  by  proxy  to  Anne  of  Bretagne.    Baf$m$  of  ika 
CatUrad  ly  her  Marrk^  wUk  OkaHm  VIll,  ^Frim$,  Amgmr 
of  MeuAmsUan,  PrepariUum  for  War*  Peaee*  PkUtpamimea 
ike  QovemmmU  of  tie  Nolherlande^   Tenhe  of  Adnmohdgmeni. 
Advantageous  Comsnercial  Treaty  with  England.    Marriage  of 
Philip  to  Joanna  of  Spain.    Fri^zland  conferred  on  Alljert  of 
Saxony,    Birth  of  Charles  V.     Philip  takes  a  Journey  into 
Spain,    His  Return.    Death  of  Margaret  of  York,    War  teith 
Guelderland.    Truce,    Philip  sets  tail  for  Sjxiin.    Is  detain4sd 
in  England,    Assumes  the  Government  of  CaetUe,    Renewal  ^ 
ffootUiiiee  foitk  Oueideriand*  Death  and  CharaeUr  of  Pkii^. 

t 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  marriage  treaty 
between  Maximilian  and  Mary^  their  eldest  6on»  PhiUp^ 
succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Netheriands  imme- 
diately upon  the  death  of  his  mother.  As  lie  was  at 
this  time  onlj  four  years  of  age,  MaximiUan  obtained 
the  acknowledgment  of  himself  as  guardian  of  the 
young  counts  person,  and  protector  of  liis  states,  by  all 
the  proTittces  eateept  Flanders  and  Gueld^iand.  The 
Flemings  having  secured  the  person  of  Philip  at  Ghent, 
appointed  a  regency,  consisting  of  Philip  of  Burgundy^ 
lord  of  Beveren,  Adolphua  Clevea^  princes  of  the 
blood  by  the  mothex  a  bide,  Wolferd  van  lioisuluii,  and 
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other  nobles^  The  new  governineut  immediately  sent 
ambasnuloiB  to  Arras,  empowered  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  France,  the  conditions  of  ^vhich,  as  the  Flemings 
had  long  been  weary  of  an  exp^isiye  war  carried  on 
against  their  Hege  lord,  and  were,  moreoTer,  desirous 
ul  abating  at  any  price  the  power  of  Maximilian,  were 
entirely  jbvourable  to  Louis.  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Maximilian,  was  oontraoted  to  the  dauphin,  with 
Artois»  the  county  of  Burgmidy,  Macon,  Auxerre^  and 
Noyers  as  her  portion :  she  was  to  be  educated  at  the 
French  court,  and  an  annuity  of  50,000  livres  allotted 
her  by  the  dauphin.  Maximilian,  fearing  to  exasperate 
the  Ohenters,  who  had  possession  of  both  his  ehUdren, 
as  well  as  from  the  impossilHlity  of  carrying  on  the 
war  with  France  without  the  support  of  Flanders,  found 
himself  obliged  to  consent,  however  unwillingly,  to 
this  t!•eaty^ 

The  death  of  Louis  XL  in  the  next  year,  having  1483 

deprived  the  Flemings  of  their  principal  support, 
Maximilian  determined  to  compel  that  people  by  force 
to  acknowledge  his  authority.  He  therefore  assembled 
an  army,  levied  in  his  other  states,  at  Mechlin,  whence 
he  marched  to  Dendermonde,  of  which  he  made  him- 1484 
self  master,  as  well  as  of  Oudenarde,  and  permitted  his 
troops  to  overrun  the  AVaasland.  The  inhabitants  of 
Slnj%  on  the  other  hand,  surprised  and  plundered  some 
of  the  islands  of  Zealand,  and  took  tlio  town  of  1435 
Flushing  by  assault.  But  shortly  after,  bluys  falling 
into  the  hands  of  Maximilian,  this  event  was  followed 
by  the  surrender  of  Bniges  and  Ghent.  Maximilian 
Was  acknowledged  protector  of  Flanders  during  the 
minority  of  Philip,  who  was  delivered  by  the  Ghenters 

'  Pont,  Ueut.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  1.   Snoi.  Rer,  Bat.,  lib.  xii., 
p.  176. 

^  Rccueil  des  Traite:},  torn,  i.,  x^.  272,   Commiues,  liv.  vi.,  chap.  9. 
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into  tlic  liands  of  his  father,  and  by  him  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  ^largaret  of  York,  Duchess-dowager  of 
Burgundy,  until  he  became  of  age«* 

Having  thus  for  a  time  ])i  oui,^lit  tlic  Flemings  into 
1406  subjection»  Maximilian  quitted  the  Netherlands  to 
attend  the  diet  at  Frankfort,  where  he  was  unani- 
lauubly  elected  King  of  the  Romans,  and  the  cere- 
mony of  his  coronation  performed  with  great  magni- 
ficence at  Aix.  The  crown  of  France  had  now 
devolved  ou  Charles  VIII.,  a  minor,  and  a  prince  of 
inferior  capacity,  but  the  government  during  his  mi- 
nority was,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  the  late  monarch, 
entrusted  to  his  eldest  daughter,  Anne,  wife  of  the 
Lord  of  Beaujeu.  This  sagacious  and  politic  princess 
had  entirely  adopted  her  father*8  views  respecting  the 
abasement  of  his  too  powerful  vassal,  and  in  order  to 
embarrass  Maximilian,  had  encouraged  the  resistance 
of  the  Flemings  to  his  authority,  by  making  with  them 
a  secret  treaty,  promising  them  all  the  assistance  iu 
her  power,  and,  in  consequence^  sent  into  Flanders  a 
subsidy  of  G50  lances  and  4000  infantry «>.  Provoked 
at  this  iutertercQce,  Maximilian,  immediately  upon  his 
return  from  Germany,  declared  war  against  France, 
and  counnenced  hostilities  in  Aj  tuis,  where  his  generals, 
JMontigny,  governor  of  Uaiuauit,  and  Saiazar,  governor 
of  Douay,  surprised  the  towns  of  Mortaigne  and  Terou- 
anne.  Shortly  after,  Maximilian  himself,  with  an 
army  of  12,000  men,  invaded  Picardy  in  person :  but 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaign  by  no  means  answered 
to  its  flattering  commencement.  JMaximilian,  alwajrs 
destitute  of  resources,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  undei^ 
take  the  siege  of  any  place  of  importance,  and  the 

'  Dc  la  Mardie,  lib.  ii.,  chap.  11,  12.   Pont.  Heut.  Bei.  AasLf  tib.  ii^ 
cap.  4,  5,  8. 

*  Uccijcil  (k's  Trait^fs,  torn,      p.  290,  2d8,  304^  305.  Pont,  Heut 
licr.  Aust.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  d,  6. 
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Swi^  and  Grermau  troops  iu  his  camp  becoming  dissa- 
tisfied for  want  of  paj,  the  French  commander,  Des- 
querdes,  fouml  means  to  tamper  succesbfuUv  with  their 
fidelity :  the  whole  of  the  latter  deserted  to  the  enemj, 
and  the  former  were  only  preTented  by  a  hasty  dis- 
missal from  following  their  example.  Iu  the  ensuing  1487 
year»  Teroiuume  was  re-taken  by  the  Ffench»  and  the 
Netherland  army  sustained  a  heavy  defeat  near  Be- 
ihone,  where,  among  others  of  the  nobility,  Charles 
Tan  !Egmond»  son  of  Adolphus,  duke  of  Guelderland, 
iras  taken  fniBoner^ 

Tlie  enfeebled  condition  to  which  Maximilian  was  14aa 
reduced  by  these  lossesy  encouraged  the  Flemings, 
whom  force  only  had  compelled  to  jicknowledf;;c  his 
authority,  once  more  to  revolt ;  and  the  spirit  of  disnf- 
lection  was  further  roused  by  Adrian  de  Villain,  lord 
of  Rassinghem,  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
former  disturbances  at  Ghent,  for  which  reason  Maxi- 
milian had  caused  him  to  be  seized  and  carried  prisoner 
to  Vilvoorden.    Having  bucceeded  in  effecting  his 
escape  from  thence,  he  returned  to  Ghent,  and  insti- 
gated the  Flemings  to  lay  before  Maximilian  a  petition 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances,  of  which  the 
principal  heads  were,  the  arbitrary  changes  made  in 
Uie  coin,  the  conferring  offices  on  foreigners,  the  pre- 
sence of  foreign  troops  in  the  county,  and  the  lavish 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  while  the  soldiers, 
both  native  and  foreign,  were  allowed  to  pluadei  the 
eoontry  for  want  of  pay^ 

Maximilian,  then  at  Bruges,  awaiting  the  assembly 
of  the  states-general  of  the  Netherlands,  not  only 
refused  to  remedy  these  grievances,  but,  as  it  was 
supposed,  harboured  a  design  of  making  hunself  master 

•  Pbnt  Heat  B«r.  Aturt.,  lib.  II.,  cap.  10, 11, 12. 
'  Idem,  lib.  it,  cap.  xu. 
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of  the  city  by  meutt  of  his  German  tioop&  Ahurmed 

at  this  idea,  the  burghers  of  Bruges  assembled  in  arms 
around  the  bannm  of  their  guilds  sebed  the  pecion 
of  MaximiMan  in  the  name  of  the  slates,  and  phoed 
him  in  close  oouhuement  in  a  house  called  Crauenbuig, 
bebnging  to  a  gvooer*  At  the  instfgatioa  of  sone 
deputies  »mt  from  Ghent^  they  then  proeeeded  to 
declare  Maximilian  incapable  of  exereisiug  the  guardian* 
ship  over  his  son,  or  of  gwveniipg  'his  states;  deposed 
and  imprisoned  the  magistrates,  electing  new  ones  ia 
their  stead;  and  threw  into  prison  several  of  the 
nobility  attendant  on  the  person  of  the  kiiig,  ten  of 
whom  they  delivered  up  to  the  citizens  of  Ghenti 
taking  a  bond,  however,  for  the  security  of  their  liveSi 
The  men  of  Bruges  afterwards  put  to  death  Peter  de 
LanghalSy  treasurer  of  JMaximiiiaUy  aud  schout  of  the 
eity,  having  cruelly  tortured  him  iqM>n  snqNoien  that 
he  had  advised  the  introdoetion  of  German  troops  into 
Bruges ;  and  Martin  Pajaart,  the  mediator  of  the  last 
accommodation  between  Maximilian  and  the  Flemings, 
suffered  a  like  fate  at  Client,  upon  an  accusation  that 
he  had  persuaded  Maximilian  to  enter  the  city  with 
6000  troops  instead  of  600,  according  to  his  promise : 
ten  of  the  most  worthy  citizens  of  Ghent,  whom,  in 
the  extremity  of  his  torture  he  had  named  as  his 
accomplices^  w«re  also  massacred 

Fearing  that  the  king  would  contrive  some  method 
of  escape  from  Cranenbuig^  the  citiiens  of  Bruges 
strongly  fortified  a  honse  belonging  to  Philip  of  Cloves, 
whither  they  removed  their  captive,  whose  courage  and 
magnanimity  during  this  trying  period  made  so  strong 
an  impression  even  upon  his  bitterest  enemies,  tliat 
though  kept  in  rigid  seciusion,  he  was  treated  with  the 

»  Metercn,  Nederlamlsdie  Hiatoirie,  boek  L,  fol,  6,   Pout.  Ueut  Rer. 
Aust,  lib.  i,  2,  3,  7,  li. 
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greatest  personal  regpect.  The  peace  which  had  faeea 
mode  with  France,  in  oppontion  to  the  wishes  of 

Maximilian^  y/as  renewed,  and  those  who  exercised 
paUic*  offioes  under  his  authority  were  forced*  upon 

pain  of  death,  to  resign  them,  the  administration  being 
henceforward  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  young 

The  deputies  of  the  states-general,  who  had  ficd 
fipom.  Bruges  .at  the  b^fioBing  of  the  tumult,  were 
agaia  smnmoned^  in  the  name  of  FiiHp,  at  Meofalin« 
whence  they  after waids  removed  to  Ghent.  In  this 
aas^ably,  the  depalies  £rom  the  states  of  Clandeta 
pesented  the  fdlowing  list  of  accusations  againat 
Maximilian  :«*-That  he  had  committed  the  guardianship 
of  the  yomig  prinoe's  person  to  Margaiet  of  Yoric,  in 
Hsu  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  ;  that  he  had  desi^rncd 
to  alienate  the  provinces  of  Bmbant,  Hainauit,  iloU 
hud,  Zeahmd,  and  Fiiealand,  as  fieft  escheated  to  the 
mpirc ;  that  he  had  plcdu-ed  and  squandered  the 
jewels  and  tapestry  belonging  to  the  house  of  Bur^ 
gaiidy ;  that  he  bad  made  war  upon  the  Flemings  as 
against  rebels,  although  they  were  no  subjects  of  his, 
and  had  thereby  obliged,  them  to  ba^e  recourse  to  the 
protection  of  their  liege  lord,  the  king  of  France:  that 
ho  had  waged  divers  unnecessary  and  useless  wars; 
that  he  had  exacted  illegal  impositions  by  force,  and 
established  tolls  in  nidation  of  their  privileges;  that 
he  had  prevented  the  assembling  of  the  states*general ; 
ttiat  he  had  conferred  the  offices  of  the  connty  on 
foreigners ;  and  that  he  had,  of  his  own  authority, 
coined  money  of  fictitious  value,  witli  the  impress  of 
his  armSf  instead  of  those  of  Duke  Philip.  Although 
not  relating  to  the  particular  history  of  Holland,  I 
have  stated  these  grievances  (not  the  less  real,  how* 

^  Pont,  llent*  Rer.  AvlsU^  Ub.  iii.,  ct^X).  3,  4. 
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ever  violent  and  seditious  the  means  'which  the 

Flemings  adopted  to  red i  ess  them)  somewhat  at  length, 
because  the  phacipal  of  them  were  of  a  similar  nature 
to  those  of  which  the  Dutch  had  constantly  to  com- 
plain, from  the  accesbiun  of  the  house  of  Burgundy  to 
the  deposition  of  Philip  IX.,  in  the  next  century'. 
The  states  of  the  other  Netherlands  earnestly  deeimi 
the  release  of  the  king :  an  embassy  had  been  sent  to 
the  same  eflfect  from  the  Gennan  princes;  and  the 
Flemings,  hearing  that  the  Emperor  Frederick  was  on 
his  march  to  deliver  his  son  from  their  hands»  con- 
sented to  a  treaty,  whereby  Maximilian  was  to  be  set 
at  liberty,  oa  conditfon  that  he  should  surrender  the 
government  of  the  Netherlands  to  Duke  Philip,  and 
withdraw  all  his  foreign  troops  firom  thence  within 
seven  days ;  he,  moreover,  promised  to  ])lacc  his  sou 
under  the  care  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  to  use 
his  best  endeavours  that  the  peace  with  France  should 
be  preserved,  and  the  interests  of  comuierce  provided 
for  by  moderating  the  tolls,  and  restoring  the  uniform 
value  of  money.  Maximilian  solemnly  swore  to  main- 
tain this  peace,  and  delivered  as  hostages  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  its  conditions,  Balthazar  van  Volkesteui,  and 
the  Count  of  Hanau,  to  Bruges ;  and  Philip  of  Gleyes, 
sou  of  the  Lord  of  Ravestein,  to  Ghent,  who  took  an 
oath,  that  if  he  failed  in  his  engagements,  they  would 
join  the  Flemings  against  him.  Maximilian  likewise 
promised  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  three  estates 
of  each  of  the  Netherland  provuices;  and  the  Flem'* 
ings,  on  their  side,  agreed  to  pay  to  the  king  50,000  lis 
d  or  for  the  losses  and  injuries  he  had  sustained  by 
their  revolt^.  On  the  conclusion  of  this  pacificatton 
Maximilian  was  set  at  liberty,  after  a  couHuement  of 

I  Mcteren,  boek    fol.  5. 

k  Metereo,  book  i.,  fol.  6,  Po&t.  Heat.  Ber.  Auat,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  0. 
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uearij  four  mouths*  duration*  But  by  this  time  tho 
Emperor  Frederic  bad  advanced  with  his  armjr,  con^ 
mting  of  4000  horse  and  11,000  intUiitry,  to  the 
izoatim  of  Bmbaat ;  and  Maximilian,  finding  himself 
diii8  supported,  made  no  scniple  of  violating  the 
engagements  he  had  so  solemi)  entered  into.  Hostili* 
ties  recommmeedi  and  the  emperor  undertook  the  siege 
rf  Ghent  itself.  He  was  forced,  however,  to  abandon 
\U  owing  to  the  brave  and  skilful  defence  made  by 
Philip  of  Cleves»  lord  of  Bavestein,  Maximilian's 
hostage,  who  ileclared  that  he  would  shed  the  last  (ln>p^ 
of  his  blood  in  defence  of  the  Flemings^  rather  than 
dishonour  himself  by  breaking  the  oath  he  had  sworn 
to  them.  Frederic,  finding  his  determination  to  adhere 
to  their  party  inflexible,  pronounced  the  ban  of  the 
empire  against  him  I 

After  having  cousumed  six  weeks  in  the  inedectual 
s^ge  of  Ghent,  the  emperor  returned  to  Crermany, 
leaving  Dnkc  Albert  of  Saxony,  with  liis  troops,  iu  the 
Netherlands,  in  the  quality  of  lieutenant-general  of 
the  King  of  the  Romans.  Meanwhile^  the  king  of 
Prance,  professing  himself  bound,  as  liege  lord  of 
Flanders,  to  deliver  bis  subjects  from  the  oppression 
of  Maximilian,  sent  a  considerable  reinforcement  of 
troops  to  Philip  of  Cleves,  who,  by  their  aid,  wa^ 
enabled  to  possess  himself  of  Brussels,  Louvain,  and 
several  places  in  Brabant;  the  garrison  of  the  port 
of  Sluys  likewise  declared  in  liis  favour.  The  insur* 
gents  imagining  that  Maximilian  would  now  prove 
amenable  to  conditions,  proposed  to  pay  him  the  biuu 
of  100,000  Bhenish  guilders,  if  he  would^  retire  into 
Germany,  and  leave  the  government  of  the  Nether- 


>  Sclun'uli,  Hist,  dee  Alle^  vol.  v.,  ohap.  26, 
Pout  Ueut.  Ber.  Aitat.,  lib.  ULy  cap.  11* 


Meteren,  boek  i.,  fol.  6. 


VOL.  I. 


Digitized  by  Google 


80G 


PHILIP  n. 


lands  to  the  reladons  of  Philip  by  the  mother's  tide; 

but  this  offer  was  indignantly  refused 

These  commotions  in  Fkuders  infused  new  life 
into  the  banidied  and  dispirited  hooks  of  Holland. 
Since  the  subjection  of  Utrecht  to  Maximntan,  in 
1488»  th^7  had  been  depriyed  of  a  place  of  rendesvoo^^ 
and  this  ^vas  now  afforded  them  by  the  possession  of 
Sluys  by  Pliilip  of  Cleves,  who  was  favourable  to  their 
party.  With  him,  thmfore,  they  made  an  agreement^ 
whereby  they  were  permitted  to  collect  at  Sluys  troops 
and  vessels  for  the  invasion  oi  Holland ;  and  Francis 
van  Biederode,  a  yonth  of  only  two^d«twenty,  but 
whose  family  had  ever  been  unflinching  supporters  of 
the  hook  party»  was  chosen  leader  of  the  proposed 
expedition. 

At  the  end  of  the  autumn,  they  had  assembled  a 
fleet  of  forty-eight  ships,  manned  by  2000  Hollanders 
and  Flemings,  with  which  Bnderode  sailed  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Maas,  through  a  channel  hitherto 
nnattempted*,  and  landing  at  Delftshaven,  vrith  ^500 
men,  the  ice  in  the  river  not  permitting  him  to  advance 
farther  by  water,  marched  to  Rotterdam.  A  few  of 
his  troops  passing  over  the  frozen  moat,  scaled  the 
wall,  and  opening  one  of  the  gates,  admitted  the 
remainder  within  the  town,  of  which  they  thus  became 
masters,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life.  Brederode 
lost  no  time  in  remodelling  the  government  and 
strengthening  the  fortifications,  and  Rotterdam  was 
soon  filled  with  exiles  of  the  hook  party". 

On  intelligence  of  these  events,  Maximilian  repaired 

"  Snoi.  Ror.  Bat.,  lib.  xii.,  p.  176.  MetereD|  boek  i.,fol.  C.  Pont. 
Ileut.  Rer.  Aiist.,  lib.  iii.,  cap.  12. 

Jonkheer  Frauscn  Uorlug.,  78 — 87,  111.  Suoi.  Ker.  Bat.,  lib.  xii., 
p.  177.   

*  Called  afkerwat^s^  <^  Jonker  Fnmkflgiit.'^ 
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to  Hidliiiid,  and  suminoned  an  ajnsemUy  of  the  states 

at  Leyden.  Here  it  was  resolved  to  besiege  Rotter-  1489 
dam  by  iaad  and  i?ater;  and  in  the  begmning  of 
Febraary,  a  condderable  anny  was  abeady  aasembled 
at  DelfU  The  AmsterdaniDiers,  in  reward  for  the 
leadinesa  whioh  they  manifeeted  to  march  agamat  thehr 
coDntiymen,  were  permitted  to  bear  the  Booian  crown 
^ove  their  arms^  The  conduct  of  tlie  expedition 
ma  entrusted  to  Martin  Polhain,  captaui-general  of 
Holland,  and  John  van  Egmond,  the  stadtholder:  the 
Maas  was  filled  with  vessels,  and  the  town  strictly 
blockaded  on  the  land  side.  Nevertheless,  the  beideged 
made  several  successful  sallies,  and  though  they  failed 
iu  moire  than  one  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  Schie- 
dam and  Oooda,  they  laid  the  whole  of  Delfthmd 
under  contribution,  and  surprized  Geertruydenberg, 
whidi,  however,  they  afterwards  abandoned,  on  pay- 
ment of  2000  <m)wnsP. 

At  length  provisions  began  to  fail  at  Rotterdam, 
and  Bredeiode  saw  himself  obliged  to  attempt  the 
passage  uj)  the  river  Lck,  in  order  to  obtain  neeessa- 
hes  ibr  the  supply  of  his  troops.  He  departed  irom 
Rotterdam  with  five^d-twenty  ships  for  this  purpose, 
but  fell  in  with  six  Austrian  men-of-war,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  vessels  from  Dordrecht  and  Gouda,  near 
S^eef  kerk,  where  the  Hollanders,  overpowered  by  the 
heavy  artillery  of  the  German  ships,  were  entirely 
defeated,  and  tiie  greater  part  of  their  fleet  destroyed, 
or  captured  by  the  enemy.  Shortly  after,  a  similar 
disaster  befell  John  van  Naaldwyk,  who  was  conducting 
one  hundred  boats  laden  with  com  and  wine  to  Rot- 
terdam <j.    Dispirited  by  these  untoward  circumstances, 

•  Iloxliom,  Theat.  Urb.  Holl.,  p.  265. 

»  Jonkheer  Fnuuen  Oorlog,  bl,  109— 198.    Pant.  Heutt  Iter,  Anstr. 
lib.  iii.,  oAp.  19« 
I  Snoi.  Ber.  Sat.,  lib,  xii«,  pt  17a* 
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the  brnghers  of  that  city  eamestly  besought  Bfederode 
to  accept  of  an  amnesty  oflfered  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  by  Martin  van  Polbain.  He  yielded  at  leiigtli, 
and  after  a  siege  of  six  months^  surrendered  the  town, 

engaging  to  evacuate  it  within  six  days,  and  leave  the 
whole  of  the  ammunition  behind*  Ue  himself  retired 
with  1060  men  to  Sluy8^ 

The  Flemings  had,  from  tlic  beginning  of  the 
troubles  until  this  time»  received  constant  aid  from 
France;  but  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  alliance 
with  that  country,  as  it  precluded  the  hope  of  further 
supplies^  paved  the  way  for  the  pacification  of  Flanders 
under  the  mediation  of  Charles  VIIL  Maximilian 
obtained  the  guardianship  of  his  son  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  county;  the  nobles  who  had  been  arrested 
at  Bruges  were  liberated  without  ransom;  tbe  magis- 
trates appointed  by  the  insurgents  in  Ghent»  Bruges, 
and  YpreSy  were  obliged  to  sue  for  pardon  dressed  in 
mourning,  barefoot,  bareheaded,  nngirded,  and  on  their 
knees;  and  the  province  of  Flanders  was  bound  to  pay  a 
sum  of  300,000  lis  d'or  in  three  years.  MaximiliaUt  on 
the  other  liaiid,  l  iig^aged  that  the  foreign  troops  should 
evacuate  the  country.  Philip  of  Cieves,  refusing  to  be 
included  in  the  peace,  strengthened  himself  in  Sloys^ 
whence  he  carried  ou  a  piratical  warfare  against  the 
vessels  of  Holland  and  Zealand^ 

The  long  wars,  and  the  large  sums  required  for  the 
pajrment  of  foreign  troops,  liad  occasifiued  so  great  a 
scarcity  of  specie  in  the  Netherlands^  that  the  nominal 
value  of  money  had  risen  by  degrees  to  three  times  its 
standard  value,  so  that  a  guilder,  the  original  value  of 
which  was  twenty  pence,  went  current  for  sixty-three 

*  Jonkheer  Fronsi'ii  Oorlocf,  ]>  232— -249. 

•  Metcren,  fol.  6.  Pont.  Heut.  Iter.  Aiist.,  lib.  iii.,  «ip.  18;  lil>.  iv., 
rap,  8.  Recueil  tit's  Traites,  torn,  i.,  2».  321,  020,  iiucoji,  HiaWrjr  of 
Hciii>'  VII.,  p.  82. 
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pence ;  a  real  of  fourpence-halfpeuny,  tose  to  fourteen 
pence;  and  the  peony  it  sell*  was  worth  the  nominal 
threepeiioe*haIipenny^.  The  price  of  proTisioiia  vm 
proportionably  enhanced :  people  hesitated  to  take 
money  of  such  hctitious  value;  and  the  king  himself 
reftised  to  receWe  it  in  payment  of  the  sentage  or 
Ruytergeld". 

A  reformation  of  the  coin  was  allowed  by  all  rank? 
of  men  to  haye  become  absolutely  necessary;  and 

those  who  ^vere  conversant  in  such  matters  universally 
agreed,  that  such  a  measure  must  be  adopted  with 
caution,  and  effected  by  slow  degrees.     Had  Maxi- 
milian abided  by  their  advice,  or  by  that  of  the  states 
of  the  provinces,  as  he  was  bound  by  thehr  charters  to 
do,  the  restoration  of  })eacG  and  the  renewal  of  com- 
merce would  have  enabled  him  to  effect  the  change 
in  the  coin  with  little  difficulty,  since  the  scarcity  of 
specie  in  the  Netherlands  Mould  infallibly  have  drawn 
it  thither  from  other  countries,  when  he  might  gradu- 
ally, and  with  great  benefit  to  the  states  have  restored 
the  coin  to  its  true  value.    Disregarding  alike,  how- 
ever, the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  the  maxims 
of  sound  policy,  Maximilian,  by  the  advice  of  the  Abb^ 
St.  B(  rtin,  and  some  other  ecclesiastics  equally  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  the  subject,  published  an  edict, 
reducing  at  once  tlie  denomination  of  the  coin  to 
somewhat  lower  than  its  real  value.    A  Henry  noble, 
which  had  been  current  for  nine  guilders,  or  180 
pence,  was  not  now  to  be  taken  above  fifty  pence; 
the  real  was  reduced  from  fourteenpence  to  fourpence- 
halfpenny;  and  the  receivers  of  the  Ruytergeld  were 
commanded  to  take  in  none  but  the  standard  coin. 
This  measure  proved  a  greater  injury  to  the  state  thaj(i 

^  RechetdieB  tur  le  Commerce,  torn,  t,  p«  121  et  8e<|.   Velins  Hoom, 
bl.82,  •  Rech. 
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the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy.  The  price  of  pro- 
Tisions^  instead  of  fallings  rose  still  higher ;  men  sought 
to  evade  i^iyment  in  the  new  coin  of  the  debts  which 
they  bad  borrowed  in  the  old*;  specie,  both  gold  and 
siiver,  found  its  way  to  Ghent  and  Bruges,  where, 
before  the  pacification,  it  was  current  at  the  hi<rh 
denomination;  and  the  merchants  of  England,  Frauce, 
and  Gennimy,  preferred  talcing  money  for  their  wares 
to  exchanginjpf  them  for  otliors  as  heretofore.  Thiis 
the  circulating  medium,  instead  of  increasing,  continued 
daily  to  diminish,  wliile  the  resources  of  the  eountfy 
were  exhausted  by  civil  dissensions  and  the  presence 
of  a  foreign  soldiery^. 

While  Holland  was  labouring  under  the  diflScnlties 
t>ccasioned  by  the  edict  of  Maximilian,  Albert  of  Saxony, 
his  lieutenant-general  in  the  Netherlands^  being  deter- 
mined to  deprive  the  hooks  of  the  only  two  places  of 
1490  refuge  which  yet  remained  to  them,  Montfort  and 
Woerden,  marched  to  the  siege  of  the  former.  Brede- 
rode,  on  the  other  hand,  equipped  at  Sluys  a  fleet  of 
thirty-eight  ships,  and  assuming  the  command  of  it 
under  the  appellation  of  Stadtholder  of  Holland,  Zea- 
land, and  Friezland,  in  the  service  of  the  young  Count 
Philip,  sailed  to  Zealand,  where  his  troops  plundered 
the  islands  of  Overflakke  and  Duyveland,  and  thence 
advanced  almost  to  the  gates  of  Dordrecht,  sett  id i:  on 
fire  several  houses  in  its  vicinity.  They  then  retreated 
to  Schouwen,  where  they  were  attacked  in  the  channel 

"  Meteren,  foU  6.  Gioote  Cbronyck^  divis.  zzxL,  cap.  SS,  72.  Ydius 
Ilootn,  bl.  83. 

*  "  No  s^Qper,**  says  the  lii^toriun,  was  the  ramour  of  the  inlmtiffrf 
altcrat'Mn  of^  the  coin  spreoJ  /abroad,  than  the  unwonted  sight  was  seen  of 
d^tors  hurrying  to  tlicir  creditors  with  bogs  of  money,  insisting  upon 
being  allowed  to  pay  their  debts  iinTnedlatol y,  ^vllIlo  the  creditors  care- 
fully conccale  l  tliomselvcs  frf)in  t  lie  sight  of  their  debtoiN,  \n  avoid  their 
olicrs  of  ^ymeuU''   l*ont,  HvuU       AusLf      m,,  ca|^.  10. 
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of  Bfouwershaven  by  a  number  of  Holland  and  Zealand 
Tes86l%  under  the  commaud  of  John  van  Eginoiid ;  and, 
atthooi^  eonndmubl j  inferior  in  foree»  defended  them- 
selves  with  undaunted  courage,  until  the  fall  of  the 
Ude  le£t  sii^teen  of  their  ships  aground.  The  hooks 
tbereopon  landed,  when  another  desperate  fight  com- 
menced, which  was  teruiiuated  by  Brederode  and  two 
of  his  retatives  being  wounded  and  taken  pzisoners^ 
the  troops  were  all  either  captured  or  slain.  John  of 
Naaldjwk,  who  had  during  this  time  held  on  the 
engagement  at  sea,  escaped  with  nine  ships  to  Slujs^. 
ft^derode  was  confined  at  Dordrecht,  where  he  shortly 
after  died  of  his  wounds.  Hopeless  of  relief  Montfort 
capitiilated,  after  a  siege  of  four  months,  Woerden 

being  included  in  the  treaty.  After  the  surrender  of 
these  places,  the  unfortunate  hooks  either  retreated  to 
Sluys,  or  continued  roving  about  the  seas  until  the 
next  vear,  when  events  occurred  in  IIoHand  which 
gave  them  hopes  of  regaining  a  footing  in  the  county*. 
The  sudden  alteration  of  the  coin,  the  enormous  taxes 
laid  on  the  industrious  classes*,  and  the  waste  of  pro- 
visions occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  sliips 
which  brought  supplies  to  the  contending  parties  in 
the  late  civil  wai-s,  had  reduced  the  people  to  extreme 
poverty,  insomuch  that  many  substantial  householders 
were  brought  to  actual  beggary.  The  price  of  wheat 
was  raised  to  thirteen  pence  a  bushel;  and  the  list  of 
poor  who  received  weekly  donations  of  bread  amounted 
in  Leyden  to  10,000,  to  a  still  greater  number  in 

*  Jonkh«er  Fraoaen  Oorlog,  253—266. 

*  MeteivD,  boek  L,  fol.  7.  Jonkheer  Fripsen  Oorlog,  bl.  268.  SdoL 
Bcr.  fiat.,  Ub.  zil.,  p.  178. 


*  The  nobles  were  stiU  exempt  from  taxation,  except  the  payment  of 
the  Bnyteigeld.  Grotlus,  lul.^  &c.,  p.  164. 
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Amsterdaniy  and  to  above  2000  in  the  small  town  of 

Iloomy. 

Notwithstanding  the  impoverished  condition  of  the 
conntiy,  the  Buytergeld  was  exacted  with  the  utmost 
strictness,  and  even  severity.  Many  of  the  jioorer 
inhabitants  of  Kemmerland^  West  Frieslandi  mud 
Waterlandy  were  utterly  unable  to  provide  for  its 
payment^  and  the  stadtholder,  John  van  Egmond, 
interpreting  their  inability  as  contumacy,  pat  him- 
1491  self  at  the  head  of  some  troops,  with  a  determination 
to  extort  it  by  force.  The  slaughter  of  two  of  the 
recusants  roused  to  vengeance  the  already  irritated 
multitude,  wlio  took  up  arms,  and  hastened  to  Alkmaar, 
ITooru,  and  other  towns»  in  order  to  gain  partisans. 
In  this  manner  began  a  ruinous  agrarian  war,  called  in 
the  country  the  "  Casenibrotspel,"  or  bread  aud  cheese 
sport,  '  as  being  carried  on  by  the  lower  order  of  people, 
who  subsisted  chiefly  on  these  articles  of  food*.  At 
Alkmaar  the  Kemmerlanders,  exclaiming  that  they 
would  rather  die  lighting  than  perish  by  starvation* 
attacked  the  house  of  the  receiver,  Nicholas  Korf,  who 
had  made  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious  by  his  ra])acity 
and  extortion,  plundered  and  destroyed  it ;  they  like* 
wise  killed  one  of  his  servants,  and  had  be  not  fbrtii« 
nately  been  absent,  he  himself  must  have  shared  the 
same  fate.  The  number  of  insurgents  daily  augmenting, 
Egmond  was  obliged  to  desist  from  the  exaction  of  the 
Eiivtergeld,  and  the  senate  of  Haarlem  sent  deputies 
to  Alkmaar,  to  assure  the  malcontents  that  an  assembly 
of  tlie  states  was  about  to  be  held  at  the  IIa|rue,  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  their  grievances.  By  this  promise, 

^  Schryver*s  Graaven,  deel.  ii.,  bl.  467.    Vcliitt  Hoorn^  bl«  S4.  Ann. 
Egniond :  p.  132. 

«  VcliuB  Uooni,  bl.  86. 


Digitized  by  Google 


313 


aad  the  oessatioH  of  the  tax,  the  people  were  appeased 
for  the  time*. 

is  o  sooner  had  the  intelligence  of  these  commotions 
leached  John  van  Naaldywk  at  Sluys,  than  he  took 
measures  to  turn  tliciu  to  the  advantatje  of  the  hook 
party.  Leaving  Shiys  with  a  small  fleet,  he  lauded  at 
Wjk  on  the  8ea»  which  he  surprised;  and  proceeding  to 
the  Marsdiep,  took  ]>ossessiou,  without  difficulty,  of 
Tezel  and  Wieringen,  persuading  the  inhabitants  that 
he  was  come  to  release  them  from  their  oppressive 
burdens,  lie  likewise  attempted  to  make  bimself 
master  of  Hootn  and  Enkhuysen,  but  the  burghers  of 
these  towns,  although  strongly  inclined  to  the  hook 
party,  dreaded  lest,  by  opening  their  gates  to  him,  they 
should  draw  on  themselves  a  siege,  which  the  anuiU 
assistance  he  could  afford  would  not  enable  tlieni  to 
sustain,  l^mding  himself  thwarted  in  thi^  design^ 
Naaldwyk  again  retired  to  Sluys,  after  having  inter^ 
rupted  the  navigation  of  the  Zuyderzee  during  the 
whole  summer^ 

The  complaints  of  the  people  of  North  Holland 
were,  according  to  tiie  promise  of  the  senate  of  Haarlem, 
broaght  before  the  states  at  the  Hague,  but  so  &r  from 
being  redressed,  that  they  were  met  by  a  new  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  stadtholder,  of  a  tax  of  two  Andrew's 
guilders  (three  shillings  and  sixpence,)  upon  every 
house.  In  proportion  to  the  expectations  the  peojile 
had  formed  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result  ftom  the 
meetmg  of  the  states,  was  their  rage  at  findhig  them- 
selves  disaj)pointed.  Deputies  from  all  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Kemmerland  and  West  Friezland,  except 
Bnkhuysen,  assembled  together  at  Hoom,  where  it  was 
puanimoubly  resolved  to  pay  no  more  Buytergeld. 

*  Pont.  Ilciit.  lUr.  Aust ,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  0.    Ydius  Iloorn,  bh  8d,8(l. 
^  Groote  Ciiroii)  ck,  (UvU.  suuu.,  ch£^,  74, 
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The  insnTgentfi  then  divided  themselves  into  troops 
and  companies  under  banners  whereon  bread  aud 
dieeiB  vms  painted  as  a  device;  many  of  them  also 
bore  small  morsels  of  the  same  fastened  to  their  dress, 
signifying  that  to  obtain  this  was  the  object  of  the 
war:  a  part  were  quartered  in  Hoom  and  the  remafaidbr 
at  Alkmaar.  The  burghers  of  Ilooin,  however,  soon 
becoming  weary  of  such  troublesome  guests,  induced 
them,  by  fiur  words  and  presents,  to  leave  the  town, 
when  Alkniaar  was  made  the  chief  place  of  rendezvous*. 

From  hence  the  stadtholder  determined  to  dislodge 
them,  and  began  his  march  thither  for  that  purpose ; 
but  the  insurgents  having  obtained  a  knowledge  of  hia 
1402  design,  laid-  an  ambush  in  his  routes  which  he  hardly 
escaped  by  a  speedy  retreat!  this  advantage  raised  their 
courage  still  higher,  and  in  order  to  achieve  something 
of  importance  before  he  should  oome  upon  them  with 
an  increased  force,  they  marched  on  the  third  of  May 
to  secure  Haarlem,  where  tl)(  y  had  many  partizaas 
among  the  burghers.  Upon  their  presenting  themseWes 
before  tlie  walls,  the  senate  refused  them  admittance ; 
but  some  of  their  friends  within  the  town  having  bioken 
down  one  of  the  gates,  the  whole  body  rushed  in,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  considerable  number  of  Haarlem- 
mers,  proceeded  to  the  town  ball,  which  they  quickly 
mastered,  put  to  death  the  treasurer,  Nicholas  van 
Ruyvcn,  the  schout,  and  two  of  the  sheriiis.  They 
then  proceeded  to  plunder  the  houses  of  most  of  the 
rich  burghers,  broke  open  and  rifled  the  treasurer's  aud 
orphan's  chests,  and  tore  in  pieces  many  of  the  charters 
and  documents  appertaining  to  the  town.  The  next  day^ 
however,  a  stop  was  put  to  the  pillage,  and  the  insur- 
gents, to  the  number  of  SUOU,  quitted  Haarlem  to 
undertake  the  siege  of  Leyden.   The  stadtholder  with 

'  Y«Uu8  Hoorn,  bl,  8d,  80. 
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some  of  the  nobility  and  troops  were  already  in  that 
ett^y  and  had  erected  a  fort  outside  the  prmci})al  gate. 
The  besiegers,  hxnng  taken  the  fort  by  assault^  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  some  houses  near  the  gate,  when 
TO  brisk  a  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  garrison^  that  they 
were  slroek  ^th  a  general  panic,  and  began  to  retreat. 
JAeing  pursued  by  the  stadtholder,  they  broke  their 
ranks  and  fled.  Many  were  slain  and  made  prisoners^ 
and  the  remainder  took  refnge  in  Haarlem  in  confusion 
and  disorder**. 

Egmond  peroeiTing,  from  this  occurrence,  that  the 
undisciplined  bands  of  the  insurgents  were  totally 
unable  to  Avitli stand  the  attack  of  regular  troops, 
Bolicited  Duke  Albert  of  Saxony  to  send  some  German 
infantry  to  his  aid.  Tliese  were  soon  followed  by  the 
duke  in  person,  who,  with  8000  foreign  soldiers,  en« 
camped  in  the  country  alout  Haarlem,  when  numerous 
bkirmishes  were  fought  between  the  Germans  and  the 
Kemmerlanders,  in  one  of  which,  near  Heemskerk,  the 
insurgents  were  defeated,  and  more  than  600  slain. 
The  German  troops  then  took  possession  of  Bever\\7k 
snd  the  rest  of  the  tillages  in  the  Ticinity  of  Haarlem, 
exercising  nnboanded  license  and  rapine,  and  con- 
fRuniog  the  little  that  was  left  of  the  exhausted 
resources  of  the  country  ^ 

On  the  news  of  the  ill  success  at  Heemskerk,  the 
Haarlcmmers  caused  the  Ki  ninK  i  landei's,  and  the 
soldiers  they  had  hired  from  Guelderland  and  Cleyes, 
to  evacuate  the  town,  and  sent  deputies  to  tender  their 
submission  to  the  duke,  who  repaired  thither  about  the 
middle  of  May ;  he  was  received  with  every  demon- 
stration of  respect,  and  the  keys  of  the  gates  offered  to 

*  Mi  teron,  boek  i.,  fol.  7.  PooU  Hettt.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  6» 

XAhiH  I  loom,  bl.  87. 

*  VouL  Hcut,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  7.  Veliufi  Uoois,  bL  Hi,  HQ, 
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liiin.  Soon  after  liis  entry,  in  order  to  strike  terror 
into  the  people,  he  eommaaded  a  gallows  to  be  erected 
in  the  market-place,  where  some  of  the  infiurgents  were 
afterwards  executed ^ 

Dispirited  by  the  surrender  of  Uaarlem,  the  Kern- 
merlanders  and  West  Friezlanders  likewise  despatched 
deputies  to  Albert,  to  offer  their  submission,  and  sue 
for  pardon,  which  was  granted  only, upon  yery  harsh 
conditions.  The  privileges  of  Haarlem,  Hoom,  and 
Alkniaar,  as  well  as  tliose  of  the  other  towns  of  North 
Holland,  were  abolished,  and  the  dticens  of  the  latter 
were  obliged  to  destroy  its  fortifications  at  their  own 
expense*.  Heavy  fines  were  imposed,  not  only  on  the 
whole  province  of  North  Holland  and  West  Friesland, 
which  was  condemned  to  pay  also  a  yearly  tax  of  three- 
pence upon  every  house,  but  upon  each  town  in  parti- 
cular;  all  such  poisons  as  bad  either  been  actively 
concerned  in  the  insun  oction,  or  were  guilty  of  aidiug 
or  advising  the  insurgents,  besides  twenty-five  from 
Alkmaar,  fiity  from  Kemmerland,  and  one  hundred 
from  VivHt  Friezland,  were  excluded  from  the  benefit 
of  the  pardon,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  plea* 
sure  of  the  stadtholder.  The  Duke  of  Saxony  then 
made  a  progression  through  North  Holland,  and 
changed  everywhere  the  governments  of  the  towns^. 

Thus  ended  the  bread  and  cheese  war  In  Holland> 

'  Pont.  Ileut.,  V\h.  iv.y  cap,  7. 

*  Grooie  Chro&yck,  divts.  xxxL,  cap,  76, 77,  7a.  Velius  Hoon,  U* 
£8,80. 

♦  It  was  a  priuciplc  of  policy  with  the  arbitraiy  princes  of  the  bouje 
of  Durgiindy  and  Austria,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  strength  and  WmII^ 
in  the  **good  towns."  De  Witt,  Politike  Gmden,  p.  307.  Mvd- 
poinan,  when  petitioned  hy  the  biujgfactt  of  Amstardtm  ibr  peimlirios 
to  sononnd  their  town  with  a  stone  wall,  sneeringly  replied,  that  if  >^ 
were  not  for  the  intettine  wan  in  which  they  delighted,  a  silken  tbici^ 
round  the  town  would  be  snifiGient  to  protect  thenu  Pont.  Bent.  Ber* 
Avsk,  lib.  W.,  cop,  7,  p«  114. 
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which  lias  been  dwelt  u])on  more  at  lenpftli  than  the 
subject  would  seem  to  demand,  because  it  was  the  last 
effort  made  for  a  oonsidenible  time  by  the  Hollanders 
against  the  increasing  power  and  extortion  of  their 
ooonts.  They  had  always  been  the  losers  when  they 
attempted  by  force  of  arms  to  assert  or  extend  their 
privileges ;  they  had  obtained  them  only  in  exchange  for 
the  gold  which  they  neyer  spared  in  the  cause ;  both 
strength  and  gold  failed  them  now;  beaten  and  insulted 
by  a  foreign  soldiery,  crushed  to  the  earth  by  the 
weight  of  merciless  impositions,  they  had  neither  spirit 
nor  resources  to  resist  the  arljitrary  measures  of  their 
sovereigiL  The  miserable  remnant  of  the  hook  or 
popular  party  melted  so  entirely  away,  that  we  hear  of 
them  no  more  in  Holland:  the  county,  formerly  a 
power  respected  in  itself  was  now  become  a  small  and 
desfHsed  portion  of  an  overgrown  state ;  and  had  It  not 
been  that  the  elastic  spirit,  peculiar  perhaps  to  a  com* 
mmial  people^  was  enabled  to  rouse  itself  once  more 
uiider  the  ibsteriDg  care  of  a  wise  and  gentle  female 
ruler,  Holland  might  have  appeared  on  the  page  of 
history  only  as  one  of  the  lifeless  members  belonging 
to  the  unwieldy  body  of  the  A  astro-Spanish  empire. 

81uy8»  in  Flanders,  which  had  for  some  time  past 
afforded  a  refuge  to  the  banished  hooks,  was,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  war  in  Holland,  besieged  by  Duke 
Albert.  A  fleet  of  forty  ships  of  war,  with  thirteen 
large  vessels  culled  hulks,  and  thirty  hoys,  supplied  by 
Holland,  besides  twenty-two  vessels  from  England, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  occupied 
the  harbour,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  land  forces, 
hotly  bombarded  the  town  for  several  days:  never* 
theless  Philip  of  Cleves  refused  to  surrender  until,  by 
some  accident,  the  powder  magazine  blew  up,  when 
he  consented  to  highly  favourable  terms  offered  by 
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the  duke,  and  retired  with  John  van  Naaldwyk  to  • 

France**. 

Maximiliaa  left  the  conduct  of  aflBun  in  the  Netbeiw. 

lands  entirely  to  his  lieutenant,  Albert  of  Saxony,  since 
he  himself  was  sufficiently  occupied  with  other  matters 
and  among  the  zest  with  the  hostile  meaauies  he  was- 

about  to  pursue  againi^t  the  court  of  Fi*ance.  Befoio 
the  couclusiou  of  the  last  peace  at  Frankfort,  in  1488, 
Maximilian  had  made  an  alliance  with  Henry  VII«  of 
England,  who  was  on  the  point  of  sending  troops  into 
Brittany,  to  protect  the  duohy,  then  governed  by  a 
female  and  a  minor,  against  the  hostile  designs  of 
Charles  YIII.  of  France ;  and  shortly  after  the  Duchess 
Anne  was  induced  by  the  influence  of  Henry  to  oqih 
sent  to  a  marriage  by  proxy  with  Maximilian,  writhoot 
the  permiRsion  or  knowledge  of  her  li^;e  lord,  the 
King  of  France.  To  gnard  against  the  consequraoes 
of  a  step  at  which  Charles  might  reasonably  take  um- 
J490  brage,  JVIaximilian  entered  into  a  fresh  treaty  with  the 
King  of  England,  whereby  eaoh  party  bound  himself 
to  declare  war  against  France,  in  caj^e  the  king  should 
invade  Brittany  ^ 

Since  the  death  of  Francis  IL,  the  last  duke,  the 
King  of  France  bad  earnestly  desired  to  unite  this 
duchy  to  the  French  crown,  and  he  now  perceived  that 
the  accomplishment  of  his  project  would  be  impossible, 
if  the  marriage  between  Maximilian  and  the  youug 
duchess  should  be  Mly  completed.  He  hunself  had 
been  contracted,  in  the  year  1482,  to  Margaret 
daughter  of  Maximilian,  and  in  the  summer  of  the 
ensuing  year  the  young  ]>rince8s  made  her  pubHo  entiy 

«»  Metercn,  1h u  k  ;  ,  fnl.  7.    P. nt.  ileufc.  Ber.  Auftt^  lik  iv,  cap. fl. 
BiitWs  llistoijy  ot  ilciiiv  A  ll.,  ]).  B4. 
'  Hym.  Fa  d.,  toin.  xii.,  ;v>f{— 3C0.   Bacou's  Henry  VII.,  p.  C7. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PBnjF  n 


into  Paris,  where  she  was  solemnly  betrothed  to  the 
kiagv  and  had  ever  since  remaiucd,  bearing  the  title, 
6M  €ft  daaphineiSi  and  afterwards  of  Qaeeii  of  France. 
Notwithstanding  the  obstacles  presented  by  these 
dasUe  eepanaak,  diaries  detennined,  siaoe  Maximilian 
i^iettred  in  no  hnrrj  to  condnde  his  mamafe  with 
Anne;^  to  solicit  her  hand  for  himseUl  Having  tliere* 
fofe  obtained  a  dispensation  from  the  pope^  and  secured 
the  friendship  of  the  most  inflnential  advisers  of  tho 
joimg  duchess,  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  poweriul 
ttnny  to  the  firontiefs  of  Brittanjr.  A  wooer  in  such  a 
iruise  was  likely  soon  to  dispel  all  doubts  upon  the 
propriety  of  entering  into  a  second  cuutract;  and,  im- 
pelted  as  well  by  the  adirice  of  her  conrtiers,  as  by  the 
dauger  wiiich  threatened  her  states,  Anne  euiisented, 
though  not  without  some  difficolty,  to  the  proposed 
union :  by  the  articles  of  the  manriage  trealy,  Brittany 
was  permanently  united  to  the  crown  of  France^ 

Maximilian,  thus  at  one  stroke  deprived  of  his 
bride,  and  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  seeing 
iiis  daughter  raised  to  the  throne  of  France,  breathed 
nothing  but  Tengeance.  He  immediately  sent  am- 
bassadors to  the  King  of  luigland  and  to  Ferdinand 
VII.  of  Spain,  to  incite  them  to  hostilities  against  the 
French  Ungr  and  found  both  monarchs  fevourably 
iiicliued  to  his  views.  Ferdinand  was  willing  to  under- 
take a  war  with  France,  in  order  to  regain  possession 
of  Per])ignan  and  Roussillon,  pledged  by  his  predecessor, 
John,  king  of  Arragou,  to  Louis  Xl^and  Henry  gladly 
availed  himself  of  a  pretext  always  popukr  with  the 
English  nation,  to  extort  subsidies  from  his  ]Kirliament. 
These  were  now  unsparingly  granted,  and  the  king 
prepared  an  army  of  25,000  foot,  and  1600  horsey  for 
the.  invasion  of  France. 

^  Bacon,  p.  68,  RecaeQ  det  Tiaites,  torn,  i.,  p,  340. 
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Tlie  issue  of  the  expedition  was  nearly  similar  to* 
that  uu  lt  rtakeu  by  £ilward  IV.  in  fayour  of  Charles 
the  Bold;  since  negotiations  for  peace  were  already 
commenced  when  the  king  lauded  at  Calais.  Fhu  am- 
bassadors he  had  sent  to  Maximilian  found  ou  tlieir 
arrival  that  his  real  power  fell  Tery  fiur  short  of  what 
his  magnificent  lirufejsrsions  iiad  led  men  to  expect ;  and 
that,  in  fact,  no  assistance  was  to  be  hoped  for  from 
him,  since  he  was  totally  unprovided  with  money  or 
troops.  At  the  same  time  that  the  ambassadors 
returned  with  this  information,  intelligence  was  brought 
to  Henry's  camp,  that  Perpignan  and  Boussillon  were 
restored  to  the  King  of  Arragou.  By  this  cession,  all 
pretext  for  war  was  taken  from  the  latter,  and  his  long 
contests  with  the  Moors  had  left  him  but  little  incli- 
nation for  it^  Henry,  to  whose  avaricious  disposition 
the  expenses  of  a  war  were  utterly  insupportable,  was 
well  pleased  to  make  the  inactivity  of  his  allies  an 
excuse  for  concluding  a  separate  peace,  and  as  Chariczi 
was  at  this  time  intent  upon  the  expedition  he  under- 
took  about  a  year  alter  iuto  Italy,  he  was  content  to  [uir- 
cU^  it  at  a  tolerably  high  price.  He  engaged  to  pay 
Henry,  on  the  withdntwal  of  his  troops,  620,000  crewnSi 
in  discharge  of  the  debt  contracted  by  the  Uuchess 
of  Brittany,  and  125,000  as  arrears  due  from  King 
H93  Louis  to  £dward  IV.*   The  same  cause  which  made 

»  Bocoii,  p.  70,  07,  88,  8<).   Recucil  dcs  Tmitea,  torn,  L,  p.  375. 

•  Bacon  (p.  00),  and  after  him  Ilunn  (vol.  iii.,  dmp.  2o,  p.  354),  says 
that  Charles  cnsjaged  to  pay  Ileory  a  yearly  pension  of  26,0CK)  crowu-^, 
besides  the  74o,()00  crowns  ;  but  we  find  stated  in  llynier's  Focdera,  only 
the  two  sums  of  620,000  and  12.'5,00O  crowns  to  1  l  paid  in  half-yearly 
instalments  of  25,000  crowns  till  the  whole  should  he  discharged.  Vi*l. 
tom.  xii.,  p.  600,  and  the  several  ae<iuiLUmces  by  King  Henry,  p.  520— 
649,  and  passim.  Hume  was  probahly  led  into  error  from  liaving  over* 
looked  the  treaty,  which  is  misplaced  iu  the  edition  of  the  Foederi 
fefened  to  bj  hun« 
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Chiries  desirous  of  preserving  peace  with  England^ 
proiDptetl  liiiii  to  conclude  a  treaty  most  advantageous 
to  Hftzimilian,  yfherehj  the  eotuities  of  Burgundy, 
Artois,  and  Charolois,  and  the  barony  of  Nayers,  part 
of  the  marriage  portic»i  of  Maigaiet  of  Austria,  were 
Hirrendered  to  Maximilian  as  guardian  of  his  son 
Philip,  and  the  princess  herself  restored  to  her  father"", 
Philip  was  now  nearly  seventeen,  and  Maximilian 
becoming  Emperor  of  Germany  by  tho  death  of  his 
fiither  in  the  month  of  August  of  this  year,  determined 
to  disembarrass  himself  of  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  on  whose  obedience  he  could  place  but 
little  dependence  during  bis  frequent  absences  in  Ger-* 
many.  He  caused  Philip,  therefore,  to  be  acknowledged 
as  Duke  of  Brabant  in  bepteuiber,  whence  he  repaired 
to  Geertruydenberg,  where  the  states  of  Holland  were 
assembled.  The  president  of  the  council  declared  to  1494 
the  states*  in  the  name  of  Philip,  that  he  was  inclined 
to  swear  to  the  privileges  granted  by  Philip  I.  and 
Charles  of  Burgundy  and  their  ancestoi-s ;  yet  that  ha 
annulled,  and  considered  as  invalid,  such  as  they  had 
obtained  since  the  death  of  Duke  Charles,  permitting 
only  "  for  private,  and  particular  reasons*,"  the  towns 
of  Delft>  Leyden,  Gouda,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Schiedam,  to  elect  their  councils  as  they  had  done 
8iuce  that  time,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five* 
He  added  further,  that  he  was  not  unwilling,  provided 
allegiance  were  sworn  on  these  termsj,  to  grant  the 
people  such  new  privileges  as  were  not  inconsistent 
with  his  dignity.    On  this  footing  ho  was  unanimously 

^  Uym,  Feed.,  torn.  xLi.,  p.  600,  et  80(£.   Rocueil  des  Traitea,  torn,  i., 

f .  m 

•  The  reasons  were,  that  as  tlu^e  towu.s  were  frequently  in  the  hal»it 
of  ftUvancini*  loans  in  cased  of  necessity,  it  wiia  necessary  to  conciliate 
Hmr  good-will. 

VOL,  I,  Y 
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|U)knowledged  cotmt  by  the  states  of  HoHand,  and 

shortly  after  in  Zealand.  In  the  next  yiur,  Philip 
engaged  himself  until  he  was  twenty-fiTe  not  to  bestow 
the  offices  of  the  county  on  foreignefSy  and  not  to  grant 
letters  of  reprisal  in  Holland  without  the  advice  of 
the  stadtholder  and  oonncil.  He  likewise  gaye  an 
unconditional  promise  never  to  coin,  or  alter  the 
standard  of  money,  or  to  lay  on  any  new  tolls  without 
the  consent  of  the  states.  He  refused  to  grant  many 
other  privileges  which  the  states  deemed  necessary  to 
the  wel&re  of  the  county;  n^yertheless,  as  he  was 
exempt  from  the  restless  disposition  «id  military  pro- 
]>en8ities  ot  his  father  and  grandfather,  the  people 
enjoyed  repose  and  comparative  happiness  under  his 
government,  and  trade  and  commerce  once  more  began 
to  flourish". 

To  these,  one  of  the  first  acts  of  his  administmtioa 

was  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial.  The  commerce 
with  £ngland  had  been  for  some  time  impeded  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Duchess-dowager  Margaret  of  York, 
who,  though  a  woman  of  virtue  and  intelligence,  was 
deeply  imbued  with  the  prejudices  and  party  hatied 
which  the  long  civil  wars  between  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster  had  ( iigentlerod  in  the  minds  of  -  all 
ranks  of  men  in  England.  Being  unable  to  mdnie 
with  patience  that  the  throne  should  be  occupied  by  a 
member  of  the  family  she  detested,  she  made  her  court 
the  sanctuary  and  stronghold  of  rebels  against  Henry's 
government.  She  had  countenanced  and  encouraged 
the  impostures  both  of  Lambert  Simnel  and  Perkin 
Warbeck,  assisting  the  fonner  with  a  force  of  2000 
Germans,  under  a  soldier  of  fortune,  Martin  Zwart; 
while  the  attempt  of  the  latter  was  planned  chiefly  by 
her,  to  be  executed  at  the  very  time  that  the  king  was 

"  Groot  Fhlcaai.,  deeL  ir.,  hi  a  Veliiis  Hooni,  bL  90. 
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engaged  in  the  war  with  France  on  behalf  of  Maximi« 
ika*  I>iuiiig  the  delay  caused  by  the  uneKpeeted 
eondittioii  <tf  peace  between  England  and  Fiance^ 
Maigar^t  entertained  Perkiu  with  royal  honour  at  her 
eciirl»  and  the  demand  which  Henry's  ambassadoia 
made  after  the  accession  of  Philip  that  lie  should  bo 
surrendered,  waa  ccuoslantly  refusedt  upon  the  plea  that 
no  one  had  a  right  to  int^ere  with  the  authority  of 
the  ducheas-dowager  iu  the  states  which  constituted 
lier  dowiy.  In  coiuequence  of  this  refusal.  King 
Henry  banished  tiiu  Netherland  inereluuits  from  Eng- 
land, and  recalled  the  English  company  of  merchant 
adTentorers  resident  at  Antwerp ;  and  Philip,  by  Way 
of  reprisal,  commanded  all  the  resident  £nglibh  mer- 
chants to  quit  the  Netherhmds^ 

Whether  or  not  Philip  took  any  share  in  the  sub- 
sequent enterprise  of  Perkin  Warbeck,  he  siu:ceeded 
so  entirely  in  remoTing  from  the  mind  of  Henry  any 
suspicion  that  such  was  the  case,  that  a  cummercial 
treaty  of  the  most  friendly  nature  was  now  concluded 
between  the  two  sovereigns,  commonly  styled  in  the 
Netherlands  the  Grand  Treaty  of  Coumierce*;'  The  l-m 
fint  aiticJe  of  agreement  purported,  that  neither  the 
duke  himself,  nor  the  Duchess  Mai-^gai-et,  should,  upon 
say  pretext  whatever,  harbour,  counsel,  or  favour  the 
rebels  or  fugitives  fipom  England.  The  ports  of  both 
nations  were  thrown  open  under  certain  regulations  to 
all  kinds  of  meiachandize  (bullion  excepted)  coming 
from  either;  the  entire  liberty  of  fishing  on  both 
coasts  was  confirmed,  which,  although  mutual  as  re- 
garded the  terms  of  the  treaty,  tended  principally  to 
tbe  advantage  of  the  Dutch,  as  being  most  addicted  to 

« 

"  Bacon's  Henry  VII,  p.  97—104. 
*  <*Intac«nni8  2di^W 
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that  branch  of  trade;  the  pun-lia^e  of  floods  firom 
pirates  was  strictly  forbidden,  and  an  admirable  change 
was  made  in  the  regulations  renting  to  wreeksl  It 
had  been  hitherto  the  custom  to  restore  the  property 
found  on  a  Wfeck  to  the  owners  or  their  heii%  only  in 
case  a  "  man,  woman,  child,  don^,  cat,  or  cock,'*  were 
iound  alive;  hut,  by  this  treaty  it  was  decreed,  that 
though  every  living  creature  had  perished,  the  property 
of  a  wreck  should  remain  for  a  year  and  a  day  in  the 
custody  of  the  authorities  of  the  place  where  the 
casualty  occurred,  to  allow  of  its  being  claimed  by  the 
lawful  ownersP.  This  treaty  was  confirmed  by  the 
principal  mercantile  towns  of  Holland  and  Zealand ; 
and  upon  its  ratification,  the  merchant  adventurers 
returned  to  Antwerp,  where  they  were  received  with 
every  demonstration  of  welcome  and  joy^. 

In  the  sprinf]f  of  the  same  year,  a  man  iaore  was 
concluded  with  the  consent  of  the  states,  between 
Philip,  and  Joanna,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  laabelia 
of  Spain;  Margaret,  sister  of  Pliilip,  having  been 
contracted  in  the  November  of  the  previous  year  to 
John,  son  and  heir  of  these  monarchs.  The  marria^ 
of  the  former  was  celebrated  in  the  October  of  thi^s 
year;  and  that  of  the  Lady  Margaret,  in  the  April 
following.  She,  however,  lost  her  husband  before  tlie 
end  of  six  months;. and  gave  birth  prematurely  to  a 
still*bom  son,  to  the  great  grief  and  disappointment  of 
the  Spaniards.  These  events  prepared  the  way  for 
Philip's  accession  to  the  crown  matrimonial  of  Bpaiil^ 

Friezland  was  yet  wanting  to  his  extensive  domi- 
nions. Charles  the  Bold,  though  not  of  a  temper 
patiently  to  endure  the  assertion  of  independence 
maintained  by  the  Friezlanders,  was  too  deeply  ea- 

f  Rym.  Fcpd.,  torn,  xi.,  p.  "STii  i  t  s^q.    s  Bacon's  Htnry  Vil.,  p. 
'  Pout.  Ueut.  Iter.  Au&t.,  lib.  v.,  cup. 
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grossed  by  other  matters  to  undertake  to  subdue  them 
bjr  Ibrce,  a  work  of  much  time  and  difficulty,  even  if 

erentually  successful.    Flanders,  France,  and  the  affairs 
of  Hie  empire  had  furnished  sufficient  occupation  to 
Maximilian,  and  the  Friezlanders  since  the  year  1457, 
when  they  had  obtained  letters  patent  from  Frederic 
III.,  adaiowledging  them  as  immediate  subjects  of  the 
empire,  had  continued  to  re^ifard  themselves  as  such. 
Qu  his  accession  to  the  empire,  Alaximilian  lost  what* 
erer  desire  he  might  have  had  to  see  Friesland  annexed  1497 
to  Holland,  and  invested  Duke  Albert  of  Saxonj  with 
the  hereditary  stadtholdership  of  that  province.  The 
coneeitt  of  Philip  was  obtained  by  the  surrender,  on 
the  part  of  Albert^  of  the  citadels  of  Haarlem,  Me- 
dembliek»  and  Woerden,  which  had  been  pledged  to 
him  for  850,000  Rhenish  guilders.    Tlie  Friezlanders, 
although  they  acknowledged  the  sovereignty  of  Ger- 
BMoy,  were  by  no  means  willing  to  receive  a  ruler  at 
-the  hands  of  the  emperor;  but  they  had  become  so 
enfeebled  by  the  dissensions  of  the  two  Actions  of 
nobles  and  people,  which  had  now  lasted  a  century  and  - 
a  half;  and  Duke  Albert  knew^  so  well  how  to  take 
advantage  of  the  distracted  condition  of  the  country, 
that  the  resistance  offered  to  his  assumption  of  sove- 
reign authority  was  slight  and  ineifectual.    Early  in 
the  next  year,  he  was  acknowledged  in  the  province  of 
Westergouwe,  on  terms  much  less  fiivonnible  to  the 
hberty  of  the  inhabitants,  than  if  they  had  been  united 
to  Holland.    Albert  obtained  the  right  of  administer- 
ing justice,  of  ajjpointing  the  governments  of  the 
towni^  and  of  coining  money  according  to  his  pleasure, 
prerogatives  which  the  Counts  of  Holland  were  never 
permitted  to  enjoy.    The  remainder  of  F'riezland  ere 
long  followed  the  example  of  Westergouwe*. 

*  Pont.  Heut.  Her.  Aust.,  lib.  v.,  cap.  6, 7. 
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'  The  year  1500  was  distinguished  by  the  birth  of  a 
BOH  to  Philip  and  Joanna,  who  afterwards  occapied  90 

1500  large  a  space  in  the  history  of  Europe,  as  Charles  V.^ 
emperor  of  Germany.  Wliile  yet  an  infant,  a  contracfc 
of  marriage  wa&i  entered  into  for  liiin  with  Claude, 
daughter  of  Louis  XIT.  of  France,  the  latter  enGfairing 
to  surrender  the  kingdom  of  Naples  as  her  portion^ 
while  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  were  to  diyest  themselra 
of  Calabria  in  favour  of  their  grandson*. 

By  the  death  of  the  elder  sister  of  Joanna^  Isabella, 
wife  of  Emmanuel,  king  of  Portugal,  and  of  their 
infant  son,  IVf  iehael,  she  became  heiress  to  the  united 
kingdoms  of  Castile  and  Arragon.  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  therefore,  desirous  of  iiuiking  Philip  acquainted 

1501  with  the  laws  and  manners  of  his  future  subjects, 
invited  him  into  Spain,  whither  he  proceeded  with  his 
wife,  Joanna,  having  appointed  Engelbert  of  Najssau, 
lord  of  Breda»  stadtholder  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
entrusted  the  care  of  the  infant,  Charles,  and  his 
daughter,  to  Margaret  of  York.  Before  his  departure, 
he  concluded  a  marriage  between  his  sister,  Margaret, 
widow  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  S])ain,  and  Phili- 
bert,  duke  of  Savoys  Philip  passed  through  Paris  on 
his  route,  where  he  was  courteously  received  and  mag- 
nificently entertained  by  the  king,  Louis  XII.  He 
remained  nearly  two  years  in  Spain,  and  then,  returned 
to  the  Netherlands,  shortly  after  which,  the  duchess* 

lii03  dowager,  Margaret  of  York,  died ;  she  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  Netherlanders,  and,  although  Maiy 
of  Burgundy  was  her  step-daughter  only,  had  been 
(  lit rusted  with  the  care  and  education  of  both  her 
children,  and  had  executed  the  important  charge  with 
adin liable  zeal  and  fidelity \ 

*  liccueil  dcs  Tiaites,  torn,  ii.,  p.  10. 

"  Pont,  ilc'ut.  Iter.  Aiist.,  lib.  vi.,  cap,  1. 

*  PonU  Ueut.  £Iog.  Moris  et  Phil.  L  *  ' 
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It  has  beeu  mentioned  in  passing,  that  the  Gueldcr- 
laadeis,  after  the  death  of  Charles  the  Bold,  made 
gome  inetiectuul  attt'm]>ts  to  preserve  the  duchy  for  the 
children  of  Adolphus  van  £^ond,  to  whose  prejudice  it 
hid  been  sold  to  Charles  by  hia  father,  Arnold.  Charles, 
tlie  sou  of  Adolphus,  taken  priscmer  in  the  battle  of 
Betfaime^  in  14879  had  been  released  in  1491,  chiefly  by 
the  interference  of  the  Count  of  Meurs,  and  receiving 
from  tiie  J\.ing  of  France  an  escort  of  1000  horse, 
had  reinstated  himself  in  the  duchy  of  Guelderland. 
He  afterwards  consented  to  sulnuit  his  claims  to  the 
decision  of  the  princes  of  the  German  empire,  who 
pronounced,  that  neither  he  or  his  fSunily  had  any  ri^rlit 
to  the  duciiy,  which  had  reverted  as  an  esclieated  lief 
to  the  empire,  on  the  death  of  the  last  male  heir, 
Reyiiold'^.  Notwithstanding  this  decree,  he  persisted 
in  retaining  poesessioA  i>f  bis  paternal  inheritance,  and 
had  hitherto  been  able  to  muntain  his  authority  in 
Guelderiand,  sometimes  at  war  with  Maximilian  and 
Philip,  and  sometimes  concluding  short  and  ill-obserYed 
tnices :  tlie  last,  miuU'  in  1499,  had  again  been  broken 
during  the  absence  of  Philip  in  bpain,  and  the  arch* 
dake  now  resoWed  to  carry  on  the  war  with  more 
vigour  than  heretofore. 

As  a  preliminary  measure,  he  determined  to  stop  1504 
entirely  the  advantageous  traffic  carried  on  with  Hol- 
land, whence  Guelderiand  was  accustomed  to  supply 
itself  with  com  and  various  other  necessaries.  He 
therefore  caused  an  edict  to  be  published  in  the  prin- 
cipal towns  of  Holland,  forbidding  all  communication 
with  the  Guelderlanders ;  and  having  collected  an  army 
of  3000  men  near  Bois  le  Due,  declared  war  against 
Charles  van  Egmond.   The  first  campaign,  however, 

*  Metmo,  boek  L,  fol.  9«    Gamier^  Cont.  de  YvUy,  torn,  zx.,  p.  202. 
Heat  Rer.  Aiut.,  lib«  y.,  cap.  2« 
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was  Bignalized  only  by  the  possemon  of  a  few  unim- 
portant forti),  and  the  ravaging  the  open  country  on 
each  Bide»  the  whole  of  the  small  strength  of  the 
Guelderlanders  lying  in  their  ships.  Late  in  the 
autumn,  Charles's  fleet  sailed  trom  iiarderwyk,  with  a 
force  of  only  700  men,  and  advanced  to  Monnikendam; 
intending  to  surprise  th«it  town ;  but  the  Hollanders, 
aware  of  their  design,  surrounded  them  with  a  number 
of  cogs  and  some  large  vessels  of  war,  defeated  them 
in  a  !>liai-p  battle,  and  took  130  prisoners;  the  remainder 
retreated  to  Uarderwyk^ 
1505  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  Philip  having 
done  homage  to  the  emperor  for  Guelderland  and 
Zutphen,  advanced  to  effect  the  entire  subjugation  of 
the  diiehv,  at  tlir  head  of  a  consideinbk^  arm  v.  The 
principal  towns,  one  alter  another,  fell  into  his  hands. 
Charles  of  Guelderland,  deprived  of  the  assistance  of 
France,  by  the  sickness  of  Louis  XII.,  was  unable  to 
withstand  the  power  of  Philip^  who  might  now  have 
put  a  final  termination  to  the  war,  had  not  the  aflbin 
of  Spain  peremptorily  demanded  his  presencey. 

His  mother-in-law,  Isabella  of  Castile^  dying  in  the 
November  of  the  previous  year,  had,  in  consequence  of 
the  weakness  of  intellect  of  her  daughter,  Joanna,  left 
by  her  will  her  husband,  Ferdinand,  r^ent  of  Castik^ 
until  tlie  majority  of  her  graudson. 

Upon  intelligence  of  her  death,  Philip  caused 
himself  and  Joanna  to  be  proclaimed  King  and  Qnesn 
of  Castile,  and  made  preparations  for  a  journey  thither, 
in  order  to  prevent  Ferdinand  from  assuming  an  autho- 
rity which  he  thought  belonged  more  property  to 
himself,  as  husband  of  the  present,  and  father  of  the 
future,  sovereign  of  the  kingdom.   To  provide  for  the 

*  Yelius,  Uoorn,  bL  03.        '  Sdol  Ker.  Bat^  lib.  zii.^  p.  183. 
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expenses  of  his  voyaf]fe,  besides  layincf  a  general  tribute 
on  all  his  states^  he  sold  or  mortgaged  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  county  domains^  and  by  these  means 
collected  a  sum  of  9,000,000  guilders*;  but  4iis  de- 
parture was  delayed  for  some  time  by  the  pregnancy 
of  the  queen,  and  the  war  with  Charles  Tan  Egmond. 
After  her  delivery,  Philip,  unwilling  to  be  loii^^er 
detainedt  notwithstanding  the  prosperous  state  of  his 
affairs  iu  Guelderland,  consented  U)  a  t!  uce  with  Charles 
fat  two  years,  within  which  time  arbitrators  should  be 
dioeen  on  both  sides*  to  effect  a  permanent  peace; 
Philip  should  remain  in  possession  of  such  towns  and 
ibrta  as  he  had  taken,  Charles  engaging  to  serre  him 
against  all  his  enemies^  and  to  accompany  him  to 
Spain,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  8000  guilders. 
Philip  appointed  Henry  of  Nassau  his  stadtholder  over 
Guelderland,  and  was  attended  as  far  as  Antwerp  by 
Charles;  but  no  sooner  had  the  latter  received  the 
promised  payment,  than  he  escaped,  secretly  and  in 
disgi^iise,  from  Antwerp,  and  matle  the  best  of  his  way 
baclc  to  Guelderland\ 

This  occurrence^  however  suspicious,  did  not  delay  ]^q(] 
Philip's  departure;  having  conferred  the  general  stadt- 
boldership  of  the  Netherlands  on  William  de  Croye, 
lord  of  Aarsehot  and  Chievres,  he  set  sail,  with  a  fleet 
of  forty  ships,  from  Flushing.  He  preferred  making 
Ae  Toyage  by  sea,  since  the  recent  marriage  of  Fer- 
dinand with  Gemiaine,  daughter  of  the  Count  de  Foix, 
and  niece  to  the  llingof  France,  and  the  close  alliance 
lately  entered  into  between  the  two  monarchs,  led  him 
to  suspect,  that  if  he  attempted  to  pass  through  France, 
Ferdinand  might  use  his  influence  successfully  with 

*  Pdnt.  Heat.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  vl.,  csp.  6.  Snoi,  Rer,  Bbt^  lib.  xti*| 
p.  183. 

•  J.  Fontanus,  Hist.  Geld.,  628^032. 
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Lonis  to  detain  Mm,  e8})eoiaIl7  fts  the  latter  had  urged 
him  more  than  once  to  delay  his  journey^. 

The  misfortane  he  feared  came  upon  him,  though 
from  another  quarter.  Being  forced  by  stress  of 
weather  to  put  into  the  port  of  Weymouth,  Sit 
Thomas  Trenchard,  a  mm  of  influence  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, buspiciouB  of  the  arrival  of  so  great  a 
number  of  strangersi  levied  some  forces  mth  all 
pomble  expedition,  and  9mt  to  apprize  the  court  of 
the  matter.  When  made  acquainted  with  tha  circum- 
stances, he  invited  the  royal  party  to  his  house,  and 
treated  tliem  with  unbounded  hospitality;  but  on 
Philip's  expressing  a  desire  to  resume  his  voyage»  he 

■ 

was  informed,  that  it  was  necessary  he  should  wait  till 

orders  were  received  from  the  king.  Henry  imme- 
diately on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  Khig  of  Castile, 
(signified  his  intention  of  coming  to  visit  him;  and 
Philip,  to  save  time,  which  was  daily  becoming  more 
precious  to  him,  hastened  to  Windsor.  Here  he  found 
Henry  anxious  to  detain  him,  in  order  that,  by  his 
means,  he  might  gain  possession  of  the  person  of  the 
Earl  of  Sufiblk,  who  had  fled  to  the  Netherlands  for 
debt,  and  was  accused  of  a  conspiracy  against  the 
crown  of  England*  He  first  proposed  a  renewal  of 
the  treaty  of  1496*,  and  this  being  consented  to,  he 

♦ 

^  Beeueil  des  TiaiUs,  fw.li.,p.Sd.  LeUns  da  Roy  Louis  XII., 
torn,  i.,  p«  96* 

•  This  treaty,  conched  In  rery  different  terms  from  that  which  it 
professed  to  iTnew,  was  called  "malvis  iiitcrcursus,"  or  the/'  bad  treiity," 
hy  the  Netherlanders :  their  right  to  fish  on  the  Engliijli  coaat  was  nut 
confirmed  (althoui^li  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  molested  after- 
wards in  tbc  exercise  of  it);  the  English  niereliant  sliips  going  to 
Antwerp  were  exempted  from  the  toll  commonly  culled  the  Hondt-toll, 
and  from  the  payment  of  port-dues  at  Dniges,  Antwerp,  Bergen,  and 
Middlelmrg ;  the  English  were  also  permitted  to  sell  cloth  witlxnit 
rwttictlon  throughout  the  Netheriandii^  except  in  the  pioTinee  of  Flad- 
dcn.  Bacon,  Hemy  VII.,  p.  180*  Hym.  FokL,  p.  IS^  135.  It  was 
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desbed  that  the  S&rl  of  Suffolk  should  be  delirered  up 
to  llim.    'Rrm  a  Fsquest  so  dispaniginir  to  bis  honour, 

the  King  of  Castile  was  not  in  a  situation  to  refuse;  he 
tiief«fi>ra  onlj  insisted  on  the  oondition  that  Saflblk's 
life  should  be  epared.  Henrf,  iinwillino;'  to  lose  sight 
of  the  king  until  he  had  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  his 
ytower,  then  set  on  foot  a  negottatiott  of  marriage 
bet  ween  himself  and  Philip's  n'mtaT  Margaret^  duchess 
of  Savoy;  who  vma  again  a  widow.  Philip  agreed  to 
this  alliance,  j)romi8ing  to  ])aT  300,000  French  crowns 
of  gold  as  her  portion,  and  30,850  more  by  way  of 
siinuit}^  At  length,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of 
Saflblk,  who  was  thrown  into  the  tower,  Philip  was 
permitted  to  depart^ 

On  Ws  landing  in  Castile,  the  nobles  unanimously 
declared  in  liis  favour,  notwithstanding  that  Ferdinand 
had  already  been  acknowledged  as  regent  by  the 
cortez;  and  the  latter  found  himself  obliged  to  resign 
the  government  into  the  hands  of  his  son-in-law,  and 
retire  to  his  hereditary  dominions  of  Arragon*  Mean* 
while  the  situation  of  De  Croyc,  stadtholder  of  the 
Netherlands;  was  embarrassing  in  the  extreme.  Charles 
of  Guelderland,  inimediatelv  after  his  return  to  Inn 
duchy,  sent  to  solicit  assistance  from  Louis  XII.  of 
Prance,  and  reconnnenced  hostilities  by  seizing  upon 
the  towns  of  Ghrol,  Lochem,  and  Wageningen.  The 

*  Bacon's  Henry  VII^  p.  177 — 179.  R>  m.  I'atl.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  123 
^155. 


subsequently  modified  by  treaties  mode  in  1516  and  1520.  Rym.  Foed., 
p.  539,  714.  Its  provisions,  indeed,  seem  never  to  have  been  foUy  car- 
ried oat.  Idem,  715.  Philip,  on  the  other  hand,  obtained  from  Henry 
an  «rtkle  which,  however  beneficial  to  hie  own  inteRata^  waa  highly 
injuriona  to  the  people ;  It  wm  to  the  eflbet,  that  ^  the  king  of  England 
will  cause  miy  rebels  or  fugitives  from  Philip's  dottinioiia  to  be  seixed 
and  impriaoned,  give  him  inibnnation  of  their  being  there,  and  deliver 
Ihem  np  when  doDanded.**.  Rym.  SM,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  125, 144.  This 
waa  granted,  probably,  in  retnm  for  the  aaRwdcT  of  the  Ead  of  SotfoUc 
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demands  made  by  Philip  on  the  treaaufy,  had  left  it 

entirely  exhausted,  and  but  little  assistance  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  atates,  to  whom  he  had  pranised 
that  he  would  levy  no  more  petitions  until  the  term 
for  which  the  present  had  been  granted  was  expired: 
while  the  nmnber  of  troops  on  foot  amomited  only  to 
al>out  iliiO  horse  and  3000  iiifaiitry;  a  force  totally  Inade- 
quate to  keep  the  field  in  case  any  subsidies  should  be 
sent  to  Guelderland  from  France^.  De  Croye  there- 
fore proposed  a  truce,  with  a  ^  i(  w  to  gain  time  for 
fredi  supplies  from  Spain;  and  Charles,  desiioiis  of 
delaying  operations  till  the  arrival  of  the  French  aox* 
iliaries,  consented  to  the  opening  of  negotiations  at 
Diest^ 

111  these  difficulties,  the  hopes  of  the  Netherlanders 
were  directed  to  lleury  ViL  of  England,  who,  by  the 
treaty  concluded  in  the  spring,  was  contfacted  to  Mar* 
garet,  duchess-dowager  of  Savoy,  sister  to  Philip.  The 
extreme  parsimony  of  bis  temper,  however,  rendered 
it  little  likely  that  he  would  afford  them  any  aid  in 
money,  of  which  they  stood  principally  in  need,  eveu 
had  not  his  friendship  towards  them  been  somewhat 
cooled  by  the  repugnance  which  the  princess  mani- 
fested to  a  nmtch  so  unsuitable*.  The  Netherlauders  • 
therefore  reaped  no  further  benefit  from  his  alliance 
than  a  promise  which  he  obtained  from  Louis,  that  ho 
would  oblige  the  Duke  of  Guelderland  to  conclude  the  i 
treaty'. 

The  united  remonstrances  of  the  two  kings  to  this 
effect  met  with  no  other  answer  from  Charles,  than  a  { 

*  Letter  of  De  Croye  to  Philip  in  Lettres  de  Louis  XII^  torn,  i^ 
p.  71,  72. 

*  Lettres  dc  Louis  XJI,,  torn,     p.  G7)  74^  75. 
»  Idem,  p.  04,  80. 


*  Bliigairet  was  in  her  twenty-flUth  year  aft  tiw  tisM  of  Uis  oaatnely 
whil«  Hcmy  wis  ncsrlj  fifty. 
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direct  refusali  and  an  attempt  made  by  De  Croye  to 
rarpriM  Nimegaen  ooduioned  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Diest.  A  force  of  400  horse  and  2000 
foot  airived  in  Gueideriand  shortly  alter  from  France; 
Louis  ttt  the  same  time  declaring,  that  the  amstance 
ali'urded  to  his  relation  and  ally  in  nowise  interfered 
with  his  firiendly  feelings  towards  Philip^  with  whom  it 
was  thought  he  desired  to  form  a  new  treaty'. ' 

This,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  death  of  the 
latter,  who  had  hardly  enjoyed  his  power  three  months 
when  a  fever,  caused  by  drinking  cold  liquid  whilst 
violently  heated  with  playinnr  tennis,  terminated  his 
existence  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  leaving 
liis  wife  Joanna  ovorwhehned  with  grief  for  his  h)ss, 
although  their  union  had  proved  anything  but  propi- 
tioua  £ntirely  deficient  in  attractions,  either  of  mind 
or  person,  Joanna  failed  to  secure  any  return  for  the 
tender  affection  she  lavished  on  her  husband,  who,  on 
the  contrary,  treated  her  with  undisguised  coldness 
and  neglect;  and  the  iits  of  insanity  to  whicli  the  un- 
hBfpy  princess  became  subject  from  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  and  which  af|er  his  death  settled  into  a  eon- 
finned  lunacy,  were  said  to  have  been  mainly  attribut- 
able to  jealousy  at  his  repeated  infidelities^ 

Tlie  extreme  beauty  of  Phili|)'s  personal  appear- 
auce  obtained  for  him  the  surname  of fair;'*  his  other  * 
less  flattering  sobriquet  of  **croit  conseil,**  was  given 
him  from  bis  proneness  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  the 
flatterers  by  whom  he  was  surrounded*.  That  he  pos- 
sessed but  little  capacity  for  aflkirs,  is  evident  from  his 
conduct  in  Guelderland,  and  his  easy  surrender  of  his 
rights  over  Friezland.    Nevertheless  his  gentle  and 

«  Lettres  (111  Hoy  Louis  XIT.,  torn,  i.,  p.  50— ()(>;  r»«),  m, 
^  TIeut.  Ii(T.  Aut^t.,  lib.  vi^  cap.  10.    idem,  £lo^.  PUil.,  p.  307* 
M(;t4;reEi,  bock  i.,  tol.  10. 
>  I>e  la  Marches  Ur.  ii.^  chap.  10. 
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pacific  temper  rendered  him  a  fsr  more  suitable  governor 
fnr  tlie  Netherliiiiders  than  either  of  his  predecessors, 
Maximilian  or  Charles.  DmiDg  his  short  reigii»  he 
neither  violated  their  privileges  at  home,  nor  engaged 
them  in  ruinous  and  unnecessary  wars  abroad;  and 
though  compelled  on  one  occasion  to  coniefit  to  a 
disadvantageous  treaty  with  England,  he  can  by  no 
means  be  accused  of  a  general  inattfmtipn  to  their 
commercial  interests;  while  a  bold  and  earnest  remon- 
strance he  presented  to  the  court  of  Rome  against  the 
grievances  experienced  by  his  snl^eets  in  the  delays 
and  vexatious  impositions  practised  in  conferring  bene- 
ficesy  and  the  improper  persons  appointed  to  them, 
proves  his  anxiety  to  maintain  the  rights  of  his  people 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  church^. 

Philip  had  two  sons,  Charles  and  Ferdinand^  suc- 
cessively emperors  of  Germany,  and  four  dan<;bt(  r<; 
Eleanor,  married  to  Emmanuel,  king  of  Portugal, 
afterwards  to  Francis  I.,  king  of  France;  Catherine, 
married  to  Jolni,  king  of  Portugal;  Isabella,  wife  of 
Christian  IL,  king  of  D^omark;  and  Mary,  queen  of 
Hungary,  who,  after  the  death  of  her  husband  Louis, 
was  iuvested  with  the  government  of  the  ^iether- 
lands'. 

^  Winti  Dipl.  Belg.,  torn,  ii.,  p.  1209, 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

Margaret  of  Savoy  aj^MmtUd  Governess  of  the  Netherlands.  Terms 
,  ^  her  Aeknmtfledgment.  State  of  the  Neiherland  Form,  Con- 
^$madon  of  the  Wear  wUh  Cfuelderland*  Aiiiance  mth  England. 
League  if  €bm^r^.  "War  It^etn  ffMmd  and  the  Hanse 
Tewne^  Peace.  PoUiieal  SkuaHon  ef  Lmm  of  France.  He 
ns^otiaUe  a  Treaty  between  the  Duke  of  Gu^derland  and  the 
lyuijKTor  Maximilian,  Ill-success  of  Jiis  Afediatton.  Truce  with 
Guehlerland.  War  betiteen  France  and  the  /'Jtrq/i  ror,  General 
Peace.  Interrupted  hy  Cltarles  of  Guelder  land.  Affairs  of  Gro^ 
ningen.  And  Friezland,  Maximilian  surrenders  ilw  Gomti- 
mmi  ef  the  NetkerUmde  to  hie  Qrastdeon.  Transfer  i/Friesdand 
to  Ckmiee.  Trmlg  wkh  Ftanee.  Chmiee  heeomm  King  <f 
.  /^h^  PkUip  of  Burgmdg  made  BUhop  of  UireehL  Progreee 
of  the  Biformatum  in  Holland,  Charles  elected  Emperor,  Visite 
Ei^land  on  his  way  from  Spain  to  (wtnaany,  Co nji rm.^  Mar- 
garet in  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands.  Tnnoralions  in  the 
Constitution  of  Holland,  Penal  Edicts  against  the  Reformers, 
Death  of  the  first  Martyr.  War  with  France,  Treat t/  for  the 
Protection  of  Commerce  and  Fishery,  Charles  of  Quelderland 
cbtaine  a  fooUng  in  Ooeryeed.  Friezland  etihmite  to  the  Govern^ 
ment  of  the  Count  <f  Holland.  Its  Conetitution.  War  in  Italy, 
Cemfedcrojcy  against  France,  BatUe  of  Pavia,  Armistice  letteeen 
the  Netherlands  and  France,  Petitions  demanded  from  the  States 
of  Holland,  Threatened  Hostilities  tcilU  Denmark  and  the  Hanse 
Towns.  Truce.  Treaty  of  Madrid.  Marriage  of  C/tarlcs,  The 
Pope  and  King  of  England  make  alliance  with  France,  War, 
Charles  of  Guelderland  occttpiee  Utrecht.  States  of  Holland 
refnee  the  demande  ef  the  Oovemeee.  Plunder  ef  the  Hague  by 
the  Chuiderlandere,  SkUee  eoneeni  to  grani  Shg^pUee.  Truce 
with  Frtmceand  England.  Utretiti  Betaken,  United  to  Holland 
and  Brabant.  Peace  of  Camhray.  Penal  Edicts  against  Heretics, 
Death  of  Margaret  of  ^voy. 

Chables,  prince  of  Castile^  being  scarcely  more 
than  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  father's  death, 
the  government  of  the  Netherlands  was  once  again 
placed  in  the  hands  of  his  grandfather  Maximilian,  as 
his  legal  guardian ;  but  the  emperor,  little  inelined  to 
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withdraw  himself  from  his  numerous  avocations  for  the 
sake  of  administering  the  affiurs  of  his  Netherland 
subjects,  between  whom  and  himself,  not  the  slightest 
leeliiifj  of  attachment  had  ever  existed,  appointed  hib 
1 W  daughter  Margaret,  duchess-dowager  of  Savoy,  gover- 
iiess-general  of  these  provinces.  William  de  Croye, 
lord  of  Aarschot  and  Chievres,  continued  in  the  office 
of  stadtholder  of  the  Netherlands,  while  the  education 
of  the  young  prince  was  entrusted  to  Adriau  Florence- 
son  of  Utrecht,  professor  at  the  high  school  of  Louvain, 
a  man  of  low  birth,  but  admirably  adapted,  from  bis 
virtues  and  attainments,  to  direct  the  mind  of  his  pupil 
in  the 'path  to  exoellenee  and  knowledge^*. 

The  governess,  accompanied  by  the  imperial  depu- 
ties, made  her  public  entry  into  Dordrecht,  where  the 
states  of  Holland,  immediately  after  the  investiture,  in 
the  lio])e  of  inducing  her  to  restore  some  of  their  most 
impoitant  privileges,  voted  that  the  petitions  wliicb 
had  lately  been  levied  should  henceforward  be  con- 
tinued. They  soon  perceived,  however,  that  they  had 
little  to  expect  in  return*  To  the  demands  that  the 
towns  might  be  allowed  their  councils  as  formerly,  to 
administer  their  affairs,  and  choose  yearly  a  double 
number  for  the  selection  of  the  senate,  and  that  the 
offices  of  the  state  shouUl  be  given  to  natives  only,  the 
duchess  replied,  that  she  was  bound  to  leave  the^e 
matters  as  they  had  been  in  the  time  of  Philip.  The 
states  also  desired,  that  the  supreme  court  of  llollaaJ 

•  Font  Heut.  R«r.  Aust,  lib,  vii.,  cAp.  2 ;  lib,  viii.,  cap.  I.  SnoL  Bcr. 
Bat,  lib.ziii.,p.l84. 


*  Aceording  to  Ihi  Bellay,  liv.  L,  p.  2,  Lotus  XII.  was  appointed  by 
Philip  guardian  of  liis  aon ;  but  thm  is  no  allusion  to  it  in  Heotcnu^ 
in  Snoius,  or  in  tb£  coirespondcncs  of  Louis  XII. ;  and  the  historiaa 
mistakes  the  age  of  Charles,  who,  he  says,  was  eleven  yean  old  at  bit 
lathei^s  death. 
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should  not  receive  appeals  in  causes  under  100  crowns*; 
this  request  sbe  promised  to  take  into  coiisiileration. 
She  coiuieiited  that  no  letters  of  reprisal  should  he 
granted,  without  the  advice,  not  only  of  the  stadtholder 
and  council,  as  iu  the  time  of  Philip,  but  also  of  the 
states ;  to  the  demand  of  the  states,  that  the  vassals  of 
the  c  ounty  should  not  be  forced  to  serve  unless  within 
its  boundaries,  and  for  a  fair  remuneration,  the  gover* 
ness  replied  that  she  should  in  this  particular  adhere 
to  the  old  custom^  f.  After  her  installation  iu  Holland, 
the  governess  was  acknowledged  in  Zealand,  where  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  conditions  were  proposed  for 
her  acceptance. 

The  harassing  war  with  Guelderland  gave  Margaret 
no  siuall  anxiety,  in  her  new  government.  The  finaut  es 
of  the  Netherlands  had  been  so  efiectually  drained  by 
the  unceasing  prodigality  of  the  princes  of  the  house 
of  Burgundy,  that  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  Bra- 
bant, from  want  of  sufficient  funds  to  pay  troops  to 
defend  themselves,  were  kept  in  constant  terror  by  an 
enemy  so  insignificant  as  Charles  van  Egmond,  whose 
chief  resource  lay  in  the  scanty  and  precarious  assist- 
ance aftbrded  by  Fiance.  Tlie  whole  force  of  the 
Netherlands,  even  since  a  new  levy  had  been  made, 
consisted  of  no  more  than  700  or  800  horse,  1600 
German  foot-soldiers,  and  3500  Netherlanders,  of 
whom  the  latter,  disjurituU,  and  ill-equipped,  were  not 
much  to  be  depended  on;  while  the  whole  of  their 

^  Groot  PUkaat,  ded.  iv.,  bl.  10, 

•  The  reason  of  this  provision  was,  that  wealthy  suitors  sonietlincs 
app(-;»lod  to  the  supremo  court,  for  uo  other  purpose  tlian  that  of  wear^'ing 
out  till'  poorer  p'ftrty  hy  expense. 

t  Tiie  heavy  exactions  lately  levied  under  the  iiann  of  Ruytei^eld,  or 
eompetisattoii  for  military  service,  had  given  lise  to  this  demood  of  the 
iftates. 
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artillery  amounted  to  two  small  field  pieces^  and  ten  or 
twelve  falconets,  Avith  two  horses  to  each*.  On  the 
otlicr  liaud,  Charles  of  Guelderland  was  no  better  pro- 
vided ;  for  as  he  depended  entirely  on  France  for  the 
payment  of  his  troops,  and  no  supplies  arrived  from 
thence»  he  was  obliged  to  lead  them  into  Brabant  and 
Holland,  in  order  that  they  might  furnish  tbemseWes 
with  necessaries  from  the  booty  they  could  obtaiu 
there.  They  plundered  a  few  small  places  in  the 
former  country,  when  advancing  into  Holland,  they 
made  themselveB  masters  of  JMuyden  and  W  eesp,  aud 
even  threatened  Amsterdam  itself :  but  a  vigorous  sally 
from  a  fort  built  1  jeuveeu  the  Y  and  the  Dieniur,  aided  by 
a  sharp  hre  irom  the  vessels  lying  in  both  these  waters, 
forced  them  to  a  hasty  retreat.  Charles,  who  was 
awaiting  the  issue  of  the  attempt  at  AVeesp,  fearing, 
when  he  heard  of  its  failure,  that  the  Amsterdammera 
would  besiege  him  in  Gooiland,  retired  with  all  his 
forces  into  Guelderland*^. 

Maigaret,  convinced  that  the  surest  method  of 
weakening  the  Duke  of  Guelderland,  was  by  depriving 
him  of  the  assistance  of  France,  concluded,  in  order 
to  give  that  power  sufficient  employment  elsewhm,  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  mutual  defence  with  the  King  of 
England ;  and  since  Claude^  daughter  of  Louis  XII^ 
the  affianced  bride  of  Prince  Charles,  had  been  in  the 
year  before  espoused  to  Francis  de  Valois,  a  marriage 
was  agreed  upon  between  the  young  prince  and  Maiy, 
daughter  of  Henry  VIT.  The  king  was  to  give  a 
portion  of  250,000  crowns  of  gold,  and  the  fuihlment 
of  the  contract  was  guaranteed  under  a  penalty  of 
60,000  crowns  by  several  of  the  Netherhmd  nobles, 
and  by  the  ^'good  towns''  of  Dordrecht,  Amsterdam, 

«^  JMiren  dn  Roy  Louis  XII.,  torn.  K,  p.  (»!),  100, 
Gugl.  Ucrmanui  hdl  Gelr.,  p.  330—040. 
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Levdiii,  MidJk  burg,  ami  Zierikzee.  Yet,  though  the 
espousals  were  afterwards  solenmused,  the  enfeebled 
condition  of  the  king's  health,  and  his  d^th  in  the 
next  jear,  prevented  the  beuelicial  eiiticts  which  Msa- 
garet  expeeted  from  this  t^eaty^ 

In  the  next  c-ampaign  the  Netherland  arms  were 
successful  ill  the  capture  of  the  fort  of  Pouderoy  from 
the  Freneh  and  Chielderlaiiders;  they  likewise  laid 
siege  to  \\  cesp,  wheu  u  truce  for  six  weeks  was  agreed 
upon  preparatoiy  to  a  final  peace  between  Lonis  of 
Fiance  and  the  Duke  of  Guelderland  od  the  one  side, 
and  Maxiuiiiiau  and  Charledy  prince  of  Castile»  on  the 
other^  For  this  ostensible  purpose  Lonis  proposed  a 
meeting  between  the  Duchess  Margaret  and  his  prime 
minister,  the  Cardinal  d'Amboise,  in  the  antnmn  of  the 
yen  1608 ;  the  real  object  of  the  conference  being  the 
formation  of  the  celebrated  league  of  Cambray  against 
Venice^  which  bad  so  nearly  proved  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  that  ancient  and  powerful  republic.  The  kings 
of  France  and  Arragon,  the  pope  Julius  II.,  and  the 
emperor,  were  parties  to  this  confederacy,  which  was 
left  open  for  the  accession  of  the  King  of  England  and 
the  Doke  of  Savoy?.  In  framing  it,  the  two  ablest 
negotiators  in  ]uiro])e  had  soiiglit  to  give  it  stability, 
as  well  by  removing  as  iar  as  possible  all  subjects  of 
contention*,  as  by  appropriating  to  each  power  such 

•  K\ m.  l\i<l.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  171—170,  191,  213,  239. 
'  Lcttrcs  do  Louis  XII.,  torn,  i.,  p.  122. 

>  Leitres  du  Roy  Louis  XII.,  torn,  i.,  p.  120.  Recneil  des  TroLtes, 
torn.  U.,  p.  59. 


*  T\ns  was  not  accomplished  without  vehement  drliate^ ;  one  article, 
in  particular,  insisted  on  by  Margare  t,  that  the  King  of  IS'a\  anc  sliould 
I  Iw  included  as  an  ally  of  Maximilian,  gave  rise  to  stu  h  lively  contests 
tliiit  Margaret  writes  to  her  anihn«>adors  at  the  court  of  England,  "they 
had  a  headache  not  seldom,  and  she  and  the  cardinal  were  olten  on  the 
poiut  of  puUing  each  other's  hair.'*  Leitres  de  liOuisXII.,  torn.  L,p.  132 
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portion  of  the  territories  to  be  conquered  from  Venice 
as  it  migUt  be  supposed  most  desii*ous  of  acquiring^* 
But  they  were  not  able  to  extinguishi  the  embers  of 
jealousy  which  still  lay  smouhlering  in  the  breasts  of 
its  several  members.  Within  three  mouths  after  the 
signing  of  the  treaty,  which  took  pUce  on  the  10th  of 
December,  symptoms  of  mistrust  began  to  appear 
among  the  allies.  The  Pope^  fearing  the  designs  of 
the  French,  refused  to  attack  the  Venetians  until  the 
former  had  first  opened  the  campaign;  while  Maxi- 
milian suspected,  not  without  reason,  that  liouis 
secretly  encouraged  Cliarles  of  Guelderland  to  violate 
the  truce,  in  order  to  engage  his  attention  elsewhere 
that  he  himself  might  be  left  to  pursue  his  conquests 
in  Italy  without  interference^ 

By  the  truce  concluded  at  the  same  time  with 
Charles  of  Guelderland,  he  was  to  restore  Weesp  and 
iluyden,  and  both  parties  were  to  retain  their  present 
possessions  till  his  claims  upon  the  duchy  were  decided 
by  the  arbitration  of  the  emperor  and  the  kings  of 
France,  England,  and  Scotland.  Trade  was  to  continue 
free  between  the  two  countries,  and  the  King  of 
France  bound  himself  not  to  afford  Charles  any  further 
assistance'.  It  is  most  probable  that  neither  party  ha^l 
the  slightest  intention  of  adhering  to  this  compromise. 
1509  Charles  did  indeed  unwillingly  surrender  Weesp  and 

^  Guicciardlni  Storia  d'ltoUa,  lib.  Tiii.,  p.  414.   lAtties  da  Louis  XXI., 
torn,  i.y  p.  IGI,  162. 

*  Recueil  des  Tniit^s,  toui.  ii*,  p.  dl^  52. 

*  Thus  the  emperor  was  to  hare  KoTeredo,  Ymiui,  Padua,  Vioenza, 
Treviso,  Friuli,  and  all  that  the  Venetiaiu  posBes^cd,  which  had  belonged 
to  the  empire  or  Austria ;  to  the  Pope  was  aUotted  Raveiui%  Cervia, 
Foenzn,  Rimini,  Tniola,  and  Cosenn,  wliile  the  King  of  France  was  to  Ims  , 
put  in  possession  of  all  the  temtory  wliicli  liad  been  dismemhercd  from 
the  diirli y  of  Milan,  namely,  Bres<^^ia,  Per<(amo,  Crem%  CremoiM^  and 
Chim-ododda.   Kecueil  dcs  Traitcs^  torn.     p.  2U. 
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Mnjden,  but  very  shortly  after,  allegiug  that  the 

Netherlandors  had  broken  the  tniee  by  laying  Bommel 
under  contribution,  he  recommenced  hostilities. 

Mai|ifaret,  hereupon,  sent  ambassadors  to  the  French 
court  to  coniplaiu  to  Louis  of  the  conduct  of  bis  ally, 
and  to  require  that  be  should  henceforth  entirely 
abandon  him.  This,  however,  Louis  evaded,  although 
ke  denied  that  he  had  promised  in  in  any  assistance,  and 
continued  to  use  expressions  of  the  sincerest  friendship 
towards  Maximilian,  allecting  to  desire  a  njarriagc 
between  the  Duke  of  Guelderland  and  one  of  the 
sisters  of  the  young  Prince  Charles.  It  is  probable, 
indeed,  that  Charles  of  Guelderland  did  not  receive 
any  actual  assistance  from  France,  as  his  movements 
this  summer  were  confined  to  ravaging  tlic  open 
country 

While  embarrassed  with  the  hostilities  of  Guelder^  15J0 

land,  the  Hollanders  were  involved  iu  a  war  between. 
John,  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  Hanse  towns.  During 
a  long  series  of  hostilities  between  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  the  llanse  towns,  in  spite  of  recent  treaties 
to  the  contrary,  bad  persisted  in  carrying  on  their 
commerce  with  the  latter  nation,  iuid  the  Danei?,  in 
consequence,  seized  their  trading  vessels.  The  Hanse 
towns,  on  the  other  hand,  with  a  view  of  deprivinnp 
Denmark  of  its  prohtable  trade  with  Holland,  pub- 
lished abroad  that  they  w*ould  not  permit  any  Tassel  to 
j  ass  through  the  Sound  under  j  »ainof  forfeiture  of  ship 
and  cargo ;  and  without  any  further  declaration  of  war, 
seized  eight  Dutch  ships  at  Gripwalde^ 

In  consi'4ueiice  of  tliis  liostile  niovLiiu'nt  on  the 
part  of  the  Hange  towns,  the  towns  of  North  Holland 

«  Lctires  de  LotiU  XIT.,  torn.,  p.  266,  271 ;  torn,  ii.,  p.  24, 2a 
^  YcUufl  Hoom,  bl.  S8, 90.    Hist,  de  Dannemaic  de  Mailet,  torn,  v., 
p.  S61^m 
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and  West  Friezland  prepared  a  consideTable  fleet  for 

the  Ubsistance  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  having 
eflfected  a  junction  with  the  Danish  ships  in  the  Baltic, 
they  captured  thirteen  Hanse  vessels  in  the  port  of 
Wismar,  ravaged  the  island  of  Rugen,  and  made  them- 
selves masters  of  a  rich  booty.  But  not  long  after»  the 
Lubekkers,  having  received  a  reinforcement  from  Stral- 
simdy  Wismar,  Bostok^  and  Lmieburg,  fell  in  with  a 
fleet  of  200  Dutch  ships  near  Dantzig,  part  of  which 
they  sunk,  and  dispersed  the  remainder,  excepting 
15]  1  sixty,  which  they  carried  away  prisoners:  they  were 
principally  laden  with  copper,  and  the  loss  to  the  city 
of  Iloorn  aloue  was  estimated  at  20,000  lihcnish 
guilders'^.  Notwithstanding  tliis  success,  the  Hanse 
towns,  whose  conimorce  was  interrupted,  and  their 
supplies  cut  off  by  the  Danish  privateers,  showed  them- 
selves willing  to  listen  to  terms  of  accommodation,  and 
a  convention  was  conchided  between  them  and  Den- 
mark, which  was  followed  by  a  treaty  of  peace  in  the 
ensuing  year:  the  Hanse  towns  indemnifying  the  Hol- 
land merchants  for  a  portion  of  the  losses  they  had 
sustained  during  the  war^. 

The  ])oace  between  Denmark  and  t]\v  I  fanse  Towns 
gave  occasion  to  Charles  of  Guelderland  to  renew 
hostilities  with  greater  vigour,  by  enabling  him  to  take 
into  his  pay  2000  foot  soldiers  dismissed  the  Danish 
service.  With  these  he  surprised  Harderwyk  and 
Bommel,  and  made  himself  master  of  Tiel  and  other 
small  places®. 

Upon  intelligence  of  these  transactions,  Louis  of 
France  despatched  an  ambassador  to  Guelderland,  to 

^  Hist,  de  Danne.  de  Mallet,  torn,  v.,  p.  370*  Telins  Hoorn,  bL  09. 
■  Groote  Cbvonyk,  divis.  xxxii.,  cap.  40,  Hist,  de  Danne*  de  Mallet, 
tom.  v.,  ^p.  372, 373. 

•  •  Lettres  du  Roy  Louis  XII.,  tom,  ii.,  p.  110^120.  Font.  Heut.  Rer. 
Aiist.,  lib.  vii.,  cap.  3. 
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prevail  on  Charles  to  restore  1  larilcrwjk.   But  whether 
the  minister  were  farnished  with  secret  instructions  to 
the  contraiy,  or  that  Charles  thought  himself  su (licit,  ntly 
strong  to  refuse  compiiaiiee  with  the  request  of  Louis^ 
he  not  obIj  showed  himself  disinclined  to  deliyer  up 
the  town,  but  committed  further  injuries  against  the 
Netherlandersy  by  seizing  eighty  of  their  merchants» 
travelHnoc  from  Cologne  to  Frankfort^    As  Louis 
vehemently  (Icniecl  the  accusation  of  inf^incerity  iu  this 
afiair»  and  disclaimed  haTingf  made  any  offer  or  promise 
of  assistance  to  the  Duke  of  GuehlerlandS  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Charles  was  chiefly  encouraged  to  persevere 
in  the  war  by  his  knowledge  of  the  low  condition  of 
the  treasury  in  the  Netherlands,  aud  the  small  force 
then  asssembled  for  their  defence.    Such  was  the 
wretched  state  of  exhaustion  to  wliich  the  continued 
prodigality  of  their  sovereigns  had  reduced  these  ouce 
rich  and  flourishing  i»rovinces,  that  Margaret  was 
unable  to  collect  suflScient  funds  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  her  ambassadors  at  foreign  courts,  whose  demands 
of  arrears  and  coiiiphunts  of  non-payment  were  in- 
cessant; and  the  same  cause  prevented  her  sending 
deputies  to  the  council  of  Pisa,  summoned  in  this  year 
by  Louis  XII/    Nevertheless,  the  fears  entertained  by 
Holland  of  a  new  irruption  on  the  part  of  Charles  of 
Guelderland,  enabled  her  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
states  assembled  at  Breda,  that  the  war  subsidies 
should  be  continued  for  three  years  longer.  Only 
l^^^O  German  foot  soldiers  were  now  in  the  field,  tlie 
feiuainder  of  the  troops  being  distributed  among  the 
several  garrisons  belonging  to  Margaret  in  Guelder* 
laud,  when  a  seasonable  succour  of  luUO  infantry 
^ved  from  England,  under  the  command  of  Sir 

» 

'  Lettres  de  Louis  XII.,  torn,  il.,  p.  120, 157, 15n. 

'  WciD,  p.  190,  210,  211,  250,         '  Wcm,  piis«iii,  torn,  iii.,  p.  SO. 
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Edward  Poyniugs.   By  laying  siege  to  Venloo,  tliey 

kept  Duke  Cliaik  s's  troops  cn)]>loycd  (lining  the  whole 
fiuumier,  but  uut  sufficiently  uumerous  to  blockade  the 
town;  and  failing  in  three  attempts  to  carry  it  by 
assault,  the  siege  was  at  length  raised,  aiul  the  troops, 
at  the  approach  of  winter,  returned  to  their  own 
(jouutry*. 

Whatever  may  haye  been  the  sincerity  of  Louis  s 
endeayours  hitherto  to  effect  a  pacification  between 
the  Duke  of  Guelderland  and  Maximilian,  a  change 
now  took  place  in  the  aliairs  of  Italy,  of  such  import- 
ance, as  to  leave  him  little  either  of  power  or  inclina- 
tion to  support  so  burdensome  an  ally.  By  an  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Cambray,  it  was  provided,  that  no  cme 
of  the  confederates  should  make  a  peace  or  truce  with 
the  Venetians,  without  consent  of  the  whole*.  All 
the  contracting  parties  successively  violated  this  engage* 
1513  ment.  Pope  Julius  II.  quickly  repenting  of  the 
measures  which  liis  headstrong  and  shortsighted  anger 
against  the  Venetians  impelled  him  to  pursue,  and 
dreading'  the  increase  of  the  power  of  France  so  near 
his  own  states,  bent  his  whole  soul  upon  the  project  of 
again  expelling  *Hhe  barbarians"  from  Italy;  for  this 
purpose,  he  made  an  alliance  m  ith  his  former  enemies, 
aud,  in  conjunction  with  them,  attacked  the  French  in 
their  newly«made  conquests  of  Milan  and  Genoa.  He 
had,  likewise,  invited  to  this  alliance  Ferdinand  of 
Arragon,  and  had  been  the  principal  instrument  in 
forming  a  confederacy  between  him  and  Henry  VTII. 
of  England,  whereby  Henry  engaged  to  invade  Guienne 
in  concert  with  Ferdinands 

The  emperor,  the  only  one  of  the  great  powers  of 

•  Rym.  Fad.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  902.   liCitreB  de  Louia  Xll^  torn,  ii., 
p.  131.   Letter  of  the  Governess  to  Maximiliaii,  torn,  iii.,  p.  8S,  89. 

*  Recueil  dcs  Traitvs,  torn,  ii.,  p.  Gl. 

"  Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  auii.,  p.  311  et  seq. 
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Europe  uot  yet  in  actual  hostility  against  Louis,  made 
it  a  condition  of  the  continuation  of  such  friendship  as 
he  still  thought  it  a(lvisa]>le  to  profess  towards  him^ 
that  he  should  renounce  entirely  the  protection  of  the 
Duke  of  Guelderland.  Louis,  therefore,  at  lenjE^h 
u]>l>lied  himself  sincerely  an<!  earnestly  to  the  nietiia- 
tion  of  a  treaty  between  Charles  and  Maximilian, 
/rreatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Netherlanders.  The 
conditions  otiered  by  the  emperor  and  Margaret  were, 
that  Charles  should  engage  in  the  serrice  of  the  Prince 
of  Castile,  w^here  he  should  be  hononrabI\  entertained ; 
that  he  should  possess  Guelderland  and  Zutphen  only 
as  stadtholder  of  the  emperor;  that  the  emperor  might 
resume  the  duchy  upon  payment  of  a  reasonable  sum ; 
and  lastly,  that  things  should  be  restored  to  the  same 
state  as  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  peace  of  Cam- 
bray.  Charles,  though  he  professed  himself  willing 
to  listen  to  any  reasonable  terms  of  accommodation, 
absolutely  rejected  all  these  demands,  althougli  a  repoi  t 
was  current^  that  15,000  of  the  troops  from  England, 
which  had  lately  been  landed  at  Calais,  were  to  be 
employed  on  behalf  of  the  emperor  in  Guelderland \ 

Upon  the  rupture  of  these  negotiations,  Charles 
advanced  with  1100  men  to  Amsterdam,  burnt  the 
subui  K,  and  destroyed  some  vessels  lying  in  the  old 
Waal.  The  Guelderlanders  then  retreated  to  the 
Carthusian  monastery,  near  Utrecht,  where  the  Lord 
of  Wassenaar,  making  an  attempt  to  dislodge  them, 
at  the  head  of  only  400  men,  was  defeated,  and  taken 
prisoner.  It  is  supj)osed,  that,  if  Charles  had  at  this 
tune  posse^d  sufficient  funds  to  pay  his  soldiers  for 
only  two  months  longer,  he  would  have  reduced 
Holland  to  the  last  extremity;  since  the  endeavours 
of  Maximilian  to  raise  troops  or  money  were  attended 

'  LettiM  de  Louis  XII.,  torn,  iii.,  p.  128, 141, 160,  224—7. 
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with  slender  success,  and  he  either  would  not,  or  could 
not,  re])air  in  person  ,to  tlie  assistance  of  bis  daughter 
in  the  Netherlands^  unless  a  sum  of  10,000  guilders,  at 
1513  the  least,  were  provided  for  his  travellinsf  expenses*. 
Fortunately  for  Holland,  the  war  with  Englanil,  and 
the  powerful  league  formed  against  Louis  in  Italj, 
rendered  it  utterly  impossible  lor  him  to  alFord  Charles 
the  subsidies  he  so  earnestly  desired.  Tlie  circum- 
stances of  both  parties  thus  inclining  them  to  pacific 
measures^  a  truce  for  four  years  was  concluded,  to 
commence  on  the  1st  of  August^. 

JIaximilian  now  no  longer  seeking  to  conceal  his 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  Louis,  entered  into  the 
alliance  of  the  Pope  and  the  Kings  of  Arragon  and 
England,  each  party  binding  itself  to  make  war  on 
France  within  two  months.  The  emperor,  although 
professing  that  he  had  agreed  to  the  treaty  only  in  his 
own  person,  and  not  in  the  quality  of  guardian  to  his 
grandson,  yet  gave  the  English  unlimited  permission 
to  levy  troo])S  in  the  Netherlands,  and  hire  vessels  in 
Holland  and  Zealand.  To  the  remonstrances  of  Louis 
on  this  subject,  Margaret  did  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
that  it  was  without  her  knowledge  or  connivance  that 
her  subjects  enlisted  into  the  English  service,  notwith- 
standing that  she  was  at  the  same  time  receiving  the 
sum  of  200,000  crowns  of  gold  to  maintain  a  Ijody  of 
4000  horse  and  6000  foot  for  the  service  of  Henry  in 

*  Oroote  Chronyk,  divis.  xxxii.,  cap.  41.    Lftttrc*!  do  Loais  XII^ 
torn,  ill.,  p.  160 ;  torn,  iv^  p.  13,  20.   Yelius  lioorn,  bl.  100. 


*  The  plea  of  poverty  advanced  by  Maximilian  the  ^  MoDeyless"  was 

most  likely  real,  since  ho  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  pawning  a 
valoable  setting  of  jewels,  caUe<l  tho  riclie  fleur  de  lis,"  and  oontainin.; 
a  portion  of  the  true  cross,  to  the  King  of  Knghmd,  for  dO,000  golden 
Growns.^Rym.  Foei.,  tom.xiii.,  p.  234,  240,  241. 
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tlie  Netherlands 'f.  This  dubious  policy  met  with  the 
usual  fiite  of  half  measures,  that  of  satisfying  neither 
party;  Louis  wrote  to  the  citizens  of  (ilicMit,  and  the 
other  towns  of  Flanders  and  Artois,  to  threaten  them 
with  the  effects  of  his  heavy  displeasure,  if  they 
afibrded  any  succours  to  bis  enemies,  and  declared  to 
Margaret^  that  it  was  only  the  tender  age  of  the  Prince 
of  Cn^lile  that  ])rovcnted  his  snmraoning  him  in 
resi>ect  of  these  fiefs,  to  do  service  in  the  war  against 
the  English.  Henry,  on  his  side,  complained,  that  the 
srovomess,  by  a  command  she  had  issued,  forbidding 
the  Netherland  troops  in  his  pay  to  commit  hostilities 
m  Prance,  had  violated  the  substance  of  the  agreement 
made  between  them^. 

Neither  did  Englamf  and  the  Netherlands  observe 
with  more  fidelity  towards  each  other  the  contract  of 
marriage  which  had  now  existed  for  nearly  seven  years 
between  the  young  Prince  of  Castile,  and  Mary,  sister 
of  Henry  VIII.  It  had  been  agreed  that  the  nuptials  1514 
should  be  completed  as  soon  as  Charles  attained  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  the  ceremony  was  fixed  by  tlie 
English  monarch  to  talce  place  at  Calais,  in  the  month 
of  May  of  this  year*.  But  Maximilian,  whose  character 
it  was  "to  leave  things  when  they  were  almost  conio 
to  perfection,  and  end  them  by  imaginationa,"  objected 
to  this  place  of  meeting,  and  required  a  further  delay; 
and  uutwithstaiuling  the  heavy  penalty  under  which 
the  towns  and  nobles  had  gnaranteed  the  treaty,  and 
that  Margaret,  deeply  anxious  for  the  alliance,  and 
weary  of  the  vacillating  policy  of  her  father,  pressed 
hua  with  sharp  remonstrances  to  come  to  a  speedy 

*  Hym.  Ftcd.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  3do,  356,  380.    Lettres  do  Louia  XII., 
torn,  iv.,  p.  110,  mr,  217. 
»  lAttns  (le  Ix)uis  XII.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  120,  137,  356. 
'  %in.  Fa'd.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  o81. 
'  Jiacou*:*  Utnrj'  VII.,  p.  07. 
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conclusion,  he  not  only  refused  to  repair  to  Calais,  and 
neglected  to  send,  in  compliance  with  the  treaty,  an 
ambassador  to  England  with  full  powers  to  celebiate 
the  marriage  by  proxy,  but  even  entered  into  a  nega* 
tiation  with  Louis  of  France,  for  the  marriage  of  his 
grandson  to  Ren^e,  daughter  of  that  monarch.  Ilemy 
considered  hinibell  justified  by  this  conduct  in  accepting 
the  offers  made  him  by  the  King  of  France ;  and  con- 
cluding a  peace  with  that  country,  bestowed  on  Louis, 
then  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  the  baud  of  youtliful 
sister  Mary,  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  graceful  women  in  Juirope^  Louis  had,  in  the 
begiuniug  of  the  year,  cti'ccted  a  peace  with  the  repub- 
lic of  Venice^  and  a  truce  for  a  year  with  Ferdinand  of 
Arragon :  the  empire  was  included  as  au  ally  of 
England  in  the  peace  with  France,  and  the  accessioa 
of  the  young  Prince  of  Castile  was  notified  shortly 
after ^  But  the  repose  which  should  have  ioiiowed 
this  general  pacification,  was  disturbed  by  the  restless 
spirit  of  Charles  of  Guelderland,  who,  after  his  truce  with 
Margaret,  found  a  new  theatre  of  action  in  Groninpren 
and  Friezland.  Albert  of  Saxony,  the  imperial  stadt-* 
liolder  of  I'riczland,  had  at  the  sauie  time  boon 
appointed  stadtholder  of  Groningen.  But  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  province,  anciently  belonging  to  the 
bishopric  of  Utrecht,  refused  to  acknowledge  Albert ; 
and,  finding  the  bishop  unable  to  protect  them,  had 
placed  themselves  under  the  government  of  Edvrard, 
count  of  East  Friezland,  in  the  year  1506.  Since  that 
time  Edward  had  not  only  been  able  to  maintain  himself 
in  Groningen  in  defiance  of  Duke  George  of  Saxony, 

Lettrcs  de  Louis  XTT.,  torn,  iv.,  p.  271,  305, 819,  338.  RecueU  des 
Traitt'8,  torn,  ii.,  p.  Ul.    Rym.  Foed.,  torn,  xiii.,  p.  413,  431. 

Recuell  dea  TxaiUs,  torn,  ii.,  p.  D3^  100.  Hynu  Foed.,  toiii«  zliL, 
p.  41U,  4a7. 
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wlio  bad  succeeded  Albert  as  imperial  stadtbolder,  but, 

by  meaiiJa  ot  a  secret  understaudiag  with  the  Friez- 
landerSy  had  attempted  to  reduce  that  proTince  also 
ander  his  dominion.  George  of  Saxony,  forming  an 
alUance  \vith  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  invaded  Gronin- 
gen»  and  laid  siege  to  the  city ;  and  the  Count  of  East 
Friezland,  unable  to  procure  auxiliaries  from  ITolland, 
besought  the  assistance  of  Charles  of  Guelderland"^* 
An  admirable  opportunity  was  thus  afforded  to  this 
ambitious  prince,  ibr  taking  measures  to  extend  his 
own  authority  in  Groningen  and  Friezland,  under  pre-* 
text  of  assisting  his  ally.  Repairing  in  person  to  the 
court  of  France,  he  negotiated  a  treaty  between  Lou  is 
and  Count  Edward,  whereby .  the  latter  was  to  hold 
Groningen  as  a  fief  of  the  French  crown,  and  he  him-* 
self  received  a  command,  as  the  liegemau  of  the  king, 
to  secure  the  count  in  his  possessions.  This  he  en- 
gaged to  do,  on  condition  that  Edward  should  pay  him 
35,000  guilders.  With  difficulty  Edward  collected 
half  this  sum,  and  by  means  of  these  slender  resources 
Charles  contrived  to  raise  an  army  by  the  September 
of  the  same  yea^^  Duke  George  of  Saxony,  mean-» 
while  engaged  at  the  siege  of  Groningen,  sent  ambas- 
sadurs  into  France  to  represent  to  Louis,  that  (Gronin- 
gen being  a  fief  of  the  empire,  any  interference  on  his 
)ni]t  in  its  affairs,  would  be  a  Tiolation  of  the  peace, 
and  to  desire  that  he  would  neither  receive  the  alle- 
giance of  Edward,  nor  permit  his  vassal,  Charles  of 
Guelderland,  to  commit  hostilities  there.  This  remon«* 
strance  had  no  effect ;  and  Charles,  perceiving  that 
Count  Edward  had  not  sufficient  forces  to  oppose  his 
dcbi^iis,  j  ioposed  to  the  citizens  of  Groningen,  that  as 
there  appeared  no  other  means  of  ridding  themselves 

*  Btjning.  Chron.  Orient.  Vris.  npud  Mattha-i  Aualecta,  p.  230. 

*  lieiirvs  de  Loui^  Ail.,  turn.  iv..  p.         Bcuing.,  p.  261,  207* 
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of  the  Saxons,  they  should  aeknowledge  him  as  their 

sovoreif^ni,  iiiidrr  the  King  of  France;  threatening,  if 
they  reiusedy  to  fiurreuder  them  to  the  mercy  of  Duke 
George.  Hardly  ti  choice  being  left  to  the  inhabitants^ 
they  did  homage  to  the  Duke  of  GuelderkuKl  in  the 
person  of  his  marshal,  William  ym  Oye»  md  Count 
Edward  renounced  in  his  favour  all  right  over  Gro* 
ningen  and  the  Ommeland^. 

After  thus  possessing  himself  of  Groningen,  Duke 
Charles,  upon  the  invitation  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Friezland,  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Saxon 
gormmient,  manned  a  number  of  ships  at  Harderwykt 
1515  and  sent  them  to  effect  a  landing  in  that  inovince. 
The  success  of  the  expedition  was  almost  instantaneous. 
Sneek,  Bolsward,  and  several  other  towns,  were  maa* 
tered  with  hut  faiut  resistance;  and  the  Duke  of 
Sax<my,  on  the  tidings  of  these  events,  suddenly  broke 
up  his  camp  in  Friezland,  and  withdrew  into  Germany, 
leavino^  his  troops  unpaid.  The^e  soldiers,  abandoned 
by  their  leader,  and  without  any  other  means  of  aub^ 
sistence  than  plunder,  became,  by  their  licentiousness 
and  rapine,  a  terror  to  the  provinces  of  Frieadaud, 
Overyssel,  and  Utrecht,  where  they  were  known  by 
the  name  of  "  zwarten  hoop, "  or  black  band». 

While  matters  were  in  this  confusion  in  Friezland 
and  Groningen,  Maximilian,  who  from  poverty  was 
unable,  or  from  the  dislike  with  which  he  had  always 
viewed  his  Netherland  subjects,  was  unwilling  to  visit 
them  in  person,  determined  now  to  relieve  himself  of 
the  guardianship  both  of  his  grandson  and  his  states. 
Charles  was  at  this  time  no  more  than  fifteen;  but 
bessides  being  nn  adept  in  all  military  exercises,  he  was 
already  well  skilled  in  the  language  and  history  of  the 

'  Lcttrcs  i\c  Louis  XIT.,  t-mi.  iv.,  j.,  881,  382.    Beiiiii^r.,  p.  258—261. 
f  Lettrcs  de  Louis  XII.,  265—^275.  Vdios  Hoom,  bl.  lOG. 
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prinoipftl  conntriog  of  luirope*  and  luid  given  proofs  of 
suck  superior  intciiigeiice,  gravitj,  and  application,  that 
he  was  uniYeiBally  cooffldered  as  capable  of  being  en- 
trusted with  the  govcrmnent.  lie  was  therefore 
a(  knowledged  in  the  spring  of  this  year  as  sovereign 
in  Brabant  and  Flanders,  and  early  in  the  siiiiuiier  in 
lioilaud  aiid  Zealand,  having  iir8t  taken  the  oath  to 
wiaintahi  their  priTileges''. 

Soon  after  his  accession,  George  of  Saxony  made 
aa  attempt  to  rq>ossess  himself  of  Friezkmd,  which 
proving  tmsnccessful,  he  transferred  his  right  to  that 
state  to  tiie  new  sovereign  of  the  Netherlands  for  the 
Bom  of  850,000  Rhenish  guildere.  Charles  sent  thither 
Egmond,  count  of  Buureu,  who  received  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  his  name  from  Leeawarden,  Franeker,  and 
the  rest  of  those  places  which  had  not  Guelderland 
guii  Lsons*.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  sum 
stipulated,  a  general  assessment  was  made  on  the 
houses  and  lands  in  Holland,  and  a  capitation  tax 
levied:  it  appears  that  only  200,080  acresf  of  land 
and  85,000  houses  were  assessed,  the  remainder  being 
cither  eliurch-lands,  abbeys,  or  such  as,  belonging  to 
the  nobility,  claimed  an  exemption  from  the  oonnty 
tsxes,  and  that  the  caj  itation  tax  was  ]>aid  by  no  more 
than  172,000  persons,  the  rest  of  the  population,  con- 
sisting either  of  clergy,  nobles,  or  those  whose  plea  of 
poverty  was  admitted  for  non-payment;  we  are  not, 

^^^Rdgeisbeig^ deel.ii^ bl,  d84-S87.  Boodwrn  op  Re^., deftl,ii^ bl. 
^  Poat.  Heat.  Her.  Aust,  lib.  tu.,  cap.  11. 

•  He  could  not,  however,  be  induced  by  any  means  to  learn  Latin,  for 
vbichbe  afterwards  expressed  deep  regret,  being,  when  emperor,  unable 
to  QnderBtand  the  Latin  orations  of  the  several  ambassadors  at  lus  court. 
Bent,  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  Tui.,  cap.  I. 

t  Tbe  Dutch  acre  containing  about  two  Knglibh  acres. 
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liowever,  able  to  estimate  the  number  of  these  classes 
of  the  people^  since  the  Netherlandera  were  nerer 
accustomed  to  take  any  census  of  their  population  in 
general)  but  to  reckon  tliose  only  who  were  able  to 
bear  arms*  and  liable  to  pay  the  land-taxi. 

The  marriage  treaty  which  had  been  set  on  foot  bv 
Majdmiiian  in  the  year  1513,  between  Charles  and 
Benee,  second  daughter  of  Louis  XII^  was  confirmed 
1515  ii^Q  young  prince  on  his  accession,  and  an  alliance  of 
commerce  and  friendship  made  at  the  same  time  with 
Francis  I.,  who  had  now  succeeded  Louis  on  the 
throne  of  France.  To  testify  his  gratification  at  the 
prospect  of  this  union,  Francis,  on  the  request  of 
Charles,  consented  to  the  marriage  of  Henry,  count  | 
of  Nassau,  the  favoured  follower  of  the  latter,  and 
whom  he  had  appointed  Stadtholder  of  Holland,  with 

Claude,    sister  of  Pbilibert  do   Chalons,    iMiiice  of 

.  I 

Orange;  by  which  mairiage  the  principahty  of  Orange, 
on  the  death  of  Philibert  without  issue,  devolved  m 

lalG  the  house  of  Nassau.   On  the  death  of  his  grandtalher 
Ferdinand,  king  of  Arragon,  Charles,  although  his  ' 
mother  was  still  alive,  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  ^ 
Spain,  and  in  this  quality  renewed  his  alliance  with  \ 
France,  engaging  to  marry,  not  Ben^e,  but  Louise,  the 
infant  daughter  of  Francis^    As  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  repair  to  Spain  for  the  ceremony  of  his  coro- 

1^17  nation,  he  confided  the  government  of  the  Netherlands 
to  his  aunt,  Margaret  of  Savoy,  nominating  a  privy 
council  to  assist  her  in  the  administration  of  att'airs'. 

The  influence  which  Philip  the  Good  had  obtained 
in  Utrecht,  by  tlie  nomination  of  his  natural  son  David 
to  the  bishopric,  had  again  been  lost  under  the  admi- 

i  Vaterlandsche  Hiflt.,iv.deel.,  bL  391.  Guicc,  Belg.  Des.,tom. i.,  p.SSS. 
^  RecneU  d«8  Tmit^fl,  torn,  li,,  p.  117, 141. 
I  Gioot  Plakoat^  deeU  t!.,  bL  la 
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nistration  of  his  successor,  Frederick  of  Baden:  the 
Utrechters  having  frequently  sidc'd  with  the  Guelder* 
landers  in  their  vars  against  Holland.  But  Frederick, 
now  wear}'  of  the  cares  of  government,  which  he  hud 
sustained  more  than  twenty  years,  was  desirous  of  sqp- 
rendering  his  bishopric,  if  an  adequate  remnneration 
were  ottered  hira.  Chaiie&»>  to  whom  Utrecht  was  of 
the  last  importance,  on  account  of  the  passage  it 
afforded  the  GueldoHanders  into  Holland,  soon  aufrecd 
with  F  rederick  upon  the  terms  of  his  resignation  in 
hvoxa  of  Philip  of  fiurgundy,  another  natural  son  of 
riiilip  the  Guud.  Aa  he  was  at  this  time  an  admiral, 
it  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  consent  of  the  pope 
to  his  election  with  a  good  sum  of  money,  and  12,000 
ducats  was  the  price  paid  for  the  papal  bull  iu  contir- 
mation  of  it^  The  states  of  Utrecht,  though  unwilling 
to  chani^e  masters,  and  fearful  lest  Charles  should,  a.s 
Duke  Philip  had  done,  possess  himself  of  the  whole 
temporal  sovereignty  of  the  bishopric,  were  yet  too 
much  in  dread  of  his  power,  and  their  treasury  was  in 
too  exhausted  a  condition  to  admit  of  their  making  any  1517 
resistance:  they  therefore  received  their  new  bishop, 
insisting  oiUy  upon  some  few  conditions  of  slight  impor- 
tance* This  occurred  before  the  departure  of  Charles 
for  8]>aiii,  but  it  was  not  until  nearly  a  year  had  elapsed 
that  Philip  was  admitted  into  holy  orders,  and  conse* 
ciated  jto  the  see  • 

It  is  one  anionn^  the  manv  instances  of  heedless 
rapacity,  which  Leo  X.  exhibited  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  reign,  that  he  should  at  this  critical 
period  for  the  Catholic  church,  have  been  induced  by 
pecuniary  considerations  to  elevate  to  the  episcopal 
dignity  a  man  neither  imbued  with  the  dogmas  of  that 

Gerardus  Nu\  ii)inaguj»  apud  Analecta  Mattlitei,  torn,  L,  p.  166 — 106, 
Ueda  in  Fred.,  p.  318,  319. 
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cliurcb,  nor  bred  up  iu  the  learuiug  of  the  schools,  so 
fiivourable  to  her  doctrines;  and  it  cimnot  be  doubted 
that  the  influence  of  Bishop  Philip  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  toTrards  the  spread  of  the  prindplesof 
■the  Befbrmers^  now  fast  gaining  ground  in  Holland. 

All  are  familiar  with  the  causes  and  leading  events 
of  the  phenomenon  of  modem  times — the  Reformation, 
of  whicli,  if  Saxony  was  the  nui-sing  mother  in  its 
in&nc^y  Holland  was  the  guardian  and  defender  of  its 
matnrer  growth.  Such  a  part^  the  character  and  dis- 
position of  her  people  peculiarly  fitted  her  to  perform* 
Partakmg  in  a  high  degree  of  the  enthusiastic  apurit» 
and  contemplative  imagination,  remarkable  perhaps  hi 
the  natives  of  Teutonic  origin,  the  tangible  and  (if  we 
-may  so  express  it)  sensnal  mode  of  wordiip  of  the 

Romish  ohurcli,  was  far  less  adapted  to  lier  moml 
nature  than  the  purer,  more  rny^iterious,  and  more 
imaginative  creed  of  the  early  Beformers;  while  the 
dissolute  lives  and  extravagant  luxury  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  were  most  unsuitable  to  the  simple  maimers 
and  frugal  habits  of  the  great  body  of  the  Dutch 
nation.  We  have  seen  that,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Philip  the  Good,  men's  minds  were  prepared  for  this 
great  revolution;  and  had  this  prince  opposed  any 
violent  obstacle  to  the  current  of  public  opinion, 
instead  of  gently  turning  it  aside  while  appearing  to 
yield  to  its  force,  it  is  most  probable  that,  overleaping 
the  barriers  of  custom  and  prejudice,  (afterwards  so 
much  weakened  by  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  con- 
sequent on  the  invention  of  printing,)  it  wouid  have 
hurried  Holland  so  far  forward  in  the  maicli  of  events^ 
that  the  rest  of  Europe  being  as  yet  unprepared  to 
support  her,  she  must  have  yielded  in  the  stniggle,  and 
the  reformed  religion  have  been  trampled  under  foot 
on  tbat  soil,  where  she  has  since  liaised  her  throne  of 
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glory.  Tlie  immediate  exciting  causes  of  the  Rofor- 
matkm — Ihe  eale  of  indulgences  under  pretext  of  a 
war  against  the  Turks,  with  the  misapplicatiim  of  the 
funds  deriwd  from  that  source,  and  the  vehement 
disputes  of  the  Fnudcisoan  and  Dominican  monks— 
operated  no  less  strongly  in  Holland  than  in  other 
coQtttriee;  and  the  writings  of  Luther,  printed  and 
poWfclj  sold  In  the  neighbouring  county  of  East 
Friezlaud,  had  found  their  way  thither,  where  they 
were  soon  widely  diffused,  and  greedily  deToured. 

Philip,  bishop  of  Utrecht,  exempt  by  his  education 
and  habits  from  all  the  bigotry  of  a  churehman,  hesi* 
tated  not  to  express  Us  eoBTietion  of  the  necessity  of 
checking  the  rapacity  of  the  clergy,  of  lesseuiug  the 
number  of  saints*  days,  and  of  substituting  good  and 
t'flective  preachers  in  the  place  of  the  ignorant  and 
careless  monks,  who  but  too  frequently  filled  this 
office.  He  both  practised  and  recommended  the  study 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  instead  of  tho  lives  of  the 
sahits,  which  he  considered  as  idle  fables,  and  was  a 
strong  advocate  for  the  marriage  of  the  clergy.  In 
these  opinions  he  was  fortified  by.  the  learned  and 
illustrious  Erasmus  of  Rotterdam,  with  whom  he  enter- 
tained a  correspondence,  and  who  was  himself  not 
opposed  to  many  of  the  doctrines  of  Luther,  however 
averse  the  headstrong  character  and  violent  proceedings 
of  the  latter  may  have  been  from  his  own  gentle  temper 
and  Christian  forbearance*.  Erasmus  would  have 
puiihcil  and  repaired  the  venerable  fabric  of  the 
Church  vrith  a  light  and  cautious  touch,  fearful  lest 
learning,  virtue,  and  religion  should  be  buried  in  its 
fall;  while  Lntlier  struck  at  the  tottering  ruin  with  a 
bold  and  reckless  hand,  coniSdent  that  a  new  and 
more  beautiful  temple  would  rise  from  its  ashes. 

»  Bnmdf  fl  Hist.  d«r  Rel,  loek  ih,  bl.  S2, 63. 
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Under  the  example  and  encouragement  of  duch  men 

as  the  Bishop  of  Utrecht  and  Erasmus,  it  was  no 
wonder  that  the  Netherlanders  lent  a  willing  ear  to 
the  new  tenets,  even  if  other  circumstances  had  not 
prepai'ed  for  them  a  favourable  reception;  nor  \\as 
their  diffusion  materially  checked  by  the  subsequent 
persecution  which  the  political  situation  of  Charles,  no 
less  than  his  natural  disposition,  prompted  him  to 
exercise. 


ifild     The  death  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  in  the 

January  of  this  year,  gave  occasion  to  a  general  war 
throughout  Europe*  diaries,  king  of  Spain,  and 
Francis  I.,  of  France,  both  claimants  for  the  imperial 
dignity,  professed  towards  each  other  a  generous  rivalry, 
without  jealouqr»  and  without  animosity^  But  they 
greatly  over-rated  the  strength  of  their  own  tuodera* 
tion,  and  the  chagrui  of  Frauds  at  the  success  of  his 
competitor,  was  accompanied  by  so  powerful  an  arer- 
sion,  that  it  was  never  extuiguished  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  lie  scrupled  not  to  sacrifice  to 
this  passion  all  considerations  of  prudence  and  policy, 
and  it  was  to  crratify  its  immediate  impulse,  that  he 
anxiously  sought  a  pretext  for  declaring  war  against 
the  new  emperor. 

Charles  was  in  Spain  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
1520  where  he  was  detained  until  the  May  of  the  following 
year  by  the  tumults  that  had  arisen  in  consequence  of 
his  employment  of  Netherlanders  in  the  administration 
of  ai&irs^  On  his  way  to  Germany  he  visited  the 
court  of  England,  where  he  remained  some  days,  aud 
during  that  time  so  successfully  flattered  the  vanity, 

»  Du  Bvllay,  liv.  i.,  p.  25. 

'  PouU  Hcut.  Rer,  AusL,  lib*  viU^  cap.  4. 
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and  gratified  the  cupidity  of  Wolsey,  the  favourite  and 
prime  minister  of  Henry  VIII.,  that  by  his  means  he 
attached  the  king  finnly  to  his  interests^.  In  passing 
through  the  Netherlands  the  states  voted  him  a 
subaidjr  of  200»000  crowns  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
his  approaching  coronation  at  Aix.  The  emperor  once 
more  contirmed  the  Ducliess  Margaret  in  the  office  of 
goyeraess,  appointing  the  Bidiops  of  Liege  and  Utrecht 
as  heads  of  a  privy  council  M'hich  he  appointed  to 
assist  her  in  the  management  of  affiurs,  and  made 
some  other  arrangements  in  the  goTemment  of  Holland 
and  Zealand,  mch  as  manifested  a  strong  disinclination 
to  be  fettered  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority  by  any 
popular  ri^lits.  He  gave  the  governess  power  to 
fiummon  the  states  when  and  where  she  pleased ;  and 
they  were  commanded  to  abide  by  her  instructions^ 
not  only  generally,  but  on  each  particular  question. 
The  great  council  of  Mechlin,  as  well  as  the  supreme 
court  of  Holland,  were  to  be  subject  to  a])peals  before 
the  governess  in  privy  council.  Thus  a  new  power  was 
created,  unrecognized  by  the  constitution,  and  super* 
-seding  at  once  the  legislative  functions  of  the  states 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  regular  courts, 
while  it  deprived  the  supreme  court  of  Holland  of  the 
dignity  it  had  always  enjoyed  as  council  of  the  sove- 
reign* He  likewise  ordered  the  supreme  court  of 
Holland  to  suspend  or  abrogate  entirely,  all  such 
privileges  as  were  appealed  to  against  the  execution  of 
his  ordinances^ 

These  measures,  destructive  of  the  civil  liberty  of 
the  Netberlanders,  were  followed  by  restraints  oi^ 
the  freedom  of  religious  belief.  Charles,  desirous  of 
strengthening  himself  by  every  means  in  his  power  i^ai 

*  %m.  Feed.,  torn,  xiii.,  pp.  709,  771. 
'  Groot  Plakaatb.,  deel.  ii.,  bl.  IS. 
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against  the  tbraateucd  hostility  of  Fniuee,  sought  to 
gaia  the  fiLVOiir  of  the  pope  by  publishiiig  in  the 
Netiierlands  his  bull,  condemning  the  heretical  doc- 
trineB  and  writings  of  Luthen  This  he  followed  up 
by  an  ediot,  forbidding  the  printing  or  publishing  of 
lampooxis  against  the  pope  and  clergy*  or  of  any  works 
on  matteES  of  faiths  on  pain  of  punishment  aceotding 
to  temporal  and  spiritual  justice ;  by  which  terms,  as  ic 
afterwards  appeared,  the  penalty  of  death  was  under- 
stood; and  the  ]ike  ponishment  was  inflicted  on  all 
who  should  be  convicted  of  holding  heretical  opinions, 
80  much  fisiTOur  being  extended  to  those  who  reoaated» 
as  to  |)ennit  them  to  be  beheaded^  instead  of  burnt 
or  buried  alive,  as  were  the  obstinate  and  relapsed 
hereticSi  Notwithstanding  the  infringement  vpon  the 
authority  of  tlie  statos,  by  j)ressing  on  tlieiu  a  measure 
of  so  much  importance  without  their  consent,  or  even 
previous  knowledge,  they  ventured  to  oflfer  no  opposi- 
tion to  the  publication  of  the  edict  either  in  Holhuid 
or  Zeahind*. 

1522  As,  nevertheless,  the  general  disposition  both  of 
the  governments  of  the  to\vns  and  of  the  people  occsr 
sioned  its  being  but  languidly  carried  into  executioii, 
the  emperor,  iu  the  following  year,  appointed  Francis 
van  der  Hulst,  councillor  of  Brabant,  to  search  out  the 
Lutheran  writings,  as  well  as  the  followers  of  the  re- 
formed doctrines ;  and  issued  a  new  edict  summoning 
every  one  suspected  of  heresy  to  appear  within  a  cei^ 
tain  time,  that  he  may  be  mercifully  corrected,  purified, 
and  instructed*.*'  In  the  year  1625  another  edict 
appeared)  forbidding  the  study  of  the  Epistles  and 

«  Brandt's  llhL  der  Reform,  book  ii.,  bl.  67,  70.  Metorm  N«d«Utfft., 
bock  i.,  fo\.  10.    Velius  Hoom,  bl.  120. 

•  Bmndt's  Uist.  dor  Ref.,  bock  ii.,  bl.  71.  Rejiert.  der  i'lakoat  vaa 
Holland,  bl.  0. 
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other  spiritual  writings,  directed  probably  against  the 
new  Gemian  iranslation  of  the  Bible  by  Luther,  which 
had  been  printed  in  Amsterdam  two 
About  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  edict*  the 
death  of  the  fint  martTr  in  Hdlaiid  aignaiised  the 
commencement  of  thu  icarrul  ])erseciition  after- 
vtQxdB  desolated  this  devoted  country.  Joha  iiakker» 
a  priest  of  Woerden,  who  had  married,  and  was  aeeoied 
of  holding  heretical  opinions,  was  tried  at  the  Hagne, 
tondemned  to  death,  impaled,  and  bnmt^.  He  perished 
in  silence  and  obscurity,  but  his  blood  was  not  shed  in 
vain ;  from  it  sprung  a  noble  army  of  martyrs^*'  who 
pieeented  their  undaunted  breasts  as  a  rampart  to 
defend  the  stnisrsrlin^?  faith.  ^e\  ei  til  more  shared  the 
same  talie  with  Bakker,  and  many  citizens  of  Amster- 
dam, Leyden,  Haarlem,  and  other  phces  expiated  in 
solitary  dungeons  this  newly-discovered  crime. 

If  the  complaisance  of  Charles  towards  the  pope 
Wore  hostile  to  the  relif^ious  views  of  the  Dutch,  so  was 
Lis  enmity  towards  France  prejudicial  to  their  hnancial 
and  commerefatl  interests.  The  pretext  for  war  which 
F rancis  desired  so  much  to  find,  was  not  far  to  .seek. 
The  possession  of  the  kingdom  of  Navarre,  disputed 
since  1&12  between  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain, 
afluKled  one  always  ready  at  hand;  and  it  was  with 
the  invasion  of  this  state  that  Fzaneis  began  the  csm^ 
paign  early  in  1521,  while  Charles  vms  yet  embarrassed 
by  the  disputes  between  his  Spanish  subjects  and  his 
Netherland  ministers^ 

For  a  time  the  fortune  of  war  was  favourable  to 
the  French,  but  a  total  defeat  in  a  pitched  battle 
fought  near  Paimpeluna,  afterwards  threw  the  whole  of 
Navarre,  except  Fontarabia,  into  the  hands  of  the 

•  BraiuU*8  Hist.  Kef.,  boek  ii.,  1)1.  02 — 00. 

»  Pout,  lltut,  Kcr»  Aubt.,  lib,  viii.,  cu^*.  8,  p.  193. 
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Spauiards.    Meanwhile  the  Count  of  Nassau,  atadt* 

holder  of  Holland,  invaded  Champagne  by  order  of  the 
empejor,  received  IMoiisoii  by  capitulation,  and  invested 
Mezierefl»  vhich»  defended  by  the  Chevalier  Bayard, 
sustained  the  siege  until  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and 
))ro visions  arrived  irom  the  1  reuch  army,  veheu  Nassau, 
despairing  of  carrying  the  town  either  by  assault  or 
famine,  determined  upon  a  retreat ;  Monson  was  soon 
re-captured,  Hedin  and  some  smaller  places  surrendered 
to  the  French  anns,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Toumay 
was  taken  by  the  imperialists  after  a  siege  of  five 
months^*  For  this  war  Holland  was  forced  to  supply 
troops  from  all  her  towns,  and  the  vassals  were  sum- 
moned to  serve,  not  the  county,  but  the  emperor'.  It 
does  not  appear  that  they  made  any  remonstrance 
against  this  innovation,  nor  do  I  find  that  they  ever 
ventured  to  assert  their  privilege  of  not  serving  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  county,  except  the  war  were 
undertaken  with  their  own  consent,  under  the  princes 
of  the  house  of  Burgundy  and  Austria. 

The  anxious  care  of  Margaret  preserved  the  com- 
merce and  tisiicries  of  Holland  from  much  of  the  injury 
they  would  otherwise  have  suffered  from  these  hosti- 
1521  litios,  since,  by  her  efforts,  an  agreement  was  concluded 
with  the  auibassadors  of  France  at  Calais^  under  the 
mediation  of  Wolsey,  that  the  vessels  engaged  in  the 
herring  fishery  should  remain  unmolested  during  the 
ensuing  season,  and  that  no  merchant  ships  should  be 
attacked  by  the  subjects  of  either  power,  in  the  ports 
belonging  to  the  King  of  England,  more  especially  in 
the  Downs^. 

The  Duke  of  Guelderland,  whether  incited  by 

*  Mem.  de  Da  Bellay,  lir.  i.,  chap.  87,  88, 47, 40. 
>  Plakait  van  HoUaiid,  bL  0. 

1  HecoeU  de«  Trait^  torn.  U.,  p.  182.  Rym,  Fisd,,  torn.  xiJi^p.  7^ 
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France,  or  encouraged  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
sc  i<ijers  were  drawn  out  of  the  Netlierlands  ior  the  war 
with  thftt  oonntrj,  ventured  to  come  disguised  into 
Holland,  for  the  purpose  of  recoiuioitring  the  frontiers, 
and  singling  out  the  most  advantageous  place  of  attack*. 
The  trace  with  him  had  been  prolonged  in  1516, 
under  the  mediation  of  Francis  I.,  and  often  since 
renewed,  but  iU  observed  on  both  sides,  particularly  by 
sea,  since  Charles  of  Guelderland  had  constantly  kept 
in  his  pay  a  freebootiug  captain,  known  and  dreaded 
by  the  name  of  ^  Groote  Pier,**  or  great  Peter,  who^ 
commanding  some  vessels  manned  by  Frlezlaiiders  of 
the  Guelderland  party,  kept  Holland  in  terror,  and 
rendered  the  Zuyderzee  unsafe  by  his  continual  pira- 
cies ;  seizing  all  the  herring  boats  or  merchant  ships 
he  fell  in  with,  and  putting  the  crews  to  death  without 
mercy*.    Whatever  designs  Charles  may  have  formed 
upon  Holland,  were  postponed  by  the  occurrences 
which  happened  in  Overyssel,  where,  on  the  occasion  of 
a  dispute  between  Zwol  and  Kampen,  he  procured 
himself  to  be  named  protector  of  the  former  town,  and 
having  thus  obtained  a  footing  in  tlie  province,  con- 
quered the  greater  part  of  it,  and  obliged  the  Overys- 
Briers  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  him,  engaging  to 
acknowledge  uu  other  Bishop  of  Utrecht  after  the 
death  of  Philip,  unless  he  first  swere  to  live  in  peace 
with  the  Guelderlanders^ 

The  extension  of  his  authority  in  Overyssel  was 
more  than  counterbalanced  to  Charles  of  Guelderland 
by  the  entire  loss  of  Friezland.  The  burghers  of  Sneek, 
having  forced  the  Guelderiaud  garribou  to  surrender 

*  Vfiiius  HoofD,  bl.  121* 

*  Id^,  R 110—115. 

^  PontttMifl,  Hist.  Gel*,  lib.  xi.,  p.  70i,  ^^^L  l^r,  A^t.,  Ub,  slXL, 
op.  12, 


Digitized  by  Google 


SC2 


i:;nAfiLE8  il 


the  keys  of  the  gates,  changed  the  governmcut,  and 
inyited  the  Uoliauders  i&to  the  protmoe.  A  body  of 
troops,  therefore,  und^  George  Schenck  and  John  tmi 
Waasenaar,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Friezlaiid 
nobles^  landed  near  Staveren,  of  whieh  they  took  poB» 

session.  Immediately  after  tlic  occu])ation  of  tLc  town, 
bcbeuck  summoued  the  states  thither>  when  it  "wm 

1523  agreed  that  the  counts  of  Holland  should  henceforth 
goTeru  Friezlaixd  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  the 
atates  reserring  to  tiiemaeireB  the  power  of  choodng  a 
^  Podestate,''  as  of  old,  -who  should  administer  the 
affairs  of  the  province  in  conjunction  with  a  council  of 
twelve  of  the  principal  nobles.   The  nmainder  of  the 

1523  strong  towns  fell  during  the  nc  xt  year  into  tlic  hands  of 
fichenck,  and  thm  Friezlaad»  aiter  so  many  centuries  of 
obstinate  and  bloody  wars,  was  finally  reduced  to  suU 
mission  under  the  Counts  of  Holland*. 

The  eonstitntioa  of  Friealand  diftred  eonsideiaUf 
irom  that  of  the  other  Netherland  states,  and  was, 
perhaps,  the  purest  relic  that  remained  in  Europe,  of 
the  old  Saxon  mode  of  goveniment.  Friealand  was 
divided  into  three  parts,  Oostergouue,  Westergouwe, 
and  Islegouwe,  each  having  separate  states,  who  deli» 
berated  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  other  two^ 
according  as  the  nature  pf  the  business  requii-ed :  tht'j?e 
three  divisions  were  again  subdivided  into  twenty-eight 
distr!cts,or  bailliages,  of  which  Oostergouwe  comprised 
twelve,  Westergouwe  and  Isiegouwe  eight  each;  tho 
inhabitants  of  these  districts  chose  each  a  Orietman,'* 
or  bailiff,  who,  with  a  certain  number  of  assessors, 
administered  and  executed  justice  in  his  bailliage^  was 
the  guardian  of  the  public  peace,  received  fines,  and 
collected  taxes  imposed  by  the  states,  combining  thus 

'  *  Fontantts,  lib.  sd.,  p.  C99.  Heat.,  Rer.  Aost.,  lib,  tiH.,  cap.  1% 
p.  200. 
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the  offiees  of  judge,  sberiiF  of  a  county,  and  treasurer ; 
tiieir  oitice,  as  as  tlmt  of  tli^ir  sx&s^monA^  was 
•anuaL  Eaeh  bttiUiage  sent  two  deputies  to  the  states; 
the  towns,  eleteu  iu  iiuiiibcr,  hail  nothing  in  coniuiuu 
with  the  rand  districtg^  ezeept  that  they  sent  eaeh  two 
defNities  to  the  geneiml  assembly  of  the  states  of  Friess- 
laud.  The  electors  of  the  deputies  fron\  the  baiUiages 
wQie  BoUes^  possesans  of  Iand»  whether  they  let  or 

cultivated  it  tliemselves,  renters  of  land,  and  ministers 
of  the  church;  the  grietmau  had  great  iuilueuce  iu 
the  eleeti0ii%  and  was  ofkaii  named  one  of  the 
deputies 


The  death  of  Pope  Leo  X.,  who  had  done  all  that 
lay  in  his  power  to  keep  alive  the  animosities  between 
the  emi>eror  and  France,  and  the  election  to  the  papal 
see  of  Adrian  Floreucesou  of  Utrecht,  formerly  tutor 
fo  Charles,  appeared  likely  to  present  an  opportunity 
for  pacific  overtures;  but  Francis,  dissatisfied  that  a 
pope  should  have  been  chosen  so  entirely  in  the  em- 
peror's Interests,  dc  tcrniined  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
renewed  vigour,  more  particularly  iu  Italy,  Tiie 
events  of  the  campaign,  however,  proved  most  nnpro- 
pitious  to  him ;  his  general-in-chief,  Lautrec,  sustained 
a  severe  defeat  at  the  Bicoque,  a  country  house  near 
Milan,  and  the  Marshal  de  Foix,  who  succeeded  him 
iu  the  command,  was  forced  to  withdraw  his  troops  1522 
from  the  whole  of  Lombardy,  except  the  citadels  of 
Milan,  Novana,  and  Cremona ^ 

The  favourable  aspect  of  his  aitairs  determined 
Charles  to  pass  over  into  Spain,  where  fresh  insurrec- 
tions, amounting  now  to  an  actual  civil  war,  urgently 

Des.  Belg.  addlt.  od  Lud.  Guic.  Francis.  Yitellii,  torn,  ii.,  p,  2(KI, 
237,  242. 
•  Dtt  Celltt/,  liv.  ii.,  p.  (K)— 70. 
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required  his  presence.   Setting  sail  from  Amemuydeii, 

in  Zealand,  he  once  more  landed  in  England,  where  he 
renewed  the  alliance  with  Uenrj,  each  party  engagiog 
to  invade  France  before  the  end  of  May,  1624.  A 
marriage  was  also  agreed  npon  between  Charles  aud 
Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  (the  same  who  afterwaids 
married  his  son  Philip),  so  soon  as  she  should  hsTs 
attained  the  age  of  twelve  years.  TJie  emperor,  atter 
a  stay  of  six  weeks  in  England,  proceeded  on  his 

journey  to  Spaiu^. 

Another  ally  was  soon  added  to  this  confederacy, 
in  the  person  of  Pope  Adrian  VI.,  who,  though  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  Charles,  had  hitherto  so  far  pre- 
served the  appeaiance  of  neutrality,  as  to  issue  a  bull, 
commanding  the  princes  of  Christendom  to  conclude  a 
truce  for  three  years,  and  to  jirepare  themselves  lor 
war  against  the  Turkscr*  The  rejection  of  this  proposal 
by  Francis,  left  Adrian  at  liberty  to  espouse  the  side  of 
his  former  master,  who  was  likewise  suj)ported  in  Italy 
by  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  the  republics  of  Venice^ 
Florence,  Genoa,  Sienna,  and  Lucca.  According  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  between  the  emperor  and 
Henry  VIII.,  the  combined  forces  of  the  English  and 
Netherlanders,  the  former  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
^Suffolk,  the  latter  by  £gmond,  count  of  Buuren, 
invaded  Picardy ;  but  the  events  of  the  campaign  were 
limited  to  little  more  than  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
J  523  ^P^^^  Hedim  It  was  late  in  the  next  season  before 
the  Count  de  Buureii,  at  the  Lead  of  12,000  Nether- 
landers, joining  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  with  a  like 
number  of  English,  again  marched  into  Picardy.  The 
French,  prudently  evading  a  general  engagement, 
threw  strong  garrisons  into  all  the  towns  likely  to  be 

'  ITeiit.  Ker.  Aust.,  lib.  viii.,  cap,  13. 
s  ki^  m,  i'ted.,  torn,  xui.,  p.  7i)0. 
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besieged.  The  allies  haviiig  mastered  Bray,  a  small 
town  on  the  Somme^  besieged  and  took  Montdidier^ 
whence  they  proceeded  to  the  Oise,  aiKl  nuirched 
liirect  to  within  eleven  leagues  of  Paris:  but»  leariul 
of  being  snnonndedy  from  baying  left  so  many  strong 
j»laces  behind  them,  they  hastily  retreated,  uljuudoned 
Montdidier,  and  returned  home  without  reaping  the 
smallest  permanent  benefit  from  their  great  prepanw 
tions^.  During  this  war,  a  decree  was  issued  in 
Holland,  prohibiting  monies^  or  other  ecelesiasties,  from 

going  into  l'iaiic(\  or  coming  thence  into  Ilolhmd, 

under  pain  of  being  tied  up  in  a  sack  and  drowned  ^ 

From  the  extreme  severity  of  this  prohibition,  we 

should  be  led  to  suppose  that  it  had  been  the  custom 

to  employ  these  persons  as  spies* 

The  defection  of  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  constable 

of  France^  (caused  by  tlie  persecutions  which  Louise 

of  Savoy,  mother  of  the  King  of  France,  had  raised 

against  him,  as  well  as  by  a  secret  discontent  which 

he  had  nourished  since  the  campaign  of  1521  in  the 

Netherlands,  when  the  king  deprived  him  of  the  com* 

mand  of  the  advanced  guard,  to  bestow  it  on  the  Duke 

of  Alen^on^)  brought  a  powerful  coadjutor  to  the 

camp  of  the  allies.    In  conjunction  with  the  Spanish 

forces  under  the  Marquis  de  Pescai*a,  he  laid  siege  to 

Marseilles,  whieb  he  was  forced  by  Francis  to  abandon, 

^vIk  u  he  retired  into  Italy*    Thither  he  was  followed 

by  the  king,  who  having  conquered  the  Milanese,  laid 

siege  to  Pa  via.    The  celebrated  battle  fought  near  the 

"Walls  of  this  city,  terminated,  as  it  is  well  known,  in 

the  entire  defeat  of  the  French,  and  the  capture  of 

their  monarch,  who  was  conducted  prisoner  to  Madrid^.  \o23 

^DtiBdk7,UT.ii., p. 78,82-07.  H«ttt,Rer. Aiist,Ub.YiiL,ci9.18, 19, 

*  Repert  d«r  Plakaat.,  hh  11. 

'  Dq  BeUay,  liv.  L,  p.  46  ;  My.  U.,  p.  83. 

'  Idem,  liT.  u.,  p.  103—100, 119. 
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The  news  of  tliis  victory  was  received  with  the 
liveliest  joy  in  Holland,  as  it  gave  hopes  of  an  ap* 
proadiing  peace.  The  goveniess  despatched  envoys 
without  delay  to  England,  to  treat  of  a  renewal  of  the 
trace,  as  far  as  regarded  the  fishenes^  with  the  ambas- 
sador whom  the  Qiuxii-mother  of  France  sent  to  that" 
court,  upon  the  imprisonment  of  the  king.  This  was 
followed  by  a  general  armistice  for  six  months,  nego- 
tiated at  Breda  between  Anthony  de  Lalaing,  count  of 
Hoehstradt,  successor  of  Heniy  of  Nassau  as  stadt- 
holder  of  Holland,  and  Carondelet,  bishop  of  Palermo 
deputies  of  Margaret  on  the  one  side,  and  De  Warti, 
the  ambassador  of  Louise,  on  the  other"*,  ^is  cessa- 
tion of  aims,  tliougli  short,  ^vas  still  a  timclr  relief  to 
the  towns  of  Holland,  from  the  heavy  expenses 
Itttendant  on  the  protection  of  their  trade  and  fishing, 
which  they  were  the  less  able  to  bear,  since  the  repeated 
demands  for  subsidies  bad  drained  their  resources  to 
the  lowest  ebb. 

The  inevitable  consequence  of  a  prodigal  expendi- 
ture of  the  national  finances,  the  arbitrary  and  exces* 
feive  taxation  of  the  people,  has  so  frequently  occasioned 
the  overthrow  of  the  government  attempting  it ;  and 
the  struggle  of  passions  and  resentments  thereby  called 
forth,  has  shaken  so  ^jfton  the  very  foundations  of  the 
social  edifice^  that  the  termination  of  all  disputes  on 
tills  point,  between  a  niition  and  its  government,  is 
watched  by  the  politician  with  interest  and  anxiety. 
It  is  not  to  the  sordid  love  of  lucre  that  we  must  attri^ 
bute  the  jealous  care  with  which  a  people  attached  to 
freedom  have  always  been  observed  to  guard  the  pubUc 
purse :  but  to  the  conviction  that  when  they  have 
once  surrendered  into  the  bauds  of  their  rulers  so 
))owerfiil  an  engine  of  oppression,  they  have  given 

">  Hecueil  dea  Troit^s,  torn,  ii.,  p.  lli-L 
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than  the  means,  not  only  of  crashing  liberty  in  its 
growth,  but  of  striking  a  death-blow  at  its  very  root ; 
of  rendeiing  the  fountain  of  jiutioe  corrupt,  and  the 
press  venal ;  and  have  left  themselves  destitute  of  the 
only  method  consistent  with  peace  and  orderr-^-that  of 
vitfaholdiiig  suppUeSr^-by  which  they  might  force  their 
sovereigns  to  repair  the  defects^  or  abide  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution.  This  observation  is  confirmed 
by  the  fact,  that  the  English  and  Dutch,  the  people 
most  teuacious  in  refusing  the  demands,  when  suspi- 
cions of  the  designs  of  their  courts,  have  in  times  of 
poblic  necessity,  or  when  secure  of  the  projier  applica- 
tion of  the  funds  they  contributed,  cheerfully  borne  a 
borden'  of  taxation,  of  which  other  nations  could 
scarcely  form  an  idea.  The  exhaustion  of  tlie  public 
Ireasnry,  and  the  rash  or  arbitary  messores  adopted  to 
replenish  it,  were  the  source  from  whence  sprung,  not 
only  the  long  wars  between  our  own  Charles  I.  and  his- 
parliament,  and  the  French  reTolntion  in  later  times^ 
but  we  shall  ere  long  see  Holland  herself  It  ari  ully  con- 
vulsed, owing  to  the  same  cause.  It  will  not,  therefore, 
be  uninteresting  to  remark  the  devices  used  to  obtain 
extraordinary  supplies,  by  the  delegates  of  a  monarch 
80  powerful  as  Charles,  and  the  resistanise  opposed  to 
bis  demands  by  the  guardians  of  the  interests  of  the 
conuo<mwealth,  whose  strength,  however,  was  vastly 
disproportioned  to  their  integrity  and  diligence. 

The  harassing  and  ruinous  wars  whicli  Holland 
had  now  for  so  protracted  a  period  been  compelled  to 
Mstain,  had  rendered  the  scarcity  of  money  so  great, 
that  even  the  ordinary  petitions  were  slowly  and  un- 
wiUmgly  produced,  more  particularly  by  the-  smaller 
towns,  who  complained  that  their  proportions  were 
rated  too  highly.  To  remedy  this  evil,  Charles  had,  lol8 
soon  after  his  accession,  appointed  commissioners  to 
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▼alue  thd  property  of  the  mbabitants  in  general,  and  to 
divide  an  assessment  of  00,000  guilders  in  relative 
proportions  amongst  the  towns  and  the  open  coontij. 
This  assessment,  called  the  "  SchildtalenV'  remained 
in  force  during  the  whole  life  of  Charles. 
1025  In  this  year  the  governess  made  a  petition  extoior* 
diiiary  in  behalf  of  the  emperor,  to  the  states  of  Hol- 
land, of  100,000  guilders  for  the  defence  of  the  countrjr 
against  the  Gnelderlanders.  This  the  states  refnsed; 
alleging  that  a  truce  with  Guelderland  was  now  in 
progress,  and  pleading  the  extreme  poverty  caused  hj 
the  suspension  of  trade,  and  the  heavy  contributioiis 
levied  on  them  since  the  death  of  King  Philip.  The 
deputy  firom  the  governess,  Jeronimo  van  Dorpe,  then 
lessened  the  demand  to  50,000  guilders,  whicli  was  in 
like  manner  refused  In  consequence  of  this  failure,  a 
fresh  assembly  was  summoned  at  Geertruydenberg, 
where  the  Count  of  Hochstradt,  stadtholder  of  Holland, 
used  his  influence  with  each  of  the  deputies  separately, 
io  induce  them  to  consent  to  the  petition.  To  those 
of  Delft,  which  had  shown  itself  the  most  backward  in 
compliance^  and  whose  quota  of  the  80,000  guilders 
was  G800,  he  promised  a  quittance  of  the  half  of  the 
sum,  if  they  would  consent  to  give  their  vote  in  favour 
of  the  petition ;  and  as  the  deputies  objected,  that  the 
town  was  too  much  in  debt  to  take  upon  itself  any  new 
burden;  from  persuasion  he  had  recourse  to  threats, 
affirming  that  ^Hhe  welfare  of  the  town  depended  on  , 
the  emperor,  and  that  if  they  consented  to  the  petition, 
endeavours  should  be  made  to  relieve  them  of  their 
debts;  but  if  not,  commissioners  should  be  sent  to 
Delft,  who  would  examine  their  accoimts,  change  the 

•  Scblld  is  an  old  coin,  vuluc fifteen  pence,  and  **tar*  means  number;  | 
therefore,  hy    Schildtalen,"  u  iindevstood  the  iiiimber  of  achilda  each 
town  or  vUlage  had  to  pay. 
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^venunent;  and  do  many  other  thingg  which  would 

prove  Tery  vexatious  to  them."  He  used  similar  argu- 
ments with  the  deputies  of  the  other  towns^  who  at 
length  promised  to  make  a  report  to  their  constituents, 
and  obtain,  if  possible,  a  more  favourable  answer.  On 
their  reunion  at  Breda»  the  nobles  and  towns  voted 
compliance  with  the  emperors  demand,  except  Delft, 
Leyden,  Gouda»  Alknu&ar^  Gorinchem^  and  Oudewater^ 
who  exeused  themselves  on  the  plea  of  poverty.  The 
petition  was  at  length  levied".  The  Netherland  towns 
granted  the  pecuniary  demands  of  their  sovereign,  the 
more  reluctantly,  since  they  were  now  threatened  with 
a  war,  of  ail  others,  the  most  injurious  to  their  com- 
merce. Christian  11^  king  of  Denmark,  having  fled  in 
the  year  1523  from  his  rebellious  subjects,  to  whom  lie 
had  made  himself  obnoxious  by  his  tyranny  and  cruelty, 
sought  refuge  in  the  Netherlands,  and  his  seat  on  the 
Danish  throne  was  filled  by  1  rcderic,  duke  of  Uolsteiu, 
the  friend  and  ally  of  Lubek,  and  the  Hanse  towns  of 
the  Baltic.  Christian,  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
procure  assistance  from  the  King  of  £ngland,  and 
some  of  the  princes  of  (Jerroany,  fitted  oat  in  the 
begmning  of  this  year,  five  meu-of-war  at  Veere,  in 
Zealand,  commissioned  to  cruise  against  the  Hanse 
towns,  without  consent  or  permission  of  the  states 
either  of  Holland  or  Zealand,  wlio  feared  lest  this 
proceeding  might  occasion  the  recal  of  a  licence  which 
Frederic  had  granted  the  year  before  to  the  Nether- 
landers,  to  carry  on  a  free  trade  throughout  his  king-* 
dom.  Soon  after  Christian  had  fixed  his  residence  in 
the  Netherlands,  the  Hanse  towns  forbad  the  Hol- 
landers and  Zeaknders  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic, 
and  laid  an  enibargo  on  all  the  ships  they  found  there; 
and  the  Hollanders  saw  with  vexation  that  the  mer- 

■  Kegbtor  van  Aert  van  der  Goes,  deel.  i«,  bL  8 — ^20. 
VOL,  I.  '     2  n 
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chants  of  those  towns  went  to  France  to  procofe  salti 

which  they  themselves  were  accustomed  to  carry  to  all 
the  northern  countries.  In  answer  to  the  earnest 
remonstraiu'os  of  the  Advocate  of  Holland,  Aert  Yan 
der  GoeSy  Christian  solemnly  prom  i  sod  that  he  would 
send  out  no  more  ships  from  Zealand;  bat  shortly 
after*  intelligence  was  brought  to  Holland  that  a  pri« 
Tftteeiing  galleon  was  again  crnisuig  nnder  his  ooloois. 
The  goremess,  therefore,  at  the  desire  of  the  states^ 
wrote  to  the  town  of  Lubek,  that  this  ship  having  put 
to  sea  without  permission,  the  crew  might  be  treated 
as  pirates.  They  were,  in  fact,  some  time  after  cap« 
tared  by  the  UambuigherSy  and  put  to  death''. 

The  Hollanders  finding  themselves  unable  to  peiw 
suade  the  Ilanse  towns  to  make  a  separate  truce  with 
th^  urgently  besought  the  states  of  Zealand  and 
Brabant  to  send  ambasgadors  for  this  purpose  to  Lubek ; 
but  as  they  either  were  unwilling  to  restore  the  goods 
of  the  Hanse  towns^  or  to-  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
embassy,  they  declined  the  proposal;  and  the  gover- 
ness took  upon  herself  to  obtain  the  consent  of  these 
provinces  to  whatever  the  Holland  ambassadors  should 

1526  agree  uj)on.  A  truce  for  two  years  was  therefore  con- 
cluded, daring  which  time  the  injuries  on  both  sides 
should  be  estimated,  and  compensation  given  p. 

1527  A  peace  was  likewise  made  in  the  January  of  the 
next  year,  between  the  emperor  and  his  prisoner  the 
King  of  France,  on  such  terms  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  their  relative  situations.  Mai^iuet 
having  before  made  a  separate  armistice  for  the  Ne» 
therlandsy  it  concerned  T  i  olland  no  further  than  iuas- 
much  as  Francis  promised  to  oblige  Charles  of  Guel- 

•  Hiai,  At  Danne.  de  Mallet,  torn,  t.,  p.  5^3—599  ;  torn,  vi.,  p.  18, 19. 
Plakaat  van  Holland,  bl.  9,  10.   Reigenberg,  deel.  ii.,  bL 

*  Aart  Tan  der  Goat  Uegist.,  bl.  24—27. 
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derlaud  to  surrender  all  his  posse&sioi^s  iu  Guelderlaud  1527 
and  Zutffh&Bf  in  fimar  of  the  empemrt  wbo  should 
enter  upon  them  immediately  after  the  duke's  deaths. 

AlUioughy  as  the  war  had  now  ceased,  no  pretext 
lyanained  for  demanding  extraoitJiinuy  sappliesp  the 
governess  again  required  of  the  states  a  subsidy  of 
8O1OOO  goUden,  and  the  sladtholder  Hochstiadt  ma  1626 
likewise  commissioned  to  induee  them  to  vote  her  a 
benevolence.    He  did  not  at  once  venture  upon  this 
noTol  and  unprecedented  requisition  in  the  assembly, 
but  first  sounded  the  disipoisitiou  of  each  of  the  deputies 
lepaiBt^y,  obs^rvmg;  that  Haananlt  and  Btabant  had 
not  long  before  offered  the  duchess  a  present  in 
acknowledgment  of  her  excellent  administratiou ;  and 
that  Holland  ought  not  to  show  itself  less  gimtefal,  or 
to  otter  a  less  sum  for  lier  acceptance  than  20,000 
guilders.   After  aome  hesitation,  the  states  consmted 
to  both  demands,  on  condition  that  out  of  the  petition 
then  granted,  to  be  paid  annually,  for  the  term  of  four 
year  years,  a  fourth  of  the  annuities  of  6000  guilders, 
which  the  towns  had  borrowed  on  account  of  the 
emperor,  should  be  liquidated ;  that  the  surplus  should 
be  applied  wholly  to  the  defence  of  the  country;  and 
that  no  new  petition  should  be  raised  until  this  had  run 
out,  nor  should  the  payment  be  demanded  in  any  other 
coin  than  that  received  a.s  current  in  the  county r. 

The  Emperor  Chaiies,  whom  we  have  seen  con- 
tracted successively  to  three  prinoesses  of  France,  and 
two  of  England*,  at  length  married  his  own  niece, 
IsabeUa»  daughter  of  lonmanuel,  king  of  Portugal,  and 

•»  R^cueil  dcs  Traites,  torn,  ii.,  p.  230, 
'  Aaxi  vander  Goes,  bL  23—32. 

*  Uni  to  Qaude,  eldest  datight^  of  Louis  XII.,  tii<n  to  BCaiy, 
y<nmg«8t  dMighter  of  Honty  VII.  of  Enghnid,  to  Bfln^  tliird  dMighter 
of  Louis  XIL,  to  Louise,  danghter  of  Francis  L,  aad  luAy  to  Mary, 
«Ueit  duighter  of  Henry  YIII. 
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of  Eleanor,  his  oldest  sister.  She  gave  birth  in  the 
next  year  to  a  sod,  Philip*  afterwards  so  renowned  as 
Philip  IL,  king  of  Spain. 
1527  Th®  truce  between  the  emperor  and  the  King  of 
France  was  not  of  long  duration,  since  the  latter  had 
no  sooner  obtained  his  release,  than  he  refused  to  ratiiy 
the  treaty  of  Madrid,  under  the  plea  that  it  was 
extorted  by  force**.  The  political  feelings  of  two  of 
the  courts  of  Europe,  important  allies  of  Charles,  bad 
now  undergone  a  great  change  in  favour  of  his  rivaL 
Adrian  VI.,  the  only  Netherlander  ever  raised  to  the 
papal  chair,  had  enjoyed  his  power  but  a  short  time, 
since  he  died  in  1523,  the  year  after  his  eleTation,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Clement  VII.,  of  the  family  of  the 
Medici,  and  strongly  inclined  to  the  interests  of  France. 

The  issue  of  the  battle  of  Pavia  and  the  imprison- 
ment  of  the  French  monarch  had  prostrated,  to  all 
appearance,  the  strength  of  the  only  nation  which 
could  serve  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  increasing  power 
ill  id  influence  of  Charles.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  the  King  of  England,  after  that  event,  began  to 
be  sensible  of  the  grave  error  he  had  committed,  ia 
contributing  to  give  to  any  one  state  so  great  a  pre- 
ponderance in  the  aflhirs  of  Europe.  Accordingly,  on 
the  iin|)ri??onment  of  Francis,  be  hastened  to  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  queen-mother  of  France^ 
promising  to  use  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  release 
of  the  king  upon  reasonable  conditions;  and  after  the 
return  of  the  latter  to  his  kingdom  he  formed  with  him 
an  alliance  oiFensive  and  defensive,  both  kings  engaging 
to  prosecute  the  war  jointly  in  the  Netherlands  with 

■  Pont.  Heat.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  5 

♦  He  made  a  secret  protestation  to  tlua  eilcct  before  the  signature  of 
tJie  treaty,  and  in  this  maimer  excused  to  liis  conscience  the  notoriaua 
breach  of  iuth  he  committeU.— iiccatii  dca  Trnitcs,  torn,  ii.,  p.  210. 
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an  anuy  of  30,000  foot  and  1000  men  at  arms*.  The  1527 
eaptnra  and  sack  of  Borne  by  the  emperor's  troops 
under  the  constable  of  Bourbon,  and  the  imprisonment 
of  Pope  Clement  VII.,  by  removing  the  scene  of  hos» 
tilities  to  Italy,  spared  the  Netherlandere  for  a  time 
the  miseries  of  a  warfare  conducted  on  their  own  boil, 
to  promote  interests  in  which  they  had  no  share,  and 
to  gratify  passions  with  which  they  had  no  sympathy. 
Francis  likewise  bound  himsolf  to  incite  the  Duke  of 
Guelderland  to  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  Holland ; 
and  it  was  piubaljly  in  consequence  of  Ids  intrigues 
that  Charles  prepared  himself  for  an  attack  on  that 
province  by  gaining  possession  of  Utrecht. 

Henry  of  Bavuria,  who  in  1524  succeeded  Philip 
of  Bai^gnndy  in  the  bishopric,  had  promised  to  pay 
Charles  of  Guelderland  a  large  sum  of  money,  provided 
he  would  evacuate  entireiy  Overyssel,  (or  the  upper 
bishopric).  On  the  requisition  of  the  bishop  for  a 
f^upply  from  the  states  of  Utrecht  for  this  purpose,  the 
government  of  the  town  peremptorily  refused  to  contri- 
bute, urging  that  it  was  already  oppressed  with  heavy 
debts.  Henry,  therefore,  proposed  that  a  general  ca- 
pitation tax  should  be  levied  throughout  the  bishopric 
upon  the  nobility  and  clergy  as  well  as  the  people, 
without  distinction.  But  the  two  former  estates 
showed  themselves  wholly  unwilling  to  forego  the 
privilege  of  exemption  from  taxes,  which  they  deemed 
A  right  inherent  in  their  constitution,  and  many  among 
them  applied  themselves  successfully  to  excite  the 
people  to  disafiectionn.  From  this  time  the  animosity 
between  the  bishop  and  bis  subjects  continued  to 
increase,  frequently  breaking  out  into  open  hostilities, 
until  the  summer  of  this  year,  when  the  bishop  at- 

*  Rym.  Feed.,  torn,  xir.,  p.  52,  195. 

<  lamberius  HortoiiBiiui  Ber.  Ultnyeci.,  lib.  i.,  p.  17, 22, 23. 
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1527  tempting  to  enter  the  city  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 

CETalry  supplied  him  by  Egmoud,  count  of  Buuren,  for 
the  pnrpofie  of  .reduciiig  the  inbabitantd  to  submiasHHU 
was  forced  to  retire  by  the  citizens,  who  instantly 
despatched  messengers  to  solicit  the  aid  of  the  Duke 
of  Gaelderland.  Chades,  whose  ambitioiis  designs 
were  constantly  backed  by  the  counsels  of  France, 
eagerly  snatched  at  this  opportunity  for  extending  hk 
influence  in  Utrecht^  and  sent  ao  large  a  number  of 
troops  into  the  city  that  the  bishop^  despairing  of 
obtaining  his  readmlsaion  either  by  peianasion  or  fbroe^ 
since  the  states  had  publicly  abrogated  his  authority, 
formed  an  encampment  arouud  Utrecht,  and  raised  a 
fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Taait»  or  canal,,  with  a  view  of 
stopping  the  passage  of  sn])])lies^. 

Although  the  tidiogs  of  the  occupation  of  Utrodit 
by  Charles  caused  extreme  consternation  in  Holland, 
yet  the  frontier  towns,  always  jealous  of  the  presence 
of  foreign  soldiery  would  not  consent  to  increase  the 
number  of  their  garrisons.  In  an  assembly  of  tlie 
states  held  to  devise  means  of  providing  for  the 
security  of  the  country,  it  was  declared,  that  Amster* 
dam,  having  sent  some  troops  under  the  command  of  a 
bnigomaster  to  the  fort  of  Muyden,  defended  only  bj 
a  deputy-governor  and  two  or  three  soldiers,  they  had 
been  refused  admittance ;  and  that  the  same  thing  had 
occurred  at  Oudewater  to  some  troops  sent  ftom 
Goiula.  The  governess,  thcreiore,  made  a  requisition 
through  her  council,  that  the  states  would  levy  S20 
native  soldiers  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  protection 
of  the  boundaries ;  but  to  this  the  states  unanimously 
replied,  that  they  had  no  authority  to  comply  wftfa 
her  desire,  declaring  that  the  last  petition  had  been 
granted,  and  levied  on  the  express  promise,  that  a  part 

•  Lambert*  Horten^  Uk  iv.,  p.  94, 96;  lib.  v.,  p.  97—103. 


Digitized  by  Google 


375 


of  its  proceedg  diould  be  applied  to  the  public  defence.  1527 

In  a  subsequent  assembly,  however,  held  in  the  October 
of  the  aame  year,  the  ducbefls  micceeded  in  obtaining 
immediate  paymmt  of  that  portion  of  the  subsidy 
which  would  fall  due  at  Christmas^  for  tlie  purpose  of 
ponding  the  ftentiera  with  a  force  of  340  foot  soldierg 
and  250  cavalry.  The  fortitications  of  the  frontier 
towns  were  found  in  a  miserable  state  of  defence  by 
the  Lord  of  Cftstrest  who  inspected  them  in  the  quality 
of  sub-stadtliolder,  having  been  appointed  to  that  office 
by  the  stadtholder,  Hochatradt»  who  judged  that  he 
could  better  serve  the  country  by  remaining  at  the 
court  of  the  governess  than  by  residing  in  Holland"^. 

Aa  ttie  Duke  of  Gueld^land  middng  tapid 
ahanees  in  the  coiKiiiosts  of  Utrecht,  the  bishop 
repaired  in  person  to  Schoonhoven,  where  he  earnestly 
M^ted  immediate  and  efltectual  assieftance^  hioth  in 
money  and  troops,  of  the  deputies  whom  Margaret 
bad  sent  Ihither  to  meet  him.  This  requisition  was 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  states  at  the 
Hague,  whither  the  stadtholder  himself  repaired  from 
^sdels.  The  stadtholder  then  desired  to  know  from 
the  deputies,  where  they  considered  the  dansfer  from 
the  'Ouelderiandm  most  imminent^  so  that  the  Lord 
of  Castres  might  take  measures  to  avert  it.  Each 
of  the  towns,  as  migiit  be  expected,  recommended 
that  those  places  should  be  reinforced  which  were 
most  essentiiil  to  its  own  security.  Havino^  thus 
obtained  the  opinions  of  the  deputies,  and  demon* 
atmted  from  then*  own  mouths  the  necessity  of  addi- 
tional 8ul)sidies9  he  proposed,  as  they  were  preparing 
to  separate,  unsuspicious  of  any  new  demand,  that  on 
account  of  the  war  between  Prance  and  the  eni])eror, 
and  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  invabion  of  the 

Aeti  vim  dw  Goea.,  bl.  44—51. 
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GuelderlandeiBy  the  states  should  grant  a  petition  of 
80,000  guilders,  to  be  paid  in  two  instalments,  at 
Christmas  and  on  St.  John's  day  ensuing,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  18,000  infantry  and  1500  cavalry* 
which  had  been  decreed  by  the  states-general  of  the 
Netherlands'.   But  tlie  deputies  not  being  authorised 
to  consent  to  any  further  grants  of  money,  they  weve 
obliged  to  refer  to  their  constituents,  when  Dordrecht 
alone  voted  for  the  subsidy,  all  the  other  towns  plead- 
ing poverty  and  the  decay  of  their  trade;  Delffc,  in 
particular,  was  so  burdened  with  debt,  that  her  citizens 
were  constantly  liable  to  arrest*;  they  objected  also^ 
that  these  meabures  were  likely  to  provoke  the  Duke 
of  Guelderland  to  make  an  attack  on  Holland,  whereas 
he  had  not  long  before  sent  letters  to  the  counciU 
expressing  his  desire  to  live  on  tenns  of  friendship  and 
good  neighbourhood — wishing  probably  to  defer  ho8» 
tilities  with  the  province  till  he  should  have  secured 
Utrecht,    At  length,  however,  all  the  states,  except 
1538  Delflt,  consented  to  the  demand  of  the  governess,  on 
the  express  condition  that  the  monies  should  be  applied 
to  the  defence  of  Holland  alone,  and  in  case  of  peace 
with  France,  to  the  service  of  the  county,  and  accord* 
ing  to  the  adNicc  of  the  statesr.     The  requibiLiou  of 
the  Bishop  of  Utrecht  for  succours  bad  alone  been 
laid  before  the  states,  the  remainder  of  the  negotia^ 
tions  being  kept  for  a  time  carefully  concealed,  that 
they  might  afford  another  opportunity  of  assembling 
the  states  of  Holland  to  demand  subsidies.   The  depu- 
ties had  separated  little  more  tiian  a  month,  when  they 
were  again  summoned  to  Dordrecht,  and  informed^ 

>  Lambert  Hortcn,  lib.  vi.,  p.  lSd«  Acrt  van der  Goes Regitt, bL  61, S2, 
Heut.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  9,  p.  223* 
r  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bl.  4^  69—65. 

•  Vide  Chap.  11. 
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ihioiigii  the  medium  of  the  Greffier  (registrar),  that  1528 
**the  Bishop  of  Utrecht,  and  deputies  from  Kampen* 
Zwol,  and  DeTenter,  bad  offered  to  surrender  the 
whole  temporalities  of  the  bishopric  to  the  emperor 
as  Duke  of  Brabant  and  Count  of  Iloikud;  and  that 
the  gOTemess^  reflecting  bow  advantageous  would  be 
the  possession  of  tliis  state  to  Holland,  Brabant,  and 
iriezland,  had  accepted  the  offer  in  the  emperor^s 
name';  but  that  since  a  great  portion  of  Overyssel, 
although  the  states  had  acknowledged  the  emperor, 
was  still  in  the  power  of  Charles  of  Guelderland,  its 
re-conquest^  and  the  defence  of  the  rest  of  the  upper 
bishopric,  would  prove  very  expensive;  and  as  the 
supplies  already  Toted  did  not  suffice  for  these  exigen-' 

cies,  and  the  other  Netherhiiids  were  sufficiently 
burdened  by  the  support  of  the  war  with  France,  no 
better  means  of  raising  funds  appeared  (since  Holland 
had  so  lately  granted  a  petition  of  80,000  guilders 
that  the  governess  did  not  wish  immediately  to  require 
another)  than  that  the  towns  should  become  surety  for 
a  loan  upon  annuities  of  5000  guilders  a  year,  at  6^ 
cent^  to  be  paid  by  them  for  three  years,  the 
emperor  promising  to  redeem  them  at  the  end  of  that 
time.  The  states  agreed  to  this  loan,  under  certain 
conditions  relating  to  the  defence  of  the  county,  and 
that  the  free  exportation  of  foreign  com  from  Holland 
diould  be  restored.  The  prohibition  to  export  corn 
had  been  laid  on  during  a  season  of  scarcity  some 
years  before,  and  continued  after  the  occasion  which 
gave  rise  to  it  had  ceased,  since  the  granting  of  per* 
mits  in  favour  of  individuals  brought  no  mean  harvest 
into  the  imperial  coffers.  As  it  was,  how^ever,  an 
innoTation,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  were 
until  latterly  wholly  unaccustomed,  the  towns  required, 

•  Hinei  Dipl  Belg^  torn.  I,  p.  600, 600. 
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1528  as  an  indispensable  condition  to  their  becoming  guaraii- 
ta68  for  the  proposed  loan,  that  the  entire  freedom  of 
the  corn  trade  shonld  be  flrst  restored.  The  gover- 
nesSy  having  considered  the  conditions,  declared  that  it 
waft  not  in  her  power  to  take  off"  the  prohibition  on 
the  export  of  com,  since  sucli  a  measure  would  tent! 
to  lesew  the  dignity  of  the  emperor.  Thi#  aaswer 
excited  deep  murmurs  among  the  deputiee,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  would  have  withheld  the  loan  alto- 
gether, had  not  an  event  oocurred  wbieh  httlried  them 
on  to  a  speedy  condtwion*. 

This  was  the  ca])ture  and  sack  of  the  Hague  by 
the  trbops  of -Ohavlee  of  Gnelderbiiid,  who  had  placed 
a  body  of  2000  foot  and  200  hoi-se  under  the  ciom- 
mand  of  Martin  van  JUossem,  lord  of  Poudmy^  a 
soldiisr  of  fortune  itt  hb  aervice.  Boasem,  iMvehing 
from  Utrecht,  under  Austrian  colours,  passed  un- 
molested by  Woerden  and  Leyden/.and  suddenly 
appeared  before  the  Hague,  at  the  hour  of  midnight. 
£ven  had  the  attack  been  expected,  the  Hague,  au 
open  Tillage,  without  walls,  or  even  a  (Mop  at  8<ddiere 
in  the  neighbour] lood,  w  us  wliolly  incapable  of  resist- 
ance. No  sooner,  therefore,  was  the  war-cry,  "  GueldeiV 
Guelder!^  of  this  band  of  pillage  h<Mi],  than  ih^ 
inhabitants  fled  in  haste  and  dismay,  leaving  their 
money  and  all  their  valuable  effects  behind ;  the  roada 
were  crowded  with  fugitives,  some  of  whom  fell  into 
the  hands  of  their  enemies;  but  more  eager  £o9 
plunder  than  slaughter,  they  killed  no  more  liiaii 
three.  Two  days  and  nights  they  revelled  in  undis- 
turbed license ;  and  scarcely  able  to  cany  away  thfeir 
booty,  they  filled  beds,  prelrioualy  emptied  of  the 
feathers,  with  gold,  silver,  and  jewels,  with  which  they 
loaded  wagons,  boats,  and  ev^  spedes  of  vehi<^ 

*  Aert  ym  der  Goes,  bl.  6'>--6d. 
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At  last  the  citizens  obtained  a  oeesa*  1598 

tion  of  pillage  by  the  puymeut  of  20,000  guildurs, 
whea  the  Guelderlandera  leturned  to  Utreoht^  levying 
beavy  oontribotioiis  on  aU  the  Tillages  in  their  routed 

It  was  foun<l  impossible  to  persuade  the  populace  of 
Holland)  that  Aiaigaret  had  not  connived  at  the 
invasion  of  Martm  van  llosseni,  in  order  to  reduce  the 
states  to  her  terms;  the  stadtholder,  they  said,  had 
neither  kept  soldiers  prepared  to  repel  this  agg ression, 
nor  would  he  permit  the  burgher  guards  of  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  to  attack  the  Gnelderlanders  on  their 
letreat,  when,  enfeebled  by  exeesSy  and  laden  with 
booty,  they  might  have  been  easily  overcome.  Added 
to  thifl^  the  few  houses  which  remained  untouched 
belonged  to  her  courtiers,  and  the  archives  of  the 
council  of  state  were  preserved^    Whether  or  not 
tiieir  suspicions  were  well  fbnnded,  the  effect  was 
undeniable ;  for  the  states  having  assembled  at  Delft, 
petitioned  the  governess  to  send  immediately  the  stadt- 
hoMer,  Hocbetradt,  and  the  Count  of  Buuren,  captain- 
general,  to  iioUaud,  to  stop  the  further  incursions  of 
the  6uelderlanders»  and  unanimously  consented  to 
guarantee  the  annuities  of  6000  guilders    ithout  any 
condition ;  the  six  great  towns,  moreover,  as  it  did  not 
Mdily  find  f»urohasers,  bound  themselves  to  contribute 
each  2000  guilders  a  month,  towards  the  payment  of 
3000  in&ntry  and  600  cavalry,  to  be  levied  for  the 
defence  of  the  county ;  the  remainder  of  20,000  guil- 
ders a  month,  the  estimated  cost  of  their  entertainment^ 
^  to  be  dravrn  from  the  monasteries,  or  such  other 
sources  as  might  seem  most  available.    Besides  the 
levy  of  land  troops,  the  Hollanders  filled  the  rivers  and 

^  Heat.  Ren  Avtt.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  9,  p.  224.  lAmbert  Horten.,  p.  140 
•ndnote. 

*  Heat  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  9,  p.  224.  Lambert.  Horten.,  p.  14L 
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1628  channels  with  vessels,  both  large  and  small ;  they  like* 
vise  entered  into  an  union  for  three  moutiis  witli  the 
towns  of  Brabant^  the  latter  engaging  to  pay  4d,0OO 
guilders  towards  the  war  with  Guelderland,  and  the 
towns  of  Holland  32,000.  At  the  same  assembly,  the 
states  consented  to  anticipate  the  next  payment  of  the 
petition,  and  promised  to  guarantee  a  further  loan  to 
the  emperor  of  2000  guilders'  anuuitj,  at  6^  per  eent"^. 

In  return  for  this  liberality,  the  stadtholder  haying 
summoned  the  states  to  Mechlin,  communicated  to 
them  the  welcome  intelligence,  that  the  emperor  had 
concluded  a  truce  for  eight  months  with  France  and 
£ngland,  which  secured  to  the  Netherlanders  free  navi- 
gation and  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  both  countries. 
This  information  was  accompanied  by  a  declaration, 
new,  and  not  a  little  startling  to  the  ears  of  Hoi* 
landers ;  the  stadtholder  observing  that  "the  emperor, 
because  they  had  heartily  supported  him  in  the  vvar» 
had  shown  them  greater  honour  than  was  their  due, 
since  it  was  free  for  him  to  make  either  peace  or  truce, 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  his  subjeota^.'' 
It  was  a  special  provision  of  the  Dutch  eonstitntioii, 
that  the  counts  could  not  make  war  or  peace  without 
consulting  the  nobles  and  "good  towns V'  the  principle 
of  which  they  were  hardly  prepared  to  hear  disputed, 
however  much  it  may  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  prac- 
tice; they,  nevertheless,  thanked  the  stadthoMer  for 
the  honour  done  tlu  id,  without  any  further  remark. 
Although  a  stipulation  was  made  in  the  truce  with 
France,  that  the  Duke  of  Guelderland  should  be  at 

'  Aert  Tan  der  Goes  Rogist.,  U,  79—82. 

•  Rflcaeil  detTiait^a^  torn,  p. 838%  Rym.  Foed.,  tom.  ziv.,  p.  2Se. 
Aert  yan  der  Goes  lUgist.,  bL  84. 

'  Handvesten  van  1846  in  Gioot  Phikaatb.,  dee],  v.,  tL  IIX  Be 
Wiit«  Politieclie  Gxondeny  Ik^,  deel.  ii.,  cap.  3,  p.  283.  Grotius  de  Ant 
Beip,Bat.,p.61, 
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liberty  to  aeeede  to  it»  on  condition  that  he  previously  1528 

evacuated  the  city  of  Utrecht,  and  all  the  places  he 
occupied  in  Oyerys8el»  Groningen,  and  the  Ommeland, 
Ae  Hollanders  did  not  wait  for  the  declaration  of  his 
intentions,  but  proceeded  without  delay  to  revenge  the 
injories  he  had  conmiitted  on  them  by  the  plunder  of 
the  Hague.  The  Count  of  Buurcn,  who,  before  the 
eonclusion  of  the  truce,  had,  in  conjunction  with 
George  Schenck,  reduced  Hattem  in  Guelderland, 
shortly  after  made  himself  master  of  Elberg  and 
Uarderwyk*  about  the  same  time  that  Utrecht  was 
nvprised  and  taken  by  one  William  Turk,  in  the 
seryice  of  the  bishop?. 

On  the  capture  of  Utrecht^  the  states  of  Holland 
emestly  petitioned  that  the  city  and  the  lower  bishop- 
ric might  be  united  to  their  county,  and  even  offered 
1^  large  sum  of  money  to  give  weight  to  their  solicita- 
tions; ])ut  as  Brabant,  as  well  as  Holland,  had  con- 
tributed to  sustain  the  war  against  the  Guelderlanders, 
the  states  of  Utrecht  surrendered  that  province  and 
Overyssel  to  the  emperor,  as  Dui^e  of  Brabant  and 
Count  of  Holland.  This  event  was  soon  followed  by 
a  peace  with  the  Duke  of  Guelderland,  who  engaged 
to  hold  henceforward  Guelderland  and  Zutphen  as  a 
fief  of  the  emperor,  in  the  quality  of  Duke  of  Brabant 
and  Count  of  Ilolknd,  to  surrender  Groningen,  the 
Ommeland,  Coevoerden,  and  Drent ;  and  to  abandon 
tlie  alliance  of  France  for  that  of  the  emperor,  who, 
wi  his  side,  was  to  pay  Duke  Charles  3000  guilders 
yearly,  and  to  abstain  from  using  the  name  and  arms 
of  the  duchy  of  Guelderland  and  Zutphen;  if  the 
duke  should  die  without  issue  male,  his  states  were  to 
levert  to  the  heirs  of  the  emperor.  Dukes  of  fiiabant 
and  Counts  of  Hollands. 

■  Ltimliert.  Horten.,  liv,  vi.,  p.  149 — 1."»7. 

^  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bl.84.   M«teKn  ^cd.  iiist.,  ful,  ix.   IliUt.  lier. 
Aiut^  lib.  ix.,  cap.  11. 
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At  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the  trace  between 

the  emperor  and  Kings  of  France  and  Eiiglaud,  all 
parties  were  sufficiently  inclined  ,  towards  a  permanent 
peace ;  the  emperor  foresaw  that  the  princeB  of  Qer* 
many  wiio  bad  embraced  the  Lutheran  doctrines,  were 
likely  to  give  him  full  employment  in  his  own  states; 
Henry  was  absorbed  by  his  disputes  with  the  papal  see, 
on  the  subject  of  bis  divorce  from  Catherine  of 
Arragon;  while  the  long  wars,  joined  to  the  prodigality 
of  the  court,  had  utterly  drained  the  resources  of 
France;  added  to  which»  the  last  campaign  in  Naples 
had  been  signalized  by  heairy  misfortunes  attendant  on 
the  French  arms.  Before  its  expiration,  therefore^ 
negotiations  for  a  final  peace  had  been  begnn  at  Cam- 
bray,  and  prolonged  for  a  considerable  time,  when,  in 
1529  the  July  of  the  next  year,  Iiouise,  queen-mother  of 
France,  and  Margaret,  goYoraess  of  the  Neth^iandfl^ 
repaired  thither,  and  brought  matters  to  a  speedy 
termination^*.  *  By  this  treaty,  which  is  generally 
termed  the  "  Ladies'  Peace,**  that  of  Madrid  was  con- 
firmed, the  claim  of  suzerainty  over  the  counties  of 
Flanders  and  Artois  was  surrmdered  by  the  King  <^ 
France,  and  the  droit  d'aubaine,"  a  law  by  which  the 
property  of  a  person  dying  in  a  foreign  country  became 
forfeited  to  the  sovereign  of  the  place  where  he  died, 
was  abolislied,  as  far  as  regarded  the  French  in  the 
Netherlands,  or  the  Netherlanders  in  France.  On  the 
same  day,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  was  concluded 
between  the  emperor  and  King  of  England,  by  which 
the  freedom  of  trade  with  England  was  entirdy 

*  Heat*  Ror*  Aust.,  lib.  X.,  cap,  ^  p.  233. 

•  0a  Bellay  (Ur.  iii.,  p.  156)  fixes  this  meeting  in  May,  1630 ;  Imt 
this  must  be  on  error,  since  both  treaties  m  dated  Angoet  3^  1629^ 
Vide  Recn^  des  Trait^f^  toiii«  IL,  p.  146;  and  DomoDt  Corps  1)^., 
torn,  ir^  p«  2,  pa.  42* 
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restored  to  the  Netherlaxidau   The  emperor  had  before  1529 
effected  a  separate  peace  with  the  pope^  upon  tenna 
snrpriaingly  favourable  to  tlie  hittd\  probably,  to 
induce  him  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  his  coronatioi2» 
whieh  he  did.at  Bologna  in  the  Febrnarj  of  the  year 

ioJiuwing. 

The  general  pacification  of  Europe  gave  the  em* 
peror  leisnre  to  parsne  neasnres  for  anesting  the 

progress  of  heresy  in  his  dominions,  which  bis  own 
eondnct  to  the  pope»  and  the  Tinilent  manifesto  he 
had  })ul)li.shed  against  liim  at  the  time  of  their  quarrel, 
had  contributed  not  a  little  to  encourage.  The  whole 
of  Holknd  was  accused  of  being  infected  with  the 
new  doctrines,  particularly  the  towns  of  Delft  and 
Amsterdam ;  and  this  soqncicm  was  the  more  strongly 
confirmed,  since  the  senate  of  the  latter  would  neither 
take  any  measures  itself  against  the  heretics,  nor  allow 
of  their  being  brought  to  trial  at  LouvaiD,  which,  as 
Aey  justly  assorted,  would  be  a  violation  of  their 
privileges.  Hie  celebrated  Protest  against  the  decree 
of  the  Diet  at  Spires,  which  gave  the  name  of  Pro* 
testants  to  the  professors  of  the  new  doctrines,  was 
followed  by  the  renewal  of  tiie  penal  edicts  against  the 
Reformers.  Of  these,  one  a]>]ieaied  in  Holland,  in  the 
October  of  this  year,  by  which  obstinate  heretics  were 
condemned,  If  men,  to  death  by  the  sword,  and  if 
women,  to  be  buried  alive*.   Relapsed  heretics,  that 

*  Recueil  dcs  TraiUti,  torn,  ii.,  p.  351,  358.   Dumont  Corps  Dip^tom. 
iy.,  p.  2,  pa.  42. 


•  The  UBual  mode  of  cxeciitinL'  this  punishment  was  to  lay  the  sulT- rcr 
in  a  deep  open  coffin,  placed  on  the  scaffold,  of  a  length  and  hreadth  just 
sufficient  to  contain  her ;  three  iron  bars  were  then  placed,  one  on  the 
nwk,  another  on  the  stomach,  and  another  on  the  legs ;  through  a  hole 
at  tlie  upper  end  of  the  coffin  was  passed  a  rope,  fastened  round  the  m  ck, 
which  the  executioner  drew  tight  from  tmder  the  ecafiuld,  m  the  body 
was  coveted  with  earth* 
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1529  is  those  who  recanted,  and  again  n  tumetl  to  heresy, 
were  condemned  to  be  burned  at  the  stake.  The 
governess  had  shown  herself  not  unwilling  to  refbrm 
some  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses  prevalent  among  the 
Catholic  clergy,  especially  that  of  incapable  men  being 
appointed  tu  the  ministry,  to  prevent  which,  she  liatl, 
in  the  year  1{>25,  commanded  that  none  should  pre- 
sume to  exercise  the  office  of  preacher  but  such  as 
were  learned,  prudent,  and  of  good  morals Her 
death,  which  happened  the  30th  of  November,  1530, 
was  a  grieyous  loss  to  the  Netherlanders.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  them  if  the  entire  sovereignty 
of  their  country  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
able  and  wise  princess !  but  under  the  constant  nece!^ 
sity  of  obeying  the  mandates  of  a  superior  power,  she 
was  not  only  forced  to  bear  a  part  ii|  wars  eminently 
prejudicial  to  the  states  she  governed,  but  likewise  to 
load  them  with  heavy  burdens,  in  order  to  supply  the 
expenses  of  a  foreign  court,  and  to  support  enterprises 
in  which  they  had  neither  interest  nor  concern.  This 
evil  of  her  government,  which  was  wholly  beyond  her 
control,  she  remedied  as  far  as  in  her  lay,  by  the 
vigilant  care  she  exercised  in  the  protection  of  coni- 
meree.   Her  talents  for  negotiation  were  displayed  ii 
the  four  treaties  which  she  had  the  principal  hand  in 
framing :  that  of  Cambray,  in  1508 ;  another  made 
with  France  in  1522,  establishing  the  neutrality  of 
Burgundy;  the  truce  for  the  security  of  the  herring 
fishery,  concluded  shortly  after  the  battle  of  Pavis; 
and  the  peace  of  Cambray,  in  1529.    To  her  grest 
capacity  for  public  aiiairs,  she  added  a  taste  for  litera- 
ture and  the  arts,  being  a  lyric  poet  of  some  celebrity, 
and  author  of  several  small  works  in  prose  ".  She 

>  lUpeii.  dor  Flakaat.  voa  HoU^  bL  14.    Biant*8  Hist  der.  BeL,  ,! 
boek  U.,  U.  07.  *  Bib.  Belg.  ia  Maig. 
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gave  in  early  youth  an  instance  of  the  most  extra-  1590 

ordiuaiy  personal  courage.  During  her  voyage  to 
%Mun,  for  the  purpose  of  being  married  to  John,  heir 
apparent  of  that  kingdom,  the  vessel  in  which  she 
sailed  was  overtaiieu  by  a  violciit  tempest,  and  when  on 
the  point  of  shipwreck,  and  all  hope  of  safety  appeared 
to  be  lost,  slic  retained,  amidst  the  general  tenor,  so 
much  of  her  usual  hilarity,  as  to  make  the  following 
epitaph  on  her  own  fete : — 

**  ^'y  ^ist  Margol(%  noble  damoLselle 
Deaz  foi»  suariec^  et  morte  poceile*,'* 

desiring  that  it  might  be  rolled  in  wax,  aiul  fastened 
to  her  hand". 

She  cannot,  however  be  exonerated  from  the 

blame  of  eiieuuragiug  the  extreme  venaHty  which  pre- 
vailed among  her  courtiers^  although  it  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  example  and  influence  of  William 
de  Crove,  stadtholder  of  the  Netherlands,  the  guardian 
of  Charles  during  his  minority,  and  his  prime  minister 
and  favourite  for  some  years  after:  the  rapacity  of 
himself  and  his  followers  had  excited  formidable  dis- 
turbances in  Spain,  and  had  established  in  the  Nether- 
lauds  the  pernicious  custom  of  bribing  the  ministers 
with  large  sums  of  money,  in  order  to  carry  any 
desired  meujsure  at  court, 

■  Pout.  Heut.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib,  v.,  cap.  o,  p.  120. 

•  *  Here  ;»entle  Margaret  bleeps  l>eneutli  the  tiUe, 
W  iiu  twice  was  wedded,  yet  a  maiden  died," 
It  was  the  custom  of  the  Netherland  sailors,  when  in  extreme  danger 
of  ship\\Tcck,  to  tie  something  inside  the  liaml,  by  whicli  tliey  might  be 
Lnown  if  |>itkcii  up  or  washed  n§horc.  Ikut.  ubi  sup,  Tliey  resemble 
the  Scotch  in  their  love  of  a  "  decent  burial,"  and  it  was  probably  in  the 
desire  to  secure  it  that  this  custom  originated. 
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Ch4»rlei  meeU  the  l^kUei  at  Brumk,  DebaUt  on  the  Supplies.  Edktt 

Mary  of  Ew^ffoff  appomtid  Chmmm,  Proceedin^t  cf  Ckrii- 
Han  IL^'Kin^  Demmrkf  tn  JBoUand.  Blodutde  f^ikeSmmd, 
D^ates  on  the  SuppHet  for  a  Ffeei,    Trues  mtk  Denmark  and 

Luhi'k'.  Rue  of  the  Analapthts ;  their  increase  in  Holland. 
MUsiQuaries  to  Munster.  Conduct  of  the  Anahaf  tuiU  there^  and 
at  A  msterdam.  Ruptui  t  of  the  Truee  with  Demnark  and  Lubek. 
Prohibition  on  the  ejiportation  of  Corn — ahro<jated.  Lca^m  be- 
tween the  Kittg  Denmark  and  Ckarlet  of  GuelderUmd.  Into- 
#t0ii  of  Qronn^en^  Qraninffea  adsnawledgee  the  £mperor*  Truee 
wUh  Denmark*  Death  ofEraemne,  War  hehoeen  the  Emperor 
and  France.  Aeeemhfy  of  the  Slatei,  Attempt  to  impeee  en 
Meeise,  Profxmiim  fir  a  peneral  taeeatwn  of  the  Netherlands; 
its  failure.    Truce  with  France,  Disturbances  at  Ghent.  Journr^ 

•  ♦ 

cf  the  EnijK-'ror  thither  from  Spain.  Ejn]>ervr  cotnes  to  HoUax  !. 
Meeting  of  ihe  States.  Union  of  Holland  and  Utrecht.  Frince 
of  Orange  iStadtholder,  Increased  sereinty  a^foisM  Heretic?. 
Debates  on  the  free  eapertatwn  ef  Carn^  Inne/eaHvm  on  the  Frim* 
Uj^  if  Holland.  Expeditim  the  En^eror  againet  Albert. 
War  itith  France.  AUianee  of  France  with  the  Duke  of  CUm. 
Disputes  betteeen  the  Dt$ke  and  the  Emperor  coneeming  Guelder- 
land.  Campaign  of  J  .j12.  War  Subsidies.  Levy  of  ilie  hun- 
dredth Fenny.  Inroine  Tax.  The  Emperor  inrades  Jtdimrt. 
Submission  of  the  Duke,  and  cession  of  Guelderland.  Compost' 
tion  of  the  States  of  Guelderland,  Emperor  besieges  Landrecy^ 
forme  Allianeee  with  England  and  Denmark — conciliates  tU 
German  Princes.  Invasion  of  France  bg  the  Emperor  and  King 
ef  England.  Siege  of  St.  Dixier.  Death  <f  the  Prince 
Orange^  and  tueeeeewn  of  Prince  William.  Separate  Treaty 
bettteen  Charles  and  the  King  of  France.  Council  of  Trent. 
Edict  against  the  Protestants  in  the  Netherlands.  Hostile  Pre- 
parations at/a  Inst  those  of  German  tt.  Subsidies  demanded  of  tk 
States — cmtribuiea  ulth  reluctance.  Civil  War  in  Germany, 
Discomfiture  of  the  Protestant  Princes,  Death  of  Luther. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  death  of  liis  aunt, 
the  emperor  hastened  to  the  Netherlands,  w^here  bis 
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presence  gave  tlie  states  of  UollaniL  au  opportuaity  of 
ttsertiiig,  hM  to  face  tdth  their  sovereign,  those 

pririlecres,  and  of  demanding  a  cessation  of  those 
grieYances^  wbieh  Maigaret  had  always  deelared  to  be 
tayond  her  power  to  restore  or  redress ;  and  we  cannot 
but  admire  the  couraoe  with  which  this  resolute  little 
iiation  vindicated  its  rights  before  a  sovereign  of  whom 
all  Europe  stood  in  awe.  At  an  assembly  of  the  states  1531 
general  of  the  Netherlands,  summoned  shortly  alter 
liis  arriTal  at  Brussels,  Charles  demanded  of  the  states 
of  Ilullund  a  grant  oi  000,000  guilders  to  be  paid  in 
^  years.  As  the  states  had  contributed  880^000 
gtnlden  in  loans  and  subsidies  since  the  trace  with 
i  ranee  in  1528,  they  appeared  by  no  means  inclined 
to  consent  to  so  heavy  a  charge :  the  nobles,  and  Dor* 
drecht  only,  were  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  o^ranted 
on  condition  that  the  emperor  would  redeem  the  aunui- 
ties  borrowed  for  him  by  the  states ;  but  the  deputies 
of  the  other  towns  refused  to  listen  to  any  proposals  of 
living  ou  new  burdens,  until  the  restraints  upon  the 
■  ^^rtation  of  com,  and  other  grievances,  should  be 
abolished,  and  the  ancient  mode  of  appointing  the 
'enates  and  councils  of  the  towns  restored  %  Deputies 
Wng  sent  from  the  states  to  the  court  of  the  emperor 
^^ith  these  conditions,  he  desired  that  the  petition 
should  first  be  granted,  promising  to  go  afterwards  into 
Holland  and  apply  himself  to  the  redress  of  their 
grievaaces*.  The  states  uiged,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
ill  consequence  of  the  burdens  of  which  they  com- 

•  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bl.  lo4j  165. 

*  Tilt  cin|i(ror  ha<l  already  snccessfiilly  pui>utd  this  method  of  ob- 
'^iing  Buppiics  hefore  the  rt-dretisof  grievances,  with  tlie  cortez  of  Castile, 
the  suppresbiou  of  the  revolts  in  that  country,  in  consequence  of 
*'liidi  the  towns  gradually  lost  the  iniiucncL  tliov  possi'S*^od  in  the  legis- 
lative goyemment.   Hobertsou's  Charles      hook  iii.,  )>.  230. 
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1531  plained,  and  the  decay  of  their  trade,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  pay  the  i)etition,  even  though  they  should 
give  their  consent  to  it ;  their  lives  and  property,'* 
they  said,  "  ^ve^e  at  the  service  of  his  majesty,  but  they 
could  not  engage  themselves  for  more  than  they  were 
able  to  fulfil.*'  In  reply  to  this,  the  emperor  promised 
to  excuse  those  who  were  unable  to  pay,  and  to  take 
such  good  order  for  all  things,  that  they  should  have 
ample  reason  to  be  satisfied,  provided  his  subjects 
would  only  trust  him,  and  not  require  him  to  drive  a 
largain  with  themK  With  this  answer  the  deputies 
returned  from  Brussels  to  the  assembly  of  the  states 
at  the  Hague,  who  manifested  no  disposition  to  con* 
sent  to  the  emperor*s  demand.  Shortly  after,  the 
deputies  were  agaiu  summoned  to  Gheut,  where  thej 
presented  to  the  emperor  a  lamentable  picture  of  the 

state  of  their  country;  soniewliat  highly  colourcti, 
nevertheless,  to  suit  the  purpose  they  had  to  answer. 
They  declared  that  they  bad  disbursed  1,700,000 
guiidei-s  in  the  wars  which  they  liad  been  obliged  to 
sustain  against  Utrecht  and  Friezland,  since  his  depar- 
ture into  Spain :  that  commerce,  without  which  Hol- 
land would  not  be  able  to  defray  her  own  expenses^ 
and  which  had  always  been  protected  and  encouraged: 
by  her  ancient  counts,  was  now  entirely  driven  away  from 
her  shores  by  the  new  levies  of  tolls,  and  the  exaction 
of  permit  money  upon  com;  that  cloth  weaving  had 
declined ;  and  tliat  the  storm,  which  had  occurred  in 
the  November  of  the  preceding  year,  had  laid  so  large 
a  quantity  of  land  under  water,  and  destroyed  so  much 
cattle,  that  many  fanulies,  both  of  Holland  aud  Zea- 
land, were  reduced  from  wealth  to  actual  beggary.  In 
conclusion,  they  consented  to  a  sum  of  40,000  guilders 
less  than  that  demanded,  expressing  their  hope  at  the 

Aert  van  der  Goes,  M.  157, 158. 
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same  time,  that  their  grieTances  would  be  redressed,  1531 

otherwise,  that  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  granted 
would  be  withheld  ^ 

The  people  were  thus  not  wholly  worsted  in  the 
cuutest  between  privilege  and  prerogative,  as  the  prin* 
dpal  causes  of  eomplaint  were,  in  fact  (owing,  perhaps, 
to  the  concluding  hint  of  the  states),  remedied  shortly 
after.  The  permit  money  upon  the  exportation  of 
com  was  abolished,  although,  as  we  shall  hereafter 
observe,  the  first  favourable  oi)portnnity  was  laid  hold 
of  for  again  imposing  it ;  and  the  breweries  in  the  open 
country  were  forbidden ;  an  evil  which  had  long  been 
complained  of  by  the  towns,  because,  being  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  the  excise  levied  in  the  latter, 
the  country  brewers  were  aV)lc  to  undersell  tliobc  of 
tho  town8^«  Satisfaction  vfaa  likewise  given  in  various 
other  particulars. 

Numerous  abuses  had  crept  into  the  municipal 
governments,  and  into  the  administration  of  justice^ 
both  in  the  towns  and  county:  the  coin  had  also 
buffered  a  great  depreciation  of  actual  value ;  aiid  the 
want  of  uniformity  between  the  currency  of  Holland 
and  that  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  was  hi^^lily 
prejudicial  to  their  internal  commerce.  To  remedy 
these  defects,  the  emperor,  having  taken  the  advice  of 
the  states,  published,  together  with  a  general  edict  to 
all  the  Netherland  provinces,  one  to  each  in  particular: 
by  this,  the  former  severe  decrees  against  heretics 
^ere  confirmed,  with  the  addition,  that  any  one  found 

«  RegiBi.  van  Aert  van  der  Goes,  hU  159, 162. 

^  The  ioym  had  scarcely  any  other  means  of  levymg  the  funds  neeea* 
H»y  for  the  repair  of  their  fortificationa^  and  other  municipal  expenfles, 
from  which  the  open  conntry  was  free,  than  by  an  excise,  since  the  counts 
^  taken  into  their  own  hands  the  assessment  on  hooseSi  and  the  ens- 
^  belonged  of  right  to  the  sovereign. 
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J6di  guilty  of  priutiug  wy  book  whatever^  without  havia^; 
obtained  peimisaion,  is  condemned  to  be  exposed  on  a 
scaffold,  to  be  branded  witli  a  red  Jiot  cross,  or  have 
one  eye  put  out»  or  one  band  cut  ofS^  according  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  judge ;  the  emperor  declaring  tfani  he 
would  be  an  enemy  to  his  own  father,  mother,  bro- 
ther or  sister,  if  they  were  Lutheran  V   The  niagis* 

trates  of  the  several  towns  were  enjoined  to  reduce 
into  writing  the  customs  of  each,  in  order  to  preveot 
the  confusion  arising  frOm  the  different  interpretation 
of  prescriptive  customs:  all  monopolies  were  prohi- 
bited ;  but  this  useful  regulation  was  counterbalanfied 
by  the  mischievous  power  given  to  the  magistrates,  of 
hxiug  a  price  upon  provisions ;  a  law  highly  beneficial 
in  a  trading  community,  was  made  with  respect  to 

fraudulent  bankrupts,  declaring  tlieni  deprived,  as  noto- 
rious thieves,  of  the  beneht  of  sanctuary:  the  most 
earnest  care  is  manifested  for  the  support  and  protec- 
tion of  the  poor,  sick,  and  aged,  while  beggary  Ls 
strictly  forbidden.  Numerous  precautions  are  taken 
against  drunkenness,  a  vice  transmitted  to  the  Neth^- 
landers  from  their  German  ancestors'^,  and  prevalent 
among  them  in  all  ages ;  among  others,  a  man  who  in  a 
state  of  intoxication  killed  another,  was  made  lialde  to 
be  punished  \)Qtk  for  murder  and  drunkenness.  Various 
sumptuary  laws  were  likewise  enacted  to  prevent  the 
wearing  of  satin,  velvet,  and  dama^jk,  less  impoUtic, 
perhaps,  than  they  would  be  esteemed  in  the  present 
age,  sinccy  at  a  time  when  manufactures  were  csm^ 

Tacit,  de  Mor.,  cap.  xxiii. 

*  Charles  had  such  a  drm^l  of  the  dissemination  of  heretical  works 
that  lie  made  it  an  article  of  treaty  with  Ileiuy  VIII.  of  ICiitrlnn<I,  tliat 
no  booka  printed  in  Encrland  shnultl  be  sold  in  his  dominions,  and  none 
printed  |]|  G^niM^y  6houi4     liold  in  i^a^giand.  ^ym,  jToed**  torn* 
p.  772. 
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on  mly  to  a  limited  extent,  the  geseml  uie  of  these  1631 

articles  hy  liutives  trenched  upon  a  valuable  branch  of 
foieign  eommeree. 

The  regulation  of  the  coin  was  provided  for  by  a 
special  ordinance  of  considerable  length  ^ 

The  limits  of  jurisdiotion  had  never  been  distinctly 
ascertained  between  the  supreme  coiut  of  Holland  . 
and  the  soYeral  municipal  courts:  the  former,  it  i# 
true,  poesessed,  except  in  special  eases,  the  high  juris* 
<Iiction,  or  the  power  of  trying  capital  crimes,  sncli  as 
murder,  sedition,  saerilege,  and  the  like,  while  the  low 
jmediotiou,  or  cognizance  of  minor  oflTences,  was  left 
to  the  sheritf'g  court  in  the  towns,  and  the  baiiilf's 
eonrt  in  the  open  country*  By  degrees,  however,  the 
supreme  court  drew  to  itself  many  causes  ia  tlie  nature 
of  appeals,  which  should  have  been  tried  without 
appeal  in  the  local  courts:  and,  in  the  year  1462, 
Charles,  count  of  Charolois,  had,  in  the  name  of  his 
Either,  Philip  I.,  given  a  new  ^instruction"  to  the 
court,  by  virtue  of  which  it  was  empowered  to  take 
coguissauce  of  all  matters  which  concerned  the  count's 
dignity,  ])rivilege8,  rights,  or  domains,  his  officers,  or 
the  coinage,  as  well  aa  the  privilegeti  bestowed  on 
loreigners. 

These  powers  were  sttU  further  amplified  by  the 

iu^truotion  which  the  court  now  obtained  from  the 
Wperor.  It  was  enabled  henceforward  to  decide^  not 
only  upon  privileges  gmnted  to  foreigners,  but  even 
u^n  those  enjoyed  by  native  subjects,  as  well  as  upon 
the  validity  of  all  customs,  prescriptions,  and  charters ; 
and  also  to  take  cognizance  of  all  disputes  between 
the  towns  and  the  open  country.  As  the  members  of 
this  court  were  appointed  by  the  count,  and  removable  at 
U&  pleasure^  it  is  easy  to  perceive  how  much  his  autho- 

'  Bnnat'B  Hist.  Ref^  boek  ii.,  bL  106.  Groot  Plakaat.,  d«el«  ii.,  bl. 413. 


Digitized  by  Google 


392 


CllAKLES  II. 


1631  rit  jr  niuBt  increase  by  means  of  its  extended  jorisdielioa* 

while  the  privileges  of  the  sul)jcct,  being  made  to  rest 
on  the  decit^ion  of  a  body  dependent  upon  the  sovereign, 
were  annihilated  the  instant  it  suited  his  pnipose  to 
dispute  them. 

The  emperor  then  took  leave  of  the  states,  having 
appointed  his  sifter  Mary,  widow  of  Louis  II.,  king  of 
Hungary,  governess  of  the  Netherlands,  together  with 
a  privy  council  to  assist  her  in  the  administration,  of 
which  the  Archbishop  of  Palermo  was  president^. 

At  the  time  of  her  accession,  the  Hollanders  were 
again  threatened  with  hostilities  from  Denmark  and 
the  Hanse  towns.  Since  the  truce  concluded  between 
them  in  lo26,  Christian  II.,  the  dethroned  King  of 
Denmark,  had  resided  in  East  Friezland,  where  he  now 
took  a  considerable  body  of  forces  into  his  pay,  with 
the  view  of  making  a  descent  upon  his  former  kingdom. 
Frederic,  the  reigning  nionarcli,  no  sooner  heard  uf  his 
preparationB^  than  concluding  from  the  near  connection 
of  Christian  with  the  emperor,  whose  sistet  he  bad 
married,  that  the  subjects  of  the  latter  would  favour 
his  enterprise,  he  blockaded  the  Sound  and  Belt  against 
all  ships  coniinpf  from  Holland.  In  tliis  he  was  assist^'d 
by  tlie  Lubekkers,  always  jealous  of  the  Dutch  trade 
in  the  Baltic,  and  who  now  threatened  to  seize  all  sorb 
vessels  as  attempted  the  passage.  Christian  having 
collected  an  army  of  10,000  men,  and  finding  bimfleif 
destitute  of  vessels  to  convey  them  into  Denmaric; 
solicited  the  loan  of  a  fleet  from  the  emperor,  who  wis 
still  in  the  Netherlands.  His  request  was  refused, 
and  a  ]>iohibition  issued  to  the  Netherlander?  in  gene- 
ral, against  aiding  the  banishe<l  king  either  with  sbip8» 
or  in  any  other  manner.    By  dint  of  solicitatioiifli 

'  Ctroot  Plaknai.,  dee).      bl.  640,  706.  Aert  Tan  dcr  Goes  B#A> 

bl.  m. 
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however,  he  afterwards  obtained  permission  to  hire  1531 

home  large  vessels  iu  Holland ;  and  the  towns  9f  the 
Waterland  were  enjoined  by  the  emperor  to  supply 
bim  with  such  ammunition  and  provisions  as  he  stood 
iu  need  of.  Cliristian,  findinfr  tliem  somewhat  unwil- 
ling to  obey  this  order,  led  his  troops  into  North 
Holland,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  emljarkation, 
aad  permitting  them  to  live  there  at  fi'ee  quarter, 
twdve  ebips  were  soon  provided  for  his  service  from 
Hoom,  Medemblick,  and  other  places;  tlie  emptror, 
moteover,  hastened  his  departure  by  a  gift  of  50,000 
guilders,  as  part  of  bis  sister's  portion?.  In  return,  he 
promised  the  Hollanders  a  free  trade  throughout  those 
kingdoms  which  he  never  regained.  Being  driven  by 
a  stonu  ou  the  coast  of  Norway,  he  sustained  a  long 
nege  iu  Apslo  (now  Christiana),  and,  obliged  at  length 
to  surrender,  he  was  detained  in  prison  during  the 
remainder  of  his  davs. 

Although  the  Hollanders  had  been  in  a  manner 
constrained  to  assist  Christian,  yet  the  reigning  sove- 
mgn  of  Denmark  professed  himself  none  the  less 
aggrieved,  and  directing  his  vengeance  against  them  in 
particular,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Lubekkers, 
executed  to  the  full  the  threat  of  seizing  all  their 
"veBsels  which  attempted  to  ])as8  the  Sound,  or  Belt. 
The  Baltic  trade  being  thus  impeded,  the  price  of  com 
hi  Holland  rose  from  two  pence  half]penny  to  above  1^^ 
twelve  pence  a  bushel,  400  merchantmen  usually  navi- 
gating that  sea,  lay  idle  in  the  ports^and  1U,UU0  seamen 
being  throvrn  out  of  emplojment,  were  reduced  to  a 
rtate  of  miserable  poverty**.  These  ci rem n stances 
created  in  Holland  an  earnest  wish  for  an  accommoda^ 

'  Aert  Tan  der  Goes,  U.  170, 171.  Velias  Hoom,bL128— ISO.  Hist« 
^Buue.  de  JIalkt,  torn,  vi,,  p.  86. 
^  Veiiiis  Hoom,  bl.  191, 132.  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bl.  180. 
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1689  tion.   Although,  thereforab  a  eoottderable  fleeli»  fm^ 

nished  l)y  the  maritime  towns  liad  already  put  to  sea, 
the  citizens  of  AmsterdaiUy  the  priucipal  oom  iiiart  of 
Holland,  sent  ambassadois  to  Copenhagen,  where,  as 
Frederic  wa**  iniormed  of  the  active  preparations  for 
war  malting  by  the  Dutch,  thej  found  the  less  difficulty 
in  eiTeetiug  a  peace ;  the  news  of  which  was  reeeiTed 
with  extreme  joy  in  IloUaud,  and  occasioned  a  fall  in 
the  price  qf  rye  to  four  pence  halfpenny  a  bushel*  It 
was,  however,  of  no  long  (iumtion.  The  fleet  was 
scarcely  unrigged,  when  th^  iving  of  Denmark,  incited 
by  the  Lubekkers,  sent  an  embassy  to  the  governess  to 
demand  ])ayment  of  300,000  guiklers  as  an  indemnifi- 
cation to  him  for  the  losses  he  had  experienced  in 
consequence  of  the  assistance  afforded  by  the  Hoi* 
landers  to  Christian,  which  sum  he  declared,  ought 
therefore  to  be  levied  on  Holland  alone,  since  Jie  desired 
to  live  in  peace  with  Brabant,  Fhmders,  and  Zeahmd, 
who  had  not  taken  part  with  his  enemies  against  him. 
Although  the  governess  replied  to  the  ambassadors  that 
the  emperor  would  consider  the  cause  of  the  Hollanders 
as  his  own,  and  support  them  with  all  the  strength  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  even  of  Spain  itself,  the  insidious 
distinction  made  by  Frederic  was  not  altogether  without 
eflfect  in  retarding  preparations  for  war.  Brabant, 
Flanders,  and  Zealand  being  still  permitted  to  caiTy 
on  their  commerce  in  the  north,  endeavoured  to  shift 
the  burden  entirely  on  Holland;  and  those  town% 
even  of  liuiiand  itself,  which  were  not  immediately 
interested  in  the  Baltic  trade,  were  anxious  to  fix  the 
expenses  of  equipping  the  necessary  ships  of  war 
entirely  on  the  maritime  towns,  impoverished  already 
by  the  large  sums  they  had  expended  in  the  like  pr&* 
parations  a  short  time  before. 
1633     The  debi^tes  on  this  subject  were  prolonged  in 
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flB^eml  awemblies  of  the  states  during  the  greater  part 
of  a  year,  until  at  length  all  the  deputies,  except  those 
of  Leyden,  consented  to  a  subsidy  of  50,000  guilders, 
ill  addition  to  80,000  contributed  by  the  emperor, 
wlicreuitli  a  fleet  \vas  equi[)])ed,  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  Gerard  van  Morkere,  admiral  of  Holland. 
Directing  its  course  late  in  the  summer  to  the  Sound, 
it  kept  that  strait  blockaded  for  some  time  against  all 
vessels,  except  such  as  cume  from  the  Netherkmds; 
the  commander  of  the  Lubek  fleet,  Mark  Meyer, 
carefully  avoiding  an  engagement.  Meanwhile,  Fre- 
deric I.»  king  of  Denmark,  died,  and  his  successor, 

Cbristiau  Til.,  perceiving  the  i^ruat  iujuiy  inflicted  on 
his  subjects  by  the  di^reements  with  Holland,  and 
that  they  were  likely  to  lose  their  trade  in  com  with 
that  couatiy,  which  was  now  begimiiag  to  import 
largely  from  Bremen  and  Hamburgh,  consented  to  a  1534 
truce  for  thirty  years ;  and  the  Lubekkers,  unwilling 
to  caxTy  on  the  war  alone,  likewise  made  an  accommo- 
dation with  the  Hollanders,  permitting  them  to  send 
as  many  trading  vessels  into  the  Baltic  as  they  thought 
proper'. 

It  appears  that  the  penal  edicts  against  the  Pro- 
testants, however  earnestly  recommended  by  the  empe- 
ror, had  been  but  slackly  executed,  since  at  this  time 
a  new  sect  of  Reformers  began  to  excite  alarm,  as  well 
ironi  their  increasing  numbers,  4s  trum  the  violence  of 
their  language,  and  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  tenets 
they  professed.  These  were  the  Anabaptists,  who 
(Uffered  from  the  Lutherans  in  maintaiuii^g  the  neces- 
sity of  adult  baptism ;  to  this  harmless,  and  not  irra- 
tioual  opinion,  they  joined  others,  which  rendered  them 
objects  of  mistrust  and  suspicion  to  all  constituted 

■ 

>  Aert  van  der  Goes,  IQO^Ui.    HUt.  de  Pumc.,  torn.  vi«,  p.  VJd—ZOO, 
VeiiuB  Hooro,  p.  135. 
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1534  authorities.   The  founder  of  this  sect  was  said  to  ha^e 

been  one  Nicholas  Stork,  a  ISaxoii,  who  about  the  year 
1522,  or  earlier,  began  to  teach,  ''That  the  world, 
both  temporal  and  ecclesiastical,  had  hitherto  been 
governed  i>y  evil  men;  but  that  better  times  were 
drawing  near,  when  God  should  raise  up  a  holy  people 
in  the  room  of  those  he  had  determined  to  destroy ; 
that  it  is  not  lawAil  for  Christians  to  go  to  law,  to  bear 
any  office  of  magistracy,  or  to  have  any  property  ;  bat 
that  all  things  >huuld  be  in  common^/'  Acting  upon 
these  principles,  his  disciple,  Thomas  Muncer,  a  priest  of 
Saxony,  had  in  the  year  1526  headed  a  dangerous  revolt 
of  the  peasants  in  Thuringia,  who  eagerly  embraced  his 
doctrines.  After  its  suppression,  many  of  the  fugitives 
took  refuf^o  in  Ilollaiul,  where  they  rapidly  gained  pro- 
selytes, more  especially  among  the  lower  ranks  of  people. 
The  conduct  of  these  zealots,  both  there  and  at  Munster, 
during  this  and  the  following  year,  affords  a  specimen 
of  religious  frenzy,  as  extraordinary  perhaps  as  ever 
appeared  on  the  page  of  history ;  and  I  shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  dwell  on  it  at  some  length,  because  it  presents 
human  nature  to  our  view,  under  a  remarkable  phasis, 
which  it  may  not  be  unj)iuli table,  though  painful  to 
contemplate.  One  of  the  most  striking  characteristics 
observable  in  the  Dutch,  is  a  deeply-seated  religious 
enthusiaf?m,  which,  guided  by  reason  and  education  has 
prompted  them  to  do,  and  to  suffer  more  for  the  cause 
of  conscience  than  any  other  nation  upon  earth,- but 
which  reigning  in  the  breasts  of  the  rude  and  ignorant, 
has  too  often  degenerated  into  blind  bigotiy  and  sense- 
less fanaticism. 

Among  the  converts  to  the  new  opinions,  was  one 

*'  Letter  of  the  Bislif»j>  of  Munster  to  Pope  Paul  III.  Apud  MIrr! 
DUp,  Belg.,  torn,  p.  608.  Sloidan,  lib.  iii.,  p.  62;  lib.  x.,  p.  100. 
Brandt's  Hist.  Ref.,  boek  ii.,  bl.  100. 
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Joliu  Matthewson,  a  baker  of  ^IaarleIU ;  a  uiau  of  kigU  1534 
courage,  inordiiiate  ambition*  and  a  heated  imagination, 
joined  to  no  mean  share  of  talent  and  eloquence.  He 
gave  himself  out  for  Enoch;  and  having  deserted  his 
wifr,  somewhat  stricken  in  years^  eloped  to  Amsterdam 
with  the  jouug  and  beautiful  daughter  of  a  brewer  at 
Haarlem,  whom  he  had  seduced.  From  this  city  he 
despatched  liis  missionaries  to  various  places,  a])pointing' 
two  to  each  place,  for  the  purpo^  of  teaching  the 
Gospel.  Bartholomew  Bookbinder,  and  Theodore 
Cooper,  were  sent  to  Friezlaud  ;  while  John  Bokelson, 
taylor  of  Leyden,  and  Gerard  Bookbinder*  repaired  to 
Munster. 

The  Reformation  introduced  into  this  city  by  one 
Bernard  Rotman,  had  gained  ground  so  rapidly,  that 
the  Lutheran  service  was  performed  in  six  of  its 
churches,  leaving  the  cathedral  only  to  the  Catholics. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  two  missionaries  from  Am- 
sterdam, Hotmail  became  a  member  of  the  anabaptist 
persuasion,  and  from  that  time  the  number  of  these 
sectaries  increased  daily.  Tliey  sent  missionaries  to 
the  neighbouring  towns  aud  into  Holland,  inviting  all 
their  brethren  to  Munster,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  the  New  Sion.  Multitudes  obeyed  their  call; 
and  among  the  rest,  Matthewson  of  Haarlem,  Bernard 
Knipperdollin^,  Jacob  van  Kampen,  and  John  van 
Ceeleu.  The  concourse  soou  became  so  great,  that 
th6  Anabaptists,  perceiving  themselves  by  far  the 
stronger  party,  and  headed  by  John  Matthewson, 
nused  a  violent  tumult  in  the  city,  running  about  the 

*  The  generality  of  the  HoUanders  wlio  were  not  noble,  bad  as  yet  no 
niTnames ;  aome  were  dbtingnuhed  by  the  name  of  Uie  tiade  they  M« 
lowed,  or  sometimea  by  one  given  them  on  acooant  of  lome  quality  of 
niind  or  body  for  which  they  wen  remarkable,  or  by  that^of  their  birth- 
place ;  wliilc  otheia  added  son  to  the  christian  name  of  tiieir  fiither,  or 
one  of  their  ancestors.  The  noblea  took  their  namee  from  their  eetatee. 
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1584  streets  with  drawn  swords,  kowlingi  aud  crying  out, 
*^De)]art»  ye  ungodlj,  or  repent  and  be  baptiaed,  for 
the  scourge  of  God's  wrath  is  at  hand."    Terrified  at 
the  uproar^  nearly  tlie  whole  of  the  inhabitants  who 
did  not  belong  to  their  s^t  fled,  and  left  the  town  At 
the  mercy  of  these  reckless  fanatics.    Immediately  on 
their  departurei  Matthewson  gave  orders  that  the 
principal  houses  and  the  churches  should  be  pillagfed, 
and  all  the  books  burnt  excepting  the  Bible.  The 
Wealth  collected  by  the  plunder  he  commanded  to  be 
brought  into  one  common  ])ursc,  and  equal  I)  distribute  J 
by  deacons  appointed  for  that  purpose^.    In  the  midst 
of  his  frenzy,  however,  he  retained  no  small  share  of 
prudence  in  m  orldly  matters ;  he  appointed  a  regular 
government^  consisting  of  two  burgomasten  and  twelve 
councillors,  strengthened  the  fortifications,  obliged  all 
people  of  the  male  sex  to  do  garrison  duty,  and  neg- 
lected no  preparations  for  the  siege  with  which  he  was 
threatened.     It  was  ere  long,  undertaken  by  the 
bishop,  Fi'ancis,  count  of  Waldelc,  who  obtained  the 
assistance  of  some  of  the  German  princes,  the  Duke  of 
Gueklerland,  and  the  t(jwns  of  Deventer,  Kanijien,  and 
Zwol.   The  bishop's  troops  made  a  violent  assault 
upon  the  city,  which  was  repulsed  with  great  loss.  The 
next  day,  Matthewson,  elated  with  his  success,  sallied 
out  at  the  head  of  only  thirty  men,  and  attacked  the 
caiiii)  of  the  besiegers     He  was  soon  driven  back,  and 
himself  with  all  his  followers  slain.   Uis  death  excited  | 
the  greatest  consternation  at  Munster,  the  people 
having  imagined  that  he  was  under  the  peculiar  pro- 
tection of  God;  but  the  government  was  instantly 
assumed  by  John  Bokelson"*.    Tliis  man  was  a  tailor, 

»  Ilortens.  4^  Tumult.  Aiiaiuij.Ust.,  p.  ld>  17.    Sleidati,  Ub.      p.  1^2, 
JU4.    licut.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib.  i.,  (ai».  10, 
«  lUuU  It^r.  Aubt.,  lib,  x.,  cap.  U. 
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of  Lejrden,  who,  endowed  with  some  quiekneM  ofl^ai 

intellect  and  powers  of  rhetoric,  liad  been  accustomed 
to  perform  plays  with  the  compauy  of  actors  at  Leydeu, 
when  the  part  of  king  or  prince  was  generally  allotted 
to  liim.  His  fanaticism  was  by  no  means  so  tempered 
^ith  reason  as  that  of  Matthewson*  One  of  his  first 
exploits  was  to  strip  himself  entirely  naked  and  march 
tbruugh  the  streets^,  exclainiiug,  that  "the  king  was 
come  to  Zion."  After  thi8»  he  sat  in  his  house  for 
tbree  days  without  uttering  a  w^ord,  writing  that,  "  the 
spirit  had  sealed  up  his  lips."  At  last,  he  suddenly 
declared  that  the  nse  of  speech  was  restored  to  him, 
ayd  that  he  was  commanded  from  above  to  set  up 
twelve  judges  in  Israel.  This  he  accordingly  did» 
giving  the  office  of  execntioner  to  Knipperdolling,  who 
put  to  death  all  such  as  ofiered  the  slightest  opposition 
to  his  decrees,  or  expressed  a  desire  to  return  to  the 
government  of  the  bishop. 

The  twelve  judges,  after  they  had  been  a  few 
weeks  in  authority,  were  again  deposed,  and  John 

Duizendschoeii,  a  goldsmith  of  Warendorp,  aflinned 
that  he  had  a  divine  mission  to  proclaim  John  Bokelsou 
king;,  not  only  of  the  New  Zion,  but  of  the  whole 
earth.  The  people  received  the  intelligence  with  loud 
acclamations.  The  new  Icing  appointed  ministers  and 
councillors,  chose  a  guard  of  twelve  to  bo  constantly 
near  his  person,  and  assumed  a  majestic  dignity  of 
demeanour,  befitting  that  high  station  which  he  had  so 
often  filled  in  the  mimic  life  of  the  stage.  He  w^as 
clothed  in  a  tunic  of  purple  velvet,  with  a  collar  of 
gold  around  his  neck :  on  his  head  he  wore  a  diadem, 
or  golden  crown,  made  in  uiiitation  of  that  of  the 
ancient  Gennan  sovereigns.  When  he  f ode^  his  feet 
were  adorned  with  golden  spurs:  and  at  the  head  of 
his  train  marched  two  of  his  attendants,  the  one 
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1334  bearinir  the  Old  Testament,  the  other  a  drawn  6Wor4. 
Whoever  uegiected  to  kueel  as  he  passed  was  imme^ 
diately  pat  to  death  ^ 

Thib  assumption  of  absolute  power  was  soon  followed 
by  the  most  unbridled  licentiousness.  Besides  the 
widow  of  John  Matthewson,  a  lovely  woman,  whom  he 
married  while  yet  pregnant  by  her  former  husband,  and 
who  alone  bore  the  titlQ  of  Queen,  he  had  fburtem  or 
fifteen  other  wives  of  inferior  rank.  One  of  them  he 
publicly  beheaded  with  his  own  hand,  for  having 
ventured  to  express  a  doubt  of  his  divine  mission*. 
His  subjects  were  not  slow  in  following  his  example  of 
profligacy:  every  man  took  as  many  wives  as  he 
thought  fit:  nuns  were  dragged  from  their  cloisters^ 
and  no  female  was  permitted  to  remain  unmarried 
after  the  age  of  fourteen. 

JNIeauwhile,  the  Bishop  of  Munster  finding  his 
forces  insuiiicient  to  carry  the  city  by  assault,  had 
turned  the  siege  into  a  blockade ;  and  as  he  kept  all 
the  approaches  strictly  guarded,  ])rovisions  began  to 
fail  within  the  walls.  The  besieged  long  cherished  the 
hope  of  relief  from  without;  but  such  of  them  as 
ventured  to  leave  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  sum- 
moning their  brethren  from  Holland  and  elsewhere  to 
their  assistance,  were  taken,  and  put  to  death.  Their 
1536  distress,  therefore,  continued  to  augment,  and  the 
famine  at  length  arrived  at  such  a  height,  that  the 
miserable  creatures,  after  having  been  forced  to  feed 
on  the  flesh  of  horses,  dogs,  and  rats,  were  reduced  to 
devour  leather  as  a  means  of  sustaining  life ;  and,  as  a 
climax  of  horrors,  it  is  even  said  that  the  bodies  of 

•  llortcnsius  dc  TiiiiiuL,  p.  32—44.    Slcidan,  lib.  x.,  p,  104 — 19G. 
Anton.  Corvinus,  de  miserabill  Monost.  obs.  (orig.  edit,  unpaged). 

•  A.  Conr.  de  mis.  ob.  Mon.  Slcidan,  lib.  x.,  p.  190.   L,  Uorteiisiui^  ifc 
Turn.  Analwpt.,  304— <J07. 
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mae  cbildren  were  found  half  eaten  after  the  capture  ISS$ 
of  the  town.  In  the  midst  of  this  wretchedness  dances 
were  held  and  pUtys  represented ;  none  made  any  men* 
tien  of  a  mimnder,  the  leaders  of  the  Anahaptiste  eon* 
tinualiy  assuring  the  people  that  God  would  save  the 
town  by  the  interposition  of  his  miraealbas  powers 

Their  prophecy  %vas  not  destined  to  be  fulfilled.  John 
Laugenstraty  a  deserter  to  the  bishop's  camp»  haying 
promised  to  deliver  Munster  into  his  hands,  was  ea^ 
trusted  with  the  command  of  a  band  of  400  men. 
With  these  he  advanced  in  the  night  of  the  24th  June 
to  one  of  the  gates,  and  telling  the  sentinel  that  he 
brought  a  convoy  of  provisions,  was  admitted  into  the 
town»   John  Bdcelson,  too  late  aware  of  the  danger, 

placed  himself  at  the  hcud  of  sucli  of  tlie  inhabitants 
as  had  hastily  snatched  up  their  arms,  and  succeeded 
in  closing  the  gates  against  600  more  Germans,  who 
followed  the  troop  of  Langenstrat;  a  fierce  battle 
then  bQgan  with  those  ahready  in  the  eity,  which  lasted 
for  above  an  hour,  when  the  Germans  would  have  been 
entirely  defeated)  had  not  their  companions  outside  the 
town  broken  down  the  gates  and  hastened  to  their 

assistance.  Still  the  Anabaptists  defended  themselves 
with  undaunted  courage,  even  the  women  and  children 
taking  a  part  in  the  fight,  until  overoome  at  length  by 
the  superior  strength  and  discipline  of  their  foes,  they 
threw  down  their  arms.  John  Bokelson,  their  king» 
and  Bernard  KnipperdoUing  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
for  eight  days  the  town  became  a  scene  of  rapine  and 
carnage^.  Bokelson  and  KnipperdoUing  were  confined 
in  separate  cells  for  the  space  of  six  months,  when  they 
were  brought  to  trial  and  condemned  to  death.  The 
former,  during  hia  imprisonment^  modified  some  of  his 

*  A.  Corv.  d«  mis.  Monart.  obo. 

<  Pont.  Heal.  R«r.  Aust^lili.  %U  oap^  2. 
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lISS  doftrineflb '  pMticiiIarlf  Hiat  penmttinf  a  pimtlity  of 

vive£.  On  lieariug  of  bis  condeinnatioD»  be  gave  sigos 
of  xepentaneo^  consenting  to  listen  to  the  oshoftstioiis 
of  the  bishop's  chaplain,  and  exclaiming  that^  **  if  lit 
had  ten  lives  to  lose  he  should  have  deserved  death 
ten  times."  Soon  afken  honrew,  he  dedamd  that^ 
though  he  had  sinned  against  the  govenmient,  he  had 
not  sinned  against  God.  KnipperdoUing  renuuned 
inunoTeaUe  in  his  opinions.  They  wdkrei,  ^tla  un- 
shaken fimmessi  a  death  of  lingering  and  cruel  torture; 
the  flesh  bemg  torn'  from  their  bodies  with  ted  iiDt 
pincers'. 

The  actions  of  the  Anabaptists  at  Amsterdsm 
riTsUed  in  fnntic  absurdity  those  comnitied  at  Man» 

stcr.  Having  met  together  to  the  number  of  twelve, 
seven  mea  and  £ve  woaien»  at  the  house  of  one  Joha 
S jbertson*  a  doth  factor,  who  wis  absent  in  the  imifiiit 
of  his  trade,  they  remained  together  until  about  three 
hours  after  midnight^  when  one  of  them  called  Diik 
Snyder,  (or  the  tailori)  who  gave  himself  out  for  a 
prophet^  fell  forward  with  bis  face  to  the  earth,  as  if  in 
prayer.   When  he  aiose^  he  ssid,  that  he  had  Tisitsd 

hell  and  heaven,  and  seen  God  in  his  glory.  Shortly 
after,  the  prophet  took  Ms  helmet  and  armour,  his  side 
armsi  and  eyen  his  clothe^  and  threw  them  all  on  tbs 
lire,  saving,  that  all  which  came  out  of  the  earth  muH 
be  sschficed  to  God^  and  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then 
commanded  the  whole  of  the  company  present  to 
follow  his  example.  They  obeyed  him  %\ichout  hesita- 
tioni  oTery  one  throwing  thdr  garments  on  the  toe, 
without  reserving  a  morsel  to  cover  them.  The  woman 
of  the  houses  who^  wakened  by  the  smell  of  the 
burning  clothes^  came  down  to  ascertain  the  causey  wss 
forced,  in  like  manner,  to  strip  herself.    Dirk  then, 

'  A«  Corf.  <l«iai0»  tf<niM,  otaUUone. 
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commaodittg  the  rest  to  foUow  aud  cry  alter  iiini,ia36 
nuhed  out  of  the  house  accompanied  by  the  whole 
troop ;  they  ran  like  maniacs  up  and  down  the  streets, 
altering  horrible  howlingSp  and  eriea  of  Woe !  iroe ! 
woe !  the  Tengeaaee  of  God !  the  Tengeance  of  God  I 
the  vengeance  of  God  T  The  schuttery  having  assem* 
Ued  in  anna  at  the  tumult,  aeixed  all  except  one 

woman,  and  brought  them  to  the  guildhall.  1 1  t  i  e, 
whea  they  were  desired  to  put  on  clothe^B^  they  stoutly 
nfiiaed,  aaaerting  that»  *Hhey  being  the  naked  truth 
and  Gods  image,  could  never  be  put  to  shame.'*  It 
waa  the  middle  of  the  month  of  February,  and  the  cold 
was  intense.  The  door  of  the  house  in  Avhich  they  had 
Jeft  the  burning  clothes  was  found  to  be  so  firmly 
ftatenedv  that  it  waa  necessary  to  blow  it  to  pieces; 
aud  from  this  circumstance  the  magistrates  justly  con- 
ceived that  a  plot  existed  to  destroy  the  city.  Their 
Mq>ieion8  were  further  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of 
more  than  1000  Anabaptists  in  Amsterdam  shortly 
eiter  the  execution  of  the  prisonerB»  which  took  place 

within  a  few  days  of  their  alrest^ 

In  the  same  month,  also,  John  van  Geelen,  a  leader 
ef  the  secti  with  800  foUowera,  aeiaed  the  old  monaa* 
tery  near  Bolsward,  in  Friezland,  drove  away  the 
monksi  and  destroyed  the  images  and  ornaments  of  the 
church.  Tt  was  soon  retaken  by  the  stadtholder  of 
Friezland,  George  Schenck,  when  van  Geeleii  escaped  in 
safety,  and,  repairing  to  Brussels,  obtained  letters  of 
pardon  from  the  govenu  ss,  bv  pretending  to  repent  of 
his  errors,  and  by  promising  to  secure  Munster,  which 
had  not  then  surrendered,  for  the  emperor.  Thence 
he  went  to  Amsterdam,  where  he  associated  openly 
^ith  the  most  respected  of  the  burghers,  but  held  con** 
and  secret  communication  with  the  Anabaptists, 

*  Hortens.  cle  Turn*  Ansbsp.,  p*  ^%  56* 
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1535  and  gained  over  so  large  a  number  to  the  same  part/i 
that  he  resblved  upon  a  nocturnal  attempt  to  make 

himself  master  of  the  city.    The  conspirators  agreed 
that  the  ringing  of  the  guildhall  bell  should  be  th^ 
signal  for  the  onset.   The  day  appointed  fbf  the  enteiS 
prise  w  as  the  annual  festival  of  the    Brothers  of  th^ 
Cross^''  which  was  usnally  attended  by  the  members  of 
the  govermneiit  and  the  most  considerable  of  th6 
buighers.  The  burgomasters^  however,  obtained  inform- 
ation of  the  plot  late  in  the  evenings  through  one  Peter, 
Honey,  who,  to  confirm  his  intelligence,  showed  them 
tiiree  [)ieces  of  small  artillery,  double  loaded,  aod 
placed  in  the  theatre,  in  such  a  position  as  to  dischaige 
their  contents  directly  into  the  windows  of  the  guild- 
hall, which  stood  opposite\    While  the  magistrates, 
Ailed  with  doubt  and  terror,  were  hesitating  what 
course  to  pursue,  the  Anaba])ti8ts  marched  about  fortjr 
strong  to  the  guildhall,  and  slew,  or  took  prisoners^ 
the  burgher  guards  Who  were  keeping  watch  there; 
the  burgomasters  only  escaped  by  a  hasty  flight.  For* 
tunately,  a  drunken  schout's  officer,  who  was  lying  at 
the  time  among  the  stools  and  benches,  at  the  first 
sound  of  the  tumult,  concealed,  without  knowing  whj 
he  did  so^  the  rOpe  of  the  guildhall  bell,  and  thns  pre* 
venting  the  signal  which  the  rioters  had  agreed  on,  in 
all  probability,  saved  this  illustrious  city  from  utter 
destruction.   The  Anabaptists  soon  became  mastern  of 
the  dam,  as  well  as  the  guildhall.    The  burgomasters 
having  put  the  schuttery  under  arms,  one  of  them 
Johnson  Reekalf,  resolving  not  to  attack  the  lioten 
before  the  morning,  since  it  was  impossible^  in  the 
extreme  darkness,  to  distinguish  friends  from  enemiefl^ 
commanded  that  the  approaches  to  the  dam  should  be 
barricaded  with  sails,  hop-sacks,   and   such  other 
•  Lamliert.  Horten.,  p.  57—03.  Bozhoni  in  Aiast.,  p.  250,  W* 
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materials  as  were  at  hand,  beliiiid  which,  sheltered  1533 
froiQ  the  fire  of  the  Anabaptists,  they  might  await  the 
approftch  of  day.  But  unother  of  the  burgomasteiSk 
Peter  Kolyii,  beiug  suspected,  from  the  mildness  of 
bis  (reatmeat  of  the  Anabaptists,  of  au  inclination 
towards  their  doctrines,  and  eager  to  clear  himself  of 
the  reproach,  hastily  advanced  to  the  attack,  at  the 
bead  of  his  own  company  only.  He  was  so  warmly 
leceived  by  the  rioters,  that  the  burgher  troops  were  all 
driven  back  or  killed,  and  himself  cruelly  slaughtered". 
Meanwhile^  the  buigomaster,  Reekalf,  collected  a 
company  of  town  soldiers*,*  promising  them  a  month's 
pay,  if,  under  the  conduct  of  the  burgomasters,  they 
should  succeed  in  expelling  the  Anabaptista  from  the 
guildhall  and  the  dam.  The  burghers  remained  quite 
8tiU  during  the  remainder  of  the  night;  the  Anabap^ 
tists  spent  it  in  singing  psalms.  At  break  of  day» 
Henry  Goedbeleid,  whom  John  van  Geelen  had  associ-^ 
ated  with  himself  as  leader  of  the  enterprise,  finding 
that  their  numbers  did  not  increase,  began  to  lose 
courage,  and  in  a  short  time  the  dam  was  cleared  of 
the  rioters,  who  retreated  into  the  guildhall,  some  few 
being  slaiu.  The  burgher  guards  haying  taken  posses-. 
5ion  of  the  theatre  opposite,  fired  incessantly,  from  the 
cannon  which  the  rioters  themselves  had  placed  there^ 
into  the  windows  of  the  guildhall ;  Reekalf,  also,  ou 
the  recovery  of  the  dam  by  the  burghers,  caused  two 
couleuvrines  and  a  piece  of  heavy  artilleiy  to  be 
brought  thither,  with  which  they  soon  levelled  the 
door  of  the  guildhall  to  the  ground.   The  burgher 

Boxhomitt  AiiiBt.,p.8Sa.  LamlMit  Hmtiiii.,  p.  62**^ 


*  Inliabitania  who  did  military  lernce  in  th«  town  upon  any  emais 
S«nc)r,andi«cclT«drifii]«rpaya8  aoldion:  they       calM  ^W«ai4« 
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1535  troops  thea  rushed  in :  the  Anabaptists  fought  with 
the  eourage  of  despair;  but  oYerpowered  bj  nambm^ 
the  greater  part,  among  whom  was  Goedbeleid  himself, 
were  killed,  and  the  few  remaining  made  prisonen. 
Twenty  of  the  burgbers  fell  in  the  encounter.  John 
van  Geelen  having  retreated  to  the  tower  of  the 
guildhall,  placed  himself  in  front  of  the  fire  from  the 
theatre;  he  was  soon  struck,  and  thrown,  while  yet 
aliye,  into  the  street.  The  prisoners  were  afterwards 
condemned  to  a  painftil  death*:  116  men,  and  2S 
women,  of  the  AnabajUistsi,  periiiiied  iu  the  affray,  and 
by  the  hand  of  justice 

Thus  the  tumult  was  happily  appeased ;  bat  there 
appears  little  doubt,  that  if  all  those  who  waited  in 
tain  for  the  ringing  of  the  town  bell  had  joined  in  the 
attack,  the  issue  must  have  been  fiital  to  the  city;  SOO 
more  Anabaptists,  who  had  been  invited  by  John  van 
Geelen  to  Amsterdam,  were  on  their  way  thither, 
when  they  heard  of  the  failure  of  their  comrades,  'dwl 
two  ships  liiied  with  them  aj)peared  shortly  after 
before  the  bar,  which,  on  the  tidings  of  the  eyents 
in  the  town,  sailed  to  England.  The  conduct  of  these 
sectarians  drew  upon  them  the  most  rigorous  edicts; 
all  their  prophets,  apostles,  and  bishops,  were  con- 
demned to  the  flames,  and  every  one  guilty  of  being 
rebaptized  to  be  put  to  the  sword  if  men,  and  to  be 
buried  alive  if  women;  and  the  magistrates  were 
forbidden  to  show  them  the  least  mercy,  ^  because  of 
their  evil  designs.'^  From  that  time,  soTere  persecution 

«  Boxhom  in  Amst.,  p«  260,  260.  Aaaiek.  op  YaL  Hi8^  deeL 


•  The  barbarities  exercised  on  tliem  aro  revolting  to  human  nature ; 
Huit  Inaits  were  cot  out,  while  alive,  and  thi-own  into  their  feces ;  thiar 
bodies  quartered,  and  hung  upon  the  town  gates,  and  their  heads  placed 
aa  atakea*— lAmbert.  Hori.,  p.  67* 
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was  exercised,  not  only  against  the  seditions  among  1535 
the  Aaabaptiili^  Imi^  likewise  against  that  peeeeable 
and  w^l-disposed  seet  ef  tbera  wlie,  Mlewing  Ihe 
doctrines  of  Menno  Simonson,  from  whom  they  were 
afterwmidb  ealled  MeBDoniteSb  held  tiie  use  ef  flesMjr 

wea]>ons   iiiilawfur'.     These  nnhappy  disorders  did 
ii;ifiakHilable  injury  to  Ihe  cause  of  the  Reformation, 
and  eonlributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  retard  its  pro- 
gress ;  they  were  not  oniy  pointed  to  by  the  Catholics 
as  tke  inoTitable  cmsequeoee  of  wantonry  forsaking 
that  faith  which  had  stood  the  test  of  so  many  ages, 
))ut,  by  jm)tiiyiug  measures  of  severity  against  the 
Anabeptists^  exasperated  that  spirit  of  hatred  and  bit- 
terness of  persecution,  which  the  different  sects  of 
Seformefs  manifested  towards  each  other,  in  no  less 
a  degree  than  the  Catholics  towards  the  Reformers. 
This  dispoi-ition,  however,  was  principally  conspicuous 
m  Geraiaay  and  Switzerland;  Holland  was,  for  the 
most  part,  exempt  from  it,  and  it  was  with  slowness 
and  reluctance  that  the  governments  of  the  towns 
executed,  even  to  the  extent  thej  did,  the  rigorous 
decrees  of  their  sovereign. 

The  trace  for  thirty  years,  which  had  been  con- 
cluded with  Lubek  and  Denmark,  lasted  little  more 
than  one.  The  Lubekkers^  dissatisfied  with  Christian 
III.,  oii  account  of  the  treaty  he  had  made  with 
Holbnd^  of  which  they  complained  as  injurious  to 
tMr  trade>  had  formed  an  alliance  with  Christopher, 
count  of  Oldenburg,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
captixe  king,  Christian  II.,  to  the  throne;  and,  in 
•onjunctioa  with  him,  thoy  possessed  themselves  of 
Copenhagen,  which  was  no  sooner  accomplished,  than 

*UnilM  i  tus  Hoi-ten.,  p.  68.   Vdiut  lioojcD.,  f .  136.   Braadfc'*  Hist, 
der  Ref^  boek  ii.,  bl.  123, 124. 
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they  dosed  the  Sound  against  all  Holland  voBsda*. 

The  hindrance  of  the  Baltic  trade  created,  as  usual,  a 
scarcity  of  com  in  Holland,  of  which  the  governess  took 
adwitage  to  renew  the  prohibition  on  its  exportation* 
As  the  Hollanders  were  convinced  that  this  was  dona 
for  no  other  purpose  than  that  the  government  might 
reap  the  profits  of  the  sale  of  permits,  they  unanimomly 
resolved  not  to  publish  the  decree,  and  vehemently 
insisted  on  its  immediate  revocation;  the  deputies  of  the 
towns  representing,  that  the  prohibition  to  export^  and 
the  exaction  of  permit-money,  by  checking  the  pur-^ 
chase  of  foreign  corn  in  the  eonntry,  prevented  its 
being  brought  thither,  and  thus  increased  the  scarcity 
it  was  pretended  to  remedy ;  and  that  tliirty  ships  from 
Bremen,  laden  with  grain,  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
bare  mention  of  this  measure,  passed  by  Holland  and 
gone  with  their  cargoes  to  England.  By  dint  of  pre- 
senta  to  the  courtiers,  the  towns  at  length  obtained  a 
majority  in  the  privy  council,  and  it  was  decreed,  that 
1636  corn  should  be  freely  exported  as  of  old,  without  aoy 
demand  of  permit-money^. 

The  ])rivate  views  and  interests  of  the  emperor  and 
his  family  widened  still  further  the  breach  between 
Holland  and  Denmark  and  Lubek.  Isabella,  wife  of 
the  dethroned  monarch  and  sister  of  Charles  V.,  had 
died,  leaving  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Doro- 
thea, in  default  of  issue  male,  claimed  the  inheritance 
of  her  father,  ^e  had  been  married  by  the  empeior 
to  Frederic,  count  palatine  of  the  Bhine,  and  this 
prince  now  sought  to  make  the  commotions  raised  bj 
the  Count  of  Oldenburg  the  means  of  advancing  the 
pretensions  of  his  wife  to  the  Danish  throne.  As  a 
first  step,  he  determiiied  upon  endeavouring  to  raise 

■  Hist.  (Ic  Dunne.,  torn,  vi.,  p.  203.   Veliua  Uoom.,  bL  liiZ, 
?  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bl.  204—240. 
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the  liege  of  Cqmihageiiy  then  inTested  hj  the  king^s  jsst 

troops,  and  for  this  purpose  collected  a  numerous  force, 
with  the  aaai&tance  of  the  emperor.  As  it  was  neces- 
suj  to  provide  YOsselB  for  the  transpoit  of  the  soidien 
into  Denmark,  the  governess  demanded  tlieui  in  the 
emperor's  name  from  the  states  of  Holland.  The 
stadtholder  laboored  to  excite  the  fears  of  the  depnties 
by  the  tidings,  that  the  Lubekkers,  suspecting  the 
des^pos  of  Frederic,  had  entered  into  negotiations  for 
an  accoininodation  with  the  reigning  king,  urging  the 
great  probabilitjr  there  was  that  he  might  be  inducedi 
ia  bis  present  circnmstances*  to  make  snch  a  treaty 
with  Lubek  as  would  j^rove  a  perpetual  hindrance  to 
the  Dutch  navigation  in  the  Baltic ;  and  that  the  best 
means  of  aTerting  this  danger  would  be,  that  the 
emperor  should  make  himself  master  of  the  Sound,  and 
if  possible  put  the  count  palatine  in  possession  of  the 
throne  of  Denmark.  He  concluded  with  a  requisition 
for  twenty-five  men  of  war,  fifteen  hoys,  double  armed 
and  double  manned*  But  the  states  receiving  intel^ 
ligence  that  the  King  of  Sweden,  Gustavus  I.,  had 
occupied  the  Sound  with  forty  ships,  were  fearful  that 
Hdland  might  be  involved  alone  in  a  war  vrith  the 
combined  powers  of  the  north,  and  that  the  whole  of 
their  trade  would  in  consequence  be  engrossed  by 
Zealand,  Flanders,  and  Brabant.  They  therefore  urged 
that,  under  present  circumstances,  the  governess  should 
a^ly  to  a  general  assembly  of  the  states  of  the  Nether^ 
lands,  when  Holland  would  be  found  vnlling  to  con-i 
sent  to  a  reasonable  sum  as  their  share  in  the  support 
of  the  war,  provided  a  like  proportion  were  paid  by  the 
other  states,  but  not  otherwise.  They  like\\ise  ob- 
jected, that  in  case  the  ships  required  of  them  should 
be  detained,  as  it  was  probable,  in  the  Baltic,  they 
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1536  would  incur  a  loss  of  400,000  guilders.    The  go- 

finding  it  impossible  ta  prsvail  with  the  states 
of  Holland,  took  upon  herself  the  equipment  of  the 
fleet*. 

In  order  to  present  the  exeentioB  of  any  plan 

formed  in  favour  of  Frederic,  by  raising  up  against 
the  Netlierlauders  an  enemy  who  should  give  them 
suiBoif nt  employment  on  their  own  frontiers,  Christisn 
m.  fcmietl  a  league  with  the  Duke  of  Gueldevlaud,  by 
which  the  latter  was  bound  to  assist  Utte  king  with 
9000  men,  and  eight  ships  of  war.  Charles^  who 
entered  into  this  alliance  chiefly  to  obtain  a  pretext 
fi>r  renewing  hostilities  against  the  emperor,  lost  no 
time  in  levying  the  stipulated  number  of  troops,  but 
instead  of  waiting  to  co-operate  with  the  Danish  army, 
he  sent  them  at  once  into  Groningen,  under  the  cem* 
maiul  (>f  Meinard  van  IJaiii,  a  general  nominally  in  the 
service  of  the  King  of  Denmark.  Upon  his  anivai 
there,  Meinard  entrenched  himself  strongly  ia  Apping- 
adam,  whence  he  wrote  to  the  citizens  of  Amsterdam, 
that  in  case  the  intended  preparations  at  sea 
proceeded  with,  he  would  lay  waste  the  city,  and  sur- 
rounding country,  with  tire  and  sword.  The  Amster- 
dammeis  were  the  more  alarmed  at  this  threat^  because 

the  town  of  Delft,  havinnf  been  shortlv  ])efure  almost 
destroyed  by  a  conflagration,  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
offer  any  resistance  to  the  passage  of  the  GueUe^ 
landers.  They  thereibre  summoned  an  assembly  of 
the  states  at  the  Hague,  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
the  gOTemess  to  send  some  troops  to  their  succour. 
ShCt  however,  anticipated  their  desire,  by  commandifl^ 
George  Schenck,  stadtholder  of  Friezland,^  a  braire  vbA 

249. 
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skilful  eaptaiiiy  to  dislodge  Meiiiard  van  Ham  from  id36 
Apfpingadaiii,  and  to  employ  ia  this  semoe  tlie  fbreev 
destined  for  the  Danish  expedition*. 

The  peo))le  of  Grouingen,  between  whom  and  tbo 
Doke  of  GueMerlaQd  manj  causes  of  dissatisfketioa 
had  for  some  time  existeci,  being  now  still  iurthei* 
iHenated  from  him  by  a  piopoaat  which  be  made  to 
erect  a  citadel  within  the  town,  and  to  surround  Ap<-: 
pingadam  with  walls,  sent  deputies  to  the  governess, 
ofibring  to  acknowiedge  the  emperor  as  sovereign,  in- 
fhe  quality  of  Duke  of  Brabant  and  Count  of  Holland, 
provided  she  would  send  them  immediately  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  to  protect  them  from  the  Ouelderu 
landere.     The  g-ovcriK  ss  did  not  hesitate  Iotiot  to  accept 
their  proposal,  but  sent  instructions  without  delay  to- 
Gteorge  Scbenck,  to  receive  the  homage  of  Groningen  in 
the  emperor's  name.    The  siege  of  Appingadam  lasted 
two  months,  when  it  capitulated,  the  general,  Memard 
Ham,  remaining  a  prisoner  of  war.  Goevoerden, 
some  time  after,  likewise  surrendered  to  Schenok,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  all  the  fortified  plaeee  haTing 
acknowledged  the  emperor,  he  was  confirmed  in  the 
full  possession  of  Groningen  and  Drent^.  The  diversion 
which  the  King  of  Denmaik  thus  caused,  though  it 
had  proved  most  unfortunate  to  the  Duke  of  Guolder- 
derland,  entirely  answered  the  purpose  for  wliich  he 
Umself  designed  it ;  sinoe^  while  the  Netherfamd  fleet 
%  waiting  for  the  soldiers  employed  at  the  siege  of 
Appingadam,  he  obliged  Copenhagen  to  suifeader,  and 
this  event  caused  the  count  palatine  to  desist  firem  his 
uteution  of  invading  Denmark. 

^  Hisl.     Panne,  torn.       r^SlO.  .Htat.  Roc  Anity  UK  i.,  cap. 
r.2fi6.  Aert  van  der  Goes,  bL  263, 
^  F«iitaiiii%  ffist.  Oehr.,  Kb,  sd.,  p.  7S1«  Htni*  Ber«  Aast,  Kb.  xt^ 

cap.6.  — 
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1536  Although,  in  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of 
the  states  of  Holland,  the  equipment  of  the  fleet  had 
been  carried  on  in  Zealand,  yet  it  was  a  sonrce  of  great 
injury  and  vexation  to  the  foriiier  province,  as  it  vms 
stripped  of  the  whole  of  its  artillerj  to  suppij  the  men- 
o&war ;  and  in  order  to  procure  seamen,  a  command 
was  issued  for  arresting  not  only  the  merchant  ships 
going  to  the  north  for  timber  and  cod  fish,  but  those 
also  which  traded  to  England,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 
An  embargo  liliewise  was  laid  iu  Amsterdam  on  some 
Tessels  coming  from  the  Baltic^  which  created  a  fear 
lest  reprisals  should  be  exercised  hj  the  nations  to 
which  they  belonged 

At  length,  by  the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  Hollandera» 
a  truce  for  three  years  was  concluded  with  the  King  of 
Denmark  in  the  next  spring,  in  spite  of  the  repeated 
attempts  to  break  off  the  negotiations  made  bj  the  am^ 
bassadors  of  the  count  palatine  at  the  Netherland  court 

In  this  year  died  the  renowned  Gerard  Ge- 
raidson,  so  well  known  to  posterity  under  the  name 
of  Desiderius  Erasmus,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his 
age.  His  statue  still  remains  at  Rotterdam,  as  a  me* 
morial  of  the  just  esteem  which  his  fellow  citizens 
cherished  of  his  virtues  aud  attainments. 

The  tmce  with  Denmark  failed  in  securing  to 
Holland  that  peace  which  she  so  earnestly  desired, 
since  she  was  destined  to  no  inconsiderable  share  in  the 
evil  consequences  that  resulted  from  the  bitter  personal 
hatred  existing  between  the  emperor  and  Francis  I.  of 
France,  and  which  brought  so  many  calamitiee  on  the 
subjects  of  both  sovereigns.  Hardly  was  the  treaty  of 
Cambray  concluded,  when  Francis  began  to  devise 
methods  of  evading  its  provisions.   Even  at  the  tame 

<  Hbt.  de  Daiuie.,  toin.  vi.,  p.         Aert  ran  der  Goes,  b1. 163. 
*  Hisfc.  de  Duiiw.,  torn.      p.  064.  Velius  Hootn,  U.  ISO. 
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of  to  notification  he  had,  as  with  the  treaty  of  Madrid, 
made  a  secret  and  solemu  protest  against  it^ ;  and  from 
that  moment  was  unceasingly  employed  in  forming 
alliances  prejudicial  to  Charles.  In  order  to  seduce 
the  pope  from  his  interests,  he  carried  his  complaisance  |^ 
80  fiur  as  to  give  his  second  son,  Henry,  doke  of  Or- 
Itaus,  ill  marriage  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  Loreoao 
di  Medici,  cousin  of  Clement  VII. ;  thus  allying  the 
royal  house  of  France  with  the  fiusiily  of  a  simple 
Florentine  merchant.  Henry  VIII.  of  England  was 
sufficiently  inclined  to  share  in  his  feelings  of  hostility 
agauist  the  emperor,  on  account  of  the  influence  which 
the  latter  had  used  with  the  pope,  first  to  retard,  and 
then  to  prevent  entirely,  the  divorce  of  his  aunt> 
Catherine  of  iVrragon,  which  Ileury  was  earnestly  bent 
on  accomplishing.  Francis  found,  therefore^  but  little  1^30 
difficulty  in  inducing  him  to  close  the  wool  stajde  at 
Calais,  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the  trade  of  the 
Netherlands*,  though  he  was  too  much  occupied  with 
his  domestic  aflhirs  to  render  it  probable  that  he 
would  afford  any  active  assistance  in  case  of  a  war*. 
Ibis,  however,  Francis  was  for  some  time  in  no  condi- 
tion to  undertake;  and  when  the  ruin  and  disasters 
of  the  former  campaigns  had  been  in  some  measure 
repaired  by  a  few  years  of  peace,  he  found  his  political 
delations  considerably  ehan/2:ed.  Clement  VII.,  whose 
i^uce  France  had,  as  it  atlerwards  proved,  bought  so 

•  Recneil  des  Traitt^s,  torn,  ii.,  p,  369. 
'  Rjm.  Feed.,  torn,  xir.,  p.  4d6. 


Of  how  great  detriment  this  :nea^nre  was  to  the  manufactures  of  the 
^^etheriwids  may  be  estimated  irvm  the  fact,  that  the  fiiic3tion  of  the 
fubstitution  of  Spanish  wools  for  English,  being  debated  in  the  states,  it 
v;as  decided  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  NotherLmders  to  do  without 
f^lish  wool,  notwith^t.indinp'  the  superior  protection  the  emperonnight 
^enabled  to  afford  to  the  importation  of  those  from  Spaio*  Aert  van 
<ler  Ciocs,  op  jaar  1534,  bl.  m% 
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1500  dear,  dymg  eooQ  «fter»  was  saoeeeded  Iqr  Altfyaarkr 
Farnese^  under  the  name  of  Paul  III.,  aa  unplaeahle 

enemy  of  the  Medici,  and  from  that  cause  kosUie  tQ 
tlie  inteiesto  of  France. 

The  league  of  Smalkalcle,  fomied  in  1530  by  the 
Protestants  of  Germany  for  their  mutual  defend 
appeared*  calculated  to  aUike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  emperor,  and  Francis  was  not 
iremiss  ia  his  eadeavours  to  turn  so  important  a  weajMa 
to  his  own  adTaatufe*  In  order  to  gain  their  Aiendslilp, 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  ai&ct  some  eoniormity  wiiii 
their  religtous  opinions^  and  even  invited  Melancthei^ 
their  iavourite  apostle,  to  Paris*.  But  the  success  of 
his  arts  was  defeated  by  the  severities  he  thought  it 
neetessrjr  to  employ  sgamst  the  Be&rmers  in  his  ova 

kingdom,  after  which  proof  of  his  insincerity,  all  the 
representations  and  blandishments  of  his  amhassadsr 
Du  Bellay,  were  unavailing  to  persuade  the  Getttsa 
Protestant  princes  to  listen  to  any  further  overtures  oi 
alliance  oa  his  part^. 

Thus  unsupported  by  any  of  the  powers  of  Europe, 
Francis  commenced  the  war  against  the  emperor  by 
sending  aa  army  into  the  statea  of  Charles^  duke  sf 

Savoy;  between  whom  and  the  eni|)eror,  a  closs 
ailiauce  was  maintained  through  the  influence  of  his 
wife,  Beatrice  of  Portugalt  sist^  of  the  ompma 
Francis  also  laid  claim  to  a  portion  of  Savoy,  in  rigbt 
of  his  mother  I^ouise,  daughter  of  Philibert  II.  by  a 
first  marriage.  The  French  troops  in  a  few  wedcs 
gained  posbession  of  the  greater  part  of  Savoy  and 
Piedmont  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Savoy,  the 
emperor  was  in  Italy,  returning  covered  vrith  gW 

t  Da  BdUy,  lib,  ir.,  p.  1S7«  Stei^  lib.  Is^p.  ISS^  IST. 
k  Da  BeUa/,  lib.  vi^  p.  SOT,  et  seqi 


Digitized  by  Google 


QHAMLE&  lU 


Htm  hh  cclobiited  upeditioa  agaimt  Twiis^  TImi 

want  of  ikith  on  the  part  of  Franck,  md  his  conduct 
!•  Iiai  «Ujr»  Uaaqportod  Chtrles  to  an  excew  of  pa«iioii» 
^fknAly  unmmml  to  hm  tteftdy  and  ipnideAt  temper ;  bo 
i^ulged,  in  the  pre^nce  of  the  assembled  pope,  cardi- 
iala»  akid  ambasMdoia  at  Rotoiv  im  vahaiiMat  iaveetttea 

igainst  the  ambition  and  insincerftjr  of  his  rival; 
taumerated  ail  the  iiyoriia  he  had  auataimd  from  him 
liilea  his  lusoMtoa  to  the  erowa;  and  eoneluded  hj 
challenging  him  to  single  combat'.  Impelled  by  his 
aiiger»  and  r^feettng  th^  advioe  of  hia  wiaest  ceua8elloi%  1636 
he  deteiniitied  upon  attacUng  the  King  of  IVanee  in 
hh  own  dominioiis,  and  nt  the  head  of  an  army  of 
iti^OOO  iniaatiyi  and  10,000  hoiae^  he  mvaded 
%etiee^  and  laid  eiefe  to  Marseilles.  The  able  plan  of 
defence  pursued  by  the  French  general,  Montmorency, 
1m  gatneeBuif  only  the  etfonf  townii  and  laying  waite 

the  open  country,  forced  the  iinpcriali.sts  to  retreat  at 
the  .end  of  two  months,  worn  out  with  hunger,  fatigue, 
and  ei^kneM.  The  emperoi^a  aima  met  with  little 
better  success  on  the  side  of  Picardy,  where  the  Count 
of  Nassau,  having  laid  aiege  to  Penmne  with  80,000 
teen,  waa  oUfged  shortly  after  to  raise  it^ 

The  mutual  interests  of  France  and  the  Nether* 
lands,  prompted  Ae  belligerents  to  ia  agreement  in  the 
midst  of  these  hostilities,  that  the  herring  fishery  of  both 
nations  should  remain  unmolested.  The  security  of  this 
bnmdi  of  their  trade  was  k  seasonable  relief  to  the  HoU 
lanflers  under  the  heavy  imposts  they  were  obliged  to 
sustain*  The  governess  having  assembled  the  states- 
general  of  all  the  Netheilends  at  Bmssels,  demanded  of 

i  Da  fidlay,  lir.  t.,  p.  240-*267.      ^  Hem,  Uv.  Tiii.,.p.  415-422. 

*  Tlkt  people  coiutdered  it  as  an  evil  omen,  that  on  the  ooowioii  of  ths 
mfwn^B  entry  into  Rome,  the  ancient  Temple  of  Peaee  was  thrown 
dowasmong  other  baildings  to  wktaa  thsmdr-^Pa  BeUajr,  Ur.  r.,  p. 
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them  a  sum  of  mone^  sufficimt  for  the  sappori  of  the 

1537  droops  returned  from  Peronne,  and  proposed  to  levy 
for  this  purpose  an  ezdse  on  win^  beer»  Biik8»  velvetib 
woollen,  and  linen  cloths,  The  proposition  was  reeeifed 
with  much  the  same  kind  of  feeling  as  the  noted  excise 
scheme  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole^  in  later  times,  in  our 
own  country.  The  states  of  Holland  summoned  at 
the  Hague  to  consider  of  this  measure,  regarded  it  as 
an  unnecessary  and  ^rexatious  innovation.  The  excise 
had  indeed  been  levied  by  the  governments  of  the 
town^,  to  pay  the  charges  of  those  towns,  or  the  county 
taxes  when  the  assessments  on  houses  and  lands  did 
not  sufRce*,  but  as  a  general  tax,  and  levied  by  the 
immediate  authority  of  the  count,  it  was  as  yet  unheard 
of.  The  states  of  Flanders,  also,  supported  those  of 
Holland,  the  deputies  declaring  that  they  could  not 
venture  to  ask  their  constituents  for  power  to  consent 
to  the  novelty  of  excises,  nor  had  they  the  slightest 
hope  of  ever  obtaining  it.  The  deputies  of  no  one  of 
the  other  states  appeared  at  all  more  inclined  to  give 
in  their  consent,  and  the  governess  at  length  fuuiid  the 
opposition  so  powerful,  that  she  was  forced  to  yield, 
and  the  scheme  of  excise  vras  laid  aside  for  several 
years,  Aslien  the  enormous  bubsitiies  granted  by  the 
states  rendered  its  adoption  inevitable. 

Another  measure  which  she  brought  forward  shortly 
after,  met  with  the  like  ill-success.  The  sum  of 
1,200,000  guilders  was  judged  requisite  for  the  payment 
of  the  troops  intended  for  the  service  of  the  next 
campaign,  and  instead  of  levying  it  by  the  usual  mode 
of  petitions  to  the  separate  states,  the  govemesi 
deniautled  the  whole  sum  from  the  states-jrencral  of 
the  Netherhuids,  proposing  at  the  same  time,  that  they 
should  declare  the  provinces  one  undivided  nation,  and 

*  Vide  part     Gh^».  2, 
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as  such,  levj  a  geiienil  impost  of  a  Caroius  guilder  1537 
(tweotj-two  pence  balipenDy)  apon  eveiy  hearth** 
This  expedient  was,  however,  unfaniiiiously  rejected  by 
the  deputies  from  Holland,  who  declared,  that  so  far 
from  being  paid,  it  would  inevitably  cause  a  rebelUon 
throughout  the  county,  since,  being  more  populous, 
and  having  therefore  a  greater  number  of  dwellings  iu 
j  roportion  to  the  extent  of  her  soil  than  any  of  the 
other  states,  she  would  have  been  forced  to  bear  more 
than  a  due  proportion  of  the  burdeti.  The  proposition 
of  the  duchess  was  therefore  rejected ;  but  the  states 
of  Hoilaud  granted  her  au  ordinary  petition  of  120,000 
guilders  annually  for  six  years,  and  an  extraordinaiy 
one  of  120,000  giiilderi>^ 

While  the  debates  on  the  supplies  were  yet  pend* 
ing,  Francis  taking  advantage  of  the  delay  they  ocea* 
sioned  iu  the  preparations  for  the  campaign,  and  aware 
of  the  disordered  condition  to  which  the  Netherland 
amy  was  reduced  for  want  of  pay,  took  possession  of 
Tied  in  early  in  the  spring.  No  sooner,  however,  were  1538 
the  Netherland  troops  in  readiness,  than  Egmond, 
count  of  Buuren,  marched  at  their  head  to  St.  Pol, 
^'hich  he  took  by  storm,  made  himself  master  of 
Montreuil,  and  commenced  the  siege  of  Terouanne. 
During  its  continuance,  the  governess  and  Queen  of 
France  concluded  a  truce  for  three  mouths  between 
Ptance  and  the  Netherlands.  This  was  followed  inl^ 
the  next  year  by  a  general  truce  between  the  emperor 
and  King  of  France  for  the  space  of  ten  years ;  nego- 
tiated under  the  mediation  of  Pope  Paul  III.,  who 
iiad  manifested  au  extreme  eagerness  in  bringing  about 
A  pacification  between  the  two  monarchs,  in'  order  that, 

*  Acrt  van  der  GoM^  bl.  276, 277.  Meteren,  boek  L,  fol.  12. 

*  Or   Hole  from  ^rlicnce  smoke  iafoce."— Aert  ran  der  Goee,  bl.  276. 
VOL.  I.  2  B 
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1539  ^li^ii*  iiuitual  animosities  being  laid  asidei  they  might 
unite  their  forces,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  extirpating 
heresy,  as  of  ajrresting  the  progress  of  the  Turks  fai 
Christendom'".    In  coni})liiinee  with  his  solicitations, 
Charles,  after  the  ratihcation  of  the  truce,  made  pre« 
parations  for  war  against  the  Soltaa  of  Turkey,  Soly- 
man,  surnanied  the  Magnificent.    In  order  to  pros  ide 
himself  with  a  fleet>  he  despatched  to  UoUaad  and 
Zealand,  John  van  Hennin,  lord  of  Bossn,  who  obUuned 
from  the  states  that  an  embargo  might  be  laid  u^n 
vessels  of  idl  kinds,  and  a  prohibition  issued  to  seamen, 
against  engaging  in  any  other  service  than  that  of  the 
emperor.    By  those  means,  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
commerce  of  the  Dutch,  a  fleet  of  forty-ftnir  shipe  wum 
collected  in  Zealand,  and  early  in  the  next  spring 
fifty-six  more  set  sail  from  Holland.  -But  the  hitter 
had  hardly  reached  the  Downs,  when  they  were  recalled, 
the  emperor  finding  it  necessary  to  po&tpoue  his  expe- 
dition, as  well  on  aocount  of  some  movements  among 
the  Protestants  of  Germany,  as  of  a  revolt  which  bad 
broken  out  iu  Ghent.   A  few  of  the  leading  cireum- 
stances  of  the  latter  event,  though  not  in  immediate 
connection  with  Holland,  will  not  be  irrelevant  to  the 
subjects  from  its  effects  on  the  temper  and  dispositioii 
of  the  sovereign  towards  the  towns  of  the  Netherlgads^ 
and  their  franchises  in  general^. 

Owing,;  perhapfi^  to  Flanders  having  been  for  m 
many  centuries  a  fief  of  France,  the  Flemings  partook 
much  more  of  the  national  character  of  the  FreucU 
than  of  the  Germans,  whom  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  Netherland  states,  except  Ilainault  and  Artois^ 
for  the  most  part  strongly  resembled ;  and  although,  in 

I)u  IkllAv,liv.viii.,p.  439^4^.  &Ui4aii,)iKxi^^SaS.  fimetl 

dea  Traites,  toai.  ii.,  p.  31)9,  407. 

•  Seat.  Aez.  Avus^  lib.  xi^  ot^.  IS.  Vtliw  Emu,  U.  lil. 
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commoo  with  all  Netherlander^  deeply  attached  to  1689 

their  ancient  customs  aiiU  |>rivilege8,  thejr  were  prone 
to  assert  tbem  rather  with  inconsiderate  passion  and 
ineoDstatit  Tehemenee^  than  with  the  passive  courage 
mid  steadiness  of  purpose  evinced  hj  the  Dutch  on 
the  like  oecasions. 

Tlie  origin  of  the  present  dispute  between  the 
Ghenters  and  the  court  was  the  subsid/  of  14200,000 
guilders^  demanded  by  the  governess  in  1586^  which, 
ss  we  have  seen,  it  was  found  impossible  to  levy  by  a 
general  tax  thronghout  the  provinoea.  It  was  there* 
fere  divided  in  proportional  shares  to  each ;  that  of 
Flanders  being  fixed  at  400,000  guilders^  or  one-third 
of  the  whole*  The  states  of  this  province  were  com- 
posed of  deputies  from  the  four  members,  thej  were 
called,  (''Leden,")  of  Ghent,  Bruges  Yprest  and  the 
Vtyenlandy  whom  the  three  latter  gave  their  con« 
aut,  after  some  diiiicultyi  to  the  payment  of  this  sum, 
sad  likewise  that  it  should  be  levied  by  means  of  a  tax 
of  one  guilder  on  each  hearth.  The  citizens  of  Ghent, 
on  the  contrary,  persisted  in  refusing  the  demand, 
oflbnng  instead,  to  serve  the  emperor  as  of  old  timcb 
with  their  own  troops  assembled  under  tlie  great 
standard  of  the  town.  In  order  to  force  them  to  com- 
pliance^ the  governess  seised  all  the  Ghenters  found  in 
Brussels,  ATitwerp,  and  elsewhere,  and  threw  them  into 
prison^.  This  measnre  failed  of  the  desired  effects 
The  inhabitants  of  Ghent  sent  deputies  to  Maro;aret  to 
solicit  the  release  of  their  fellow-citiasens,  and  to  repre- 
sent to  her  that,  according  to  the  charters  of  Count 
Guy  in  1296,  of  Count  Louis  de  Nevers  in  1334,  and 
of  Mary  in  1478,  they  could  not  be  bound  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any  subsidy,  by  the  deeimon  of  a  mqority  only 
of  the  states  of  Flanders.   They  likewise  presented  an 

•  Heut.  Rer.  Aust.,  lib*  xi.,  oap.  11« 
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appeal  to  the  emperor  in  Spain,  but  reomved  fcr 

answer,  that  they  should  obey  the  commands  of  the 
governess  as  if  he  were  present,  and  that  if  thfff 
persisted  in  refusing  the  payment  of  400,000  guilders, 
means  would  be  taken  to  enforce  it.  The  other  cities 
of  Flanders  showed  themselves  unwilling  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  Ghenters,  who,  finding  they  had  no 
hope  of  support  from  them,  or  of  redress  from  the 
emperor,  took  up  arms,  possessed  themselves  of  the 
forts  in  the  vicinity  of  Ghent,  and  despatched  an 
embassy  to  Paris  to  oiler  the  sovereignty  of  their  city 
to  the  king,  with  a  promise  to  assist  him  in  recovering 
Flanders  and  Artois,  ancient  iie&  of  France.  The 
hope  that  the  emperor  would  one  day  grant  the 
investiture  of  the  Milanese  to  his  second  son  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  induced  Francis  to  decline  the  tempting 
offer,  and  the  Ghenters  were  left  to  sustain  alone  the 
consequences  of  their  rebellious  acts  p. 

As  there  appeared  no  other  mode  of  pacifying  the 
town  than  by  the  presence  of  the  sovereign  himself 
Charles  determined  upon  repairing  thither  in  person; 
but  the  difficulty  of  performing  the  voyage  in  safety 
appeared  almost  insurmountable.  If  he  attempted  the 
passage  by  sea,  it  was  not  improbable  that  a  storm,  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  might  drive  him  into  one  of 
the  ports  of  England  where,  as  the  feelings  of  the  king 
were  anything  rather  than  friendly  towards  him,  he 
might  be  detained  prisoner.  The  route  through  Italy 
and  the  states  of  the  Protestant  princes  of  Germany 
was  still  more  perilous,  aud  Charles  at  length  decided 
upon  the  apparently  desperate  measure  of  passing 
through  the  donunions  of  his  rival,  the  King  of  France. 
Happily  for  htm  the  same  vanity  which  guided  all  the 

9  Heut.  Rer.  Aust.,  Ub.  zi.,  «ap.  11*  ThuAiuu^  Ub,  L,  p.  28.  Dn 
BeUay,  Uv.  viU^  p.  477* 
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actions  of  Fraiieis,  and  which  induced  him  to  violate 
the  ties  of  good  faith  after  the  iuglorioiu  treaties  of 
Madrid  and  Cambray,  prompted  him  now  honourably 
to  preserve  them,  and  to  display  to  even  an  impolitic 
excess,  the  character  of  a  generous  and  friendly  host, 
lie  not  only  granted  the  emperor  a  tree  passage 
through  his  stateSi  and  received  him  with  the  honours  1540 
due  to  a  sovereign,  but  forbore,  with  an  overstrained 
delicacy,  to  press  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  inves- 
titure of  Milan^i.    Having  taken  leave  of  the  French 
kmg,  who  acconi])anied  him  as  far  as  St.  Queutin, 
Charles  met  the  states-general  at  Brussels  in  February, 
whence  he  advanced  to  Ghent  at  the  head  of  two 
regiments  of  German  foot,  brought  into  the  Nether- 
lands by  his  brother  Ferdinand^  king  of  the  Romans, 
and  1500  horse,  which  the  governess  had  levied  in  the 
provinces.   It  was  soon  evident  how  little  of  mercy  or 
forbearance  the  Gfaentere  had  to  expect  at  his  hands* 
In  answer  to  the  petition  they  presented  to  him, 
setting  forth  their  claims  and  grievances,  he  declared, 
that  the  charters  they  relied  upon  in  support  of  their 
pretended  privilege  of  paying  uo  taxes,  except  such  as 
they  had  given  their  consent  to,  either  applied  to  those 
levied  upon  the  city  of  Ghent  in  particular f,  or  to 
i>uch  as  were  levied  by  nobles  Mithout  consent  of  the 

«  Da  BeUay,  Ur.  tIU^  p.  477-479.  Heut.  Rer.  Aust.,  Ub.  xi.y  cap.  12. 


*  He  did  not,  however,  exercise  agmnat  tliem  all  ilie  aeyerity  to  which 
^  was  ad?iaed.  BaTing  aaked  the  Dake  of  Alv%  (the  aame  who  after- 
wards  Tendered  hb  name  ao  notorioua  in  the  Netherlandiv)  what  pnniah* 
meat  he  thought  they  dcserved^ho  answeredy  tliat  the  rebellious  dly  should 
be  entirely  destroyed.  Charles  oommanded  him  to  go  up  into  a  tower 
whence  he  might  see  the  whole  dty.  ^  And  how  many  Spanish 
■kias,"  said  he  to  him  on  his  return^  **do  yon  thialc  it  woold  take  to 
make  such  a  glove  (Gand)  as  that?'*  Alva  rtmainad  aiknt.  SindnDa 
BeOo  BdgSeo,  dec  i.,  UK  Tii.,  p.  221. 

t  That  of  Goant  Guy  in  129(1. 
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1540  sovereign*;  excepting  the  great  charter  obtained  from 
Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  I.,  which  he  affirmed  waa 
invalid,  as  extorted  by  force,  she  being  at  the  time 
under  age,  and  detained  a  prisoner  in  Ghent  The 
judgment  pronounced  by  the  emperor,  which  the  for- 
midable body  of  troops  within  their  walls  left  the 
Ghenters  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclination  to 
resist,  was  marked  by  a  severity  calculated  to  deter 
the  other  cities  of  the  Netiierlands  from  a  too  bold 
assertion  of  obnoxious  immunities.  It  was  decreed 
that  Ghent  and  all  the  other  towns  should  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  states  in  the  matter 
of  subsidies:  that  the  Ghenters,  as  guilty  of  treason, 
had  forfeited  all  their  franchises,  their  lives,  and  j)ro- 
perty :  that  besides  their  share  of  the  400,000  guilden, 
the  primary  cause  of  tbo  disturbances,  they  should  pay 
a  iiue  of  150,000  guilders  at  once,  and  6000  annually 
for  ever :  they  were,  moreoyer,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  a  strong  citadel  erected  within  the  town,  to  keep  the 
inhabitants  in  subjection:  twenty-six  of  the  ringleaders, 
among  the  seditious,  sufibred  death,  and  the  others 
were  condemned  to  pay  heavy  hues,  or  to  undertake 
long  and  dangerous  pilgrimages^  As  the  great  nu^ 
jority  concerned  in  this  rebellion  were  of  the  poorer 
classes,  the  exaction  of  large  sums  of  money  from  the 
town,  whereby  the  most  wealthy  and  peaceful  citizens 
bore  the  chief  share  of  the  punishment,  presents  an 
example  of  those  peculiar  rules  of  justice  often  adopted 
by  powerful  monarchs,  when  the  result  of  its  execution 
is  to  bring  supplies  into  tlieir  own  treasury  f. 

'  Heut.  Aer.  Aiui*,  Ub.  xi^  cap.  13^  1^ 

*  The  one  granted  by  Count  Louis  in  1324. 

t  The  conduct  of  the  King  of  France,  on  a  similar  occasion,  contrasts 
favourably  w  ith  that  of  Charles,  as  well  in  respect  of  sound  policy  as  of 
hnnumty •  The  Rochellois  having  mutinkd  i^auMl  Um  eoUectwi  «f  tb« 
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Peace  being  thus  restored  to  Gbent,  the  emperor  1540 
set  out  on  a  journey  to  ilollaud,  whither  he  had  been 
inTited  by  the  advoeate^  Van  der  Goes^  in  the  name 
of  the  states.    First  visiting  ZeuluiKl,  ho  proceeded 
thfough  Dordrecbtt  Rotterdam^  and  Delft>  to  the 
Hague,  where  be  gave  an  audlenee  to  the  states. 
They  wertj  again  suiumoaed  at  Haarlem,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  giving  their  consent  to  a  petition  of  100,000 
srviiUlers  annually  during  six  years.    The  nobles  and 
the  towns  of  Dordrecht^  Haarlem,  and  Amsterdam, 
only  having  acceded  to  this  demand,  the  governess 
desired  that  the  votes  of  the  majority  should  be  es- 
teemefl  a  full  consent,  thns  endeavouring  to  introduce 
into  Holland  the  same  system  whirl i  liad  lately  been 
carried  into  eii'ect  by  force  in  Flanders.    Yet  the 
earnest  remonstrances  of  the  lords  of  Brederode  and 
Absenfeldt,  assisted  by  the  advocate,  Van  der  Goes, 
induced  her  to  desist  ftom  this  impolitic  scheme,  which 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  met  with  more  firm  and 
lasting  opposition  in  Holhuul,  where  the  principle  hiui 
always  been  fecogniaed,  that  no  measure  should  be 
considered  as  sanctionecl  by  the  states  uulesis  their 
votes  were  unanimous,  and  that  the  several  members 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  bear  any  share  in  those 
taxes  to  whicli  they  had  not  given  their  assent.  Shortly 
aftetwards  the  states,  being  again  summoned  at  Utrecht, 
cauie  to  an  unanimous  resolution  to  grant  the  re([uii'ed 
subsidy;  Amsterdam,  for  its  forwardness  in  voting  so 
considerable  a  supply,  obtained  a  modification  in  its 
favour  of  the  staple-right  of  Dordrecht,  from  which  all 
the  towns  of  HoiUnd  were  desirous  of  being  relieved. 
The  emperor  decreed  that,  all  wares  coming  from  the 

gaMle,  were  afterwards  obliged  to  submit  tlicinhcWe:*  to  lii*?  i>  \  : 
Francis  not  only  forbore  to  inflict  any  c  ipltal  punishment  on  them,  but 
'^•tored  their  anna  and  finnchioM.   I)a  Bellay,  liv.  ix.,  p.  621—624, 
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1640  nortb,  except  oak  planks^  bent,  and  wainscoting  timber* 
should  be  pennitted  to  pass  by  the  way  of  Gooda  and 

the  Yssel  to  AmsteHaiii,  without  being  tin>t  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  staple  of  Dordrecht*. 

From  Holland  the  emperor  went  to  Utrecht,  the 
Unal  union  of  whicli  with  Holland  was  coiiii)letcd  about 
this  time.  It  had  been  ardently  wished  for  by  the 
HoUuiiders,  ever  since  its  conquest  from  Cliailes  of 
Guelderland ;  and  in  the  year  1534  the  Emperor  lia4 
published  an  edicts  declaring  that,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  GoveriKss  Mary,  of  the  knights  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  and  of  the  members  of  the  priry  coiuicil 
and  council  of  finance,  the  emperor,  out  of  his  mere 
knowledge,  authority,  and  full  power,  united  the  city, 
towns,  and  country  of  Utrecht,  on  this  side  the  Yaeel,  ' 
to  Holland,  to  be  governed  by  one  stack  holder,  and 
the  states  of  both  were  to  be  henceforth  summoned 
together*.  The  councils  still  remained  dietinctt.  Tiie 
opposition  of  the  Utrechters  had  delayed  till  the  pre- 
sent time  the  full  accomplishment  of  this  onion,  the 
consequences  of  which  were  subsequently  so  important 
to  both  countries.  On  the  emperor's  retuni  to  HoL 
land  from  Utrecht,  he  appointed  Rene  de  Chalons^ 
prince  of  Orange,  as  stadtholder  of  IluUund,  Zealand^ 
and  Utrecht:  his  father,  Henry  of  Nassau,  \ras  a 
German,  and  his  mother,  Claude  de  Chalons,  a  native 
of  yranre;  and  thus,  by  the  violation  of  a  privilege 
often  and  vehemently  insisted  on  by  the  Dutch,  that 
•*  no  foi*eigner  should  be  appointed  to  the  otlices  of  the 

•  Aeri  van  der  Goes,  bl.  a03<-a08, 

*  Bor  Oonpxonfl^  &e.,  der  Ned.  Bmerton,  boek     bl.  794, 

•  The  states  of  Utreclit  consisted  oi  the  nol»ility,  clergy,  nnd  commona 
The  clergy  wore  represented  by  deputies,  chosi  n  by  the  ciiapiers  of  the 
five  principal  churclies;  the  conimons  by  deputies  from  the  ciiy  0(f 
Utrecht  and  Amersfoort.   Ouicc.  Des.  Beh,  torn,  u.,  p. 
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county,"  did  this  illustrious  fiwnily  become  invented  1540 
with  a  diguity  wliich,  in  process  of  time,  they  rendered 
nearly  royal.  CbarleB  likewise  issued  a  new  edict  for 
the  regulation  of"  tlio  government,  of  much  the  same 
nature  as  that  published  in  the  year  1531.  Whatever 
toleration  the  emperor  might  show  towards  the  Pro- 
testautb  of  Germany,  who  were  sufficiently  powerful  to 
force  bim  to  terms,  by  no  means  extended  to  the 
Netherlands,  where  a  decree  of  additional  seyerity  was 
issued,  and  commanded  to  be  published  every  six 
months,  preTcnting  anabaptists,  and  heretics  of  all 
persuasions,  from  disposing  of  their  j)roperty  by  will, 
and  declaring  all  fugitives  condemned  to  death  without 
trial-. 

ithin  a  ^hm  t  time  from  tlie  visit  of  the  emperor 
to  the  Netheriands,  the  renewal  of  the  prohibition  to 
export  com  was  once  more  the  subject  of  vehement 
debates*.  The  fiscal  advocate,  who  brought  forward 
the  project  in  the  states^  was  with  difficulty  induced 
to  wait  for  their  decision,  until  they  should  depute 
some  of  their  body  to  present  a  remonstrance  against 
this  grievance.  Dordrecht  alone  refused  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  other  towns,  alleging  that  they  had 
endeavoured  to  deprive  her  of  her  staple-right,  and 
that  she  had  a  special  pennission  to  send  corn  out  of 
the  Maas.  The  deputies  from  the  remainder,  together 
with  two  nobles,  were  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  1541 
governess  at  liiuche,  where  they  represented  to  her 
and  the  privy  council,  that  the  prohibition^  and  exac- 
tion of  permit  money,  was  not  only  contrary  to  their 

«  BepeH  der  Flakaat.,  bl.  39.  Brandt's  Hl«i«  Ref.,  U  iii.,  bl.  HI. 

*  At  thd  aasembly  of  the  states  held  to  eonaider  of  this  subject,  depv- 
tics  ftom  sevenl  of  the  small  towns  of  the  Waterland  were  prawnt,  their 
dikf  meana  of  auppoii  being  the  export  of  oonu  Vaii  der  Goes^  bL  dlSL 
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1541  aBOient  privileges  and  cnstoms,  bat  also  to  the  imperial 

edict  issued  in  1531 :  the  foreigu  merchant,  they  said, 
would  no  longer  come  to  fetch  com  ftom  Holland,  nor 
would  the  Baltic  traders  bring  it  thither;  and  the 
northern  powers  wouid  seek  to  burden  tiie  merchanU 
of  Holland  with  new  imposts,  equivalent  to  thftl  vfaidi 
was  thus  laid  ii}>on  their  wares:  to  thi«  they  added  a 
remonstrance,  which  rarelj  failed  in  its  effect,  that  the 
trade  of  Amsterdam  and  the  towns  of  the  Waterland 
would  fall  into  so  great  decay  if  this  measure  were 
persisted  in,  that  they  should  be  totally  nnable  to  ooih 
tribute  their  share  of  the  {)etition8.  The  gov«meiS 
observing  in  answer,  tliat  the  emperor  did  not  wish  to 
exercise  his  undoubted  right  of  granting  permits  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  welfare  of  Ilollaucl,  proposed  as  a 
modification,  that  foreign  merchants  not  being  able  to 
sell  their  grain  in  Holland,  might  land,  bond,  and  re- 
ship  it,  without  pavHR  at  of  a  permit ;  and  that  native 
merchants  might  freely  export  as  much  grain  as  they 
themselves  had  brought  from  the  Baltic.  To  this  it 
was  objected,  that  foreign  trfiflor*  were  never  accus- 
tomed to  bring  their  com  to  Holland,  unless  for  the 
pui  pose  of  sale,  since  the  ports  of  England  were  much 
easier  of  access  in  case  it  were  found  necessary  to 
unship  it ;  and  with  regard  to  the  second  exception, 
they  said  that  most  of  tlie  merchants  who  brought  corn 
from  the  Baltic  were  forced  to  sell  immediately,  in 
order  to  obtain  ready  money,  and  consequently,  that  it 
rarely  happened,  and  then  only  among  the  ncho»t  mer» 
chants,  that  the  same  persons  iinported  com  and  es* 
ported  it  again;  and  that,  therefore,  this  exception 
would  be  no  relief  whatever  to  the  large  body  of  less 
opulent  traders,  who  were  accustomed  to  buy  their 
corn  in  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  exportation.  No 
remonstrance  or  reasoning,  however,  proved  of  suffi- 
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etent  force  to  induce  the  goveniess  to  desist  from  her  1541 
icheme.  The  states  desired  that  they  might  plead  the 
caiiw  against  the  procwior-general  before  the  great 
council  of  MechliD)  but  were  told  that  they  should 
ft^her  be  heard  or  answered,  but  that  the  decree  should 
be  forthwith  executed :  a  request  that  they  might  be 
allowed  to  petition  the  emperor  was  likewise  peremp- 
torily refused,  and  they  separated  in  the  highest 
discontent. 

Hardly  was  the  pennit  money  begun  to  be  levied, 

when  tlie  pernicious  eftects  of  the  measure  appeared. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  Baltic  sbipsi  accustomed  to  trade 
with  Hdland,  sailed  wettwaid  witbout  coming  into 
port.  In  Amsterdam  it  gave  rise  to  some  tumults,  in 
wbioh  the  ree^yer  narrowly  escaped  with  bis  life.  The 
slates,  understanding  that  great  difficulty  was  found  in 
filling  the  ofBco  of  rec^Yer,  since  men  feared  to  under- 
take It  in  the  {neseiit  temper  of  the  people,  egain  sent 
to  petition  the  governess  for  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
impost.  She  agreed  to  it  on  condition  that  25,000 
•  gidlders  should  be  paid  to  the  emperor  as  an  indemni- 
hcation  for  the  loss  he  would  bubtaiu.  The  states 
l^ly  aeoepted  her  pnqKMal,  Amsterdam  consenting 
to  pay  a  third  of  the  required  sum,  and  thus  Holland 
was  again  relieved  for  some  years  from  this  injurious 
lestriction  on  her  t^lde^ 

"W  hile  Holland  was  thu«  struggling  to  secure  the 
Afeed<Mn  of  her  commerce^  she  was  obliged  to  be  no 
less  vigilant  iii  her  efforts  to  preserre  her  olvil  immn* 
nities«  The  burghers  of  many  of  the  towns  could  not, 
aoeording  to  their  laws,  be  condemned  to  a  forfeiture 
of  more  than  a  certain  sum  in  addition  to  the  penalty 
of  death  for  capital  crimes.  Yet  the  supreme  court 
was  BOW  in  the  habit  of  coDilnually  iniieting  the  total 
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Hil  loss  of  property,  besides  sentence  of  death,  upon  tbe 
followers  of  the  new  religious  sects.  The  still  more 
important  privilege,  ^de  non  eTocando,"  was  likewise 
perpetiiallj  violated,  and  causes  which  should  have 
been  decided  io  the  supreme  court  of  Holland,  were 
sunmioned  before  the  council  at  Mechlin;  nor  conld 
the  eariKBt  and  repeated  endeavours  of  the  states 
preTent  these  abuses*. 

The  emperor  had  manifested  more  than  usual 
anxietj  to  procure  supplies  on  account  of  an  expedi- 
tion he  was  preparing  against  Hayraddin  Barbarossa, 
the  corsair  s^overeign  of  Algiers.    On  bis  voyage  thi- 
ther in  the  summer  of  this  year,  he  was  accompauidd 
by  a  laige  number  of  ships  from  Zealand  as  well  as 
Holland:  of  the  latter  province,  the  town  of  Enk- 
huysen  alone  equipped  four  large  caraveels  for  his 
senrice.    Immediately  after  the  landing  of  the  troops, 
which  was  eflfected  within  two  days  of  the  arrival  of 
the  fleet],  before  Algiers,  a  Tiolent  storm  arose,  whidi 
drove  the  vessels  from  their  anchors,  when  one  hundred 
and  forty  were  entirely  destroyed;  fifteen  others  being 
driven  on  shore,  their  crews  were  mnlrdered  hv  the 
Africans;  and  the  remainder,  having  sustained  con- 
siderable damage,  were  forced  to  seek  refiige  in  the 
port  of  Metafuz.    The  Algerines,  taking  advantap^e  of 
the  consternation  occasioned  by  this  disaster,  made  a 
sally  on  the  besiegers,  of  whom  they  killed  three  hun- 
dred, ami  wounded  two  hundred  more.    Dispirited  by 
this  attack,  and  wholly  destitute  of  proTision^  tbe ' 
land  forces  with  difliculty  effected  a  harassing  and 
disastrous  retreat  to  Metafuz.    Immediately  on  their 
re-embarkation,  another  violent  tempest  entirely  dis- 
persed the  fleet:  some  of  the  vessels,  with  their  crews 
perished,  and  the  others  arrived  singly  and  at  diflerent 

^  Atrt  van  der  Goe%  passim. 
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tunes  in  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Italy  :  tlie  emperor  154i 
Uioself  lauded  safely  at  Carthagena  in  the  month  of 
Na¥eiBber^  No  sooner  did  the  tidings  of  these  mis- 
fortunes reach  the  ears  of  the  King  of  France,  than  he 
judged  it  a  &vourable  opportnnitj  for  the  renewal  of 
the  war  with  the  emperor.  Charles  had,  during  his 
stay  in  France,  led  the  king  to  expect  the  investiture 
of  the  Milanese  for  his  second  son,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, by  a  verbal  promise  to  that  effect;  of  which 
Francis,  relying  on  the  honour  of  the  emperor,  ne^glected 
sillier  to  obtain  a  ratification  in  writing,  or  to  exact 

hostages  for  its  fulfilment.  So  far  from  abiding  by 
the  pledge  he  had  given,  the  emperor  granted  an 
income  payable  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  duchy  to  his 
niece,  the  widow  of  Francis  Sforza,  the  late  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  whom  he  had  married  to  Francis  eldest  son 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine^ 

Filled  with  indignation  at  this  breach  of  honour 
and  good  faith,  and  desirous  of  raising  up  enemies  to 

the  emperor  on  every  side,  Francis  formed  a  league 
oflensive  and  defensive  with  Christian  III.,  king  of 
Denmark,  and  Gustavus  king  of  Sweden;  a  separate 
agreement  being  added  to  the  treaty  with  the  latter 
eountiy,  permitting  the  king  to  purchase  in  France  as 
much  salt  as  he  thought  fit,  exempt  from  the  gabelle*. 
As  the  Swedes  had  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  depend 
entirely  on  Holland  for  their  supplies  of  salt,  the 
object  of  Francis  in  granting  this  permission  was,  to 
ruin,  if  possible,  this  branch  of  tlieir  trade.  Besides 
these  two  alliances,  Francis  formed  a  third,  no  less 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Netherlanders,  with 
William,  duke  of  Cleves,  between  whom  and  the 

*  Font.  Hcut.  Ren  Aust.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  16^  p.  171, 172. 
f  Idem.,  lib.  x1..  cap,  15,  p.  271* 

•  lUctteil  dM  Tiaii^  torn,  il,  p.  419, 422, 42d. 
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IMl  emperor,  tlkere  btd  for  some  tine  wieled  a  di^utft 

concerning  Guelderlaiid.  In  the  year  1638,  the  Duke 
Charles  of  GaeUeriand,  being  of  a  greal  agf^  and 
without  issue,  had  endeavoured  to  induce  the  statei  ef 
that  duchy  to  receive  the  Kiug  of  France  as  their  •aire' 
reigiL   But  tbe  states^  wisely  judging  that  thia  iMiiaidi 

was  at  too  great  a  distance  to  protect  them  in  case  of 
an  attack  oa  the  part  of  tbe  emperor,  which  was  to  be 
apprdietided  aa  the  conaeqtMiice  of  snob  a  «le|i|  veliiitd 
their  consent;  and  passing  over  the  desceadants  of 
Philippap  dnchcai  of  Lonaine^  titter  of  Duke  Charier 
they  settled  the  succession  on  William,  the  scm  of  John, 
duke  of  Cleves  and  Juliers,  descended  by  females  from 
BeTnoIdy  tbe  last  reigning  duke  befine  Ae  aoeeetion  of 

the  family  of  Eginond.    Tliis  ])roof  of  neglect  and 
contempt*  &om  a  people  whose  independence  lie  iiad 
fought  so  long,  and  so  bravelyy  to  aecuie^  broke  the 
lieart  of  the  old  hero.    He  fell  sick,  and  died  of  grief 
and  vexation ;  and  upon  bit  death,  theGovemettMaijr 
tent  to  dnim  hit  tiatet  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  emperor, 
by  virtue  of  the  covenants  made  to  that  eifect  Mith 
tbe  kte  dnke  and  bit  grandfather  Arnold  in  1478. 
William  of  Cleves  founded  his  pretensions,  as  well  on 
the  covenant  of  the  states  as  on  his  hereditary  right; 
which  latter.  Chariot  justly  asserted,  bad  been  aamop 
dered  by  Gerard,  count  of  Juiiers,  and  hb  sons,  in 
consideration  of  a  large  torn  of  money,  at  the  ttme 
time  that  Dnke  Arnold  made  the  trantier  of  the  dneb  j 
to  Charles  of  Burgundy.    Both  parties  submitted  their 
pretentions  to  the  deeiaion  of  the  pnaeea  of  theempiic^ 
and  the  ease  was  ttill  pending,  ^vvhen  William,  fearful 
lest  their  judgment  should  be  given  against  him,  souglai 
to  strengthen  himself  by  an  union  with  France*. 

•  Pontanvs  del,  Hlil^  lib.  xi,  p.  78%  tU.  Umk  Aar,  Aisl.,fiKii» 
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Befbre  the  ratification  of  the  treaties  with  the  15i2 
BortiiMi  poweft^  which  vm  not  effiscted  till  the  Ma/ 
of  the  foUiywing  year,  Franeit  bad  tfiFo  anniet  on  foot» 
the  one  deatined  for  the  Netherlands  under  the  DuJiO 
of  OflMiia  and  the  Duke  of  Guiee;  while  the  oiheiv 

commanded  by  the  dauphin,  marched  to  besiege  Per- 
I)ignan»  in  the  county  of  RouiiiUoii.  The  Duke  of 
Orleaiie  inTading  Lnxenboiff,  soon  veduced  the  whole 
of  the  duchy  except  Diedenlioven  and  Thioiiville  to 
saboikiioii ;  when  abmjptly  quitthig  it  to  join  his 
hreAer  fai  Roamllont  the  Prince  of  Orange  reooiH 
({uered  all  tiie  strong  towns  in  as  short  a  time  as  they 
had  been  lost.  The  resnlts  of  the  campaign  in  Boas- 
liUon  were  equally  unprofitable  to  the  French,  since 
the  whole  time  was  consumed  in  the  fruitless  siege  of 
P^rpignao,  which  the  dan(ddn  was  obliged  to  raise  on 
the  approach  of  the  rainy  season^. 

The  King  of  I>eBinark»  meanwbU^p  besides  block** 
iding  tbm  Boand  agamsl  the  Nethesland  ships,  kept 
Holland  and  Zealand  throughout  the  whole  summer  in 
ooBsiant  ftar  of  an  invasion.  Oatlfen  wete  stationed 
hi  the  Vlie  and  the  Texel ;  the  beacons  at  Goeree 
were  removed,  and  the  buoys  taken  up ;  the  peasants 
^  West  Friesland  likevrise  received  commands  fmn 
tte  stadtholder  to  exercise  themselves  in  armsi  and  to 
Wist  in  ganisoniaf  the  neighbouriiig  towns''. 

The '  6aelderlanden»  and  tioops  of  tho  Dnke  of 
•fullers,  under  Marten  van  Bossem,  turned  their  arms 
•gafaisl  Brabanti  wheie  the  Prince  of  Omnge  advanced 
to  meet  them  ^vith  only  500  horse  and  3000  infantry, 
while  the  enemy  numbered  12,000  foot  wd  1500  horse* 
Having  fallen  into  an  ambush  laid  for  him  by  Bossero, 
iMr  Brescott  he  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Antwerp^ 

»  Da  Bdlay,  Uv.  ix.,  p.  Wf^lU 
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154S  with  the  loss  of  the  greater  part  of  his  men.  Thither 
yan  Rossem  followed  him,  flatteriug  himself  that  the 
city,  before  it  ahoald  recover  from  its  first  consteraatioii, 
would  surrender  at  his  simimonjs.  In  this,  however,  he 
was  disappointed;  and  being  destitute  of  artillery*  he  was 
unable  to  lay  siege  to  this  or  any  other  strong  town  in 
Brabant  He  therefore  contented  himself  with  ravag- 
ing the  open  country,  and  retured  to  eflfoct  a  junction 
with  the  French  army  in  Luxemburg ;  when  the  Prinee 
of  Orange  revenged  the  injuries  comuiitted  in  Brabant, 
hf  the  invasion  of  Uuremonde,  and  the  duchy  of  Joli^rs^ 
where  he  made  himself  mabter  of  Juliers  and  some 
other  towns 

For  the  support  of  the  war,  Holland  had  consented 

to  two  extraordinary  petitions,  one  of  b(),000,  and 
another  of  60,000  guilders;  and  Zealand  to  one  of 
16,000,  and  another  of  20,000  guilders.    This  proved, 
however,  innufHcient;  for  the  governess,  aware  that 
the  King  of  France  designed  to  employ  the  greater 
part  of  his  forces  durhig  the  next  campaign  to  push 
the  war  with  vigour  in  the  Netherlands,  assembled  the 
states-general  at  Brussels  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  declaring  that  as  all  the  nionies  voted  had  already 
been  applied,  notwithstanding  which,  laige  sums  were 
still  wanting,  and  that  the  usual  means  of  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  petitions  would  avail  but  little  in  the  pre- 
tant  emergency*  she  proposed  first»  That  a  hundredth 
penny  should  be  ])aid  on  the  value  of  all  the  merchandise 
exported ;  secondly,  that  a  tenth  should  be  levied  on 
the  income  of  all  immoveable  property ;  and  thirdly* 
the  like  proportion  on  the  yearly  profits  of  mercliuuts. 
The  deputies  received  a  copy  of  this  proposition  in 
writing,  with  an  order  to  re-assemble  at  <3heni  in 

**  Ueut  Rer.  Ami.,  lib.  id^  cap.  16, 17, 18.  . 
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Deoember,  and  briog  the  answers  of  their  consti* 

tuents*. 

At  the  meeting  then  held,  the  states  of  Brabant 
esoseiited  to  the  levy  of  the  tenth ;  others  preferred 

paying  a  certain  limited  sum;  while  the  deputies  from 
the  slates  of  HoUand  excused  themselves  altogether 
from  attendance,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the 
tiiae^  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  from  the  recent  thaw, 
and  wions  other  pretexts.  Dmring  their  delay,  the 
governess  threatened  that  if  they  persisted  in  refusing, 
ihe  would  exact  from  them  25»000  guildera  a  month 
for  six  months,  and  commanded  them  to  attend  at 
Brussels,  with  full  powers  to  accede  to  the  proposal,  on 
psin  of  her  severe  displeasure. 

She  htul  :ilready  fjivon  orders  for  the  levy  of  the 
liuudredtii  penny  on  the  value  of  goods  exported.  But 
the  states  of  Holland  meant  nothing  less  than  that  it 
should  be  continued.  On  meeting  at  Brussels,  the 
deputies  plainly  declared  to  the  goveruess,  that  they 
could  give  no  answer  concerning  the  tenth,  until  this 
impost  were  abolished,  which  they  held  as  a  violation 
of  the  freedom  from  toll  promised  them  by  the  emperor, 
aud  as  directly  tending  to  drive  away  their  trade,  on 
which  they  said  they  entirely  depended  for  subsistence ; 
adding,  that  if  it  were  persisted  in,  so  iar  from  being 
able  to  contribute  2UU,U0O  guilders  a  year  for  the 
emperor's  service  as  they  had  done,  they  should  not  be 
sUe  to  collect  60,000.  The  governess  manifested  high 
•liijpleasure  at  these  uncourtly  remonstrances.  She 
replied,  that  Sbe  never  would  abolish  the  hundredth 
penny  since  she  had  imposed  it  by  virtue  of  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  the  emperor,  which  she  would  In 
iHnrise  allow  to  be  impaired."  The  debates  were  carried 
on  with  much  acrimony  on  both  sides,  when  the  deputies 

*  Aort  van  dmr  Goes,  p.  948. 
VOL.  I.  2  P 
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1543  discoTered  from  Mary  henelf,  that  the  rad  mm 

of  her  obstinacy  was  not  her  fear  of  lesseninf  Uia 
dignity  of  the  emperor,  but  that  she  had  already  mort- 
gaged the  tax  to  one  Jacob  Doulx,  for  the  sum  of 
200,000  guilders.  To  save,  therefore,  the  credit  of 
their  sovereign,  they  consented  to  the  le¥j  of  the 
hnndredth  for  one  year*  On  the  subject  of  the  tenth, 
the  *»ovenies.s  iiad  declared  her  willinguess  to  accept  of 
160,000  guilders  for  six  months  in  lieu  of  it.  Am* 
sterdam,  Leyden,  and  Gouda.  refiised  to  go  higher  tlM 
120,00;  wjiilo  the  nobles,  Dordrecht,  Haarlem,  and 
Delft^  who  placed  their  votes  in  the  mouthy  aad  aft 
the  ]»leasiire  of  the  queen,"  did  not  cease  to  urge  the 
other  three  to  consent  to  the  whole  sum.  The  depa* 
ties,  therefore,  not  being  able  to  agree  upon  this  point, 
consented  to  the  levy  of  the  tenth  lor  an  iudeiinite 
period.  The  atadtholder  also  obtained  fitxm  them  the 
payment  of  50,000  guilders,  which  he  had  expended 
for  the  pui>lie  service;  but  they  rejected  tlie  further 
demand  of  the  goveiMss,  that  they  should  liqoidste 
the  arrears  due  to  the  troops  in  Utrecht  and  llullimd^. 

It  happened  now,  as  it  had  done  in  the  year  1437f 
that  while  the  Netherlanders  were  oconpied  with  diseus* 
Bions  concerning  the  means  of  maintaiuing  the  troop:)) 
the  King  of  France  opened  the  campaign  witiiin  their 
boundnrie*!.  Landrecy,  Baj)aume,  and  Maubeiige,  fell 
into  iiis  hands  before  the  Netherland  army  was  in  a 
sufficient  state  of  preparation  to  oppose  his  moTementi^ 
and  the  duchy  of  Luxemburg  was  overrun  with  the 
same  ease  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  Dnke  of 
Clevest,  meanwhile,  recovered  all  the  places  in  Jnlleis 
which  had  been  captuitd  by  the  Prince  of  Uraogei 
except  Heasberg,  and  defeated  the  army  sent  by  tlie 
goveruebs,  under  Philip  de  Cruye,  lord  of  Aarschot,  to 

'  Aert  Tan  ckr  Goei^  t>].  9S0^^B^ 
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throw  supplies  into  that  town,  of  which  he  commenced  1543 
tiie  siege;  a  reiiitoreement  af  troopB  advaiieing,  vAder 
Ihe  Prioee  irf  Omoge,  fimed  him  in  a  short  time  to 
raise  it,  when  he  suneudered  the  command  ot  hia  army 
uBca  mote  lo  Marda  Tan  Bossem,  who  inTaded 
UtTMbt,  and  made  himself  master  of  Amersfoortf. 

The  enipemr  having  much  at  heart  the  pomemon 
<ftf  Gnelderland,  lesolred  to  diieet  the  principal  force  of 
his  arms  against  William  of  Cleves.    Having  assem- 
led  an  army  of  96,000  infantry,  Spaniards,  Italiana, 
Oennana,  and  Netherlander*!,  and   8000  horse,  he 
marched  at  their  head  into  Juiiers,  and  laid  siege  to 
Dmnm,  the  strongest  town  in  that  dochy.  The 
^anisnii,  commanded  by  Gerard  vou  Viakken,  a  noble- 
mm  of  Juliers,  consisted  of  no  more  than  2000  choice 
na&re  infiintry,  with  800  horse,  1000  volunteers  on 
foot,  and  800  foreign  cavahy.   The  imperial  army 
bringing  forty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  to  bear  on  the 
^11,  soon  effected  a  breach.   The  inhabitants  defended 
themselvea  bravely  for  some  tim^  bat  being  over- 
poweied  by  nnmbers,  and  their  commander  slain,  the 
town  was  carried  by  storm,  when  the  Spaniards  and 
Italians,  many  of  whom  had  been  killed  in  the  difierent 
onsets,  coinnH^iiced  a  fearful  massacre.    Having'  en- 
tirely pillaged  the  town,  they,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  emperor,  set  it  on  fire.    Terrified  at  this 
example,  the  other  towns  oil'ered  no  further  resistance^ 
but  hastened  to  tender  their  submission,  and  deliver 
the  keys  of  tlicir   urates  to  Charles.     William  of 
Cleves,  who  had  entered  into  the  war  upon  the  hrm 
^nviction  that  the  emperor  had  perished  in  the 
AfHcnTi  expedition,  now  finding  hiniseU  unable  to 
^ake  head  against  so  powerful  an  enemy,  determined 

'  Du  Bellay,  liv.  x.,  p.  6^  636,  643^  546.  Heat.  R«r.  Ati«t.,  lib.  xi , 
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1543  upon  a  timely  submission.  He  therefore  repaired  to 
the  presence  of  the  emperor,  who  had  retired  to 
Yealoo,  fell  at  bis  feet,  and  acknowledging  kis  faulty 
humbly  sued  for  pardon.   Charles,  whose  policy  it  im 

at  this  junctare  to  conciliate  tlie  Geriniiii  priiicca, 
satisfied  himself  with  enforcing  his  right  upon  Guelder- 
land  and  Zutphen,  restoring  the  states  of  the  duke 
entire,  with  the  exception  of  the  towns  of  Sittard  and 
Heinsberg.  William  engaged  to  surrender  his  con- 
quest of  Amersfoort,  to  renounce  the  alliance  of  France, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden,  and  promised  to  admit  of  no 
innoTations  in  the  Catholic  religion  in  his  states. 
Martin  van  Rossem  being  included  in  the  treatj, 
aiter  wards  took  service  with  the  emperor^. 

Within  a  few  days  from  this  treaty,  the  states  of 
Guelderland  and  Zutphen  did  liomage  to  the  emperor, 
who  confirmed  their  privileges^  and  engaged  for  himself 
and  his  successors,  to  bestow  no  offices  of  the  duchy 
except  upon  such  as  could  speak  tlie  language,  and 
were  able  to  perform  the  duties  of  them  in  person ;  to 
appoint  no  stadtholder  who  was  ignorant  of  their  Ian* 
guage ;  and  to  impose  no  taxes  except  with  tlie  consent 
of  the  greater  and  lesser  nobility,  and  deputies  of  the 
towns,  according  to  the  ancient  usage'.  So  watchful 
were  the  Guelderlanders  over  their  liberties^  even 
when  treating  with  a  powerful  prince,  whom  they 
might  regard  in  the  light  of  a  eoii(|ueior.  By  the 
submission  of  Guelderland,  the  whole  of  the  Nethei^ 
land  states  were  for  the  first  time  united  under  one 
sovereign.  In  Guelderland,  the  states  were  composed 
of  three  orders,  of  which  the  four  great  barcmial 
families  of  Bronkhorst,  Bergen,  Baren,  and  Wissen, 
were  esteemed  the  first;  the  second  was  formed  of 

*  Ileut.  lier.  Aust ,  lib.  xi.,  cap.  22. 

>  Pontanns  Gel.  Hist.,  Ub.  xii.,  p.  83.%  83G. 
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the  vassals  of  the  duke  and  the  bailiffs  of  the  opeu  1543 
couBtiy^  the  number  of  whom  was  uncertain,  since  it 
might  be  increased  or  diminished  at  the  duke's  plea- 
sure; afterwards,  some  of  the  more  wealthy  families 
came  to  be  reckoned  in  this  inferior  order  of  nobility; 
the  third  order,  or  commons,  consisted  of  the  deputies 
from  the  principal  towns  of  the  four  districts  into 
wiiich  Guelderland  was  divided;  viz.,  Nimeguen, 
Rurenioude,  Zutpheu,  and  Arnheini.  The  states  were 
sommoued  by  the  duke  at  such  time  and  place  as  he 
Aought  fit;  their  business  was  to  deliberate  on  all 
matters  concerning  peace  and  war;  the  forming  alli- 
soces ;  the  coinage ;  the  taxes  necessary  to  be  imposed 
for  the  expenses  of  the  government ;  and  the  alienation 
or  expenditure  of  the  public  revenues :  their  decisions 
became  law  only  after  they  had  received  the  confirma* 
tion  of  the  dake.  After  the  termination  of  the 
government  of  their  native  sovereigns,  the  states  were 
reduced  to  two  orders  only ;  those  nobles  who  had 
obtained  the  right  of  voting  by  prescription,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  four  great  towns.  The  council  of 
state,  in  which  the  duke  or  his  stadtholder  presided, 
was  composed  of  the  treasurer  of  the  duchy,  the 
chancellor,  and  about  twelve  members;  its  judicial 
authority  was  inure  extensive  than  that  of  the  council 
of  Holland ;  and  after  the  union  of  Guelderland  with 
the  other  Netherlands,  the  council  of  state  had  the 
privilege,  in  com  men  with  the  stadtholder,  of  summon- 
bg  the  states  of  the  duchy.  The  municipal  govern* 
ment  was  essentially  the  same  with  that  of  Hollandi'. 

A  final  termination  beinor  tlms  put  to  the  long  and 
ruinous  warfare  with  Guelderland,  the  emperor  marched 
into  Hainault,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  French 
arms  in  that  province.    On  his  arrival,  he  laid  siege 

^  Guicc  B«]g.  Des.,  torn,  ii.^  p.  5^12, 
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1&43  with  his  whole  foroe  to  Landrecy ;  but  FraneiB  haviiig 

fiucceeded  in  throwing  a  fresh  supply  of  troops  and 
proTisioiis  into  the  town^  the  undertaking  was  hj  lUi^ 
and  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  rendered  utterly 
hopeless;  the  emperor,  therefore,  withdrew  his  troops 
into  winter  quarters.  The  Netherlanders  maintatnad 
during  the  whole  summer  a  considerable  fleet  at  sea, 
by  means  of  which  they  interrupted  entirely  the 
navigation  of  the  French  merchantmen.  Ten  tnn^ 
port  ships  belonging  to  the  former  entered  the  harbour 
of  Bourdeaux  in  the  month  of  May,  captured  aemett* 

teen  vessels  hulen  with  wiue  and  other  wares  for 
Normandy,  sunk  and  burnt  several  otherSk  and  returned 
into  the  ports  of  Zealand  enriched  with  TiliiaUs 

booty  ^ 

The  events  of  this  campaign  had  fallen  ftr  short  of 

the  emperor's  expectations,  and  he  therefore  determined 
to  make  such  alliances  as  would  euable  him  to  proceed 
in  the  next  with  renewed  rigour    His  views  were 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  conduct  of  his  rival,  and  the 
imprudent  alliance  he  had  formed  with  Solyman,  sul- 
tan of  Constantinople,  at  a  time  when  men's  muHb 
heated  by  theological  di8CU8sions»  were  less  than  ever 
piepared  to  tolerate  the  entire  sacrifice  of  religious 
scruples  to  political  interest.    Nor  did  Charles  suffer  so 
powerful  an  engine  against  him  to  lie  idle.   He  had  ia 
the  beginning  of  the  year  concluded  a  trsaty  with  Heavy 
VIII.  of  England,  between  whom  and  l^raucis  many 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  had  arisen ;  and  the  emperor, 
in  consequence,  received  the  assistance  of  6000  English 
troops  at  the  siege  of  Landrecy"*.     The  close  union 
contracted  by  the  French  king  with  his  enemiei  the 
Scotch,  served  to  exasperate  still  further  Henry's  dis- 

I  Da  BeUay,  Ut.  x.,  p.  540,  554. 
■  Ryin.  Fred.,  torn,  xiv.,  p.  768. 
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MMlleiit,  and  ifidaced  him  to  enter  into  an  engagement  1541 
witix  the  einpecor,  that  tkey  shoulU  invade  Fiwce  iu 
ooneeri*,  and  march,  the  one  ffom  Calaifli  the  other 
(wm  the  Netherlands,  directly  to  Paris,  without  wait- 
ii^  to  besiege  anj  of  the  fortified  towns  on  their  route"* 
Having  thue  eecured  the  powerful  co-oporation  of  the 
King  of  Kngiaud,  Ciiariei^i  appointed  xSicliuia:^  Perrenot 
de  GimnTelle  and  V  iglius  van  Zuichem  to  negotiate  a 
peace  with  the  umbaiijsadors  of  Christian  III.,  king  of 
Dramark,  at  Spires.  Cliristian  had  not  reaped  the 
advantages  he  promised  himself  from  his  connection 
witli  Fraxice,  and  bad  iikewi^  found  a  sensible  dimi- 
natioiL  in  his  revenaes  from  the  cessation  of  the  tolls 

usually  paid  by  the  merchant  ships  of  Zealand  and 
UoUaiMi  la  tlie  lialtio.  Ue  therefore  easily  consented 
to  abandon  the  French  alliance,  to  enter  into  a  defen- 
sive league  with  the  emperor,  and  to  confirm  the 
UoUaad  nmchants  in  all  the  privileges  they  had 
hitherto  eniovcd  *. 

While  courting  tiie  aid  of  foreign  potentates, 
Charles,  by  painting  in  the  strongest  colours  to  the 
Protestant  ])rinces  of  Germany  the  iniquity  of  the 
union  formed  between  Francis  and  the  Turks,  and 
by  granting  extraonlinary  and  important  concessions 
for  the  seeuxity  of  their  religion,  induced  theiu  to 
fiamish  their  fbll  contingent  of  money  and  troops  for 
his  serviceP.  * 

*  Rjrm.  Foed.,  torn,  xr^  p.  40.  Da  Bellay,  liv.  x.,  p.  576,  S77« 

^  Slil(ho,UWxr^p.S2S.  Pmnont, Corps  Dip.,  torn. ir., p.  S^ pa  274. 

>  Slddao,  lib.  xv.,  p.  318--S25. 


*  Robertson  siys,  on  the  authority  of  Herbert  and  Du  Bellay,  with 
^,000  men  each  (Hist.  Chas.  book  vii.,  p.  267).  ITimu-,  quoting  no 
authority  nt  all,  says  their  forces  amonnted  to  above  100,(MJO  men  (chap. 
Jfxxiii.,  p.  245).  The  fpiotation  from  Du  Beliay  is  not  correct ;  he  saya 
that  70,000  or  80,000  foot  and  18,000  or  20,000  hone  wei«  about  tbe 
nombers  of  the  two  armiefi^  liv.  x.,  p.  277. 
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1544      Thus  strongly  supported,  and  at  the  hea<l  of  a 
numerous  aud  well-appoiuted  army,  Charles  couceived 
that  the  conquest  of  France  would  prove  an  easy  task, 
and  was  heard  openly  to  boast,  that  within  three 
months  the  kingdom  should  be  entirely  conquered, 
and  the  king  made  tributary  to  him*!*    Empty  as  the 
sequel  proved  this  vaunt  to  be,  appeaiauees  at  the 
time  seemed  almost  to  juatify  it.   Francis^  when  the 
emperor  commenced  offensive  operations  against  him, 
was  unprovided  with  a  single  ally,  except  Scotlaod 
alone,  since  he  had  found  it  advisable  to  renoaoee  the 
friendship  of  the  Turkisli  monarch,  because  of  the 
obloquy  he  incurred  on  that  account.    Instead,  hom^ 
ever«  of  marching  directly  to  Paris,  as  had  been  agreed 
upon  with  tlie  King  of  England,  Charles,  haviiig  taken 
Commercy,  and  Ligny  in  the  duchy  of  Bar,  laid  acge 
to  St.  Dizier  in  Champagne.    Henrj%  findin-;  him  thus 
employed  on  his  arrival  in  France,  conceived  the  id&i 
that  he  intended  to  allow  him  to  perform  the  expe- 
dition to  Paris  alone,  while  he  hiiuself  secured  the 
possession  of  Champagne.    For  this  reason,  instead  of 
advancing  further  into  the  country,  he  sat  down  befim 
Boulogne*;  the  JDuke  of  Norfolk,  with  a  part  of  the 
army,  having  shortly  before  united  with  the  impe- 
rialists under  the  Count  de  Buuren,  in  laying  si^  to 
Montreuil.    Before  the  walls  of  St.  Dizier,  perished 
Renee  of  Nassau,  prince  of  Orange,  and  stadtholder  of  | 
Holland,  in  the  twenty-seventh  }e:ir  of  his  age;  while  ' 
employed  in  viewing  the  trenches,  a  stone,  shot  from  ' 

^  Sleidan^  lib.  xv.,  p.  336. 

*  Sonitt  Neth«rlaad  imps  joined  hk  camp  at  thU  mig^  cf  wte 
pioweas  howevor,  he  gives  do  very  flattering  aooonnt;  for  lie  writes 
to  the  qiteeDy    eaeh  as  we  have  of  them  wiU  doe  no  good  what 
dannger  i%  nor  yet  abide  theie  with  their  yryll"  Bym.  FoscLy  took 
p.  61. 
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the  wait  strack  him  irith  such  yiolenice  on  the  shoul-  lo4L 

der,  that  he  survived  the  iujury  only  one  day.  lie  left 
the  principality  of  Orange  and  his  other  states  to  his 
first  eou8in,  William  of  Niissau,  ;itti  rwanls  so  illus- 
trious iu  the  aupals  of  Dutch  history,  the  sou  of 
WilHam  Count  of  Nassau-Dillenberg,  and  at  this  time 
?ibout  el  even  years  of  age.  The  8tadtholil<jrs>hi|)  of 
Holland  was  conferred  on  Louis,  lord  of  Praat»  de- 
scended from  an  ille^tiinate  son  of  Louis  van  der 
Male^  the  last  Count  of  Flauders  before  its  union  with 
Bllrgnndy^ 

The  siege  of  8t  Dizier  kept  the  arms  of  the  emperor 
long  employed;  and  it  was  only  by  a  stratagem,  it  is 
said,  on  the  part  of  Granvelle  that  its  brave  defender, 
the  Count  of  Saucerre,  was  iuduced  to  surrender  it. 
Charles  had  lost  many  of  his  best  troops  in  the  frequent 
skirmishes  which  took  place  during  its  continuance;  bis 
army  began  to  suffer  from  scarcity  of  provisions;  and 
the  mistrust  between  himself  and  the  King  of  England, 
occasioned  by  the  failure  of  both  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments, daily  augmented*.    He  was  therefore  by  no 
means  disinclined  to  hearken  to  the  overtures  of  jicacc 
made  by  the  IVeuch  court ;  but  as  no  cessation  of  anus 
had  been  agreed  on,  he  continued  to  penerate  farther 
into  France,  taking  by  surprise  Epemay  and  Chateau 
Thierri;  he  found  at  both  places  abundant  stores  of 
provisions,  of  which  his  army  stood  in  the  utmost  need. 
His  advance  served  rather  to  hasten  than  retard  the 
negotiations,  by  increasing  the  anxiety  of  the  King  of 
France  to  bring  them  to  a  conclubiuu.    A  separate 
treaty  was  therefore  made  between  the  emperor  and 
Francis^  at  Crespi,  con6nning  m  most  of  its  particulars 

*  Du  Bellay,  liv.  x.,  p.  677—683.   Heut.  Rcr.  Aust.,  lib.  xU.,  cap.  3, 
p.  286.   Adrian  van  der  Groes  Regist.  opHjaar  1544,  bl.  47. 

•  Vide  Letter  uf  Henry,  Rym.  Fad.,  torn,  xv.,  p.  60. 
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1544  time  coneluded  at  Cambray  and  Nice;  the  cMqaend* 

places  were  restored  on  both  sides ;  the  King  of  WuMd 
made  a  fresh  renunciation  of  the  suzerainty  of  f  laadeii 
and  Artois ;  and  the  emperor  engaged  to  give  his  eldest 
daughter,  or  the  second  daughter  of  the  King  of  the 
Bomaoai  iu  marriage  to  the  Duke  of  Orleaas»  settling 
the  Netherlands  as  a  dowry  on  the  fonnen  or  the 
duchy  of  Milan  on  the  latter.  The  emperor  to  whom 
the  choice  was  left»  afterwards  declared  in  favour  of 
the  marriage  with  tlie  daughter  of  the  King  of  the 
Komaus,  but  the  sudden  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orieaas 
prevented  the  fulfilment  of  the  contracts 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  the  emperor 
attended  in  person  the  assembly  of  the  states  general  i 
of  the  Netherlands,  held  at  Brussels,  where  ||e  da*  ! 
manded  of  the  deputies  from  Holland  a  supply  of  | 
100»000  guilders.    The  states,  on  meeting  at  the  : 
Hague  to  consider  of  this  proposal,  were  not  unwiHing 
to  consent  to  the  whole  subsidy,  provided  the  tax  of  I 
the  hundredth  penny  diould  be  fiiat  abolished^  which^  | 
as  they  represented,  wuf^  imposed  only  for  a  year,  and 
continued  on  account  of  the  war,  but  was  in  direct  | 
contravention  of  a  privilege  of  exemption  from  tolls  • 
granted  in  1405  by  Philip,  king  of  Castile,  and  had 
caused  many  merchants  to  desert  Holland  and  remove 
to  other  countries.    Charles  at  length  agreed  to  yield 
this  much  contested  point,  when  the  whole  sum 
required  was  instantly  voted". 

While  the  emperor  was  still  at  Brussels,  where 
he  was  detained  by  a  severe  attack  of  the  gout»  Pope 
l^aul  ITT.  Issued  a  bull,  summoning  a  genend  council 
of  the  Church  at  Trent  on  the  15th  of  March  of  the  ; 

^  Dtt  Bd1ay»  liv.  z..  p.  S89»  589.  UtcntSX  deft  TtM§,  torn.  Vi^  480^ 
441.  Heut,  Rer.  Avst,  lib.  adi.^  cap.  5,  p.  289. 
•  Kesist  Tan  Adriaa  Tftn  der  Qowt  ofijm        bl.  S3— 62.  i 
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following  ycar^  This  measure  had  long  been  veho«lM4 
auatij  called  for  hj  all  nuika  of  niMt  both  of  the 
Protestant  aiid  Catholic  religion,  and  no  less  dreaded 
bj  the  popes  and  auperior  dergjr.  To  appease  the 
murenal  clamour,  and  at  the  tame  time  to  avoid  as 
much  as  poasible  the  prejudicial  effects  to  his  authority 
which  be  apprehended  from  it,  Paul  III^  in  the  year 
1536,  called  a  council  at  Mantua,  where  he  might 
ensure  the  att^dauce  of  a  m^ority  of  prelates  devoted 
to  the  holy  see:  this  was  prevented,  as  well  by  the 
refusal  of  the  Protestants  to  appear  there,  as  ou 
Account  of  the  difficulties  raised  by  the  Duke  of 
Mantua.  A  summons  to  another  general  council  at 
Vicenza,  in  the  territory  of  Venice^  had  been  attended 
with  the  like  issuer  sinee  neither  the  French  nor 
German  prehites  were  pennitted  by  their  sovereigns  to 
he  present'*'.  Finding  it  indiapeusable,  therefore>  that 
ha  should  fix  upon  some  place  of  meeting  without  the 
couhnes  of  Italy,  the  pope  had,  in  the  year  1542, 
issued  a  bull  of  summons  to  all  the  prelates  of  Europe 
to  repair  in  the  month  of  November  to  Trent,  a  town 
in  tiio  T\Tol,  under  the  dominion  oi  i;>'erdiuaud,  king  of 
fiohemia.  As  the  war  then  raging  between  the  em^ 
peror  and  king  of  France  rendered  travelling  unsafe 
for  the  subjects  of  both  these  monarchsi  the  assembly 
was  found  to  be  composed  entirely  of  Itdian  prelates, 
And  even  these  were  by  no  means  in  sufficient  num- 
bers to  afford  a  pretext  for  denominating  it  a  general 
council ;  it  was  therefore  speedily  dissolved  \ 

The  one  now  summoned  for  tlie  month  of  J\Xarch»  1545 
did  not  actually  assemble  until  the  December  of  the 
same  yem*,  being  delayed  from  time  to  time  by  the 

*  Sleidan,  lib.  xvi.,  p.  d40. 

•  Idem,  lib.  xi.,  p.  229,  230  ;  lib.  xii.,  p.  240. 

'  idem,  lib.  isir,,  p.  296,  Lettr^e  ti  Mtuu^irj^  de  Voi^gas,  p.  20, 
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1545  objections  which  the  Protestant  phuces  offered  to  the 
place  where  the  council  was  summoned,  as  being  too 
near  the  papal  dominions,  and  to  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion of  the  assembly,  as  placing  it  entii-ely  under  the 
direction  of  the  pope's  legates.  Neither  were  the 
emperor's  schemes  sufficiently  ripe  for  execution  to 
admit  of  his  rousing  the  Protestants  of  Germany  from 
that  state  of  security  into  which  his  behayiour,  before 
the  last  campaign  in  France,  had  so  effectually  lulled 
themi. 

Meanwhile,  his  conduct  in  the  Netherlands  was 
well  calculated  to  give  them  a  ibretaste  of  what  they 
had  to  expect.  He  there  issued  an  edict,  confinning 
all  the  former  severe  penal  decrees  against  heretics; 
the  prohibition  against  printing  any  books,  except  by 
permission  of  the  emperor,  was  renewed ;  and  no  one 
was  allowed  to  keep  a  school  unless  he  had  been  pre- 
iriously  approved  of  by  the  public  officers  or  pastor  of 
the  place  where  he  resided ;  for  the  first  offence  a  fine 
was  imposed,  and  banishment  for  the  second'. 

Deeply  anxious  as  the  emperor  might  have  been  to 
conceal  the  dch^igiis  he  had  formed  against  the  Protest- 
ants of  Germany,  the  preparations  be  was  under  the 
necessity  of  making  for  their  execution,  soon  rendered 
them  apparent.  He  demanded  of  the  NetherlauJ^j 
subsidies  both  in  men  and  money.  The  states  of 
Holland^  granted  him  a  petition  of  600,000  guilders^ 

y  Sleidan,  lib.  xiv.,  p.  292. 

'  Kepert.  der  PlakaaU,  bl,  60,  51,  BraudU  Hut.  d«r  Bef^  boek  iis 
bLl60. 


•  It  was  on  this  oceasiou  that  tlie  emperor  first  demanded  a  petition 
"H'ithout  summoning  any  one  of  the  small  li^wnn,  according  to  the**oM 
custom  ;**  their  number  had  been  ynidually  decreasing,  and  the  questioDS 
upon  which  they  were  summoned  l>ecoming  fewer  for  aomc  yeitra  befoW^ 
Adiimi  vau  diii*  Goes,  op'tjoai  101^,  bl.  40. 

I 
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to  be  paid  in  six  years,  with  no  small  reluctance,  1545 
indeed,  since  they  were  scarcely  in  a  condition  to  con- 
tribute so  large  a  sum,  even  for  puposes  far  less 

re]iugiuint  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  a  great  majority 
of  the  inhabitants,  tliau  that  to  which  it  was  to  be 
applied.    The  people  were,  by  continual  exactions 
and  the  deamess  of  provisions,  so  grievously  oppressed, 
that  in  some  of  the  towns  it  was  only  by  threats 
of  imprisonment  they  could  be  induced  to  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  petitions.    The  new  income  tax 
of  the  tenth  penny,  laid  on  two  years  before,  had 
proved  singularly  unproductive:  numbers  of  persons 
had  jfiven  in  the  returns  of  their  incomes  far  too  low, 
and  the  collectors,  disinclined  to  lay  open  to  the  court 
the  private  uii'airs  of  their  fellow«citizens,  had  generally 
connived  at  the  deception:  so  that  the  tenth  penny 
upon  merchants'  profits  estimated  at  76,000  guilders, 
produced  no  more  than  1200,  of  which  Haarlem,  a 
town  of  extensive  trade,  particularly  in  broad  cloths, 
paid  but  eighty-nine^  and  four  stuyvers,  (or  71.  8.s\  4rf.,) 
while  the  payment  upon  the  rents  of  houses  amounted 
only  to  989  guilders.   To  remedy  these  deficiencies, 
the  governess,  with  some  difficulty,  induced  the  states 
to  consent  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed, 
under  an  oath  of  strict  secrecy,  to  examine  the  registers 
and  accounts  of  the  receivers.    Their  eiibrts  to  reform 
the  errors  or  frauds  committed  by  the  latter  appear  to 
have  been  attended  with  success,  since  tlie  complaints 
which  had  hitherto  been  frequent  of  their  negligence 
and  bad  faith  became  much  more  rare^ 

While  the  emperor  was  endeavouring  to  anuise  the 
Protestants  of  Grermany  with  professions  of  a  sincere 
desire  for  peace,  the  Count  of  Buuren  assembled,  in 

*  ThnaniM,  lib.  il.,  cap.  7.  Adrian  van  der  Goch,  pna^m  ld44,  bl.  24, 
2C,28;  1545,bl.(n,  40,  50. 
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the  Neibefla&d8,  a  bodj  of  30,000  InfantrT  and  4600 

cavalry;  be  was  joined  by  several  of  the  principd 
nobility*  Lamoral.  count  of  Egmond,  Heniy  "fan  Bie- 
derode,  An  chew  van  Wasscnaar,  and  others  ae  ▼aittllp 
teersj  all  eager  to  manifest  their  zeal  for  the  tMu 
The  nobility  of  Holland  still  continned,  for  the  most 
part,  Catholics,  the  reformed  religion  liavincr  spread 
itself  chiefly  among  the  inferior  gentry,  merchants,  sad 
artisans^. 

The  noise  of  the  emperor's  preparations  and  the 
hasty  seal  of  the  pope,  in  declaring  openly  the  resolu- 
tion taken  by  himself  aiul  the  emperor  to  extirpsta 
heresy,  at  length  awakened  the  Protestant  princes  to  a 
1546  sense  of  their  danger.  Though  unable  to  obtain  the 
assistance  of  any  foreign  ally,  they  assembled  \^ith 
incredible  celerity  an  anny  of  70,000  in£Euitry  and 
15,000  cavalry;  a  force  so  far  superior  to  that  raised 
by  the  emperor,  that  had  his  adversaries  possessed 
snffident  lesolntion  and  promptitude  to  srike  a  decisife 
blow  before  the  arrival  of  the  Count  of  Biniren  and  the 
army  which  the  pope  was  to  send  from  Italy,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  they  would  hate  procured  a  lastiiq; 
triumph  to  the  Protestant  cause.  But  proceedmg 
with  unwillingness  to  such  extremities  against  their 
sovereign,  they  deliberated  when  they  should  haw 
acted,  and  by  their  hesitation  allowed  the  Italians  and 
Netherlanders  to  efiect  a  junction  with  the  imperial 
troops*".  The  same  irresolution  marked  the  whole  of 
their  movements  during  this  disastrous  war^  it  was 
the  distinguishing  feature  in  the  character  of  their 
leader,  John  Fre  !( i  ic,  elector  of  Saxony ;  w  hile  that  of 
the  other  chief  of  the  confederacy,  Philip,  landgrave  of 

*  Sleidau,  lib,  xvii.,  p.  n72,  375.    Ileut.  Rcr.  Aiist.,  lib.  xiL,  cap.  7^ 

*  Thuanus,  lib.  ii^  cap.  13,  14,  15,  10.    Sleidau,  iib.  xvii.,  p.  37(5, 
088. 
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Hetttv  was  marked  by  jealousy  and  predpitaiioa**  Of  1H$ 
aqoal  anllioritj  in  the  camp,  and  never  acting  heartily 

in  concert,  it  generally  happened  that»  while  they  were 
debating,  the  epportanitj  for  aetion  ivas  lost.  Evm 
after  the  junction  of  the  Italian  and  Netherland  troops 
the  Prote^^tantSy  instead  of  forcing  the  emperor  to 
battle^  when  they  would  have  had  the  advantage  of 
their  still  superior  numbers,  and  the  energy  which 
their  cause  should  have  inspired,  allowed  him  to  master 
(me  by  one  their  strong  towns,  to  cut  off  their  supplies, 
and  to  consume  their  strength  in  useless  and  harassing 
marches.  It  was  in  this  enfeebled  and  dispirited  con- 
dition that  Charles  obliged  them  to  fight  the  celebrated 
and  fatal  battle  of  Muhlberg  which,  as  it  is  well  known, 
ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  Protestants  and  the 
capture  of  their  head,  the  Elector  of  Saxony.  After 
this  event,  such  members  of  the  Protestant  con- 
federacy as  were  yet  in  arms  submitted  successively  to 
the  emperor,  who  levied  upon  them  enormous  fines  as 
the  price  of  their  pardon.  The  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
likewise  fell  afterwards  into  his  hands ;  and  he  carried 
with  him  these  illustrious  prisoners  in  a  subsequent 
journey  he  made  into  the  Netherlands,  as  well  to 
gratify  his  own  vanity  and  vindictive  spirit,  as  to  deter 
the  Reformers  in  those  countries  from  the  like  attempts 
to  resist  his  authority  in  religious  matters'.  Happily 

*  Thuanas,  lib.  ii.,  ir, ;  Ub.      cap.  8.  Heat  Rer.  Aiisl.,  Ub.  xti., 
61^.10,13,10.  SlelilaD,lib.zTiii. 


*  Such  is  the  dianicter  of  the  two  princes  giTsn  by  de  Tboo,  (lib.  ii., 
cap.  17,  p.  80,)bat  altbougb  the  LatidgmTe  of  Hesse  showed  great  prompti- 
tude in  adviaiDg  that  they  should  at  onee  attack  the  emperor  at  lagold* 
tiadt  with  their  whole  force,  yet  it  was  he  who  insisted  upon  the  dUatoiy 
and  impolitic  measure  of  waiting  for  the  dedsion  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria ; 
and  he  lilcewise  wished  that  they  should  continue  to  give  to  Ciiarles  the 
title  of  Emperor,  whUe  the  Duke  of  Saxony  was  of  opinion  that  by  so 
dou^  they  would  justify  tlie  accusation  made  i^gaiust  them  of  rebellion* 
SletdaOy  lib.  xvli.,  p.  994.  Thnanuii^  lib,  ii.^  cap.  15. 
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1546  Luther  did  .not  live  to  behold  the  overthrow  and 
oppression  of  his  brethren  in  the  ikiih;  he  had  breathed 

his  last  on  the  18th  of  February  of  this  year  at  Isleben, 
his  natiye  town,  whenee  his  body  vns  earned  to 

Wittemberg,  and  buried  there  five  dujs  after^ 

*  Sleidan,  lib.  xvi.,  p.  363. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SNwAy  Army  etiMithed  in  th$  Ndherkmdk,  Scheme  of  Incorpo* 
raiU^  tk§  N^tktrUmdM  wUk  ike  En^^,  Dmuk  y  MitmmUum 
tm  Esmond.  Aeknowletfyment  of  FMl\p.  SeUUnml  of  the 
Sveemum*    Oaihe  ef  Admowle^pnmL   StKcie  offainet  Bereikf, 

Attempt  to  egtabluh  the  InquUition.  Opposition  of  Antwet*p. 
Treat t/  icith  Scotland.  With  France.  Council  of  Trent,  Re^ 
morcd  to  Bologna.  Interim  puhlishcd  hif  the  Emperor.  Council 
returnee  its  tittingt  at  Trent.  Netherland  Prelate*  tent  thUh«r, 
Terminaiion  of  iu  DeUberaHotM.  War  between  the  Emperor  and 
l4i  PrpMdMi  Prwcee  af  €hrmtmjf^  War  with  /Vom.  7Vm^ 
9fPamm.  Tomu  capherod  m  LorreniM.  Proioetion  of  Navigor' 
lipii.  Debaiegon  SubeuUee.  Terowmm  atui  ffeodin  betieged  and 
destroyed.  Marriage  of  Philip  wil/i  tJie  Queen  of  Knffland.  lu- 
ra/iun  of  Hainault  and  A  rt  >h.  Naval Engaji  me ht.  Uematiduf 
''^uUidiet.  Violation  of  Fritihyjes,  Attempt  to  gain  possession 
of  the  national  Chartoro.  Fresh  Demamde,  Eee^ation  of  tho 
Emporor*   Qboervatiam  on  MoiiaikL 

The  teniiiiiation  of  the  German  war  had  created  1548 
iu  the  Netheriauders  a  hope  that  they  should  uow  be 
freed  from  the  burden  of  maintaining  mercenary  8ol-> 
diers,  Mhich  they  had  borne  with  somewhat  of  impa- 
tience for  several  years*  They  were  not  a  little 
amazed,  therefore,  when  the  em])eror  declared  his 
intention  of  keeping  a  force  of  4000  horse  constantly 
on  the  boundaries  of  the  Netherlands^  who  should  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  alone*.  Tliey  had,  until 
the  time  of  Maximilian,  been  accustomed  to  consider 
theur  burgher  guards,  who  swore  allegiance  to  the 
governments  of  the  cities  to  which  they  belonged,  as 
sufficient  for  their  defence  in  time  of  peace,  though 
fte  princes  of  the  house  of  Burgundy  and  Austria  had 
always  industriously  sought  pretexts  for  maiutaiuiug  a 
standing  army  in  these  states. 


•  Itep.d«rPl«k.,R57. 
VOL.  L  2  O 
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1548      About  this  time  a  plan  was  formed  for  incorporating 

the  Netherlands  with  the  body  of  the  Germanic  empire, 
under  the  name  of  the  circle  of  Burgundy,  and  ren- 
dering them  liable  to  contribute  their  quota  to  its 
burdens  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  circles.  The 
question  whether  or  not  Holland  was  to  be  considered 
as  a  fief  of  the  empire,  has  given  rise  to  vehement 
debates  among  her  historians.    As  the  county  was 
partly  indebted  for  its  existence*  to  tfae  grants  made  ; 
at  different  times  by  the  emperors,  it  seems  reasonable  ! 
to  conclude,  that  the  counts  always  owed  aUegianee  to  i 
them;  and  from  the  retention  of  the  impost  called  ' 
"hunslaflo,"  in  that  made  by  Otho  III.  to  Count  Theo- 
dore  ILf ,  it  appears  that  the  homage  due  was  originally 
a  full,  or  liege  homage;  if  so,  it  afterwards  (prubably 
on  the  decline  of  the  imperial  power  under  the  priacea  j 
of  the  house  of  Hohenstauflfen  in  the  twelfth  century)  | 
dwindled  into  nothing  more  than  a  simple  homage 
(homa^um  planum),  or  mere  acknowledgment  of  feudal 
superiority  t ;  the  counts  were  styled  "liberi  vassalli" 
of  the  empire a  term  not  precisely  explained  in  Uu 
Cange*s  Glossary,  but  which  I  take  to  mean  such  vassab 
as  were  bound  to  no  other  service  than  that  expressed 

«•  Beka,  p.  77. 

*  I  Eay     tly,  because  liowtoTer  widely  w»  may  fix  the  now  onc^iiio  | 
nmita  of  the  grmtA  made  by  the  emperors,  they  will  by  no  mtmrndRm 
to  aocotmi  for  the  whole  of  the  tcnitorlee  of  which  we  And  the  Coonti  i 
of  Holland  In  poiMMlon ;  tvm  supposing  that  by  the  fimit  of  Waida**  . 
gnnted  (o  Gerolf,  ooirnt  in  Friexland  in  880^  tho  ialand  of  WakfaeNn  » 
meoiit,  the  remainder  of  Zealand,  and  the  whole  of  Weat  FViesland  'it 
nowhere  menUoned  in  mch  of  the  imperial  charien  as  ranain  to  w  > 
the  eoigectwe  theiffbft  of  later  hiatotiane  it  very  probable,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  conn^  wia  conqnend  by  the  predeceeion  of  Theodw  I* 
from  the  Danes ;  It  b  moat  likely  too  that  they  govened  their  conqneali 
aa  independent  eoverngna. 

t  Vid,  chap*  1. 
Vid*  Da  Cange  in  Homaginm." 
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ill  the  errant  of  the  fiefs  they  held.  Accoriline-ly,  we  1348 
iiad  that  tiie  siuseraintjr  oi'  the  emperor  over  UoUaad 
gmye  Uiii  no  right  to  interfeie  in  its  internal  goTem* 
meuty  m  was  the  case  with  the  King  of  France  in 
vmpect  of  Flaadefti  nor  did  an  a|ipeal  lie  firom  tbe 
court  of  Holland  to  the  court  of  the  empire  as  in 
Utrecht*.  Neither  did  the  Counts  of  Hoiiaad  assist 
tlM  emperors  in  the  wars  of  the  empire  of  neoeesttyv 
and  as  vassals  of  the  empire,  but  only  w  hen  induced  to 
do  eo  by  cinnnnstances  (tf  ftmily  eonnectiony  or  political 
intereet.  It  is  tme  that  the  emperors  eonftmed  the 
county  more  than  once  on  different  princes  as  an 
eedieftted  fief^ ;  but  tbe  poMSsion  never  followed  the 
grant,  except  in  the  case  of  Margaret,  wife  of  the 
Emperor  Lonia  Y II.,  and  she  would  have  inherited  the 
comtj  without  any  sneh  grant,  as  next  heir  to  Wil« 
limn  IV.,  Count  of  Holland,  who  died  without  issue*. 

That  the  Counts  of  Holland  owed  all^iance  at  all 
times  to  the  emperors,  in  so  far  as  regarded  the  bare 
acknowledgment  of  feudal  superiority,  there  are  innu* 
merable  documents  to  prove;  but  it  seems  no  less 
clear  that  they  were  free  and  independent  sovereigns 
in  their  sates,  or,  as  it  is  expressed  by  a  writer  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  "  the  Count  of  Holland  is  emperor 
in  ilia  county^*."  With  regard  to  Utrecht  and  Guel- 
derimnd,  the  question  was  far  less  dilBcult  to  decide ; 

«  GioUqb  de  Ant.  Reip.  Bat.,  p.  59, 

«  Thea.  Mart,  et  Dun&d,  torn,  i.,  cap.  1153,  1154.  Beka  in  Wil- 
helmo,  p.  ISfi.  GhimMiit  Ghnnysk,  divb.  socvlii.,  A. 
•  Beka  in  Johan.,  4tD^  p.  119. 

'  Phil,  k  Leid.  da  eurft  Reip.  Giotius  da  Ant.  Reip.  Bat.^  p.  60. 


♦  On  the  demand  made  by  Louis  XT.,  king  of  France,  thai  Philip  I, 
riiould  deliTer  up  Rubempr^,  u  Ik;  was  a  prisoner  in  Holland,  the  dtike 
replied,  tliat  lie  was  sovereign  of  Holland  boUi  by  sea  and  land,  without 
acknowledging  any  other  lord  but^iod.  Monatrelaty  toI.  x.,  chap.  30^ 
p.  179. 

2  G  2 
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1548  ^liey  were  undoubtedly  fiefs  of  the  empire,  although  by 
virtue  of  their  peculiar  phvileges,  they  claimed  exemp- 
tion from  any  share  in  its  burdens.  The  matter  Ion; 
discussed  between  the  princes  of  the  diet  and  the 
Netherlands,  was  at  length  submitted  to  the  emperor, 
'who  decided  that  the  hereditary  states  of  the  Nethe»- 
lands,  with  the  duchy  of  Guelderland,  and  county  of 
Zutphen,  and  the  lordships  of  Friezland,  Utrecht, 
Oyeryssel,  and  Choningen,  sh<m1d  form  a  chreie  of 
the  empire,  called  the  circle  of  the  **  Burgundian 
hereditary  states,"  and  should  furnish  contingents 
of  men  and  money  equal  to  two  electoral  princes, 
except  in  case  of  a  general  war  agaiust  the  Turks, 
when  they  were  to  contribute  as  much  as  three;  that 
they,  on  their  part,  should  enjoy  the  protection  and 
support  of  the  empire,  reserving  all  their  reinainiug 
rights,  jurisdictions,  and  privileges;  the  emperor,  and 
his  heirs,  should  be  summoned  to  the  diets  of  tin 
empire,  and  vote  as  Archdukes  of  Austria.  If  tiie 
provinces  failed  to  bear  their  part  in  the  hnrdens  of 
the  empire,  they  should  for  this  cause,  aud  for  no  other 
whatever,  be  summoned  to  the  imperial  cooncii  at 
Spires^. 

This  agreement  was  ratitied  by  all  the  states  of  the 
Netherlands;  but  not  without  considerable  diffieni^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Hollanders,  who  (ksiied  to  make  it 
a  condition  that  their  share  of  the  coutiugent  to  be 
furnished  to  the  empire,  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
petitions  crranted  by  the  states.  At  length,  induced  by 
the  example  of  the  other  provinces,  they  accepted  aud 
ratified  the  agreement  simply,  adding  that  as  a  request, 
which  they  at  lirbt  were  iuclined  to  insist  ou  a^  ii 
condition^ 

V  Metem,  fol.  11.  Sletdan,  lib.  xx.,  p.  406.  Thnaana^  lib.  v.,  cap.  7, 
p.  177.  Dmnont,  Corps  Dip.,  toiu.  iV.,  p.  2,  pa.  340. 
^  Regbt*  Tan  Adma  Tan  der  Goes  op'tjaur,  1549,  bU  21. 
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Charles  at  this  time  entertained  a  project  of  sub-  1548 
sUtutiiig  his  son  Philip  in  the  place  of  his  brother, 
as  King  of  the  Romany  and  rendering  the  imperial 
cro^vn  hereditary  iu  the  person  of  the  former;  but 
fiBdni|^  himself  unable  to  carry  it  into  effecti  in  conse- 
quence of  the  firm  refusal  of  Ferdinand  to  dispossess 
himself  of  his  dignity,  he  became  shortly  alter,  as 
aoxioiis  to  separate  the  Netherhinds  again  from  the 
empire,  as  he  had  before  been  to  incorporate  them  with 
it  This  agreement,  therefore,  was  unattended  with 
any  results  to  the  prorinces,  nor  was  the  claim  .to  them 
as  part  of  the  empire  subsequently  put  forward  by  the 
Emperor  Bodolph  IL,  and  founded  upon  it,  aeknow- 
k<Iged  either  by  Spain  or  the  Netherlands*. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  died  Maximilian  van 
Egmond,  count  of  Buuren,  an  able  and  experienced 
coniniauder,  for  many  years  captain-general  of  the 
Netherlands.  He  left  his  lordships  of  Buuren,  Leer« 
dam,  Ysselstein,  &c.,  to  his  only  child  Anna,  who,  by 
her  marriage  with  the  young  Prince  of  Orange  in  1561, 
brought  these  estates  into  the  fiimily  of  Nassau* 
Orange 

During  the  emperor's  visit  to  the  Netherlands,!^ 
•Aer  the  conclusion  of  the  civil  war  in  Germany,  he 

summoned  thither  his  sou  Philip,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  his  acknowledgment  by  the  states  as  their 
"future  sovereign  lord,  and  natural  prince."  There 
was  only  one  precedent  alibrded  by  his  predecessors, 
the  Counts  of  Holland,  for  such  an  act ;  and  that  was 
iii  the  case  of  William  VI.  (1417),  who,  fearing  that 
his  brother,  John  of  Bavaria,  might  seek  to  deprive  his 
daughter  Jacoba  of  her  inheritance,  induced  the  nobles 
aud  towns  to  swear  allegiance  to  her  as  future  sove- 

1  Tliuaniis,  lib.  v.,  cap.  9 ;  lib.  vii.,  cap.  1. 
^  Idem,  lib,  v.,  cap.  17. 
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1549  reign  be  fore  bis  death.    But,  however  unusual  such  a 
proceeding  might  have  heen,  or  .iiowever  imcailed  for 
it  may  have  appeared  in  the  present  ease,  where  no 
dispute  concerning  the  hereditary  sucession  could 
possibly  arise,  more  than  one  reason  prompted  Chariea 
to  its  adoption.   His  son,  horn  in  Spain,  and  totaliy 
ignorant  of  either  the  Flemish  or  Dutch  language's 
was  regarded  with  but  little  affection  by  the  Netiieri* 
landers;  added  to  this*  he  had  already  obtained  a 
sinister  reputation  for  seTerity  in  matters  of  religion, 
to  which,  not  only  the  people  at  large,  but  likewise  the 
governments  of  the  towns,  were  becomings  daily  more 
averse;  while  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  of 
the  native  nobility  who  stood  hif^  in  the  pnblle 
favour.    Among  these  was  conspicuous,  Reynold,  lord 
of  Brederode,  a  nobleman  esteemed  alike  for  his  per* 
sonal  qualifications,  and  valued  for  his  descent  from 
the  ancient  Counts  of  iloiland*,  whose  memory  was 
still  fondly  cherished  by  the  people ;  and  it  appeared 
not  unlikely  that  after  the  death  of  Charles,  in  ease  of 
the  continued  absence  of  Philip,  he  would  be  raised 
by  the  popular  voice  to  the  seat  of  his  forefathers. 
He  had  some  years  before  drawn  upon  himself  the 
heavy  displeasure  of  the  emperor,  hy  assuming  the 
arms  of  Holland^   Charles  had  besides,  as  it  soon 
became  evident,  determined  to  cause  the  edicts  against 
heresy  to  be  .executed  to  the  utmost  extent  of  rigour, 
wherein  he  judged  that  the  assistance  of  Philip  might 
be  highly  useful  to  him. 

On  the  arrival  of  Philip  at  Brussels^  the  states  of 
Holland  sent  deputies  to  welcome  him^  and,  under  the 

i  Ueut,  Rer.  Auiit«,  Ub.  xi.^  cap.  270. 

«  Hb  ancestor  was  S^geM^  yomigiai  son  of  Arnold,  the  Uiiid  Couni 
of  HollaiuL 
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name  of  a  gratuity,  ooluented  to  the  demand  of  50,000  J549 

Piiilij)  s  guilders  (5625/.),  made  by  the  stadtliolder  on 
his  behalf;  similar  preaenta  were  likewise  made  him  hj 
all  the  other  states*.  He  was  aeknowledged  first  in 
Brusaels  aud  Louvaiu  as  future  Duke  of  Drabaut»  and 
afterwards  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  counties  of 
Flanders,  Hainault,  and  Artois;  having  been  received  « 
in  Mechlin  as  heir  to  that  lordship,  he  passed  over  into 
Zealand,  where,  in  order  to  save  him  the  fatigues  of  a 
lunger  voyage,  the  states  took  the  oath  of  alkgiance  !it 
fieimerswaley  instead  of  at  Middleburg  and  Zierikze^ 
according  to  the  ancient  eu8tom»  with  reservation, 
however,  of  the  privileges  of  these  towns  for  the 
foture.  After  visiting  all  the  great  towns  of  Holland, 
Philip  proceeded  to  the  newly-acquired  provinces  of 
Utrecht,  Overyssel,  and  Guelderland,  the  latter  of 
which  presented  him  with  13,000  lis  d'or.  The  Count 
of  Aremberg,  in  the  name  of  the  prince,  received  the 
homage  ot  Groningen  and  Friezland,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  following  yearns. 

At  the  same  time  that  Charles  signified  his  desire 
that  the  states  should  swear  allegiance  to  his  son,  he 
declared  that,  since  in  some  of  the  Netherlands  the 
right  of  representative  and  collateral  succession  was 
act  in  uaef,  and  considering  of  how  much  importance 

"  Register  van  Adrian  vaa  der  Goe%  1640,  hi,  24— 27*  Heat.  Bcsr. 
Aiist,  lib.xiii.,  cap.  2. 

*  MagiA  qaoque  pecunlA  pr«taliopia  gniimte  nomine  exacti.^ 

Thuamw,  lib.  vi.,  cap.  2. 

t  The  right  of  inheritance  from  a  fiaitliflr  who  had  never  been  seised  of 
the  estate,  appean  to  have  been  by  no  means  generally  admitted  in 
Europe  during  the  earlier  ages,  either  in  regard  to  private  property  or 
the  succession  to  the  crown.  Edward  III.  of  England,  before  his  intciuhd 
•^eparturp  for  niiicnnf*,  in  lfM6,  obtained  an  acknowledurment  from  the 
Uiotisot  till'  former  country,  that,  in  case  Edward,  tlio  Black  Friuoe, 
Jied  beture  his  fntlier,  his  son,  Richard,  shoubi  succeed  m  Kino:  of 
Englaady  after  the  death  of  his  grandiather.   And  subsequently  to  the 
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1649  it  was  to  their  welfare*  that  they  should  remain  muted 

under  one  sovereign,  he  had  resolved,  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  states*  to  place  the  soocesMa 
to  the  provinces  on  an  uniform  footing,  by  admitting  in 
all  of  them  the  right  of  representative  and  coUatersl 
inheritance^ 

The  canse  of  the  emperor*8  anxiety  on  this  point 

was  to  secure  the  whole  of  the  provinces  to  his  grand- 
son* Charles*  the  in£Buit  child  of  Philip^  by  his  wifie^ 
Mary,  daughter  of  John*  king  of  Portugal,  who  died  a 
short  time  after  its  birth.  In  the  event  of  Philips 
decease  before  his  father*  a  portion  of  HoUaiid  and 
Utrecht,  where  representative  succession  was  not  ad- 
mitted, would  not  have  desceuded  to  his  son;  while  in 
Friezland  and  Oueldorland*  females  were  exeloded 
from  the  right  of  succession,  wldch  Charles,  by  thus 
fixing  it  on  a  regular  and  uniiorm  footing*  secured  to 
'his  daughters*  Mary  and  Joanna*  in  ease  of  the  death 
both  of  Philip  and  his  son*  or  to  his  sisters*  on  the 
failure  of  lineal  heirs. 

The  states  of  all  the  provinces  consented  unani- 
mously to  his  desire*  at  Mhich  proof  of  their  oom- 
plaisanoe  he  was  so  highly  gratified*  that  he  allowed 
them  to  make  the  oath  administered  to  Philip  on  his 
acknowledgment  as  ample  and  as  binding  as  they 
thought  fit«  According  to  the  terms*  therefore^  in 
which  it  Mas  conceived,  the  prince  bound  himself  to 
preserve  to  all  the  nobles,  to>vns,  commons^  and 
subjects*  whether  lay  or  clerical,  their  ancient  immuni- 
ties and  privileges,  such  as  hla  ancestors,  the  Counts 

"  Boxhom  op  Beigenbttg*  ded.     U.  4d5. 

death  of  the  Black  Prince,  the  kin^^  caused  Richard  to  be  acknowledjred 

ao  lus  successor  Ity  all  his  chihhcu,  as  well  as  tlie  earls',  j.rtlates,  aijJ 

knights  oi  i^iigiaiid. — I  ruiissai  t,  vol.  iv.,  ciuip.  p.  200;  clidy.  57, 
p.  279. 
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and  Countesses  of  Holland*,  had  granted  them,  as  well  1550 
as  ail  their  customfl,  usages,  rights,  and  preseriptionfl, 
elllier  general  or  particular."  In  Zealand,  he  swore  to 
^maintain  all  the  customs  and  prescriptions  which  had 
been  m  use  imtU  the  death  of  King  Philip,  and  under 
the  goyermnent  of  the  emperor,  Charles,  f"  The 
nobles  and  six  great  towns  of  Holland,  on  tiieir  side, 
took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  Philip,  binding  them- 
selves "to  support  his  rights  and  dignity;  to  obey 
and  assist  his  officers  in  the  proper  execution  of  their 
to  be  true,  faithful,  and  serviceable  in  defending 
his  person  and  state,  as  they  arc  in  justice  and  reason 
bound  to  be."  The  prelates,  nobles,  and  towns  of 
Zealand,  swore  to  obey  the  prince  as  true  and  faithful 
subjects  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  land^^.  After  Philip's  acknowledg- 
ment, the  emperor,  with  the  consent  of  the  states,' 
]troclaimed  the  Netherlands  to  be  from  hence  toiward 
pennauently  united  under  the  government  of  one 
sovereign.  It  is  supposed  that  his  design  was  to  con- 
solidate all  the  provinces  into  a  kingdom,  but  that  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  because  the  peculiar  cus- 
toms and  privileges,  to  which  the  inhabitants  were 
devotedly  attached,  rendered  it  impossible  to  establisli 
in  them  any  regular  and  uniform  system  of  govem- 
mentP. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  had  requested  her 
dismissal  upon  the  occasion  of  Philip's  coming,  was 

•  Groot  Flakaat.,  deeL  iv.,  bl,  S5.  Boxhom  op  Iteig«iib«ig,  HeeL  ii., 
bL  498,  499. 
'  Groiius  Aimal*  Bdg.,  lib.  i*t  p«  8,  dnod. 


*  1  hog  ezpresaly  admitting  the  great  Charter  of  Mary  of  Burgundy 

(147H). 

+  it  does  not  n}»i)e3r  what  reason  there  was  for  thia  exclusion  of  the 
first  y^arB  of  the  government  of  Maigaret  of  bavoy. 
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1549  again  confirmed  in  the  government ;  but  the  emperor 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  entmst  to  her  aloue  the 
issuing  of  new  and  more  harsh  decrees  against  the 
heretics,  since,  according  to  his  opinion,  they  Lad  u  it 
hitherto  been  treated  with  sufficient  seferitj,  which, 
indeed,  the  disposition  of  the  people,  and  the  ^i^tle* 
ness  of  their  municipal  governments,  hardly  permitted*. 
In  the  NoTember  of  this  year,  he  promulgated  sn 
edict,  confirming  all  the  funner  penal  enaetmeDts 
against  heretics,  and  ordaining  that  the  estates  of  con* 
demned  heretics  should  be  forfeited,  notwithstanding 
all  rights,  customs,  or  privileges,  to  the  contrary;  he 
likewise  commanded  all  the  fugitive  Jews  from  Per* 
tugal,  whom  fear  of  the  inquisition  had  driven  to  take 
refuge  in  Holland,  to  quit  the  country,,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  life  and  property.  This  was  only  the  step 
to  still  more  bitter  persecution,  and  to  the  introduetkm 
of  the  inquisition  into  tlie  Netherlands,  a  tribunal 
formidable  to  every  nation,  but  tending  to  the  utter 
destruction  of  Holland,  where  the  most  entire  tolera- 
tion in  religion,  together  with  a  large  portion  of  civil 
liberty,  is  a  matter  of  vital  necessity  for  the  h&ppineii 
and  security  of  the  vast  number  of  individuals  of 
different  nations,  religions,  and  habits^  whom  her  com- 
merce draws  to  her  shores^* 

A  gi*and  inquisitor  of  the  Netherlands  was  now 
appointed  by  Pope  Paul  IIL,  in  the  person  of  Huard 
Tapper,  of  Enkhuyzen,  who  had  obtained  an  omincmi 

«  firandt^s  Hirt.  d«r  lUn,  boek  iiL,  bL  m. 

*  Hereilcfl  were  executed    not  without  deep  eeandietitloii  mBM^ 

the  burghers  and  even  the  greater  part  of  the  gOYenunents,  who  were 
80  disinclined  to  this  work,  that  they  vexed  people  on  account  of  their 
religions  opinions  as  little  as  they  could  possibly  help,  and  the  edict  ^^.'^> 
received  with  irrcat  tli^tn  tv,  not  onlvl)v  those  who  were  Itkelv  to  fet'l  its 
effect.^  but  liy  tlie  in;i-istratei»  themselvesi,  who  wcrt  luuch  dis9atisfi«<i 
with  this  great  and  t3ifxs^Y9  tyranny ."^Veiiue  Hooco,  bl.  I2fl,  OA* 
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notoriety  as  having  sat  in  judgment  on  the  first  heretic 
e?er  ooiid«mned  to  death  in  Halland;  and  lest  he 
should  not  he  fiiifficientlj  inclined  to  persecution,  he 
vas  q>eciaUy  exhorted  to  acquit  himself  well  of  his 
duty.  Not  long  after  the  edict  above  mentioned,  the 
emperor  published  another,  commanding  all  who  tilled 
public  offices  to  assist  the  iiiqaisit<!m  in  bringing  sns^ 
pected  pei-sons  to  justice.  Any  one  who  informed  1560 
against  a  heretic  was  to  have  half  his  property  if  be 
were  condemned ;  and  he  who  gave  notice  of  any  con- 
venticle should  also  have  half  the  property  of  those 
found  guilty  of  attending  it»  provided  he  himself  had 
not  b^en  there,  or  could  satisfactorily  prove  himself  to 
be  a  Catholic'. 

Its  publication  was,  however,  flatly  refused  by  the 
citizens  of  Antwerp,  then  the  most  flourishing  com- 
mercial town  of  the  Netherlands,  or  even  of  Europe*. 
The  mere  rumour  that  it  was  likely  to  be  issued,  had 
caused  many  substantial  merchants  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  quitting  it  i  trade  was  entirely  at  a  stand ; 
the  rents  of  houses  fell;  and  the  workmen  were 
tlirowu  out  of  employ.  The  principal  burghers  and 
merchants,  therefore,  supported  by  the  council  of 
Brabant,  presented  a  strong  petition  and  remonstrance, 
hi  writing,  to  the  governess,  setting  forth,  that,  by  their 
privileges,  they  were  exempt  not  only  from  the  inqui- 
sition, but  from  spiritual  jurisdiction  altogether.  Mary, 
averse^  from  her  natural  disposition,  to  all  religious 
persecution,  repaired  in  person  t^  the  emperor  s  court 
at  Augsburg,  where  she  represented  to  him  so  forcibly 
the  evils  that  must  result  from  the  establishment  oF 

'  SleidoD,  lib,  xzii.,  p.  407, 488.  Bxaodi*«  Hist,  der  B«f.,  bl.  16S. 

•  De  Thou  says  of  the  whole  Christian  world,  **  Supra  omnia  orliis 
thristiani  emporia  magnitudinem  excreTerat."»lAb.  yUf  cap.  17>  p.  228 ; 
Ukewbii  Sleidon,  lib.  xxii.,  p.  601. 
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3550  the  inquisition  at  Antwerp,  that  at  length  she  succeeded 
in  penuading  him  to  modify  it  in  some  degree  vnik 
regard  to  foreign  merchants.  In  the  new  ediet  pnlh 
lished  for  that  purpose,  the  name  of  inquisition,  already 
odious  in  the  Netherlands,  was  omitted,  and  that  of 
spiritual  judges  given  to  the  same  persons.  Thk 
pacified  the  discontents  for  a  time,  and  the  Autwerpers 
published  the  decree,  though  accompanied  by  a  written 
protest,  tluit  it  was  in  nowise  to  ]>e  understood  as 
derogating  from  the  privileges  and  customs  of  Ui<^ 
town,  which  shoold  be  preserved  entire*. 

The  last  war  between  the  emperor  and  King  of 
France  had  been  the  occasion  of  hostilities  betweeo 
the  Netherlanders  and  the  Scotch,  the  zealous  firiendt 
and  allies  of  the  French  king.  They  had  now  for 
some  years  done  considerable  injury  to  the  commerce 
and  fishery  of  Holland  by  their  privateeriDg,  which 
they  still  continued,  even  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  of  Crespi  between  the  two  monarehs.  To  puts 
stop  to  the  repeated  capture  of  Holland  merehant  ships, 
the  emperor  had  in  the  last  year  proposed  to  Uie  states 
to  equip  twenty^five  men-of«war,  and  for  this  puipose 
induced  them  to  consent  to  a  duty  of  five-pence  an 
awm  upon  Rhenish  wines.  But  though  the  impost 
was  strictly  levied,  the  emperor  forgot  to  apply  the 
produce  to  the  use  for  which  it  wa^j  intended,  and  no 
preparations  were  made  until  this  year,  when,  as  tbe 
Scots  persisted  in  their  aggressions,  the  court  equipped 
eight  of  the  t\venty-five  vessels  promised,  and  for  the 
expenses  of  these,  a  duty  of  a  guilder  upon  every 
'^lasf  of  herrings*  was  demanded,  which  the  Hot 

•  Brandt's  iiiat.  tier  Ref.,  boek  iii.,  bl.  160—162.   Sleidan,  lib.  xxii^ 
p.  601. 

  ! 

*  The    lix&t contains  iouitcun  Uimlfi. 
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landers  found  tlieniselves  obliged  to  graut,  since  the  1550 
Zetlaoders  had  offered  three,  or  even  four,  guilders  a 
Ittit,  provided  they  were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  exclu- 
sive liberty  of  iishiug.  The  small  number  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  predated  their  efifeetia^  anjrthing  more 
iLiiu  the  capture  of  a  few  prizes,  which  they  brought 
mto  the  ports  of  Zealand;  but  peace  ha?tng  been 
eoneluded  between  France  and  England,  the  Scots 
became  unwilling  to  carry  on  the  war  alone,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  summer  a  truce  was  made 
between  them  and  the  Netherlanders,  followed  by  a 
treaty  of  peace,  to  the  effect  that  all  injuries  com^ 
nutted  on  both  rides  were  to  be  buried  in  oblivion ; 
piracies  were  forbidden,  and  conipeusation  was  to  be 
given  for  the  hostilities  committed  during  the  time  of 
trace*. 

A  commercial  treaty  was  likewise  couciuded  about 
the  .same  time,  between  the  Netherlanders  and  Henry 
II,,  successor  of  Francis  1.  on  the  throne  of  France, 
^he  king  bad  some  time  before  commanded  that  the 
discovery  of  contraband  wares  in  Netherhind  vessels 
should  be  followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  whole 
wgo ;  and  the  emperor  had  thereupon  issued  a  similar 
srier  against  the  ships  of  France.  It  was  now  agreed 
that  no  other  than  contraband  and  enemies'  goods 
should  be  declared  liable  to  forfeiture^ 

It  was  not  until  this  period  that  the  Netherland 
^<2cle6iastiG8  began  to  take  any  part  in  the  general 
<i<nmcil  of  the  Church  summoned  by  Pope  Paul  III.  in 
^^^45,  which  continued  to  sit  at  Trent  till  1547,  when 
the  successes  of  the  emperor  against  the  Protestant 
princes  of  Germany  created  alarm  in  the  breast  of  the 

*  Aert  van  der  Goefi,  op'tjuar  1550,  bl.  41 — i5,   Groot  Plakaat.,  4 

bl.  260. 

*  Buiuoui  Corps  Dip.,  torn,  i?.,  p.  S,  pa.  3, 
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1550  pope,  lest  the  yast  increase  of  povrer  he  obtained  hj 
their  subjugatioa  Bhouid  enable  him  to  become  sold 
arbiter  of  the  deeisions  of  an  aiienibly  held  in  the  * 
territories  of  the  Kin^  of  the  Roni»in8,  his  brother  and 
subject.  Upou  the  pretext,  therefore,  of  an  ioiectidus 
disorder  having  made  its  appeaianoe  in  Trent»  Paoi 
transferred  the  council  from  thence  to  Bologfna,  not^ 
withstanding  the  vehement  protestations  of  the  em* 
peror,  who  forbad  the  German  and  Spanish  prektss  to 
leave  Trent.  The  bishops  of  the  empire  also,  in 
obedience  to  his  desire^  addressed  a  letter  to  the  pope 
on  the  subject,  eonched  in  strong  and  earnest  terns 
of  remonstrauce.  Nevertheless,  such  of  the  caniinais 
and  prefaites  as  had  removed  to  Bologna*  being  mtireijr 
subservient  to  the  holy  scr,  refused  to  ntum  to  Trent; 
upou  which  Charles  sent  ambassadors,  both  to  Bologna 
and  to  Rome^  to  protest  against  the  translation  of  the 
council,  as  frivulous  and  unlawful \ 

Meanwhile,  in  order  to  heal  the  dissensions  in 
religion,  the  emperor  caused  to  be  prepared  his  cele* 
biated  interim,  with  the  purpose  of  recouciiiiig  the 
doctrines  of  the  two  churches.  As  it  was  ftamed  by 
two  catholic  prelates,  Julius  Pflug,  bishop  <rf  Narim- 
berg,  and  Michael  Sidonio,  and  one  Protestant,  John 
Agricola  of  IslebeOf  the  catholic  doctrines  wMe^  u 
may  l)e  supposed,  but  nli^i^litly  modified.  The  interim 
met  with  the  fate  of  all  measures  of  the  like  nature, 
particularly  when  applied  to  religions  matters ;  it  wss 
Hati«»factory  to  neither  party ;  and  altliough  Chaiio> 
obtained  from  the  diet  of  Augsburg  a  decree  to  enforoe 
its  adoption,  it  was  by  no  means  so  generally  received 
as  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  another  oecumenic 
council,  whose  decisions,  £rom  the  infallibility  with 
which  he  might  profess  to  regard  them  as  investedi  he 

*  SleidaD,  lib.  xix.,  p.  425,  440^  447. 
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would  be  justified  in  canying  into  e&ct»  by  any  meansy  1^1 

howe  ver  violuiit.  Soon  after  the  accession  of  Juliua 
UI.,  tbeie£ore»  he  induced  him  to  issue  a  bull,  sum- 
BUMiing  tbe  dooncU  to  meet  at  Trent  in  the  Hay  of 
Id.}!''.  The  emperor,  besides  the  German  prelates, 
among  whom  were  the  Archbishops  of  MetB»  Trevesy 
and  Cologne,  conmiiasioned  Anthony  Perrenot,  bishop 
of  Arras,  to  select  some  of  the  best  qualified  of  the 
Netherland  eeelesiasties  to  support  the  emperor's 
interests,  and  to  assist  in  reconciling  the  differences  in 
religion,  at  tlie  council  of  Trent.  Viglius  van  Zuichem, 
president  of  the  council,  whom  the  bishop  consulted 
on  the  subject,  declared  that  he  felt  shame  when  he 
reflected  how  few  capable  persons  were  now  to  be 
fimnd  in  the  Netherlands»  which  formerly  abounded 

with  men  of  learn inir- ;  and  that  he  hardly  knew  where 
to  find  one  who  was  fit  to  undertake  the  business  of  the 
court  at  Trent*.  He  neyertheless  named  Francis  Sonoy, 
canon  of  Utrecht,  with  two  others ;  and  recommended 
that  they  should  be  accompanied  by  two  doctors,  a 
canonist  of  the  utiWersity  of  Louvain,  and  some  monks; 
and  that  of  the  former,  one  should  be  Buard  Tapper^ 
the  grand  inquisitor^ 

Slddan,  lib.zz.,  p.4M-^l ;  lib.  xdl«,  p.  dOQ. 
«  yid»  his  Iietter,  In  Dip.  Mhvi,  torn.  Ui,  p.  469-405. 

♦  This  AMUsatioti,  a  hi^^lily  Improlmble  one,  lijp^alnsfc  a  country  which 
short  a  tiiiic  hwlurc  liad  hoaoU-d  of  au  Eru*»iiiUi>  aud  an  Agi'icuiiJ,  is 
contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  Vargas,  a  Spanish  prekite,  not  likely  to 
form  a  partial  judgment  in  favour  of  the  Netherlimders :  he  says  that 
^  the  doi^m  of  LouTiSn  m  tvcdicDt  men,  and  of  great  modesty,  dUiiiii- 
guiabod  for  their  leaniiiig*  aad  the  purity  of  their  morale*  and  such 
dieologiane  as  the  eouncil  ehould  have  gone  to  the  ends  of  tiie  world  to 
seek ;  their  dean  (Board  Tapper)  b  no  leas  remarkable  for  knowledge 
than  dignity/'  Let.  et  Mdm.  de  Vargas,  p.  173»  188^  295,  236.  The 
sweeping  censure  of  the  president  wonld  induce  ns  to  suppose  that  the 
most  learned  and  able  were  either  not  anflicientljr  subservient  to  tha 
views  of  the  emperor,  or  were  suspected  of  heretical  opinions. 
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1551      The  Protestants  refased  to  attend  the  assembfy* 

unless  the  safe  conduct  wliich  the  ein])eror  had  granted 
them  in  the  most  ample  termsy  were  confirmed  by  the 
council*  which  the  pope's  legate,  who  dreaded  their 
a])peaiaiice  there,  took  every  means  to  prevent.  ^leau- 
while»  the  ecclesiastics  already  assembled*  to  the 
number  of  about  sixty,  decided  upon  many  important 
points  of  dispute  respecting  confession,  penance,  and 
extireme  unction.  Eyents*  however,  occurred  in  the 
next  year,  which  on  a  sudden  broke  off  their  delibera- 
tions^. 

The  Prince  Maurice  of  Saxony,  nephew  of  the 

elector,  although  professing  the  reformed  religion,  had, 
from  motives  of  vanity  and  self-interest,  forsaken  the 
cause  of  the  confederates  of  Smalkalde;  and  either 
believing,  or  affecting  to  believe,  the  asbertion  of  the 
emperor,  that  he  had  taken  up  arms  in  support  of  the 
laws  and  dignity  of  tlie  empire,  and  not  from  religious 
causes,  IkkI  been  iiKiinly  instrumental  in  the  war  uf 
1546,  to  the  ruin  of  his  fellow  Protestants.  For  his 
services  in  that  war,  the  emperor  had  recompensed  him 
with  the  dominions  and  electoral  dignity  of  his  uncle. 
Now,  however,  whether  dis|^ted  at  the  discovery  of  i 
the  insincerity  of  Charles's  professions,  or  because 
wider  scliemes  of  ambition  opened  to  his  view  (for  it  is 
difficult  to  decide  which  of  these  motives  to  ascribe  to 
him, — perhaps  both  had  a  share  in  influencing  his 
conduct),  he  began  to  concert  measures  with  the 
remaining  Protestant  princes,  to  secure  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Germany,  riL^aiust  the 
power  of  the  (  inperor,  and  to  obtain  the  release  of  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse ;  such,  at  leasts  were  the  reasons 

f  Lett,  ei  Mc^m.  de  YaigM,  p.  117, 128, 16^  2H  ^  Sleidui, 
lib»  xxiii,,  p.  630. 
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for  taking  up  arms,  wbich  he  professed  to  them  and  to 
foreign  powers'. 

His  plans  were  formed  with  so  much  secrecy,  and 
executed  with  such  celerity,  that  before  the  emperor  bad 
time  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  he  had  possessed  him- 
self of  some  of  tlie  strongest  places  of  the  emj^ire,  and 
Charles  with  difficulty  escaped  being  taken  prisoner  at 
Inspruck,  where  he  was  then  residing,  in  order  to  be 
nearer  to  the  Council  atl'rent.  Maurice  had  likewise 
gained  over  iienry  II.  of  France  to  an  alliance  with 
the  RefcHiners,  and  the  emperor,  embarrassed  at  once 
in  a  war  with  that  country  and  with  his  own  subjects, 
was  reduced  to  accept  of  the  peace  of  Passau,  on  terms  1^^^ 
the  most  favourable  to  the  Protestants ;  by  it  he  en- 
gaged to  allow  entire  liberty  of  religion  tliroughout 
Germany,  to  deliver  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  from  his 
imprisonment,  and  to  admit  the  members  of  the  Augs- 
burg confession  to  the  imperial  council.  The  emperor 
had  voluntarily  released  the  Elector  of  Saxony  before 
his  flight  from  Inspruck,  in  order  that  he  might  em- 
barrass Prince  Maurice  by  claiming  the  restoration  of 
the  electorate.  The  prelates  at  the  Council  of  Trent* 
on  hearing  of  the  advance  of  Maurice,  took  flight  in 
ditl'erent  directions,  and  the  council  was  not  resumed 
until  the  year  1563,  when  its  resolutions  were  attended 
with  important  and  lasting  effects  to  I^olland^ 

The  proceedings  of  Maurice  in  Germany  had  been 
anticipated  by  the  seizure  of  the  Netherland  merchant 
vessels  on  the  part  of  the  French  kiii^  in  the  year 
before^  which  led  to  a  formal  declaration  of  war  be- 

»  Sleidan,  lib.  xvli.,  p.  380 — 410.  Lett,  de  TEmpi^reur  auv  trois 
Klectcurs  Ecclettiastlqucs,  in  Lett,  at  Mem.  de  Yaiigas^  p.  Tliuauu% 
lib,  viii.  cap.  C  ;  lib,  ix.,  cap,  13. 

•  Sleidaii,  lib,  xxiv.,  p.  547,  650 — 550.  Lett,  et  Mim.  de  Vai*ga% 
p.  133.    Thuaiius,  lib.  x.,  cap.  4,  5,  13. 

VOL,  L  2  U 


Digiiized  by  Google 


4G6  CHAHLES  II. 

1652tween  France  and  the  emperor;  but,  as  during  tine  \ 
first  campaign,  nearly  the  whole  force  of  both  bdli- 
gerents  mus  concentrated  in  Italj^  the  events  in  the 
Netherlands  were  few  and  mumportaot  Nearly  at 
the  same  time  that  Maurice  began  hoatOities  againfi 
the  emperor  in  Germany,  Henry  IL,  in  pursuance  of 
the  terms  of  the  treaty,  sent  a  powerful  amy  iato 
Lorraine,  under  the  constable  Anne  de  Montmorency, 
who  took  possession  of  Metz,  Tool,  and  Verdun* 

The  king  invaded  Alsaoe  in  person ;  Hagaeoan  ani 
W  eissemburg  opened  their  gates  to  him.    While  in  ' 
that  province^  he  received  intelligence  of  the  paciiicji^  [ 
tion  of  Paaaan,  which,  although  one  of  its  artidea  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  Protestant  princes  should  re- 
nounce the  alliance  of  France^  did  not  prevent  liii 
marching  into  Luxembiirg,  where  several  strong  plaoM 
fell  into  his  hands.    On  the  side  of  the  imperiahst^  i 
Marten  van  Bossem  made  an  irroplion  into  Cham- 
pagne and  Picardy,  wh^  he  cruelly  devastated  (he  i 
country  according  to  his  usual  custom* 

The  emperor,  as  soon  as  the  peace  of  Pasaan  kft 

him  at  liberty  to  j)uisue  the  war  against  France  withoat 
interruption,  sent  the  Duke  of  Alva,  at  the  head  of 
the  Spanish  army  and  some  troops  be  had  drawn  from 
Italy,  assisted  by  Lamoral,  count  of  Egmond,  and  tlie 
Lord  of  Bossn  vrith  a  body  of  Netherland  forces,  to 
attempt  the  recovery  of  Metz;  whither  be  himself 
repaired  shortly  after  in  person.  The  perpetual  sallies, 
and  the  destructive  fire  kept  up  by  the  garrison^  pie- 
vented  his  making  any  progress  in  the  riege,  which  As 
rigour  of  the  season  forced  him  to  raise  iu  the  Januarv 
of  the  next  year«  The  campaigns  in  Picardy  and  Itaij 
were  equally  unpropitioug  to  the  imperial  arms,  whBs 
at  fiea  the  French  succeeded  in  capturing  a  large  and 
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rich  fleet  of  Netherland  merchant  ships  returning  fifom  1553 
Spaing 

The  states  of  Holland  hsTing  voted  a  supply  of 
200,000  guilders  for  the  support  of  the  war,  were 
anxious  to  find  means  of  protecting  the  hemng  fishery^ 
whJefa  had  been  almost  stopped  during  tlio  last  autumn, 
Irom  fear  lest  the  "busses"  should  be  captured  by  the' 
French  ships  of  war.  Holland  and  Zealand  were 
strongly  inclined  to  exchange  safe  conducts  with 
France,  for  the  mutual  security  of  this  branch  of  trade; 
while  Flanders  and  the  goyemess  thought  it  more 
advisable  to  provide  a  naval  force  sufficient  to  defend 
the  boats  from  aggression.  As  she  refbsed  to  make 
any  agreement  with  the  French  king  for  the  safe  con- 
duct, declaring  plainly  that  hho  could  not  trust  him, 
(he  maritime  towns  of  Holland  interested  in  the  fishery 
were  obliged,  if  they  would  not  lose  it  altogether,  to 
equip  on  their  own  account  eight  men-of-war.  Delft, 
Botterdam,  and  Enkhnyzent  provided  two  each,  Schie* 
dam,  together  with  several  smaller  to^Tis,  the  remaining 
two  between  them.  In  spite  of  their  precautious, 
howeven  they  lost  fifty  boats.  The  westward  fleet  f&red 
better,  for  having  \n\t  to  Bea  under  a  s?trong  convoy, 
they  made  a  safe  and  prohtable  voyage  to  Spain.  For 
the  equipment  of  this  convoy,  an  impost  of  two  per 
cent,  had  been  hiid  on  all  commodities  carried  to  or 
from  the  west;  which  some  of  the  deputies  of  the 
states  conaidored  an  infraction  of  the  privilege  of  ex* 
emption  horn  toll  that  they  had  obtained  iioni  the 
emperor  in  1581;  others  judged  that  the  duty,  being 
levied  at  the  desire  of  the  merchants,  for  the  protection 
of  their  trade,  and  not  applied  to  the  proht  of  the  em- 
peror, could  not  be  considered  as  a  tolL   They  at 

*  Thuanu?,  lib.  x.,  caj  .     7.  0,  9,  10  11, 12.    Uout.  Rer.  Aust,  lib. 
xiii,  cap.  12,  14, 17.   Mtki-eu,  tol.  xU. 
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length  agreed  to  present  a  petition  to  the  govemess 
that  it  might  be  abolished,  and  to  press  still  more 
earnestly  for  its  removal  upon  the  cessation  or  abate-, 
ment  of  the  present  war.    It  was  remitted  in  1554*^. 

The  campaign  was  scarcely  ended,  when  the  em- 
peror, finding  himself  in  extreme  want  of  funds,  from 
the  delay  which  had  occurred  in  the  arrival  of  specie 
from  America,  demanded  another  subsidy  of  the  Ne- 
therlands: of  Brabant  600,(>00  caroluses,  and  of  the 
other  provinces  in  proportion.  The  share  of  Holhmd 
was  800,000  guilders.  The  states,  according  to  their 
custom,  made  diflicnlties  about  granting  so  large  a 
sum ;  the  uobles  observing  that  the  province  had  paid 
the  emperor  700,000  guilders  within  the  year.  They 
endeavoured  to  obtain  an  abatement  of  50,000  guilders, 
and  to  make  several  conditions,  among  which  the  prin- 
cipal were,  the  abolition  of  the  two  hundredth  pun  j 
on  exports ;  a  free  trade  to  the  west ;  that  the  herring 
fishery  should  be  placed  under  safe  conduct;  and  that 
no  office,  except  that  of  stadtholder,  should  be  given  to 
foreigners. 

To  the  last  of  these  requisitions  the  governed 

coldly  replied,  that  she  had  given  but  few  offices  to 
foreigners,  and  those  only  to  such  as  were  better  quali- 
fied to  serve  them  than  the  natiyes  who  were  candidates 

at  the  same  time;  the  remainder  she  refused  either  to 
comply  with,  or  even  to  transmit  to  the  emperor; 
declaring  that  the  consequences  of  his  heavy  displea* 
sure  wouhl  fall  upon  the  states,  unless  they  proceeded 
to  the  immediate  and  unconditional  grant  of  the  whole 
subsidy.  Alarmed  by  her  threats,  the  nobles,  Deifc, 
and  Durdrecht,  and  finally  the  other  four  srreat  to\vii!», 
consented  to  the  entire  sum  of  300,000  guilders,  to  be 
levied  by  the  tax  of  a  tenth  on  immoveable  property, 

<  licgUt.  vmi  Adrinu  van  dav  Goes,  1662,  bl«  4tl-~Sl» 
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and  on  the  profits  of  the  herring  fishery''.   The  custom 

of  .sumiiiouing  the  small  towns  on  (juestions  of  supply, 
imd  gradually  fallen  into  disutie.  As  the  great  towns  only 
were  sufficiently  wealthy  to  raise  loans  for  the  service  of 
ilic  ."-uvereign,  or  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  subsidies 
already  voted,  the  government  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  summoning  them  alone,  whenever  a  measure  of  this 
Icind  was  found  neccss«iry*.  Hence  the  transition  to 
the  entire  neglect  of  the  small  towns  upon  all  questions 
of  supply  was  easy ;  in  the  year  1538  they  had  pre- 
sented a  remonstrance  on  this  subject,  declaring  that 
they  did  not  consider  themselves  bound  by  the  votes  of 
the  great  towns,  and  obtained  from  the  stadtholder  a 
promise,  that  they  should  always  be  summoned  and 
consulted  before  the  consent  of  the  states  to  any  sub- 
sidy was  taken*^  This  promise,  however,  was  not 
adhered  to ;  the  small  towns  were  seldom  summoned 
after  1542,  never  after  1548,  nor  could  they  recover 
the  privilege  of  being  present,  as  of  old,  in  the  states, 
80  long  as  IloUaiul  remained  under  the  government  of 
sovereigns  whose  interest  it  was  to  render  the  states 
more  tractable,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  deputies, 
aud  narrowing  as  much  as  possible  the  basis  of  popular 
representation. 

The  exaction  of  the  two  liundredth  penny  on  ex- 
ports was  slightly  modihed  by  a  proclamation  from  the 
emperor,  who,  in  order  to  obtain  provisions  for  his 
tamp,  declared  that  all  articles  brought  thither  bliould 
be  exempt  from  the  duty,  Having  by  this  means 
secured  an  abundant  supply  of  every  necessary,  he 
commaiuled  the  Count  of  Roueulx  to  undertake  thiQ 
siege  of  Terouanne  in  Artois.   This  ancient  city  being 

^  Regist.  van  A.  yoii  der  Goes,  op*tjaar  15S9^  b1.  S — ^18* 
«  Idem,  bL  48,  95, 140, 83^  and  pMBim, 
'  Idem,  opHjaar  ld88,bL  200. 
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1558  taken  by  storm,  was  rased  to  the  groiind  by  order  of 

the  emperor,  and  has  never  since  been  rebuilt ;  Hesdin 
shortly  after  shared  the  same  £Eite.  A  portion  of  the 
imperial  army,  under  Lamoral,  count  of  Egmond, 
having  advanced  as  far  as  Amiens,  a  sharp  engagement 
took  place  between  them  and  the  French,  under  the 
Count  de  Montmorenci,  in  which  neither  party  was 
decidedly  victorious^. 

While  Charles  was  thus  carrying  the  war  into  the 
boundaries  of  France,  he  was  engaged  in  forming  an 
alliance  which  proved  a  source  of  uo  small  disquietude 
to  Henry.  On  the  death  of  Edward  VL,  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  his  aunt,  Catherine  of  Arragon,  had 
ascended  the  English  throne ;  immediately  after  which 
event,  he  proposed  to  his  son  Philip  a  marriage  with 
the  new  queen.  Philip  gave  a  ready  consent,  althougli 
Mary  had  before  been  contracted  to  his  fietther*,  was 
now  past  thirty-eight,  and  totally  destitute  of  personal 
attractions.  The  negotiations  were  carried  on  as 
coTertly  as  possible,  owing  to  the  general  unpopularity 
of  the  match  with  the  English  nation ;  and  Gardiner, 
bishop  of  Winchester,  who  negotiated  on  the  part  of 
the  queen  the  secret  and  preliminary  treaty,  made  use 
of  this  feeling,  and  the  eagerness  of  Cliarles  for  the 
conclusion  of  the  marriage,  to  obtain  such  conditions 
as  he  thought  proper.  Matters  being  pat  in  tndn, 
Lamoriil,  count  of  Egmond,  was  sent  at  the  head  of 
I5^i  a  pubUc  and  solemn  embassy,  to  demand  the  hand  of 
the  queen,  and  in  a  few  days  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
were  agreed  upon.  Philip  was  to  be  associated  with 
the  queen  in  the  government  of  England*  but  the  dis- 
posal of  offices  should  rest  solely  with  the  latter;  the 

■ 

(  Tliuanus,  lib.  xli.,  cap.  0,  7,  0.   Meteren^  ibl.  xv« 
•  Vid.  piut  ii.,  chap,  o. 
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dowiy  of  the  queen,  amounttng  to  60,000  pounds*  (of  1554 

forty  groots)  yearly,  was  to  be  levied,  40,000  on  Spain, 
and  20,000  on  the  Netherlands ;  the  first-bom  son  of 
Ae  maniage  wu  to  ha^e^  besides  England,  Burgundy 
and  the  Netherlands ;  Charles,  the  son  of  Philip  by  his 
fanner  wife,  inheriting  mlj  Spain,  Naples,  Sieil j»  and 
the  states  in  Italy ;  in  ease  of  no  male  issue,  the  eldest 
daughter  should  succeed  to  England,  Burgundy,  and 
the  Netherlands,  provided  she  married  a  native  of 
dther,  or  a  foreigner  with  the  consent  of  Charles,  her 
Im)ther ;  but  if  she  married  a  foreigner  without  such 
consent,  then  the  right  of  succession  to  the  latter 

^tatt's  was  to  rLturii  to  Charles,  who  should  settle  a 
portion  on  her  out  of  the  revenues  of  Spain  and  the 
Netherlands :  if  prince  Charles  died  vrithout  issue,  the 
eldest  son  of  Philip  and  Mary,  or,  in  deiault  of  sons, 
the  eldest  daughter,  should  inherit  all  his  dominions ; 
the  ancient  laws,  rights,  customs,  and  privileges  of 
both  nations,  were  to  be  preserved,  and  the  public 
offices  conferred  only  on  the  natives  of  each  respec- 
tively \ 

The  marriage  concluded  on  this  footing  ^vas  even 
less  acceptable,  if  possible,  to  the  Netherlanders,  than 

to  the  English;  they  beheld  their  future  sovereign, 
whose  character  for  bigotry  and  severity  they  had 
abeady  begun  to  dread,  united  to  a  princess  who^  if 
report  sjjuke  true,  closely  resembled  him  in  these 
qualities ;  in  case  of  male  issu^  they  foresaw  that  they 

Ryn,  Ffled^  torn,  xr.,  p.  S77. 


•  £5000  sterling.  Ilurae  (yol.  iv.,  p.  387)  has  put  down  the  jointnre 
of  Mary  at  £60,000  sterling  ;  l)ut  the  sum  speciiied  in  Rymer  is  G0,000 
"ponds'*  of  forty  •'groots,"  or  halfpence.  The  **  p<ju»i  ^nuot"  was  a 
eoln  common  in  the  Netherlands,  and  is  to  be  distingulbhed  from  the 
**  pond  vlaamaeh,''  which  was  worth  nearly  ten  shiUings. 
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1554  would  sink  iuto  a  mere  province  of  England ;  aad  in 
the  eTent  of  a  female  sueeessioii,  there  was  great  pro* 
bability  that  they  would  become  once  more  the 
jeete  of  a  foreign  prince,  a  stranger  to  their  lam  and 
cii6tonifl»  the  bitter  fruits  of  which  they  had  ah^j 
fiilljr  experienced  since  the  accession  of  the  house  of 
Boxgundj, 

The  circumstances  of  this  union,  therefore,  ^re 
satisiaction  to  none  except  the  merchants,  who  ob- 
tained on  the  occasion  some  important  advantages. 
The  privileges  of  the  company  of  German  and  Kether* 
land  merchants  in  London,  called  the  Stillyard,  had 
been  abolished  in  1552,  on  a  representation  to  the 
king  by  the  llnn^lish  clothiers,  that  it  iiioiiopolistMl  the 
whole  trade,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  natives*,  binoe 
that  time,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  go- 
verness to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  company s 
privileges,  it  had  only  been  allowed  to  trade  under 
payment  of  a  heavy  duty  both  on  exports  and-  imports; 
but  during  the  negotiations  for  the  marriage,  the  Ilanse 
towns  sent  ambassadors  to  solicit  their  restoration, 
which  the  queen  granted,  and  likewise  gave  pemmrion 
for  the  exportation  of  a  certain  sort  of  cloth  that  had 
hitherto  been  forbiddra.  In  the  next  year  she  fturther 
favoured  the  Netherland  commerce,  by  re-opening  the 
wool-staple  at  Calais,  which  the  King  of  France  had 
induced  Henry  YIIL  to  close  in  the  year  1530'. 

The  solemnization  of  the  marriage  was  held  at 
Winchi  stcr  on  the  25th  of  July,  after  which  Fhiiip 
ranained  during  a  whole  year  in  £ngiand.  During 

»  Rym,  Foed,  torn,  xv^  p.  413. 

*  They  complained  that  in  the  year  1551  the  compsDy  Bad  eapeiteJ 
44,000  pieces  of  cloth,  while  all  the  Engliah  raerdiaiiie  together  hfld  not 
sold  more  than  l^lOO  pieces  in  fi»reign  coantries. 
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thai  time  be  became  convinced  tbat  there  could  be  no  1554 
hope  of  an  heir;  when  the  principal  advantages  be 
expected  to  reap  from  the  alliance  being  thus  firus- 
tnrtec^  and  the  English  nation  not  affiscting  to  conceal 
the  dMfke  and  contemjit  they  entertained  for  him,  he 
began  to  view  them,  and  even  his  wife,  notwithstaudiiig 
her  devoted  attachment  to  him»  with  the  utmost 
a?enion« 

The  attention  of  Charles  had  been  so  engrossed  by 
Us  fiivonrite  scheme,  that  he  neglected  in  some  degree 
the  timely  preparations  necessary  for  the  ensuing 
campaign.  Henry  IL,  who  was  himself  not  ready 
before  June^  forestalled  the  emperor  by  invading  the 
Netherlands  with  three  sej)aratc  armies.  The  Prince 
de  la  Koche  sur  Yon,  overran  the  open  country  of 
Artois,  while  the  Duke  of  Nevers  possessed  himself  of 
some  strong  places  in  the  Luxemburg,  and  the  Con- 
stable de  Montmorenci,  with  the  main  body,  marched 
iDto  Hainault»  where  having  taken  Chimay,  he  laid 
siege  to  Marieniburg,  a  fort  which  the  governess  had 
strengthened  with  immense  labour  and  expense,  and 
named  after  herself.  It  surrendered  before  the  end  of 
a  mouth,  and  Bouvines,  besieged  by  Henry  in  person, 
was  carried  by  assault  a  few  days  after;  Dinant  also 
capitulated.  Having  mastered  Bavoi  and  Binche  in 
Haiuault,  the  king  marched  into  Artois,  where  he  sat 
down  before  Benti.  At  length  the  imperial  forces 
were  brought  into  a  state  of  preparation,  and  under  the 
command  of  Emmanuel  Philibert  of  Savoy,  the  i  inperor 
himself  being  present  in  the  camp,  advanced  to  meet 
the  French  under  the  walls  of  Renti.  The  two  armies 
came  to  a  general  engagement,  in  which  the  victory 
was  claimed  by  the  latter,  but  declared  by  the 
Ketherkuiders  to  be  doubtful.  It  most  probably 
was  so,  since  the  Fi'ench  suffered  so  great  loss,  that 
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1554  they  were  obliged  to  raise  the  riege,  and  retire  into 

PicardyJ. 

During  this  sommer  hostilities  were  carried  on  «t 
sea  between  the  French  and  Netherlanders  with  more 

than  usual  energy.  Two  and  twenty  vessels  of  war, 
returning  from  Spain  to  the  Netherlands  laden  wttii 
merchandise,  fell  in  with  nineteen  large  and  six  smaller 
French  ships,  commanded  by  Espineville  d  Ilarfleur, 
near  the  English  coast  at  Dover.  The  Netherlanders* 
anxious  to  save  their  wares,  sought  to  avoid  the  French, 
who  were  advancing  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  them ; 
but  though  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  from  a  distimoey 
they  could  not  prevent  tlie  approach  of  the  enemies' 
vessels^  fifteen  of  which  closed  with  the  same  number 
of  Netherlanders.  The  fight  was  continued  with  great 
fierceness  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  French  proposed  a  truce,  wiiich 
their  opponents,  sanguine  of  the  event,  refused.  At 
this  time,  the  combustibles  thrown  by  the  Nether- 
landerSi  set  fire  to  one  of  the  enemy's  Teasels;  the 
flames  were  rapidly  communicated  to  five  others,  and 
from  them  to  the  Netherland  ships ;  the  crews,  throw- 
ing themselves  into  the  sea»  swam  to  the  nearest  vessels 

tliat  had  escaped  the  conflagration,  whether  tVieud  or 
enemy.  This  circumstance  secured  the  victory  to  the 
French  in  an  unlocked  for  manner.  The  Netherlanders 
rescued  so  great  a  number  of  their  enemies,  that  the 
latter  found  themselves  sufliciently  strong  to  surprise 
and  capture  the  crews  of  five  of  the  vessels  into  v^lch 
they  had  been  taken,  and  bring  them  into  the  port  of 
Dieppe.  Besides  these,  the  Netherhmders  had  six 
ships  burnt;  of  the  French  the  same  number  were 
burnt,  and  one  sunk.   The  French  writers  say  that 

i  lie  lit.  Her.  Au«t.,  lib,  ^uii^  Oip.  21*  Moiei'en^       15.  Tlkuii&tii^ 
lib.  xiii^  cap.  10. 
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1000  of  the  Netherlanden  were  killed,  and  400  of  1554 

their  own  countrymen;  while  the  Netberlanders, 
fltoagh  without  much  appearance  of  probability,  place 
the  larger  number  to  the  account  of  their  oi)j>onents. 
Among  the  slain  was  the  i^Veuch  admiral,  EspineviUe^. 
.  To  supply  the  expenses  of  this  war,  the  states 
granted  the  sum  of  200,000  guilders,  of  which  1UO,000 
was  raised  by  the  sale  of  life  annuities  at  sixteen  and 
two4hiids  per  cent.,  and  redeemable  annuities  at  eight 
and  a  quarter  per  cent.    They  obtained  in  return  for 
this  subridy,  the  abolition  of  the  two  hundredth  penny 
on  exports,  and  a  bonus  of  10,000  guiklers  for  the 
protection  of  the  fisheries.   A  second  demand  of 
200,000  guilders  brought  forward  by  the  court,  was 
more  unwillingly  complied  with;  the  nobles  remon- 
strated, that  the  country  was  already  burdened  with 
47,000  Lcuilders  of  annuities,  the  principal  amounting 
to  480,000,  and  several  of  the  towas  objected  to  be 
taxed  according  to  the  assessments,  preferring  rather  to 
pay  the  tenth  penny,  while  others  insisted  upon  the 
ordinary  methods  of  assessment,  and  the  sale  of  annui- 
ties.  This  diflbrence  of  opinion  was  occasioned  by  the 
great  change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  relative 
condition  of  the  towns  since  the  valuation  had  been 
made  in  the  year  1518.    Some  had  considerably  in- 
creased in  wealth  and  population,  and  consequently 
their  share  in  the  assessment  no  longer  bore  a  due 
proportion  to  that  of  those  towns  which  remained 
statioihiy.   In  the  former  situation  were  Dordrecht 
and  Amsterdam,  which  were  always  desirous  of  being 
taxed  by  the  assessment  (schildtalen),  while  Leyden 
and  Gouda,  whose  real  property  was  of  less  value  than 
that  of  the  former  towns,  found  their  advantage  in 

k  Thnanus  Hb»  zvi.,  cap,  0.  Veliw  Hooni,  bl.  147, 148,  Heut.  Rer. 
AusU  liK  ziii.,  cap.  23. 
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1554  paying  the  tenth  peimj.  The  perpetual  demands  lor 
subsidies*  which,  to  avoid  tediousnesst  have  only  been 
noticed  when  accompanied  by  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Netheriauders  to  secure  their  privileges  ia 
retttm,  or  by  some  other  remarkable  cireumstance^ 
afford  strong  evidence  of  the  increase  of  wealth  in  the 
Netherlands.  Notwithstanding  that  the  miceasing 
wars  in  which  they  were  involved,  sometimes  entirdj 
prevented  their  fisheries,  and  greatly  embarrassed  their 
commerce^  the  merchants  contrived,  by  means  of  safe 
conducts  and  various  other  expedients,  to  carry  on  an 
advantageous  traftic,  even  in  the  enemy's  htiites ;  as  an 
instance  of  which,  may  be  cited  one  Melchior  ScheUi 
who  in  this  year  had  procured  from  France  14,000 
bales  of  woad,  altiiough  a  contraband  aiticle*  The 
great  increase  of  trader  and  consequently  of  wealth 
and  population,  occasioned  an  augmented  consumption 
of  wine,  beer,  and  other  articles  of  excise;  and  thia 
tax  proved  often  so  productive,  that  while  the  states 
incurred  new  debts  to  furnish  the  sums  paid  to  the 
court,  they  were  in  a  condition  to  redeem  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  old.  They  had  done  so  to  some  extent 
immediately  after  the  grant  of  300,000  guilders  in  the 
last  year;  but  these  transactions  they  always  indus- 
triously kept  concealed  from  the  court,  and  disguised, 
under  heavy  complaints  of  increasing  poverty,  lest  they 
might  give  a  suspicion  of  how  much  more  taxes  they 
were  able  to  bear.  Their  precautions  were  not,  how- 
ever, always  successful,  and  the  discovery  was  sure  to 
be  followed  by  a  fresh  petition,  or  proposition,"  as 
the  courtiers  chose  rather  to  call  it;  the  old  term  of 
petition  having  fallen  into  bad  odour,  as  expressive  of 
too  much  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign,  and 
too  much  power  in  the  states  to  withliold  it.  It  was 
become  so  customary  for  the  states  to  receive  all 
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petitioDs  with  mannurs,  that  the  court  manifested  1554 

little  disquietude  on  that  lieiid,  and  indeed  would  have 
been  rather  astouinhed  had  they  beea  suffered  to  pass 
in  rilencel  A  little  grumbling  apart,  however,  the 
people  may  be  considered  to  have  ff\\en  their  sovereign 
a  liberal  and  generous  support  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  leign  of  Charles.  Unfortunately,  the  sovereign 
(lid  not  return  it  by  a  just  sense  of  wliat  was  due  to 
the  people.  The  privilege  *'de  non  evocando"  was 
now  perpetually  violated,  and  the  persevering  endea^ 
voors  of  the  states  to  put  a  stop  to  this  abuse  were  of 
no  avail.  The  government  insisted  that  accusations  of 
treason  were  to  be  tried,  not  in  the  constitutional 
manner  by  the  supreme  court  of  Ilollaud,  but  before  a 
special  tribunal  appointed  by  the  emperor;  and  we 
have  seen  sufficient  proofs  in  the  history  of  our  own 
countr}%  how  widely  the  law  of  treason  migiit  be  inter- 
preted. In  Holland  it  was  held,  not  only  to  include 
all  manner  of  crimes  against  the  emperor,  but  also 
against  God,  more  especially  heresy;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  unwarrantable  wresting  of  the  meaning 
of  terms,  a  cruel  j)ersecutiuu  was  carried  on  by  the 
court  against  the  followers  of  the  new  doctriues ;  many 
pious  and  learned  men,  who  would  have  been  protected 
in  their  own  country,  being  dragged  before  a  foreign 
tribunal,  and  condemned  to  death.  Among  the  most 
lamented  was  Engel  Morula,  an  aged  and  beloved 
pastor  of  Heenvliet,  who,  after  being  detained  two 
years  in  the  prison  of  Louvain,  was  condemned  to  the 
flames  at  Mens.  Happily,  he  died  as  he  was  uttering 
bis  last  prayer  before  the  stake,  and  thus  escaped  the 
cruehy  of  his  persecutors"". 

1  Begirt.  Tu  Adfiaii  rtai  to  Goea^  1M4,  bl.  2^— dS. 

■  Bnvdt't  Hk*.  der  Ret,  deel.  i.,  bL  212.  Aert  van  der  Goes,  U.  207. 
Album  van  der  Goes,  op*tjaar  1544^  U.  7 ;  bl.  18,  r,i ;  joar  1546, 
bl.O;  laM^bLdS. 
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1554      Not  content  \rith  trampling  tbe  priYilegeg  of  tiie 

people  uuder  foot,  the  court  made  strenuous  efforts  to 
obtain  possession  ot  the  ancient  charters  by  whidi  thej 
had  been  coniinnecL  Until  within  a  few  yeais  of  this 
time,  the  principal  of  these  documents  were  most 
unacGOunUbly  not  in  tho  possession  of  the  states  but 
scattered  abont  in  the  diffeient  towns ;  the  yerj  impair 
tant  one  "de  non  evocando"  for  instance,  was  kept  by 
the  goyemment  of  Delft ;  some  were  in  the  custody  of 
the  advocate;  others  in  the  registry  of  tile  oomrt  of 
Holland ;  while  there  were  some  remaiuing  even  in  the 
muniment  chamber  of  the  emperor  in  Brabant*  The 
states  in  the  year  1646  had  commanded  the  advocate 
of  Holland,  and  the  pensionaries  of  Delft  and  Levdeu, 
to  search  for^  and  collect  all  the  eharten  of  privilege 
throughout  the  county,  and  had  placed  them  in  the 
Dominican  monastery  at  the  Hague.  On  one  occasion 
William  Snoekaart»  a  commissioner  sent  by  the  empem 
for  the  ostensible  pur})ose  of  examininef  the  charters, 
endeavoured  to  persuade  the  prior  of  the  monastery  to 
open  for  him  the  chest  which  contained  them;  but  not 
being  able  to  prevail  with  him  to  do  so,  he  commanded 
him  from  the  emperor  to  keep  the  apartment  conataatlj 
closed,  and  to  let  no  one  enter,  threatening  that  himaelf 
and  the  whole  cloister  should  feel  the  cousequwccss 
the  sovereign's  displeasore  if  he  disobeyed.  The 
injunction  was  but  little  heeded;  and  some  of  tbe 
towns  having  been  ui  terwards  commanded  to  deliver 
their  charters  into  the  bands  of  the  proeurof^geMial* 
the  states  passed  an  unanimous  resolution,  that  they 
would  never  entrust  the  court  with  the  cniginal  char- 
ters of  the  country,  but»  wbra  occasion  feqnined* 
attested  copies  of  them  only  should  be  given ;  and 
ordered  the  advocate  of  Holland  to  see  that  they 
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were  carefully  preserved  in  a  strong  chest  with  six  Ij^j 

Tke  war  with  Franee,  which  had  now  emtinixed  for 

some  year»,  bad  so  exliausted  the  resources  of  both  the 
btlUlgmiit  powec%  that  hoetilitifio  were  but  alaoklf 
mnM  OA  during  this  campaign;  and  the  pkgue 
breaking  out  in  the  emperor  s  camp,  obliged  liiux  to 
ntlre  earijr  into  winter  quarten.  Among  the  inetima  to 
the  disease  perished  the  celebrated  Martin  van  Rossem, 
who,  since  the  surrender  of  Guelderlaud  bj  the  Duke 
of  Jnlifirs^  had  oonstantly  remafaied  in  the  aerviee  of 

the  emperors 

The  fiubsidiea  demanded  of  the  states  were  just  as 
hsa^  aa  if  the  war  had  been  pursued  with  the  greatest 
vigour.  Two  extraordinary  petitions  were  proposed, 
(m  payable  in  March  of  200,000  guUderii  and  another 
of  the  same  amoimt  in  September.  The  flmt  waa 
readily  granted,  but  no  small  difficulty  was  found  in 
jessing  the  depntifla  as  to  the  mode  of  levying  the 
htter.  Hearth  money,  they  said,  pressed  too  heavily 
ma  the  poorer  classeB :  a  land  tax  could  not  be  laid  on 
bf  reason  of  the  bad  eropi,  and  the  small  qnanti^  of 
turf  which  had  been  cut  daring  the  last  wet  summer; 
while  the  cessation  of  trade,  particularly  of  weaving, 
the  deaness  of  pronsions»  and  the  losses  sostained  by 
the  herring  fishery,  rendered  the  payment  of  a  house 
assessment  impossible.  They  concluded  with  an  en- 
treaty to  be  spared  further  petitions  in  **this  miserable 

yenr;"  but  the  whole  subsidy  ^vas  insisted  on,  and  tlioy 
gained  nothing  by  their  debates  but  a  delay  of  three 
months  in  its  deliveiy.  Tlie  nobles  and  deputies  of  the 
towns  at  tliis  time  judged  it  expedient  to  put  the  im- 

"  He^st.  van  Adrian  vtti  d«r  GoM,  op'tjatt  1646,  bh  d6 ;  164fi,  bh 
6;  1648,  M.  3,  7,  22. 
*  Heat,  Rer,  Auaty  lib.  xm.|  cap.  2d. 
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1£55  posts  iQ  general  upon  a  nev  and  omfonn  Ibotiiig.  Tkej 

had  hitherto  l)eeii  received  by  one  or  more  coUectois 
in  each  town,  in  whose  account h  many  irreguiaiatiei 
oeeumd:  the  duties  on  wine  and  beer,  for  inntanai^ 
had,  during  the  past  year,  yielded  no  more  than  20,()<)0 
ponds  (of  forty  groots).  The  states  considered,  there- 
fore, that  the  taxes  wouU  be  much  mone  aoenraltlf 
levied,  and  at  a  smaller  expense  to  the  county  if  thej 
were  publicly  let  out  to  iarni.  From  henceforward 
this  method  was  uniyersally  adopted,  and  followed  nntU 
so  late  a  period  as  1748  p. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  the  world  was  astonished 
by  the  declaration  of  the  emperor's  intratiott  to  resign 
all  his  yast  dominions,  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  a  cloister.  Historians  haye  bestowed  iafinilt 
pains  in  searching  for  the  motives  of  this  apparmtly 
extraordinary  resolution ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  it  is  rather 
from  the  rarity  than  the  improbability  of  such  m  ftsi 
that  it  excites  our  surprise.  With  respect  to  Charles 
especially,  it  is  not  difficult  to  suppose  that,  in  a  help- 
less condition  of  body,  (from  unceasing  attacks  of  the 
gout,)  ami  with  a  mind  enfeebled  by  long  disease,  em- 
barrassed at  once  by  a  war  with  France,  by  exhausted 
finances,  and  by  the  increasing  power  of  die  Proteelaiitt 
in  Germany,  he  should  be  desirous  that  the  sceptre 
dropping  from  his  now  relaxed  and  uerveless  hand 
should  be  held  with  a  firm  and  vigorous  grasp.  Added 
to  all  the  weiglity  political  reasons  which  are  generally 
supposed  to  influence  him,  may  have  been  one  more 
simple  and  natural. '  He  had,  very  many  )  ears  befove^ 
been  struck  with  the  situation  of  the  monastery  of  St. 
Justus,  near  Placentia  in  Spain,  and  it  is  not  impossible 
that  the  image  of  repose  presented  bj  the  peaceful 

9  Rcgbt.  van  Adrian  tvi  dear  Goes,  op'tjaar  IW,  Id* Sa— IS;  ISM^ 
bl.  12. 
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hmtj  of  thBt  retreat  may  have  often  recurred  to  his  155.1 
mind  iu  after  years  of  turtiioil  and  anxiety;  and,  joined 
to  tiiat  loTe  of  particular  places,  which  in  some  minds 
amouBts  aImo8t  to  a  passion,  may  have  produced  a 
loQging  desire  to  return  there  once  more,  as  to  a  haven 
of  test  in  his  latter  days.   It  is  certain  that  as  early  as 

the  year  1542,  lono^  before  the  existence  of  any  of  the 
causes  usually  adduced  for  his  abdication,  he  had 
declared  to  Don  Francis  de  Borgia,  duke  of  Gandia» 
Lis  intention  to  abaudou  the  world  as  soon  as  bis  son 
Philip  should  be  tit  to  govern^. 

l^e  ramoar  of  his  intention  excited  no  small 
tismay  in  the  Netherlands,  where  men  dreaded  the 
mignatioD  of  the  governess,  to  whose  rule  they  had, 
in  tike  eoiine  of  five  and  twenty  years  become  accus- 
tomed, and  the  accession  of  a  stranger,  ignorant  alike 
of  theur  langaagOi  habits,  and  constitution.  To  such 
SQ  extent  was  this  feeling  carried  in  Holland,  that  the 
states  commanded  the  deputies  whom  they  sent  to  the 
aMmbly  of  the  states  general  at  Brussels  to  keep 
back  tlieir  full  powers  until  those  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces had  been  produced,  so  that  they  might  be  able 
to  support  any  one  of  them  who  appeared  inclined  to 
withhold  their  consent  to  the  emperor's  abdications 

On  the  25th*  of  October,  the  day  appointed  for  the 
cmmony,  the  knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  the 
deputies  of  all  the  states  of  the  Netherlands  assembled 
at  Bmssels.   The  governess  Mary,  queen  dowager  of 

m 

1  Strada  de  Bello  Belg.,  lib.  i.,  p.  12,  IH. 

'  Regist.  van  Ad.  van  der  Goes,  op'tjaar  1655,  bl.  51. 

*  The  suiTpnder  was  nwle  on  the  25th,  but  the  oaths  to  the  new  sove- 
reign were  not  taken  by  the  states  of  the  several  provincis  until  the  26th 
and  following  days,  which  may  account  for  the  discrepancy  of  authors  as 
to  the  ])recis*>  tijne  of  the  resignation;  some  dating  it  from  the  day  of 
the  ^iirTcri (ier,  others  from  that  of  takiiig  tiie  oaths*  Regist.  vaa  Adiiua 
vttii  tier  Goes  op'tjaar  1555,  bl.  64,  66. 
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IB^  Hungary,  Mary»  daughter  of  the  ^pt^ror*  and  Maxi^ 
]Biliaa»  his  nephew,  were  likewise  pment  on  tbis  tolim 

occasion.     Philibert  of  Brussels,      member  of  the 
pouueii  of  state  of  the  Netberlwds,  baving  ep^iM 
biiimaiB  of  tbe  day,  by  deehring  the  puqiote  tow  wbWl 

they  were  gambled,  and  the  reasgus  \^hit]i  bad 

prompt^  die  emperor  to  adopt  tbia  re^elatipo,  iba 
emperor  rose,  supported  on  the  shoulder  of  tbe  Priaes 

of  Orange,  aud  iioiding  a  paper  to  assist  bis  memory, 

took  a  review  of  bis  paat  life ;  of  the  eampaigBa  b#  bs4 

conducted,  the  voyages  he  had  undertaken,  and  ths 
labours  and  fatigues  he  had  eudiired  for  the  ^ervice  of 
bis  8ul(|eots;  for  the  ssJce  of  whose  Welfiiie^  bie  seid^  ba 

now  substituted  a  brave  and  active  prince  in  the  place 
of  a  feeble  old  man,  sinkiag  fiuit  into  the  grave.  Afti^r 
the  eonelusion  of  bis  addieas  to  the  statei^  he  ft¥heitiid 
his  son  to  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude  he  owed  him  for 
thus  surrend^ng  of  bis  own  free  will  so  fieb  M  eie^ 
pire,  and  which  be  himself  had  greatly  augmented,  by 
testify iug  so  much  the  more  tenderness  and  care 
towards  bis  subjectSi  and  to  justify  tbe  eonftdeiiee 
bad  this  day  shown  in  him,  by  his  seal  for  tbe  laws, 
fights^  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  ibr  th#  mala- 
tenance  of  tbe  Catbolie  ftith.  Philip,  bending  m  one 
knee,  first  asked  and  received  his  father's  blessing: 
then  turning  towards  the  states,  besought  them,  on 
BCGOUttt  ot  his  inability  to  express  himself  ia  lbs 
French  language,  to  }ieniut  the  Bishop  of  *Vrras  to 
address  them  in  bis  wsae*  Th^  bishop  accordingly,  in 
an  eloquent  disvwHiise^  expatiated  upon  tbe  kang^s  grati- 
tude to  his  father  and  affection  for  his  subjects.  In 
conclusion,  tbe  Governess  Mai^,  resigning  th^  admi- 
nistratiott  of  the  Netherlands  whidi  she  had  now  held 
for  twenty-five  years,  took  leave  of  tbe  states  iu  a 
speech  replete  with  modesty  and  good  feeling.  She 

i 
i 
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had  oftea,  she  said,  during  the  long  oouna  of  her  15^ 

government,  besought  Ler  brother  to  take  off  her 
shoulders  4  burden  so  uuaiiited  to  her  feeble  an4 
inferior  understanding ;  but  that  he  had  sought  to  pro* 
a  remedy  for  her  defeetS|  by  placing  arouud  her 
men  of  aoupd  judgment,  and  well  akIUed  in  publie 

af&irs.  Her  faults  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  weak- 
ness of  iter  nature,  not  to  the  perveisioQ  of  her  will ; 
but  bad  her  ability  equalled  her  love  towards  her 
people,  she  should  h^\Q  uuiply  satisfied  the  emperor, 
and  the  Netheriaiida  would  have  heea  better  govpmed 
than  any  other  nation  of  the  earth  ;  the  little  good  she 
had  been  permitted  to  do  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
able  and  wise  men  who  bad  assisted  her.  She  finished 
by  exhorting  them  to  peace  and  uuaniniity,  and  to 
ohetf^eoce  ton^ude  God,  the  Chimh,  and  their  ppnoe$ 
deolaring  that,  to  the  end  of  her  life,  she  should  be 
ulvvayb  ready  to  devote  herself  to  the  advantage  of  the 

Netherlandeig,  either  genmlly  or  individually.  Her 

address  ^\as  answered  by  Jacob  van  der  jJklaas,  peup 
Mpnary  of  Amsterdai^,  on  the  part  of  the  states'. 

On  the  day  after  the  emperor's  resignation  the 
mutual  oaths  were  takeu  by  Phiiip  and  the  Btsim  pf 
Uolland ;  tbe  &rmer  swore  to  maintain  aU  the  privi- 
leges which  they  now  enjoyed,  including  those  granted 
or  confirmed  at  his  installation  a^  heir  ip  }549.  He 
aAimrards  renewed  the  promise  made  by  Charles  in 
the  month  of  May  preceding,  that  no  oijice  in  lloljand, 
except  that  of  stadtholder,  should  be  given  to  foreigom 
or  to  Netherlanders  of  those  provinces  in  which  Holr 
landers  were  excluded  from  pfiices.  In  the  January  of 
the  next  year  the  emperor  resigned  the  crown  of  Spain 
to  his  son,  reserving  only  an  annuity  of  100,000 
crowns,  and  on  the  7th  of  September  following,  having 

*  lit'ui.  Ktr.  Aust.,  lib.  idv.,  cup.  ],  2,  0. 
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1556  proceeded  to  Zealand  to  join  the  fleet  destined  to  carry 
him  to  Spain,  he  surrendered  the  imperial  dignity  to 
his  brother  Ferdinand.   The  Prince  of  Orange  ms 
commissioned  to  bear  the  crown  and  sceptre  to  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  an  office  which  he  executed  with 
extreme  relactancet.   Before  his  departore^  Chiuriei 
once  more  exiiorted  his  son  to  mnintain  the  Cathohc 
religion  in  its  puritj,  and  earnestly  besou^t  him  not  to 
allow  the  Netherlanders  to  be  oppressed  b  j  foreigners,  If 
he  would  not  plunge  the  country  into  all  the  miseries  of 
a  civil  war.   He  set  sail  on  the  15th  of  September  from 
Zeeburg,  or  Rammekens  in  Zealand,  accompanied  by 
his  sisters  Mary,  and  Eleanor,  queen-dowager  of  ranee, 
and  after  a  short  and  prosperous  Toyage  landed  at 
Laredo  in  I3iscay.    Thence  he  proceeded  to  Burgos, 
where  he  was  delayed  for  some  time  by  want  of  money, 
and  took  up  his  final  abode  in  the  cloister  of  St.  Jnst^ 
near  Piaccnza.    In  tliis  retreat  he  spent  his  time 
chietiy  in  prayer^  reading,  and  religious  exercises, 
passing  his  hours  of  recreation  in  making  watches  and 
other  mechanical  ^vorks,  in  planting,  and  riding.  Iti 
this  manner  he  lived  about  two  years^  when  a  fever 
carried  him  to  the  grave  on  the  2l8t  of  August,  19681 
His  death  was  followed  by  that  of  his  sister  Mary,  the 
late  governess,  three  weeks  after,  at  Genoa,  on  her  way 
to  the  Netheriands^. 

The  emperor  had,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  borne  so 
little  personal  share  in  the  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands, that  his  abdication  was  to  tliem  of  little  more 
importance  than  that  it  entailed  the  resignation  of  the 
^  Governess  Mary.  When  he  did  mingle  in  their  affiurs  it 

*  Reo-ist.  van  Adrian  van  der  Goe«^,  b1.  54,  55.  Heut.  Rer.  Ailii*,  Ubi 
xiv.,  C4i|>.  f*.    Bor.  Auttlien.  Stukken,  dwl  ii.,  bl.  71. 

"  UiiuL  iinr,  Aust.,  lib.  xiv.,  cap.  6.  Stroda  de  Bello  Iklgico,  dec.  if 
lit.    p.  7* 
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vmstgin  general,  not  greatly  to  their  advantage;  hb  seTere  1556 

edicts  against  the  llefoririers  were  no  less  repugnant  to 
the  toiennt  q>irit  of  the  people  than  his  perpetual 
ynm  were  to  their  indnstrions  and  frugal  habits ;  on  a 
few  occasions  he  did,  indeed,  remedy  some  grievances 
peenliarly  obnoxionB,  and  restore  some  privileges  on 
which  the  popular  mind  was  finnly  bent  ;  hut  this  was 
doud  rarely  and  unwillingly,  and. only,  in  return  fur 
hberty,  to  extort  enormous  subsidies.  By  the  addition, 
however,  of  Utrecht,  Friezland,  and  Guelderland,  during 
his  r^'gn,  the  Netherlands  increased  much  in  strength 
snd  consideration. 

The  governess,  Mary,  to  whom  be  entrusted  the 
esre  of  this  part  of  his  dominions,  during  so  long  a 
period,  was  a  princess  of  considerable  address,  takmt, 
and  spirit.  She  wanted  neither  judgment  to  discem» 
nor  indination  to  protect,  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  people  she  governed,  though  she  sometimes  lost 
sight  of  them  in  her  eagerness  to  fill  her  own  and  the 
emperor's  coffers.  An  enemy  to  religious  persecution, 
she  never  heartily  concurred  in  carrying  the  penal 
edicts  into  elDfect.  We  have  seen  that,  by  her  influence^ 
the  emperor  was  induced  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  the 
inquisition  at  Antwerp,  and  she  maniiested,  at  all 
tnaes,  so  much  tolerance  towards  the  Reformers,  that 
she  was  accused  by  Pope  Paul  III.,  to  the  emperor,  of 
lavonring»  and  even  holding  a  secret  understanding 
with  them^.  On  the  other  hand,  she  was  inclined  to 
strain  the  sovereign  prerogative  far  beyond  its  utmost 
limits^  and  to  treat  the  privileges  of  the  people  with 
levity  and  indifference.  Yet  the  compari.sou  of  her 
government  with  the  misrule^  tyranny,  and  sufierings 
of  after  years,  caused  the  Netherlanders  to  look  back 
to  her  memory  with  regret  and  affection. 

*  Bmndi's  Hiat  der  Bef.,  bMk  ^  bl.  61. 
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G  B(^fore  WG  enter  upon  the  scene  of  tumult,  blood- 
shed,  aud  sorrow,  prepared  for  the  pen  of  the  historian, 
it  may  hot  be  Uninteresting  to  bestow  a  glatice  oib  tlis 
Netherlanders,  as  they  ate  depicted  by  a  diligent  and 
enlightened  foreigner  (Lotiis  Quicciardini),  resident  for 
inany  years  ainong  thent,  whose  obserrlkticteis  weis 
collected  about  this  time,  and  published  before  the 
cominencement  of  the  civil  war.  From  him  we  learn, 
that  Hollafid,  within  a  d[r<nunferenee  of  sixty  leagues, 
contained  twenty-nine  strong- walled  cities,  numerous 
smaller  oUes,  and  400  Tillages,  tinder  whieh  denomiluh 
tlon  the  Hagne  is  inclnded.  "This  little  comer  of  the 
earth,"  he  says,  "  abounds  with  people,  with  riches  and 
virtue,  And  eTer^bing  that  the  heart  of  man  can 
desire.  Not  the  most  minute  portion  of  the  land  is 
without  its  production;  even  the  sand  hills  afford  food 
and  sheltet  to  Tast  quantities  of  rabbits,  esteemed  for 
their  delicate  flavour ;  and  on  every  creek  of  the  sea 
are  to  be  found  incredible  numbers  of  wat^-fowl  and 

r 

tBeir  eggs,  both  of  which  form  a  Talihtble  article  ef 

export  to  the  Belgic  j)rovinces^."  The  inhabitants  are 
described  as  brave,  active,  and  industrious ;  devoted  to 
fi^edom,  but  fidthful  and  obedient  subjects  i  not  protie 
either  to  anger,  insolence,  or  envy;  humane,  l^euevolent, 
find  afiable ;  lively  and  bcetious,  but  sometimes  lather 
licentious  in  their  jests ;  greatly  addicted  to  feasting 
and  drunkenness*;  upright  and  sincere,  but  greedy  of 

«  QaMan&ii  Bdg.       tin.     p.  M. 


♦  Before  the  etid  of  this  century,  they  infected  the  English^  nnhApplly, 
with  the  same  degrading  vice,  and  tlie  consequences  of  their  pernicious 

example  are  felt  perhaps  even  to  tlio  present  time.  Camden,  in  his 
History  of  the  Reign  of  Qifon  Elizabeth,  tolle  ii<5,  tliat  "the  FrvjTMi 
whOf  of  all  the  northern  MjttioTT',  had  been  the  Ttioderatest  drink  r-, 
and  mOi^t  commended  for  tlieir  sobriety,  learned  in  liie  Netherland  >var> 
first  to  drown  themselves  with  immoderate  drinking,  and  b^'  drinking 
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gjrfnj  euriouB  afk^  notelty,  and  excessively  credulous;  1556 
ratiier  given  to  conceit  atid  loquacity;  unmindful  of 
benetito*  boit  equally  fotgeiful  of  iajurie0»  and  temark^ 
ably  placable.  Fond  of  learning  and  the  arts,  they 
eouU  boast  of  a  great  number  ot  learned  and  scientilio 
tten  among  them,  and  deveral  authora  of  oelebritj; 

most  of  the  people  were  acquainted  with  the  rudiments 
of  grammar,  and  even  the  peasants  were  able  to  read 
and  write  well  Many  of  the  niMm  living  a  tetired 
life,  applied  themselves  wholly  to  literature ;  the  rest 
of  the  inhabitants  being  chiefly  occajHed  in  merchan- 
dise, tillage,  iiayigation,  and  ilshiilg'.  The  women, 
gifted  with  extraordinary  beauty  of  sliape  and  cuunte- 
nance,  were  remarkable  for  their  chastity  and  purity, 
but  in  no  degree  timid,  shy,  or  reserred;  they  were 
accustomed  to  enjoy  a  great  share  of  liberty,  and  to 
walk  or  trsYel  alone^  in  confidence  atid  security;  they 
mingled  in  all  the  active  business  of  life,  such  as  buying 
and  selling,  so  muclx  so,  that  the  men  usually  left  the 
Whole  management  of  their  property  and  aflUra  to 
their  wiTe«i,  which,  as  the  autlior  observes,  with  more 
firankness  than  gallantry,  must  increase  their  natural 
lore  of  domineering  and  grumbling,  and,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  makes  them  imperious  and  capricious."  The 
dress  of  both  sexes  was  commodious  and  elegant;  the 
abundance,  beauty,  and  cleanliness  of  their  Airfiilui^ 
the  quantity  of  silver*  and  brass,  of  tapestry,  paintings, 
and  fine  linen,  was  such  as  could  not  be  met  with  la 
auy  other  country  of  the  world.   Guieciardku  informs 

«  Guicfifirdiui  Belg.  Des.,  torn,  i.,  p.  57,  58 ;  torn,  ii.,  p.  140*  Eras- 
Um  ad.Adagium   Auris  Batnvn.*' 

others'  healths  to  impair  tlieir  own.  And  ever  hiiice  tlie  vice  of  drunken- 
neas  hath  so  diffused  itnelf  over  the  whole  nation,  that  in  otir  dajs,  hnl 
it  was  fain  to  l)e  restrained  hy  severe  laws." — Book  iii.,  p.  203. 

*  The  table  beryice  of  the  weftlthv  1  ui  i^lu  rs  sometimes  GODsbted  en- 
toel/  of  sUver. — Velius  lloorn,  bl.  ii.,  [>.  112. 
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1556  us  further,  that  the  purveyors  of  the  emperor,  Charles 
who  bad  opportunities  of  minute  observation  in  nevly 
every  nation  of  Europe,  told  him,  that  none  eoold  be 
compared  with  Holland  for  the  excellence,  of  it8  private 
houses^  innsf,  warehouses,  and  shops;  for  the  sice  aiid 
construction  of  its  vessels;  and  for  the  skill  of  the 
people  in  the  cultivation  of  their  arable  and  meadow 
bindsT. 

Among  the  many  virtues  which  distinpfuished  the 
Netherlanders,  was  a  judicious  and  humane  care  of 
their  poor,  which  would  seem  to  belong  to  a  warn 
advanced  state  of  civilization  tlian  even  tliat  which 
they  then  enjoyed.   Hospitals,  provided  with  eveiy 
necessary  and  comfort,  were  always  open  to  the  nkk 
and  aged.    Besides  these;  were  establishments  ("pre* 
Tenbnysen»*')  in  which  old  persons^  by  payment  of  a 
certain  sum,  secured  for  themseWes  lodging  and  sub- 
sistence during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Persons 
of  weidth  and  respectability  were  appointed  in  each 
town,  whose  office  was  biennial,  to  receiye  alms  in  the 
churches  and  principal  places  of  resort,  and  to  admi- 
nister, according  to  their  discretion,  the  funds  thus  ; 
collected,  added  to  a  small  yearly  census  on  the  popula-  • 
t^ion^  and  the  bequests  of  the  charitable.    Under  their  | 
direction^  the  poor,  not  only  in  the  hospitals  and  | 
eleemosynary  institutions,  but  also  at  their  own  houses, 
were  so  abundantly  supplied,  that  they  were  under  no  I 
necessity  to  beg,  which  they  were  forbidden  to  da, 
except  during  stated  hours  on  saints'  days  or  ho!jdav.s. 
.   The  children  of  such  as  were  too  poor  to  support  them, 
were  brought  up  until  a  certain  age  at  the  public 
expense,  under  the  ins])(  (  tion  of  the  bursfom asters, 
who  bound  them  apprentices  to  some  trade  or  manufao- 

r  Guiccianl.  Btjlg.  Des.,  torn,  i.,  p.  68,  50;  torn,  ii.,  p.  145,  346.  Lett, 
of  Aloysiufi  MarliaQus,  quoted  in  Boxhom'b  llieatrum  UrU  HoU^,  p.  48. 
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tare,  %»i  thej  fleldom  failed  to  reward  the  care  thus  1556 

taken  of  them  by  their  country,  by  becoming  worthy 
and  indastrions  members  of  society.   In  times  of 

scarcity,  the  govenuneiits  of  the  towns  gave  a  loaf  of 
bread,  generally  of  about  hve  pounds'  weighty  weekly, 
to  eyery  one  who  needed  iU  whether  natiye  or  foreigner. 
Except  on  such  occasions*  indeed,  the  poor  requiring 
alms  were  principally  confined  to  the  sick,  maimed, 
and  aged,  since  the  varied  and  extensive  demands  for 
labour,  and  the  industrious  and  careful  habits  oi  the 
working  classes,  enabled  them  generally  to  support 
themselves  in  plenty  and  independence*. 

tiuch  were  the  useful  and  inofiensiTe  people  whom 
oppression  goaded  to  frenzy;  such  the  haj^py  land, 
whose  sons  were  driven  by  persecution  in  thousands 
btaa  Iter  sbims. 

*  Ouicciardiui,  BeJg.  Dcs^  Uan.  L,  p.  170.  Boxborn,  Tbcot.  Urb.  lioL, 
p.  49. 


Digitized  by  Google 


490 


CUAPXEB  YII. 

Astembliet  of  the  Slntes.  Trxr*^  with  France.  Reneic^l  of  iJic.  War* 
BaUle  of9t,  Quentin.  Heductum  of  Calais  by  the  Duke  of  Guise. 
BMe     Cfr49dit^.   Pme9.  PhU^  tolieUi  ike  ene^  ^ 

(Hk9r  eaukm  ^Dlmtisfneiwn  mnun^  tMi  NtAtrkmien.  Philip  i 
intended  departure  for  Spam*  Appoinimmt  of  Margaret  y  Dmkm 

of  Parma,  as  Gorcnie^s  of  the  Netherlands,  Philip  sets  sail  from 
Flushing.  Council  of  State.  Author itp  pogsesscd  hi/  the  Cardinal 
of  Grant cUc.  Discontents  of  the  Nnhlr:^  ami  People.  Granrdh 
retires.  Affairs  conducted  by  the  Prince  (f  Orange  and  his  Ad- 
herents, Effili  of  their  Administration,  Mgmond's  Embasstf  U) 
Spain*  Decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  et^oreed.  Inquisition 
and  pmal  Edicti*  Femuni  m  the  N^herkmd$.  Cmi^tedtracff  of 
NMet*  TkB  ^Oueux"  Sehme  fintr  modmnUiff  ike  pmal 
EHeto*  Embassy  of  Bergen  mid  Montigng  to  Spain*  PMk 
Preachings  of  tlie  Reformers.  Iconoclasts,  Effect  of  th^r  Out- 
rages on  the  Mind  of  the  Governess ,  and  of  the  King.  Margaret 
temporizes.  Intercepted  Letters  to  her.  Meeting  of  the  dbcon- 
tetiled  Nobles,  Their  difference  of  Opinion.  Margaret  makes 
tue  of  it  ta  dissolve  the  Cor^xhracy*  Hot  Success,  Renewal  of 
Sannties  against  th$  Reformers,  Mafgaret  takot  np  Amu. 
SUi^o  ^  VaUneionwoM  Dodim  of  the  popular  Party*  IHmokm 
hoHoom  OranffO  and  Ejgmond.  J^oatofthooonfiieratoTroopoat 
OoHerwel.  Surrender  qf  Valendennei*  Bumaur  of  the  Duke 
of  Alvoto  Men^  into  ike  NMerlando,  AhoUHon  of  ih»  B^vrmei 
Worship.  Flight  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Aha  embarks  from 
Spain.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Bergen^  General  Desertion  of 
the  Net/terlands* 

Whatever  forboding  suspicions  the  Dutch  migiit 
have  entertained  of  the  ultimate  designs  of  their  yomig 
soyereign — ^whatever  secret  mistrust  of  the  rectitude 
of  his  principles  of  gOTernment,  they  allowed  none  of 
these  feelings  to  appear.  An  assembly  of  the  states 
hehv^  held  soon  after  his  accession,  by  Emmanuel 
Philibert,  duke  of  Savoy,  whom  he  liad  appointed 
Governor-general  of  the  Netherlandsf,  the  demand  of 
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200,000  g^iuMers,  which  iu  the  early  part  of  the  yeaf 
had  been  met  with  so  many  complaints  of  poverty  and 
was  renewed;  and  although  the  same  difficnl- 
ti^  continued  unabated,  and  that  it  appeared  neces- 
saiy  in  order  to  raise  the  required  sum,  to  impose  a 
rloty  upon  nearly  every  article  of  raw  ]>roduce  exj)orted 
from  Holland,  the  deputies  readily  consented  to  the 
whole  sntn  asked  of  them^ 

A  frebii  demand  made  on  the  part  of  the  king  iu 
Ihe  next  year,  first  aroused  the  spirit  of  opposition 
nnfainst  him.  It  was  proposed  to  the  statei?!,  that  a  IfiSU 
hundredth  should  be  paid  on  immoveable  property,  and 
a  fiftieth  of  merchants*  profits.  The  deputies  of  the 
.tiae»  of  Holland,  having  ascert^iined  tbat  those  of 
Flanders  and  Brabant  had  determined  to  resist  the 
impositicm  of  a  similar  tax,  deelarecl  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  it  into  eflect  in  Holland,  as  well  on 
accmmt  of  the  expense  of  collection,  as  the  probability 
there  was  that  men  would  take  false  oaths  as  to  the 
amount  of  their  incomes,  and  the  oppression  it  would 
cause  to  the  poorer  classes.  Finding  them  obstinate 
in  their  refusal,  the  king  agreed  to  accept  a  petition  of 
300,000  guilders  in  lieu  of  the  hundredth  and  fiftieth 

There  appeared  the  less  occasion  for  these  extras 
ordinary  burdens,  as  a  truce  with  the  King  of  France 
was  concluded  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  under  the 
mediation  of  Cardinal  Pole,  ambassador  from  Eiif»;land 
to  that  court,  it  was  again  broken,  however,  at  the 
end  of  a  few  months^  hy  the  interference  of  Pope 
Paul  IV.,  who,  aggrieved  that  Henry  should  have 
treated  without  making  him  a  party  to  the  negotiations, 

'  Adrian  van  der  Goes,  Rcglst.  op'tjjuir  1 '>.")5,  bl.  69 — 07.  From  the 
ll^t  f  f  nrtiflf^  fn  !ie  taxed,  it  ni>jieurs  lliat  Holland  was  in  tlie  habit  of 
exporting  turf,  butter,  clieeM>,  hui-ses,  kine,  salt,  fresh  aad  dhod  fiiill, 
i^bbit^,  fowl,  and  crayons.    Idtin,  01, 62. 

^  Admii  Yaa  der  Uoes,        hi.  8— 11>  23— GU. 
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and  yet  not  venturing  openly  to  etow  bis  diaoontent^ 

gent  tbe  Cardinal  Caraffa  as  his  legate  to  Fiance,  for 
tlie  purpose  of  effecting  its  rupture.  By  flattermg 
Henry  vith  the  present  of  the  consecrated  sword*  as 
Defender  of  tbe  Catholic  Church,  and  by  exciting  bis 
fears  lest  Spain,  now  that  she  was  secure  on  the  side 
of  France^  should  employ  the  whole  force  of  her  aims 
in  tbe  conquest  of  Italy,  the  cardinal  succeeded  in 
persuading  him  to  violate  his  engagements ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, without  any  previous  declaration  of  war,  the 
1557  king  sent  the  Dtike  of  Guise  with  a  powerful  army 
into  Piedmont^  while  hostilities  were  conunenoed  in 
the  Netherlands  by  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  surprise 
Douay^ 

Philip  was  no  sooner  aware  of  the  designs  of  France^ 
than  he  repaired  to  England,  where  he  prevailed  upon 

the  queen,  over  whose  actions  iter  fondness  for  his 
person  gave  him  entire  control,  to  dedare  war  against 
Henry.  He  likewise  assembled  in  the  Netherlands  s 
body  of  35,000  foot  and  12,000  horse,  whom  he  placed 
under  the  command  of  £mmanuel  of  Savoy,  governor- 
general  of  tbe  Netherlands;  and  taking  advantage  of 
the  circumstance,  that  France,  by  the  expedition  to 
Italy,  was  lefk  destitute  of  the  greater  portion  of  her 
veteiciii  troops,  be  ordered  his  general  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  boundary,  by  laying  siege  to  St 
Quentin,  where  his  army  was  joined  by  3000  Englisbi 
under  the  Count  of  Pembroke,  and  tbe  Lords  Cb'nton 
and  Grey.  The  town  being  slenderly  garrisone^l, 
Coligny,  admiral  of  France,  succeeded  with  some  difr 
culty  in  efl'ecting  an  entry  with  a  small  reinforcement 
of  troops»  which  enabled  it  to  sustain  the  siege,  until 
the  Constable  Montmorend  could  advance  to  its  lelief 
at  tho  head  of  fifteen  regiments  of  French  and  twenty- 
•  ThoAinu,  lib.  xvii.ycap,  4»  7 ;  liK  xviii.,  cap.  1, 2. 
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two  of  German  infantry.  Montmoreuciy  on  his  ap-  1557 
proacli,  found  tliat  the  Netherland  commander  had 
drawn  out  his  forces  before  the  ^v;Llls  of  St.  Quentiii,  Aug;, 
in  readiness  to  give  liim  battle,  2000  of  his  troops 
having  taken  their  post  at  a  mill  somewhat  in  advance 
of  the  main  anny.  The  engagement  commencing 
with  these,  they  were  driven  back  with  considerable 
slaughter,  when  Lamoral,  count  of  Egmond,  at  the 
head  of  the  Netherland  horse,  made  a  siuUlen  attack 
on  the  enemy's  flank,  which  caused  them  to  waver; 
perceiving  this^  the  Counts  of  Mansfeldt,  Hoogstradt, 
and  Lalain  assaulted  them  in  front  with  such  impe- 
tuosity, that  their  ranks  were  speedily  broken:  the 
flight,  begun  by  the  servants  of  the  camp,  soon  became 
universal  among  tlie  cavalry;  tlie  infantry,  however, 
continued  the  fight  during  nearly  four  hours  longer, 
bat  were  at  length  nearly  all  disabled :  2500  of  the 
French  were  killed,  among  whom  were  John  of  Bour* 
bon,  brother  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  several  others 
of  the  must  illustrious  nobility;  and  the  whole  of  the 
artillery  and  baggage,  together  with  an  immense  num- 
ber of  prisoners  taken 

Amazement  and  consternation  spread  through  the 
French  court  at  the  news  of  this  fatal  defeat.  An 
immediate  advance  upon  Paris  was  regarded  as  its 
inevitable  consequence,  and  Henry  began  to  make 
hasty  preparations  for  the  expected  siege ;  but  happily 
fbr  France,  and  perhaps,  in  the  result,  for  himself  also, 
Philip  was  satisfied  to  follow  up  his  victory  by  the 
capture  of  St.  Quentin,  Ham,  and  Chastelet^  which 
gave  the  king  time  to  recal  the  Duke  of  Guise,  with 
2000  choice  troops,  from  Italy.  After  his  departure, 
Pope  Paul,  deserting  the  ally  who  had  involved  himself 
in  the  war  solely  at  his  instigation,  concluded  a  sepa- 

*  Thmaaa,  lib.  xU.,  cap.  9, 10. 
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I5b7  rate  peace  with  Philip,  of  which  the  renmidftlicm  of  the 
ftUiauce  with  Henry  wa&  made  the  piiufL^ipal  couditiou<^. 

Gaise,  <m  bis  return  to  Ffencey  was  niade  Ueat^ 
nant-general  of  the  kingdom  in  the  room  of  Montino* 
renci,  who  bad  been  taken  pi  isduer  at  the  battle  pf  ^ 
Quentioy  and  to  the  remnant  of  the  armj  jiacBd  under 
his  command  were  added  besides  a  new  levy  of  4000 
Swiss,  a  number  of  German  mercenaries,  whose  term 
of  eervioe  with  the  King  of  Spaia  having  expiied,  west 

over  to  the  i  i  c  iieh  camp. 

Despairing  of  being  able  to  recover  the  plaoaa  Jaiel; 
eaptured,  which  had  been  carefully  fortified  aad  pro- 
visioned under  the  personal  inspection  of  Philip,  Gam 
Jao^uiarched  toward  Calai%  v/hkk  he  puiat^ed  ^fter  a 
1658  ^'^^^  aeven  days*   Gaines,  also,  another  towa 

possessed  by  the  £ngliit>li,  capitulated  npou  the  hring  of  ' 
a  few  ahoteu   Having  restored  courage  to  the  Fw&iA 
soldiers  by  tliese  successes,  he  invaded  the  d^ahy  rf 
Luxemburg,  and  took  possession  of  ThionviU^^^ 

Meaawhile,  the  Sieur  de  Thenpes^  wbom  he  had 
left  in  command  of  Calais,  marched  with  a  force  of 
about  14,000  btrong  into  Flanders,  and  })a£8ing 
GmveliDguea,  surprised  and  plundered  Dunkirk.  Here 
lie  halted,  expecting  to  be  joined  l>y  the  main  aruij 
for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  conquest  of  Flanders. 
Guise,  however,  remaining  unaecouutabljr  insetive  is 
Luxemburg,  during  a  period  of  seventeen  days  afut 
the  capture  of  Tbiouv^Ue,  gave  the  Count  of  £gsiei^ 
time  to  collect  troops  out  of  the  diflSeiepi^  gpirisops  to 

*  ThnaDUfl^  lib.  xix.,  cfip.  11,  Pont.  Ueut.  Ee^,  Aust.,  Uh,  vr-, 
cap.  *3. 

'  71iuuuu«,  lib.  xix.,  cap.  13, 14  ;  lib.  tlsl.,  cap.  2, 12, 

•  It  is  said  that  a  great  number  of  persons  within  the  walls,  belDg 
convpied  by  French  gold,  he  had  been  informed  tluit  but  slight  mM* 
ance  would  be  offered.  Foot.  Heut.  Eer.  Aust.,  lib,  xv.,  c.q>.  4. 
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llw  Rmnbw  of  12,000  infiintry,  and  3000  cavalry.  1558 
W  jtU  these  ha  advanced  by  rapid  marches  towArds 
Omkirk,  wben  Tli0rmeB  retiMled  to  Gravelinguai^ 

iatending  to  peturn  if  possible  to  Calai<.  lk'iii<>;  ovejrf 
tnkeu  by  Egmoud,  who  bad  left  bis  artiUarjr  bf^Uiod^ 
tliat        celerity  of  his  noTonentai  might  out  ha 

impeded,  be  perceived  that  no  resource  was  left  to 
Idmw  but  to  cooie  to  $l  regular  enga^oiuQut.  tie  tbet e» 
Are  toek  up  M  9dvimtagaou«  posiiim  nearOnTOliBfiiM^ 
with  the  river  Aa  on  bis  right,  and  the  sea  in  bis  iveari 
md  pI«oi^  tbe  h«ggaige  aod  waggons  on  his  ldft»  with 
the  artillery  in  froalt  awaited  the  attaek  of  EgmoBiPs 
tfoops,  Tb^  van  of  tbe  French  army  was  occupied  by 
mm»  legtaeirts  of  Gaaaons^  who  steadily  withstood  tiub 
assault  of  the  Natherlanders,  and  even  threw  them 
into  some  embarrassment  by  the  fire  of  the  artillerj, 
tbe  gpsoaral's  horse  being  killed  under  him*  Undaunted 

at  tLib  reception,  and  confident  in  his  somewliat  superior 
numbers,  jCgmosid  oommanded  his  soldiers  to  elose 
wi^  tb$  'OBemjr,  Umsdf  leading  the  <Aarge.  Thejr 
fought  hand  to  hand  for  several  hourii^ — ^the  Nether* 
leaders  animated  by  the  example  and  exhortations  of 
tiieiF  leader;  the  Frenefa  eimscious  Aat  in  vietery  lay 
iheir  only  hope  of  safety-^aud  the  issue  of  the  content 
iWeared  still  donbtlul,  whea  too  English  yessel% 
having  by  a  mere  ebtiiee  entofed  the  river  Aa,  attaeked 
tbe  iattor  on  tbie  right  flank,  where  they  deemed  tbenir 
aeWea  secme*  Tbe  ea'valry  was  instantly  thrown  into 
utter  confusion,  which  soon  extended  itself  to  the 
infantry;  1500  were  slain;  pumber^  perished  in  their 
flight  by  the  hands  of  the  peasants,  or  were  drowned 
ill  the  Aa;  nLout  3000  were  made  prisonejs,  and  L^UO 
taken  by  tbe  English,  and  carried  home  as  trophies  of 
the  lUspoTy^p 

*  '  Thuanufl^  Ub.  tol.,  cap.  14, 
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1558  Upon  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  Goise  repaited 
in  all  haste  to  Plerrepoint,  a  town  situated  uu  the 
confines  of  Picardy  and  Champagne^  conVenient  alike 
for  collecting  his  forces,  and  for  holding  himself  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  in  wliatever 
direotion  it  might  be  made.  The  King  of  France 
afterwards  taking  the  command  of  the  ariny  in  person, 
Philip  likewise  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  the  two  armies  encamped  within  a  short 
distance  of  each  other  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Autii. 
Both  being  strongly  entrenched,  neither  ventured  to 
risk  an  assault  on  the  enemy's  camp,  and  the  presence 
of  these  two  powerful  monarchs  in  the  field,  was  sig- 
nalised by  nothing  further  than  a  few  nnimportaiit 
skirmishes.  Their  vicinity,  however,  gave  occasion  to 
mutual  overtures  for  an  accommodation^ 

The  negociations,  opened  at  Sercamp  by  the  am- 
bassadors of  France,  Spain,  and  England*,  were  delayed 
for  some  time,  first  by  the  determination  of  the  EngiiBh 
to  insist  upon  the  restoration  of  Calais  as  an  indispen- 
sable condition,  and  afterwards  by  the  deatli  of  their 
queen,  Mary.    Her  successor,  Elizabeth,  having  made 

1550  a  separate  treaty  with  France,  whereby  Calais  was  to 
remain  in  tlic  hands  of  the  king  for  eight  years,  after 
which  he  was  either  to  restore  it,  or  pay  lijigland 
600,000  Cfown9»  no  further  obstacle  remained  to  a 
peace  between  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  uhic  h 
was  therefore  concluded  on  the  3rd  of  April.  It  was 
agreed,  that  both  parties  should  restore  all  the  eon- 

^  Thiia&ii%  Ub.  zx.,  cap.  17. 

•  On  the  part  of  France  there  appeared  the  Cardinal  of  Lomiine  Iti 
tlie  Constable  Montmorenci ;  from  Philip,  the  Duke  of  Alva  and  ifci 
Prince  of  Orange ;  and  from  the  court  of  England  were  sent,  Thurlby, 
biahop  of  Ely,  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  aad  Wotton,  archbishop  uf 
York. 
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qoesta  they  had  made  Bince  the  year  1551;  thatiodd 
Philip  should  marry  Elizabetli,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Kiii^  of  France,  aud  that  Margaret*  sister  of  HeDiy* 
should  be^ven  in  marriage  to  Emmanuel  Philibert  of 

Savoy 

Tiiifi  peace  was  less  acceptable  to  the  Netherlander 
than  it  would  odierwifle  have  been,  since  the  report 

was  geiieraiiy  believed,  and  not  witliout  foundatioD, 
that  it  had  been  brought  about  by  the  intervention  of 
the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  and  Anthony  Penenot  de 
Granveile,  bishop  of  Arras,  in  order  that  both  sove- 
reigna  might  be  left  at  liberty  to  employ  their  whole 
power  against  the  Reformers.  The  King  of  Fmijco 
himself,  indeed,  bad  incautiously  discovered  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange  (ambassador  on  the  part  of  Philip), 
oil  an  occasion  while  hunting,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  King  of  Spain  to  unite  his  arms  with  those  of 
France,  if  necessary,  to  exliipate  the  heretical  sects  in 
their  respective  dominions^.  If  the  opiuion,  that  the 
ultimate  design  of  the  two  monarchs  M'as  tlie  destruc- 
tiou  ol  the  reformed  religion,  wanted  confirmation,  it 
was  given  by  the  first  step  which  Philip  took  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty.  This  was  to  solicit  from  the 
pope,  Paul  IV.,  the  erection  of  fourteen  new  bishoprics 
in  the  Netherlands,  to  provide,  as  he  alleged,  for  the 
spiritual  wants  of  an  iucicased  population,  and  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  heresy.  Paul,  anxious  at  once  to 
gratify  Philip,  and  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
church  against  the  heretics,  readily  gi-anted  a  bull  to 
this  effect,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  his  suc- 
cessor Pius  IV.  But  although  the  king  declared  that 
Philip  the  Good  had,  more  than  a  hundred  years  before 

*  Thiiaiiiu,  lib.  XX.,  cap.  20, 21  •  Rymet's  Fceden,  torn,  xv^  p.  107. 
Becneil  des  Trait  's  de  Leonard,  torn*  ii*,'p« 
^  Thnaniu,  Ub,'zzii.,  cap.  6. 

VOL.  L  2  K 
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1559  entertained  the  design  of  increasing  the  number  of 
bishops  irom  a  conviction  of  its  necessity,  and  had 
rucommeuded  it  on  Lis  deathbed  to  bis  son  CharleSi 
who  was  only  prevented  from  executing  it  by  the  mnl* 
tipiicity  of  his  other  affiiirs — and  that  the  emperor,  his 
owu  father,  had  made  it  the  most  especial  of  his  admo- 
nitions to  him  on  Ids  resignation*-^e  found  ii  inpiMiible 
to  reconcile  the  minds  of  any  class  of  persons  to  the 
measure*.  It  was  odious  to  the  dergy,  since  the  reve* 
nues  of  the  new  sees  wcM  to  bd  created  by  alienating 

the  funds  of  the  old  foimdations  and  abbevs ;  to  the 
nobles,  in  those  provinces  where  the  clergy  formed  an 
estate»  because  as  the  bishops  would  be  summoned  to 
the  assc  ui lilies  of  the  states  in  place  of  the  abbots, 
their  superior  power  and  dignity  would  tend  to  lessen 
their  own  authority,  and  being  appointed  by  the  king« 
they  would  form  a  body  M'holly  subservient  to  Spanish 
interests ;  while  the  people  held  a  firm  conviction^  that 
the  sole  purpose  for  which  the  new  bishopll  were  insti^ 
tuted,  was  to  increase  and  support  the  power  of  the 
inquisition ;  a  conviction  rendered  still  stronger  by  the 
fact,  that  each  bishop  was  empowered  to  appoint  nine 
prebendaries  in  his  cathedral  to  assist  the  inquisition 
in  the  execution  of  its  duties,  two  6f  their  number 
beino-  themselves  inquisitors "\ 

The  very  name  of  this  tribunal  had  now  become  an 
object  of  horror  and  loathings  to  men  of  ail  ranks  and 
opinions.  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant.  No  less  than 
50,000  industrious  and  peaceful  citLeens  had  perished 
in  the  Nedierlands  alone,  from  the  effects  of  it,  in 
conjunction  with  the  penal  edicts  during  the  last 

1  StiBda  de  Bello  Bdgioo,  dec.  1^  lib.  p.  22,  2a  Mind  ]Xp, 
torn,  iiii,  IK  523. 

-  Strada  de  B«I,  Belg%,  dec  i.,  lib*  il.,  37*  Mdmn  Kcd«i*  Hkt» 
boek  ii.,  fol.  SI. 


Digiiized  by  Google 


VHILW  IIU 


feign*;  and  its  activity  continued  rather  to  increase  1559 
than  abate,  although  its  oflcers  were  for  the  most  part 

obliged  to  seize  on  suspected  persons  secretly,  and  by 
nighty  for  fear  of  exciting  tumults ;  and  the  execution 
of  its  jiulgraents  was  attended  by  extreme  difficulty 
and  dangrr;  since  the  people  usually  accompanied  tho 
tictims  in  formidable  numbers  to  the  stake,  ringing 
psalms,  exhorting,  and  consoling  them ;  and  not  unfre- 
quently  rescued  them  by  force  from  the  hands  of  the 
executioners,  or  aided  them  in  effecting  their  escaped 

The  persistance  in  religious  ])crseeution  was  not 
the  only  cause  of  estrangement  which  had  arisen 
between  Pliilip  and  his  subjects  in  the  course  of  his 
four  years'  residence  among  them.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  year  1657  was  one  of  excessive  dearth, 
InsomQch,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  arriTal  in 
Holland  of  200  ships  laden  with  grain  from  Denmark, 
the  people  must  have  suffered  from  the  eifects  of 
famine  to  a  fatal  extent,  the  king  reiterated  his  de« 
mand  of  a  hundredth  upon  immoveable  property,  and  a 
tenth  and  fifth  upon  the  value  of  the  salt,  cloths^  and 
tarioiis  staple  articles  of  export  from  Holland  p.  This 
the  states  peremptorily  refused,  though  they  softened 
their  denial  by  a  loan  of  100,000  guilders  in  the  fol* 
lowing  \xar.  Soon  after,  the  st;ites-geiicral  of  the 
Netherlands  consented  to  a  petition  of  800,000  guilders 
a  year  for  nine  years,  but  provided  only  that  the  admi- 
nistration of  these  f  unds  should  remain  in  their  hands 
for  the  payment  of  the  garrisons  and  regular  troops;  a 
condition  at  which  the  king  conceived  the  deepest 

»  Bor*8  OorsproDg,  begin  imd  vervolg^  der  Kederlandtche  Oorlogen^ 
Ixiek  i.,  bl*  IS,  AntihentUce  Stukken.  Idem,  deel.  i.,  bl.  6. 

•  Metcm  Kederl.  Hist.,  boek  li.,  foL  02.  Bnoidt,  Hisk  der  Bef.» 
boek  iv.,  bl.  227. 

V  Hot,  Oorsprong,  ike,  boek  1.^  bl.  15.  Hes,  der  HoU.  Staaten  op'tjaar 
mif  hi.  106^  110. 
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1559  umbra|[e»  as  derogatory  to  his  authority  and  insultiog 

to  his  dignity*'. 

The  compariiion  between  Philip  and  his  father  wasy 
moreover,  by  no  means  advantageous  to  the  former. 
Charles,  although  he  detested  the  popular  institutions 
and  despised  the  tolerant  reUgious  spirit  of  his  Nether- 
land  subjects,  had  always  borne  them  a  strong  personal 
iittachiiu'jit ;  he  conformed  to  their  customs,  s])oke 
their  language,  and  treated  them  on  ail  occasions  with 
that  freedom  and  familiarity  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed  from  their  sovereigns.  He  promoted  the 
nobles  to  the  highest  ofiices  in  his  government,  and 
constantly  distinguished  them  by  marks  of  his  peculiar 
favour;  the  Prince  of  Orange,  especially,  whom  from 
his  early  youth  he  admitted  to  his  most  intimate  confi- 
dence, and  regarded  with  paternal  affection.  The  ans- 
tere  temper  and  suspicious  dis])osition  of  Philip,  on  the 
contrary,  was  peculiarly  distasteful  to  the  frank  and 
jovial  character  of  the  Netherlanders.  He  spoke  no 
language  but  the  Spanish,  affected  on  ail  occasions  the 
Spanish  dress  and  manner,  and  took  little  notice  of 
any  but  the  Spanish  nobles,  by  whom  he  was  con- 
stantly surrounded,  and  who,  from  their  pride,  insolence, 
and  ignorance,  were  viewed  by  the  Netherlanders  with 
mingled  jealousy  and  contempts 

To  these  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  was  added  the 
report,  that  the  Spanish  soldiers,  instead  of  being  dis- 
banded, or  retuiniiig  to  their  own  country  now  that 
peace  was  restored,  were  to  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  strongest  fortresses  in  the  Netherlands,  and 
that  8000  troops  of  tliat  nation  were  shortly  to  be 
added  to  the  4000  already  quartered  in  the  country. 

<  Resol.  Holl.,  1558,  bl.  26.  Meteran  Nederl.  Hbt,  b.  i.,  Ibl.  16, 17. 
'  M^m.  4e  Du  ICaurier,  p. 4— 8.  Strada  De  Bell.  Belg^  dee.  L,  lib.  iL, 
p*47,48. 


Digiiized  by  Google 


puiur  iiu  501 

This  excited  deep  murmurs,  not  only  among  the  people,  1550 

"who  declared  tliat  it  was  done  with  the  design  of 
bringing  them  under  the  yoke  of  the  Spaniards,  and  of 
upholding  by  force  the  inquisition  and  the  introduction 
of  the  new  bishops,  but  lilcewise  among  the  nobles  and 
governments  of  the  townsi,  who  regarded  it  as  a  flagrant 
violation  of  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  land*. 

Such  was  the  state  of  men's  minds  when  Philip 
signified  his  intention  of  quitting  the  Netherlands  to 
return  to  Spain,  and  the  important  question  came  to 
be  decided,  into  whose  hands  the  government  of  the 
provinces  should  be  consisrned  during  his  absence. 
Among  the  Netherland  nubility,  thobe  who  appeared 
from  their  character,  station,  and  circumstances  the 
most  eligible  to  this  office,  were  the  Prince  of  Orange 
and  the  Count  of  Egmond.  The  eyes  of  the  whole 
nation  iirere^  at  this  juncture,  fixed  upon  these  two 
nobles,  formed  no  less  by  their  different  dij^positions 
than  by  their  relative  situation  to  be  rivals,  and  whom 
their  common  interest  and  their  common  discontents 
alone  united  in  the  bonds  of  a  fricudbhi]),  never,  it  is 
said,  free  from  the  existence  of  a  lurking  jealousy. 

William,  prince  of  Orange,  a  descendant  from  the 
ancient  and  powerful  family  of  Nassau,  of  which  a 
member,  Adolphus  of  Nassau  bad,  above  two  centurie&l 
before,  bonie  the  imperial  cro\Mi,  was  of  a  charui  ter 
weii  iitted  to  sustain  and  augment  the  lustre  of  his 
bouse*  Ere  he  had  scarce  reached  the  age  of  adoles-^ 
cence,  (he  was  at  this  time  no  more  than  twenty-six,) 
the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
of  his  wisdom  and  capacity  was  so  exalted,  that  he  was 
accustomed  to  permit  him,  and  frequently  him  alone 
of  all  his  court)  to  be  present  at  the  private  audiences 
of  foreign  ambassadors,  and  to  take  part  in  all  the  most 

*  Bor.  Oorsp.,  &c«,  boek  i.,  bh  10, 19, 
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J559  secret  affairs  of  state ;  nor  did  he  disdain  to  acknow* 
ledge  that  ideas  aud  reflections,  which  had  escaped  )m 
more  experienced  judgment,  were  often  suggested  hj 
his  youthful  counseUor,  who,  on  no  one  occasion,  was 
found  to  betray  or  abuse  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  hioL 
Prudent  and  reserred,  his  thoughts  were  impenetrable; 
even  to  those  admitted  to  his  most  intimate  friendship; 
neither  the  blandishments  of  affection,  nor  the  subtlety 
of  envy,  OTor  8uq)rised  him  for  a  moment  off  his  guards 
or  tempted  him  to  disclose  that  which  lie  wished  to 
conoeal ;  his  power  of  gaining  the  good^will  and  confi- 
dence of  those  to  whom  he  addressed  himself  was 
uuiiouadcd ;  not  that  he  ever  descended  to  any  ailccta- 
tion  of  extraordinary  courtesy,  or  to  the  base  arts  of 
flattery,  but  that  he  fouml  means  to  inspire  his  hearers 
with  the  idea  that  they  were  peculiarly  the  objecta  of 
bis  esteem,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to  evince  by  his 
actions  that  friendi^hip  which  he  forbore  to  express  in 
words. 

Lamoral,  count  of  Egmond,  though  a  genuine 

putchmao,  his  ancestors  having  possessed  the  territory 
of  that  name  in  Holland  before  its  erection  into  a 
eonnty,  was  of  a  disposition  more  resembling  the  South 
Nctherlanders,  being  wholly  destitute?  of  that  firmness 
of  character  and  tenacity  of  purpose  by  which  jtbe 
Dutch  are  distinguished  above  all  other  nations.  Fmnk, 
credulous,  and  conhding,  his  kindly  and  affable  manuturs 
rendered  him  the  idol,  as  his  brilliant  warlike  aclueve^ 
ments  had  made  him  the  hero  of  the  people ;  superior 
to  the  Pfince  of  Orange  in  military  skill  and  enter* 
prise^  he  vras  immeasurably  below  him  in  talent^  educa« 
tion,  and  political  sa^city,  and,  though  twelve  years 
his  senior,  in  discretion.    Both  were  ambitious;  but 
the  ambition  of  Egmond  made  him  desirous  of  hoiiouis 
and  distinctions,  to  become  thereby  an  olyectof  wonder 
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aud  admiration  to  his  euuiitrymeu,  wliilo  Orange  cared 
litlle  for  the  outward  show  of  power,  provided  he 
possessed  the  reality;  the  ardour  of  Egniuiid's  cha- 
raoter  prompted  him  to  ei^gage  in  hia  aohemes  with 
eaffemees,  while  his  ineonstaoey  exposed  him  to  be  di»^ 
couraged  at  the  tir^t  obbtucle;  Orangey  oa  the  oilier 
hand,  with  a  ftoreaight  of  daoigeva  almoet  amoimtiBg  to 
timidity,  conld  never  be  deterred  by  them  from  pur- 
ftuing  a  resolution  which  he  had  once  adopted;  the 
temper  of  the  one  was  haaty  and  eomewhat  Iraioible,  of 
the  other,  blaml  and  inipertiubablo ;  the  hospitality 
coastaatly  practised  by  Orange  waa  a  means  judkiouily 
employed  to  gain  friendi  and  to  maintain  hit  oredit 
with  the  populace ;  that  of  Egmoud,  the  natural  indul-* 
genee  of  hia  joyous  and  social  disposition*  The  per* 
aoiml  appearance  of  these  two  great  rivals  in  popular 
favour  was  no  less  oppo^to  tiian  their  manuers  aud 
ehaiaeter.  The  countenance  of  Orange,  pale^  thin,  and 
haggard,  gave  token  of  the  thoughtful  and  uncpuet 
qihrit  which  lurked  vnthin;  that  of  Egmond,  full  and 
iiorid,  wore  the  sunny  unclouded  expression  which  ia 
seldom  observed  to  survive  the  freshness  of  early  youth. 
Orange  vras  best  fitted  to  inspire  veneration;  f^ond 
was  formed  to  be  loved*. 

Besides  these,  another  candidate  for  the  government 
was  Christina,  duchess  of  Lorraine^  niece  of  Charles 

who  had  given  a  distinguished  proof  of  licr  abilities  in 
the  negotiation  of  the  peaee  of  Chateau  Cambresis. 
She  was  strongly  supported  by  William  of  Orange, 
who  hoped,  in  the  event  of  his  own  exclusion,  still  to 
retain  an  influence  in  public  affairs  by  a  marriage  with 
her  daughtw;  and  towards  her,  next  to  Orange  and 
i>gmond,  the  wibheai  of  the  Netherhiudcr^j  were 
difccted-Hmiilcient  reasons^  perhaps»  to  induce  Philip 
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l^od  to  set  aside  her  claims  in  favour  of  his  natural  nifeter, 
Maigarety  y/rife  of  Oclavius  Famese,  dake  of  Parma, 
whom  he  accordingly  summoned  from  Italy". 

On  her  arrival,  the  king  meeting  her  at  the  eonfines 
of  the  Netherlands,  conducted  her  with  great  mafiiift* 
cence  to  Ghent,  where  the  states-general  were  assem^ 
bled;  and  in  an  audience  of  leave  held  Boon  af^er, 
decla]:ed,  that,  out  of  his  paternal  care  and  anxiety  for 
the  welfare  of  his  state^^,  he  had  appointed  the  Duchess 
of  Parma  to  the  government,  as  being  born  and  breii 
among  the  Netherland  people,  converaant  with  thew 
laws  and  language,  and  because  of  the  strong  attach* 
ment  she  had  always  entertained  for  them.  The  dote 
of  his  address,  however,  neutralissed  entirely  the  effect 
of  the  flattering  terms  he  had  used  at  its  connneuce- 
ment ;  he  admonished  not  only  the  duchess^  but  CTety 
member  of  the  government,  to  the  diligent  execution 
of  the  edicts  lately  made  and  renewed  against  the 
heretics,  a  charge  which  at  once  convinced  the  depo* 
ties  that  the  odious  religious  persecutions  were  to  be 
carried  on  with  renewed  vigour,  and  that  the  Spanish 
troops  were  left  in  the  Netherlands  with  no  other  view 
than  that  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  government 
for  this  purpose.  They  therefore  presented  to  the  king 
a  petition,  praying  that  the  foreign  soldiers  might  either 
be  disbanded  or  removed,  the  defence  of  the  bounda- 
ries being  left,  as  heretofore,  to  tlic  native  troops ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  country  might  be  governed  by  a 
council  composed  solely  of  Netherlanders,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  foreigners, 

Philip,  taken  somewhat  by  surprise  at  these  de- 
mands, observed  in  answer,  that  he  liad  no  desire  to 
thrust  strangers  into  ])ul)Iic  othces  in  the  Netherlands^ 
88  his  appointment  of  the  governess  sufficiently  testis 

Stradft     BeU.  Bdg.,  dec.  i.,  lib.  i^,  p.  26. 
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tied,  and  promised  that  the  Spaaifth  troops  should  be  1558 
irHiidram,  vithm  a  period  of  four  months  at  the 

larthe8t\ 

If  anything  were  wanting  to  render  this  petition 

more  unpalatable  to  the  sovereign,  it  was  the  cirenm- 
stanec  of  its  bein*,^  sigued  by  tlie  Priiicu  of  Orange 
mod  the  Comits  of  Egniond  and  Hoom,  whom  he  had 
apj^ointed  to  the  comuuiud  of  the  troops,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their  presence ;  and 
to  this  source  is  generally  ascribed  those  bitter  feelings 
of  hatred  with  which  Philip  ever  afterwards  regarded 
hiB  Netherland  subjects,  and  these  nobles  in  particular. 
He  was  able,  however,  to  dissemble  for  the  time, 
except  u])on  one  occasion,  when  an  cbuUitiou  burst 
forth,  in  spite  of  his  efforts  to  retain  it.   Just  as  he 
was  on  the  poiiit  of  departure  from  Flushing,  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  having  come  with  a  number  of  the 
principal  nobility  to  bid  him  adieu,  Philip  reproached 
lum,  with  an  angry  countenance,  that,  by  his  secret 
machinations,  he  had  impeded  the  execution  of  his 
measures.    The  prince  replied,  with  great  humility, 
that  it  was  the  act  of  the  states  alone.    "Non  los 
cstadoe!**  exclaimed  the  king,  seizing  his  wrist,  and 
shaking  it  violently;  "mas  vos,  vos,  vos !  *'  (Not  the 
states,  but  you*  you,  you !)  repeating  three  times  the 
Tos,**  a  term  of  contempt  among  the  Spaniards^. 
Margaret,  duchess  of  I^arma,  into  wliose  hands 
Philip  now  entrusted  the  government  of  the  Nether> 
lands,  was  a  natural  daughter  of  Charles  V.,  bom  in 
the  year  1522,  aud  married,  first  to  Alexander  de 
Medici,  and  secondly,  to  Octavius  Famese,  duke  of 
Parma.    Of  a  strong  understanding,  masculine  conrao(>, 
and  ambitious  spirit,  her  love  of  power  was  so  inordi- 

»  Bor,  OorKp.,  ^c,  hock  i.,  hi,  20—22. 
'  idem,  Mc^ui.  de  Du  Muurkr^  p.  9. 
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1559  natc,  that  she  could  not  endure  to  Bhare  it  even  witk 
her  husband.  Slie  had  been  bred  up  from  her  infiincy 
by  Margaret^  duchess  of  Savoy,  and  after  her  4eath»  bj 
the  late  governess,  Mary,  who  IVj stored  her  natural 
quidaiess  of  iutellect  by  a  careful  aud  comprehensive 
edueation ;  from  the  latter  she  imbibed  the  passion  for 

field  sports,  remarkable  in  all  the  princesses  of  thi^ 
family.  She  pursued  the  chase  (of  the  stag  in  par*^ 
ticular)  with  an  avidity  and  persevennoe  rarely  to  be 
niet  with  even  in  the  other  sex,  the  generality  of  wliom 
^e  surpassed  in  capability  of  enduring  fisUigue.  and  in 
vigour  of  constitution,  occasional  fits  of  the  goat  being 
the  only  infirmity  to  which  she  was  subject ;  while  her 
tall  and  huge  stature  contributed  with  her  gestursi^ 
and  something  of  a  beard  on  the  upper  lip  and  ehin,  to 
give  her  the  appearance  of  a  muu  in  iemale  apparel. 
To  eounterbalanoe  these  not  very  agreeable  attributsi^ 
she  possessed  a  fimd  of  natnrel  kmdness  and  benevo» 
lence,  a  mild  temper,  and  affable  manners.  But  neither 
the  qualities  of  her  mind  nor  heart  had  raoommended 
her  to  the  favour  of  Philip  so  much  as  the  circumstance 
of  her  having  been,  from  the  time  of  her  first  marriage, 
a  pupil  and  penitent  of  Ignatius  Loyola,  to  whom  she 
w^as  iu  the  habit  of  confessing  herself  even  more  fre* 
quently  than  the  custom  of  the  time  warranted ;  and 
the  mode-  in  which  she  manifested  her  piety,  by 
washing?  every  year  the  feet  of  twelve  poor  wonicii, 
i^hom  she  afterwards  attended  herself  at  table^* 

  # 

Three  councils  were  appointed  to  asswt  her  in  lbs 

conduct  of  affairs.  A  privy  couiuil,  empowered  to 
giant  letters  of  freedom  and  pardon,  and  to  wstok 
over  law  and  order;  a  council  of  finance  to  adnunister 
the  public  revenues,  and  the  domains  of  the  sovereign; 
and  a  council  of  state,  to  advise  in  matters  relating  to 

*  Stiuda,  Ugc.  i.^  lib.  i.,  p.  27,  0<>. 
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peace  and  war,  and  the  higher  affairs  of  government.  1559 
Of  thifi  latter  council  were  nominated,  Anthony  Por- 
tma^  de  GranTelle,  bishop  of  Airaa,  William,  prince  of 
Orange,  Lamoral,  count  of  Egnioud,  Charles,  count  of 
Bariaimont)  superintendent  of  the  finances^  the  doctor 
VigUns  Tu  Zuidiem,  president  of  the  privy  ooundl, 
Philip  de  Montmorency,  count  of  liooru,  and  Charles 
de  Croye^  lord  of  Aaisohot;  the  Knights  of  the 
Oolden  Fleece,  and  the  members  of  the  privy  council 
and  council  of  finance,  were  likewise  to  liavo  admit* 
twee  when  summoned  by  the  govemess^  The  mem- 
bers of  this  council  received  from  the  king  a  private 
instruction  to  the  ciiect,  that,  though  they  might  hear 
and  ^xamine^  they  should  decide  no  question  without 
the  advice  of  the  Bishop  of  Arras,  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  Count  of  Barlainiont,  and  Violins  van 
Ztiiohem;  and,  in  order,  probably,  to  shield  individual 
members  from  the  odluin  of  any  obnoxious  measures 
they  might  pursue,  they  were  required  to  take  au  oath, 
that  they  would  support  in  public  whatever  opinion 
prevailed  in  the  council,  notwithstantliag  their  inclina-. 
tions  might  be  strongly  opposed  to  it^^. 

Separate  stadtholders  were  also  placed  over  all  the 
provinces,  except  Brabant,  in  which  the  governess 
heraelf  resided.  The  Prince  of  Orange  was  made 
stadtholder  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht;  John 
de  Ligny,  count  of  Aremberg,  of  Friezland,  Ovcrysso), 
and  Groningan;  and  Charles  de  Brimen,  count  of 
Megen,  of  Guelderland  and  Zutpben.   The  stadt- 

f  HooA  Nederl.  Hist.,  boek  i.,  bl«  22. 
.  •  Metewn  KaderL  Hist.,  bo«k    fol.  25,  3tn^  de  Bdl.  Bdg.,  p.  92. 


♦  Tliis  hi  dtMiicd  hy  Iloofl  (bl.  ;  hut  m  it  is  positively  a-sscrted  hy 
Strati. »,  who  hutl  ample  means  of  infurination,  and  is  very  unlikely  to 
have  ^\  iliiiUy  misrciJi'escuited  the  fact,  there  appeal's  no  reason  to  tlis- 
bclicvc  it. 
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1559  holdersbip  of  Flanders  was  bestowed  ou  Lamoral, 
count  of  Egmond*. 

Having  thus  arranged  matters  for  his  departure, 
Philip  set  sail  from  Flushing  on  the  26th  of  August, 
in  a  fleet  of  fifty  large  and  forty  smaller  vessels.  He 
had  scarcely  arrived  before  the  port  of  Laredo,  when 
be  was  overtaken  by  so  violent  a  tempest»  that  the 
ship  in  which  he  sailed  foundered,  the  whole  of  bis 
baggage  and  jewels  were  lost,  and  he  himself  with 
difficulty  reached  the  land  in  a  small  boat.  He  ascribed 
his  preservation  to  a  miraculous  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence, that  he  might  live  to  extirpate  heresy ;  an<l  to 
testify  his  gratitude^  immediately  upon  his  landing  ia 
Spain,  assisted  at  the  burning  of  a  number  of  heretics 
in  Seville,  on  whicli  occasion  no  less  than  fourteea 
noble  ladies  suffered  death  at  the  stake^ 

It  soon  appeared  that  the  council  of  state  in  the 
Netherlands  was  a  mere  phantom^  created  to  give  the 
sanction  of  its  name  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
governess,  under  tlie  dictation  of  Anthony  i^errenot  do 
Granvelle,  in  whose  hands  the  whole  authority  of  the 
government  lay;  a  man  whose  powerful  mind,  un* 
daunted  courage,  and  iron  constitution,  well  fitted  Liui 
to  press  down  the  yoke  upon  the  necks  of  a  free  people 
with  a  firm  and  steady  hand.    Deeply  skilled  in  aflUrs* 
learned,  eloquent,  and  accomplished,  he  spoke  seven 
languages  with  grace  and  fluency^  and  was  able  to 
dictate,  at  the  same  time^  to  five  amanuenses;  patient 
of  labour,  he  was  often  absorbed  in  business  lor  daya 
and  nights  together  without  sleep  or  food.   He  had  at 
an  early  age  succeeded  his  father,  Nicholas  de  Gran- 
velle — who,  during  twenty  years,  the  must  intimate 
friend  and  counsellor  of  the  Emperor  Charles  bad 

•  Strada,  doc.  i.,  lil).  i.,  p.  21, 

*  Uooft,  Nedeii,  Uibt.,  b.  i.,  bl.  20. 
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died  in  his  service— -in  the  favour  and  confidence  of 

tluit  iHonarcb,  niul  thus  iuitiated  from  his  childhood 
into  all  the  secrets  of  state*  added  vast  experience  to 
bis  natural  capacity.  On  the  death  of  the  emperor, 
lie  obtaiiied  an  equally  high  place  iu  the  esteem  of 
Philip*  by  affecting  a  great  regard  for  the  interests  of 
religion,  and  during  his  stay  in  the  Netherlands,  the 
king  took  no  step  either  iu  foreign  or  domestic  matters 
urithout  first  consulting  him.  At  his  departure  he 
recouimcnded  him  to  the  es])ccial  favour  of  Margaret, 
whom  indeed  Granvelle  bad  been  chiefly  instrumental 
in  elevating  to  the  government,  in  opposition  to  Christina 
of  Lorraine^ 

The  first  act  of  Granvelle's  administration  was  the  1560 

publication  of  the  Imll  of  Pope  Pins  IV.,  confirmatory 
of  that  of  his  predecessor,  creating  fourteen  new 
bishoprics,  in  addition  to  the  four  already  existing  in 
the  Netherlands,  of  which,  Mechlin,  Cam  bray,  and 
Utrecht  were  to  be  archbishoprics* ;  the  nomination 
to  the  new  sees  was  vested  in  the  king,  to  be  confirmed 
hy  the  pope.  Granvelle  himself  was  made  Archbisliop 
of  Alechiin,  and  received  a  cardinal's  hat,  a  circumstance 
which  increased,  if  possible,  the  aversion  of  the  people 
to  this  innovation'^. 

The  apprehension  of  the  states  also,  tliat  the  foreign 
soldiers  were  left  iu  the  country  to  uphold  both  the 
bishops  and  the  inqnisition  by  force  of  arms,  appeared 
but  too  truly  realized,  when  it  was  found  that  their 
removal,  which  the  king  had  explicitly  promised  shouid 
take  place  within  four  mouths,  was  delayed  under 

c  Strada,  dec.  i.,  lib.  ii.,  p.  50.  ^ 
*  Mine!  Dip.Beig.,  tarn,  i.,  p.  166« 


*  The  renuuniiig  new  ioes  were  Antweip»  Rniemonde,  Boi»-le-Dac^ 
HaBiieoDy  Derenter^  Leeuwaideii,  Gfoniiigeii,  Middlebuig,  Nasnur,  St. 
Omer,  YprM^  Ghen^  and  Bmgei. 
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various  pretext^,  which  Philip,  following  the  adTice  of 
Granvclle,  desired  the  governess  to  invent,  rather  tbatt 
dlow  them  to  depart.  It  iras  Cfiily  on  tho  earnest 
representations  of  Margaret,  of  the  dangers  that  woidd 
ensue  from  their  longer  stay,  that  Pliilip  "ratlier 
hastily  than  tiillingly"  consented  to  withdraw  them. 
1561  dreaded  lest  the  towns  of  the  Netherlands  shoald 
unanimously  shut  their  gates  against  them,  since  the 
states  of  all  the  proTinces  had  refused  to  contribute  any 
further  funds  for  their  support ;  and  the  Zealanders 
had  declared  their  determination  to  leave  the  dikes 
unrepaired,  since  they  would  rather  their  land  were 
swallowed  up  by  the  ocean,  than  preserve  it  to  be 
overrun  by  a  foreign  soldiery;  a  resolution  whicii,  as 
she  well  knew,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  abide  by*. 

The  new  bishops,  who  it  is  said  the  king  took  care 
should  be  learned  men  iiuned  as  authors^  approved 
of  by  the  Council  of  Trent*,  and  such  as  the  people 
should  bo  ashamed  to  refuse V  were  received  in 
Mechlin,  and  some  other  sees,  though  not  without 
great  opposition  and  tumult ;  but  in  the  remainder, 
the  threats  of  the  populace  that  they  would  put  them 
to  death  if  they  attempted  to  enter  the  towns,  were 

found  of  sufricieut  force  to  duter  the  government  f'lum 
insisting  for  tlie  present  upon  their  introduction*  In 
this  difficulty,  the  council  of  state,  with  the  consent 
of  the  governess,  despatched  the  Lord  of  Montigny, 

•  Strada,  dec.  i.,  lib.  i.,  p.  03 ;  lib,  iU^  p.  62—64* 
'  Idem^  dee.  i«,  lib*  i,,  p.  2Sk 

_  ft 

f  *  FWd  of  tliem  had  been  deptitiee  to  the  ootmcU,  and  it  was  probaUj 
to  theur  aemoes  there,  that  they  owed  thehr  |ireient  elevfttioi ;  tiugr 
were,  Genund  van  Hamericourt,  bishop  of  St.  Omer,  John  Hahneiiiief 
Deventer,  Martin  Ryhoren  of  Yi)rt»,  CorncUtui  Janaen  of  GhcDt,  and 
F^ands  Sonnoy,  bishop  of  Boi»-le^Da^  and  afienvwda  of  Antweip^ 
Mimi  Dip.  Mg.,  torn.  UL,  p.  465, 466. 
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brother  of  tlie  Comit  of  Ilootn,  io  Spftin,  to  lay  1563 
befofe  the  king  the  actual  coiulition  of  tlie  Nether- 
provinces,  and  to  represent  the  discontents 
tteited  among  the  people  by  the  establishment  of 
the  bishops  and  the  inquisition.  But  m  his  miseiort 
had  been  anticipated  by  a  private  letter  from  Maiy 
gareli  alleging  that  the  disoontentB  were  fomented 
entirely  by  the  nobles,  who  were  jealous  of  tho 
miiuence  of  Granvelle,  it  produced  no  other  effect 
than  a  fecotnmendation  to  her  fW>m  Philip  to  ahn 
at  dissolving  their  union,  by  sowing  dissensions 
betveeen  the  Count  of  Egmond  and  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  to  watch  carefully  all  the  movementB  of 
the  latter^. 

Meanwhile^  the  tmpopularity  of  OnnToUe  among 

all  nmks  of  men  constantly  increased.  The  people 
cast  on  him  the  blame  of  all  the  obnoxious  mea&ures» 
and  of  the  perseotttion  which  was  daily  beoomhig  more 
merciless  and  violent  against  the  Reformers.  Auioiig 
the  nobleS)  Orange,  Egmond,  and  the  Count  of  Hoom, 
had  private  causes  of  enmity  against  him*  Besides  the 
share  he  had  taken  in  the  exclusion  of  either  of  the 
two  former  from  the  office  of  governor,  he  had  success*^ 
fUIy  used  his  influence  to  prevent  the  marriago  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  with  the  daughter  of  the  Duchess 
of  Lomine;  and  had  added  to  his  ofibnce  against 
£gmond,  the  obtaining  for  one  of  his  ovm  followers, 
the  gift  of  the  Abbey  of  St,  Trnye,  which  he  had 
Solicited  the  pope  for  his  son;  while  Hoom,  who, 
by  his  refusal  to  hh  sister  in  marriage  to  the 

brother  of  the  cardinal,  had  excited  the  anger  of  the 
latter  against  him^  had  bem  in  his  turn  aggrieved,  by 
Grauvelles  preventing  an  advantageous  sale  of  gome 

»  Bor,  Oonp.,  ^e.,  boek.  i.,  bl.  27*  Stnda,  dec«  i.,  lib.  iii^  p.  BG.  . 
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Iii62  estates  which  he  bad  made  to  the  citizens  of  Antwerp''. 
The  remainder  were  disgusted  by  his  haughty  bearing, 
and  the  contempt  in  which  he  airocLed  to  hold  thtm, 
and  dissatisfied  that  they  were  seldom  called  to  the 
council  of  state,  and  even  on  these  few  oocasiont 
enjoyed  none  of  the  confidence  of  their  sovereign; 
Granvelle  being  accustomed  to  discuss  all  the  despatches 
from  Spain  with  the  governess  alon^  and  then  to  hand 
them  to  Viglius  and  Barlaimont,  to  read  such  parta 
only  to  the  council  as  he  had  not  marked  private^. 

Thus  impelled  at  once  by  motives  of  public  discoiH 
tent  and  private  pique,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  iu  cou- 
junction  with  the  Counts  of  £gmond  and  Hooni» 

J 563  addressed  a  letter  to  the  king,  representing  that  the 
cardinal  had  excited  so  general  a  hatred  amongst  all 
classes  of  persons,  that  the  utter  ruin  of  the  countiy 
must  inevitably  ensue,  unless  he  were  removed  from 
the  administration  of  atiairs ;  and  praying  that,  if  the  < 
king  were  determined  upon  his  continuance,  he  would 
be  pleased  to  excuse  them  from  further  attendance  in 
the  council.  Philip  replied  that»  although  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  zeal  and  affection  of  the  three  nobles  for 
his  service,  he  was  not  accustomed  to  dismiss  any  of 
his  ministers  without  a  cause.  Having  addressed  a 
second  letter  to  the  king,  couched  in  still  more  earnest 
terms,  and  presented  a  petition  to  the  same  ellect  to 
the  governess,  Orange,  Egmond,  and  Hoom'  absented 
themselves  entirely  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
council  of  state,  protesting  that  their  attendance,  so 
long  as  the  cardinal  remained,  tended  in  nothing  to 
the  king's  service,  but  solely  to  their  own  dishonour''. 

^  Hooft  Koderl.  Hist.,  boek  U.  25.  Stmda,  d«e.  i.,  lib.  u.,  p.  51 
Jiutificatioii  of  (he  C<mnt  of  Hoom.  Bor,  Auttiioii.  Stakkeo,  dacf.  U 
bl.  01. 

I  Slnida,doe.i.,  lib.  iii.,  p.  84. 
Bor,bJ.,bL29.  Autth.  Stok.,  bl.  79.  Stnda,  dee.  i.,ini. 
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As  tiiere  appeared  but  little  chance  of  removing  1563 
€fnnTelle  from  his  office  by  any  legitimate  means,  the 

disaliected  nobles  next  applied  themselves  to  under- 
mixie  his  anthority  by  bringing  him  into  contempt  with 
the  whole  nation,  or  to  render  his  situation  so  irksome 
that  weariness  aiul  disgust  should  at  length  oblige  him 
to  Tetiie.  They  induced  such  as  were  oj)posed  to  his 
government  to  assume  the  party  badge  of  a  fools  cap 
sewed  on  tlie  sleeve  of  their  gannents»  and  to  dress 
their  servants  in  black  livery,  in  order  to  mark  their 
numbers.  They  afterwards,  indeed,  complied  so  far 
with  the  remonstrances  of  the  governess,  as  to  relin- 
quish tlio  former,  which  was  interpreted  as  an  irreverent 
allusion  to  the  cardinal's  hat,  but  substituted  in  its 
stead  a  bundle  of  arrows,  signifying,  as  tin  v  affirmed, 
their  union  in  the  service  of  the  king;  while  the 
friends  of  the  cardinal  maint^dned,  on  the  other  hand» 
that  it  was  a  token  of  the  conspiracy  they  had  formed 
against  him.  The  provinces  teemed  with  lampoons, 
pasquinades,  and  caricatures^,  the  authors  of  which  the 
governess  received  commands  from  the  king  to  discover 
and  to  punish.  She,  however,  promptly  desisted  from 
the  search,  since  she  found  that  it  would  be  a  work  of 
too  much  hazard  to  attempt  to  apply  remedies  to  these 
abuses^ 

At  length,  Mai^^aret,  finding  that  all  her  efforts  to 
induce  the  seceding  nobles  to  resume  their  sittings  in 
the  council  were  fruitless,  and  beginning  to  grow 
weary  of  the  contest,  and  jjerhaps  of  the  overbearing 
temper  of  the  cardinal  himself,  sent  her  secretary, 

»  Hooft  Nedcrl.  Hist.,  b.  i.,  bl.  38—42.  Stmda,  dee.  i.,  lib.  iv.,  p.  06. 


*  The  caidinel  bad,  one  day,  tiinut  into  bis  hand  a  picture  of  himself 
mtting  on  a  nest  of  egga,  from  whidi  biahopa  were  hatching ;  over  hb 
haad  waea  deril,  saying,  *<Thia  ia  my  beloved  8on»  hear  ye  him.** 

VOL.  I.  2  L 
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:  AnnenteroSy  to  Spain,  to  solicit  his  recall.  Tiie  con- 
gent  of  the  kingr,  however,  to  part  with  hh  ancieat  and 
long-trusted  servaut  was  not  easily  obtained;  Armen- 
teroB  returned  without  any  deciaiTe  anaw^,  whaa 
GnuiTellev  who  pereeiyed  the  favour  of  the  govoiuM 
towards  liim  daily  declining,  and  the  zeal  of  his  friandl 
growing  cold»  aod  fearing,  it  may  be,  lest  the  deleitiip 
tion  in  wliioli  he  was  held  might  assume  the  form  of  a 
conspiracy  against  his  life,  made  some  family  aiSedrs  a 
pretext  for  rotiring  to  hia  native  country  of  finrgnndytt. 

Ui}^  His  departure  tended  l)at  little  at  first  to  allay  the 
general  discontents,  still  further  increased  by  a  season 
of  seaicity  and  some  miaunderstudings  with  Englami 
by  which  the  Netherlanders  were  deprived  of  their 
accustomed  trade  with  that  country.  Men  aaid,  that 
although  the  cardinal  was  absent  in  person,  he  was 
present  in  spirit,  since  Viglius  and  Barliamont,  bk 
creatures,  possessed  the  whole  authority  both  of  the 
privy  council  (of  which  the  former  was  president)  tiid 
of  the  council  of  finance;  rumours  were  constantly 
afloat  of  hia  speedy  return,  and  that  the  deevees  lately 
issued  by  the  Council  of  Trent^  upholding  the  inqui«- 
tion  and  the  authority  of  the  bishops  were  to  be  strictly 
enforced*. 

Tn  a  short  time,  however,  as  the  expectation  of 
Ckanveilo's  return  died  away,  matters  begau  to  assume 
a  more  fhvourable  aspect  The  diaoontented  noUss 
resumed  their  attendance  in  the  conncil  of  state,  and 
applied  themaeLves  to  the  deapatch  of  businees  wilh 
unexampled  industry  and  zeal ;  and  while,  oa  the  one 
hand,  they  conciliated  the  good  wiii  of  Margaret  by 
their  vehement  professions  of  obedience  and  devotion 

*  Strado,  dec.  i.,  lib.  iv.,  W.  07. 

■  Meterm,  h,      fol.  33,  34   Bor,  Oorsp.,  &c,,  b.  i.,  U.  3().  Stnida 
dec.  i.,  lib.  iv.,  p.  100. 
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to  her  ierTico,  they  left  no  method  untried  to  gain  the  1664 
coniidi^nce  of  the  uobiiitj  and  deputios  ot  the  states. 
The  wdinaliiti,  ai  the  friends  of  Oruwlle  were 
called,  soon  fell  wholly  into  discredit,  and  the  gover- 
xteasy  instead  of  holdiag  private  consnltations  on  avefj 
•iibjeet  wtth  Viglios  and  Barlaimoni,  as  heretofore^ 
appeared  to  be  guided  wholly  by  the  opinions  of  the 
^patriot'*  pftrtf*  whioh  appellation  Omnge»  Egmond, 
and  their  adherents,  appropriated  to  tliemselvee.  The 
effect  of  this  ciiange  was  soon  felt  in  the  cessation  of 
religious  perseeution ;  the  inquisition,  unsupported  hj 
the  civil  power,  began  to  exercise  its  functions  but 
irith  kngour  and  timiditj;  and  the  gwemments  of 
most  of  the  towns  eagerly  availing  theniBelves  of  the 
opportunity  to  render  the  penal  edicts  a  mere  dead 
letter*,  the  people  began  to  enjoy  a  virtual  security 
and  liberty  of  conscience,  as  new  as  it  was  welcome. 

*  The  efforts  of  the  magistrates  to  ahield  their  laiUow^iiinBS  sf  ills 

reformed  religion  from  the  effects  of  these  edicts  wert  varioiu  and  un- 
ceasing. Sometimes  they  induced  them  to  attend  mass  onoe  or  twice  for 
gypoiiSMff  sake,  and  then  appealed  to  the  cifganntance as > ptoof  of  their 

}>eUig  good  Catholics ;  often,  when  they  knew  an  aoooiatioii  waa  likely 
to  be  bfoaght  against  them,  they  gave  them  timely  warning^  or  provided 
them  wMi  a  place  of  conoealmeni.  The  method  adopted  oa  one  occasion 
}ty  the  maglftrates  of  Hoom  waa  rather  curious.  The  goy&mmmA  of  that 
town  being  accused  before  the  council  of  Holland  by  one  Dirk,  a  hot-headed 
ineddling  priest,  of  remissness  in  the  punishment  of  lierctics,  a  commis- 
sioner, named  Charles  Smyter,  was  sent  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  On 
his  arrival  at  Hoom,  lie  was  received  witli  great  courtesy  by  the  burgo- 
masters and  principal  members  of  the  goverrniienf,  wlio  took  it  by  tunia 
lo  entertain  him,  whicli  they  did  so  effectually,  tlnit  tlie  only  movement 
ha  was  able  to  make  was  "  from  bed  to  tabic,  and  from  table  to  bed." 
The  answers,  therefore,  to  all  such  as  came  to  give  iuformation  concerning 
"heretics,  was  cither  tliat  tlie  commissioner  was  engngcd  at  meals,  or  that 
}]ie  waa  asleep.  Having  spent  a  week  in  tliLi  manner,  and  hearing  no  ac- 
cusation, he  returned  to  the  Hague,  lauding  to  the  skies  tlie  religious  dis- 
jtosition  of  the  good  citizens  of  lloorn,  against  wliom,  he  said,  he  had  not 
heard  the  slightest  complaint  of  heresy  during  the  whole  time  he  had 
l>oen  there.  The  chief  burgomaster  had  not  forgotten  to  rccoiDuu  nd  his 
iiospitalities  still  further^  by  a  liberal  present  of  mouey.  Yeilus  Uoorn^ 
b.  iii^  bl.  loo* 
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1564  But  to  counterbalance  the  real   benefit  which  tfce 
nobles  thus  conferred  on  their  countrymen,  they  are 
accused  of  haymg  caused  evib  in  the  admimslimtion  of 
jcivil  affairs,  far  greater  than  any  they  could  complaift 
of  under  Granvelle.   Tlie  course  of  justice  nws  imr 
peded  by  their  refusal  to  permit  the  exeoutioa  of  any 
judgments  of  the  provincial  courts  that  were  not  con- 
firmed by  the  council  of  state,  and  the  authority  of  the 
courts  themselves  was  thus  brought  into  eontempt; 
persons  condeujued  by  them  were  either  delivered  or 
protected  by  the  council;  criminals  of  eveiy  d^ree 
ransomed  themselves  by  sums  of  money  paid,  as  it  iwi  , 
said,  either  to  the  members  of  the  council,  or  their 
servants;  public  offices  were  set  to  sale;  places  oi 

trust  confeired,  from  motives  of  private  interest,  on 
unworthy ^d  incapable  persons;  the  taint  of  bribery 
was  allowed  to  creep  into  every  department  of  the 
state ;  and  the  morals  of  the  ])eople  were  corrupted  by 
the  establishment  of  lotteries''. 

Though  these  heavy  charges  of  malversation  against 
the  patriot  party  are  to  be  received  M'ith  caution,  as 
resting  principally  oa  the  evidence  of  their  rancorous 
opponents,  yet  it  is  cartain  that  they  used  means,  un- 
justifiable alike  in  themselves  and  in  their  object,  to 
undermine,  or  wholly  annihilate,  the  authority  of  the 
privy  council  and  council  of  finance,  by  which  all  their 
measures  for  modifying  the  severity  of  the  inquisition 
and  the  penal  edicts  were  constantly  opposed.  Matt^ 
which  of  right  belonged  solely  to  the  cognizance  of 
these  two  councils,  were  brought  forward  by  the  gover- 
ness at  their  suggestion  to  be  discussed  and  dlecided  ia 
the  council  of  state ;  and  they  endeafoured,  moreover, 
to  persuade  her  to  placj^  the  dtahursement  of  the  public 

«  Juachiiu  Uopperus,  De  IniiliA  Tumultuum  iklgicorum,  Ub«  cap. 
2,  p.  37—99. 
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iujids  at  their  dibposal.  The  Prince  of  Ormge^  iudeed»  1665 
openly  dedaxed  that  no  remedy  was  to  be  expected  for 
the  evils  of  the  state  until  ten  or  twelve  of  the  most 
esteemed  among  the  nobility  were  added  to  this  couiH 
cit  and  mthority  were  given  to  it  over  both  the  others. 

It  was  with  the  view,  probably,  of  bringing  about 
aome  change  of  this  nature^  that  they  proposed  to  Mat^ 
garet  the  appointment  of  an  ambassador  to  the  king, 
to  represent  to  him  the  condition  of  the  provinces, 
from  the  increase  of  heresy,  the  defective  administra* 
tion  of  justice,  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  finances ;  and 
to  solicit  a  mitigation  of  the  peual  edicts  and  the 
severity  of  the  inquisition :  and  some  modification  with 
respect  to  the  establishment  of  the  new  bishops.  The 
choice  fell  on  the  Count  of  Egmond,  who,  having 
Mme  private  favours  to  ask  of  Philip,  readily  accepted 
tke  charged 

His  reception  at  the  court  of  Spain  was  suoh  as 
was  due  to  the  captain  of  so  many  victories ;  the  king 
and  his  courtiers  vied  with  each  other  in  testimonies  of 
courtesy  and  esteem;  all  his  personal  requests  were 
giBiited,  and  he  was  dismissed  with  fair  promises  as 
regarded  the  object  of  his  embassy.  On  hia  return  to 
the  Netherlands,  Egmond  gave  his  countrymen  hopes 
that  the  king  would  shortly  transmit  despatches  from 
^pain,  modifying  both  the  edicts  and  the  inquisition, 
for  which  purpose  a  council  meanwhile  was  to  be 
formed,  of  three  bishops,  three  professors  of  theology, 
three  doctors  of  civil  and  three  of  canon  law*'. 

The  despatches  soon  after  arrived,  but  proved 
"wholly  contrary  to  what  Egmond  had  l)een  led  himself, 
and  had  led  others,  to  expect.  Tlie  Council  of  Trent, 
which  had  resumed  its  sittings  in  1562,  after  a  suspen^ 

r  Hopper.,  De  Initiis,  &c.,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  3,  p.  00 — 42. 
^  Stradu,  d«c.  i.,  lib.  iv.,  p.  110,  Bor,  boek    bl.  31. 
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1665  sion  of  ten  ypaw,  now  terminated,  having  wfaoDy 
failed  in  the  objects  for  which  it  was  a^^sembled — the 
reform,  namely,  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  the  healfaig 
of  religious  dissensions.  That  any  concession  riionld 
have  been  made  to  the  reformed  churches,  or  the 
slightest  approximation  toinurdsa  reconcUlaticn  of  their 
different  doctrines,  was  scarcely  to  be  expoctrd  from 
the  composition  of  the  assembly;  but  it  might  have 
been  supposed  that  prudence  or  policy  Would  have  M 
to  the  purifying  of  those  corruptions  most  o^laring  iu 
the  eyes  of  the  generality  of  mankind,  and  offensive  to 
the  most  devoted  members  of  the  Catholic  church  itselft 
and  that  some  of  those  dogmas  and  ceremonies,  odious 
and  burdensome  alike  to  the  enlightmed  and  un- 
learned, and  neither  necessary  to  the  discipline  of  the 
church,  nor  conducive  to  her  stability,  might  have 
been  abolished  or  modified.  Such  were  the  least  of 
the  advantages  to  which  tlie  nations  of  Europe  looked 
forward  from  its  deliberations,  of  which,  however,  the 
results  wholly  frustrated  thehr  anticipations*  Esch 
obsolete  pretension,  each  antiquated  abuse,  was  recog- 
nised and  confirmed  by  the  sanction  of  its  decisions, 
and  became  henceforth  a  irital  principle  of  fiiith ;  tiie 
most  absurd  tenets  of  the  Catholic  church —  the 
TCneration  of  relics,  the  worship  of  saints,  and  the  sale 
ef  indulgences,— were  insisted  on  with  as  mueh  tdie* 
mence  as  the  most  important,  and  a  similar  puninhmeiit 
awarded  for  their  violation.  Bnt|  however  def&cAi^ 
or  mischievous  the  decrees  of  the  council,  the  strong 
arm  with  which  they  furnished  the  hierarchy  for  the 
extirpation  of  heresy,  rendered  them  highly  acceptable 
to  Philip.  Accordingly,  the  governess  now  received  a 
stringent  command  to  cause  the  decrees  to  be  imme- 
diately published  throughout  the  Netherlands,  and 
enforced  to  their  lull  extent.    iShe  waw  enjoined,  at 
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the  same  time,  to  support  the  inquisition  with  tbeJ565 
whole  authority  of  the  govenunent,  and  to  renew  the 

ligorom  execution  of  the  penal  edicts,  both  of  this  and 
tlie  last  reign ;  Philip  declaring,  that  he  never  meant 
to  permit  anj  other  modifloation  of  the  punishment  of 
death  for  heresy  than  that,  to  avoid  tumult,  the  execu- 
tions ahouid  be  secret  instead  of  publie^ 

The  question  of  the  publication  of  the  king's  man* 
dat^  excited  auiuiated  aud  stormy  debates,  both  in 
the  pnYj  council  and  eounoii  of  state ;  Viglius  urged 
the  necessity  of  keeping  them  secret  until  an  ambas- 
sador could  be  sent  to  explain  to  Philip  the  state  of 
men's  minds,  and  the  opposition  that  was  likely  to 
arise;  offering  to  take  upon  himself  tlie  responsibility 
of  the  delay.  11  is  opinion  was  supported  by  many  of 
the  members  of  both  councils;  but  Orange  and  his 
partisans,  on  the  other  hand,  insisted  that  the  king's 
pleasure  should  be  immediately  made  known  to  the 
courts  of  justice  and  the  govmmnents  of  the  towns ; 
with  the  view,  as  it  was  but  too  justly  imputed  to 
them,  of  exciting  those  very  murmurs,  and  of  fomenting 
those  disturbances,  which  they  affected  to  dread.  The 
advice  thus  insidiously  given,  was  unfortunately  fol- 
lowed^. Margaret  despatched  forthwith  to  the  stadt* 
holders  of  all  the  i^rovinces,  an  edict  containing  an 
extract  from  the  king's  letter,  to  which  bhe  required 
ihem  to  yield  a  punctual  and  ready  obedience,  and 
commanded  that  they  should  instruct  all  the  public 
officers  and  magistrates  of  the  towns  to  aid  and  assist 
the  inquisitors  to  the  utmost  of  their  power'. 

The  consequences  of  the  measure  were  exactly  such' 

»  Bor,  boek  i.,  bl.  02.    Strada,  dec.  i.,  Ub.  iv.,  p.  119. 

•  Hopper,  lib.  ii.,  cap.  7,  p,  68.   Strada,  dec.  i.,  Ub.  iv.,  p.  120, 

*  Vide  Note  I  at  the  esd  of  the  volame. 
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1565  as  all  parties  had  anticipated.  No  90omr  waa  the 
edict  published  in  the  proviixccs,  than  the  ferment 
became  violent  and  universal.  Inflammatory  aini  sedi- 
tious pamphlets  «nid  jilacards  were  mattered  abroad, 
and  posted  up  on  the  walls  of  the  Un\m,  declaring 
that  the  hope  which  had  been  excited  of  a  mitigation 
of  the  edicts  was  a  mere  fraud  ;  that  the  ill  advisers  of 
the  king  were  determined  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
Netherlands;  and  exhorting  the  people  to  defend 
themselves  bravely  against  the  inquisition,  and  the 
tyranny  which  the  Spaniards  would  force  upon  them. 
Notwithstanding  the  severe  decrees  against  prkiting  or 
publishing  unlicensed  works,  all  efforts  to  discover  and 
punish  their  authors  proved  unavailing^ 

The  nobles,  perceiving  that  the  people  were  on  the 
eve  of  an  insurrection,  of  ^\hi{:h  the  first  effects  woulfl 
most  probably  be  the  plunder  and  destruction  of  their 
defenceless  country  honses^  in  order  to  provide  for  their 
own  security  by  union,  and  to  engage  the  forbearance 
of  the  people  by  makiog  common  cause  with  them, 
formed  among  themselves  the  celebrated  confederaev, 
which  was  fraught  with  such  important  consequences 
to  their  country.  By  this  bond  of  alliance,  usually 
called  the  Compromise,"  whicli  was  siofiied  at  first  by 
eleven  only,  and  afterwards  by  some  hundreds  of  tbe 
nobility  and  principal  merchants,  they  engaged  them- 
selves by  oath  to  resist  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
the  establishment  of  the  inquisition,  under  what  name 
or  pretext  soever;  to  support  and  assist  each  other  as 
faithful  friends  and  brothers;  and  if  any  one  ol  tlieni 
were  disquieted  or  molested  on  account  of  this  alliance, 
to  devote  their  lives  and  properties  to  his  protection".** 
Neither  the  Prince  of  Orange  nor  the  Count  of 

*  Metercu,  boek  ii.,  fol.  40.   Bor,  boek  ii.,  bl.  61. 
Bor,  boek  ii.,  bl.  53. 
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Egmond  signed  this  document,  but,  on  tlie  contrary^  156b 
gave  infonuation  oi  tke  league  to  the  governess  \  whe* 
ther  toexeulpate  themselves  from  the  suspicion  of  any 
share  in  it,  or,  by  excitinpr  her  alarm,  to  bend  her  the 
more  readily  to  their  purposes.  It  is  most  probable 
tfaey  were  impelled  by  the  latter  motive^  since,  dthougfa 
informed  of  its  existence,  she  was  left  in  ignorance  of 
its  real  nature  and  extent  (with  which  Orange  must 
iiave  been  well  acquainted,  since  his  brother,  Louis  of  ' 
Nassau,  was  one  of  the  principal  devisers  and  promoters 
of  it);  and  thus,  prone  to  believe  ail  the  sinister 
rumours  which  were  rapidly  in  circulation,  as  to  tho 
number  and  designs  of  the  confederates ;  some  alleging 
that  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility  was  in  a  state  of 
revolt,  and  that  they  were  coming  to  tho  court  in 
arms;  and  others,  that  they  had  invited  foreign  soldiers,, 
both  horse  and  foot,  to  their  aid''. 

The  governess  liavino  summoned  in  li«iste  to  the 
council  of  state  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and 
aach  of  the  stadtholders  as  were  not  at  court,  the  con«i 
federate  nobles  took  occasion  from  lienco  to  assemble 
%t  Brussels,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  her  in  fiiil 
conneil,  with  a  remonstrance  upon  the  present  state  of 
afiairs.  Accordingly,  on  the  5th  of  April,  they  pro* 
eeeded  to  the  court,  between  300  and  400  in  number, 
walkittg  slowly  in  ranks  of  four  abreast,  the  procession 
being  closed  by  the  Lord  of  Brederode  and  Count 
Louis  of  Nassau,  as  chieiis  of  the  confederacy.  On 
their  appearance  before  the  governess,  Brederode 
delivcued  an  address,  disowning  and  deprecating  the 
malicious  insinuations  of  their  enemies,  that  they 
designed  to  pave  the  way  for  sedition  and  revolt,  and 
that  they  held  secret  communication  with  the  com^ 

*  Sec  her  Letter  to  the  King  in  Bor'a  Auithent.  Stuk.,  ded  i.,  bl.  84. 

*  Bor,  bock  11.,  bl.  65. 
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1566  maiiders  of  the  reformed  troops  in  Franco  and  Ger- 
many»  and  proiessmg  their  zeal  for  the  service  of  the 
king ;  after  which  he  presented  a  petitioBt  praying  that 
she  would  scud  a  fit  and  capable  person  to  Spain,  tu 
nipreseiit  to  the  king  the  misery  and  ruia  which 
threatened  his  Netherland  dominions^  and  whirfi  the 
abolition  of  the  inquisition,  the  abrogation  of  the 
penal  edicts^  and  a  new  ordinance  concemtaig  religion, 
framed  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  stateB- 
general,  were  the  only  means  of  averting;  and,  like- 
Wise,  that  she  would  cause  the  inquisition  and  edicts  to 
be  suspended  till  an  answer  sliould  arrive  from  the 
king.  To  these  demands  the  governess  repUed»  that 
she  had  already  advised  with  the  ])rivy  council  upon 
the  question  of  laying  before  the  king  a  proposal  for 
moderating  the  edicts,  but  that  she  had  no  authority  to 
suspend  either  them  or  the  inquisition;  she  would« 
nevertheless,  she  said,  issue  commands  to  the  inquisi- 
tors to  proceed  with  mildness  and  discretion  in  the 
execution  of  their  office^. 

The  confederates,  to  avoid  assembling  a  crowd,  or 
exciting  tumults,  had,  on  this  occasion,  gone  to  court 
on  foot,  plainly  dressed,  and  unarmed,  which  led  the 
Coimt  of  Barlaimont  to  remark  to  the  governess,  oa 
their  approach,  that  ^  she  had  no  cause  of  fisar,  sinod' 
they  were  only  a  troop  of  beggars  (gueux  The 
taunt  was  but  too  truly  applied;  many  of  the  most 
illustrious  families  had,  from  so  distant  a  period  as  tlie 
reigii  of  Philip  the  Good,  been  accustomed  to  squander 
their  incomes  in  attendance  on  a  luxurious  and  expeiH 
sive  court ;  and  a  great  portion  of  the  nobility  were 
now  accused  of  being  prompted  by  their  embarrassed 
circumstances  to  seek  a  change  in  afiairsr.   The  blot, 

*  Bor,  Oorsp.,  8cq.,  bock  ii.,  bl.  .55 — 60* 
y  Hoofl,  NedcrL  HUt.,  boek  i.,  bl,  26, 
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therefore,  thug  cast  upon  them  remained ;  but  liberty  1566 
died  her  halo  round  it,  and  it  appeared  a  star  of  honour 
OA  their  breasts.  At  a  feast  ^iven  the  same  eveninsr 
by  the  Lord  ot  iirederode,  in  the  house  of  Guilembourg, 
whertt  marly  three  hundred  guests  were  present^  the 
expression  being  repeated,  was  eagerly  caught  up, 
and  handed  from  mouth  to  mouth :  ^  It  was  no  shame,** 
ihey  said,  ^to  be  beggars  for  their  country's  good.** 

"Live  the  giieux  !"  resounded  from  all  sides  of  the 
apartment.  Brederode  appearing  shortly  after,  with  a 
wooden  vessel  such  as  pilgrims  and  mendicant  monks 
were  wont  to  carry,  pledged  the  whole  company  to 
the  health  of  the  ^Gueux!"  the  cup  went  round; 
Orange,  Egmond,  and  the  Count  of  Hoom,  whom  the 
noise  of  the  banquet  had  attracted  thither,  were  forced 
by  a  gende  coercion  to  join  in  the  pledge^  and  mirth 
and  wine  crowned  the  birth  of  that  name,  which  was, 
ere  long,  to  be  the  watchword  of  fctrifc  and  bloodshed, 
dober  rsflection  confirmed  what  levity  had  suggested ; 

the  value  of  a  ])ai  t)-iiamc  and  a  party-badge  (a  standard 
which  men  are  often  asliamed  to  desert,  when  they 
have  ftdled  of  every  object  for  which  they  raised  it), 
was  acknowledged;  the  appellation  of  "gueux**  was 
adopted  alike  by  those  of  the  reformed  religion,  and 
aaeh  as  were  hostile  to  the  measures  of  the  govern** 
ment;  they  dressed  themselves  and  their  families  in 
the  beggars'  costume  of  grey  cloth,  with  a  small 
wooden  porringer,  or  Cup,  fastened  to  their  caps,  and 
wore  about  their  necks  medals  of  gold  or  silver, 
whereon  was  engraven,  on  the  one  side  the  image  of 
the  king,  on  the  other  a  beggar's  wallet  and  two  hands 
joined,  with  the  motto  "Fideles  au  roy->^jusqu*a  la 
besace*.** 

>    Faithful  to  the  king,  evMi  io  the  waUct.*'— Sdnda,  dec.  L,  lib.  r*« 
135.  Dtt  Manner,  p»  2^. 
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]M6  As  the  answer  of  the  goTerness  appeared  scftreely 
satisfactory  to  tUe  petitiouers,  they  presented  a  second 
remonstrance^  profesamg  their  desire  to  submit  to 
whatever  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  states* 
general,  should  ordain»  for  the  preservation  of  the 
ancient  religion;  and  praying  that»  to  silenoe  the 

malevolence  of  their  enemies,  she  wonld  cause  iLcir 
last  petition  to  be  printed,  word  for  word,  without 
change  or  interpolation ;  and  that  she  would  eonuBanrf 
the  inquisitors  to  suspend  for  the  present  the  execution 
of  their  oihce.  Margaret^  fearful  of  allowing  th^u  t^ 
separate  in  discontent,  promised,  that  until  the  kin^^s 
answer  arrived,  the  inquisitors  should  not  j^roceed 
against  any  one  on  account  of  religion,  except  in  case 
of  sedition,  or  open  scandal.  She  refused,  however,  to 
ccnTijily  with  a  requisition  they  made,  that  she  should 
declare  what  they  had  dome  to  be  for  the  service  q£ 
God  and  the  kin^if.  Upon  the  faith  of  her  promise, 
the  confederate  nobles  dispersed,  having  first  ^|H)inted 
deputies  in  each  province  to  watch  over  its  perform^ 
auce-'. 

To  deprecate  the  anger  of  i^hiiip,  which  Margaret 
well  knew  would  be  excited  to  the  highest  pitch  by 
these  proceedin*^  on  the  part  of  the  nobles,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  council  of  state  to  despatch  ambach 
sadors  to  Spain,  as  well  for  this  purpose,  as  to  obtaia 
the  king's  consent  to  the  project  of  a  moderation  of 
the  penal  edicts,  which  the  governess  had  framed  with 
the  assistance  of  the  privy  council.  They  were  iiK 
structed,  likewise,  to  solicit  the  abolition  of  the  iuqui* 
sition,  and  a  general  indemnity  in  fovour  of  the  con- 
federate nobles.  This  difficult  and  delicate  commission 
was  entrusted  to  John,  marquis  of  Bergen,  and  Flo- 
rence de  Montmorenci,  lord  of  Montigny,  (brother  of 

■  Metercn,  hoek  ii.,  fu).  41, 
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•€he  Count  of  Hoorn,)  both  kniglits  of  the  Goldeu  1566 
^Fleece,  and  men  of  discretion  and  talent.  They  were 
received  with  a}) parent  complacency  hy  Philip,  who 
diowed  himself  inclined  to  suspend  the  inquisition  on 
condition  that  the  bidiops  should  first  be  inducted  and 
confirmed  in  their  sees,  and  to  permit  the  council  of 
state  to  modify  the  penal  edicts,  provided  his  sanction 
were  obtained  to  the  proposed  alterations,  before  they 
were  promulgated  in  the  Netherlands.  The  ambassa- 
dors soon  found,  howeyer,  that  measures  were  taken  to 

prevent  their  transmitting  any  jirivate  intelligence  to 
their  iriends,  and  that  various  pretexts  were  used  to 
detain  them  at  the  court  of  Spain,  whence  they  never 
returned^ 

The  joy  caused  by  the  relaxation  of  persecution 
consequent  on  the  orders  of  the  governess,  soon  gave 
way  to  reneweii  fear  and  suspicion.  When  the  niode- 
ntion  (or  as  the  })opuIace  called  it,  **mnrdei«tion") 
devised  by  her  and  the  privy  council  became  known,  it 
WIS  found  to  be  such  as  to  excite  the  indignation  of 
many,  and  the  contempt  of  all.  Priests,  teachers,  and 
those  who  exercised  any  office  among  the  Reibrmers, 
the  composers,  printers,  or  sellers  of  any  pamphlet, 
song,  or  pasquinade,  were  to  be  hanged  instead  of  burnt 
alive;  the  punishment  of  death  being  changed  to 
banishment,  in  favour  of  the  common  people  only«. 

The  assembly  of  the  states-general  also,  which  men 
had  been  led  to  expect,  was  evaded  in  a  manner  equally 
unprecedented  and  unconstitutional.  The  petition 
which  they  had  presented  in  1559,  for  the  removal  of 
Ibe  foreign  soldiers,  had  planted  such  deep  resentment 
in  the  breast  of  Philip,  that  he  had  strictly  forbiddra 

^  Metem,  ibl.  42.  SMs,  te.  L,  Ub.     p.  140. 
<  Hetmn,  b.  il^  hi.  4X.  Bor.^  b.  iL,  bL  64,  65. 
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1666  the  governess  ever  to  assemble  tbem  more^.  Aoeoid* 
inglj,  instead  of  summoiuug  the  states  of  all  the  pro- 
Tinees  together,  ai  had  been,  ainee  thek  imioii  ttiidar 
one  sovereign,  tlio  invariable  custom,  when  any  matter 
of  general  concerumeut  waa  to  be  eouaiilered,  she  aent 
the  acheme  of  the  moderation  to  the  atatea  of  eanie  of 
the  provinces  only,  with  strict  injunctions  to  keep  ft 
aecret;  while  in  Holland,  Zealand,  f  riezland,  Guelder- 
land,  and  OyerysMeU  whoae  privilegea  were  mora  exten* 
aive,  and  more  strenuously  asserted  than  those  of  the 
other  provinoes,  they  were  left  unanmmoned^ 

The  anawer  from  the  king  to  the  anbjeet  of  Berfren 
and  Montiguy's  embassy,  was  delayed  from  time  to 
time.  Meanwhile  the  sentiments  both  of  Philip  «ad 
the  goveraesa  were  supposed  to  be  anffioiently  di^eo- 
"vered,  by  the  treatment  of  the  confederate  nobler,  who 
were  looked  upon  at  eoart  with  a  eoldneaa  almoat 
amounting  to  disdain.  The  mistrust  of  the  ])eople  was 
atill  further  excited  by  the  equipment  of  ships  of  war 
in  varlons  porta  of  the  Netherlandi,  and  bjr  the  pnv- 
chase  of  an  immense  quantity  of  arras  and  amuiuaitioa 
on  the  part  of  some  Spanish  agents  at  Antwerp,  and 
in  Zealand^ 

The  Reformers,  despairing  on  the  one  hand  of 
obtaining  any  more  favourable  terma  from  Spain,  and 
encouraged  on  the  other  by  the  sympathy  and  protee* 
tion  which  the  nobles  had  manifested  towards  their 
eanse^  begfan  to  declare  themselves  move  boldly.  In» 
stead  of  meeting  a  few  together,  in  woods  and  bye- 
places,  as  had  hitlierto  been  their  custom,  they  now 
began  to  assemble  in  the  plains  and  open  fields  in  great 
numbers ;  to  show,  they  said,  "  how  many  the  inquisition 
would  have  to  bum,  slay,  and  banish."  In  the  com- 
mencement they  wiere  unarmed;  but  Aflber  being 

^  Strada,  d^.  i.,  lib.  ui.,  p.  86.      •  Bqt,  b.  U.,  bl.  62.     '  Xdeni,  66. 
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thmleiied  or  drntuTbed,  they  provided  themseltes  with  Ifiei 
pifttok  and  rapiers,  and  finally  went  fuUy  armed  wUfc 
«Iiibi^  fikoBt  and  muskets.   The  first  of  these  essoin^ 

blies  was  held  near  Oudenarde,  where  the  ])eople,  ou 
tha  suiumons  of  one  Herman  Stryker,  the  rei'onned 
limdier  of  the  town,  floeked  together  to  beer  hiin« 
7000  ill  number.  One  Cornelius  Kroeser,  scbout  of  a 
neighbouruig  village,  undertook  alone  to  disperse  the 
Biiiltitiide»  end  with  this  intent,  mshed  in  emoBg  them 
on  horseback,  holding  in  one  band  a  musket^  in  the 
other  a  drawn  sword,  and  directed  his  eourse  stinigfat 
towwds  the  jmedier.  The  people,  as  yet  tmannedf 
poured  upon  liim  a  shower  of  stoneg  from  ail  quarters; 
wImd,  receiving  e  severe  wound  in  the  heed,  he  threw 
down  his  wea])ons  and  fled,  but  with  difficulty  escaped 
death.  The  uejct  time  the  Reformers  went  fully  preu 
pared  with  erms^  fortified  the  eircnit  of  the  wide  pieia 
ill  which  tbey  assembled  witb  was^ofons,  and  stationed 
guards  at  all  the  entrances.  Some  remained  outside 
Ae  enennpment,  end  in  the  roeds  leading  to  it,  olfering 
the  ft^bidden  books  for  sale,  and  inviting  tbe  passers 
bjr  to  go  inead  hear  the  semon.  A  pulpit  was  raised 
by  means  of  plenksplaeedaeross  a  waggon;  neatest  to 
it  Btood  the  women  and  children,  the  men  forming  a 
cffde  roond  them.  A  deep  end  stem  silenee  pv^ 
vailed,  broken  only  by  the  voice  of  the  preacher  as  it 
floated  ou  the  wind.  When  he  had  made  an  end,  the 
whole  eongregetieii  song  a  psalm,  end  aftcfwaids  fth 
turned  in  tbe  same  iiiilitary  order  they  came^  dispersing 
at  the  gates  of  the  town^^. 

At  Antwerp,  a  preaching  was  hdd  on  St  John's 

day,  Mitbiii  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  tlie  city,  which  was 
attended  by  5000  persons,  four  separate  stations  of 
armed  men  being  placed  to  seenre  them  from  molester 

i  MetenD,b.U.>fol.42.  Bnadi,  Hjft.  4m- Kef.,  b.  tL»  U.  305,  m 
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1666  tion.   A  report  being  spread,  that  the  burgher  gamii 
'Were  coming*  to  digperse  them,  they  quietlj  condnoed  I 

their  occupation,  observing,  "  that  if  they  came,  they  ! 
would  fiud  men  to  stand  agamst  them  V   As  aaother 
sermon  was  announced  for  the  Saturday  following,  the  ■ 
senate  sent  to  inform  the  governess  of  the  fact,  and  to  , 
ask  what  means  they  were  to  adopt  foir  airestii^f  these  ^ 
disorders.    She  recommended  that  the  burgouiasters 
should  employ  the  schuttery  to  prevent  the  meetiii^  [ 
as  was  usual  in  such  cases;  but  from  thi^  they  excused  ' 
themselves,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  impossible  the  ! 
schuttery  could  act  with  any  effect  against  so  vast  a  | 
numbcyr  of  persons,  provided  with  arms,  and  ready  to 
defend  themselves.    On  receiving  this  answer,  Mar^ret 
usually  calm  and  self-possessed,  for  the  tirst  time  lost 
her  temper,  and  in  the  moment  of  irritation,  incan*  ' 
tiously  betniyed  her  real  feelings  towards  the  confe-  I 
derates,  by  exclaiming  that  it  was  the  petition  of  the 
nobles  which  made  these  fellows  so  bold ;  adding,  that 
such  heretics  only  sought  other  men  s  lives  and  goods, 
and  that  their  conduct  would  end  in  some  ialal  ex- 
cesses^   The  second*  preaching  was  held  as  appointed,  • 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  government  of 
Antweip  to  prevent  it ;  and  a  decree,  prohibiting  all  I 
persons  from  attending  any  heretical  meeting,  was  | 
followed  by  a  petition  from  the  Reformers,  to  be 
allowed  to  build  a  phice  of  worship  within  the  tomL 
This  request  was  referred  to  the  governess,  but  the  only 
answer  they  obtained,  was  the  adoption  of  still  stricter 
measures  to  prevent  the  assemblies,  and  a  prodamatioa 
issued  by  the  council  of  state,  directing  the  immediate 
seizure  and  punishment  both  of  the  preachers  and  their 
hearers.   A  second  petition  was,  however,  attended 
with  somewhat  better  success,  since  the  senate  granted 

^  Hooft,  Neded.  Hii^  b.ui^ bl. 84         '  Idem. 
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peiiBitsioii  for  one  minister  of  the  Augsburg  confession 
to  preaeli  just  without  the  walls.  The  ^ifovernment  of 
Antwerp  had  repeatedly  solicited  Margaret  to  i-epair 
diither»  in  order  by  her  presence  to  put  an  end  to  the 
disturbances;  this  she  refused  to  do,  unless  attende<l 
by  a  garrison  to  ensure  her  safety,  whicli  the  citizens 
would  by  no  means  allow.  She  therefore  sent  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  governor  of  the  city,  whose 
popularity  would,  she  trusted,  enable  him  to  bring 
aif&irs  to  an  amicable  arrangement.  The  measures  he 
adopted  to  restore  conliilenee  between  the  different 
eiasees  of  the  citizens,  were  attended  with  considerable 
saecess,  since  no  further  disorders  took  place  so  long  as 
he  remained''.  Following  the  exaiui)le  of  Oudenarde 
and  Antwerp,  the  Reformers  of  nearly  all  the  towns  in 
Holland  began  to  hold  public  meetinf^s  without  the 
walls;  sometimes  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  niuni- 
dpal  magistrates,  sometimes  in  defiance  of  their  prohi- 
bition, armed,  and  in  such  numbers  as  to  preclude  all 
hope  of  dispersing  them  by  force'. 

Hi^py  would  it  have  been  for  the  government,  had 
it  possessed  sufficient  prudence  and  teni]>er  to  concede 
with  a  good  grace  that  which  it  was  impossible  to 
avoid!  Had  it  permitted  the  preaching  of  the  Re* 
formers,  it  might,  together  with  its  sanction,  have 
impoaed  restrictions  calculated  to  prevent  the  occur* 
rence  of  such  excesses  as  the  j^opulace,  finding  from 
the  futile  attempts  made  to  put  a  stop  to  their  assem- 
blies how  loosely  the  restraints  of  authority  hung  upon 
them,  were  now  tempted  to  indulge  in. 

It  happened  that  as  a  number  of  the  Reformers  at 
Ypres  were  proceeding  amed  to  attend  a  sermon  near 
the  town,  a  sudden  accession  of  zeal  prompted  them 

Bor,  boek  ii.,  hL  71—75.  Hetoien,  boek  u.,  fol.  42. 
^  >  Bfandt,  Uist.  dev  Ref.,  i>oek  yL,  pasrim, 
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1566  to  throw  down  and  destroy  the  imag€«  of  Mints  they 
met  with  on  their  road,  lleiice  they  proceedeil  to  do 
the  same  with  those  in  the  chnrchee  and  obapels  in  tha 
neighbourhooil ;  and  from  this  sligfht  impolse  tbetnore- 
ment  spread  with  electric  rapidity  through  llainiers, 
and  all  the  other  proTinees  of  the  Netherlandsu  Tha 
ehuiehes  in  nearly  every  town  and  village  were  at- 
tacked; the  images  and  statues  puUed  (\o\m  aad 
broken  to  pieces;  the  altan  overthrown;  tlie  moni* 
ments,  and  even  the  coffins  of  the  dead,  defaced  :  the 
mass-books  torn;  and  the  gold  and  silver  omaments 
plundered,  exoept  where  the  govemmeiits  had  aaticH 
pate<l  the  intentions  of  the  rioters  by  removing  them 
to  a  place  of  secnri^.  Neither  did  the  siqMib  earved 
wofky  the  pictures,  nor  the  exquisite  painted  glass  of 
the  wiudowi^,  tlie  nnrivalled  beauty  of  which  was  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  £nrope^  escape  the  ravages 
of  these  barbarians.  More  than  four  hundred  churobef*, 
among  which  were  those  of  the  Hague,  Amst^am, 
Leyden,  Middleburgh,  and  Sehoonhoven^  were  tins 
despoiled  within  the  short  space  of  three  days.  A  great 
portion  of  the  booty,  however,  was  afterwards  restored 
to  the  mnnicipal  authorities"*. 

Tiio  governess  received  the  intelligence  of  this 
sndden  and  unexpeeted  burst  of  popular  fury  with 
feelings  of  mingled  terror,  grief,  and  rage.  She  h»- 
stantly  made  preparations  ibr  a  hasty  flight  to  Mons, 
and  vras  only  dissuaded  from  her  purpose  by  the 
entreaties  of  Viglius,  and  some  others  of  her  mo«t 
conhdential  advisers,  and  the  remonstrances  of  tbo 
burghers,  who  expressed  their  determination  to  ehnt 
the  gates,  in  order  to  prevent  her  departure.  She  he- 
wailed  her  unhappy  fate,  that  under  her  government, 
such  contumely  should  be  offered  to  God  and  the  king; 

"  Meteren,  boek  ii.,  fol.  43.   Hooft,  boek  iiL,  bh  98,  99. 
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md  ill  the  bitterness  of  her  heart  wrote  to  her  brother,  1566 
saying,  that  she  *^waa  betrayed  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange  and  the  Counts  of  Egiiiond,  Hoorn,  and  Hoch<< 
stradt,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  hopes  of  his  coming, 
her  somwflil  life  would  end ;  for  that  grief  was  in  her 
heart,  and  a  blush  on  her  cheek"."  These  melancholy 
and  disgraceful  outrages  seem,  indeed,  to  have  anni-* 
hilated  the  small  remains  of  tolerance  in  the  breast  of 
Margarc^t  towards  the  Refonners;  for,  though  fear 
aft^rwxuds  induced  her  to  grant  them  some  conoessionst 
she  neiver  entertained  for  them  other  feelings  than 
those  of  implacable  hostility. 

It  may  be  readily  imagined  that  the  effect  of  these 
transactions  on  the  mind  of  Philip  was  still  more 
intense  than  on  that  of  his  sister.  Tliough  confined 
to  his  bed  by  severe  sickness,  he  insisted  that  all  the 
deliberations  of  his  council  on  the  subject  should  be 
held  in  his  presence.  Here  it  was  decided,  that  the 
mob  who  had  pillaged  the  churches,  the  heretics  who 
paid  them,  the  nobles  w  ho  protected  and  incited  them, 
and  the  friends  and  servants  of  the  nobles,  were  all 
links  of  the  same  chain,  and  as  such,  all  equally  liable 
to  punishment;  and  letters  were  despatched  to  the 
goveniess,  desiring  her  to  hasten  the  equipment  of 
three  thousand  horse  and  ten  thousand  foot,  which  tlie 
king  had  before  commissioned  Duke  Eric  of  Brunswick 
to  levy  for  his  service  in  the  Netherlands. 

To  an  offer  of  mediation  made  by  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  IT.  at  this  crisis,  Philip  replied,  that 
^matters  had  now  arrived  at  such  a  pitch,  that  they 
could  only  Iju  arranged  by  aims"."  In  this  disposition 
of  mind,  he  was  less  than  ever  inclined  to  give  a 
fitvourable  reception  to  a  petition  transmitted  to  bim*^ 

»  Bor,  boek  ii.,  bl.  85.   St i a  la,  dec,  i*,  lib,  r.,  p.  160. 
Stra^  d«c.  i.,  lib.  v.,  p.  103, 164. 
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15G()l>y  the  Reformers  of  Antwerp,  in  the  name  of  thdr 
brethren  of  the  Netherlands,  expressive  oi  their  detes- 
tation of  the  late  outrages,  which  thej  affirmed  were 
committed  by  the  lowest  of  the  people,  women,  and 
boys*.  They  besought  the  king  to  i)cnnit  them  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion  in  such  places  as  the 
government  should  appoint ;  offerin<r,  in  return  for  this 
&vour,  to  contribute  3,000,000  of  guilders  to  redeem 
the  charges  on  the  sovereign  domains.  The  latter 
clause  in  particular  gave  deep  offence,  being  interpreted 
as  a  lure  to  draw  the  German  princes  to  their  aenrice. 
It  is,  indeed,  not  improbable,  that  they  may  haye 
designed,  under  cover  of  raising  this  sum,  to  collect 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  troops  in  case  of  need'* 
However  embittered  the  spirit  of  Margaret  might 
be,  the!  necessity  of  her  affairs,  and  the  perilous  posi- 
tion in  which  she  stood,  on  the  brink  of  a  general  revoli^ 
obliged  her  to  temporise.  She  consented  to  allow  the 
preachings  to  be  continued  in  places  where  tiiey  had 
already  been  held ;  and  having  received  a  welUtimed 
answer  from  Spain  to  the  recjuisitions  sent  through 
Bergen  and  Montigny,  she  declared  to  the  coniedetate 
nobles  the  pleasure  of  the  king,  that  the  inquisition 
bhould  cease,  and  a  new  edict  against  heresy  be  framed, 
but.  whether  by  the  states  general  or  not  he  had  not 
decided;  and  that  she  was  empowered  to  give  them 
any  security  they  desired,  that  they  should  not  be 
vexed  or  disquieted  on  account  of  the  compromise 
provided  they  would  dissolve  the  eonfederacy,  and  use 

»'  StiaUa,  dec.  i.,  lib.  5,  p.  1G5,  IGG. 

*  This  was  not  quite  the  iiict.  At  Antwerp,  where  the  fury  was  the 
most  violent,  a  number  of  persons  of  rcspectuble  uppcai  aiice,  with  pistols 
and  short  muskets  under  their  cloaks,  stood  in  tlic  curnens  and  byo-ws^'a 
to  protect  the  rioters ;  aod  attacked  and  scattered  some  of  the  burglwr 
guards  who  attempted  to  seize  tlienu  Bor,  boek  ii.,  b).  84, 
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tkeir  utmost  efforts  to  prevent  tumult  and  disorder,  and 

to  bring  the  peri>etrator8  of  the  late  2»acrilegious  acte 
to  paiudimeQt^. 

But  the  governess  meant  nothing  less  than  to 
adhere  to  this  agreement,  any  longer  than  circumstances 
obliged  her  to  do  so.  She  told  some  of  her  courtiers, 
with  ^vhoiii  she  Avas  on  terms  of  familiarity,  tluiL  she 
had,,  against  her  will,  and  to  avoid  greater  evils,  per- 
mitted the  hereties  to  hold  their  preachings,  but  she 
did  not  intend  thereby  to  lessen  her  authority,  or  to 
neglect  any  means  of  lawful  resistance  against  them. 
Unsuspteious  of  any  double  dealing,  however,  the 
frank-hearted  Netherlanders  received  the  boon  with 
joy  and  gratitude;  ^'thanking  God  that  they  were 
allowed  to  worship  him  according  to  their  eonecienee, 
without  fear  of  the  inquisition,  bishops,  or  edicts.** 
They  built  themselves  churches  vrith  incredible  dili« 
gence  and  rapidity,  in  which  they  attended  their  public 
service  unarmed,  and  with  the  greatest  order  and 
decorum ;  and  although  some  attempts  were  made  to 
renew  the  image  breaking,  the  seditious  were  forth- 
with seized  and  punished  ^ 

The  first  circumstance  which  roused  their  suspi- 
cions was  an  embassy  from  the  Prince  de  Conde  and 
the  Admiral  Coligny,  the  heads  of  the  lieformers  in 
France,  to  the  confederate  nobles,  advising  them  to 
make  no  agreement  whatever  with  the  governess,  for 
they  would  surely  find  themselves  deceived.  They 
pronused  at  the  same  time,  that  if  the  confederates 
required  their  assistance,  4000  volunteers  of  cavalry 
should  be  ready  to  enter  the  Netherlands  within  a 
month.    Their  offer  was  thankfully  refused^ 

The  warning  thus  received  was  couhrmed  by  some 

^  Bor,  boek  ii.>  bl.  05,  00.  ^  Mctticu,  bu«k  ii.,  fol.  46. 

•  Bor,  bovk  ii.,  bl.  d8» 
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1566  letters  which  a  friend  of  the  Prinoe  of  Omn^  bid 

intercepted,  written  to  the  governess  by  Don  Fraucis 
d'AIava»  the  ambassador  of  the  King  of  Spain  at  the 
French  court ;  wherein  he  recommended  her  to  show 
a  favourable  cuuutenaucu  to  the  Prince  of  Orange 
md  the  Counts  of  Egmond  and  Hoom,  until  an  oppo^ 
tunity  should  (x  cur  for  treating  them,  the  autliors  of 
all  the  miscluct,  on  they  deserved ;  he  encouraged  her 
to  hope»  that  from  the  present  unpromising  state  of 
affairs,  the  good  effect  A\ouId  result  to  the  king*  of 
bringing  the  Netherhmds  to  such  a  condition  of  obo> 
dience  and  submission,  as  none  of  his  ancestors  hsd  si 
yet  been  able  to  do ;  for  which  purpose  Philip  himself 
would  repair  thither  ere  long»  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  composed  of  the  Teteran  troops  of  Italy.  The 
Lord  of  Moutigny  likewise  wrote  to  his  brather,  the 
Count  of  Hoom,  froin  Spain,  informing  Iiim  of  tbe 
excessive  an^^er  of  the  king  at  the  outrages  of  the 
Iconoclasts,  and  urging  that  some  means  might  be 
deyised  to  appease  him  before  his  departore  for  tiie 
Netherlands.  At  this  doubtful  crisis,  Orange,  Eg- 
mond, and  Uoorn,  met  together  at  Dendermonde^  with 
Louis  of  Nassau  and  the  Count  of  Hochsttndt,  to  con- 
sider of  their  present  situation,  and  the  course  of 
conduct  now  to  be  pursued,  when  each  gave  a  diffimat 
opinion^  suitable  to  his  character*  Louis  of  Nasssu^ 
bold,  ardent,  and  enterprizing,  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  prompt  and  determined  measures  for  their 
defence.  Orange,  prudent  and  cautious,  thought  the 
wiser  plan  would  be  to  retire  from  the  country;  while 
Egmond,  already  weary  of  the  turmoil  in  which  be 
liad  involved  himself,  and  sickening  at  the  loss  of 
court  favour,  advised  that,  without  taking  alarm  at  the 
letters  of  d'Alava,  they  should  strive  to  convince  the 
king  of  their  zeal  fox  his  service,  by  their  ell'orti?  to 
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preserve  the  peace,  iind  their  entire  submission  to  his  loiiii 
ordinances.  ILb  deckiou,  uuhappiiy  for  himself  imd 
his  fhends^  pFdyailed,  which»  indeed,  as  he  possessed 
unbounded  influence  with  the  troops,  it  was  vain  to 
opposed  He  undertook  to  denuuid  an  exphination  of 
the  letteis  from  the  goYemess,  when  she  either  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  matters  alluded  to  in  then],  or 
put  an  enturely  opposite  inteiprelation  on  such  parts  as 
die  was  nnable  to  disown.  With  her  excuses,  such  as 
they  were,  Egmond  allowed  himself  to  be  pacihed.  • 
Hie  Count  of  Hoom,  shortly  after»  had  drawn  up  a 
full  justification  of  his  conduct  in  liis  government  of 
Tournay,  retired  to  his  house  at  Weert;  and  the 
Prinee  of  Orange,  whose  presence  had  been  repeat^ 
edl}  solicited  by  the  Hollanders,  obtained  permission 
of  the  gOTomess  to  visit  his  stadtholderate.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  the  states  of  Holland  proposed  to 
confbr  on  him  a  gift  of  55^000  guilders^  which  he 
refiised»  observing^  that  the  public  money  might  be 
better  applied  in  these  calamitous  times*  He  made 
regulations  for  the  performance  of  the  reformed  }?er- 
vice,  both  Galvinist  and  Lutheran,  under  certain 
restrictions,  and  endeavoured,  but  without  success,  to 
induce  the  Heformers  to  be  satisfied  with  churches 
outside  the  walls  of  the  towns\ 

The  difference  of  opinion  between  the  heads  of  the 
popular  party  was  an  effective  auxiliary  to  Margaret^ 
in  following  the  adtice  given  her  by  Philip,,  to  aim  at 
the  breaking  up  of  the  confederacy,  by  sowing  mis- 
trust and  dissensions  among  its  members.  With  this 
view,  she  held  out  to  those  of  the  Catholic  religion 

'  Bor,  bock  ii.,  bl.  108—112.  Vera&twooidiAge  voor  dea  Giavc  van 
Uoorn.    MetcTcn,  book  ii.,  fol.  40. 

«  Resol.  UolL,  1666,  bl.  5B,  60.  Uuoft,  Nedcrl.  liist.,  boek  iii.,  bl. 
118. 
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1560  pi'oniises  of  the  king's  speedy  arriva],  cud  of  the 
clemency  and  favour  be  would  show  towards  them  in 
particular.    Philip,  likewise,  wote  to  sev^  among 
them  in  the  most  gracious  terms,  especially  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  to  whom  he  addressed  a  letter  in  his  own 
hand,  containing  expressions  of  entire  confidence  aad 
aflectiou,  and  beor^ring  him  (in  answer  to  a  reqnert  he 
had  made  some  time  before,  to  be  dismisse^l  Ironi  Lis 
employments)  not  to  desert  his  service  in  this  difficult 
«  crisis,  but  to  cease  for  a  while  his  intimacy  with 
his  brother,  Louis,  whose  loyalty  was  suspected,  lu 
consequence  of  tlie  blandishments  and  solicitations  of 
Philii)  and  the  govciuess,  above  a  third  \mvt  of  the 
confederate  nobles,  among  whom  was  the  Count  of 
Kgmond,  were  induced  to  abandon  the  common  can8e\ 
The  important  preliminary  of  dissolving  the  con- 
federacy being  thus  accomplishedt  Margaret^  under 
pretext  of  punishing  the  seditious  and  image-breaker8» 
ga,ve  orders  for  levying,  besides  the  German  soldiers 
under  Eric  of  Brunswick,  two  more  r^meuts^  under 
Count  Philip  of  Oversteyn,  with  five  of  native  troojws 
of  which  two  were  Walloous*.    Tims  supported,  she 
felt  it  no  longer  necessary  to  disguise  her  real  inten- 
tiuiis.    Hhc  jdnced  troops  at  the  disposal  of  the  stadt- 
holders  of  the  proviuct^s,  with  commands  to  seize  and 
punish  all  those  concerned  in  the  late  disorders,  and  to 
distribute  garrisons  in  the  j)iiiicipal  towns  of  their 
governments.    Uu  the  refusal  of  the  citizens  of  Valen- 
ciennes to  admit  the  soldiers  within  their  walls,  pleading 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  their  pri>ilegcs,  she  ordered 
Philip  de  St.  Aldegonde,  lord  of  Koircarmes,  to  lay 

•  Strada,  ikc.  i.,  lib.  v.,  p.  173.    Meteicii,  boek  ii.,  ful.  47.  Auttlieii. 
btuk.,  bl.  17. 


•  The  r.iiinc  uf  Walloon  provinces  is  generally  given  to  Ilaiuault, 
Artois,  and  Frcu<;h  FlauUeii^^  wlicic  the  French  language  ih  t>yokiM» 
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riege  to  the  town,  and  publicly  proclaimed  them 
traitors.  The  performaQce  of  the  reformed  services 
was  forbidden  in  most  of  the  provinces,  and  the 
ministers  seized  and  imprisoned.  To  a  remonstrance 
of  the  confederate  nobles  on  the  subject^  Margaret 
replied,  that  she  had,  with  great  reluctance,  granted 
the  heretics  liberty  to  preachy  but  she  did  not  imder- 
fltend  that  they  were  tOx  perform  the  ceremony  of 
marriage  and  other  rites  appertaining  only  to  the  true 
church 

The  next  measure  adopted  by  the  goTemess  was  to  1567 

])ropose  a  new  oath  to  all  tlie  members  of  the  council 
of  state,  to  the  eiiect,  that  they  should  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to'  uphold  the  Catholic  church,  to 
punish  the  sacrilegious,  and  extirpate  heresy ;  and  that 
they  should  treat  as  enemies  all  those  whom  she 
declared  such  in  ilic  kin^r's  name.  It  was  detenninod 
that  all  who  refused  to  take  this  oath  should  be 
deprived  of  their  offices ;  by  which  means,  such  as  did 
not  take  it,  were  removed  from  afiairs,  while  the 
governess  secured  the  co-operation  of  those  who  did. 
Egmond  and  most  of  the  other  nobles  readily  accepted 
it;  the  Prinee  of  Orange,  liiedeiode,  Iloorn,  and 
Hocbstradt,  declined,  and  the  latter  was  in  consequence 
commanded  to  sun  cmler  lii^  government  of  ^lechlin. 
To  the  prince  Margaret  sent  a  private  ambassador, 
urging  and  even  entreating  him  to  conform  to  her  . 
w  ishes  on  this  point ;  he,  however,  steadily  refused. 
A  similar  oath,  he  objected,  had  never  been  imposed 
on  any  stadtholder,  and  his  accepting  it  would  appear 
like  an  acknowledgment  that  he  had  previously  failed 
in  his  duty ;  ho  had  sworn  to  preserve  the  privileges  of 
his  provinces,  and  if  any  thing  Avere  commaiKkHl  l)y 
the  king  detrimental  to  them,  he  should  be  embarrassed 

*  15i>r,  bock  il.,  U.      — 15U.   Meteieu,  buck  ii.,  ful.  47» 


Digitized  by  Google 


53S  PHILIP  111. 

I 

1667  by  two  oaths  of  a  cohtraiy  nature ;  it  was  incompatible^ 
aI«o»  with  the  feudal  allegiance  he  owed  to  the  Em* 

peror  of  Germany ;  and,  lastly,  in  swearing  to  prosecutt 
heretic8»  he  should  bind  himself  to  denoonoe  his  om 
wife  and  her  family,  who  were  Lutherans*.  He 
accompanied  iiis  refusal  with  a  request  that  auoUiat 
stadtholder  might  be  appointed  in  his  room.  The 
office  was  afterwards  conferred  on  Maximilian,  count 
of  Bossnx« 

The  popular  party  had  been  daily  losing  the  ground 
tlius  gained  by  the  cuurt.  The  outrages  committed  1 
on  the  churches,  though  disowned  and  deprecated  by 
the  better  class  of  Reformers,  cast,  ne^rthelen^  a 
stigma  on  the  whole  body,  and  had  alienated  from 
them  the  minds  of  their  Catholic  allies,  of  whom  many  | 
were  now  inclined  to  admit,  that  a  necessity  exvted  i 
for  the  inquisition  and  the  penal  edicts.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  activity  which  the  principal  among  the  con- 
federates had  shown  in  chastising  the  rioten,  had 
rather  excited  against  them  the  hatred  of  the  populace^ 
who  conoeiYed  that  die  punishment  of  their  exeems 
argued  a  desertion  of  their  cause,  than  reassured  the 
Catholics.  The  lieformers^  moreover,  divided  amongst 
themselves,  could  not  be  induced  to  act  heartily 
to^jether  for  the  pur])08e  of  averting  the  common  ! 
dauiger.  They  were  generally  considered  as  forming 
.  three  principal  sects,  of  which  the  Anabaptist  wm 
composed  chiefly  of  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  and, 
except  in  Friesland,  comparatively  small  in  number. 
The  Lutherans,  or  as  they  were  generally  called,  Pro* 
testants  of  the  Augsburg  confession,  were  the  most 

'  Studs,  dee.  I.»  Ub.  vi,  p.  190^  ISl. 

•  He  Imd  married,  about  two  years  before,  Anue,  daughter  of  Maurice, 
elector  of  S«xou  j. 
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influeiitial  from  their  station  and  property ;  while  the  15G7 
CalTiniste,  by  Ikr  the  moit  niuuerous,  active,  and 
MalotMi  wwe  pioporlioiiably  detested  by  the  oourt  and 
Catholic  clergy.  Each  of  these  sects  viewed  the  othei^a 
with  no  lem  hatred  and  mistrutt  than  they  did  the 
Gatholiety  whcym  the  Lutherans,  in  fact,  sometimes 
^u[>ported  against  their  brother  Beformers,  in  the  civil 
braik  of  the  towns.  Neither  was  this  feeling  confined 
to  the  Reformers  of  the  ISetherhiuds,  since  theCiemiau 
Protestant  princes  refused  to  comply  with  their  soiici- 
tetkms  for  aid,  nnless  the  Calvinists  wodd  first  sub- 
scribe to  the  iVugsburg  coniession  ;  a  condition  which, 
it  may  be  readily  supposed,  was  lejected^r** 

Added  to  these  causes  of  division  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  popular  party,  was  the  entire  separation 
whieh  bad  now  taken  place  between  its  leaders,  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Count  of  Eguioad.  The 
former  had  the  advantage  of  the  latter,  inasmuch  as  he 
possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  real  views  and  design r  of 
the  bpanish  court,  by  means  of  a  spy  he  entertaiuud 
there^  in  the  person  of  one  John  of  Castile,  clerk  to 
Andreas  de  la^s  Layas,  the  king's  secretary,  who,  for  a 
pension  of  300  crowns,  betmyed  to  the  prince  all  the 
secrets  of  his  master ;  and  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Netlierland  affairs  in  Spain  were  entrusted  to  the 
liands  of  this  minister,  the  traitor  had  ample  means  of 
communicating  to  the  prince  all  the  information  he 

'  7Ho(i^boekiiL,U,lll^l2a»123.  Bor,  book  iiL,  bL  168. 


*  The  Duke  of  Wirtembeig,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Augsbui^  con- 
fession, liad  even  gone  so  fiur  as  to  promise  the  Duke  of  Guise,  the  bitter 
persecutor  of  the  Reformers  in  France,  to  unite  witli  the  Catholics  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  Calvinistic  doctrines,  proviiled  the  work  of 
purifying  the  Romish  Church  were  not  neglected,  and  that  the  pnninh- 
mcnts  and  proschptioufi  of  the  Luthenias  should  cease. — TUuaau%  lib. 
:uux.,  cop.  U. 
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1667  desired'.   Orange,  therefore,  knew  full  well  that  no 

safety  remained  for  hiin  except  in  Hii^lit,  or  in  arms; 
but  prufessiug  the  Catholic  reiigioii»  aud  dreadiog  le^^ 
he  should  appear  to  eoimtenanoe  the  excesses  of  the 
lleformers,  he  ])iirsue(l  a  vacillating  ct)urse  of  policy, 
at  cue  time  joiuing  iu  preparations  for  active  resistauce 
to  the  government^  at  another  zealously  obeyiug  Us 
orders,  and  assisting  in  the  snppression  of  distnrhanceg. 
£gmond,  iu  impoverished  circumstances,  and  dependent 
for  support  on  the  emoluments  of  Us  offices,  either  felt 
or  feigned  implicit  reliance  on  the  promises  of  the  king, 
whose  merciful  aud  benevolent  disposition  he  made  the 
constant  theme  of  his  discourse*  At  this  time  he 
feeeuied  to  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  to  expiate 
his  former  ofiences  by  his  present  devotion  to  the 
service  of  the  eonrt,  displaying  the  greatest  activity  ia 
abolishing  the  reforme<l  worship,  pumbhiiig  lieretios, 
aud  forcing  the  towns  throughout  his  government  of 
Flanders  to  receive  garrisons.  Ifenry  van  Bmderode^ 
more  perhaps  from  necessity  than  inclination,  remained 
faithful  to  the  cause  he  had  espoused.  A  diieei 
descendant  in  the  male  line  from  the  ancient  Counts  of 
liollaud*,  his  title  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  county, 
was  considered  by  many  to  be  preferable  to  that  of  the 
reigning  prince,  and  he  was  accused  by  his  enemies  of 
directing  his  views  to  the  seat  of  his  forefathers;  he 
had  been  the  promoter,  and  most  active  member  of 
the  confederacy  f:  was  a  sincere  and  zealous  Protes- 
tant; and  from  his  illustrious  descent,  joined  to  hk 

•  Bor,  tioek  xvL,  bL  288. 

•  Bor,  boek  iu^  bl.  145.  Metonn,  Uoek  il.,  fol.  48. 


*  His  ancestor  was  Siwnrd,  or  Sigefrid,  younger  son  of  Arnold,  thiri 
Count  of  Holland,— bee  rartX,,  diap.  1. 
t  Vide  i>.  620. 
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htaVe  and  generous  disposition,  w$is  as  much  beloved  15(57 
hy  the  people,  if  less  reverenced,  than  Oran^^e  and 
£giiioud«  For  these  reasons  he  ms  peculiarly  ob* 
Boitioas  lit  court,  and  finding  himself  shut  out  from  all 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  he  made  active  preparaiious 
for  hostilities.  He  fortified  the  town  of  Vianen,  a 
part  of  his  patrimonial  demesnes,  provided  it  with 
heavy  artillery,  supplied  to  him  for  the  purpose  from 
Utrecht  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  placed  within  it 
a  giarriaon  of  3000  men\ 

Troops  were  also  levied  by  the  Lord  of  Tholen^ 
and  a  few  other  confederate  nobles,  who  made  an 
attempt  to  possess  themselves  of  Flushing,  which 
being  unsuccessful,  they  retired  to  Oosterwel  near 
Antwerp.  Here  they  were  attacked  by  some  companies 
under  Philip  de  Lannoy,  lord  of  Beauvais,  and  the 
Count  of  Egmoud,  defeated,  and  dispersed,  Tholen 
himself  being  slain.  A  similar  &te  befel  a  band  of 
8000  Reformers,  who  marched  from  Tournay  with  the 
purpose  of  throwing  succours  into  Valenciennes. 
This  city,  which  bad  been  liesieged  since  the  November 
of  ihe  previous  year,  now  surrendered  at  discretion, 
when  200  of  the  inhabitants  were  put  to  death  by  Mar. 
command  of  the  Lord  of  Noircannes^  To  add  to 
the  consternation  occasioned  by  these  disasters,  a  report 
was  universally  spread  through  the  Netherlands,  that 
the  king  being  unable  to  visit  them  in  person,  was 
about  to  send  thither  the  Duke  of  Alva  at  the  head  of 
a  large  army  of  Spaniards  and  Italians.  laking 
advantage  of  the  general  terror,  the  governess  adroitly 
gave  the  stadtholders  and  the  magistrates  of  the  towns 
to  understand,  that  the  king's  wrath  would  be  appeased, 
and  the  army  withheld,  if  the  heretics  were  finally  put 
to  sileiice.    lu  consequence  of  this  hint,  the  reformed 

^  Bor,  bo«k  iiL,  hi.  147.         *  Meteran,  boek  IL,  fol.  50. 
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1567serviee  was  npidly  abolifhed  tfamni^  ibe  'mbnA^ 

country;  the  churches  everywhere  broken  do\m,  and 
not  unfrequently  gibbets  made  of  the  materiala. 

Saoh  was  the  state  of  affiilra,  when  an  interriew 

was  ouce  more  brought  about  between  tlio  Prince  of 
Orange  and  the  Gonnt  of  Egmond  at  WiiMvoedr. 
Here  the  prince  represented  to  Egmond,  in  urgent  and 
forcible  terms,  the  destruction  that  would  ensue  to 
them  flrom  the  invasion  of  the  ^Mmish  armj,  and 
besought  him  either  to  enter  into  a  general  league  with 
the  nobles  to  oj)po8e  their  coming,  or  to  Beek  lor  safetj 
in  flight.  But  in  spite  of  his  prayers  and  entreatiefl^ 
Egmond  obstinately  rejected  both  tliese  measures, 
observing,  that  from  the  active  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  punishment  of  the  image-breakers  and  heretics^  he 
had  evervtliiiig  to  hope  from  the  mercy  of  tlic  king. 

Your  hope  tlien  is  iailaciou6>"  replied  Orange,  in  a 
tone  of  melancholy  prophecy,  yon  will  bnt  serve  as 
the  1)ridge  for  the  Spaniards  to  jiass  over  into  the 
KetherlandSy  which  as  soon  as  they  have  passed,  they 
will  destroy^*.  The  two  nobles  separated  with  mntiud 
tears  and  embraces,  and  shortly  after,  the  prince  retired 
to  his  territory  of  Nassau  in  Germany,  leaving  his  son 
Philip,  count  of  Bnnren,  at  the  university  of  Lonvain. 
Bredriiide,  then  at  Amsterdam,  being  warned  of  the 
approaching  danger,  took  refuge  in  Cleves,  where  he 
died  the  following  year.   After  his  departure,  Vianeii, 

*  Stndo,  dec.  I.,  Ub.  Ti^  p.  208. 

*  The  popular  story  that  Egniond  took  leave  of  ilie  prince  in  then 
terms  Adieu  prince  sane  terreT'  and  Uiat  Orange  replied,  *<Adjfl 
oomte  flans  tete  I**  rests  solely  on  tbe  authority  of  Anbeiy  du  MaQrifTi 
the  scooniit  of  their  separation  being  given  hy  the  contemponiy  hfato- 
riana  as  in  the  text.  The  eharader  of  both,  indeed,  rendeia  it  higti|X 
improbable  that  they  should  have  indulged  in  sueh  coarse  and  end 
irony,  on  so  moiimfiil  an  oceastoii. 
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and  the  legt  of  bis  demcmes^  were  oeeupied  mA  pU- 1507 

iaged  by  the  trooi>s  of  Count  Eric  of  Bruuswick*. 

The  govemesa  having  thus  obtained  tlie  full  gia- 
tMcatloB  of  her  wishes  in  the  punighment  of  the 
heretics  and  the  abolition  of  tiicir  Morsbip,  earnestly 
boMmght  the  king  to  grant  her  AiU  powers  to  proelaim 
a  general  pardon,  and  tliat  he  would  abandon  his 
purpose  of  sending  an  army  into  the  Netherlands;  a 
memnre  which  had  now,  she  said,  beeome  whcdly 
unnecessary,  since  all  the  principal  towns  had  received 
ganriscm^  the  seditioua  were  punished,  and  -  the 
fbtmed  dhnrriies  ewmywhem  destro^'. 

Far  different,  however,  were  the  resolutions  which 
prevaUed  in  the  Spanish  eonneiL   Of  this  body  three 
members?  alone,  Roderic  Gomez  di  Silva,  tlie  Duke  d! 
Feria,  and  the  Cardinal  Fresnada,  advocated  the  cause 
of  merey ;  the  remaiader,  amonjer  whom  the  most  inffiH 
ential  were  Alvaress  di  Toledo,  duke  of  Alva,  and  the 
Caidiiial  of  Oranvelle,  used  their  utmost  endeavours  in 
urging  on  Philip  to  those  severities,  to  which  he  was 
already  hut  too  well  inchned.    In  con^p] lance  with 
tbeir  exhortations^  supported  by  those  of  the  pope,  he 
deelared  his  intention  of  marching  in  ])crsoii  at  the 
bead  of  his  aitny,  to  ehastise  the  rebels  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  he  even  made  some  preparations  for  hiA 
journey ;  but  the  afiairs  of  Spain  were  not  at  this  time 
In  a  condition  to  admit  of  his  absence.  The  disaffected 
in  that  country  only  waited  for  a  leader  to  break  out 
out  into  open  revolt,  and  he  feared  lest,  if  lie  left  his 
eldest  son,  Don  Carlos,  behind  him,  they  would  immei* 
diately  adopt  him  as  snch;  while,  as  he  liad  been 
heard  to  express  sympathy  for  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Netherlanders,  his  presence  among  them  was  equally 

•  Bor,1)oekiii,U.16a. 

'  Stittda,  dec.    UK  rK,  p.  201, 806. 
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]567hft2ardoii8r.   In  this  perplexity  Philip  ottne  to  the 

fata!  determination  of  entrusting  the  conmunul  of  the 
forces,  with  almost  unlimited  power^  into  the  hands  of 
the  Duke  of  Alva,  a  man  who,  as  he  had  been  foie* 
most  iii  advising,  was  well  fitted  for  executing  measures 
of  han^hness  and  severity.  An  able  and  experieneed 
general,  a  devoted  and  unscrupulous  servant  of  his 
sovereign,  and  a  stern  bigot  in  religion,  he  was  one  to 
whom  the  quality  of  meroy  was  uukuown.  The  king 
commanded  the  governors  of  Sicily,  Sardinia  and 
Milan,  to  ]»lace  all  the  veteran  troops  stationed  ia 
the  forti*e8ses  there  at  his  disposal;  the  clergy  aikd 
members  of  the  inquisition  advanced  contribatioos, 
as  for  a  holy  war ;  and  the  Spanish  no])Ies,  eager  at 
once  to  extirpate  the  heretics*  and  to  enrich  than- 
selves  with  their  spoils,  volunteered  in  numbeis  to 
accompany  the  expedition.  The  duke,  embarking  for 
Italy  with  two  of  his  sons,  Don  Frederic  and  Don 
Ferdinand  de  Toledo,  arrived  at  Genoa  on  the  17th  of 
JVIay**.  Shortly  after  his  departure  the  Marqui??  of 
Bergen,  who  had  been  sent  with  the  Lord  deMontigny 
as  ambassador  to  Spain,  died  suddenly,  either  £nm 
grief  at  the  uiiha]>py  condition  of  his  country,  or,  as  it 
was  believed,  from  poison  administered  by  an  order 
of  the  king^ 

DrLiid  and  despair  seized  the  Netherlaiulei*s  at  the 
news  of  Alva's  approach*  Nobles,  merchants,  laboorm 
and  artizans  were  mingled  in  one  general  and  preci(H- 
tate  flight;  vessels  of  all  nations  in  the  ports  were 
crowded  with  exiles  hurrying  from  their  native  shoies; 
•and  a  prohibition  issued  bv  the  governess,  to  prevent 
all  persons,  under  pain  ot  coniiscation  of  tiieir  goodsb 

t  Stnida,  dM.  i.,  lib.  tI.,  p.  202. 
^  Metemi,  boek  iii.,  fol*  63. 

'  This,  howerer,  is  sUeauooaly  denied  by  Uie  frieada  of  the  cottit 
Stnida,  lib.  vi.,  p.  209. 
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from  quitting  their  homes  without  permission  of  the  15G7 
authorities  of  tlie  place  where  they  resided,  served  but 
to  increase  the  evil.  Men  fled  with  the  greater  haste 
and  secrecy,  often  leaving  their  wives  and  families  and 
the  whole  of  their  property  to  the  mercy  of  their 
penecntors.  Thousands  sought  refuge  In  England, 
Germany,  and  Denmark;  the  name  of  ^'beggars,**  a 
name  given  in  scorn,  and  borne  in  pride,  became  but 
too  true  an  appellation ;  the  high-born,  the  wealthy,  aud 
the  learned,  were  beheld  wandering  about  in  foreign 
lands  and  begging  their  bread.  They  still  wore  the 
dress  and  retained  tlie  badge  of  Gueux,"  in  token  of 
their  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they  suffered, 
and  the  hope  they  cherished  of  being  one  day  restored 
to  thoir  beloved  country''. 

The  utter  annihilation  of  the  popular  party  at  this 
period,  jnoves  how  erroneous  is  the  assertion  of  the 
Jesuit  Strada  and  othei-s,  who  state  that  the  revolt  of 
the  Netherlands  was  to  be  attributed,  not  to  the  in- 
quisition or  the  introduction  of  the  new  bishops,  but 
solely  to  the  machinations  of  some  impoverished  and 
disappointed  nobles'.  In  the  first  formation  of  the 
confederacy  the  nobles  rather  obeyed  than  excited  the 
popular  impulse  which,  instead  of  contributing  to  sus- 
tain, they,  by  their  vacillation  and  dissensions  served 
but  to  divide  and  weaken.  So  iar  as  they  were  con- 
cerned, the  movement  was  now  entirely  at  an  end; 
and  it  is  to  their  selfishness,  treachery,  or  inconstancy, 
that  the  temporary  ruin  of  the  people's  cause  is  to  be 
ascribed. 

»  Bor,  boek  iii^  bL  172, 176.  Metem,  lN>ek  iL,  fol  51. 
»  Siiada,  dec,  i.,  lib.  u.,  p.  47. 
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drrhal  if  ifa  Dufa  ofAiwt  in  l<<  NHhrkmit.  Afrmttf^OmiitB 

Egmond  andlloorn.   EstaUUhmenl  of  l/ic  Council  of  TroubUt, 
Rfs'u/naUon  of  the  Gortrncgs  Mar<iarH,    Severities  cj\rcis"l 
the  Council,    Rcmon-  f ranee  of  Holland.    Dcscrfinn  of  (he  NcthcV' 
landt.    Wild  (rueiLc.    Outlawry  of  the  Prince  of  Oran^.  Hit 
Son  carrml  Prisoner  to  Spain,    Commencament  of  HoiiiUtiet, 
Battle  of  H^liff$rle$t    £la$cution  of  Esmond  and  Hoof^,  Battle 
Jmaningm^  Camptn^n  tn  ike  NetherlandM  <f  M#  Prmee  ^ 
Oranff$ — unmecmjul,  SkUue     Alta  at  Antaerp.   HU  arU-^ 
iraty  Chvemment   OppotUhn  of  Leydm.  Anknotitt/  of  tk 
Qu&m  <f  BnpUmd  ^&wari§  Aha,  Sdmr$    ih»  Trwure  mnI  m 
tha  Netherlands,    Alca  attemptt  to  levy  the  Tenth.    Con»entt  toa 
Substitution,    Proceedifiya  of  the  Prince  of  Orawjc.    Petition  <sf 
-  the  NetJierland  Exiles  to  i/te  Diet  at  Spires.    Ainncftf/.  Fh^od. 
Gueit.r  c.rpcUed  the  Ports  of  England.   Cajiturc  of  Bnel.  Second 
attempt  \to  levy  the  Tenth — at  Bruttds.    Siege  of  Bfiel  by  the 
Spaniards.    Gueux  take  possession  of  Flushing,    Capture  ef 
Merchant  Skipi,   J>tik9  ^  MediwhCeli  arrhes  in  the  Neikft" 
lande,   Louie,  iff  Naeeau  elbtaUm  mocmm  from  France*  Sm^ 
prieee  Mime*   BewU  ef  the  Prtmnce  ef  HeKland,  AeeeMy  tf 
(he StaUe  there.  Strand reiuetum  (fMtmfy Alto.  Saektf 
Meehlin.    Siege  of  Ooee  raieed  hy  tke  Guenm.  Prince  4f  Onmy$ 
in  Holland.    Pilhge  of  Zutphen.    Maeeacre  of  Naarden,  Sitys 
of  Haarlem  ;  of  Ahiniaar.    Naval  Victory  of  the  Cucux.  As- 
semllif  of  the  Slalcs-(frncraL    Ixccall  of  Aha.    Hi^  Character. 
Cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands, 

Tbs  Duke  of  Alva  was  delayed  some  time  oi^ 
his  journey  to  the  Netherlands,  first  at  Genoa,  by 

a  severe  fit  of  sickness,  and  afterwards  in  Savoy,  by 
letters  from  the  governess,  who  once  more  endec^ 
voured  to  divert  the  king  from  his  ])urpo6e,  repre- 
seiUing  the  ])aeifie(l  and  submissive  condition  of  the 
country,  and  tliat  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  army 
would  only  awaken  fresh  disturbances.  One  hundred 
thousand  persons,  she  urged,  had  already  quitted  the 
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Netherlands,  and  it  was  to  be  fearcnl  that  if  the  deser- 1567 
tion  continoed,  the  provinces  would  be  entirely  depo« 
j»ulated.    Her  remonstrances  were  attended  with  no 
oth^  efiect  than  an  order  from  Philip  to  the  Duke  of 
Alruy  to  hftiten  hii  march  ae  much  as  possible.  The 
Netherlanders,  concealing  their  dread  under  a  show  of 
eourteflj,  or  with  a  hint  hope  of  propitiating  their  foe, 
prepared  to  receive  him  with  every  demonstration  of 
joy ;  the  Count  of  Egmond^  with  some  other  noble8» 
even  advanced  as  far  as  Luxembui^  to  bid  him  wet 
come.    Ills  reception  ot  them  was  such  as  might  have 
awakened  their  fears  under  far  less  perilous  circum* 
stances.   As  the  Count  of  E^^nond  presented  himself 
he  exclaimed  aloud,  "  Here  comes  the  arch  heretic !" 
and  replied  to  their  expressions  of  congratulation. 
Welcome  or  not,  it  is  all  one  ;  here  I  anl^'* 
In  the  mouth  of  August  the  Duke  entered  the 
Netherlands^  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  19,000  in&ntiy 
and  1200  cavalry,  composed  of  bpaniards,  Italians^ 
BavoyardSt  and  Qennans»  the  greater  portion  of  them 
▼eteran  troops,  and  in  a  high  state  of  discipline.  Be« 
sides  liis  commission  as  captain-general,  he  was  furnished 
by  the  king  with  another  private  commission,  by  which 
he  was  empowered  to  remove  and  appoint  stadt holders 
of  provinces,  and  all  other  public  othcers,  to  build  forts 
and  citadels,  to  levy  such  ftmds  as  were  necessary  for 
the  support  of  his  troup??,  and  to  seek  out  and  punish 
heretics  and  seditious  persons*   On  being  asked  by  the 
goTemess  if  he  had  any  flirther  instructions,  he  inso- 
lently replied,  that  he  would  produce  them  as  occasion 
tequired.   Tliough  deeply  hurt  at  this  treatment,  Mar- 
garet, well  knowing  that  a  word  from  her,  exjiressive 
of  dissatisfaction,  would  be  suihciuut  to  throw  the  whole 
of  the  provinces  into  a  state  of  uproar,  took  no  farther 

•  Meteren,  boek  iii.,  foL  6^  54.  Bor,  boek  iv.,  hi  lb2. 
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1567  notice  of  it>  tUau  immediately  to  write  to  tke  king; 
requesting  her  dismissal^. 

Having  placed  his  troops  in  garrison  in  the  towns 
of  Brussels,  Antwerp^  aud  Gheut»  of  which  he  obliged 
the  citizens  to  deliver  up  the  kejs,  Alva  lesohed  upon 
executing  without  delay  those  projects  of  vengeance 
which  the  king  had  long  secretly  cherished ;  and  foe 
this  the  blind  confidence  of  his  intended  victims  soon 
gave  him  an  opportunity.  He  sumuiuued  a  general 
assembly  of  the  council  of  state  at  Brussels^  whentUe 
Counts  of  Egmond  and  Hoom  appearing  among  othen^ 
were  received  with  every  appearance  of  friendship,  and 
admitted  to  several  interviews  with  the  duke  at  the 
house  of  Culemburg,  where  he  resided.  On  one  oeea- 
Sion,  the  conference  being  prolonged  to  a  late  hour  of 

Sep.  the  day,  the  Count  of  £gmond  was  preparing  to  depart, 
^'  when  he  was  invited  into  a  side  apartment,  as  if  for 
the  purpose  of  a  private  communication.  On  his 
entrance,  he  was  immediately  arrested  by  some  Spanish 
soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Don  Frederic  di  Toledo 
and  Sanchio  d'Avila.  At  the  first  moment  he  changed 
countenance^  and  appeared  struck  with  dismay,  bat 
quickly  recovering  himself,  he  surrendered  his  sword 
with  composure,  observing,  "  That  sword  has,  ere  now, 
done  the  king  good  service.''  The  Count  of  Hoom 
at  the  same  time  was  made  prisoner  in  another  part  of 
the  building,  by  Don  Ferdinand  di  Toledo.  John 
Caaembrot,  lord  of  Backerseel,  secretary  to  the  Count 
of  Egmond,  and  the  secretary  of  the  Count  of  Hooru, 
Alonzo  de  la  Loo,  were  likewise  seized,  together  with 
all  the  principal  officers  and  servants  belonging  to  their 
household,  and  the  whole  of  their  papers.  The  Count 
of  Ilochsti-adty  being  delayed  by  au  accident  on  his 

^  Ccsare  Cumpaua,  Gucrro  di  l^^iauOre,  lib.  ii.,  p.  31— dd.  ^tnuLi, 
lib.  vi.^p.  2H. 
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road  to  Brussels,  received  a  timely  warning  from  the  fate  i 
of  his  compaaioBS  to  proceed  no  farther.  Egmoud  aud 
Hoom,  after  remaining  some  days  confined  at  Brossels, 
w  ere  conducted  prisoners  to  Ghent,  under  an  escort  of 
three  tbousand  Spanish  eoldiers^.  Although  this  act 
had  been  done  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of 
the  goveruess,  and  was,  in  fact»  a  flagrant  contempt  of 
her  autbority,  Alva  deemed  no  farther  apology  neces* 
sary,  than  a  declaration  that  he  had  forborne  to  consult 
her,  because  he  was  desirous  of  saving  her  from  the 
obloquy  with  which  it  must  necessarily  be  attended  ^ 

The  subsequent  measures  of  the  duke  bulliciently 
testified  that  he  was  prepared  to  carry  out  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  counsels  he  had  ^ven  his  sovereign,  not  to 
lose  so  fair  a  pretext  for  breaking  at  once  the  seals  of 
all  the  charters  of  the  Netherlands, — ^badges  of  the 
w  eakuess  of  his  ancestors- — disgraceful  chains  upon  tlio 
prince,  and  sources  of  disaffection  to  the  people, — ^and 
placing  a  sharp  bridle  in  the  mouth  of  the  conquered 
provinces'^ t-    Not  content  with  enforcing  the  inquibi- 
tion  and  the  penal  edicts  in  their  utmost  rigour,  he 
annihihited  at  one  fell  blow,  all  the  privileges  and 
liberties  which  the  Netherlanders  had  so  hardly  won 
and  so  deeply  cherished,  by  the  erection  of  a  council, 
which  he  called  the  Cuuncil  of  Troubles,  but  which 
soon  merited  and  received  the  name  of  the  Council  of 
Blood.   This  council  consisted  of  twelve  members,  at 

•  Bor,  boek  iv.,  W.  184,  m.  Hooft,  bock  iy^  hh  142.      *  Mem. 

♦  It  was  said  that  when  the  Cardiiinl  of  Grnnvelle  hcanl  that  Alva 
had  the  priiK-iifal  of  the  iScthcriand  iioMes  in  liis  power,  he  inquired 
"whether  they  had  covght  the  Taciturn  (a  nickname  given  to  the 
I  riiice  of  Orange,)  and  being  answered  in  the  negative  ;  **  Ah  then,"  he 
replied,  "  if  he  is  uot  in  tiie  net,  Alva  has  caught  nothing."  Strada,  dec# 
i.,  lib.  vi.,  p.  210. 

t  Thi  k  u  -  had  obtained  of  the  pope  absolution  from  the  Oftth  he  had 
Ukeu  at  his  accession.   13or,  Auttliui.  Stuk^  torn,  i.,  bl.  6« 


1507  the  head  of  whom  was  n  Spmiaftl*  John  di  Viu!fii%  a 
nan  so  notorious  for  his  cruelty,  that  it  was  a  geaeralljr 
Teceived  saying  among  bis  countrymen,  that  to  cut 
away  the  gangrene  of  heresy  from  the  Neiherlandib  it 

WAS  necessary  to  have  a  knife  like  Vargas/'  Closely 
associated  with  bim,  botli  by  family  connect  ion  aud 
similarity  of  dispositioo,  was  Jacob  Hesseis*  of  whom 
it  is  reported,  that  he  took  no  other  part  in  the  debates, 
during  which  he  generally  slept,  than  when  the  votes 
were  given  to  cry  out»  To  the  gibbet!  to  the  gibbet^r 
As  all  those  in  whom  fanaticism  or  cupidity  liad  not 
extinguished  every  B])ark  of  human  feeliug»  soon  reUrud 
from  the  eonndi  in  disgust  at  its  barbarous  and  tyiin- 
nical  proceedings,  the  whole  authority  was  left  in  tlji) 
hands  of  these  two,  aud  jLouis  del  Bio^  a  SpauisU 
priests 

Such  was  the  eliaraeter  of  the  men  to  whoiu  was 
committed  absolute  power  over  the  lives^  persons^  and 
property  of  the  Netherlanders;  for  though  Alva  ie> 
served  to  himself  the  final  decision  of  all  questions 
discussed  by  them,  he  rarely  Mled  to  consent  to  wkat* 
ever  they  proposed.  The  jurisdiotion  of  all  the  native 
tribunals  was  superseded ;  the  authority  of  the  council 
of  state  annihilated;  and  the  rights,  privileges^  aad 
customs  of  the  provinces  dechured  mischievons  aad 
invalids  The  governess  perceiving  herself  deprived, 
by  the  establishment  of  the  new  oouncil»  of  even  tbs 
shadow  of  authority,  peremptorily  insisted  on  her  dis- 
missal, wliich  was  granted  with  ample  expressions  of 

•  Meteren,  boek  iii.,  fol.  64.   ilooft,  boek  xiv.,  bl,  SS4.  * 
'  Meteren,  boek,  iii.,  fol. 

•  This  miscreant  ultimately  suffered  the  same  fate  lio  \vas  so  ready  to 
inflict  on  others ;  lie  was  han^^td  to  a  tree  by  the  people  oi  Ghent  durinjj 
some  commutiou:>  wliicU  occurred  there  iu  1578.  Mettj  boei&  vii(«> 
fol.  IGl. 
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apptdbatfoh  of  her  government,  and  a  present  of  80,000  1667 

crowns,  with  au  auuuity  of  20,000  iur  life^. 

With  her  departed  the  last  glimmering  my  of  hopa 
firam  the  hearts  of  the  unhappy  Netherlanders.  I^e 
bad  never,  until  her  auger  was  roused  by  the  pubiio 
pubiio  preaehinga  of  the  Beformars  and  the  exoesses 
of  the  image^vreakerS)  enforced  the  perseouting  edicts!, 
but  after  vehement  remon^itranoes  to  the  king,  and  in 
obedienee  to  his  repeated  and  pressing  importunities^; 
she  eonstantly  dissuaded  Philip  from  having  reoonrse 
to  violent  measures,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  smeerely 
endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  discon- 
tented nobles.    Her  just  indignation  at  the  outrages 
committed  on  the  churches,  aud  her  real  alarm  for  the 
wd&re  of  the  Catholic  religion*  once  appeased  hj  the 
punishment  of  the  seditious  and  the  dispersion  of  the 
heretical  assemblies,  she  soon  returned  to  those  better 
ind  gentler  impulses  hj  which  she  had  befoixa  been 
swayed.    She  left  no  means  untried  to  prevent  the 
invasion  of  the  bpauish  army;  and  even  after  the 
arrival  of  Alva»  smothering  her  own  feelings  of 
vrounded  pridc^  at  the  style  of  his  coming,  she  advised 
him  to  disband  the  greater  part  of  his  troops,  and 
father  to  regain  tha  good  vidll  of  the  Netherlanders 
by  kind  treatment,  than  attempt  to  subdue  them  by 
force^   In  her  last  letter  to  the  king,  she  made  one 
more  effort  to  move  his  pity,  and  soften  his  heart  to 
the  miseries  of  his  subjects:  "I  pray  and  njiijuiL'  you,'* 
ahe  writes^  '*that»  mindful  of  your  own  and  the  divine 
vierc7»  vengeance  may  be  confined  to  few,  and  that 

f  Bor,  boek  iv.»  bL  108.  ^  Heteren,  boak     foL  64. 

•  Hiilip's  oommandB  to  Maigvefc  vrare  imperative^  to  vie  h«r  atmotk 
effbrto  to  eztiipate  tbe  Iwretlcfl,  amoogrt  whom  he  aeemed  to  know  the 
1^  conditioDy  and  opioione  of  each  individual.  See  extracts  fiom  hie 
privatoMen  in  Stndi^  dae,  1.,  lib.  iv.,  p.  100. 
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1567  you  will  prefer  the  repentauce  to  the  punishmeat  of 
your  people^**  With  these  disporitions  it  is  meet 
probable  that,  had  time  been  permitted  her,  her  mea- 
sures of  conciliation  would  have  proved  as  successful 
as  her  measures  of  coercion  had  been  eflbctive.  Had 
Philip  not  committed  the  grave  aud  fatal  political 
error  of  removing  her  from  the  government  at  this 
juncture^  or  had  he  even  then  condescended  to  abide  by 
her  counsels,  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  might  have 
prevented  the  crimes  and  miseries  of  ensaing  years, 
and  transmitted  these  valuable  domiirions  in  wealth 
•and  peace  to  his  posterity. 

Freed  at  length  from  the  semblance  of  a  snperior 
authority,  and  from  the  restraints  which  the  mere  pre* 
sencc  of  the  governess  imposed,  the  Duke  of  Alva,  whc^ 
on  her  resignation,  was  appointed  govemor-generali 
and  his  council  of  troubles  began  to  execute  their 
decrees  with  appalling  severity.  They  iiad  declared 
guilty  of  high  treason  all  who  had  not  used  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  pillage  of  the  churches  or 
the  preachings  of  the  heretics ;  ail  who  had  supported 
the  petitions  against  the  bishops,  edicts,  and  inquisi* 
tion ;  alf  who  had  expressed  approbation  of  the  con- 
federacy of  the  nobles  who  had  worn  the  badges,  or 
pledged  to  the  health  of  the  ^'Gueux;''  and  all  who 
had  at  any  time  pleaded  the  national  privileges  in 
opposition  to  the  commands  of  the  sovereign.  Thus, 
scarcely  an  individual  in  the  whole  country  was  safe. 
The  rich  were  summoned  before  the  council  twenty 
and  thirty  together;  the  property  of  such  as  did  not 
appear  was  immediately  confiscated;  those  who  did 
were  invariably  condemned,  dragged  at  the  tail  of  a 
hui^c  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  hanged.  The 
poor  were  seized  at  once,  cruelly  tortured,  and  ]>ut  to 

'  Strada,  dec.  L,  lib.  vi.,  p.  210. 
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deatli,  without  even  the  form  of  ca  trials.  Tlie  wliole  1567 
land  was  crowded  with  gibbets :  the  trees  l)y  the  way- 
side were  loaded  with  corpses ;  and  bodies  fastened  to 
stakes,  burnt,  mangled,  and  headless,  met  the  eye  in 
every  direction.  The  living  walked  among  the  dead  as 
in  a  cbamel  house.  From  the  judgments  of  this 
terril)le  tribmial  there  Avas  no  apjjcal,  in  its  execu- 
tions no  mercy.  More  than  eighteen  hundred  persons 
perished  within  the  space  of  a  few  weeks  by  the  hand 
of  the  executioner.  The  citizens  of  Antwerp  havinpf 
ventured  to  remonstrate  against  these  cruelties^  were 
sharply  told  by  the  duke,  that  he  was  astonished  any 
one  shoiiKl  be  found  so  bold  as  to  intercede  for  heretics, 
and  if  they  did  not  take  heed,  they  would  all  be  put  to 
death  as  an  example  to  others;  adding,  that  the  king 
would  rather  see  the  whole  country  a  desert,  than 
permit  a  single  heretic  to  remain  in  it^  It  was  a 
wretched  source  of  consolation,  that  those  magistrates 
who  had  been  foremost  in  the  work  of  persecution 
fived  no  better  than  the  rest,  several  being  put  to 
death  on  the  accusation  of  negligence,  and  connivance 
with  the  heretics'*. 

The  governments  of  all  the  towns  where  any  die- 
turbanees  had  occurred  were  obliged  to  justify  them- 
selves before  the  council  of  blood  as  to  the  cause  of 
tiieir  not  having  been  prevented ;  and  the  penaionaries 
and  advocates  of  many  of  the  provinces,  as  well  as  of 
the  towns,  were  seized  and  brought  before  the  same 
tribunal.  Among  the  rest,  Jacob  van  der  Elude,  pen« 
sionary  of  Holland,  was  arrested  by  the  Lord  of  Bossu, 
who  bad  invited  him  to  his  house  under  a  show  of 
friendship,  and  sent  prisoner  to  Brussels,  together  with 
all  the  papers,  public  and  private,  found  in  his  posses- 

^  Hooft,  boek  iv.,  1)1. 162.  Metmn,  l)o«k      fol.  6ft* 

*  Bor,  boek  iv.,  hh  220^  211.  -  Hooft,  bock  iv.,  bl.  163. 
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16678ioii»   He  was  aeoused  before  the  eonnoil  of  blood  of 

having  been  present  at  the  requisition  made  to  the 
king  ou  his  departure^  to  withdraw  the  Spanish  troops 
from  the  Netheriaiid&  On  this  oocaaion  the  HoUanden 
bliowed,  that  even  in  those  tiiiR's  of  turror  and  abase- 
ment^  their  ancient  spirit  had  not  quite  deserted  them. 
They  sent  seyeral  buigomasteiti  and  magistrates  to 

Brussels  to  demand  tlie  release  of  their  advocate,  and 
the  surrender  of  the  publio  documents;  adding  the 
inteiligible  hint,  that  until  the  latter  were  letnmed,  it 
was  impossible  either  to  levy  the  puljlic  imposts,  or  to 
pass  the  receiver's  aooounts.  John  van  Treslongt 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  pensionary  so  boldly,  that  he 
was  seized  and  detained  a  whole  day  iu  custody  ;  upon 
wliich  the  others^  fearing  for  their  own  safety  so  near 
the  court,  returned  to  Holland.  Alva,  tyrannical  sad 
reckless  as  he  was,  ditl  not  venture  to  push  matters  to 
extremity ;  but  the  council,  unwilling  to  release  their 
captive,  prolonged  the  trial  until  the  next  year,  when 
van  Einde  died  in  prison.  After  his  death  he  wiis  ac- 
quitted, and  his  property  freed  from  8eqne8tmtion^ 

These  violent  and  sanguinary  proceedings  occasioned, 
as  may   ell  be  imagined,  a  daily  iucrea&ing  desertion  of 
the  >(etherlandS|  in  spite  of  the  preventive  edict  of  the 
late  governess ;  and  as  many  of  the  fugitives  volonteered 
in  the  service  of  the  Huguenots,  in  the  civil  war  now 
id68  raging  in  France,  Alva  decreed  immediate  ontlawiy 
and  confiscation  of  goods  against  such  as  left  their 
homes  without  permission;  and  shortly  after  forbad, 
under  the  same  penalty,  any  communication  to  be  held 
vrith  the  exiles.    A  portion  of  the  miserable  inhabit- 
ants, driven  by  desperation  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
woods  of  West  Flandeis,  and  depending  for  their  sub- 
sistence on  plunder,  became  a  terror  to  the  country, 

>  Bor,  boek  iv.,  bl.  m^lU 
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under  the  name  of  Wild  Gueux,  exmking  their  ven-  I5d8 

geance  principally  oii  the  jiricists  and  monks,  whom 
they  robbed,  and  frequently  put  to  death  with  cruel 
tortures.  The  Duke  of  Aiva  attempted  to  put  a  stop 

to  their  excesses,  by  making  each  parisli  responsible  for 
the  safety  of  its  clergy ;  but  as  this  proved  iaeifectual, 
be  despatched  a  baud  of  seidters  into  Flanders,  by 
whom  the  Wild  Gueux  were  quickly  extirpated 

About  four  months  subsequently  to  the  arrest  of 
the  Counts  of  Egmond  and  Hoom,  a  citation  was 
issued,  suiiunoning  the  Prince  of  Orange,  his  brother. 
Count  Louis  of  Nassau,  the  Count  of  Uochstmdti  the 
Lord  of  Brederode,  and  others  of  the  nobility,  to 
{^ppear  before  the  duke  in  council,  within  three  terms 
Qf  fourteen  days  eaoh;  and  on  their  non-appearanoe» 
liiey  were  condemned  to  death  as  guilty  of  high 
treaj^ou.  Vargas  likewise,  by  order  of  Alva,  seized 
the  princess  son*  the  Count  of  Buuren,  a  child  of 
thirteen  years  of  age,  then  at  the  high  school  of  Lou-* 
vain.  The  governors  in  vain  protested  against  such  a 
Tiolation  of  the  privileges  of  the  university;  Vaigas 
vouchsafed  them  no  other  reply  than  a  single  sentence, 
of  which  it  were  difficult  to  determine,  whether  the 
language  or  the  sentiment  it  was  intended  to  convey 
was  most  offensive  to  the  worthy  professors,  "Non 
curamus  vestros  privilegios."  The  young  couut  was 
sent  prisoner  to  Spain,  where  he  was  detained  nearly 
thirty  years.  Both  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the 
Couut  of  Hochstradt,  answered  the  citation  in  writing, 
irotesting  against  the  competency  of  the  court  to  try 

them,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  knights  of  the 
Golden  Meece,  and  liable  to  be  cited  only  before  their 
peers.  The  prince,  likewise,  as  a  member  of  the 

empire,  obtaiued  the  intercession  of  the  emperor  and 

•  Bor,  boek     U.  124. 
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1668  princes  of  Genmany ;  but  Philip  merely  replied  to  the 
ambassador  sent  by  Maximilian  for  this  puq)ose,  that 
he  had  given  the  Duke  oi  Alva  an  unlimited  commis- 
sion to  execute  his  wishes  concerning  the  affidrs  of  the 
Netherlands!*. 

As  Alva  now  apprehended  some  hostile  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  fugitive  nobles»  and  that  peace 
having  been  declared  between  the  Huguenots  and 
government  of  France,  the  German  Protestant  phnces 
who  had  assisted  the  former^  would  turn  tlieir  arms 
apfainst  himself,  he  fortified  the  frontier  towns,  and 
hastened  the  completion  of  a  strong  citadel  he  had 
begun  some  time  before  at  Antwerp,  with  a  view  of 
keepin<:r  the  inhabitants  of  Bralmnt  in  subjection. 
His  army  was  reinforced  by  the  return  of  1200  horsey 
and  2000  foot^  whom  he  had  sent  under  the  Ckmnt  of 
A  rem  berg  as  auxiliaries  to  the  king  of  France,  and  he 
likewise  took  into  his  pay  the  whole  of  the  Italian 
cavalry  discharged  from  the  service  of  that  monarchy 
and  levied  2000  rocniits  among  the  Walloons 

The  Prince  of  Orange^  on  liis  side,  convinced  that 
no  hope  of  returning  to  his  country,  or  delivering  it 
from  o]»] session,  remained  but  in  anns,  invested  his 
brother  Louis  with  a  commission  ^*to  enter  the 
Netherlands  vrith  an  army,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
freedom,  and  liberty  of  conscience  to  ihe  inhabitants, 
and  of  preserving  the  provinces  for  the  king  in  their 
former  prosperous  condition'.**  Before  he  proceeded 
to  this  last  irrevocable  step,  he  pubiibhed  a  long  and 
able  manifesto^  justifying  all  his  acts  since  theaccesdoa 
of  the  king,  enumerating  his  services  both  before  and 
after  that  perjod,  and  proving  that  the  present  disorders 
were  to  be  attributed,  not  to  his  own  ambition  as  his 

>•  Bor,  l>ock  iv.,  bL  222,  227.    AiittlicTi.  Stuk.,  1)1.  V.K 
^  MeteieD,boeku!^  foL  67.      '  Bor,  boek  ir^  bLm 
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enemies  falsely  asserted,  but  to  tli^s  mal-aJ ministration  1568 
of  Granyelie,  and  the  attempts  of  the  Spaniards  to 
reduce  the  Netherlaudu  to  slayery,  by  the  introduction 
of  the  inquisition*** 

The  German  princes,  chagrined  at  the  hau^htf 
refusal  of  their  mediation  by  Pliilip,  and  jealous  of  the 
near  neighbooriiood  of  so  large  a  number  of  Spanish 
troops,  readily  granted  their  aid  to  the  fiipfitive  nobles. 
It  was  the  design  of  the  coniederates,  to  commence 
hostilities  on  several  quarters  at  once»  in  order,  by  that 
means,  to  embarrass  Alvji,  and  encourage  the  inhabit- 
ants to  join  their  standard.  But  before  the  Prince  of 
Orange  vas  in  a  sufficient  state  of  preparation,  Louis 
of  Nassau  entered  the  province  of  (ironingen  at  the 
head  of  some  hastily-levied  troops*  The  duke  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Count  of  Aremberg  with  about 
one  thousand  Spanish  and  Italian,  and  live  hundred 
Gennan  infimtry,  to  oppose  his  advance;  but  Louis 
had  already  mastered  the  small  fort  of  ^^\^dde,  and 
reduced  Appingadam.  Fearing,  however,  to  await  the 
attack  of  the  disciplined  troo])s  of  D'Aremberg,  he 
commenced  his  retreat,  pursued  by  the  enemy,  to  the 
village  of  Heyligerlee.  Here  the  Spanish  soldiers, 
imagining  that  the  retreat  of  Louis  was  in  fact  a  flight, 
forced  their  general  to  a  battle  before  the  arrival  of 
the  cavalry  which  was  coming  up,  under  the  Count  of 

*  Bor,  boek  iv^  bl,  233*  Auithen.  Sink.,  deel.  i.,  bL  3. 


•  According  to  Grotius  (Aim.,  lib.  iu,  p.  4'2),  he  declares  in  tliis  mani- 
festo his  abaridoninent  of  the  Catholic  relip^ion  ;  but  I  have  remarked  no 
expression  that  can  be  so  interpreted.  In  the  commission  given  to  liis 
brother,  indeed,  he  says  that  the  j  on  d  edicta  were  enacted  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  rootinq-  out  "tlie  pure  word  and  service  of  God.'* — Ror,  boek  iv., 
1)1.  233.  An  uir  of  mystery  is  throwTi  by  historians  over  the  exact  time 
of  William's  eonvei-bion  to  the  reformed  reli!i:i»)n,  which,  however,  beema 
to  have  1»«  en  effected  during  the  period  betwe«a  his  flight  from  the 
Nethcikad^  aud  his  proscription  l>y  Alva. 


Digitized  by  G6ogIe 


566 


PHILIP  tXL 


Megen.  The  consequence  was  an  entire  victory  on 
the  side  of  the  Gueux;  the  Count  D'Aiembei^g  hiiii<* 
ielf  being  slain  with  600  men,  and  all  Ub  baggage  and 
plate,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  taken.  Louis  lost 
only  a  few  men  in  thii  action,  but  among  them  was 
hiB  young  brother,  the  Count  Adolphus  of  Nasmi. 
Unfortunately,  instead  of  pushing  on  at  once  to  Friez- 
land,  where  crowds  of  the  disaffected  would  probably 
have  joined  bis  standardi  Louis  consumed  his  time  in 
a  vain  attempt  to  reduce  Groningen,  for  which  he 
possessed  neither  sufficient  troops  nor  artillery^ 

On  intelligence  of  this  defieat,  the  Duke  of  Al^a, 
whether  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  the  Count  D*Arem- 
berg,  who  stood  high  in  his  esteem,  or  because  he 
wished  to  employ  in  active  service  the  troops  occupied 
in  guarding  the  ])ri&ous»  resolved  upon  the  immediate 
execution  of  all  the  nobles  then  in  confinement.  On 
the  Ist  of  June,  eighteen  noble  captives,  ftom  amon^ 
the  most  illustrious  families  in  tlie  Netherlands,  were 
beheaded  in  the  horse-market  at  Brussels,  and  the 
bodies  of  seven  of  them,  who  had  died  without  confes- 
sion, fastened  to  stakes  and  left  to  perish  on  the  public 
highways*   The  trial  of  the  Counts  of  Egmond  and 
Hoorn  had  been  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  before  Vargas  and  Louis  del  Rio,  members  of  the 
council  of  blood,  and  conducted  in  a  manner  so  arbi- 
trary and  unconstitutional,  as  to  leave  the  question  of 
their  guilt  or  innocence  wholly  out  of  view.  Egmoud, 
the  possessor  of  large  estates  in  Brabant,  was  properly 
amenable  to  tlic  supreme  court  of  that  duchy;  and  the 
Count  of  Ilourn,  tlie  principal  portion  of  whose  lands 
lay  in  Germany,  had  a  right  to  be  considered  as  a 
Bulyect  of  the  empire;  both,  likewise,  appealed  to  their 

«  Cuij  aiin,  raicrrc  di  Fimitliv,  iib.  iii.,  p.  3^  43 — 40. 
■  Mctercn,  l>(K*k  iii.,  fol.  68. 
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privilege  of  being  tried  only  by  tlieir  peei^,  as  knights  15G8 
of  tUe  Golden  fleeoe*  Tlieir  plea  wa^  disregarded; 
they  were  neitlm  coafTonted  with  the  wHne8B6%  nor 
flowed  a  copy  of  tlie  depositions;  and  were  refused 
penniaeion  either  to  bokl  private  interviews  with  their 
attomiei,  or  to  employ  oounsel  in  their  defence.  By 
tliiB  mockery  of  a  trial*  tliey  were  found  guilty  upon 
an  uidiotinent»  Egmond  of  ninety*  Hoom  of  sixty 
liiierent  counts;  the  greater  liuiuber  of  so  frivoluu.s  a 
nature^  that  it  seems  wonderfoi  how  any  tribunal  could 
have  been  found,  gravely  to  sustain  them.  The  only 
ones  oi  any  importance  were,  that  they  had  favoured 
and  pranoted  the  detestable  eonspuiiey  of  the  Prince 
of  Orau|?e ;  that  they  had  afforded  their  protection  to 
the  confederate  nobles;  and  that  they  had  ill-served 
both  the  king  and  the  chnrch  in  their  stadtholderates 
and  other  offices.  They  were  condemned  to  death, 
notwithstandii^  the  earnest  intercession  of  the  emperor* 
the  elector  palatine*  and  several  German  princes  in 
their  favour  ^ 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  of  June*  the  Duke  of 
Alva  summoned  the  Bishop  of  Ypres,  Martin  Ryhoven, 
to  his  presence^  and  commanded  him  to  prepare  the 
Count  of  Egmond  for  death  the  next  day.  The  bishop 
fell  ou  liis  knees,  ami  bursting  into  tears,  implored,  in 
accents  of  the  most  humble  entreaty*  that  the  count*s 
life  might  be  spared*  or  at  least  that  the  execution 
might  be  delayed.  "  I  did  not  bring  you  from  Ypres," 
answered  Alva  fiercely*  ^  to  change  or  defer  the  sen* 
tence,  but  to  confess  the  criminal.'*  On  the  delivery 
of  the  sentence*  which  was  drawn  out  by  liesselfi*  and 
Signed  by  Alva  alone,  Egmond  asked  if  there  was  no 
hope ;  and  being  iufonued  by  the  bishop  of  what  had 
passed*  began  to  prepare  himself  cahnly  for  death. 

V  Bor,  Autth.  Stuk.*  d«el.  i.*  bl,  4D*  at  seq. 
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1568  He  wrote  a  farewell  letter  to  his  mS^  to  whom  he  m 

fondly  attaclied,  and  another  to  the  king,  recoumieuding 
her  aad  his  chiidrea  to  his  mercy,  in  memory  of  his 
former  services.  He  then  confessed,  and  received  the 
hist  sacrament  at  the  hands  of  the  bishop.  Before 
midday  on  the  following  morning,  himself  and  the 
Count  of  Hoom,  were  conducted  by  a  guard  of  2000 
Spanish  soldiers  to  the  scaffold,  erected  in  the  hoise- 
market  at  Brussels.  As  they  ascended*  £gmond  asked 
once  more,  ^'Is  there  no  hope?*'  The  captain  of  the 
guard,  Julian  de  Romero,  shook  his  head,  and  wm  , 
silent.  He  immediately  knelt  down,  and  taking  a 
crucifix  from  the  Bishop  of  Ypres,  kissed  it,  and 
exckiimed,  Lord,  into  thv  hands  I  couimuud  mr 
spirit!'*  The  dreadful  moment  passed,  the  Count  of 
Hoom  next  submitted  to  his  fate  with  the  courage  of 
a  hero,  and  the  humility  of  a  Christian.  lie  died  pr«> 
fessing  the  tenets  of  the  Protestant  faith. 

Thousands  had  assembled  to  witness  the  execution, 
of  which  they  scarcely  seemed  to  believe  the  possi- 
bility. The  two  nobles,  from  theur  ancient  descent, 
their  high  station,  the  eminent  services  they  bad 
rendered  their  country,  their  courage,  iibei*ality,  and 
popular  manners,  were,  notwithstanding  their  vacil-  : 
lating  and  temporizing  conduct  during  the  late  tron* 
bles,  peculiarly  the  objects  of  love  and  vencraiiiiu  to 
the  people.  AU  that  the  Netherlandere  had  hitherto 
Sttfiered — ^thougli  death  or  ruin  had  fallen  upon  every 
family — thougli  they  lay  down  in  fear,  and  rose  up  in 
sorrow— had  £Etiled  to  inspire  them  with  the  feeliags  of 
anguish,  horror,  and  detestation,  excited  by  the  sf)ectacle 
now  presented  to  tlieir  eyes.  The  serried  ranks  oi 
armed  men  prevented  any  attempt  at  rescue^  and  exea 
checked  the  sound  of  a  murmur  from  the  surrounding 
multitude ;  but  as  soon  as  the  fatal  blow  was  struck, 
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•nd  the  troops  began  to  »ive  way,  the  people  rushed 
tumultuously  to  the  soailbld ;  some  kneeling  before  it» 
wwed,  afUr  the  manner  of  their  forefathers,  to  leave 
their  hair  and  beards  uncut,  till  blood  so  noble  was 
avenged'';  others  dipped  their  handkerchiefs  in  the 
gore,  and  pressed  them  to  their  bosoms  with  muttered 
imprecations;  while  others,  among  whom  were  the 
Spanish  soldiers  themselTes,  vented  their  grief  in  tears 
and  lamentations.    It  was  said,  that  the  French  am- 
bassador, who  was  secretly  a  witness  of  the  execution^ 
remarked,  that  he  had    now  seen  the  head  of  that 
man  fall  who  had  thrice  caused  all  France  to  tremble*/' 
After  the  heads  had  remained  fixed  upon  iron  poles 
for  two  hours,  they  were  intwed  with  their  bodies ; 
that  of  Egmond  in  the  oliureli  of  St.  Clara,  at  Sot- 
teghem,  in  Flanders,  and  the  body  of  Hoom  at 
Kempen*. 

About  the  time  of  these  tragical  events  in  the 
NetherlandSi  the  Lord  of  Montigny  was  beheaded  in 
Spain,  in  pursuance  of  a  sentence  i)roniulgated  by  the 
council  of  blood ;  and  Don  Carlos»  the  eldest  son  of 
the  king,  was  thrown  into  prison  upon  an  accusation  of 
entertaining  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  disaffected 
nobles  of  that  country.  He  died  within  a  few  days  of 
his  arrest)  as  some  affirmed,  by  Iiis  ovm  act,  from 
impatience  of  confinement;  but  as  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe,  in  consequence  of  poison  adminis- 
tered by  order  of  Philip.  A  similar  suspicion  attended 
the  death  of  his  step-mother  within  three  montliii 

»  Tacit.  (Ic  Mor.,  cap.  31 . 

s  Met«ren»  boek  iii.,  fol.  58.    Grot*  Aunalea,  lib.  it.,  p.  40,  Bor, 
boek  iv.,  bl.  22G,  239,  240. 


*  Alluding  to  tlic  marriage  of  Philip  with  Maiy,  queen  of  England, 
negociated  by  Egmoad^  and  the  battles  of  Stt  dentin  and  GraYc- 
Uugues, 
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1566  after ;  and  the  intelligence  of  these  atroeitiei  served 
to  convinee  the  Netherlander,  that  Alya,  in  all  that 

he  bad  hitherto  done,  had  uot  exceeded  the  instructional 
given  him  by  the  king,  whom  they  now  began  to  look 
upon  as  a  tyrant  yet  tinore  sanguinary  and  vl&dietire 
than  him  whom  ho  had  sent  auiuiigst  them^. 

The  Duke  of  Alva  having,  as  he  supposed,  iufosed  a 
salutary  fear  into  the  minds  of  the  Netherlanders  by  the 
acts  of  remorseless  and  impolitic  cruelty  which  he  had 
perpetrated,  prepared  to  march  in  person  against  iiouis 
of  Nassau,  who  was  still  engaged  at  the  siege  of  Oronin- 
gen.  On  the  aj)proach  of  Alva,  Louis  retired  towards 
the  Ems,  with  the  design  of  fortifying  buouelf  at  Jem* 
mingen,  until  the  Prince  of  Orange  conid 
succours.  Thither  he  was  closely  followed  by  tiie  duke, 
vnth  his  whole  army,  notwithstanding  that  liooisb  ts 
impede  his  march,  had  broken  the  bridges  behind  him, 
and,  by  opening  the  sluices,  had  laid  a  great  portion  of 
the  country  under  water*  Seeing,  therefore^  no  chance 
of  further  retreat^  he  drew  out  bis  army  in  order  of 
battle ;  when,  at  this  critical  moment,  the  troops,  com- 
posed mostly  of  German  mercenaries,  instead  of  pre* 
paring  to  fight,  began  to  mutiny  for  vwmt  of  pay. 
Scarcely  had  they  given  time  for  the  vanguard  of  the 
Spaniards  to  attack  them,  when  they  broke  their  nmksi 
and  fled  towards  the  boats  lying  in  the  Ems;  neariy 
8ix  thousand  were  killed  in  the  pursuit^  or  drowned  in 
attempting  to  reach  them.  Louis,  seeing  himself 
almost  deserted,  made  his  escape  to  East  Friedand» 
leaving  behind  his  artillery,  plate,  and  baggage*  After 
the  battle,  the -Spaniards  entered  Jemmingen,  where 
thoy  i)ut  every  human  being,  of  whatever  age  or  sex,  to 
the  swords    The  duke  immediately  despatched  letters 

'  Thtmnns,  Kb,  xiMi,,  CAp.  8. 
-   '  Campann,  Gii«r.  <ll  Flaad.,  lib,  ii.,  p.  56, 
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ix^  ^4  Munctta  of  state  of  all  the  provinces,  with  tlie  IjGU 
news  of  his  victory^  ordering  that  it  should  be  cele- 
bmted  with  procesBioiis  and  thaok^givings ;  a  mandate 
whUh  the  people  dared  not  disobey.  Having  raised  a 
fort  at  Delfzyl  to  command  the  Ems,  he  returned  ]>y 
tnqr  of  Utrecht  and  Amsterdam  to  Brabant\  Undia* 
mayed  by  this  ruinous  defeat,  Louis  of  Nassau  rallied 
the  n  niains  of  his  scattered  forces,  and  hastened  to 
Join  his  brother,  William  of  Orange,  who  was  assem<- 
blinof  a  |)owerful  army  in  his  German  territories.  In 
the  mouth  of  September  he  liad  coilcctcd  under  his 
standard  forty-four  companies  (in  each  a  hundred  men) 
of  Gennan  infantn  ,  4000  archers,  I'lench  and  Nether- 
land  refugees,  and  40UU  cavalry*,  with  four  large  and 
six  smaller  pieces  of  artillery.  His  banners,  designed 
as  emblems  of  the  purpose  for  he  invaded  his 

country,  were  inscribed  with  the  motto,  "Pro  iege» 
grege,  et  rege!*'  and  on  others  was  painted  a  pelican 

feedintr  hor  younn^  \^  ith  her  own  blood.  Bc^fore  he 
commenced  his  mardu  he  caused  manifestoes  to  be 
published,  justifying  his  necessary  deibnce  against  the 
horrible  tyranny  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  calling 
upon  the  Netherianders  to  devote  their  lives  and  |)ro- 
perly  to  an  unanimous  resistance  against  the  blood«* 
thir^tiness  of  the  Spaniards,  the  eternal  slavery  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  pure  religion^* 

The  Duke  of  Alva  iiaviug  received  a  supply  of 

'  *  Bor,boekiv^bl.245. 

*  GampBzm,  Gucr.  di  Elaid«,  Ub.  ii.,  p«  67*  Meteno,  boek  iii.,  02. 
Bor,  book  ir^  bL  2«5. 

•  Meteren,  Dor,  and  Campana,  all  agree  as  to  the  amount  of  infantry, 
but  diflFer  with  respect  to  the  cavalry,  of  whicli  T3or  stnt  tlie  nninber  to 
have  hecn  4000,  Mctcren,  7000,  Grotius,  COOO,  Canii»aiia,  SHHH),  and 
Stfiidu  10,000,  while  Do  Thou  aloni»  gives  the  much  more  probable  esti- 
mate of  700, 
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156B  400,000  crowns,  with  2500  freab  troops  from  Spaia« 
inarched,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  5500  horse,  and 

1C,000  foot,  to  Maestricht,  where  he  {Viinicd  a  strong 
encampment^  being  kept  for  some  time  in  doubt  as  to 
where  his  adversary  would  direct  his  first  attack.  At 
length  Oran^^e,  finding  himself  destitute  of  materials 
for  throwing  a  bridge  across  the  Meuse,  passed  that 
river  at  a  ford  near  Stochem,  between  Maestricht  and 
Ruremoiule,  by  a  bokl  and  rapid  movement,  executed 
almost  in  sight  of  Alva  s  army.  But  the  issue  of  the 
campaign,  thus  auspiciously  commenced,  was  equally 
unsuccessful  witli  that  of  Louis.  Alva,  an  able  aud 
experienced  captain,  adopted  the  same  system  of 
tactics  which  he  had  often  found  to  serve  him  well 
during  the  long  wars  he  had  conducted  in  Italy.  He 
carefully  avoided  a  general  engag^ent,  aud  satii>Hed 
himself  with  laying  waste  the  country,  destroying  the 
mills,  aud  harassing  the  prince  by  continual  skirmishes, 
well  knowing  tliat  the  latter  would  be  unable  to  keep 
his  army  long  on  foot  for  want  of  provisions.  The 
event  turned  out  as  he  had  anticipntid.  The  strong 
garrisons  which  he  had  placed  in  all  the  neighbouring 
towns  prevented  the  friends  of  the  Gueux  from  joining 
their  standard ;  supplies  ^vele  cut  oil*  from  their  army 
on  all  sides ;  and  of  300,000  ducats  which  the  refoiined 
communions  of  the  Netherlands  (where  they  were  still 

hold  in  secret),  aud  of  the  refugees  in  other  countries, 
had  j)romised  for  the  payment  of  the  German  troojWi 
but  12^000  were  forthcoming.  As  the  winter  ap* 
preached,  therefore,  the  prince  marched  to  Cambray, 
with  the  intention  of  giving  aid  to  the  Prince  of 
Cond^  and  the  Huguenots,  in  France ;  but  being  pre- 
vented from  effecting  his  purpose  by  the  niutiuous  dis- 
position of  his  troops,  who  refused  to  serve  except 
against  the  Duke  of  Alva,  he  was  obliged  to  retire 
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tlirongh  Champagne  and  Lorraine  to  Si^asbarg.  Here 

he  (lismigsed  his  forces,  except  a  few  hundred  cavalry, 
with  which  he  joined  the  Duke  of  Deuxponts^  who 
was  then  raising  troops  for  the  service  of  the  Prince 
de  Cond^^ 

Alva,  puffed  up  with  pride  and  arrogance  at  the  1569 
entire  destruction,  as  he  imagined,  of  his  enemies, 

caused,  on  his  return  to  Antwerp,  a  brazen  statue  to 
be  cast  of  the  cannon  taken  at  the  battle  of  Jemmingen^ 
and  set  uj)  in  the  market-place,  with  an  inscription  on 
the  base,  siguitying  that  he  had  defeated  the  rebels, 
restored  security  to  religion,  and  peace  to  the  Nether^ 
lands.  The  figure,  an  exact  resemblance  of  himself, 
was  in  full  armour,  except  the  head,  which  was  bare ; 
under  the  feet  lay  the  effigy  of  a  man  with  two  heads, 
which  some  thought  was  meant  to  represent  the  Counts 
of  Egmond  and  Hoom,  others  the  nobles  and  people  of 
the  Netherlands.  As  the  duke  was  one  day  contem-^ 
plating  the  %vork,  Charles  de  la  Croye,  duke  of  Aars- 
chot,  one  of  those  persons  who  assume  a  license  to  say 
what  they  please,  observed  to  him,  that  ^the  heads 
grinned  so  horribly,  it  was  to  be  feared  they  wouU 
take  a  signal  vengeance  if  ever  they  should  rise  agaia." 
The  people  caught  up  the  idle  jest,  and  cherished  it^as 
a  prophecy^. 

Alva  had  now  full  leisure  to  pursue  those  schemes 
of  arbitrary  government  which  the  attempts  of  the 

Prince  of  Orange  and  his  brother  had  in  sonic  ck  ^reu 
interrupted.  He  built  strong  citadels,  and  quartered 
Spanish  garrisons  in  most  of  the  principal  tovms ;  some^ 

how  ever,  bought  cxeiii|)tions  with  large  sums  of  money, 
Amsterdam  paying  200,000  guilders  for  this  purposes 

«  CaropanA,  lib*  ii.^  p.       SI,    Bor,  boek  ir*,  bl*  266,  Metemi, 
boek  uL,  lol*  63.  Thuantuj,  lib.  ziiii.,  eap.  19* 
'  Bor,  boek  iv^  bl.  2fi8.  •  Idem,  boek  v.,  bl.  20a 
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1569  Such  cities  as  had  refused  to  acknowledge  the  new 
Irishops,  were  now  oMiged  to  reoeiye  them  with  testi* 

monies  of  the  highest  honour  and  respect ;  the  decrees 
of  the  Council  of  Trent  were  uniTersallj  enforced,  and 
commissioners  were  despatched  from  the  coanci)  of 
blood,  to  search  out  all  those  who  had  maintained  any 
correspondence  with  the  Prince  of  Omnge,  or  borne 
any  share  in  the  preceding  distnrbanoes.  The  coimcil 
likewise  sent  commauda  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
principal  towns,  to  deli?er  up  all  such  charters  as 
empowered  them  to  administer  criminal  jurisdiction. 
Once  more  Holland  opposed  to  Alva'a  career  of 
tyranny  a  barrier  which,  though  slight,'  yet  gave  token 
of  that  hidden  strength,  the  existence  of  which  their 
oppressors  little  suspected,  and  of  which  they  them- 
selves were  periiaps  scarcely  conscious. 

The  p:reat  council  of  Leyden,  on  receipt  of  the 
order,  came  to  an  unanimous  resolution,  in  no  ca^^e  to 
surrender  their  charters  of  privileges,  but  to  defend 
them  to  the  utmost  of  their  ])ower.  In  consequence 
of  this  decision,  the  sheriiis,  although  they  w  ere  uuahle 
to  prevent  the  arrest  of  persons  accused,  since  that 
ofiice  belouired  to  the  schout  (an  officer  appointe<l  by 
the  count  or  hi^  k  prcsentative),  refused,  hy  virtue  of 
the  charter  of  William  VI.,  which  invested  them  with 
both  the  lii'^'h  and  low  jurisdiction,  either  to  assist  the 
commissioner  of  the  council,  or  to  ])ennit  him  to  pro* 
eeed  in  the  trials  without  them;  neither  would  they 
suffer  those  Mho  Iiad  been  condemned,  to  incur  a 
fiarfeiture  of  more  than  ten  pounds  jblemish,  according 
to  their  charter.  It  would  have  cost  the  Duke  of 
Aha  but  little  to  hiivc  suiuiuoned  every  lueuiher  of 
the  government  before  the  council  of  blood  as  abettors 
of  heretics,  and  punished  their  boldness  with  death. 
He  did  not,  however ;  and  there  k  lillic  doubt  that  the 
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firmness  aud  courage  of  the  macriatratcs  of  Levden  on  1560 
thin  occafiion,  iaved  the  lives  of  many  of  their  inDocent 
fellow  ditiaent*  In  the  rest  of  the  Netherlands  the 
commibbioners  carried  on  their  work  with  remorseless 
yiolenoe;  in  one  year,  more  than  eight  thousand 
perMma  were  banged,  burnt,  or  beheaded ;  the  execu- 
tions, banishments,  and  confiscations,  a])pearcd  endless. 
Not  all  the  severe  decrees  against  the  fugitives,  nor  the 
dread  of  poverty  and  contempt  in  a  foreign  hind,  could 
stop  the  daily  desertion  of  the  country  by  the  inha« 
bitanta.  Above  one  hundred  thousand  heads  of  fiimilies 
quitted  the  Netherlands  within  a  short  space  of  time;  the 
greater  portion  of  whom  took  refuge  in  England,  and 
settled  about  the  towns  of  Norwich,  Sandwich,  Matd-* 
stone»  and  Hampton,  where,  protected,  and  permitted 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  by  the  wise  policy  of 
the  queen,  they  establi^lied  factories,  and  instructed 
the  natives  in  the  art  of  making  imize,  serge,  and  other 
articles  of  woollen  manufacture^*. 

The  Duke  of  Alva,  for  his  eminent  services  in 
support  of  the  6atholio  church,  and  the  extinction  of 
heresy,  was  this  year  presented  by  the  pope  with  the 
consecrated  hat  and  Bword ;  and,  about  the  same  time, 
Pius  V.  fulminated  the  sentence  of  excommunication 
against  the  Queen  of  Endand;  a  coincidence  which 
ultimately  proved  favourable  to  the  Netherlanders, 
since,  by  making  the  cause  of  Alva  appear  identified 
with  that  of  the  holy  see,  the  feelings  of  resentment 

'  Bor,  boek  v.,  bl.  260— -207.   Brandt,  HiBi,  der  Ref.,  book  x.,  bL 
408,  et  aeqt*  Meteren,  boek  iii,,  foh  64. 


*  We  an  told  hy  the  Due  de  SuUy,  that  at  the  time  of  his  Tiali  to 
EBgUttd  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitaDts  of  Canterbtiiy  were 

Netherland  lefugeee ;  a  dzcnmataiice  which,  he  a^i^  acoonnted  for  the 
•nperior  dYOixatiim  end  poUteneai  he  remariced  in  that  city.  Tom.  ir^ 
lib.  xiv.,  p.  217. 
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1560  which  this  act  excited  in  the  breast  of  Elisabeth,  weie 

extended  in  a  great  measure  to  him  also ;  and  she 
soon  found  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  them  in  a 
manner  peculiarly  vexations. 

It  happened  that  five  Spanish  vessels,  laden  ^*ith 
specie  for  the  Netherlands,  being  pursued  by  some 
French  privateers  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Cond^, 
were  forced  to  take  reftige  in  the  port  of  Southampton, 
when  the  Spanish  ambasaiulor,  Gerard  d'Esprez  obtained 
permission  of  the  queen,  either  to  send  them  to  Flan* 
ders  under  an  English  convoy,  or  to  provide  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition  in  England,  sufficient  for  their 
defence.  But  while  he  awaited  further  instructions 
from  the  Dnke  of  Alva,  Elizabeth,  having  received 
information  that  the  money  belonged  to  some  Genoese 
merchants,  by  whom  it  had  been  supplied  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  seized  the  whole  of  it,  amounting  to  000,000 
crowns,  as  a  loan,  declaring  that  she  would  arrange 
with  them  only  as  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
principal.  As  a  menus  of  compelling  her  to  restore  it, 
Alva,  without  the  advice  of  either  of  his  conndle^ 
immediately  arrested  all  the  English  merchants  in  the 
Netherlands,  placed  guards  of  soldiers  round  their 
houses,  and  seised  all  their  ships,  which  he  sold  for 
his  own  profit.  The  queen  retaliated  by  causing  an 
embarfj^o  to  be  laid  on  the  Netherlanders  and  their  ves- 
sels in  her  ports,  and  transferred  the  staple  of  English 
wares  to  Hamburg;  whereupon  the  duke  for))a<l  all 
traffic  or  communication  with  England,  and  prohibited 
the  manufactures  of  that  country  throughout  the 
Netherlands.  Thus  the  trade  between  tlie  two  nations 
was  entirely  stopped  until  the  year  1573,  when  matters 
were  brought  to  an  arrangementir. 

«  Bor,  bock  v.,  bl.  272,  273,  270.  Camden's  Annals  of  the  Reign  cf 
Queen  EUzabetb,  book  L,  p.  121,  edit  1675. 
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As  Aiva  depended  wholly  upon  the  supply  froml^OO 
Spain  for  the  jiajment  of  his  troops,  (the  nine  years' 
petition  granted  by  the  states  having  now  terminated,) 
he  found  himself  in  a  situation  of  no  small  difficulty* 
Although  he  had  trampled  under  foot  all  the  other 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Netherlanders,  he  was 
mi,  even  yet^  bold  enough  to  attempt  an  arbitrary 
levy  of  taxes  without  consent  of  the  states;  which, 
consequently,  the  present  emergency  obliged  him  to 
summon.  On  their  assembling  at  Brussels,  he  repre- 
sented to  them  the  expenses  which  the  king  had 
incurred  in  restoring  to  the  Netlierlands  the  blessing 
of  peace,  and  extirpating  the  plague  of  heresy;  and 
proposed  that,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
tlie  troops,  and  lay  up  a  fund  for  future  occasions^  and 
at  the  same  time  to  avoid  the  discontents  arising  from 
the  inequality  in  the  usual  mode  of  levying  the  peti- 
tions, a  tax  of  a  hundredth  should  be  imposed  upon  the 
value  of  every  species  of  property,  real  and  personal, 
except  household  utensils^  tapestry,  and  wearing 
apparel;  a  twentieth  upon  the  net  produce  of  all  sales 
of  real  property;  and  a  tenth  upon  the  sale  of  every 
article^  except  the  first  sale  of  the  produce  of  land,  aud 
of  wares  belonging  to  foreign  merchants;  the  duty,  in 
all  cases,  to  be  paid  by  the  seller.  He  desured  that 
the  states  of  all  the  provinces  would  conform  readily 
and  willingly  to  this  proposition,  observing  that,  "  the 
king's  meaning  and  intention  was,  to  stop  the  mouths 
of  all  such  as  were  inclined  to  offer  any  opposition^** 
The  matter  being  referred  to  the  states  of  the  seveial 
provinces,  they  consented,  with  little  difficulty,  to  the 
levy  of  the  hundredth,  which,  though  always  an  un- 
popular, was  by  no  moans  an  unprecedented  tax,  in 
times  of  necessifrir.   But  with  respect  to  the  tenth 
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15Q9  they  declared  that  it  would  oecaaion  the  nttar  ruin  of 

all  commerce,  trade,  and  manufactures  in  the  Netlier<» 
lands;  ainoe  the  Uigli  price  at  wbieli  the  merchants, 
after  the  payment  of  thia  tax,  would  be  forced  to  sell, 
in  order  to  reniuucrate  themselves,  and  the  low  one  at 
which  tkey  could  then  afford  to  buy,  would  both  stop 
the  home  oonsumption  and  deter  the  foreign  trader, 

vh(i  had  hitherto  been  attracted  mily  by  the  certainty 
and  quicknesa  of  sale,  from  coming  tiiitker  with  their 
wares.  They  urged,  likewise)  that  in  a  Obuntry  where 
trade  and  circulation  were  so  constant  and  rapid  a.^  in 
the  Netherlands,  the  same  article  often  changed  haods 
six  or  eight  times  before  it  came  to  the  oonsamer,  so 
that  a  tentli  of  the  value  being  paid  on  every  ti  ;insfer, 
it  might  be  eaaily  imagined  to  what  an  exorbitaut 
height  the  price  would  ultimately  be  raised ;  and  the 
same  would  also  occur  with  respect  to  the  raw  materials 
brought  to  be  manufactured  in  the  Netherlands^ 

Deaf  alike  to  their  remonstrances  and  to  tbsir 
offers  of  substituting  enormous  petitions  in  liou  of  this 
obnoxious  impost,  AWa  informed  the  states^  through 
the  medium  of  the  stadtliolders,  that  they  most  either 
give  their  simple  and  unconditional  consent,  oi  li^ 
must  take  measures  to  carry  the  king's  intention  into 
execution*.   This,  as  they  well  knew,  meant  that  he 

*  Eooft,  boek     bL  180—194.  13or,  boek     bL  281—280. 


*  It  may  be  pleaded  in.  exouae  iot  Alva,  thai  from  his  alter  ignorance 

as  to  the  mode  of  governing  a  commercial  nation,  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  mischievous  eflfects  of  hia  own  scheme.    He  had  been  accustomed  t  * 
sec  this  tax  levied  in  Si)aiu,  where  it  hn<\  cxist<'«|  for  neai'ly  a  century, 
and  wluTc,  in  a  country  wholly  agricultural,  tliu  evils  coni>C'qncnt  on  it 
were  cumpai'atively  s^light ;  since  goods  for  tlie  most  part  nasjscd  witli 
little  iotervening  exchange  from  the  proilucer  to  the  consumer.  So  littl« 
did  he  understand  the  suhjctt  upon  which  lie  ventured  lu  legi^latclO 
holdly,  that  he  imagined  it  to  he  one  of  the  prreatest  recommendations  of  , 
the  tax,  that  it  would  Hpare  tlie  nohlesand  gentry, and  tall  principally oa  j 
the  mercliants  and  traders.  PresooU'a  History  of  Ferdinand  and  IttbdK 
vol.  iih,  p.  524.  Me(enii|  boek  It.,  Ibl.  88. 
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wimld,  under  pretext  of  placinof  garrisons,  let  loi6se  1661) 
upon  ibem  an  unpaid  and  licentious  soldiery. 

In  consequence  of  this  menace,  therefore,  the  states 
of  Holland,  as  the  nobles  and  Dordrecht  had  already 
consented,  yielded  the  point,  but  on  condition  only 
thft^  the  consent  of  the  states  of  the  lemaming  pro- 
vinces were  unanimous.  At  length,  all  the  provinces 
agreed  to  the  proposed  tax  except  Utrecht,  which 
firmly  refused,  offering  instead  a  petition  of  100,00ft 
^lildera.  Tlie  duke,  enraged  beyond  measure,  e8]>e- 
cially  with  the  clergy,  (who  formed  the  irst  member  of 
the  states  of  that  provhice^)  Immediately  quartered 

2000  Spanish  soldiers  iii  the  city,  and  encouraged 
them  to  exorcise  every  species  of  insolence  aud  outrage^ 
The  Utrechters,  however,  bore  their  injuries  without 
complaint ;  and  Alva  finding  them  iuinioveable,  and 
tliat  lioiiaud  had  declared  her  consent  invalid  in  con- 
sequenee  of  the  opposition  of  Utreoht,  began  to  despair 
of  being  able  as  yet  to  levy  the  tenth.  He  thereforo 
offered  to  accept,  in  lieu  of  it,  a  second  payment  of  a 
hundredth,  with  the  sum  of  2,000,000  guilders  a  year 
for  bix  years :  but  as  the  states  suspected,  not  without 
cause,  that  the  provision  which  he  was  so  anxious  tq 
lay  up  would  one  day  be  employed  in  strengthening 
tlieir  bonds  of  servitude,  and  that  the  king  luiving 
become  wholly  independent  of  them,  would  be  able  to 
follow  out  his  schemes  of  arbitrary  government  with-^ 
out  constraint,  although  they  granted  the  sum,  they 
limited  its  payment  to  the  term  of  two  years  ^ 

The  attempt  to  impose  a  tax  so  ruinous  to  the 
country,  and  the  cessation  of  the  trade  with  England 
added  to  the  sufferings  they  had  already  endured  from 
the  tyranny  of  Alva,  exasperated  the  hatred  of  the 
Netherlauders  against  him  to  an  uucoutroUable  degree, 

k  Bor,  bl*  260— 288^  SIO, 
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1569  and  prepared  them  to  second  any  attempt  which  miffht 
be  made  for  their  deliverance  from  a  yoke  now  becomo 
insupportable.   The  Prince  of  Orange  bad,  after  the 
death  of  the  Duke  dc  Dciixponts  in  France,  returned 
to  bis  estates  in  Germany,  where  be  remained  watching 
the  opportunity  of  a  favourable  turn  in  affaire.   It  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  he  should  be  informed  of 
the  present  state  of  men*s  minds,  and  a  citizen  of  Leyden 
—a  name  glorious  in  the  annals  of  her  country — ^was 
destined  to  make  this  first  movement  towards  her 
redemption.   Paul  Buys,  pensionary  of  that  city»  one 
of  the  deputies  from  Holland  to  the  states-general  at 
Brussels,  remaining  behind  his  companions  on  their 
return,  under  pretence  of  business  at  Antwerp,  tra- 
velled night  and  day  to  Nassau-Dillenburg,  where  he 
had  an  interview  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  laid  open 
to  him  the  whole  state  of  the  provinces,  made  arrange- 
ments for  future  correspondence,  and  arrived  in  Hol- 
land unsuspected  within  two  or  three  days  of  the  rest*. 
Thus  encouraged,  the  prince  began  busily  to  make 
preparations  for  another  enterprise.    lie  had  lieen 
advised  by  the  renowned  Admiral  de  Coligny  to  change 
entirely  his  mode  of  operations,  and  to  direct  hostilities 
against  tlie  enemy  chiefly  by  sca"\    But  thu  good 
effects  of  this  wise  and  enligiitened  couni>el,  which 
eventually  proved  the  salvation  of  Holland,  were  not  at 
first  perceived.    Instead  of  fitting  out  a  regular  fleet, 
which  perhaps  he  had  scarcely  the  means  of  doing, 
William  commissioned  a  number  of  privateers  under 
the  command  of  Adrian  van  Bergen,  lord  of  Dolhaiu, 
which  seized  and  plundered  all  the  vessels  they  fell  in 
with,  whether  friendly  or  neutral,  and  by  this  means 
alienated  from  the  party  of  the  Gucux  not  only  foreign 
nations,  but  even  the  Netherlanders  themselves,  whoso 

»  Uui,  IwMik  v.,  l»l.  2iJy.  •»  Uu  Maurier,  p.  i3. 
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trade  was  impeded  by  their  piracies.    The  people  gave 
tkem  the  appeliatioa  of  W&ter*Gueux^« 

Orange,  meanwhile,  notwithstanding  that  the 
country  was  filled  with  the  Duke  of  Alvas  spies*, 
kept  up  a  continual  correspondence  with  his  agents  in 
the  diflbrent  towns,  and  appointed  Theodore  Sonnoy,  1570 
John  Basius,  and  others,  his  commissiouer^,  to  receive 
weekly  and  monthly  contributioiu^  as  well  from  the 
exiles,  as  from  the  Reformers  still  remaining  in  the 
Netherlands.  Several  ministers  of  the  reformed 
churches  also,  relying  on  the  protection  of  men  as 
brave  and  devoted  as  themselves,  returned  to  Holland, 
and  concealed  by  their  friends  at  the  risk  of  their  own 
lives,  persuaded  their  flocks  to  come  forward*  with 
energy  and  liberality  iu  support  of  the  "honour  of 
G  od,  and  the  freedom  of  Christianity."  They  generally 
found  the  poorer  and  middle  classes  willing  to  contri- 
bute largely  iu  proportion  to  their  means,  wliile  the 
wealthier  either  gave  nothing,  or  a  small  sum,  just 
sufficient  to  redeem  themselves  from  the  obloc^uy  of 
having  withheld  their  assistance 

The  exiles,  in  order  to  reawaken  the  sympathy  of 
the  German  princes,  presented  to  the  emperor  in  a  diet 
at  Spires,  a  petition  of  grievances,  entreating  him  to 
uBe  his  mediation  with  the  king  in  their  favour.  They 
complained  that  "tlie  Spaniards  desired  the  entire 
extirpation  of  all  who  would  not  submit  to  the  papal 
power ;  that  the  Duke  of  Alva  had  entirely  deprived 
the  Netherlanders  of  their  ancient  laws,  rights,  and 
privileges;  that  by  his  tyranny  and  cruelty,  the  best 

■  Bor,  l)oek  v.,  bl.  200. 

»  Ilooft,  boek  v.,  bl.  199.   Bor,  bock  v.,  bl.  312, 

•  These  persons  receiving  from  the  duke  daily  waqcs  for  their  nefa- 
nauB  trade,  were  called  by  the  populace  lus  "  sereu-pouny  men." 
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1570  and  most  pious  men  were  driTen  from  their  eonntrir; 

the  holiest  things  desecrated ;  the  bonds  of  nutmafife 
broken  asunder ;  and  all  ties  of  affection  and  triendsliip 
dis8ol?ed."  The  ambassadors  sent  by  Alva  to  the 
diet,  maintained^  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  King  of 
iSpaia  had  a  right  to  punish  his  rebellious  subjects  as 
be  thought  fit»  without  any  interferenoe  on  the  part  erf 
tbo  emperor.  As  the  latter  were  supported  by  most 
of  the  Catholic  princes,  and  a  marriage  was  then  nego- 
tiating between  Philip  and  the  daughter  of  Maximilian, 
the  petition  of  the  exiles  remained  unheeded.  It  is 
not  im])robabie,  howeyer,  that  it  had  the  etiecc  ol 
inducing  Alva  to  proclaim  a  general  amnesty,  whioh  he 
had  received  from  Spain  eight  months  previously,  and 
until  now  kojjt  secret.  A  solemn  and  imposing  cere- 
mony was  held  at  Antwerp  on  the  occasion ;  but  the 
exceptions  were  so  numerous,  that  instead  of  restoring 
eoutideuce,  it  rather  tended  to  increase  the  number  of 
^gitivesi*.  Heretical  preachers  and  teachers,  and  each 
as  had  harboured  or  associated  with  them;  imago 
breakers,  and  those  who  had  given  them  any  emoo« 
ragement,  whether  through  fear  or  connivanee;  all 
who  had  signed  the  compromise  of  the  nobles;  who 
had  taken  auy  part  in  the  late  attempts  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange  and  his  brother,  or  assisted  them  with 
money;  and  the  magistrates  and  public  officers  who 
had  been  negligent  in  ))  re  venting  the  seditions,  were 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  pardon^  It  would 
seem  difficult,  indeed,  to  discover  that  any  were  eligible, 
were  it  not  that  the  inquisition  in  Spain  had  pronounced 
the  whole  of  the  king's  subjects  in  the  Netherlands^ 
except  some  who  were  expressly  named,  deserving  of 

»  Meteren,  boek  iii.,  fol.  G6. 

4  HoofI,  boek     U.  201, 202.  fior,  boek     R  321. 
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death  tm  rebels  ud  heretiei^   A  very  few  of  the  1570 

lower  rank  of  people  only  returned  to  tlieir  couiitiv, 
to  whom  the  Mth  of  the  amiie«ty  was  inviolably  kept; 
and  the  term  of  one  month«  to  whieb  it  had  at  finl 
bccu  limited,  was  extended  to  three.  Some  prisoners 
also  were  reieafied  iu  honour  of  Anne  of  Austria* 
daughter  of  the  emperor,  who  passed  through  the 
Netherlands  on  her  way  to  Spain,  to  complete  her  • 
marriage  with  King  Philip,  her  maternal  uncleV 

Hardly  had  this  slight  tendency  to  mercy  discovered 
itself  towards  the  Netherlandera,  when  they  were 
visited  by  a  new  and  unexpected  calamity.  It  seemed, 
indeed,  as  if  it  were  the  design  of  the  Almighty  to 
try  to  the  utmost  the  patience  of  this  enduring  }>euple, 
and  to  show  from  how  low  a  depth  he  could  raise  up  a 
mighty  nation,  that  none  who  hmestly  struggle  for 
their  rights  might  fear  to  put  their  ti-ust  in  Him.  A 
strong  north-west  wind  occurring  during  the  high  tides, 
drove  the  sea  with  such  violence  against  the  dikes, 
that  several  of  them  were  broken  ilown ;  the  watera 
rushed  in  on  every  side,  and  rolling  forward  with 
reristlesB  fury,  swept  away  houses,  trees,  men,  and 
cattle  in  one  universal  ruin ;  in  Holland,  entire  vil- 
lages, and  among  them  Catwyk-on-the-Sea,  were  de- 
stroyed; and  the  number  of  souls  who  perished  in 
Friezlaud  alone,  was  estimated  at  20,000.  The  loss  of 
life  was  less  extensive  in  the  other  provinces,  but  the 
damage  done  to  [property  was  incalculable.  The 
Spaniards  imputed  the  flood,  which  occurred  on  All 
Saints'  day,  to  the  vengeance  of  God  upon  the  heresy 
of  the  land ;  the  Netberlanders  looked  upon  it  as  an' 
omen  portending  some  violent  commotions^ 

The  stormy  season  prevented  the  execution  of  the 

'  Bor,  liook  v.,  bl.  220.  •  Hooft,  \mk  vi.,  bl.  204, 

*  idem,  20(i. 
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designs  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  fomed  of 

seizin<r  Enkliuyzen,  Briel,   and  some  otlier  places; 
nevertheless,  the  events  oi  the  year  were  not  wholly 
nnpropitious  to  him.   He  had  sabstituted  in  the  pboe 
of  Dolhaiu,  as  Lis  admiral,  William  van  dcr  Mark, 
lord  of  hmaejf  and  placed  his  little  navy  on  a  more 
regular  footing.   They  had  taken  some  vdoaUe  priw, 
principally  Spanish  vessels,  and  the  rich  booty  they 
obtained*  while  it  contributed  to  the  support  of  the 
war,  drew  numbers  to  their  flag. 
1571       Tlic  tlcct  having  uo  place  of  rendezvous  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  prince  besought  the  Kings  of  Den- 
mark and  Sweden  to  grant  permission  for  his  ships  to 
retire  into  llieir  ports.    Both  rejected  his  demand ;  the 
former  with  some  manifestations  of  hostility  towards 
the  Gueux.   The  Count  of  East  FriessUnd  also^  ivho 
had  at  first  favoured  their  party,  was  rendered,  by  the 
excessive  dread  he  entertained  of  Alva,  a  doubtful  and 
unsafe  ally;  and  England  now  became  their  only  haven 
of  shelter.    To  deprive  them  of  this,  Alva  peremptorily 
demanded  of  the  queen  that  she  should  cease  to  afford 
encouragement  to  the  pirates  and  rebels  from  the 
King  of  Spain's  dominions.    His  remonstrance,  which 
bore  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  menace,  induced 
Elizabeth,  who  feared  to  draw  on  herself  the  enmity  of 
l*hilip,  to  issue  an  order  commanding  tliu  (iuLiix  to 
quit  the  ports,  and  strictly  forbidding  any  one  to 
harbour,  or  supply  them  with  food  or  other  neces- 
saries". 

Thus  driven  from  their  last  refuge,  and  lefl  without 
a  single  spot  of  earth  in  Europe  whereon  to  set  their 

foot,  the  Gueux,  under  the  comnuuul  of  the  admiral, 
William  van  der  Mark,  (one  of  those  who  had  sworn 
to  let  their  hair  and  beard  grow  till  the  death  of 

"  Bor,  \mk  v.,  U.,  023— Mttcrcji,  bock  iv^  inl  71. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PHILIP  III 


Egmoiid  was  aveiigedy)  set  sail  ia  their  Tessek,  twenty*  1579 
fear  in  number  for  the  Texel,  purposing  to  attadc  the 

duke  8  ships  of  war  wkick  were  then  lying  there.  On 
their  way  they  captnred  two  large  Spanish  Tessels,  and 
])eiji^'  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  the  Meuse, 
presented  themselves  suddenly  before  Briel.  The  town 
hmng  destitute  of  a  garrison,  and  the  poorer  people 
favourably  inclined  to  the  Gueux,  the  more  wealthy 
inhabitants  fled  precipitately,  and  Van  der  Mark  took  Apl. 
poeseesion  in  the  name  of  the  Prinee  of  Orange  as 
stadtboider,  with  little  oppositiou.  The  lives  and  pro- 
party  of  the  citisens  remained  untouched :  but  the 
Gueux  wreaking  a-eniel  vengeance  on  the  priests  and 
monks,  hanged  no  less  than  thirteen  of  them;  they 
likewise  stripped  the  churches,  and  broke  all  the 
images^ 

In  so  extraordinary  and  unexpected  a  manner  did 
the  Gueux  first  gain  a  footing  in  their  native  country  \ 

au  event  pregnant  with  consequences  of  such  vast  iin- 
portanoe,  and  which  was  to  be  imputed  solely  to  the 
stubborn  and  vindictive  folly  of  Alva  himself.  He 
had,  as  it  has  been  observed,  (juartered  a  band  of 
Spanish  soldiers  on  the  inhabitants  of  Utrecht,  in 
revenge  of  their  refusal  to  consent  to  the  levy  of  tlio 
tenth.  Finding  this  of  no  eti'ect,  he  summoned  the 
states  before  the  council  of  blood,  which  pronounced 
them  guilty  of  high  treasun,  and  their  privileges  for- 
feited. Tlie  inhabitants  appealed  to  the  king  in  Spain* 
both  against  the  sentence  and  the  infliction  of  the 
Spanish  soidiei's;  and  Alva,  in  consequence,  received 
commands  from  Philip  to  use  clemency  and  forbearance 
towards  them^.  Their  boldness  in  appealing  to  the 
king,  however,  provoked  Alva  to  such  a  degree,  that  in 

•  Hooft,  hoek  vi.,  h\,  21 G.    Meteren,  Wk  iv.,  ful.  72, 
»  Hoof^  boek  vi.,  bi.  203.    iior,  boek  v.,  bl.  042. 
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1579  order  to  vex  and  oppma  them  to  the  nttnosb  of  his 

power,  he  withdrew  the  Spanish  garrisons  from  Haar- 
lfiiii»  Lejden,  Delfti  and  the  Brie),  and  qiuateied  the 
"Whole  of  them  in  Utreoht»  thus  leaving  thoie  towu 
open  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy*. 

The  intelligence  of  the  loss  of  Briel  arriired  at  a 
juncture  when  Alva  was  sufficiently  embarrassed  by 
other  matters.  At  the  termiiiation  of  the  period  lor 
which  the  2,000»000  guildeis  had  been  granted,  he 
again  insisted  on  the  levy  of  the  tenths  Aongh  with 
some  slight  mod  ideations ;  and  condemned  the  citizens 
of  Amsterdam,  who  hesitated  to  publish  his  deeiee,  to 
pay  a  fine  of  26^000  guilders.  To  the  Tehemeat 
remonstrances  of  the  states  ui  Holland  on  the  subject, 
be  answeredt  that  thej  had  already  given  their  oonsent» 
and  that  the  decree  had  been  published  in  the  other 
provinces.  It  was  in  vain  that  Viglius,  president  of 
the  council  of  finance^  and  others  well  acquainted 
with  the  disposition  of  the  Netherlanders,  endeOrYOursd 
to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose ;  in  vain  tliat  warning 
was  given  him  of  the  storm  he  was  raising  by  the  sets 
of  the  council  of  Holland,  which  issued  orders  for  a 
general  fast,  commanding  the  people  to  "  repent,  and 
pray  to  God  to  soften  the  duke's  hard  and  stubborn 
hearti  that  he  might  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  and 
Justice;"  and  by  the  preaching  of  the  Franciscan 
monks  themselves^  who  openly  railed  at  him  horn  the 
pulpit  as  a  tyrant  and  violator  of  the  people's  rights. 
He  declared  that  he  was  resolved  to  enforce  the  tax, 
though  it  should  occasion  the  entire  loss  of  the  pio- 
vinces  or  cost  him  his  life ;  that  those  ooundUon  who 
supported  the  people  in  their  refusal  ought  to  be 
treated  as  rebels ;  that  he  had  determined  to  tiy  all 
the  contumacious  before  the  council  of  bloody  and 
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have  them  beheaded;  and  that  the  states  of  all  the  1578 
^vinc^  paxticularljr  FianderB»  should  deem  them* 
seWefl  happy  that  he  was  willing  to  accept  this  tax  ia 
lien  of  placinof  tliem  in  the  same  situation  as  the  Count 
of  Egmoud  or  the  Prince  of  Orange^  He  aceordiiigiy 
tnroeeeded  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  tenth,  first 
In  Brussels,  where  he  imagined  that  his  presence,  and 
that  of  an  immense  number  of  armed  troops,  would 
awe  the  people  into  submission,  and  thus  serve  as  a 
precedent  for  the  rest.  But  the  citizens  in  this  emer- 
gency oifi^red  an  example  of  that  passive  leustance 
'which,  when  prudently  adopted  and  steadily  persevered 
in,  renders  a  people  invincible.  They  unanimously 
ceased  their  traffic ;  every  shop  was  shut,  the  brewers 
refused  to  brew,  the  bakers  would  not  bake,  and  even 
the  innkeepers  closed  their  houses,  so  that  the  soldiers 
themselves  could  not  get  supplied  with  provisions. 
The  duke  determined  to  hang  seventy  of  the  principal 
shopkeepers  before  their  own  doors  on  the  next  night, 
as  an  example  to  the  rest;  and  the  executioner^  in 
obedience  to  his  commands,  had  already  prepared 
ladders  and  ropes  for  the  pui-pose,  when,  happily,  on 
the  very  day  appointed,  the  tidings  arrived  of  the  cap- 
tnre  of  Briel,  and  saved  Alva  from  the  commission  of 
this  additional  atrocity*. 

Seeking  too  late  to  remedy  his  error,  the  duke 
suspended  the  collection  of  the  tenth  at  Brussels,  and 
ordered  the  Count  of  Bossii  to  withdraM^  the  SiJanish 
'troops  from  Utrecht^  and  proceed  with  all  haste  to 
Briel  where  the  Gueux,  in  expectation  of  an  attack, 
fortified  themselves  as  well  as  the  time  permitted. 
TThey  allowed  the  Spaniards  to  land  unmolested ;  but 

f  Meteren,  boek  iv.,  fol.  71.   Brandt's  Hist,  der  Ref.,  boek  x.,  bl.  617. 
*  Uooft,  boek  vi.,  U.  216.  Bor»  bock  vi.,  bl.  d6L  Metered  boek  ir., 
fol.  70. 
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1^72  scarcely  were  they  set  on  shore,  when  one  Bok  Meoaara 

opened  the  sluice  of  the  Niculand  dyke  aiid  laid  the 
country  under  water.    The  Spaniards,  in  consequenceb 
were  obliged  to  file  along  the  top  of  the  d  jke^  where 
they  were  completely  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  artillery 
from  the  town;  and  at  the  same  time,  William  de 
Treslong  Bunk»  bumt»  or  captured*  all  the  Teasels  lyin^ 
in  the  Meuse,  which  had  brought  them  to  Briel. 
Finding  their  means  of  retreat  cut  oii^  and  that  the 
water  continued  to  rise  higher  and  higher  around  then, 
the  troops,  seized  with  terror,  commenced  a  hasty  and 
disorderly  flight;  some  attempting  to  swim,  were 
drowned,  and  the  rest  took  their  route,  through  streams 
and  marshes,  over  New  Beyerland  to  Di>rdreclit,  where, 
when  they  arrived,  wet,  weary,  and  jaded»  they  were 
denied  admittance.   Thence  they  proceeded  to  Rottesr- 
dam,  the  gates  of  which  were  shut  against  them. 
After  much  entreaty,  however,  the  Count  of  Bossa 
obtained  permission  of  the  government  for  the  soldiers 
to  pass  through  the  town  to  the  neighbouring  villages, 
fifty  at  a  time^  with  their  muskets  unloaded*   The  first 
detachment,  on  entering,  slew  the  watch  at  the  gates, 
when  the  whole  body  foUuwed,  without  having  dis- 
chaiged  their  muskets,  as  agreed  on.   They  killed  all 
whom  they  found  in  arms,  about  four  hundred  in 
number,  and  taking  possession  of  the  town,  treated 
the  inhabitants  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  con- 
quered it  by  assault.   The  consequences  of  this  breach 
of  faith  were,  as  it  will  appear,  most  inimical  to  the 
Spanish  commander^ 

After  the  loss  of  Briel,  the  key  to  the  entrance  of 
the  Meuse,  the  piinmry  ()i)ioct  of  Alva's  care  was  the 
security  of  the  Scheldt  by  the  possession  of  Flushing, 
where,  he  had  already  begun  to  build  a  citadel,  under 
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the  miperintendence  of  one  Pacieco.  He  now  gave  157^ 
liiiu  orders  for  its  immediate  completion,  aud  sent 
thither  IHOO  troops  xmd&p  the  command  of  Osorio  di 
Angelo.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  the  people 
ran  to  armsy  and  having  forced  them  to  retire^  destroyed 
the  portion  of  the  citadel  already  bnilt,  fortified  the 
town,  and  despatched  messengers  to  solicit  succours 
from  William  van  der  Mark,  at  Briel,  from  England, 
from  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  from  Count  Louis  of 
Nassau,  then  in  France.  Van  der  Mark  sent  to  tlieir 
asBistanoe  three  ships  of  war,  with  about  two  hundied 
men,  commanded  by  William  de  Treslonnr,  and  a  band 
of  exiles  arrived  nearly  at  the  same  time  from  i^ngland* 
The  engineer,  Pacieco,  ignorant  of  what  had  occurred, 
camu 'd  few  days  after  to  Flushing,  expecting  to  find 
the  Spanish  soldiers  in  garrison  there.  He  was  seised 
by  order  of  Treslong,  and  immediately  hanged,  in 
revenge  for  the  death  of  Treslong's  brother,  who  was 
one  of  the  eighteen  nobles  executed  by  Aha  on  the 
Ist  of  June,  ISeS'** 

Within  a  short  time  of  this  event,  the  fishers  and 
burghers  of  the  small  town  of  Campveere  forced  their 
government  to  declare  for  the  Prince  of  Oianii*  '  . 

The  possession  of  Flushing  was  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  the  Gneux,  since  it  commanded  the  passage  of 
the  ships  coniiug  from  Spain  aud  Portugal  to  Antwerp. 
Not  long  after  its  capture,  a  fleet  of  forty  sail  appeared 
in  the  Scheldt,  having  on  board,  together  with  2500 
fresh  troops»  the  Duke  of  MediuarUeii,  sent  by  the 

k  Bor,  boek  vi.,  U.  d70.  '  Met.,  boekiv^fiol.  74. 

*  This  Ftecieoo  is  iiiiudly  eonfinmdfld  with  ft  cdebtaled  flBgineer  of 
that  name^  sent  to  tbe  Netherlands  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fai  the  senrioa 
of  Alva^  whom,  however,  we  find  aignalisiiig  himself  in  the  Mmoe  of 
Teisoei^  in  the  lattef  pari  of  this  year.  Campans,  Goer,  di  Fiand.,  lib* 
iit.,p«S5« 
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151%  King  of  Spain  to  supersede  AWa  in  the  govemmeut  of 
the  Netherlands,  from  which  he  had  desired  to  be 
relieved.  Several  of  these  were  merchant  l^iii|)^s  laden 
with  Taluable  wares,  the  crews  of  whidi,  ignorant  of 
the  revolt  of  Flushing,  brought  them  close  to  the  town, 
when  they  were  received  with  a  heavy  dibcharge^of 
artillery ;  and  at  the  same  time  were  attacked  by  • 
number  of  small  vessels  under  the  command  of  one 
£wald  Peterson,  commonly  called  Captain  Worst,  a 
brave  and  able  seaman.  Twenty*^our  were  ci4>turod9 
containing  a  booty  of  200,000  crowns  in  money,  he- 
hides  merchandize  to  tiie  value  of  500,000  more,  w  iiich 
were  applied  to  the  public  s^vice.  The  Guenx 
drowned  all  their  prisoners,  in  order  to  force  the  Duke 
of  Alva  to  a  more  humaue  mode  of  warfare,  since,  in 
the  campaign  against  the  Prince  of  Orangey  he  had 
caused  all  who  were  taken  in  battle  to  be  immediately 
hanged  as  traitors  and  rebels.  Medina-Celi,  with  the 
men^f-war  and  troops  escaped  to  Sluys  in  safety.  On 
his  arrival  at  Brussels,  he  found  the  state  of  aflfairs 
desperate,  that,  as  iiis  own  powers  from  the  king  were 
Tory  limited,  he  declined  assuming  any  share  in  the 
government,  and  finally  obtained  his  dinmssal^* 

The  Duke  of  Alva,  to  ali  appearance,  was  but  little 
disquieted  at  the  progress  of  the  Gueux,  judging  tbat» 
at  the  head  of  his  veteran  troops,  he  could  crush  their 
feeble  force  at  a  single  blow*.  But  a  coiucideuce  not 
less  remarkable  than  that  which  had  preserved  the 
lives  of  the  citiaens  of  Brussels,  proved  the  salvation  of 
Holland.    This  was  the  capture  of  Mens,  in  Hainault, 

^  Hetmi,  lioek.iT^  ftl.  74.  Bor,  boek  ti^  bl. 388. 

•  The  quiet  aiid  patient  temper  of  the  people  of  Holland  and  Ztalajui 
]iad  iusplrfd  Alva  with  so  sovereign  a  contempt  fur  them,  tliai  ku  was 
MeniiCmii^d  to  say  he  woidd  Mnothir  flicm  in  their  own  butt«r. 
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by  Louis  of  Nassau,  hoxm  had,  after  his  brother's  1 
departure  from  France,  remained  at  iioclielie,  then  thoi. 
8Ut>nghold  of  the  HuguenotSy  where  he  purtaed  hia 
negotiations  with  such  zeal  and  activity,  that  he  ob- 
tained promisea  of  aasiatance  from  the  principal  noblea 
of^that  party,  and  eyen  snocoeeded  in  making  aa 
aUiance  with  the  goveriuuent  itself. 

It  waa  at  Hm  time  the  poUcj  of  the  French  court 
to  conciliate  the  minds,  and  lull  the  suspicions  of  the 
Huguenots,  by  every  possible  means,  and  nothing  was 
move  eonduciye  to  this  effect  than  the  pretence  of 

revivinjr  the  aucicnt  aiiiinn>itv  between  Franco  and 
Spain,  to  whioh  some  disputes  that  had  occurred 
between  their  reapectiye  ambaasadora  at  the  Council  of 
Trent,  and  the  treatment  by  Phihp  of  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, aiater  of  the  King  of  France,  gave  a  colour  of 
mdity.    With  the  same  yiew  the  king  appeared  to 
listen  with  complacency  to  the  counsels  earnestly 
pfessed'upon  him  by  Coligny,  and  the  heads  of  the 
Hu<ruenot  party,  to  find  em])loyment  at  once  for  the 
King  of  bpain,  and  the  restless  spirits  in  hia  own 
dominions,  by  sending  an  army  to  the  aasistanee  of  the 
revolted  ]>roviaces  in  the  Netherlands.  Accordingly 
Look  of  Nassau  waa  encouraged  to  repair  secretly  to 
the  court,  where  he  was  reoeiyed  with  eyery  mark  of 
esteem  by  Charles,  who  granted  him  permissiou  to 
make  an  unlimited  leyy  of  troops  in  France,  and 
engaged  to  furnish  his  brother,  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
with  a  subsidy  of  200,000  crowns*,    Louis,  having 
speedily  nised  500  French  light  horse  and  1000  mua^ 
keteers,  advanced  by  forced  marches  into  Hainanlt, 
and  presenting  himself  unexpectedly  before  Mons, 
made  himsdf  master  of  the  town  by  stratagem  the 
next  day«    He  was  followed  by  the  remainder  of  his 

•  Thuaasi^  lib.  I.,  Mp.  14. 
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1572  troops,  consisting  of  2000  infantry,  toiretber  with  an 
additional  bodj  af  1200  horse  and  1300  foot»  under 
the  command  of  the  Sieur  de  Montmorency. 

Alva  could  scarcely  believe  the  intelligence  of  the 
eaptnre  of  Mon6»  especially  as  he  had  heard  from  bm 
spies  in  France,  that  Louis  had  been  seen  a  few  days 
before  in  Paris  playing  at  tennis.    As  it  was  in  itself 
one  of  the  strongest  places  in  that  part  of  tiie  Nelheiw 
lands,  and  aftbrded  a  key  to  the  entrance  of  the  French, 
he  resolved,  leaving  all  other  cares  aside,  to  employ  his 
whole  force  in  its  recovery;  and  to  this  effect  sun* 
moned  to  his  camp  the  troops  which  liad  been  assem* 
bled  at  Bergeu  op  Zoom  for  the  reduction  of  Zealand. 
The  Oueuz  thus  gained  time  to  strengthen  themselTes 
in  that  quarter.    Jeronimo  Tseraarts,  master  of  the 
horse  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  being  appointed  by 
Louis  of  Nassau  governor  of  Walcheren»  repaired  to 
Ftnshing  with  a  considerable  number  of  French  and 
Netherland  soldiei-s,  to  which  were  added  200  English 
volunteers,  under  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  and  Sir 
Thomas  Morgan'.    Meanwhile,  Holland  was  not  be- 
hindhand in  the  work  of  liberation.    The  Duke  of 
Alva  had  commanded  some  vessels  to  be  prepared  at 
Enkhuyzen  (a  town  of  North  Holland  commanding 
the  entrance  of  the  Zuyderzee),  for  the  attack  of  the 
Count  van  der  Mark  at  Briel ;  and  under  this  pietezt» 
attempted  to  introduce  a  body  of  Spanish  trooiis  into 
the  town.    The  burghers,  however,  kept  the  gates 
firmly  closed;  forced  the  captain*  who^  with  a  few 
soldiers^  was  already  in  the  town,  to  evacuate  it;  and 
committed  Boshuyzen,  the  admiral  sent  thither  by  the 
duke  to  conduct  the  preparations^  a  prisoner  to  the 
guildhall.   They  likewise  took  prisoners  the  burgo- 
masters, who  had  endeavoured  to  effect  the  admittance 

'  Metefen,  boek  tv.,  ioL  74* 
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of  the  foreign  soldiers ;  aiid»  hoisting  the  Orange  1572 
standard  on  the  wallSy  declared  themselves  under  the 
government  of  the  prince,  as  stadtholder  of  the  King 
ci  bpain.   They  then  proceeded  to  levy  350  troops 
fimn  among  the  dtizens,  and  sent  to  request  succours 
from  William  van  der  ISlark  aiul  the  Prince  oi  Orange. 
The  former  despatched  some  privateering  vessels,  and  a 
few  veteran  soldiers,  to  their  assistance ;  and  Theodore 
Sonnoy,  whom  the  priuec  had  appointed  deputy  stadt- 
holder of  North  Holland,  repaired  to  £nkhuyzen  from 
Bremen  with  all  speed,  at  the  first  report  of  this 
favourable  turn  in  aiiairs.    The  remainder  of  the  towns 
of  North  Holland  were  easily  induced  to  follow  the 
ranmple  set  by  Enkhuyssen ;  in  Medemblik  and  Hoom 
the  burghers,  in  defiance  of  the  opposition  of  their 
governments,  acknowledged  bounoy  at  his  hrst  sum^ 
mens',   Oudewater  first  raised  the  standard  of  revolt 
in  South  Hulhiud ;  Guuda  next,  after  a  show  of  resist- 
ance to  the  troops  sent  by  William  van  der  Mark,  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  prince ;  Delfb  shut  its 
gates  against  the  Spanish  garrison,  and  levied  troops 
for  its  own  defence ;  the  inhabitants  of  Leyden  and 
Botdrecht  unanimously  espoused  the  same  side ;  and 
within  three  months  from  the  capture  of  Briel,  not  a 
aingle  town  in  Holland,  except  Amsterdam,  remained 
in  obedience  to  the  king^s  governor;  ^the  Spanish 
feoldiers  having  been  forced  to  evacuate  Rotterdam, 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies. 

In  Friezland,  some  of  the  most  powerful  and 
illustrious  of  the  nobility  were  numbered  among  the 
party  of  the  tiueux,  who  were  admitted  without  diffi* 
cutty  into  Sneek,  Bolsward,  IVaniker,  and  Dokkum ; 
they  likewise  besieged  Staveren  and  Leeuwarden,  and 
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visions  K 

Even  the  bold  spirit  of  Aiva  quailed  before  the 
events  that  were  now  crowding  ftst  around  him.  He 
sent  to  the  Lord  of  Bossu,  as  stadtholder  of  Holland, 
^luuxaiuliiig  him  to  assemble  the  states  o.t  the  Hagu^ 
and  to  signify  to  them  the  entire  abolition  of  the  tenth 
and  twentieth,  and  his  consent  to  the  substitution  of 
the  annual  payment  of  2»000900U  of  guilders.  It  was 
too  late.  The  same  measure  of  oonotliation  irtikdi 
three  months  before  might  have  gone  far  to  appease 
the  Netherlands,  was  now  worse  than  useless.  Tiie 
states  did  indeed  assemble,  but  in  a  different  places  and 
for  far  other  purposes  than  those  designed  by  Alva. 
Deputies  from  the  nobles,  and  from  the  towns  oi*  Uor- 
drecht»  Haarlem,  Leyden^  Gonda»  Gorcum,  Oiidewater» 
Alkmaar,  Hoorn,  Eiikhuyzen,  Medemblick,  Edam,  and 
MonnikeiuliiTn,  met  together  at  Dordrecht,  on  the 
summons  of  Philip  de  Mamix,  Lord  de  St.  Aldegonds^ 
as  deputy  from  the  Prince  of  Orange;  and  from  the 
resolutions  they  adopted,  it  appears  evident  that  even 
at  this  early  period  they  had  not  the  slightest  intentkiB 
of  ever  agiiiu  returning  under  the  dominion  of  Spain. 
They  acknowledged  the  Prince  of  Orange  SJS  stadt- 
bolder  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Friesland,  appointed 

by  the  King  of  Spain,  count  of  lloUuud,  and  not 
removed  by  any  act  coni'urmaljle  to  the  laws  of  the 
land;  they  Toted  a  sum  of  200,000  guildan  f(x  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  and  500,000  more  to  fmy  the 
cost  of  the  prince's  intended  expedition  for  the  rehef 
of  Mens;  and  pasaed  a  resolution  that  attested  oofbm 

should  be  delivered  to  the  tows  of  all  the  charters 
and  muniments  isolating  to  the  privii^pes  of  the  land 
They  bound  themselves  to  make  no  compromise  with 

"  Hooft,  beek  yi^  hi.  m  Bor,  boek  vt.,  U.  d7S— d83. 
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the  king,  or  any  one  bearing  his  commiBmon,  unless  by  1^79 
th«  advice  and  consent  of  the  Prince  of  Orangey  to 
HMSt  him  fiuthfuUy  to  the  utmoft  of  their  pQwer>  imd 
never  to  abandon  him  or  the  cause  whicli  they  had 
mutually  undertaken  to  support.  St.  Aklegondc  eu- 
tered  into  a  like  engagement  on  the  part  of  tfie  prinee^ 
declaring',  at  the  same  time,  his  intention  to  permit  to 
all  persons  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  At  the 
same  assembly  the  states  confirmed  the  appointment  of 
William  van  der  Mark,  a  native  of  Liigt ,  as  captain- 
general  ;  a  man  of  irregular  habits  and  brutal  ferocity^ 
but  of  inestimable  value  at  the  present  juncture^  from 
his  activity,  promptness,  and  decision,  qualities  hi 
which  the  prince  himself,  partioularly  iu  the  early  pai't 
of  his  career,  seems  to  have  been  lamentably  deficient. 
About  the  same  time  the  tenth  was  remitted  in  Bra* 
bant»  Flanders,  Ilainault,  and  Artois,  iu  consequence 
of  a  petition  which  the  states  of  those  provinces  had 
transmitted  to  the  king^ 

The  duke  had  sent  forward  his  son  Don  Frederic  di 
Toledo  to  lay  siege  to  Mens,  with  4000  in&ntry  and 
400  cavalry,  he  himself  remaining  behind  to  complete 
his  preparations.  Frederic,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  his  fikther,  formed  a  strong  encampment  at  the 
monaster)^  of  Bothlem,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
the  town,  in  order  to  prevent  the  besieged  from  ob-* 
taining  supplies  of  com  and  forage.  Louis  of  Nassau 
beginning  to  feai*  a  scarcity,  as  the  store  of  provisions 
within  the  walls  was  but  slender,  despatched  the  bieur 
do  Genlis  to  Franco  for  additional  succours.  He 
returned  with  3200  infantry  and  1000  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  himself  and  the  Sieur  de  Jumeiies; 
but,  instead  of  marching  to  Cambray,  as  Louis  desired, 
to  effect  a  junction  with  the  German  army  that  the 

t  Boir,  boek  Ti^  bL  S87— dSSr^ 
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J57S  prince  wbb  abont  to  bring  into  the  Netheriandfi»  the 

French  commander  persisted  in  attempting  to  enter 
Mon8«  He  was  met  vithin  a  short  distance  from  the 
town  by  Noireannes,  (or,  as  it  is  affirmed,  purposely 
betrayed  into  his  hands  by  some  spie5*  einpkned  by  the 
Preneh  court  for  the  pnrposeS)  attacked,  and  entirely 
defeated;  1200  of  his  troops  were  slain,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  remainder,  including  himself  and 
the  Sienr  de  Jumelles^  made  prisoners^ 

Leaving  the  Duke  of  Aarschot  in  command  of 
Brusbels,  Alva  marched  to  Mons  with  10,500  cavaliy, 
chiefly  Germans,  and  eleven  newly  raised  legiments  of 
iniantry,  Germans  and  Walloons,  in  addition  to  his 
Spanish  troops.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  Medina-Celi,  who,  though  still  in  the  Netherlands 
awaiting  his  dismissal,  took  no  part  in  affiiirs. 

Nearly  at  the  &ame  time  the  Prince  of  Orange 
marched  £rom  Germany  for  the  purpose  of  i^lieving 
Mens,  at  the  head  of  7000  German  horse  and  14^000 
foot,  with  3000  Netherlanders".  On  his  route,  he 
mastered  Buremonde  by  assault ;  and  Louvain,  Nivelle, 
Mechlin,  and  Dendermonde  opened  their  gates  to  bin. 
The  whole  country,  indeed,  manifested  favourable  dis- 
positions; but  fearful  of  weakening  his  army,  by 
dividing  it  into  a  number  of  garrisons,  instead  of 
encouraging  the  towns  in  their  revolt,  he  pressed 
forward  to  the  relief  of  his  brother  in  Mens.  But 
Alva»  following  the  same  plan  he  had  successfQlIy 
adopted  on  a  former  occasion,  entrenched  himself  so 
strongly  before  the  walls,  that  Orange  was  unable 
either  to  force  him  to  a  battle  or  to  throw  succours  into 
the  town.  While  he  was  detained  in  this  state  of 
involuntary  inactivity,  the  fearful  news  arrived  of  the 

^  Mt'ni.  de  Sully,  torn,  i.,  lib*  i.,  p*  38. 
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maBsaeie  of  St  Bartholomew.   By  this  event  besides  1572 
the  loss  of  nearly  all  his  trieiids  among  the  liuguenots, 
who  had  perished  by  the  knife  of  the  assaasin,  and  tfie 
eonTieCioQ  it  bvonght  of  the  itistncerity  of  the  profes* 
sions  lately  made  by  the  court  of  Fi-ance,  the  prince 
WB8  precluded  from  the  hope  of  supplies  from  thence» 
upon  which  he  in  great  measure  depended  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  his  troops.    Having,  therefore,  contrived  to 
conTey  intelligence  to  Loiiis  of  his  inability  to  afford 
him  aid,  and  bis  wish  that  he  should  surrender  on  the 
best  terms  he  could  obtain,  he  retired  to  Mechlin,  and 
thence  beyond  the  Rhine^  where  he  once  more  dismissed 
his  useless  band  of  mercenaries ;  not  without  danger  to 
himself,  however,  since  they  were  on  the  point  of  seizing 
bis  person  aa  security  for  their  pay,  and  were  only 
diverted  from  their  purpose  by  the  Hollanders  making 
themselves  responsible  for  the  amount.    The  Duke  of 
Alva,  eager  to  secure  Mens,  was  willing  to  grant  the 
most  fitvourable  conditions,  which  Louis  of  Nassau, 
being  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness,  and  finding  that 
there  were  no  hopes  of  relief  from  without,  thought  it 
advisable  to  accept.    The  town,  accordingly,  surren- 
dered, having  sustained  no  less  than  14,534  cannon 
shots;  the  garrison  were  permitted  to  march  out 
with  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  their  lives  and 
property  secured  to  the  inhabitants ;  but  all  who  were 
not  Catholics  were  banished  ^    From  Mens,  Alva 
marched  to  Mechlin,  which  the  garrison,  finding  them- 
selves too  weak  to  resist  iiim,  secretly  abandoned ;  and 
the  town  being  given  up  to  the  unbridled  fury  x>f  the 
soldiers,  was  sacked  and  pillaged  without  merey ;  eccle- 
siastics as  well  as  laymen,  women  and  children,  alike 
fell >a prey  to  their  cupidity  or  barbarity;  the  property 

"  Metemi,  boek  iv.,  bU  ai<~86.  C4^lnpft^w^  Gaor«  di  Fiand*,  lib.  iii., 
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1579  of  tli6  Catholie  clergy,  which  the  Gaeux  themseltiee 

had  spared,  with  the  jewels  and  oraameiits  of  the 
churchesi  were  seized  and  carried  away;  and  the 
amoimt  of  loss  to  the  cltisena  was  estimated  at  several 
tnillious  of  guilders.  The  neighbouring  cities  of  le^ 
wealth  and  importance  were  permitted  to  redeem 
themseWes  from  pillage  by  the  payment  of  large  som 
of  money**. 

During  this  time^  the  affitirs  of  the  goeox  had 
somewhat  retrograded  in  Zealand.   After  an  nnsoo- 

cesstul  attack  ou  Middleburg,  Tseraarts,  governor  of 
Flushing,  laid  siege  to  Goes,  in  South  Beveland, 
accompanied  by  the  French  and  English  auxiliaries; 
they  had  planted  their  artillery  before  the  walls,  and 
already  effected  two  breaches,  when  Alva,  upon  the 
surrender  of  Mens,  sent  Mondragon  with  8000  men  to 
its  relief.  Unable  to  reach  it  bv  water,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  vessels  which  the  Gueux  captain*  Peter* 
son  Worst,  kept  in  the  channel,  Mondragon  was  con- 
ducted by  a  guide  across  a  ford  near  Woonsdrecht  at 
ebb  tide,  marching  two  leagues  through  the  water. 
His  advance,  which  they  had  deemed  impossible*  so 
astonished  the  besiegers,  that  they  broke  up  their 
camp  in  disorder,  and  hastened  on  board  their  riiips, 
scarcely  giving  themselves  time  to  re-embaik  their 
artillery.  Thus  Goes  and  the  remainder  of  South 
Beveland  continued  still  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
as  well  as  Amemuyden  and  the  fort  of  Bammekens, 
in  W  alcheren.  Middleburg,  to  which  the  Gueux  had 
now  laid  siege  a  second  time,  was  kept  closely  block- 
aded; and  Zieriksee,  with  the  island  of  Schouwen, 
acknowledged  the  Prince  of  Orange  p. 

The  prince,  after  disbanding  his  German  army, 

•  Dor,  boek  vi.,  bl.  400,  ct  seq.  Cauipaoa,  boek  ill.,  97. 
r  MeWrcu,  ho^k  iv.,  i'ol.  87. 
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went  into  Holland,  accompanied  by  a  few  attendant  1^7^ 
only,  where  his  presence  was  much  reqaired,  as  well  to 
cheer  the  minds  of  the  people,  disappointed  in  the 
lesuba  tliey  aiitk»patod  fiom  his  long-^piepaied  and 
sspensm  eiiterpriie»  as  to  put  a  stop  to  the  excesses 
committed  by  the  undisciplined  soldiers  of  William 
van  der  Mark,  which  had  now  arrived  at  snch  a  height, 
as  to  cause  loud  complaints  among  the  people,  whor 
declared,  that  they  might  almost  as  well  live  under  the 
tyrsimy  of  the  Spaiuards.   Lianding  at  Eukhuyaen,  he 
proceeded  thenee  to  Haarlem,  where  the  states  were 
assembled,  by  whom  he  was  welcomed  with  an  excess 
of  joy ;  he  made  several  regulations  for  the  better 
ordering  of  the  troops,  strictly  forbidding  any  communi- 
cation with  the  enemy,  or  the  exportation  of  provi- 
sions, and  confirmed  the  impositions  laid  on  by  the 
states  for  the  support  of  the  war.   The  council  of 
finance,  and  the  supremo  court  of  iiolland,  having 
retired  to  Utrecht  when  the  Spaniards  evacuated 
Rotterdam,  he,  with  the  consent  of  the  states,  ap 
pointed  new  ones  in  their  room.    All  the  acts  of  the 
prince  were  done  by  the  combined  authority  of  himself 
and  the  states  alone,  without  any  reservation  of  the 
king's  future  approbation,  or  any  provisional  limitation 
until  he  should  be  better  advised ;  so  that  Holland  had 
now,  though  not  in  express  terms,  virtually  emancipated 
itself  from  the  government  of  Spain 

The  Duke  of  Alva  having  retired  to  repose  himself 
ftt  Nimeguen,  his  son,  Don  Frederic,  conducted  a 
portion  of  the  army  to  the  siege  of  Zutpben.  The 
'garrison  fled,  and  the  burghers  offered  to  surrender; 
bat  the  town  was,  nevertheless,  pillaged  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  had  been  conquered  by  assault,  and 
^00  of.  the  inhabitants  were  drowned  in  the  Yssel. 

Bor,  bock  vi.,  bl.  409,  et  sefj.   Veliua  lioorn,  bock  iii,,  bl.  200. 
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1572  Terrified  by  the  &te  of  Zutphen,  aud  too  weak  to 
withstand  the  arms  of  Don  Fredme  withoat  speedj 
aid,  of  wliicli  there  appeared  no  ho|)c,  all  the  towns  of 
Guelderiaud  and  Friesland  once  more  submitted  to 
Alw.  AdTaacing  from  Zutphen  to  Amenfoort,  Fre- 
derick sent  forward  the  Lord  of  Bossu  to  the  small 
town  of  Naarden,  in  Holland,  with  a  summons  to  sur- 
render. The  inhabitants  replied,  that,  hy  the  help  of 
God,  they  would  keep  their  town,  as  they  had  hitherto 
don^  to  the  service  and  profit  of  the  King  of  SpaiiL'' 
They  immediately  despatched  agents  to  puidisse 
ammunition  on  the  credit  of  the  states  of  HullauJ, 
and  wrote  to  Theodore  Sonnoy  for  the  loan  of  two 
barrels  of  powder,  and  to  Berthold  Entes,  lienteusnt 
of  William  van  der  Mark,  then  stationed  at  Veen, 
soliciting  succours  of  troops  without  delay.  Obtainiiig 
nothmg  in  return  but  fair  words  and  promises,  sod 
having  no  mure  tiiau  three  barrels  of  powder  within 
the  walls,  they  at  last  determined  to  throw  themselves 
on  the  mercy  of  Don  Frederic.  Accordingly,  IfaftiB 
Lawrenceson,  one  of  the  burgomasters,  and  Gerard 
Peterson,  a  sherifi^  were  commissioned  to  repair  to  his 
camp,  for  the  purpose  of  interceding  for  tbeir  teSiefW 
citizens.  They  were  denied  admittance,  but  ordered 
to  retire  to  Bossem,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Naarden,  and  wait  there  till  be  came.  On  the  rmi 
thither,  Peterson,  alarmed  at  the  preparatiuus  he  had 
observed  at  Amersfoort,  left  the  sledge  on  which  tbe^ 
travelied,  saying,  ^  Adieu,  I  shall  not  come  this  tims 
to  Naarden,"  and  was  seen  no  more.  La\\Tenceson, 
though  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  chagrin  at  the 
behaviour  of  his  comrade,  determined  to  persevere  is 
fulfilling  his  duty  towards  those  who  had  sent  hiuj,  and 
awaited  the  arrival  of  Don  Frederic  at  Bussem.  Uer^ 

»  Meteren,  boek  iv.,  fol.  88. 
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he  was  joined  by  Lambc  i  tus  Hortensius,  a  catholic  1572 
priest,  (the  historian  of  Utrecht,)  and  some  others* 
Beinor  unable  to  ubtain  an  iiiuliencc  of  Don  Frederic 
himself,  they  were  informed,  that  Julian  de  Romero 
was  invested  with  full  powers  to  treat  for  the  surrender 
in  his  name.  With  him,  therefore,  the  deputies 
agreed,  that  the  town  should  open  its  gates  to  Don 
Frederic,  on  the  express  condition  that  the  lives  and 
properties  of  all  the  inbabitaiits  should  be  preserved; 
that  the  citizens  should  take  a  new  oath  to  the  King  of 
Spain ;  and  that  100  Spaniards  should  be  allowed  to 
take  out  of  the  city  as  much  goods  as  they  could 
carry.  This  treaty,  a  verbal  one  only,  was  confirmed 
by  the  usual  ceremony  of  jcining  hands,  the  same 
which  the  states  and  Prince  of  Orange  had  lately  used 
in  promising  fidelity  to  each  other,  and  which  hitherto 
had  always  been  deemed  an  ample  security  among  so 
simple  and  faithful  a  people.  On  the  eutrauce  of 
Bomero^  the  burghers  were  summoned  to  come  un- 
armed to  the  guQdhall,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
new  oath  to  the  king;  nearly  tbe  whole  of  them 
quitted  the  ramparts  and  hastened  thither,  a  few  only 
excepted,  who,  seised  with  a  vague  dread  or  suspicion, 
eoncealed  themselves  in  the  dome  of  the  church ;  their 
wives,  meanwhile,  were  busily  employed  in  the  duties 
of  hospitality,  preparing  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
atrangers.  The  town  was  soon  filled  with  Spanish 
soldiers,  a  number  of  whom,  headed  by  a  priest,  walked 
to  and  fro  for  some  time  before  the  guildhall ;  when  at 
length  the  priest,  turning  suddenly  towards  the  people, 
Ud  them  prepare  for  death.  At  this  signal  the  work 
of  slaughter  began ;  first  firing  their  muskets  among 
the  defenceless  multitude,  the  Spaniards  proceeded  to 
cut  them  in  pieces  with  their  swords,  and  in  an  instant 
laid  500  dead  on  the  floor  of  the  guildhall,  which  they 
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1672  set  on  fire.    They  then  ran  through  the  streets, 
bntchering  all  they  met»  and  set  fiie  to  the  honm  ia 
different  places,  to  force  those  who  had  emaped  of 
concealed  themselves  to  come  out,  when  they  wew 
immediately  cot  down,  or  throat  throogfa  with  fXkmi 
even  the  inmates  of  the  hospitals  for  the  aged,  whoii 
years  numbered  from  eighty  to  a  hundred,  were,  with 
the  exception  of  two»  all  massacred.   The  life  of  Lamp 
bertus  Hortensius  liimself,  though  a  priest,  waa  with 
difficulty  saved  by  the  entreaties  of  the  Count  of  Bossu; 
bnt  hia  son,  the  organist  of  the  principal  chorch,  was 
nuirdered,  and  his  heart  torn  out  before  his  eyes.  A 
smith  named  Hubert  Williamson,  snatching  up  a 
three-legged  stool  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the 
other,  bravely  defended  the  entrance  of  his  house  foe 
some  time  against  a  troop  of  8paiiiarda»  seTCial  of 
whom  he  killed.   At  length,  woonded  and  overpowered 
by  numbers,  he  sank  down,  letting  fall  his  temporary 
shiekl,  but  had  still  sufficient  strength  left  to  grasp 
with  his  hard  hands  the  blades  of  two  swords  which 
the  S])auiards  pointed  at  his  breast.    They  quickly 
drew  them  back»  severing  every  one  of  his  tiugers,  and 
plunged  the  weapons  into  his  body.    Hia  daughter 
was  at  that  moment  on  her  knees  by  his  side,  implorinsf 
them  to  save  his  life ;  the  only  answer  they  gave  her 
was  to  take  up  her  fathei^s  yet  quivering  fingers  and 
dash  in  her  face.    Those  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
dome  of  the  church,  though  they  might  easily  ^have 
defended  themselves,  the  only  entranoe  being  thfoogh 
one  narrow  dtjor,  stupitied  by  terror,  were  slaughtered 
without  resistance.    The  cruelties  pnM^tised  on  (he 
women  were  yet  more  enormous.   Many  died  of  their 
tortiu  es  under  the  hands  of  the  soldiers ;  some  were 
thrown  into  wells  and  drowned ;  others  were  forced  to 
quit  their  beds»  and,  with  their  infimts  of  a  few  days 
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<rid»  to  fly  barefoot  from  the  town.  One  of  the  buqfo*  1571 
tnastem,  Henry  Lambertson,  was  hanged  and  quartered 
before  hie  own  door.  No  more  than  sixty  men  were 
left  aliYe»  forty  of  whom  were  able  to  make  their 
eaeape,  and  twenty  redeemed  themselves  by  payment 
of  a  heavy  ransom.  The  town  was  so  completoiy 
stripped,  that  there  waa  not  anffieient  anstenance  left 
for  the  few  women  and  children  who  remained.  With 
an  Impious  and  indecent  barbarity,  for  which  we  should 
vainly  aeek  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  savage  nations^ 
it  was  forbidden  to  bury  the  dead,  and  their  corpses 
were  left  putrefying  in  the  streets  for  the  space  of 
three  weeks. 

The  acts  committed  at  Naarden  received  the 
highest  approbation  from  the  Duke  of  Alva,  who 
afterwards,  as  if  in  bitter  irony,  declared  the  eitiaens 
of  that  town,  wlioso  streets  were  now  a  desert,  ba- 
nished, and  all  their  goods  confiscated,  as  guilty  of  liigk 
treason;  and  forced  the  peasants  of  Gooiland  by  threats 
to  destroy  the  walls  and  public  buildint^s.  It  was  part 
of  his  policy  to  infuse  terror  into  the  conquered ;  but 
on  this  oeeasion  he  had  gone  a  step  beyondr-Jie  had 
roused  de9]Kiir  in  all  its  fui-y". 

Hastily  quitting  the  smoking  ruins  of  Naarden, 
Doa  Frederic  led  his  troops  to  repose  a  few  days  at 
Amsterdam,  designing  to  make  Ilaailem  his  next 
object  of  attack*  The  government  of  Amsterdam,  who 
liad  all  along  shown  themselves  conspienous  in  the 
persecution  of  the  Reformers,  and  still  remained  de- 
'voted  to  the  Spanish  party,  sent  to  inform  tiie  inh&« 
bltants  of  Haarlem  of  his  intention,  exhorting  them  to 
mbmit  promptly,  and  jiledging  themselves  that  mercy 
would  be  shown  by  the  conqueror.    The  Uaarlemmers 

•  Bor,  boek  vi.,  1)1.  410—410,   Uooft,  boek  vii,  hi  278.  Boxhom, 
Th«at.  Urb.  UoU.  in  X<iaQrd«n,  p.  (Hd. 
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1572  beheld  the  extent  and  weakness  of  their  fortificati<mfl^ 

the  numbers  and  discipline  of  the  enemy's  host,  and 
the  small  reliance  that  was  to  be  placed  on  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  who  had  never  yet  saocdeded  in  rdieving  a 
single  town,  and  for  a  moment  they  wavered ;  the 
government  even  sent  deputies  secretly  to  make  terms 
with  Don  Frederic.  But  a  bold  and  animated 
liarano'ue  from  Wybald  van  Ripperda,  captain  of  the 
burgher  guard,  remind iiig  them  of  the  blood  of  their 
countrymen  shed  at  Naarden,  and  the  fidelity  they  had 
ywoni  to  the  ])rinco,  aronsed  their  nobler  and  more 
manly  feelings ;  with  an  universal  shout  of  enthusiasm 
the  people  replied,  that  they  would  devote  their  lives 
to  the  preservation  of  their  tuwn  and  the  welfare  of 
the  good  caused  The  Lord  of  St.  Aldegonde  was 
commissioned  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  remove  snch 
membei-s  of  the  senate  uud  great  council  as  were 
supposed  to  be  iucliued  to  the  Spanish  interests,  new 
ones  chosen  by  the  burghers  being  substituted  in  their 
place ;  and  those  who  had  opened  the  negotiation  with 
the  Spaniards  were  sent  prisoners  to  Leyden;  the 
images  were  removed  from  the  churches,  and  the 
reformed  service  everywhere  established".  On  the 
9th  of  Decemberi  in  a  season  of  intense  cold,  Don 
Frederic  marched  towards  Haarlem  with  thirtynriz 
eoiiij^anios  of  S|KiHi>h  infimtry,  sixteen  of  Germans, 
and  twenty*two  of  Walloons,  his  cavalry  amounting  to 
no  more  than  1600\  The  number  of  trooj^s  within 
the  city  was  about  1000,  composed  of  English,  Scotch* 
and  Germans,  to  which  was  afterwards  added  a  rein* 
forcement  of  550  Netherlanders.  *  The  commencement 
of  operations  was  unpropitiotis  to  the  defenders,  Doa 
Frederic  making  himself  master  of  the  important  fort 

*  Bor,  boek  vi.,  hi,  420,  •»  Metei-en,  boek  iy».  A*!,  BO* 

"  Campana,  Uuer.  di,  Fiauil*,  lib,  ili.,  p.  100. 
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of  Spareudaui,  about  a  mile  from  Haarlem ;  and  being  1^7^  , 
enabled^  under  cover  of  a  thick  fog  accompanied  by  a 

temporary  thaw,  to  throw    up  his  entrenchments 
without  molestation.   These  were  indeed  but  hasty 
and  incomplete, '  since  he  imagined  a  Bingle  week 
would  amply  suffice  for  the  execiitiou  of  his  task.  It 
fell  out  fiEur  otherwise ;  for  though  fifteen  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery  which  he  brought  to^bear  against  a  ravelyu 
near  the  gate  called  the  Kruysgate»  easily  effected  a 
breach,  yet  the  Spaniards,  on  mounting  to  the  assault^ 
were  so  resolutely  repelled  by  the  troopsv  and  burghers 
within,  that  they  were  forced  to  retire  with  the  loss  of 
200  men  and  twenty  of  their  best  officers.  Encouraged 
hy  this  tirst  success,  tiie  Haariemmers  carried  ou  their 
defence  with  redoubled  energy  and  spirit.    No  sooner 
was  a  breach  made,  than  it  was  again  repaired  with 
wood,  sacks,  earthy  and  such  other  materials  as  were  at 
hand ;  the  inhabitants  spent  the  long  winter  nights  in 
building  an  inner  wall,  higher  and  stronger  than  the 
old  one ;  rich  and  poor,  aged  and  children,  men  and 
women,  all  joined  in  the  work ;  not  an  idle  hand  was 
to  be  seen  in  the  city;  among  the  rest,  one  Catherine 
van  Hasselaar,  a  widow  lady  of  rank  and  fortune, 
formed  a  regiment  of  300  women,  who,  retaining  the 
dress  of  their  sex,  distinguished  themselves  no  less  by 
their  skill  in  the  use  of  the  spade  and  pickaxe,  than 
the  musket  and  sword ;  scarcely  a  day  passed  without 
a  murderous  sally  on  the  part  of  the  besieged,  who  on 
some  occasions  advanced  to  the  enemy's  trenches,  and 
plundered  and  burned  their  tents.    Meanwhile  the 
citizens  of  Leyden  constantly  supplied  them  with  pro* 
visions,  artillery,  and  ammunition,  conveyed  in  sledgus 
across  the  frozen  sea  of  Uaarlem,  and  reinforcements 
of  troops  were  sent  by  the  same  means  from  the  prince 
and  states  at  Deli't.    At  length  the  Spaniuids,  huviug 
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lil73  gained  the  ravelyn  near  the  Kraysgate^  though  not 

before  the  besieged  had  completed  the  erection  of  a 
strong  hali-moou  behind  it»  prepared  for  a  fteah 
assault. 

Leaving  the  cani])  before  daybreak  on  the  la.st  diiy 
of  January,  they  came  unperceived  close  to  the  walli 
where  the  wearied  and  sleepy  sentinels  kept  but  negli* 
gent  watch.  The  morning  light  discovered  tliem  in 
possession  of  the  Kruysgate,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  rampart  on  each  side  the  rayelyn,  to  about  fifty 
or  sixty  soldiers  who  were  near.  They  quicldy  raised 
the  alarm,  and  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  with  undaunted 
courage  till  the  troops  and  burghers  came  to  their  aid; 
■  all  hurried  to  tlio  ])lace  of  danger ;  some  engaged  with 
tiie  assailants,  while  others  filled  a  mine  already  dug 
under  the  rarelyn,  with  powder,  and  blew  it  into  the 
air;  a  fierce  contest  ensued  on  the  rampart,  ui  winch 
the  Bpaniards  were  once  more  worsted ;  800  of  thcor 
choicest  troops  fell»  while  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
defenders  was  no  more  than  ten.  During  this  time, 
eighty  sledges  laden  with  stores  were  conyeyed  safely 
into  the  town  on  the  opposite  side.  Unhappily  the 
iioblc  and  patriotic  courage  of  the  Ilaarlemmers  was 
stained  by  acts  of  cold-blooded  and  atrocious  barbarity* 
The  Spaniards  having  taken  prisoner  one  Philip  King, 
in  an  unsuccessful  attem])t  to  throw  succours  into  the 
town,  put  him  to  death,  and  afterwards  threw  his  head 
over  the  wall,  with  the  inscription  "  This  is  the  King 
who  should  have  relieved  Haarlem  with  209O  meo.** 
To  revenge  this  outrage,  the  citizens  massacred  eleven 
Spanish  prisoners,  and  having  cut  oft'  the  lieads,  and 
shaved  the  hair  and  beard  after  the  fashion  of  beggars^ 
packed  them  in  a  barrel,  which  they  rolled  towards  the 
enemy 8  camp  with  these  words  inscribed  on  it:  **This 
is  the  tenth  for  which  the  Duke  of  Alva  Im  besieged 


Digitized  by  Google 


PHILIP  IU« 


Haarieniy  and  as  we  did  not  pay  it  before^      have  159S 

96nt  the  interest  that  he  might  not  complain*''  The 
biNuegen  iikeviie  baling  hanged  their  prisoneiawithia 
sight  of  the  town,  some  by  the  neck,  and  some  by  one 

ioot,  their  example  was  followed  by  their  opponentSi 
who  erected  a  gallows  ou  the  walls»  on  which  they 
executed  not  only  the  Spanish  prisoners,  bnt  one  or 
two  of  the  citizens  who  favoured  their  party.  Don 
Frederic  finding  the  iU-success  of  his  assaults,  bad 
recourse  to  the  slower  effect  of  mines;  but  several 
were  sprung  by  means  of  the  skiUul  countermining  of  , 
the  besieged)  and  the  damage  caused  by  the  rest  was 
small  and  speedily  repaired.  His  confidence,  therefore, 
began  to  give  way  to  despair;  the  scarcity  of  provi* 
flions  in  his  camp  was  extreme^  and  the  intense  cold 
had  occ4isioned  among  his  troops  wide-spread  sickness 
and  desertion.  He  was  inclined  to  have  ^raised  the 
siege;  but  the  commands,  and  stinging  taunts  of  his 
father,  who  declared,  that  If  sick  and  unable  to  go 
in  person  to  the  camp,  he  would  send  for  his  mother 
from  Spain  to  fill  the  place  of  her  son,"  together  with 
a  powerful  reinforcement  of  troops,  determined  liim  to 
persevere;  and  ere  long,  the  breaking  up  of  the  frost, 
brought  about  a  lamentable  change  in  the  prospects  of 
Haarlem.  The  Lord  of  Bossu  having  cut  through  tho 
dike  between  the  Y  and  the  sea  of  Haarlem,  opened, 
by  this  means  a  passage  into  the  latter  for  a  large  fleet 
of  sixty  vessels,  which  the  Duke  of  Alva  had  equijiped 
at  Amsterdam.  By  the  presence  of  this  powerful 
armament,  which  the  Holland  ships  were  unable  to 
withstand,  the  conununication  between  Loyden  and 
Uaariem  viras  entirely  cut  oii^  and  the  only  mode  of 
csonveying  intelligence  was  by  means  of  carrier  pigeons, 
which,  as  they  were  frequently  ^hot  by  the  enemy, 
discovered  to  themi  instead  of  the  besieged,  the  plans 
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157a  formed  for  their  relief*   These  were  mYaiiaUly  nimo- 
ceesful,  and  in  a  short  time,  monejand  provisioiui  began 

to  fail  within  the  walls;  the  first  was  supplied  in  tiome 
degree  by  coining  promissory  specie  of  small  valve; 
and  the  inhabitants  were  pnt  npon  an  a&wance  of  a 

pound  oi  bread  a  day  to  each  man,  and  a  malt  cake 
for  the  women  and  children.  But  even  this  scanty 
supply  soon  ceased ;  rape  and  hempseed,  the  flerii  of 

dogs,  cats,  and  vermin,  were  greedily  devoured ;  and 
when  these  were  exhausted,  a  wretched  substitute  was 
found  in  the  tanned  hides  of  cows  and  oxen.  Still 
they  supported  their  woes  with  unshaken  firmness ;  tb^ 
besieging  army  which  had  encamped  on  the  ice^ 
sickened  under  the  damp  summer  heats,  and  Haarlem 
was  yet  unconquered.  Orange  making  one  more  eiiurt 
ibr  its  relief,  despatched  500  waggons,  laden  with  food 
and  aimnunition,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Lord  of 
Batenburg,  with  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spaix^'d 
from  the  neighbouring  garrisons^  and  a  consideiabiie 
number  of  volmiteors,  buro^licrs  of  Deltt,  Leydcn.  and 
Rotterdam,  amounting  together  to  about  5000  man. 
Batenbuig  was  surprised  by  an  ambush  of  the  enemy^a 
soldiers,  himself  slain,  and  his  aiiiiy  cut  iu  pieces. 
Then  first  the  courage  of  the  besieged  fell;  Dm, 
Frederic  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  fresh  troap6» 
and  threatened  them  with  anotlier  assault,  whicli  they 
were  not  now  in  a  condition  to  repel;  numbers  bad 
perished  of  hunger;  the  streets  were  crowded  with 
sick  and  d}in;^\  and  the  feeble  and  wasted  garrison 
were  no  longer  able  to  do  their  duty.  They  first 
formed  the  desperate  resolution  of  sallying  forth  in  a 
body  with  their  wmnoii  and  children  in  the  midst,  and 
fighting  their  way  through  the  enemy's  lines;  but  this 
was  prevented  by  the  refusal  of  the  German  troops  to 
join  iu  the  attempt.    Duu  Frederic,  dreading  that  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


PlULll'  IIL 


601 


effects  of  their  despair  might  lead  them  to  set  hre  to  1673 
their  houses,  and  bury  thetnselTes  under  the  ruins,  sent 
a  lierald  to  declare,  that  he  would  observe  the  utmost 
clemenoy  towards  such  as  remained  in  the  town.  Thej,  July 
therefore,  after  a  siege  of  seven  months,  surrendered 
to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror,  and  were  permitted  to 
redeem  themselves  from  pillage  by  the  payment  of 
240,000  joj-uilders.    A  general  aiimesty  was  granted  by 
the  Duke  of  Alva  to  all  the  citizens  except  hfty-seveu ; 
and  the  Spaniards,  fearful  of  losing  the  promised 
ransom,  forbore  their  U8ual  work  of  massacre  and 
plunder.    The  executions  were,  however,  sufficiently 
nuraermis  to  have  satiated  their  cruelty.   The  first  act 
of  Roderigo  di  Toledo,  brother  of  the  general,  was  the 
beheading  of  the  gallant  Wybald  van  Bipperda»  the 
promoter  and  su.^tainer  of  this  memorable  defence; 
Lancelot  van  Brederode  next  sliared  the  same  fate, 
together  with  all  those  who  had  shown  themselves 
most  active  during  the  siege,  and  the  reformed  preachers. 
Of  the  English,  Scotch,  and  French  soldiers,  SOU  were 
drowned,  and  900  hanged  or  beheaded ;  the  Germans 
only,  as  having  been  the  first  to  advise  the  surrender, 
were  spared*.    The  conquerors  purchased  their  victory 
with  the  loss  of  12,000  nien^^ 

The  surrender  of  Haarlem  spread  grief  and  dread 
throughout  the  whole  of  Holland.  The  prospect  of 
iitiiiiii^  was,  in  tmth,  melancholy  in  the  extreme. 
Nearly  every  resource  for  raising  money  was  exhausted^ 
'While  the  public  necessities  were  daily  more  great  and 

r 

«  Bor,  boek  vi.,  U,  421  et  seq.  Meterai,  boek  W.,  foL  88—02.  Com* 
pa]|i,lib,iii,ai»diY« 


*  Campana,  a  Catholic,  and  a  partixaa  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  afBmu, 
that  2000  peraons  were  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,  within  the  spaoe  of 
eight  days  from  the  soirender.— Guer.  dl  Fiatid.,  lib.  iv.,  p.  112. 
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Ji573  pressing ;  the  soldiers,  in  a  lax  state  of  discipline,  did 
more  miBcbief  to  their  friends  than  to  their  eueiiiiefl» 
and,  80  mil  as  the  seamen,  were  oontumally  on  the 
point  of  iiHitiiiy  for  want  of  ])ay;  the  Hollanders,  un- 
disturbed by  invasion  since  the  pacification  with  Guel« 
derland  in  1543,  knew  little  of  the  art  of  defenriTe 
warfare,  and  their  towns  \\  ere  badly  fortified  and  worse 
provided.  In  addition  to  all  these  disadvantages  the/ 
lost,  ab6nt  this  time»  one  of  their  ablest  commanders  io 
William  van  der  Mark,  lord  of  Luiney,  wliose  cruelties, 
committed  chiefly  on  the  Catholic  priests*  had  become 
so  frequent  and  atrocious»  as  to  render  him  gemitlij 
abhorred,  while  his  insolence  and  contumacy  had  rhi^n 
to  such  a  pitch  as  to  defy  the  authority  of  the  states 
and  even  of  the  prince  himself.  He  wae  deprived  of 
his  offices  and  thrown  into  prison,  but  ultimately  per- 
mitted to  retire  vrith  his  property  from  HoUsnd. 
Whatever  his  crimes  and  defects,  he  cannot  but  be 
looked  ii|)on  as  cue  of  the  principal  founders  of  the 
liberties  of  Holland*. 

Discouraged  and  dispirited,  the  exilee,  who  had 
returned  to  their  country,  began  to  prepare  for  a 
second  flight;  each  town  expected  that,  it  would  be 
the  next  to  share  the  fate  of  Haarlem*  In  the  peevidi 
impatience  of  despair  the  inhabitants  of  North  Hoi- 
land,  through  the  medium  of  thehr  governor,  Tlieodoie 
Sonnoy,  laid  before  the  Prince  of  Orange  a  lamentable 
picture  of  the  desolation  of  the  country,  and  their 
inability  to  defend  themselves  any  longer,  unless  he 
could  obtain  the  protection  of  some  po^v('^fuI  sovereign. 
But  William  well  knew  how  to  touch  that  deep  chord 
of  enthusiasm  which  lay  unstrung  but  for  awhile  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Hollanders  to  vibrate  throuirh  the  land. 
**The  King  of  kings  is  our  only  ally,''  he  replied,  '*aud 

»  Bqt,  Iwtk  v  i.,  IL  424. 
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in  him  wiii  we  put  our  trust.  Is  it  because  the  mis- 1573 
fortune  to  whjoh  all  men  are  subject  have  Miea  upon 
yon,  that  manly  eourage  has  fled  entirely  from  your 
hearts?  If  God  has  done  what  it  pleased  iiim  with 
Haarlem»  is  it  therefore  that  hia  arm  ia  shortened! 
Has  he  forsakeo  his  Church,  that  it  should  deny  him? 
Cast  away  from  you  all  idle  fears ;  arouse  within  your« 
selves  the  courage  of  former  days^  and  each  labouring 
heartily  to  do  his  duty,  the  blessing  of  Ood  shall  be 
vrith  your." 

Ilie  voice  of  complaint  was  heard  uo  more.  The 

people  treated  with   silent  scorn  the  threats  pro* 
mulgated  by  Alva  under  the  semblauce  of  au  edict  of 
pardon»  that if  they  did  not  immediately  submit  they 
f«li()iild  be  utterly  exterminated  with  firo  and  sword, 
aud  what  reuiaiued  of  their  laud  given  to  strangers  to 
dwell  in."   They  renewed  with  vigour  their  prepara* 
tioris  for  defence,  repaired  and  strengthened  the  for- 
tihcatious  of  the  tovnis»  and  collected  stores  of  pro- 
Tisions  and  ammunition  as  abundant  as  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  country  permitted.    The  prince  and  states 
at  the  same  time,  neglected  no  meaub  oi  replenishing 
tike  finances;  but  for  this  purpose  they  were  obliged 
to  resort  to  the  unpopular  measures  of  seizing  the 
church  property  and  the  estates  of  fugitives*  as  well  as 
the  granting  of  licences  and  permits  to  trading  vessels ; 
the  people,  however,  paid  all  without  a  murmur.  A 
council  of  state  was  also  appointed,  (without  any  men- 
tion of  the  king,)  to  dispose  of  the  confiscated  property, 
and  to  punish  the  irregulariticj^j  of  the  governora  of 
garrisons,  captains,  aud  soldiers  ^ 

Ample  time  was  given  to  the  Hollanders  to  arrange 
their  affairs,  in  consequence  of  a  mutiny  which  broke 

r  Bor,  l)oek  vi.,  hi.  446—448. 

'  Giotiua,  Am*  Belg.^  lib,  U«|  lu  dB^  Metauii^  }mk  iv«,  SuLdi^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


604 


PHILIP  III. 


1573  out  among  the  troops  engaged  at  the  siege  of  Haarlem* 

to  whom  twenty-eight  mouths'  arrears  of  pay  were  due. 
It  was  appeased  with  great  difficulty  at  the  end  of 
seven  weeks,  when  Alva  determined  to  make  a  decisive 

attack  on  Holland  both  by  land  and  water,  and  \Mth 
this  view  commanded  his  son,  Don  Frederic  di  Toledo, 
to  march  to  the  siege  of  Alkmaar,  and  repaired  in 
person  to  Amsterdam  to  inspect  the  equipment  of  a 
fleet  of  thirty  ships ;  of  which  the  largest,  beating  the 
ominous  name  of  the  Inquisition,  carried  thirty-two 
guns  and  350  men^  Don  Frederic  laid  sir  ire  to 
Alkmaar  at  the  head  of  16»000  able  and  efficient 
troops;  within  the  town  were  1300  armed  burghers 
and  800  soldiers,  as  many  perhaps  as  it  was  at  that 
time  capable  of  containing.  With  this  handful  of 
men  the  citizens  of  Alkmaar  defended  themselves  no 
less  resolutely  than  the  Uaarlemmers  had  done.  The 
fierce  onslaughts  of  the  Spaniards  were  beaten  back 
with  unifonn  success  on  tlic  part  of  the  besiL  i^ed ;  the 
women  and  girls  were  never  seen  to  shrink  iroui  the 
fight,  even  where  it  was  hottest,  but  unceasingly  sup- 
plied the  defenders  with  stones  and  burning  missiU  s,  to 
throw  amongst  their  enemies.  At  last  the  Spaniards 
scarcely  dared  to  show  themselves  beyond  their  trenches; 
but  as  there  were  no  means  of  conveying  reinforce- 
ments to  the  besieged  from  without,  and  their  supplies 
began  to  fiul,  they  resolved,  after  a  month's  siege,  on 
the  desperate  measure  of  cutting  through  the  dykes. 
Some  troops  sent  by  Sonnoy  having  eifected  this,  and 
opened  the  sluices,  the  whole  country  was  soon  deluged 
with  water.  Don  Frederic,  astounded  at  this  noTel 
mode  of  wariare,  and  fearing  that  himself  and  his 
whole  army  would  be  drowned,  broke  up  bis  camp  in 
haste,  and  fled,  rather  than  retreated,  to  Amsterdam^, 

»  Bor,  iMMk  vL,  bL  460.      ^  Id«m,i55.  M«tei«iibiNMkiv*y<(^9&» 
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It  seemed  almost  as  though  the  blessing  which  the  I673 

Prince  of  Orange  liad  promised  his  jK^ople  had  come 
upon  them.    The  capture  of  Geertruydenberg,  about 
this  time,  by  one  of  his  lieutenants,  was  followed  hj  a 
naval   victory,       signal  as  it  was  important.  The 
Admiral  Bo6su»  to  whom  was  given  the  command  of 
the  fleet  at  Amsterdam,  having  sailed  through  the 
Pampus  with  the  design  of  occupying  the  Zuyderzee, 
and  thus  making  himself  master  of  the  towns  of  North 
Holland,  encountered  the  fleet  of  those  towns,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-four  vessels,  commanded  by  Admiral 
Dirkson,  stationed  in  the  Zuyderzee  to  await  his  arrival. 
Several  days  were  cunsuiued  111  partial  skirmishes,  the 
wind  not  permitting  the  ships  to  come  to  a  general 
engagement;  when  at  length  a  favourable  breeze 
pringing  np»  the  Dutch  vessels  made  sail  straight 
towards  the  enemy*  by  whom  they  were  received  with 
a  heavy  fire.    Being  so  poorly  supplied  with  ammuni- 
tion as  to  be  unable  to  return  it,  the  Hollanders  ran  in 
amongst  their  opponents,  and  the  Admiral  Dirkson 
bringing  up  his  prow  close  to  the  liupiisition,  in  which 
was  Bossu  himself,  threw  out  the  grappling  irons,  and 
succeeded  in  making  her  fast*    Scarcely  was  this 
elfected  when  one  John  Harink,  a  volunteer  from 
Hoom,  sprang  on  board  and  hauled  down  the  admiral's 
flag.    He  was  instantly  shot  dead;  but  the  circum- 
stance tended  in  no  small  degree  to  damp  tlu  ardour 
of  the  combatants  on  the  Spanish  side.   The  other 
Holland  vessels,  in  like  manner,  forced  their  enemies 
to  come  to  a  close  fight,  which  lasted  with  little  inter- 
mission from  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  of  October  to 
niidday  of  the  12th,  during  which  time  two  of  the 
royalist  ships  were  sunk  and  a  third  captured;  the 
remainder  then  lost  courage,  and  throwing  the  greater 
portion  of  theii*  guns  overboard  to  expedite  their 
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1573  sailing,  fled  into  the  Pampus.  Borsu  seeing  himself 
wholly  deserted,  and  that  every  meang  of  escape  was 
cut  off,  proposed  a  surrender  upon  terms  whieh,  sto 

gome  difficulty,  Avere  accepted,  and  he  Avas  carried 
prisoner  to  Hoom.  Unfortunately,  for  some  ream 
which  does  not  appear,  the  Datoh  negleeted  to  panm 
the  fugitive  and  disabled  vessels,  which,  if  they  had 
done,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  whole  would  have 
been  captured  or  destroyed.  On  intelligence  d  fths 
issue  of  the  battle,  Alva  quitted  Amsterdam  in  haste 
and  secrecy.  This  success  delivered  the  towns  of 
North  Holland  from  the  most  imminent  danger, 
rendered  the  possession  of  Amsterdam  nearly  uscle© 
to  the  royalists,  since  the  Gueux  surrounding  it  on  all 
sides,  eflbetually  barred  the  conunmunicstien  with  ths 
southern  provinces  c. 

As  Alva  was  unable  to  obtain  any  ftirther  remit- 
tances from  Bpain,  and  had  wholly  fldled  in  the  ens- 
tioii  of  the  tenth,  he  was  driven  to  have  recourse  to 
the  irksome  and  now  hazardous  measure  of  snrnmoniag 
the  states-general,  in  order  to  obtain  fr<Om  them  a  voie 
of  subsidy.  Upon  their  assembling  at  Brussels,  tho 
states  of  Holland  despatched  an  earnest  and  tAoq^mi 
address,  exhorting  them  to  emancipate  themselves  from 
Spanish  slavery  and  the  cruel  tyranny  ot  Alva,  which 
the  want  of  unanunity  in  the  provinees  had  aJmid 
enabled  him  to  exercise.  If,  they  urged,  the  united 
forces  of  Spain,  Italy,  Germany,  and  France,  had  been 
unable  to  conquer  the  strip  of  land  which  formed  the 
province  of  Holland,  how  easy  would  it  have  been  for 
them,  had  they  made  it  a  common  cause,  to  have  pre- 
served entire  the  liberties,  peace,  and  wealth  of  their 
country ;  since  it  was  from  the  Netherlands  alone  tW 
Alva  drew  strength  and  resources  to  enable  him  ^ 

«  Velius  Hoorn,  Wk  iii.,  hi  221--S2iS. 
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oppress  the  Nefcherlands.  If,  at  last»  Holland  were  1573 
sobdtted,  he  wimid  take  Tengeance  on  the  whole  of  the 

provmoes  as  rebels^  for  refusing  the  tenth ;  but  that, 
they  observed,  would  be  no  trifling  task,  since  they 
were  determined  to  perish,  one  town  after  fmoAer^  mm 

by  man^  rather  thau  submit  to  so  disgraceful  a  slavery^. 
Their  lemonstranoe  appears  to  haye  been  attended  with 
a  powerful  effect,  since  the  states-general  oonld  neither 
bj  threats  or  remoustrauees  be  induced  to  grant  the 
smallest  subridy.  At  the  same  time^  the  states  of 
Holland  forwarded  a  petition  to  the  king,  wherein, 
after  recapitulating  the  cruelties  aud  enormities  of 
Alva,  they  deolued  that  it  was  never  their  intention  to 
take  up  arms  against  their  sovereign,  but  solely  to 
relieve  themselves  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  they  were  resolved  never  to  endure«.  From 
their  previous  acts,  we  should  be  rather  led  to  snppose, 
that  they  had  not,  from  the  hrst,  any  real  intention 
of  returning  nnder  the  dominion  of  Philip,  and  that 
the  petition  was  merely  framed  for  the  jnirposc  of 
placing  their  cause  in  a  favourable  light  before  the 
world.  However  this  may  be,  they  liad  soon  an 
opportunity  of  eviticing  their  sincerity,  since  Alva, 
having  become  heartily  weary  of  the  government  he 
had  involved  in  sach  irretrievable  eonAision,  now 
obtained  his  recall ;  his  place  was  filled  by  Don  Louis 
de  Kequesens,  grand  commander  of  Castile^. 

In  the  November  of  this  year,  Alva  quitted  the 
Netherlands,  leaving  behind  him  a  name  which  has 
become  a  bye*word  of  hatred,  scorn,  and  esLecration. 
He  is  described  as  tall  and  spare  in  person,  his  counte- 
nance long  and  pallid,  with  eyes  deeply  sunk  in  the 
forehead,  and  expressive  of  harshness  and  austerity; 

*  Bor,  boek  vi.,  bl.  450,  ct  secj,  '  h\em,  471. 

'  Metei«n,  boek  iv.,  lol.  90. 
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J573  insolent  to  an  excess  towards  his  equals  and  interion; 
oyerbearing  and  opiniated,  but  penetrating,  8agacioii% 
and  eloquent ;  devotedly  faithful  to  his  sovereign,  it  is 
yet  remarkable  that,  tlxough  employed  and  trusted  for 
sixty  yean  by  Philip  and  his  father,  be  poooooood  not 
the  smallest  share  of  the  affection  of  either.  Tn 
ability  and  experience,  he  stood  unrivaUed  among  the 
commanders  of  his  age ;  but  while  firm  and  feiile  in 
resources  in  adversity,  he  was  puffed  up  by  prosperity 
to  a  height  of  arrogance  amounting  to  folly.  Accus- 
tomed irom  his  earliest  years  to  serre  in  the  barbarous 
WEI'S  waged  by  hi^  country  against  the  Moors,  and  in 
Italy,  France^  and  Hungary,  he  had  learned  to  look  on 
human  suffering,  and  to  trample  on  the  rigbts  and  died 
the  blood  of  mankind,  with  a  remorseless  and  reckless 
indifference  which  seems  hardly  credible.  Were  the 
pages  of  Italian  and  American  history  closed  to  us,  we 
might,  indeed,  hesitate  to  believe  even  the  grave  and 
upright  historians  of  the  time,  in  the  accounts  they 
haTe  transmitted  of  the  ferocious  erudties  whidi  the 
Spaniards  coutinually  practised,  and  to  which  Alva 
gave  his  connivance  and  encouragement.  During  the 
six  years  that  he  had  governed  the  Netherlands,  18,000 
persons  had  perished  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner; 
besides  the  numbera  massacred  at  Naarden,  Zutpben, 
and  other  conquered  cities,  and  those  whom  the  Spanish 
soldiers  put  to  death  in  the  wantomiess  of  impunity. 
The  amount  of  profits  from  confiscated  estates  was 
said  to  be  8,000,000  of  guilders  yearly ;  nor  was  the 
property  of  hospitals,  almshouses,  or  orphan  asylums, 
spared  in  the  general  plunder.  The  Spaniards  were 
accustomed  to  take  whatever  th^  chose  without  pay- 
ment, observing,  that  everything  in  the  Netherlands 
belonged  to  them,  as  forfeited  for  rebellion;  the 
smallest  reiustance  was  followed  by  instant  death ;  the 
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bosbands  and  fathers  who  attempted  to  protect  their  1573 
ftmilies  from  their  brutality,  were  datigbtered  on  the 
spot ;  some  they  flayed  alive,  and  used  their  skins  for 
drums;  others  had  their  flesh  torn  off  with  red-hot 
pincers ;  and  others  were  roasted  before  a  slow  fire^  to 
force  them  to  reveal  their  treasures.  Even  the  ashes 
of  the  dead  were  not  left  in  peace,  but  disinterred  and 
bumt»  under  the  pretext  that  they  had  died  without 
confession.  One  man  was  condenmed  and  put  to 
death  because  he  had  afforded  shelter  for  a  single  night 
to  his  only  son,  proscribed  for  heresy;  another  for 
bestowing  a  morsel  of  food  on  the  widow  of  a  person 
executed  for  the  same  cause;  a  female  of  high  rank, 
ciohty-four  years  of  age,  was  publicly  beheaded  at 
Utrecht,  in  the  presence  of  Alva,  for  having  on  one 
occasion  received  a  reformed  preacher  into  her  house ; 
and  many  rich  and  noble  ladies  were  stripped  of  their 
possessions  for  holding  communication  with  their 
husbands,  who  had  been  outlawed  as  fugitives.  Never- 
theless, Vargas,  on  his  departure  with  Aha,  remarked, 
that  the  King  of  ^pain  had  lost  the  Netherlands 
through  an  excess  of  clemency  and  forbearance.  Con- 
trary to  the  ex])ectatiuns  of  many,  Philip  received 
Alva  with  every  appearance  of  favour,  and  continued, 
with  one  short  intermission,  to  trust  and  employ  him 
till  his  death,  which  happened  (hiring  the  expedition  to 
Portugal,  in  1582.  His  last  act  was  to  place  on  his 
master's  head  the  crown  of  that  kingdom,  the  conquest 
of  which  he  effected  in  the  space  of  tea  weeks ^. 

*  Campann,  lib.  iii.,  p.  68.  Meteren,  boek  Ibl.  96—98,  Bor, 
lioek  vi.»  464,  ct  pa88tm«  Hooft,  boek  viii.,  bl.  390.  Da  Maurier^p.a5. 
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XoTB  A.   (Page  7*) 

TiiE  fuUowinor  cxtru<jis  will  serve  to  sliow  that  this  position  i^ 
luit  assumed  upoa  insu^^cieut  grounds ;  tbcy  arc  taken  froiA  the 
"  Description  of  the  Netherlands,**  pttblbhed  by  Louis  Gincciardiiu*t 
in  1563,  thiet  feais  befoie  the  fint  outbieak  of  the  dietartMaoea 
with  8pab.  1^  thia  work,  the  frait  of  many  yean'  diligent  obeef** 
TatioD,  the  author  nifonne  us,  that  300  merchant  shipe  were  aeeiuk 
tomcd  to  catt  anchor  every  year  at  Amsterdam,  where  they  found 
such  a  ready  market  for  their  wares,  that  they  were  usually  cleared 
by  the  iiitli  or  sixth  day;  and  that  Amemnyden  (a  town  in 
Zealand  of  secondary  importance,  and  having  no  Toice  in  the 
aeeembly  of  the  states)  was  noted  fox  the  immense  number  of 
Tesssla  oonstantly  in  its  harbonr,  whenoe  there  often  sailed  fleets  of 
Irom  fifty  to  two  hundred  ahips^  besides  nnmerons  sin^  vessels 
trading  to  and  from  Antwerp.  Holland  employed  000  Teasels*  of 
from  ftfty  to  one  hundred  tons  each,  hi  the  herring  fishery :  and  the 
;ivt;rage  number  of  large  mcrchaui  ships  was  above  800.  Tho 
importation  oi  corn  from  Denmark,  Poland,  and  the  Hanse  towns, 
into  ihc  ]>r<>vinco  of  Holland  alone,  averaoffd  (i,irUf,000  bushels, 
whilo  the  butter  and  cheese  exported  from  thcnco  brought  in  a 
levenne  of  1)000,000  of  florins.  The  value  of  the  cxportations  in 
l^eneral  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact,  that  the  single  town  of 
Gouda  paid  an  export  duty  of 3000  ducats  annually,  upon  so  simple 
an  article  of  commerce  as  the  Dutch  tiles.  We  are  told  also,  that 
although  Holland  produced  no  flax,  more  fine  linen  was  made  there 
ilian  in  any  other  country  of  the  world,  the  yarn  being  imported 
chiefly  from  Flanders;  nor  was  the  manufacture  of  cloth  less 
extensive,  although  wholly  dependent  on  foreign  wools,  since 
12,000  bales  were  made  in  the  town  of  Haarlem  alone:  in  like 
manner,  although  the  country  afforded  no  materials  for  ship 
building,  more  Tessels  were  constructed  and  equipped  in  the  ports 

*  Uncle  of  the  eelchraled  hittorian  of  that  name. 
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of  Holland,  than  in  almost  all  tlie  rest  of  Europe  too^ether.  Lud. 
Gttioc  Belg.  Dea^  torn,  ii.,  p.  92,  93, 94»  UO,  183,  243.  We  alutU 
«e6  during  tlie  coane  of  the  histoij,  ituii  the  Datch  were  eUe 
frequently  to  equip  nayies  eiifficlently  powerful  to  withstand  thoae 
of  France  and  the  Haose  towns,  and  to  send  forth  huge  fleets  «f 
merchaDt  Teaaeb^  as  well  as  ships  of  war* 


Note  B.   (Page  22.) 

^The  time  of  the  foundation  of  the  eonnty  of  HoUand  is  iaTolTed 
in  great  ohscority,  and  I  will  not  enter  into  the  tedious  disensMNi 
as  to  whether  it  should  he  fixed  in  683.  according  to  the  most  pie> 
Talent  opinion,  or,  as  others  say,  in  the  year  992.   For  the  fonner 

date  we  have  the  authority  of  Melis  Stoke,  John  of  Lcyden,  Beka, 
Barlandus,  Meyer,  and  numerous  others;  while  BuchcHus,  the 
annotatorof  the  Chronicle  of  Beka,  Schryver,  fiolm  yr^n  der  vs  the 
younger,  and  the  author  of  the  admirable  "  Vaterhmdsehe  Historic,** 
(Wagenaar)  insist  upon  the  latter.  The  origin  and  rise  of  the 
county  arc,  I  bclievp,  here  traced  with  as  much  cleamc*^  f\3  the 
intricacy  of  the  subject  admits  of ;  and  the  facts  stated  are  bome 
out  by  the  documents  pleserred  in  the  "  Diplomats'*  of  Mira»us,  of 
the  authenticity  of  which  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt :  one  or 
two  brief  observations,  therefore,  will  suffice  to  prove^  that  neither 
of  the  foregoing  conjectures  is  absolutely  correct.  Charles  the  Bald  of 
France,  by  whom  the  original  grant  in  863*  was  supposed  to  hare 
been  made,  possessed  no  part  of  Holhind,  since  all  the  land  between 
the  Rhine  and  the  Meuse  was  included  in  the  kintrdom  of  Lorrikiue : 
and  Charles  the  Simple,  who  did  in  fact  bestow  EijjTnond  and  its  de- 
pendencies on  Theodore  I.  in  912,  was  in  92'2  en^jaged  in  a  war  with 
tlie  rebel,  Duke  Robert  of  Paris,  who  had  usurped  his  crowns;  and 
eonsequently  it  was  highly  improbable  that  he  should  confer  giants 
of  those  lauds  of  whic  h  at  that  time  he  was  not  even  in  possession, 
since  little  more  than  Aquit&ine  was  left  to  him  by  the  usurper. 

'  Vi'lly,  iitst.  d©  X'tmcQ,  torn,  ii.,  p.  205. 


*  The  ooauty  of  Flanders  wm,  in  fact,  founded  at  this  period;  and  either 
this  drcumstance  may  have  giren  rise  to  the  mistake,  or  the  monks  of  Egmoad, 

the  first  clironielera  of  Holland,  may  hfivc  wilfully  falsified  the  date  in  the 
charter,  as  not  wishin?  the  origin  of  Uieir  nation  to  appear  leas  ancient  than 
that  of  the  Flemuij^H^  their  neighbours  and  rivals. 
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Note  C    (Page  370 

The  historian  "Wagcuaar  (Vat.  Hist.,  boek  vii.,  No.  1.)  is  of 
opinion  tliat  the  Counts  of  Holland  had  no  footing  in  Friuzland,  east 
of  the  Zuydcrzoc,  until  long  after  this  period.    But  the  whole  of 
the  laud  lying  between  the  Yssel  and  "  Liorc,"  is  mentioned  in  the 
grant  of  Otho  III.  to  Theodore  H.^  count  of  Holland  :  and  the 
latter  is  much  more  likely  to  be  the  Lattweis  id  Friezland,  than^  as 
Wsgenaar  auppoeesy  the  enuill  stream  of  the  Lee  in  the  eonthenl 
put  of  Delftlaadf  which,  as  Medemblick  and  the  Texel  ate  also 
named,  would  exclude  the  country  lying  between,  that  is,  the 
greater  portion  of  Delftland,  and  the  whole  of  Rhynland  and  North 
Holland  :  indet     a  sin^^de  ;;lancc  at  the  map  will  suffice  to  show  that 
it  was  hardly  possible  this  stream  could  have  been  the  boundary  fixed 
upon  for  the  county.  The  supposition  that  the  Lauwers  is  in  reality 
the  river  meant,  besides  the  similarity  of  the  name,  is  further  con- 
firmed by  the  gieat  probability  which  exists,  that  the  Zuydeizee  was 
still,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  an  inland  sea,  Friesland  and  West 
Friedand  forming  one  oonUnued  tract  of  land  along  the  north  of  it, 
intersected  by  the  Vlie,  which"  connected  the  Zuydemee  with  the 
ocean,  the  rivers  Medemblick,  Chimelosara,  and  other  small  streams. 
A  fixxl,  which  happened  in  117'^)  considerably  extended  the  limits 
of  the  Zuyderzee,  and  from  that  ])eriod  until  1396  it  continued 
gradually  to  increase,  overflowing  "  whole  forests  and  many  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  so  that  large  ships  might  be  navigated  where 
carriages  used  totraveU**   In  1396  another  deluge  occurred,  which 
formed  the  Marsdiep,  separated  the  islands  of  Texel,  A^ielandt,  and 
Wieringcn  irom  the  main  land,  and  drowned  the  land  around 
Enkhuyzen  and  Medemblick^.   We  may  therefore  conclude  that 
the  rivers  Mcdcmelec,  or  Medemblick,  and  Kinnem  in  Kemmerland^ 
with  the  Texel,  were  the  boundaries  of  the  county,  as  granted  by 
Otho  III.,  on  the  west*,  and  the  Lauwers  on  the  east.  The  Eii:p(  ror 
Lothaire  certainly  made  a  grant  of  Friezland,  in  1 125,  to  his  nephew 
Theodore  VI. ;  but  if  the  rights  of  the  counts  of  Holland  were 
founded  solely  upon  this  charter,  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the 
Emperor  Frederic  I.  should  have  considered  their  claims  and  those 
of  the  bishops  of  Utrecht  so  equal,  as  to  decide  that  the  government 
should  be  divided  between  them  (in  1105),  wnce  the  grant  of 

^  SchryTer*8  Graaven^  deri  L,  bh  343. 

*  The  portion  of  Holland  aMnd  Egmoiid  was  granted  hy  Chailea  tb« 
Simple,  king  of  Fianoe. 
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Lotbaire  was  long  subsequent  to  those  of  Henry  IV.  of  1©77  Bad 
1086,  upon  which  the  bUhops  groiuidc  i  their  pretensions.  John  of 
Leyden,  Bpeakinj^  of  the  grant  of  Lotliairc,  says,  that  he  agaiu 
incorporated  the  land  in  question  with  the  roimty  of  ilolland, 
according  to  the  ancient  rights,  **  secundum  autiqua  privilefria 
iteram  iiicorporavit«."  He  likewise  telU  U4»  that  Friczland  had 
been  wrested  from  Holland,  by  Egbert,  margrave  of  Brandenburg  \ 
which  opinion  it  adopted  by  the  a\ithor  uf  the  Netherland  Chronicle*, 
and  by  Heda',  bafc  oontiOTerted  by  Bacheliu%  the  uinotator  of  tht 
latter  (Note  O  on  the  groond  that  the  eipnletoa  of  the  Comt  of 
Holland  ia  not  mentioned  in  the  diplomae  of  Heniy  IV.  to  tho 
bishop  of  tJtieeht :  but  it  does  not  appear  probaUe  that  either  tlio 
emperor  who  made  the  graotib  ^  ihe  bishop  who  obtained  them, 
would  voluntarily  adduce  any  pretensions  which  the  Coimta  of 
Holland  may  have  had  to  the  territories  confeixed  by  theiu. 


NoTB  D.   (Page  125.) 

Sospieionfl  haTe  been  caat  upon  Edward,  as  if  guilty  of  a  proTioas 

knowledge  of  the  murder  of  Count  Florence ;  they  are,  howercr, 
not  borne  out  by  iacU.  It  ia  true  thai  the  chief  instigator  of  tlitj 
plot,  the  Lord  of  Cuyck,  was  engaged  to  perform  any  service  that 
the  King  of  England  might  require  of  him,  in  ronsiderntiun  of  the 
sum  of  2000  livres;  but  we  are  not  justihed  in  concluding  ib.u  the 
treaty  was  made  between  them  with  a  view  to  this  particular  trans- 
action, since  it  was  merely  such  an  one  aa  petty  prinoes  frequency 
entered  into  with  rich  and  powerful  monarchs ;  nor  were  the  tsnot 
of  it  nnnsualt  since  Waleran,  lord  of  Monjoie  and  Hanqnemonti 
boimd  hunself  to  the  seiTice  of  £dward  nearly  at  the  same  iime^  in 
a  manner  precisely  similar :  £t  snr  oes  (t.  e.  the  2000  Itmsp)  fad 
aviona  fiuta  homage,  ot  fmant^  pnr  U  loianment  servir  a  notie  peer, 
et  consailler.*'  There  is  likewise  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  con- 
spirators themselves  entertained  any  otiier  design  at  first,  than  that 
of  conveying  Cuimt  Florence  to  imprisonment  in  England  or  Flan- 
ders, which  being  prevented  by  the  Naardeners  and  FriezLmderB 
they  suddenly  resolved  upon  putting  him  to  death,  lest  his  rescue 
ghould  be  aciiieved.  It  is  far  less  easy  to  acquit  Edward  of  an 
active  participation  in  the  iniquitona  sdieme  of  confining  Florence 

*  Libb  aviL,  cap.  2.  *  Lib.  xv.,  cap.  a.  •  Divii,  x.^  cap*  1A> 

'  F.  138, 
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in  pruKm  tot  tHa  fmainder  of  his  life.  The  angry  tenna  in  which  June 
lie  expressed  himself  with  regard  to  iLc  cuunt alliance  with  26th 
Frauce';  the  promise  of  assistance  made  to  the  conspirators  at 
Cambray  by  his  temporary  vassal,  the  Lord  of  Cuyck,  a  promisd 
\vhich  could  hardly  have  been  ventured  upon  without  his  sanction; 
the  tsuei  that  the  oonspiratois  cairied  their  prisoner  to  Muyden  for 
the  {NupoM  of  traotportiog  him  tiienoe  to  England ;  and,  above  all| 
a  letter  whioh  he  wrote  to  the  emperor,  only  two  days  before  the 
eonnt  0  death*  wherein  he  makes  nae  of  this  remarkable  eatpmerioii, 
^Speramils  enim  quod  magis  in  persona  filii,  quam  in  persona  patria 
res  eadem  fuiet  sah  u, '  arc  ciicmiia,tances  that  fix  upon  iiiin  a  con- 
siderable^  if  not  the  largest  share  in  the  giiilt  of  this  entrrjjribt',  to 
which  he  was  prompted  at  once  by  a  feeling  of  vengeance  against 
Florence  for  having  forsaken  his  alliance,  and  by  the  ambition  of 
exercising  imboonded  influence  in  the  a&iia  of  Holland  when  the 
goveimnent  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  his  infant  son* 

ia-law. 


NoTB  E.   (Page  149.) 

With  the  accouut  of  tins  marriage  ends  the  Rhyme  Chronicle  of 
the  monk  of  Egmond*  Melis  Stoke :  a  work  which,  whether  in 
regard  to  the  fidelity  and  judgment  displayed  in  the  relation  of  the 
£icts»  or  (considering  the  age  in  which  it  was  written)  the  pnritj 
and  dignity  of  the  language^  is  of  inestimable  yalne  to  the  Utmtnre 
as  well  as  to  the  history  of  Holland;  and  hononraUe  alike  to  the 
author  aud  to  the  country  whioh  produced  him,  at  a  time  when 
rude  rhymes  and  monkish  legends  constituted  tiro  chief  of  the 
poetry  aud  history  of  the  northern  nations  of  Europe.  The  "  Rym- 
chronyk"  is  written  in  the  "ottava  rinia,"  or  verbca  of  eight  feet, 
the  measure  being  preserved  less  by  the  exact  number  of  syllableSi 
than  by  emphases  and  points,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  our  own 
Chaucer :  the  veisification,  well  sustained  throughont»  is  in  many 
parts  by  no  means  deficient  in  softness  and  harmony^but  constantly 
adheres  to  the  stmplioity  of  history,  being  wholly  destitute  of  poeti« 
eal  ini a  cry,  or  rhetorical  ornament.  The  early  part  of  the  Chronicle 
is  brief,  aud  oltcu  somewhat  obscure,  being  probably  intended 
merely  as  an  introduction  to  the  contempoia.iy  Liitory,  which  com- 
mences with  the  reign  of  Florence  V.,  when  the  details  become 
so^^ently  full,  and  the  desctiptions  often  graphic  and  striking; 

9  Kym.  Fmd,,  torn.  ii.  p.  117- 
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they  are  intermingled,  however,  with  tedious  and  common  placo 
reflections,  which  the  learned  editor,  Hnydccoper,  c(  i  jecturcs  with 
great  probability,  to  have  been  the  interpolations  of  sonic  of  tlie 
transcribing  monks:  indeed,  the  terse  and  vigorous  stylo  of  the 
author  himself  may  be  distinguished  by  the  mo«t  s it perficial  reader. 
The  fiurewell  address  to  the  yonng  €!oiuii  William,  then  about 
nmeteen,  ia  so  lemarkable  for  its  boldness  and  sinipltcityy  that  I 
cannot  fssist  the  temptation  of  inserting  it  at  lengtJi:»'*Lord  of 
Holland,  noble  Count.  I,  Melis  Stoke,  your  poor  clerk,  lutTO 
finlsbed  this  work  for  your  behoof,  and  for  the  honour  of  Ood. 
Take  heed  that  you  lose  not  tho  good  name  you  now  have:  else 
will  your  condition  bo  worse  than  if  yon  liad  never  fraiuc-l  it,  and 
all  your  foregone  labour  fruitless.  Tlilak  always  on  virtue:  give 
all  you  can,  but  be  careful  what  you  give,  and  to  whom  you  give  it. 
Look  into  the  mouths  of  your  parasites,  and  see  whether  they 
flatter  for  gain.  Do  justice  over  the  whole  land,  to  the  lord  and  to 
the  peasant.  Measure  out  right,  and  justice  to  every  one  according 
to  his  deserts;  ao  if  he  compkin,  he  flball  complain  without  causes 
if  you  do  not  this,  you  do  ill,  and  he  shall  tnunple  you  under  foot^ 
and  say,  the  devil  may  serve  and  love  such  a  master.  Reward  him 
who  senres  you ;  so  will  he  remain  your  constant  friend.  Jnd^ 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  and  let  not  the  poor  make  lamentation* 
If  you  do  this,  you  shall  do  well.  Be  courteous  in  deed  and  word, 
aiul  iniiiiitain  a  firm  countenance.  Keep  moderation  in  all  things. 
"Love  the  ho\y  Church,  nii'l  honour  clerks,  priests,  and  monks;  so 
shall  our  L^rd  strenrrthcn  you.  Despi^  not  the  poor,  but  do  good 
to  him ;  that  is  to  do  well.  God  preserve  your  worldly  honour  in 
this  life ;  and  after  this  life,  may  you  come  to  where  holy  angels 
praise  tho  Lord.  This  may  the  Child  of  Maiy  grant;  and  let  all 
who  love  the  count  say,  Amen." 


Note  F.    (Page  Ititi.) 

A  moment's  reflection  on  the  relatire  situation  of  the  two 
classes  at  this  period  will  show  us,  that  hatred  and  dissensions  nmst 
of  necessity  spring  up  between  them.  The  feurlil  sy-titem  was  now 
on  the  decline:  the  sovereigns  by  such  restraints  a>5  they  had  been 
able  to  ijnpose  on  the  custoui  of  private  war,  and  on  the  exercise  of 
the  hereditary  jurisdictions  of  the  nobles,  (by  the  encouragement  of 
appeals  from  the  Barons*  Courts  to  their  own,)  had  lessened  con- 
sidtiably  the  dread  and  respect  which  this  order  had  formerly 
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inspired  :  ^vhile  the  towns  had,  during  tlic  crusades,  risen  fruiu 
various  caubta  in  wealth  and  importance.  Thv  connnunication  with 
the  east,  during  the  same  period,  had  inspired  the  nohility  with  a 
taste  fot  luxury  and  magnificence,  which  the  extended  commerae  of 
the  towns  enabled  them  to  gratify :  and  as  the  estates  of  the  former 
no  longer  sufficed  to  supply  their  multiplied  waitts«  and  they  had  no 
other  means  of  inereaanng  their  resources  than  the  inadequate  and 
unoertain  expedient  of  military  plunder,  they  were  frequently 
ro^noed  to  solicit  loans  from  the  rieh  and  industrious  hurgheis,  and 
were  acooidingly  at  once  dependent  upon,  and  jealous  of  them. 
Debased  by  their  poverty,  and  insolent  from  the  prido  of  their  high 
birth,  they  alternately  cringed  to,  and  plundered  the  wealthy  and 
peaceful  traders.  The  commons,  on  the  other  baud,  sustaining 
alone  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  state,  envied  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  the  nobles,  whom  they  detested  for  their  tyranny,  rapa« 
city,  and  debauchery,  and  des])i8ed  for  their  ignorance  and  indolence, 
and  the  puerile  vanity  which  led  them  to  squander  their  incomes  in 
qilendid  festiYsla  and  gauds  for  the  decoration  of  their  peiaons;  while 
th^  themseWes,  beginning  now  pretty  generally  to  assert  and  use 
the  right  of  taking  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  rather  sought  to 
repel  violenoe  by  violence,  and  repay  aggressioki  with  aggreimo% 
than  to  shelter  themselves  under  the  protection  and  restraint  of  the 
laws.  The  sovereigns  meanwhile,  now  supporting  the  pcoi)lc  with 
a  view  of  creating  a  balance  to  the  aristocratic  power,  and  flattering 
them  in  order  to  draw  !:-nji])lits  from  their  pockets  to  their  own 
empty  exchequer — now  ]>n mpted  l»y  ancient  prejudices,  and  their 
instinctive  dread  of  popular  control,  to  lend  their  favour  and  coun- 
tenance to  the  nobles — rather  exasperated  than  curbed  the  rancorous 
passions  that  agitated  both. 


KoM  G.   (Page  20?.) 

The  following  is  the  letter  addressed  by  the  Countess  Jacoba 
to  Ihimjiliry  of  Gloucester  (commonly  called  the  "Good  Duke 
Humphry),  as  translated  by  JohneS  from  Monstrelet's  Chronicle: 
**  My  very  dear  and  redoubted  lord  and  father,  in  tlie  most  humble 
of  manners  in  this  world,  I  recommend  myself  to  your  kind  favour. 
May  it  please  yon  to  know,  my  very  redoubted  lord  and  father, 
that  I  address  myself  to  yon  as  the  most  doleful^  most  ruined,  and 
most  treaoheiottsly  deoeived  woman  living;  for,  my  veiy  dear  lord, 
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on  Saodiy,  the  13th  of  this  fOMent  monUi  of  Jvne,  ilio  dtipttdm  of 
joor  town  of  Hons  lotnrnody  and  Immglit  with  thorn  o  imtf  thai 

had  heen  tfrneA  on  hetween  our  fair  consin  of  Burgundy  and  our 
fair  cousin  of  Brabant ;  which  treaty  Iiad  been  liiade  in  tiio  :i]>t*^nc0 
and  without  the  knowledge  of  my  mother,  as  she  herself  sii,Miifie« 
to  me,  and  confinned  by  her  chaplain,  Master  Gerard  le  Grand. 

My  mother,  most  redoubt d  lord,  has  written  to  me  letters, 
certifying  the  above  treaty  havuig  been  made ;  but  that  in  regard 
to  it,  she  knew  not  how  to  advise  mo^  Ibr  that  dio  was  heisalf 
doubtful  how  to  act.  She  desired  moi  howoTor,  to  call  an  ■sscimhl/ 
of  tho  principal  bnigheis  of  Hons,  and  leani  from  them  what  aid 
and  advioo  they  wen  willing  to  give  no.  Upon  this,  my  swaei 
lord  and  father,  I  went  on  the  morrow  to  tho  town*honse,  and 
xemoDetrated  with  them*  that  it  had  been  at  thmr  request  and 
earnest  entreaties  that  you  had  left  me  under  their  safeguard  and 
on  their  oaths,  thnt  they  would  be  true  and  loyal  subjects,  and  take 
especial  care  of  rac,  so  that  they  should  bo  enabled  to  give  you  good 
accounts  on  your  return ;  and  these  oaths  had  been  taken  on  the 
holy  sacrament  at  the  altar,  and  on  the  sacred  evangelists. 

To  this  my  harangos^  my  dear  and  honoured  lord,  they  sim'> 
ply  replied,  that  they  were  not  snffioiently  strong  within  the  town 
to  defend  and  guard  nte ;  and  instantaneonsly  they  loae  in  tnmnlli 
saying  that  my  people  wanted  to  murder  them;  and,  my  sweet 
lord,  they  carried  matteis  so  far  that,  in  despite  of  me,  they  arrested 
one  of  your  sergeants,  called  Maqnart,  whom  they  immediately 
beheaded,  and  hanged  very  many  who  were  of  your  party  and 
strongly  attached  to  your  interest,  such  as  13i»,rdoubl  do  la  Porte, 
his  brother  Colart,  and  others,  to  the  number  of  2oO  of  your 
adherents.    They  also  wished  to  ^^cize  Sir  Baldwin  the  treasurer, 
and  Sir  Louis  de  Montfort ;  but  tlioufrh  tlicv  did  not  succeed,  T  know 
not  what  they  intend  doing ;  for,  my  very  dear  lord,  they  plainly 
told  me  that  unless  I  make  peace,  they  will  deliver  me  into  the 
hands  of  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  and  that  I  shall  only  remain  eight 
days  longer  in  their  town,  when  I  shall  be  forced  to  go  into  Flan* 
deis,  which  will  be  to  me  the  most  painful  of  events;  for  I  very 
much  fear  that,  onless  yon  shall  hasten  to  free  me  from  the  hands  I 
am  now  in,  I  shall  nerer  see  yon  more.  AU»1  my  most  dear  and 
redouhted  father,  my  whole  hope  is  in  your  power,  seeing,  my 
sweet  lord  and  only  delight,  that  all  my  sufferings  arise  from  my 
love  to  you.    I  there furc  entreat,  in  the  niobt  humble  manner  pos- 
sible, and  for  the  love  of  God,  that  you  would  he  plenped  to  havo 
compassion  on  me  and  on  my  affairs ;  for  you  must  hasten  to  suc- 
cour your  most  doleful  creature,  if  yon  do  not  wish  to  lose  her  for 
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ever.    I  bave  hopes  that  you  will  do  aa  I  beg,  for,  dear  father, 
Jiare  never  behaved  iU  to  you  in  my  whole  life,  and  so  long  M  I 
•ball  live  I  will  new  do  any  thing  to  di^lme  yim>  but  I  am  Mady 
to  die  ibr  lovo  of  yon  and  your  noble  peiwm. 

^  Your  goremment  pleaaee  me  much;  and  by  my  Adtb,  my 
Tery  redoubted  lord  and  prince,  my  sole  eonsolation  and  hope,  I  b^ 
you  will  consider^  by  the  love  of  God  and  of  my  lord  St.  George, 
the  melancholy  uitnation  of  myself  and  my  affairs  more  maturely 
than  yoii  have  hitherto  done,  for  you  seem  entirely  to  have  for- 
l^otten  me. 

^Notliin;r  tnorc  do  I  know  at  present  than  that  I  ought  sooner  to 
liave  aeni  Sir  Louie  de  Montfort  to  yon,  for  he  cannot  longer  remain 
liere,  althoogh  he  attended  me  when  all  the  leet  deserted  me ;  and 
he  will  tell  you  more  parUcularly  all  that  has  happened  than  I  can 
do  in  a  letter.  I  entreat,  therefore,  that  you  will  be  a  kind  lord  to 
him,  and  send  me  your  good  pleasure  and  commands,  which  I  will 
most  heartily  obey.  This  is  kiioNvn  to  the  b1e«?erl  Hon  of  God, 
whom  I  pray  to  grant  you  a  long  and  happy  life,  and  that  I  may 
liave  the  great  joy  of  seeing  you  soon. 

Written  in  the  folse  and  traitorous  town  of  Mens,  with  a 
^olefnl  heart,  the  IMi  day  of  June.'*  The  letter  was  signed  your 
sorrowful  and  well-be!oTed  daughter,  soffning  great  grief  by  your 
commands — ^your  ^nghter,  De  Qiuenebonrg." 


NoTB  H.   (Page  346.) 

The  epithet  of  "moneyless,"  bestowed  on  Maximilian,  and 
better  applied  than  the  cognomens  usually  given  to  princes,  was  a 
oonsequence  no  less  of  his  political  situation,  than  of  his  personal 
character.  A  portion,  and  not  the  laiger  portion,  of  his  dominions 
oonsisted  of  the  Netherlands,  the  most  industrions  and  wealthy 
states  in  Europe ;  states  which  not  long  before  had  supported  the 
splendid  and  yoluptuons  court  of  Philip  of  Burgundy,  and  of  which 
a  few  provinces,  in  this  same  century,  were  indebted  for  their  success 
in  a  protracted  war  against  i Spain,  the  mistress  of  the  treasures  of 
the  new  world,  chiefly  to  their  superior  regularity  iu  the  payment 
of  their  troops :  yet  Maximilian,  lord  of  these  rich  provinces,  was, 
from  his  poverty,  an  ol^ect  of  mistrust  to  his  allies,  and  of  contempt 
to  his  enemies.  The  ptindpd  cause  of  this  seeming  anomaly  is  to 
be  found  in  the  new  qritem  of  poUiics  intiodaeed  by  Lonis  XI.  of 
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Fmoee,  wlilcli*  ten^^noK  each  nation,  instead  of  an  tsolatod  indb- 
viduaU  a  member  of  a  great  political  bodj,  liad  widened  the  viewa 
and  extended  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  principal  monarohs  of 
Europe,  ^-hile  their  increased  efibrts  were  unsupported  at  homo  hgr 
a  regular  method  of  taxation,  or  an  ecooomi^d  system  of  finanoeL 
The  nobles  still  clairaed  exemption  from  the  burdens  of  ihc  state: 
the  taxes  paid  by  the  industrious  classes,  and  levied  t  liiciiy  ajKm 
land  and  raw  prtjducc,  or  hy  menus  of  irksome  restricLiijiis  on  com- 
merce, drained  the  wealth  of  the  country  even  at  the  fountain  head  ; 
while  for  want  of  bkilful  ro^ulntinns  in  tlic  mode  of  culkctin^  them, 
onljr  a  small  portion  of  tho  fuud3  extorted  £rom  the  people  found 
their  way  into  the  treasury  of  the  sovereign.  Henry  VII.  of 
England  was,  at  the  end  of  tho  fifteenth,  and  beginning  of  the  six- 
teenth oentniy,  the  only  wealthy  prince  of  £aiope ;  and  of  the  means 
he  adopted  to  aocumnlate  his  riches,  Lord  Bacon  has  given  as  only 
too  Tivid  a  description*  The  poverty  of  Maximilian  was  the  man 
conspicuous,  because  while  in  appearance  aoYereigu  of  a  vast  em- 
pire, he  was  in  fact  lord  only  of  an  assemblage  of  independent 
states,  in  not  one  of  which,  except  his  hereditary  ducliy  of  Austria, 
did  he  possess  the  power  of  taxing  his  subjects;  and  his  ^clicines, 
begun  without  consideration,  and  abandoned  without  muse,  were 
seldom  sufficiently  popular  to  induce  lus  states  to  open  their  punea 
in  his  support. 


KoTB  I.   (Page  519.) 

The  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  this  occasion  lix-  not 
wanti^d  strenuous  defenders;  but  it  is  impossible  to  plead  fur  it 
either  excuse  or  justification,  and  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue  does 
but  suffer  in  the  attempt.  The  inclination  which  historians  arc  too 
prone  to  gratify,  to  elevate  into  heroes  the  actors  in  the  events  of 
which  they  treat,  and  by  enhancing  their  qimlifications  and  dis- 
guising their  failings,  to  give  to  their  character  an  appearance  of 
perfection  of  which  human  nature  is  incapable ;  besides  that  it  ia  A 
spnrions  and  dishonest  mode  of  exciting  the  inteiest  of  their  leadeia^ 
tends  to  throw  an  air  of  fiction  and  exaggemtion  oTcr  the  wholes 
and  renden  them  utterly  valuelesB  as  modela  for  imitation.  Winian 
was  unhappily  placed  in  the  aitnation  in  which  every  leader  of  a 
popular  party  must  at  one  time  or  other  find  himself,  when,  in  order 
to  gain  the  numbers  requisite  to  the  success  of  his  cauFc,  the  ambi- 
tious uie  to  be  gratified,  the  rapacious  satiated,  tho  vain  flattered. 


Digitized  by  Google 


NOTES. 


621 


the  lukewaim  xonsedy  and  tlie  timid  encouraged  or  deceived.  His 
object  was  now  to  ezeite  a  general  and  actire  spirit  of  hostility  to 
the  goTemment  in  the  minds  of  the  Netherlanden — ^inclined,  like 
most  trading  and  commeieial  people,  xather  to  sit  down  patiently 
under  a  wrong,  tmsting  to  time  and  chance  to  work  ont  a  remedy, 
than  to  risk  the  loss  of  the  actual  advantages  they  enjoyed  by 
udopllnor  violent  and  coercive  measures  of  redress  ;  nnd  ti  accom- 
plish this,  he  scrupled  not  to  violate  tlic  oath  ku  liad  taken  as  coun- 
cillor of  state  to  advise  the  /^overnoss  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  by 
p;iviii2'  ei')nnscl3,  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  as  he  was  well  aware, 
to  embarrass  her  with  difficulties^  and  iiiYol?e  her  affairs  in  con- 
fusion. The  error  into  which  so  great  and  good  a  man  was  in  this 
instance  betrayed,  affords  evidence  of  the  strength  of  the  temptation 
which  besets  a  party  leader  to  commit  acts  in  the  heat  of  party  con* 
tention,  which  his  calmer  reason  would  spurn,  and  to  nudce  devia" 
tions  from  the  strict  principle  of  rectitude  and  hononry  which  should 
ba  eiqmsitely  painM  to  an  upright  mind. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  TOIUMB. 
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